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 Power outages related to Hurricane Irene were still widespread along the East Coast 

August 30, with utility companies reporting more than 2.8 million homes and businesses 

without electricity, affecting nearly 6 million people. – msnbc.com; Reuters; Associated 

Press (See item 1)  

 Baltimore County Department of Public Works in Maryland reported August 30 that a 

major sewage line break, believed to be caused by Hurricane Irene, was causing 17 million 

gallons of raw sewage a day to pour into a river leading to the Chesapeake Bay. – WMAR 2 

Baltimore (See item 22)  
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: LOW, Cyber: LOW 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 

[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. August 30, msnbc.com; Reuters; Associated Press – (National) Food airlifted into 

towns cut off by Irene. Vermont on August 30 began airlifting food and water to a 

dozen towns cut off by Irene, while New Jersey saw new flood evacuations, and across 

the East Coast power outages, while down by half, impacted millions. Irene has been 

http://www.esisac.com/
http://www.esisac.com/
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blamed for at least 42 deaths in 12 states. Power outages were still widespread from 

north to south on August 30, with utilities reporting more than 2.8 million homes and 

businesses without electricity, which translates to nearly 6 million people. In 

Connecticut, around 516,000, or 33 percent of all customers in the state, were still in 

the dark August 30, the U.S. Department of Energy reported. New York state reported 

that 563,000 customers were without power. Crews have been restoring power at a fast 

rate, but tens of thousands of homeowners and businesses might not get theirs back for 

a week or more. Eastham, Massachusetts, is still mostly cut off. In Wakefield, New 

Hampshire, 70 percent of the town’s customers are off the grid. And nearly half of the 

491,000 homes and businesses in the Richmond, Virginia metro area are blacked out. 

During the course of Irene, 7.4 million customers lost power — nearly double the 

outages from the last hurricane to make landfall in the U.S. in 2008. 

Source: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44324289/ns/weather/t/food-airlifted-vermont-

towns-cut-irene/#.Tl0-dF2PxGA 

2. August 29, Associated Press – (Wyoming) Blast at Wyoming oil production site kills 

3 workers. An explosion at a Wyoming oil storage site killed three workers August 29 

and sparked a small fire, an oil company spokesman said. The blast at about 10 a.m. in 

Converse County in eastern Wyoming happened as the workers were laying a fuel line 

that was intended to supply a heater treatment facility that separates oil from water as 

they are pumped out of the ground, Samson Resources Company spokesman said. A 

subsequent fire burned about 10 acres before it was brought under control. The workers 

were employed by a contractor that the Tulsa, Oklahoma-based Samson had hired to 

bring an oil well back into production at the site. The well wasn’t involved in the 

explosion and fire, which happened on the Hornbuckle Ranch, about 50 miles northeast 

of Casper. The Wyoming Department of Workforce Services reported the week of 

August 22 that the number of occupational fatalities in the state rose to 34 last year - an 

increase of nearly 79 percent from the year before. Of the 34 workplace deaths in the 

state last year, 10 were in natural resources and mining. 

Source: http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/08/29/general-us-wyoming-oil-

explosion_8649445.html 

3. August 29, New Jersey Star-Ledger – (New Jersey) Hurricane Irene ruptures 9 fuel 

tanks across N.J.; could produce local pollution. The state Department of 

Environmental Protection for New Jersey said August 29 it is monitoring at least nine 

fuel tanks that ruptured as a result of Hurricane Irene. Most of the leaking storage 

tanks, located across Bergen, Middlesex, and Union counties in New Jersey, are 

privately owned and thus smaller than commercial containers, said a department 

spokesman. The tanks are a mix of underground and above-ground containers, he said. 

Rising flood waters can also transport a ―witch’s brew of chemicals‖ from 

contaminated sites into the waterways, impacting wildlife and drinking water supplies, 

said the director of the New Jersey chapter of the Sierra Club. ―There could be a lot of 

environmental damage,‖ he said. 

Source: 

http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2011/08/hurricane_irene_ruptures_9_fue.html 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44324289/ns/weather/t/food-airlifted-vermont-towns-cut-irene/#.Tl0-dF2PxGA
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44324289/ns/weather/t/food-airlifted-vermont-towns-cut-irene/#.Tl0-dF2PxGA
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/08/29/general-us-wyoming-oil-explosion_8649445.html
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/08/29/general-us-wyoming-oil-explosion_8649445.html
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2011/08/hurricane_irene_ruptures_9_fue.html
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4. August 26, Softpedia – (International) Oil spiller’s Website infected with malicious 

code. The official Web site of Transocean, the company, which operated the deep 

water drilling platform that exploded in 2010 and lead to the biggest oil spill disaster in 

history, was compromised and infected with malicious code. Swiss-based Transocean 

is one of the world’s largest offshore drilling contractors. The company rents floating 

drill rigs to oil and gas companies worldwide. Researchers from security vendor 

Websene reported August 25 that Transocean’s www.deepwater.com Web site was 

infected with two malicious iframes that led visitors to drive-by download exploits. The 

fact that exploits were hosted on the same server makes this attack a bit unusual, 

because drive-by attacks normally use externally-hosted malicious code. This suggests 

that the method of compromise was not the usual SQL injection, but rather a remote 

file injection. The issue has since been fixed. 

Source: http://news.softpedia.com/news/Oil-Spiller-s-Website-Infected-with-

Malicious-Code-218945.shtml 

For another story, see item 42  

 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 
 

See item 24  

 

[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

5. August 29, Los Angeles Times – (Virginia) Virginia quake’s motion may have 

exceeded nuclear plant’s design. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) sent 

additional inspectors to Virginia’s North Anna nuclear power station in Louisa County, 

Virginia, August 29 after early data indicated the plant may have experienced more 

shaking than it was designed to withstand during a 5.8 earthquake the week of August 

22.  The plant remains offline and will not be restarted until its operator, Dominion 

Virginia Power, can show the NRC that it remains safe. Dominion and NRC inspectors 

began conducting a thorough inspection of the safety systems and physical structures of 

the plant. So far they have found no indication of significant damage, according to a 

Dominion spokesman.  

Source: http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/nationnow/2011/08/virginia-quakes-motion-

may-have-exceeded-nuclear-plants-design.html 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

6. August 30, Rome News Tribune – (Georgia) Visible damage at OTR plant after 

steam explosion. An explosion was reported at the OTR plant in Rome, Georgia, the 

morning of August 30. One building had visible damage to the side of the building and 

http://www.deepwater.com/
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Oil-Spiller-s-Website-Infected-with-Malicious-Code-218945.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Oil-Spiller-s-Website-Infected-with-Malicious-Code-218945.shtml
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/nationnow/2011/08/virginia-quakes-motion-may-have-exceeded-nuclear-plants-design.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/nationnow/2011/08/virginia-quakes-motion-may-have-exceeded-nuclear-plants-design.html
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the roof. According to the Rome-Floyd County Fire Department Chief, the explosion 

was a steam explosion, and that two workers were taken to a nearby hospital with 

burns. OTR manufactures wheels for a variety of trucking, agricultural, industrial, and 

construction uses. 

Source: http://romenews-tribune.com/view/full_story/15264190/article-Update--

Visible-damage-at-OTR-plant-after--steam-explosion-?instance=home_news_lead 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 
 

Nothing to report 

 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

7. August 30, Softpedia – (National) Fake FDIC emails spread malware. Security 

researchers from Sophos reported a wave of malicious e-mails posing as official 

notifications from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) August 30. The 

rogue e-mails bear a subject of ―FDIC notification‖ and have their headers spoofed to 

appear as originating from a no.reply@fdic.gov address. As most spam e-mails, the 

body message is full of mistakes, which should serve as indication that it did not 

originate from a government agency. The fake emails contain an attachment named 

FDIC_document.zip as well as an executable file of the same name. The file has a PDF 

icon and since Windows 7 does not display known file extensions, it might easily trick 

users. The file is actually a computer trojan that serves as a distribution platform for 

other malware. This means that running it will probably result in multiple infections. 

