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• The U.S. Army improperly tested new bullet-blocking plates for body armor, and cannot be 
sure 5 million pieces can protect U.S. troops, a Defense Department report found. – 
Associated Press (See item 11)  

• The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection sent orders August 17 directing 
owners of 30 dams to make repairs or conduct more detailed inspections after a rainstorm 
caused four dam failures. – NewJerseyNewsroom.com (See item 51)  

 
Fast Jump Menu 

PRODUCTION INDUSTRIES SERVICE INDUSTRIES 
• Energy  • Banking and Finance  
• Chemical  • Transportation  
• Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste  • Postal and Shipping  
• Critical Manufacturing  • Information Technology  
• Defense Industrial Base  • Communications  
• Dams  • Commercial Facilities  
SUSTENANCE and HEALTH  FEDERAL and STATE 
• Agriculture and Food  • Government Facilities  
• Water  • Emergency Services  
• Public Health and Healthcare  • National Monuments and Icons  

 
 
Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: LOW, Cyber: LOW 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. August 17, West Virginia Public Broadcasting – (West Virginia) WV has 13,000 
abandoned wells, report says. The state of West Virginia has 13,000 oil and gas wells 
that are classified as abandoned, according to the West Virginia Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP)’s recently-released State of the Environment report. 
State law defines an abandoned well as any that is completed as a dry hole or hasn’t 
been used for a period of 12 consecutive months. By these standards, the DEP has 
classified 13,000 wells as abandoned. Such wells are required to be plugged by their 
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operators unless they demonstrate they can be used for a substantial purpose in the 
future. In the last 7 years, the DEP has reclaimed or plugged more than 250 wells. Their 
efforts come at a cost of more than $6 million. 
Source: http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=21354 

2. August 17, El Paso Times – (Texas; New Mexico; Arizona) Report: Utilities could 
have done better. Power generators in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, including El 
Paso Electric, could have done a better job of handling February's big freeze to avoid 
power outages that affected several million people, according to a 357-page report 
issued August 16 by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation (NAERC). The report also said Southwest 
power producers need to beef up their cold-weather defenses. A task force of officials 
from both groups, which oversee the nation's power providers, issued the report after a 
6-month inquiry. It also looked at freeze-related problems with natural gas suppliers. 
Sixty-seven percent of power generator failures were directly tied to cold temperatures, 
including frozen equipment, frozen water lines, frozen sensing lines, frozen valves and 
blade icing, the inquiry found. No state or federal regulations require power generators 
to winterize power plants, the inquiry found. The report urges states to look at 
implementing such regulations in the future. The NAERC plans to begin the process of 
amending its reliability standards to add requirements for winterizing power plants. 
Source: http://www.istockanalyst.com/business/news/5363035/report-utilities-could-
have-done-better 

3. August 17, HazardEx – (Illinois) Gas plant explosion injures five. An explosion that 
injured five people was reported at the Natural Gas Pipeline Company of America plant 
near Herscher, Illinois. The explosion occurred August 16 during routine maintenance, 
and is not thought to be due to a gas leak. All five people were hospitalized. A 
spokesman for Kinder Morgan, the company that operates the natural gas pipeline said 
the flash fire and explosion occurred while the employees were working in the building 
at station 201. All five who were injured work as operations specialists and welders. 
They were apparently working together on a welding job at the time of the flash fire 
and explosion. The gas plant sits on 80 acres and uses an underground gas dome as a 
reservoir for about 120 billion cubic feet of gas stored at depths of 1,900 to 2,400 feet. 
Above ground, a system of wells and piping cover about 6 square miles. 
Source: http://www.hazardexonthenet.net/article/44270/Gas-plant-explosion-injures-
five.aspx?AreaID=2 

