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1.0 Wrpose and Need for Agency Action

me U.S. Department of Energy @OE) n- to take action to: retrieve transurtic
~~ waste b-use interim storage waste mntainers have exceeded their 20-year design
l~e tid cotid fti causing a radioactive release to the environment provide storage capacity
for retrieved and newly generati TRU, Greater-than-Category3 (GTC3), and mixed waste
before treatment and/or shipment to the Waste Isolation Pflot Projmt ~P); and upgrade
the infrastructure network in the 2~ West Area to enhance operatioti efficiencies and
rduce the cost of operating tie Solid Waste Operations Complex (SWOC).

1.1 Bac@omd

In the Record of Decision @OD) (53 Federd Register ~) 12449, 1988) for the Final
Enn8ronmetialIrnpti Statement: Disposal of Ha@ordD@enseHigh-Lwel, Transuranicand
Tad Wastes, Hanford Site, Rchhnd, Washin@on(HDW-EIS)@OE 198~, DOE
determind it wotid retrieve and proms M TRU and suspect TRU waste that has been
retrievable stored at tie Hanford Site since 1970. This Environment Assmsment (EA) WM
tier-down from the HDW-EISROD.

me processing of the retrieval TRU and suspwt TRU wastes would occur in the
Waste Receiving and Promsing -) Facfli@and is not included in the scope of this
EA.

Since May 1970, solid waste classed as or suspectedof being TRU waste has been
desigmti as ~U waste. k 1973, the officti level for segregationand storage be-e
10 mocuries TRU per gram @ci ~U/g) of waste. h 1984, the basis for classification as
~U waste was established as 100 Nci ~U/g and remains the designatedlevel today. As a
restit of these administrative changes, not W retrievable stored waste wtil be desigtited as
~U by the current deftition.. Wasti under 100 Nci TRU/g is character~ as low-level
waste (LL~. The retrieved waste wotid be assayed to determine whether the waste is ~U
or LLW.

Retrieval of TRU waste from trenchw wotid be ammplished in phases. This EA
considers the retrieval of TRU and suspwt ~U waste containers horn trench 4C-T04. This
trench contains approximately 15 percent by volume of the toti retrievable stored ~U
waste on the Hanford Site and has waste mntainers expecti to be in better physid

, condition bause they have been stored the shortest length of time. A fiture activity would
remove the balance of the retrievable stored TRU waste. ~sons learned from this retrieval
activity wodd be incorporated into the dwign of fiture retrievrd activities.
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me SWOC is a series of efiting and planned trea~ent, storage, or disposd ~SD)
units for solid waste operations in tie 2~ West Area. At present, amtrative and
operations personnel are smttered around tie Hanford Site. Centrdti amtration and
operation factiities ,wotid tiprove SofidWaste operatioti efficienciesand r~um rests by
~ing travel ties.
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