Source: http://news.softpedia.com/news/Fake-FDIC-Emails-Spread-Malware-

219421.shtml+ 

8. August 29, Bloomberg News – (Florida) SEC sues Florida men for bilking teachers 

in $22 million scam. The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) sued two 

Florida men August 29, claiming they defrauded teachers and retirees in a $22 million 

Ponzi scheme by posing as a private-equity fund while enriching themselves. The two 

men fraudulently lured more than 100 investors with promises of annual returns of as 

much as 124 percent, the SEC said in a lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court in Florida. 

One man attracted clients from his prior job as an insurance broker, persuaded at least 

one investor to liquidate an annuity, and invested the proceeds in the fund. The two 

men paid themselves millions of dollars in fees and sent customers false account 

statements, according to the SEC. 

Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-29/sec-sues-florida-men-for-

bilking-teachers-in-22-million-scam.html 

For another story, see item 34  

 

[Return to top]  

http://romenews-tribune.com/view/full_story/15264190/article-Update--Visible-damage-at-OTR-plant-after--steam-explosion-?instance=home_news_lead
http://romenews-tribune.com/view/full_story/15264190/article-Update--Visible-damage-at-OTR-plant-after--steam-explosion-?instance=home_news_lead
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Fake-FDIC-Emails-Spread-Malware-219421.shtml+
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Fake-FDIC-Emails-Spread-Malware-219421.shtml+
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-29/sec-sues-florida-men-for-bilking-teachers-in-22-million-scam.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-29/sec-sues-florida-men-for-bilking-teachers-in-22-million-scam.html
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Transportation Sector 

9. August 30, CNN – (California) 2 arrested in latest Bay Area transit protests. Police 

arrested two people August 29 in the latest round of protests in San Francisco, 

California, against the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) system and its policies. 

Protesters have rallied at train stations in recent weeks to bring attention to a number of 

transit police officer shootings. Two males were arrested August 29 for protesting in a 

paid area of the Embarcadero station in the city’s financial district, BART officials 

said. The demonstration did not hamper the evening commute and all stations remained 

open, officials said. In previous protests, BART had to open and close stations. 

Source: 

http://www.cnn.com/2011/US/08/30/california.bart.protests/index.html?hpt=us_c2 

10. August 30, Freight Rail News – (National) CSX recovery operation continues 

following Hurricane Irene. Working as ―safely and rapidly as possible,‖ CSX 

continues to recover from the impact of Hurricane Irene in the Mid-Atlantic and 

Northeast regions. The company’s freight operations are moving steadily towards full 

recovery, and commuter train services in the Washington, D.C. and Boston areas were 

restored August 30. The company is continuing to work through power outages, 

localized flooding, and debris on tracks, which is slowing some freight operations. 

Many signals and highway crossing warning devices are being powered temporarily by 

generators until commercial power can be restored. While flood waters are receding in 

many parts of the CSX network impacted by the storm, flooding in New York and New 

Jersey remains a significant obstacle. Crews and materials, including rock ballast, are 

on hand for necessary repairs as quickly as possible. The company’s Curtis Bay export 

pier in Baltimore, Maryland, resumed operations August 28, while export piers served 

by CSX at Newport News, Virginia, were expected to resume operations August 30. 

Eastbound intermodal traffic was held temporarily in Chicago until receivers are able to 

take deliveries. As of August 30, no intermodal trains were operating out of Boston; 

Kearny, Little Ferry, and North Bergen, New Jersey; Philadelphia; or Springfield, 

Massachusetts. However, intermodal terminals serving those locations are open and 

will resume rail service as tracks are restored. TRANSFLO terminals in the affected 

area are also back in operation. 

Source: http://www.rail.co/2011/08/30/csx-recovery-operation-continues-following-

hurricane-irene/ 

11. August 30, USA Today – (National) Deadlines to upgrade street signs 

eliminated. The federal government is scrapping deadlines requiring local 

governments to begin replacing street-name and road warning signs with more 

reflective, easier-to-read versions, USA Today reported August 30. Local governments 

will be allowed to replace signs with easier to read versions as they wear out, instead of 

being required to replace them as early as 2015. The Department of Transportation 

(DOT) is proposing the elimination of 46 deadlines on sign changes required in the 

national Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. New street-name signs put up by 

cities, towns, and counties still will be required to have larger lettering. New traffic 

signs such as ―Pass with care‖ and ―Low clearance‖ will have to be larger. All new 

signs will have to be more visible at night — a reflection of the fading eyesight of the 

http://www.cnn.com/2011/US/08/30/california.bart.protests/index.html?hpt=us_c2
http://www.rail.co/2011/08/30/csx-recovery-operation-continues-following-hurricane-irene/
http://www.rail.co/2011/08/30/csx-recovery-operation-continues-following-hurricane-irene/
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the nation’s aging population. Communities that failed to replace signs by the original 

deadlines that were imposed in 2007 faced the possible loss of federal funds. The DOT 

is keeping a dozen deadlines for sign upgrades ―critical to public safety.‖ These include 

―One way‖ signs at intersections with divided highways and stop or yield signs 

required at railroad crossings that do not have train-activated, automatic gates or 

flashing lights. 

Source: http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-08-30/Cities-get-reprieve-

on-changing-street-signs/50181162/1 

12. August 30, Associated Press – (International) Amtrak restoring service between 

Boston, NY. Amtrak plans to restore service between New York City and Boston, 

including all Acela Express trains and most Northeast Regional service August 30. 

Amtrak said most Northeast Regional service will operate south of Philadelphia, but no 

Acela Express, Northeast Regional, or other Amtrak trains can operate north of 

Philadelphia to New York. Also August 30, the Maple Leaf will operate between 

Toronto, Canada, and Niagara Falls only, with no Empire Service trains on the Niagara 

Falls/Buffalo-Albany-New York Route. The Adirondack will operate between 

Montreal and Albany/Rensselaer only. Floodwaters remained August 29 on the tracks 

in Trenton, New Jersey, used by Amtrak and commuter trains. They were submerged 

by the floodwaters of the Assunpink Creek, which Hurricane Irene raised to record 

levels. 

Source: http://www.thebostonchannel.com/r/29023523/detail.html 

13. August 30, Reuters – (New York; New Jersey; Connecticut) NY transit resumes, 

commuter rail limited. As of August 30 in the New York region, subway service has 

fully resumed, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority said, and riders should expect 

normal delays. PATH train service from New Jersey to Manhattan resumed at 4 a.m. 

Bus service has fully resumed. Long Island Railroad resumed ―near-normal service‖ on 

six branches (Babylon, Huntington, Ronkonkoma, Port Washington, Hempstead, and 

West Hempstead), but there may be some cancellations and shorter trains than usual. 