4. August 17, EcoSeed – (National) U.S. launches $510 million plan to build, retrofit 
biofuel plants. The U.S. President unveiled a 3-year plan involving the departments of 
agriculture, energy, and navy to invest up to $510 million for the production of 
advanced drop-in aviation and marine biofuels for military use and commercial 
transportation. The joint plan calls for the three departments to invest around $170 
million each, and to make these investments in partnership with the private sector. 
Substantial cost sharing must come from private companies, at the ratio of at least a 
one-to-one match. The inter-agency biofuels investment strategy, initially agreed upon 
by the departments under a memorandum of understanding issued last March, is being 
implemented under the president's directive to reduce dependence on foreign oil. The 
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investment plan will address problems with the lack of manufacturing capabilities for 
next-generation drop-in biofuels, bio-based jet, and diesel fuel for military and 
commercial purposes. The three departments will use funding from the plan to jointly 
construct or retrofit several drop-in biofuel plants and refineries. 
Source: http://www.ecoseed.org/bioenergy-blog/article/9-bioenergy/10820-u-s-
launches-$510-million-plan-to-build-retrofit-biofuel-plants 

5. August 16, WKYT 27 Lexington – (Kentucky) Investigators say man stole gas from a 
mine. Investigators said a Pike County, Kentucky, man stole hundreds of gallons of gas 
from a Floyd County mine. Floyd County sheriff's deputies said NFC Mining had 
gasoline thefts for more than 3 months. On August 14, deputies said they caught the 
suspect pumping diesel fuel from the mine into tanks and a 55-gallon drum on his 
truck. "We were there, had men waiting, and the guys pulled up and loaded about 200 
gallons of diesel fuel, off road fuel, and took off with it. When they left, we stopped 
them, and arrested them and brought them to jail," said a deputy. The man was charged 
with theft. 
Source: 
http://www.wkyt.com/news/headlines/Investigators_say_man_stole_gas_from_a_mine
_127912548.html?ref=548 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 
 
See items 10 and 45  

 
[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

6. August 17, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission – (Florida) NRC investigates brief 
loss of intake cooling function at Turkey Point nuclear plant. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) staff began a special inspection August 17 at FPL’s Turkey Point 
nuclear power plant near Homestead, Florida, to assess circumstances surrounding the 
brief loss of the intake cooling water function at one of the plant’s two nuclear units. 
On August 11, Turkey Point Unit 3 lost the function of the intake cooling water system 
for 20 minutes when an open valve closed and then failed. The system provides cooling 
to important plant equipment. NRC staff determined that because the failure resulted in 
the loss of a safety system and because there is also a potential generic concern, a 
special inspection was appropriate. The special inspection team includes two inspectors 
from the NRC’s region office in Atlanta, as well as an acting resident inspector already 
at the Turkey Point plant. The team will develop a timeline and review FPL’s response 
to the event, assess the plant’s ability to meet its design functions, review maintenance 
and testing performed for the valve, and assess the company’s problem investigation 
activities. Turkey Point Nuclear Generating Unit 3 is a 720-megawatt pressurized water 
reactor that began commercial operations in 1972, and received approval in 2002 from 
the NRC to extend its operating license through 2032. 
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Source: 
http://www.pennenergy.com/index/power/display/5656259311/articles/pennenergy/po
wer/nuclear/2011/august/nrc-investigates_brief.html 

7. August 17, Mainichi Daily News – (International) Probe finds TEPCO failed to 
predict hydrogen explosion at Fukushima nuclear plant. The operator of the 
tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant in Japan failed to predict the 
hydrogen explosion that occurred March 12 following the disaster, sources involved in 
the investigation said. The investigation also revealed TEPCO did not prepare an 
instruction manual on procedures for venting to protect containment vessels when 
external power sources are lost. TEPCO officials told the fact-finding panel that 
workers had never imagined hydrogen would fill the reactor building and eventually 
explode because they were preoccupied with checking the conditions of the reactor and 
its containment vessel. Because the plant had no instruction manual on venting, 
workers were forced to consider a procedure for venting by closely examining the 
blueprint of the reactor. Due to insufficient communications between workers on the 
types of devices that were needed, various machines were brought into the plant, 
forcing workers to take time to select usable devices from among them. Moreover, 
some of the devices were mistakenly delivered to the wrong locations. Furthermore, the 
panel has discovered that the plant manager and other top officials with the plant failed 
to notice the isolation condenser (IC), necessary to cool down the core of the No. 1 
reactor in case of emergency, had stopped working, and considered countermeasures on 
the assumption that the IC was functioning properly. 
Source: http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20110817p2a00m0na016000c.html 

