
 

Page 1 of 12 Pages

 
 
 
 
 
 

Collected and Annotated 
Defense Criminal Investigation Service 

Documents Associated With the 
Investigation of Tampering With the 
Scientific and Technical Data and 
Analysis from the IFT-1A National 

Missile Defense Experiment 
 

Material Annotated by T. A. Postol 
Professor of Science, Technology and National Security Policy 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
 

Summary of the Contents of these Documents 

The annotated documents contained herein are letters from the Defense Criminal Investigation Service to Keith 
Englander, Deputy Director of System Integration for the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization (BMDO).  These 
letters document that high-level management of the BMDO were alerted to tampering with test data that was 
designed to hide test results .  These test results indicated that the National Missile Defense’s Exoatmospheric Kill 
Vehicle (EKV) could have serious problems selecting lethal warheads when they are accompanied by quite simple 
decoying objects like light balloons.  Pages 7 of 11, 10, of 11, and 11 of 11 contain boxed areas of text that are 
triple starred to indicate their importance. The triple starred box on page 7 identifies text that first needs to be 
decoded by careful reading.  Decoding leads to the conclusion that when objects are not deployed as intended 
(that is, they are not deployed "nominally"), they will exhibit motions that with very high probability drastically 
degrade the EKV’s ability to pick out the lethal target from a complex of simple light balloon decoys.  Stated 
differently, the EKV’s will have a severely degraded ability to classify the targets observed by its homing sensor--
thus leading to a breakdown in the EKV' s discrimination capability and a massive defeat of the National Missile 
Defense. 

Further decoding of the paragraph also reveals that an object that was not deployed nominally had to be removed 
from the IFT-1A data set because the baseline algorithm (BLA) could not deal with it.  Since this target was never 
put back in the data set during subsequent analyses, it appears that it was removed because it was 
indistinguishable from the mock warhead – thus proving that the basic discrimination technique that will be used by 
the US National Missile Defense is subject to massive failure. 
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