The Metro-North Railroad was set to resume service on lower portions of two of its 

three commuter lines serving New York City suburbs starting at 2 p.m., the railroad 

said in a statement. A Sunday schedule will be in effect on the Lower Hudson Line 

between Grand Central Terminal and Croton-Harmon. On the Lower Harlem line a 

Sunday schedule also will be used between Grand Central Terminal and North White 

Plains. The third line, the New Haven Line, remains shut. So will the Upper Hudson 

and Upper Harlem lines. Branches still shut include New Canaan, Danbury, and 

Waterbury, Connecticut. New Jersey Transit trains suspended until further notice 

except Atlantic City Rail Line. New York City’s Staten Island Ferry, which links the 

outer borough with Manhattan’s southern tip, and Staten Island Railroad both open. All 

of the city’s bridges were open August 29, including the Brooklyn Bridge, the 

Manhattan Bridge, the Williamsburg Bridge, the Queensboro Bridge, and the movable 

bridges. The George Washington Bridge and Lincoln, Holland, and Battery tunnels also 

were open as usual. Approximately 28 miles of the NY State Thruway (I-87) is closed 

in both directions from the Tappan Zee Bridge north to Exit 16 (Woodbury) due to 

flooding. 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-08-30/Cities-get-reprieve-on-changing-street-signs/50181162/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-08-30/Cities-get-reprieve-on-changing-street-signs/50181162/1
http://www.thebostonchannel.com/r/29023523/detail.html
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Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/30/uk-storm-irene-newyork-transport-

idUSLNE77T02920110830 

14. August 30, Greate Falls Tribune – (Montana) BNSF rail line reopened after 

derailment east of Havre. A BNSF Railway spokesman said the main rail line across 

northern Montana has reopened after an eastbound train derailed just east of Havre, 

Montana. The spokesman said the main line was back in service at 10 a.m. August 30, 

after crews moved two dozen cars that derailed August 28 away from the tracks. The 

three locomotives pulling the 93-car train remained on their sides August 30. The 

derailed cars will be scrapped while the locomotives will be repaired. He said two crew 

members were treated for injuries suffered in the derailment and released from the 

hospital. Lumber and lentils spilled in the derailment will be picked up the week of 

August 29, while an environmental team cleans up a 1,500-gallon diesel spill. The 

cause of the derailment remains under investigation. 

Source: 

http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20110830/NEWS01/108300312/BNSF-rail-

line-reopened-after-derailment-east-Havre?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|Frontpage 

For more stories, see items 18 and 45  

 

[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

15. August 29, WTSP 10 Tampa Bay – (Florida) Postal workers complain of sickness 

after handling mail. The all-clear has been given and employees were allowed back 

inside Tampa, Florida’s main post office, after several workers became sick while 

handling some mail August 29. Tampa Fire Rescue’s Hazardous Materials Team 

responded to the scene and evacuated the building’s first floor after two workers 

complained of nausea and dizziness after smelling a licorice type of odor coming from 

a package. One of the sickened employees was taken to the hospital, where he is listed 

in stable condition. The postal service says it appears grease leaking from a package 

was the culprit, but offered no further details. Officials ruled the substance was not 

hazardous and ended the evacuation. The post office is located at 3501 Bessie Coleman 

Boulevard, just off the approach to Tampa International Airport. Officials say no air 

travel was affected by the incident. 

Source: http://www.wtsp.com/rss/article/207946/8/HAZMAT-call-at-Tampa-Post-

Office 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

16. August 30, Sioux Falls Argus Leader – (National) Drought drives up hay prices. A 

drought in the southern Plains has caused hay prices to soar, benefiting farmers in 

South Dakota and other northern states but forcing many ranchers farther south to make 

a difficult choice between paying high prices or selling their cattle. Ranchers in much 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/30/uk-storm-irene-newyork-transport-idUSLNE77T02920110830
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/30/uk-storm-irene-newyork-transport-idUSLNE77T02920110830
http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20110830/NEWS01/108300312/BNSF-rail-line-reopened-after-derailment-east-Havre?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|Frontpage
http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20110830/NEWS01/108300312/BNSF-rail-line-reopened-after-derailment-east-Havre?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|Frontpage
http://www.wtsp.com/rss/article/207946/8/HAZMAT-call-at-Tampa-Post-Office
http://www.wtsp.com/rss/article/207946/8/HAZMAT-call-at-Tampa-Post-Office
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of Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas are having to pay inflated prices for hay and then pay 

more to have it trucked hundreds of miles south. The Governor of South Dakota signed 

an executive order earlier in August suspending the permit requirement for oversized 

trucks hauling baled feed to another state. ―When South Dakota has faced drought 

conditions, people in other states have helped us out,‖ the South Dakota Secretary of 

Agriculture said in a prepared statement. ―Suspending this permit requirement is one 

way we can get feed to those producers who need it in a timely manner.‖ Parts of Texas 

have not received any rain since last fall, and forecasters predict the drought will last at 

least through November. The situation is not much better in western Oklahoma, 

southern New Mexico, and parts of southern Kansas. Officials said only a handful of 

Texas’ 254 counties received enough rain to grow hay this year, so significantly less is 

available. At the same time, demand has skyrocketed because pastures are parched. The 

average price of hay climbed to $170 per ton this summer from $112 per ton in July of 

2010, according to USDA statistics. But many ranchers are paying much more because 

the price does not include shipping costs. 

Source: 

http://www.argusleader.com/article/20110830/BUSINESS/108300309/Drought-drives-

up-hay-prices 

17. August 30, Food Safety News – (International) Salmonella outbreak tied to papaya 

over, says CDC. Seven more patients with illness onset dates from late July brought 

the total number of papaya-related Salmonella Agona victims to 106 before the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) closed out its report on the outbreak. ―This 

particular outbreak appears to be over,‖ the CDC said August 29. Agromod Produce 

Inc. of McAllen, Texas, announced a recall of all its fresh whole papayas sold before 

July 23, but the first confirmed illnesses in the outbreak came as long ago as on or 

before last January 17, the CDC said. CDC’s final report on the outbreak says people 

who became ill ranged in age from 1 to 91 years of age. The median age of the victims 

was 21, and 39 percent were younger than 5. Eleven reported travel to Mexico in the 

week before they became ill, and 10 required hospitalization. Two states — Indiana and 

Kentucky — each added one case to the outbreak and brought the total number of states 

reporting illnesses to 25. Since August 25, all fresh whole Mexican papaya has been 

detained at the U.S. border unless the importer can show they are free from Salmonella 

contamination. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) found Salmonella on 

15.6 percent of papaya samples from 28 different firms and nearly all growing areas in 

Mexico. 

Source: http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/08/salmonella-agona-outbreak-is-over-

says-cdc/ 

18. August 30, Fort Lauderdale City Buzz Examiner – (Florida) Tropical Acres 

restaurant engulfed by fire. The Tropical Acres Steakhouse was closed as Broward 

Sheriff’s Office fire crews in Florida reported a fully engulfed blaze shortly after 4 a.m. 

August 30. Dispatched to the landmark restaurant located at 2500 Griffin Road, Dania 

Beach, the business was closed at the time and no injuries were reported. Some area 

homes were evacuated as a precaution. Officials report that Griffin Road was closed in 

both directions from 23rd to 29th Avenue as a result of the fire and crews at the scene. 

Barely 48 hours after a suspicious fire at Deerfield Beach watering hole Crabby Jack’s, 

http://www.argusleader.com/article/20110830/BUSINESS/108300309/Drought-drives-up-hay-prices
http://www.argusleader.com/article/20110830/BUSINESS/108300309/Drought-drives-up-hay-prices
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/08/salmonella-agona-outbreak-is-over-says-cdc/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/08/salmonella-agona-outbreak-is-over-says-cdc/
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Broward County has lost another popular eatery. In this fire, more than 50 firefighters 

from three area agencies fought the flames for about an hour. 