8. August 17, Reuters – (International) Japan utility may face delay in Fukushima 
cleanup plan. The operator of Japan's tsunami-hit Fukushima nuclear power plant said 
August 17 it would stick to its timetable of trying to achieve "cold shutdown" of 
damaged reactors by January, though technical problems could delay the plan. Tokyo 
Electric Power Co. (Tepco) first announced the cleanup plan in April, proposing to 
bring under control three nuclear reactors and four pools containing spent nuclear fuel 
at the Daiichi plant. Cold shutdown is a state where water used to cool nuclear fuel rods 
remains below 100 degrees Celsius, making the fuel safe from heating up again. Tepco 
August 17 said it had achieved ahead of schedule its aim of bringing the spent fuel 
pools to stable temperatures, and that it would try to further cool the reactors by 
adjusting the amount of water being pumped into them. But Tepco said it still had to 
decontaminate large amounts of water tainted by radiation, another key step in the 
cleanup. Decontaminating tainted water is critical as the treated water is reused as 
coolant through a circulatory system built after the March disasters. Decontamination 
has been delayed by repeated breakdowns of instruments designed to remove harmful 
substances. About 42,000 tons of contaminated water had been processed by August 9, 
with roughly 120,000 tons still left. Experts said Tepco could face further delays if 
damage to the plant turns out to be worse than expected. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/17/us-japan-nuclear-
idUSTRE77G0FT20110817 
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9. August 15, Global Security Newswire – (International) IAEA describes atomic 
security steps in 2010. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in a newly 
issued report said it took continued steps to advance the protection of nuclear materials 
in 2010. The U.N. nuclear watchdog reported carrying out 17 "nuclear security 
advisory missions" last year. "More than half dealt with physical protection and with 
legal, regulatory and practical measures for controlling nuclear and other radioactive 
material," according to the document. "Several additional missions reviewed the 
arrangements by states for detecting illicit nuclear trafficking and for responding to 
nuclear security emergencies and incidents," it added. To assist states in developing 
human resource capabilities in the area of nuclear security, the agency conducted 172 
training events involving the participation of more people from 120 countries, the 
report added. The assessment is one of many documents furnished to the IAEA General 
Conference, a body comprised of all of the U.N. agency's member states, according to 
an August 12 news release. 
Source: http://www.globalsecuritynewswire.org/gsn/nw_20110815_2717.php 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

10. August 17, Connecticut Post – (Connecticut) Heavy smoke at Fairfield metal 
company caused by chemical reaction. A fire on Commerce Drive in Fairfield, 
Connecticut August 17 turned out to be a hazardous materials situation, according to 
fire department officials. Firefighters responded just after midnight to a report of heavy 
smoke in the building at MCP Metalspecialties Inc. According to radio dispatches, 
firefighters found an odd-colored flame, and backed out after determining the smoke 
was likely caused by a hazardous material reaction. The company housed there uses 
part of the building to mix metals. An employee responded to fix a problem, but did not 
realize a second reaction was ongoing, fire officials told WTNH 8 New Haven. The 
Fairfield County and Norwalk hazmat teams responded. The last fire units cleared the 
scene around 3:30 a.m. The building is home to the MCP-Group. It uses the building as 
a low melting point alloy-manufacturing site, the firm's Web site said. MCP-Group was 
recently purchased by 5N Plus, which is based in Canada. 
Source: http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Heavy-smoke-at-Fairfield-metal-company-
caused-by-2076710.php 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