Source: http://www.examiner.com/city-buzz-in-fort-lauderdale/tropical-acres-

restaurant-destroyed-fire 

19. August 29, MetroWest Daily News – (Massachusetts) Framingham Police investigate 

bomb threat at grocery store. Police are investigating a bomb threat August 29 at the 

Whole Foods Market on Rte. 9 in Framingham, Massachusetts. The deputy police chief 

said an anonymous man called the grocery store around 9:15 a.m., said there was a 

bomb in the building, and hung up. The store was evacuated, and police officers and 

firefighters, along with a store manager, searched the building and found nothing 

suspicious. Police believe a man who was kicked out of another store August 29 for 

trying to buy liquor while drunk may have called the wrong store to make the threat, 

the deputy police chief said. The incident is under investigation. 

Source: http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/news/x1688627055/Framingham-Police-

investigate-bomb-threat-at-grocery-store 

20. August 29, WBTV 3 Charlotte – (North Carolina) Firefighters respond to ammonia 

leak at Union Co. plant. Firefighters were called August 29 to an ammonia leak at a 

plant in Union County, North Carolina. The incident was reported around 3:30 p.m. at 

U.S. Cold Storage in Marshville. As of 4:20 p.m., officials said the leak was under 

control and there were no evacuations. U.S. Cold Storage is across the road from the 

Pilgrim’s Pride poultry processing plant, which had an ammonia leak early in August. 

Workers at that plant returned to work August 28 after the plant was shut down for 

nearly two weeks. 

Source: http://www.wbtv.com/story/15353734/firefighters-respond-to-ammonia-leak-

at-union-co-plant 

21. August 27, Food Safety News – (North Carolina) Marshals seize food at North 

Carolina warehouse. At the request of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 

U.S. Marshals August 25 seized all FDA-regulated food susceptible to rodent and pest 

contamination at a Durham, North Carolina warehouse. The products owned by CFSD, 

Inc., which does business as Chan’s Food Service, were seized under a warrant issued 

by the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina. According to the 

government’s complaint, the unsanitary condition of the warehouse rendered the 

products adulterated as defined by the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. The 

FDA said an inspection conducted from July 25 through August 3 found evidence of an 

active and widespread rodent infestation at the warehouse. FDA investigators said they 

saw rodent nesting sites, numerous rodent excreta pellets on and around food products, 

rodent-gnawed containers of food, as well as one live and eight dead rodents near food 

product storage. They said they also observed food product spills, open boxes of food, 

rotten food items, trash throughout the facility, and noted many potential entryways for 

pests, including open doors, gaps in doors, broken windows, and a hole in the outside 

wall. 

Source: http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/08/marshals-seize-food-at-north-

carolina-warehouse/ 

http://www.examiner.com/city-buzz-in-fort-lauderdale/tropical-acres-restaurant-destroyed-fire
http://www.examiner.com/city-buzz-in-fort-lauderdale/tropical-acres-restaurant-destroyed-fire
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/news/x1688627055/Framingham-Police-investigate-bomb-threat-at-grocery-store
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/news/x1688627055/Framingham-Police-investigate-bomb-threat-at-grocery-store
http://www.wbtv.com/story/15353734/firefighters-respond-to-ammonia-leak-at-union-co-plant
http://www.wbtv.com/story/15353734/firefighters-respond-to-ammonia-leak-at-union-co-plant
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/08/marshals-seize-food-at-north-carolina-warehouse/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/08/marshals-seize-food-at-north-carolina-warehouse/
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For another story, see item 24  

 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

22. August 30, WMAR 2 Baltimore – (Maryland) 17 million gallons of sewage a day 

flowing into Chesapeake Bay. Baltimore County Department of Public Works (DPW) 

reported August 30 that Hurricane Irene, last week’s earthquake, or a combination of 

both have caused a major sewage line to break in Baltimore County, Maryland. DPW 

said it is a 54 inch main in the south part of the county in a neighborhood called the 

Baltimore Highlands. The pipe transports about 17 million gallons of sewage daily 

from the western half of the county into the city treatment plant. This overflow is on-

going and cannot be shut off during work, resulting in 17 million gallons of raw sewage 

a day pouring into a small river which leads to the harbor and then the Chesapeake Bay. 

DPW says the repairs should be completed by September 2. Nearly half of the county’s 

stations were affected by Hurricane Irene. In several cases where power is supplied to 

the stations through 2 independent electrical feeds, both feeds were knocked out of 

service. At other stations trees downed over power lines prevented crews from 

accessing the stations with generators until Baltimore Gas and Electric could confirm 

the power lines were not charged. The following bodies of water were affected: Big 

Gunpowder Falls, Patapsco River, Bird River, Beaver Dam Run, Shallow Creek, Old 

Road Bay, Back River, Lake Roland, Jones Creek, North Branch River, and Jones 

Falls. Baltimore County’s Department of Health (Environmental Health Services) will 

monitor water quality in the Patapsco area affected by the overflow and will publish 

water contact advisories when necessary on the Agency’s website. DPW believes the 

pre-stressed concrete cylinders used to create the main line may be linked to a troubled 

batch produced in the 1970’s that are now known to fail. 

Source: http://www.abc2news.com/dpp/news/region/baltimore_county/millions-of-

gallons-of-sewage-overflow 

23. August 30, U.S. Geological Survey – (National) Arsenic, uranium, and other trace 

elements, a potential concern in private drinking wells. About 20 percent of 

untreated water samples from public, private, and monitoring wells across the nation 

contain concentrations of at least one trace element, such as arsenic, manganese, and 

uranium, at levels of potential health concern, according to a new study by the U.S. 

Geological Survey (USGS). ―In public wells these contaminants are regulated by the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and contaminants are removed from the water 

before people drink it,‖ said a USGS hydrologist and lead author on the study. 

―However, trace elements could be present in water from private wells at levels that are 

considered to pose a risk to human health, because they aren’t subject to regulations.‖ 

Most trace elements, including manganese and arsenic, get into the water through the 

natural process of rock weathering. Radon, derived from naturally occurring uranium in 

aquifers, also occurs frequently at high levels in groundwater. Human activities like 

mining, waste disposal, and construction also can contribute to trace elements in 

groundwater. The findings are based on over 5,000 samples collected primarily from 

http://www.abc2news.com/dpp/news/region/baltimore_county/millions-of-gallons-of-sewage-overflow
http://www.abc2news.com/dpp/news/region/baltimore_county/millions-of-gallons-of-sewage-overflow
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public and private wells nationwide. 

Source: http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=2914&from=rss 

24. August 30, Daily Riverfront Times St. Louis – (National) Roundup chemical found in 

water, soil throughout Mississippi River basin. The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 

put out a press release August 29 warning of increased frequency of glysophate found 

in water and soil within the Mississippi River Basin. Glysophate is sold under the 

tradename of Roundup, a best-selling herbicide for St. Louis-based Monsanto. USGS 

said that the use of Roundup in U.S. agriculture increased eight-fold over the past two 

decades from 11,000 tons in 1992 to 88,000 tons in 2007. As its use increased, so too 

has the places where its remnants can be found in water and soil. Today glysophate is 

detected in the surface waters, rain, and air in areas of the basin where it is heavily 

used, according to the USGS. Moreover, the consistent occurrence of glyphosate 

indicates that the chemical is transporting from farm fields to the broader environment. 

The Mississippi River Basin encompasses most of the Midwest. Glysophate is the most 

commonly used herbicide in the world, yet the USGS warns that scientists ―know very 

little about its long term effects to the environment.‖ 

Source: 

http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2011/08/roundup_chemical_found_in_wate.ph

p 

25. August 29, WFMZ 69 Allentown – (Pennsylvania) Ruptured main spilling sewage 

into Schuylkill River in Reading. Crews have been working to stop a ruptured main 

discovered August 29 from spilling sewage into the Schuylkill River near Reading, 

Pennsylvania. A significant amount of sewage spilled from the 42-inch main, which 

typically pumps up to 12 million gallons a day to the sewage treatment plant on Fritz’s 

Island into the river, said the director of public works. The break in the main could be 

the result of the recent earthquake, the hurricane, or just old age. It is the same main 

that ruptured and resulted in a major sewage spill in 2008, officials said. 

Source: http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-berks/Ruptured-main-spilling-

sewage-into-Schuylkill-River-in-Reading/-/121418/467654/-/10t4h3t/-/ 

26. August 29, WTOL 11 Toledo – (Ohio) Algae bloom in Lake Erie causing increased 

toxicity. New, heightened warnings were issued August 29 for the Lake Erie shoreline 

in Ohio, as tests show increased levels of toxic algae in the water. Signs were posted at 

Maumee Bay State Park, warning visitors not to swim in the water and to avoid 

touching the surface scum. The algae bloom is toxic to mammals, damaging the liver. 

―It’s a concern for humans‖ said an ecologist with the University of Toledo. Engineers 

with the Ottawa County Water Treatment Plant in Port Clinton said tests have showed 

algae in their raw water samples, but not in tap, treated water. Water is taken directly 

from Lake Erie to the water treatment facility. The algae bloom is a growing concern. It 

comes from increased levels of phosphorus, the result of fertilizer runoff in rivers that 

lead to Lake Erie. 

Source: http://www.wtol.com/story/15355174/algae-bloom-in-lake-erie-causing-

increased-toxicity 

For another story, see item 3  

http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=2914&from=rss
http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2011/08/roundup_chemical_found_in_wate.php
http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2011/08/roundup_chemical_found_in_wate.php
http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-berks/Ruptured-main-spilling-sewage-into-Schuylkill-River-in-Reading/-/121418/467654/-/10t4h3t/-/
http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-berks/Ruptured-main-spilling-sewage-into-Schuylkill-River-in-Reading/-/121418/467654/-/10t4h3t/-/
http://www.wtol.com/story/15355174/algae-bloom-in-lake-erie-causing-increased-toxicity
http://www.wtol.com/story/15355174/algae-bloom-in-lake-erie-causing-increased-toxicity
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[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

27. August 30, Associated Press – (Wisconsin) Wisconsin clinic warns of possible 

exposure to HIV, other diseases. Dean Clinic officials in Madison, Wisconsin, are 

trying to contact 2,345 patients August 29 after a nurse apparently spent five years 

improperly using diabetic injection devices on them, potentially exposing them to 

blood-borne diseases such as HIV. Clinic officials are trying to contact patients who 

saw the nurse from 2006 and until she left her job two weeks ago. They want the 

patients to come in for testing for HIV as well as hepatitis B and C. State and local 

health officials said they are monitoring the situation, but no one had detected any 

diseases connected to the nurse as of August 29. The clinic’s chief medical officer said 

the nurse is a certified diabetic educator. Earlier this month, another clinic employee 

reported that the nurse was improperly using a device known as an insulin 

demonstration pen, which resembles a large hypodermic needle and injects insulin into 

the bloodstream, as well as a more widely-known finger prick device for blood tests. 

The nurse was supposed to demonstrate how to use the pen on pillows and oranges, but 

an internal investigation showed she was using the same pen on people. She used clean 

needles each time, but using the pen on a person could allow a microscopic backwash 

of blood to flow back into the pen’s reservoir, potentially contaminating it and putting 

the next patient at risk. 

Source: http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-wisconsin-clinic-

warns-of-possible-exposure-to-hiv-other-diseases-20110830,0,7039105.story 

28. August 29, Associated Press – (Vermont) Vermont’s state psychiatric hospital 

evacuated because of floodwaters in Irene’s aftermath. Vermont’s state hospital is 

being evacuated after floodwaters threatened the Waterbury facility. Vermont 

Department of Human Services Secretary said August 29 that all 51 patients and staff 

who are traveling with them are being placed in other facilities like Fletcher Allen 

Health Care in Burlington, the Brattleboro Retreat, and the Southern Vermont 

Correctional Facility. The psychiatric hospital lost power August 28 and some of the 

patients had to be evacuated from the first level of the hospital when rising water from 

the remnants of Hurricane Irene inundated the town. Boats were on standby with the 

National Guard the night of August 28, in case the hospital had to be evacuated. 

Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/vermonts-state-

psychiatric-hospital-evacuated-because-of-floodwaters-in-irenes-

aftermath/2011/08/29/gIQAxD9xnJ_story.html 

29. August 29, Associated Press – (Minnesota) Duluth hospital evacuates staff after 

fire. St. Luke’s hospital in Duluth, Minnesota, evacuated some staff and implemented 

its emergency plan after a fire August 29. Firefighters responded to an automatic fire 

alarm at the hospital just after 9:30 a.m. and found flames coming from an exterior roof 

structure near a hospital entrance. The fire was stopped before it could get inside, but 

smoke entered the facility. That prompted the hospital to evacuate staff from the smoky 

area while firefighters ventilated the building. Damage was estimated at $50,000. The 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-wisconsin-clinic-warns-of-possible-exposure-to-hiv-other-diseases-20110830,0,7039105.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-wisconsin-clinic-warns-of-possible-exposure-to-hiv-other-diseases-20110830,0,7039105.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/vermonts-state-psychiatric-hospital-evacuated-because-of-floodwaters-in-irenes-aftermath/2011/08/29/gIQAxD9xnJ_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/vermonts-state-psychiatric-hospital-evacuated-because-of-floodwaters-in-irenes-aftermath/2011/08/29/gIQAxD9xnJ_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/vermonts-state-psychiatric-hospital-evacuated-because-of-floodwaters-in-irenes-aftermath/2011/08/29/gIQAxD9xnJ_story.html
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Duluth fire marshal’s office is investigating. No patients were evacuated. 

Source: http://www.valleynewslive.com/story/15353331/duluth-hospital-evacuates-

staff-after-fire 

30. August 29, WEWS 5 Cleveland – (Ohio) Ohio health care computer glitch still 

causing problems for patients, providers. A new Ohio health care computer system, 

known as MITS, continues to cause problems for thousands of health care patients and 

providers, it was reported August 29. State officials are starting to resolve some of the 

problems and 8,000 out of 15,000 Ohioans accidentally kicked out of a Medicare 

Savings Program have been re-enrolled, according to a state representative. Some 450 

emergency checks were sent out last week to health care providers whose claims had 

been erroneously denied, according to spokesman for the Ohio Department of Job and 

Family Services (ODJFS). ODJFS is continuing to ―monitor denied claims and fix 

errors as they are identified,‖ said the spokesman. Since August 2, there have been 

about 226,000 calls to the state’s Help Desk. 

Source: http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/investigations/ohio-health-

care-computer-glitch-still-causing-problems-for-patients-providers 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

31. August 30, Associated Press – (Illinois) Police: Man tried to back semi rig into 

courthouse. A trucker upset about child-support matters was charged with felony 

criminal property damage after police said he intentionally tried backing his tractor-

trailer into a courthouse August 29 in Edwardsville, Illinois. The Edwardsville police 

chief said 42-year-old man’s attempt to ram the Madison County courthouse failed 

when the Collinsville man’s semi rig got stuck on the property steps. The police said 

the man left the scene and surrendered at the nearby county jail. He was charged with 

criminal damage to state-supported property valued at more than $500. He was jailed 

August 30 on $25,000 bond. 

Source: http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local/illinois&id=8334901 

32. August 29, WISN 12 Milwaukee – (Wisconsin) Batteries force evacuation of 

Milwaukee’s federal courthouse. An area of the federal courthouse in downtown 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was evacuated for a short time August 29. The Milwaukee Fire 

Department was called about 3 p.m. to check out a foul odor inside a room. The fire 

department said the smell was coming from several large batteries used as part of the 

backup telephone system. The room and surrounding area were evacuated, affecting 

about six people. 

Source: http://www.wisn.com/r/29018843/detail.html 

33. August 29, Minnestoa Public Radio News – (Minnesota) Mpls. school evacuated after 

science classroom explosion. A north Minneapolis high school was evacuated August 

29 morning after an explosion in a science classroom. The assistant chief of the 

Minneapolis Fire Department said crews were called to Patrick Henry High School at 

about 9:30 a.m. after a report of a chemical explosion. ―When they arrived there they 

http://www.valleynewslive.com/story/15353331/duluth-hospital-evacuates-staff-after-fire
http://www.valleynewslive.com/story/15353331/duluth-hospital-evacuates-staff-after-fire
http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/investigations/ohio-health-care-computer-glitch-still-causing-problems-for-patients-providers
http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/investigations/ohio-health-care-computer-glitch-still-causing-problems-for-patients-providers
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local/illinois&id=8334901
http://www.wisn.com/r/29018843/detail.html
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found an injured male teacher [with] minor injuries, burns and cuts, and some damage 

to a table and some chairs in the science lab in a classroom,‖ he said. The teacher was 

preparing for a classroom demonstration when the explosion occurred. ―It was a 

combination of a crystallized form of hydrogen peroxide, hydrogen chloride, and 

acetone,‖ he added. ―These chemicals had been mixed and prepared several days in 

advance.‖ No students were in the classroom at the time of the explosion. The injured 

teacher was taken to North Memorial Medical Center for treatment of minor burns and 

cuts. Evacuated students were allowed back into the school at around 11:15 a.m. 

August 29. 

Source: http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2011/08/29/minneapolis-school-

evacuated-after-science-classroom-explosion/ 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 
 

Nothing to report 

 

[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

34. August 30, The Register – (International) Fake Facebook spam cannon fires double-

shotted malware. Malicious spam messages generated by the Cutwail botnet are 

targeting Facebook users as potential banking trojan victims. The messages arrive in 

the guise of a Facebook friend invite notification. The e-mails look genuine on casual 

inspection, due to the malware-spinners’ apparent use of a genuine Facebook template. 

But where a genuine Facebook invite contains links to the real social networking site, 

the malicious e-mails feature custom links to malware sites. In addition, the e-mails 

differ from the genuine article because they do not feature Facebook profile photos. 

The recipient’s e-mail address is also absent from the fine print at the bottom of the 

bogus invites. Users tricked into clicking on the malicious link are exposed to a double-

barrelled malware based attack. First, they are offered a bogus Adobe Flash update. In 

addition, clicking on the link opens a hidden iFrame, which then loads data from a 

remote server hosting the Blackhole Exploit Kit. The exploit kit attempts to exploit 

browser security holes, most notably involving insecure Java installations. Both 

techniques attempt to download a variant of the infamous zeus banking trojan onto 

compromised systems. Impersonating e-mail notifications from Facebook is a common 

technique among spammers and purveyors of survey scams, but no one has seen it 

applied to punt banking trojans before. 

Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2011/08/30/facebook_spam_punts_zeus_trojan/ 

35. August 30, IDG News Service – (International) Google says Gmail attack focused on 

Iranian targets. Google said August 28 an attack mounted against its Gmail service 

targeted users primarily located in Iran, although the company has taken steps to block 

further interception attempts. Google discovered that attackers had acquired a Secure 

Sockets Layer (SSL) certificate valid for any Web site in the google.com domain. The 

http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2011/08/29/minneapolis-school-evacuated-after-science-classroom-explosion/
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2011/08/29/minneapolis-school-evacuated-after-science-classroom-explosion/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2011/08/30/facebook_spam_punts_zeus_trojan/
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SSL certificate is used to vouch for the authenticity of Web sites and protect against 

security threats such as ―man-in-the-middle‖ attacks. A Dutch certificate authority, 

DigiNotar, issued an SSL certificate for the google.com domain July 10, without 

Google’s knowledge. It has since revoked the certificate. Using a fake certificate would 

allow attackers to capture the login details for a person’s Gmail account without a 

warning coming from the browser that something suspicious is happening, allowing 

them access to the e-mail account. Google said ―the people affected were primarily 

located in Iran,‖ although the company did not detail further if it believed their 

accounts were compromised. To perform the attack, an attacker would need to ―poison‖ 

a Domain Name System (DNS) cache. DNS is used to lookup the IP address for where 

a domain is located, but many organizations run their own DNS servers that caches the 

information to speed the lookup process up, updating it periodically. That tampering 

could allow a random IP address to appear as a ―*google.com‖ site. Combined with the 

fraudulent certificate that fools the Web browser’s warning system, a person would not 

know if they were hacked. 

Source: 

http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9219582/Google_says_Gmail_attack_focused

_on_Iranian_targets 

36. August 29, Help Net Security – (International) Google servers as a DDoS 

tool. Google’s servers can be used by cyber attackers to launch DDoS attacks, claims a 

penetration tester for Italian security consulting firm AIR Sicurezza. He discovered two 

vulnerable pages — /_/sharebox/linkpreview/ and gadgets/proxy? — can be used to 

request any file type, which Google+ will download and show — even if the attacker is 

not logged into Google+. By making many such request simultaneously — which he 

managed to do by using a shell script he wrote — he virtually used Google’s bandwidth 

to orchestrate a small DDoS attack against a server he owns. He pointed out his home 

bandwidth cannot exceed 6Mbps, and that the use of Google’s server resulted in an 

output bandwidth of at least 91Mbps. ―The advantage of using Google and make 

requests through their servers, is to be even more anonymous when you attack some 

site (TOR+This method); The funny thing is that apache will log Google IPs,‖ the 

researcher said. He said he discovered the flaws that allow the attack August 10 and 

that he contacted Google’s Security center about it. After 19 days of receiving no reply 

from Google, he published his findings. 

Source: http://www.net-security.org/secworld.php?id=11530 

 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 

visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 

 

Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 

Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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Communications Sector 

37. August 29, Computerworld – (National) Irene’s wrath leaves 6,500 cell towers out, 

FCC says. Updated figures released by federal officials August 29 showed 6,500 cell 

towers and sites were damaged or disrupted as a result of Hurricane Irene. That number 

includes about 44 percent of all cell sites in Vermont, which suffered massive flooding 

that cut off dozens of towns. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) updated 

its count of outages at 3 p.m. EDT August 29, based on reports to the FCC by 

registered communications providers. The FCC reported more than four times as many 

cell site outages August 29 than it did August 28, taking into account the more recent 

ravages of Irene in New England states such as Vermont and Connecticut. The count 

August 29 was 6,500, compared with 1,400 cell site outages August 28. The August 29 

figures also showed 210,000 wired customers out of service that afternoon, compared 

to 132,000 August 28. Twice as many customers, 1 million, were without cable service 

August 29, compared with 500,000 August 28, the FCC said. Also, 2 TV stations and 

10 radio stations were down as of August 29, the FCC said. The updated FCC figures 

show about 44 percent of all cell sites were out in Vermont, 35 percent in Connecticut, 

31 percent in Rhode Island, and 25 percent in Virginia. In North Carolina, the 

percentage dropped to 11 percent of cell sites down, an improvement from 14 percent 

of the total registered August 28, the FCC said. 

Source: 

http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9219567/Irene_s_wrath_leaves_6_500_cell_t

owers_out_FCC_says 

38. August 29, Yuma Sun – (Arizona; National) Storms disrupt Time Warner services. In 

addition to sporadic power outages caused by a storm August 27, residents of Yuma, 

Arizona, reported issues with their Internet and telephone services August 28. They 

were not alone, as a few thousand Time Warner Cable subscribers across the United 

States also were affected. ―On Sunday, August 28, some Time Warner Cable customers 

experienced intermittent service, but service has now been restored,‖ a Time Warner 

Cable spokesman said August 29. There were some issues due to the storm back East, 

as well as some failures of some of our circuits on our network, and it just kind of 

snowballed,‖ Time Warner Cable’s Southwest area manager said. ―As we worked 

through that process, we brought our customers back up online [August 28].‖ 

Source: http://www.yumasun.com/news/customers-72568-time-issues.html 

39. August 29, Baltimore Sun – (Maryland) WBAL radio temporarily knocked off the 

air - by weather after the storm. WBAL radio, in Baltimore, Maryland, one of the 

most powerful broadcast outlets on the East Coast, was temporarily knocked off the air 

for about 5 hours August 29, the station’s general manager said. He described the 

outage, which began at noon, as a ―very frustrating experience.‖ The station resumed 

broadcasting at 5:30 p.m. ―It’s a major power issue, and it is weather related,‖ he said 

during the outage. The station continued to produce its regular shows, and could be 

heard online. 

Source: http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2011-08-29/entertainment/bal-wbal-radio-

knocked-off-the-air-weather-20110829_1_wbal-radio-general-manager-ed-kiernan-

storm-coverage 

http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9219567/Irene_s_wrath_leaves_6_500_cell_towers_out_FCC_says
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9219567/Irene_s_wrath_leaves_6_500_cell_towers_out_FCC_says
http://www.yumasun.com/news/customers-72568-time-issues.html
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2011-08-29/entertainment/bal-wbal-radio-knocked-off-the-air-weather-20110829_1_wbal-radio-general-manager-ed-kiernan-storm-coverage
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2011-08-29/entertainment/bal-wbal-radio-knocked-off-the-air-weather-20110829_1_wbal-radio-general-manager-ed-kiernan-storm-coverage
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2011-08-29/entertainment/bal-wbal-radio-knocked-off-the-air-weather-20110829_1_wbal-radio-general-manager-ed-kiernan-storm-coverage
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40. August 29, Erie Times-News – (Pennsylvania) WQLN-TV still off air, could resume 

broadcasting tonight. WQLN-TV in Erie, Pennsylvania, is still off the air, the Erie-

Times news reported August 29. The station has been unable to broadcast since a storm 

damaged the station transmitter August 25. Technicians replaced a transmitter tube and 

had hoped to resume broadcasting by the afternoon of August 29, WQLN’s director of 

creative services said just after 5 p.m. The goal was not accomplished. ―While that 

procedure has gone well, there were additional problems discovered that need to be 

addressed,‖ the director said. The prognosis afterward was that broadcasting would 

resume in a few hours, he said. 

Source: 

http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110829/NEWS02/308299903 

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

41. August 30, WTAE 4 Pittsburgh – (Pennsylvania) Construction collapse that injured 

workers under investigation. Three workers were injured when a building under 

construction partially collapsed in the afternoon August 29 in Arnold, Pennsylvania. 

WTAE 4 Pittsburgh reported three men were carrying plywood when the roof 

collapsed. Two men were trapped under the rubble and had to be rescued. They were 

taken to an area hospital with moderate injuries after falling about 20 feet. A third man 

said he fell about 8 feet before his ankle got caught in some plywood about 12 feet 

above the ground. A fire official said the contractor was loading plywood to begin work 

on the roof when either a crane hit the building or the structure collapsed from the 

added weight. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration is investigating. 

Source: http://www.wtae.com/r/29018379/detail.html 

42. August 30, Lower Hudson Journal News – (New York) Rye apartments may be 

uninhabitable for weeks after 7,000-gallon oil spill. A fuel tank that ruptured at the 

Highlands apartment complex in Rye, New York, during the flooding from Tropical 

Storm Irene spilled as much as 7,000 gallons of oil and will likely keep residents out of 

their homes for weeks, according to the White Plains Journal News August 30. 

Officials told residents August 29 they could not return to the damaged building for the 

time being. The building has 99 residential units and 3 businesses. The waters receded 

early August 29, but the fuel remained. A spokeswoman for the Department of Health 

said before tenants can return, the building must be decontaminated and its electrical 

system repaired. She said it could take several weeks for residents on the upper floors 

to be able to move back in; for residents who live in 10 units directly affected by the oil 

spill, the cleanup could take much longer. 

Source: http://www.lohud.com/article/20110830/NEWS02/108300320/Rye-

apartments-may-uninhabitable-weeks-after-7-000-gallon-oil-spill 

43. August 29, Harrisburg Express-Times – (Pennsylvania) Palmer Park Mall evacuated 

after power outages, odor. The Palmer Park Mall in Easton, Pennsylvania, was 

evacuated August 29 and shut down because of an odor after partial power outages in 

the building, officials said. Hundreds of customers and employees were forced to leave 

http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110829/NEWS02/308299903
http://www.wtae.com/r/29018379/detail.html
http://www.lohud.com/article/20110830/NEWS02/108300320/Rye-apartments-may-uninhabitable-weeks-after-7-000-gallon-oil-spill
http://www.lohud.com/article/20110830/NEWS02/108300320/Rye-apartments-may-uninhabitable-weeks-after-7-000-gallon-oil-spill


 - 18 - 

the mall about 6:20 p.m. after visitors reported what smelled like a fire. There was no 

fire, and officials think the odor was caused by the mall’s heating ventilation and air 

conditioning system not receiving enough electricity due to power outages in certain 

parts of the mall, said the Palmer Township fire commissioner. As a precaution, power 

to the entire mall was shut down, officials said. The mall’s interim general manager 

said the managers were told to shut down their stores. 

Source: 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/index.ssf/2011/08/palmer_park_mall_evacuate

d_aft.html 

44. August 29, KDAF 33 Dallas – (Texas) Investigation underway after man falls off 

stairway at Rangers ballpark. A 24-year-old man fell in a stairwell at the Texas 

Rangers ballpark in Arlington, Texas, August 28 near the home plate gate while leaving 

the ballpark with friends. The man was knocked unconscious but survived the fall. An 

Arlington police official said ―it [did not] appear that there’s any foul play that [was] 

involved.‖ In July 2010, a fan fell from the stadium’s upper deck while trying to catch a 

foul ball. In July 2011, a firefighter died after falling over a railing while trying to catch 

a ball that had been tossed to him by a player. This prompted the ballpark to make 

some changes to the railings with the hopes of keeping fans safe. The Rangers are not 

saying much on this latest incident because unlike the previous falls which were caught 

on cameras inside the stadium, they are still trying to figure out how the man fell in a 

stairwell. ―We don’t know enough about the individual, what the circumstances were, 

whether or not he had been drinking, was he intoxicated, did he fall over another 

railing, was it too low,‖ an attorney said. He said the ballpark is likely reevaluating 

safety again. 

Source: http://www.the33tv.com/about/station/newsteam/kdaf-a-third-spectator-is-hurt-

after-falling-at-rangers-ballpark-20110829,0,6018548.story 

45. August 29, Associated Press – (Vermont) 300 guests stranded at Killington, Vt. Part 

of a ski lodge has collapsed at Vermont’s Killington resort and about 400 people were 

stranded August 29 at hotels and condominiums at the ski area because of road damage 

from Tropical Storm Irene, according to the Associated Press. The marketing manager 

for Killington said part of the K-1 lodge was eroded by the flooding of the Roaring 

Brook. He said about half of the Superstar Pub collapsed. He also said about 100 

Killington resort staff and 300 guests are stranded at hotels or condominiums, which 

are cut off by road damage. 

Source: http://www.chron.com/news/article/300-guests-stranded-at-Killington-Vt-

hotel-2146476.php 

[Return to top]  
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46. August 30, San Francisco Chronicle – (California) Fire near Yosemite remains a 

threat. A fire burning outside of Yosemite National Park that threatened homes and 

businesses was about 50 percent contained, prompting authorities August 29 to cancel 

forced evacuations in several Sierra communities in California. No structures have been 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/index.ssf/2011/08/palmer_park_mall_evacuated_aft.html
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http://www.the33tv.com/about/station/newsteam/kdaf-a-third-spectator-is-hurt-after-falling-at-rangers-ballpark-20110829,0,6018548.story
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destroyed since a motor home caught fire and sparked the fire August 25 on Highway 

140 near Cedar Lodge along the Merced River. Three firefighters have suffered heat-

related injuries. Highway 140, one of the main roads into Yosemite, was closed from 4 

miles west of the park to Midpines, 15 miles to the west. But the highway was set to 

reopen the highway at 6 a.m. August 30 for traffic traveling east toward El Portal. The 

westbound road is schedule to be reopened 45 minutes later. The fire has burned more 

than 5,231 acres and forced the mandatory evacuations of about 70 homes in 

Rancheria, Cedar Lodge, Incline, and El Portal Trailer Village, and campgrounds along 

Incline Road. Fire officials planned to allow residents return to their homes starting at 9 

p.m. August 29. More than 1,200 firefighters, on the ground and in the air, have been 

battling the blaze fueled by pine and brush on the steep canyon slopes along both sides 

of Merced River. 

Source: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-

bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/08/30/BAGJ1KTEO7.DTL 

47. August 30, Montgomery County Courier – (Texas) Arson suspected in Porter 

wildfire. A large wildfire in East Montgomery County, Texas, broke out August 29, 

forcing residents on Mace Drive and Joseph Drive to evacuate as the fire spread. Fire 

crews from Porter and New Caney, as well as the Texas Forest Service, worked to 

contain it. Fire officials and residents said they believe arson may be a factor. The 4 

p.m. evacuation order was lifted about 8 p.m., enabling residents to go home. A 

Montgomery County assistant fire marshal said more than six fires have occurred in a 

densely wooded tract of land, approximately 110 acres. He said investigators do not 

have any leads or suspects. Concern over wildfire embers drifting down on homes on 

the streets were the primary reason the evacuations were ordered, the assistant fire 

marshal said. 

Source: http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/courier/news/arson-suspected-in-porter-

wildfire/article_cb375652-61a6-5e90-9fc8-e36cde45ce78.html 

48. August 29, Reuters – (Wyoming) Grizzly killed Yellowstone hiker found dead in 

park. A 59-year-old hiker found dead August 26 on a backcountry trail in Yellowstone 

National Park in Wyoming was killed by a grizzly bear in the park’s second fatal bear 

mauling this summer, park officials said August 29. The two fatal attacks occurred 

within several miles of one another, and park officials were examining whether the 

same bear was involved in both incidents, a Yellowstone spokesman said. The body of 

the Chassell, Michigan man was discovered by two other hikers along the Mary 

Mountain Trail amid signs of grizzly activity at the scene, including bear tracks. But it 

had not been clear until an autopsy was performed whether the man was the victim of a 

bear attack or if his body had been scavenged after he had died by other means. 

―Results from an autopsy conducted August 28 concluded that Wallace died as a result 

of traumatic injuries from a bear attack,‖ a U.S. Park Service statement said. 

Source: http://news.yahoo.com/autopsy-confirms-grizzly-killed-yellowstone-hiker-

164640318.html 
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49. August 29, New Orleans Times-Picayne – (Louisiana) New Orleans levees get a near-

failing grade in new corps rating system. A new U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

rating system for the nation’s levees delivered a near-failing grade to New Orleans, 

Louisiana area dikes, despite the internationally acclaimed $10 billion effort to rebuild 

the system in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Corps officials confirmed. 

Preliminary rankings obtained by the Times-Picayune show that the Corps believes 

there is still a significant risk of flooding from major hurricanes or river floods that are 

greater than the design heights of Mississippi River levees and hurricane levees on both 

the east and west banks. In both cases, the levees were rated Class II or ―urgent (unsafe 

or potentially unsafe),‖ on a scale of I to V. The new rating system was ordered by 

Congress in 2006, in the aftermath of Katrina. It is aimed at helping Congress and 

federal and local officials determine what levees must be improved. The rating, 

however, does not take into account the Corps’ plans to ―armor‖ earthen segments of 

the system to reduce the chances of erosion if they are overtopped, said a levee safety 

official with the Corps. 

Source: 

http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2011/08/new_orleans_levees_get_a_near-

.html 

50. August 29, Associated Press – (North Dakota) Corps to increase Jamestown, 

Pipestem releases. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said it will increase releases 

from the Jamestown and Pipestem reservoirs in North Dakota to a combined level of 

2,200 cubic feet per second (cfs) on August 29. Construction of emergency levees by 

the city of Jamestown is expected to be completed the weekend of September 2, which 

will provide a capacity of approximately 2,400 cfs. The releases are expected to cause 

river levels to rise about 0.3 feet. If required, 50-cubic-feet-per-second increases will 

begin as early as Wednesday until the target flow is reached. 

Source: http://www.devilslakejournal.com/newsnow/x626595519/Corps-to-increase-

Jamestown-Pipestem-releases 

51. August 29, KCAU 9 Sioux City – (Iowa) Gavins Point Dam will hit 90,000 cfs 

Tuesday. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers brought releases at Gavins Point Dam in 

Iowa down to 95,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) August 29, KCAU 9 reported. On 

August 30th, the Corps plans to lower releases to 90,000 cfs. After that, they will stop 

in order to evaluate how the levees are holding up. The Corps said they will hold 

releases until about September 15th and then lower them to 85,000 cfs with the goal to 

have releases down to 40,000 cfs by the end of September. 

Source: http://www.kcautv.com/story/15352087/gavins-point-dam-will-hit-90000-cfs-

tuesday 

52. August 29, Contra Costa Times – (California) Earthquake simulator gives model 

levee a big shake. A model levee wobbled and tossed as if it were on a giant waterbed 

but held up nearly intact during a series of simulated earthquakes August 29. The tests 

were meant to investigate a deep concern among water suppliers around California — 

that an earthquake in or near the East Bay could cause massive flooding in the Delta 

and foul water supplies. A series of simulations on a 6-foot-high levee appeared to 

show that the soupy foundations that stirred such concern are surprisingly resilient. The 
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experiment was believed to be the first time field tests have been done to determine 

how levees on peat soil fare during earthquakes. In test after test, the model levee, built 

to perform like many of the 1,100 miles of levees that separate Delta channels and 

islands, held up. The test was the highlight of a four-year, $375,000 study funded by 

the National Science Foundation. The study is meant only to provide information about 

how the peat foundation would perform in an earthquake. 

Source: http://www.mercurynews.com/news/ci_18782550 

[Return to top]  
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