11. August 17, Associated Press – (National) Pentagon: Army improperly tested body 
armor plates. The U.S. Army improperly tested new bullet-blocking plates for body 
armor and cannot be certain that 5 million pieces of the critical battlefield equipment 
meet the standards to protect U.S. troops, the Defense Department's Inspector General 
(IG) found. The Pentagon report focused on seven Army contracts for the plates, 
known as ballistic inserts, awarded between 2004 and 2006 and totaling $2.5 billion. 
The IG's audit, carried out over a 2-year period ending in March, found the tests were 

http://www.globalsecuritynewswire.org/gsn/nw_20110815_2717.php�
http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Heavy-smoke-at-Fairfield-metal-company-caused-by-2076710.php�
http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Heavy-smoke-at-Fairfield-metal-company-caused-by-2076710.php�


 - 6 - 

incomplete, conducted with the wrong size plates, or relied on ballistic test rounds that 
were inconsistent. Due to the demands of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, tests under 
certain temperatures and altitudes were scrapped altogether. "Consequently, the Army 
cannot be sure that ballistic inserts meet ... requirements," the report said. "As a result, 
the Army lacks assurance that 5.1 million ballistic inserts acquired through the seven 
contracts provide appropriate protection." The IG said it did not conduct its own tests 
so it could not say whether the plates were defective. The August 1 report was the 
fourth in a series by the IG in response to a request from a U.S. Representative. Since 
January 2006, the New York Democrat has pressed the military about the effectiveness 
of body armor after The New York Times reported 80 percent of U.S. Marines serving 
in Iraq who had been shot in the upper body died because of inadequate body armor. 
Source: http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/08/17/pentagon-army-improperly-
tested-body-armor-plates/ 

12. August 17, Associated Press – (International) Military: $360M lost to criminals in 
Afghanistan. The U.S. military estimates that $360 million spent on combat support 
and reconstruction contracts in Afghanistan has ended up in the hands of the Taliban, 
and criminals and local power brokers with ties to both. The losses underscore the 
challenges the United States and its international partners face in overcoming 
corruption in Afghanistan, the Associated Press reported August 17. Until the Task 
Force 2010 began its investigation, there was little visibility into the connections these 
companies and their network of subcontractors had with insurgents and criminals, what 
military officials call "malign actors." The process is known as "reverse money 
laundering." Payments from the United States pass through companies hired by the 
military for transportation, construction, power projects, fuel, and other services to 
businesses and individuals with ties to the insurgency or criminal networks. The 
conclusions by Task Force 2010 represent the most definitive assessment of how U.S. 
military spending and aid to Afghanistan has been diverted to the enemy or stolen by 
criminal elements. Only a small percentage of the $360 million has been garnered by 
the Taliban and insurgent groups, said a senior U.S. military official in Kabul. The bulk 
of the money was lost to profiteering, bribery, and extortion by criminals and power 
brokers. 
Source: http://www.semissourian.com/story/1753787.html 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

13. August 17, Wichita Eagle – (Kansas) Arrest leads to break in two bank 
robberies. An arrest in a restaurant robbery attempt led to a break in two Wichita, 
Kansas, bank robberies, police said August 16. Thanks to the recovery of a handgun 
with "peculiar markings," a 58-year-old woman arrested in the robbery attempt at 
Manna Wok, 4865 E. Harry, also is suspected in two bank robberies, a police 
spokesman said. It all began around 9:30 p.m. August 15 when a 59-year-old man, 
accompanied by two women, was locking up the restaurant. The 58-year-old woman 
pulled out a handgun and ordered the three back into the business, police said. The man 
told the women with him to run and get help. The robber fled and the man followed 
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while talking with a 911 operator. Police later arrested the suspect at a residence in the 
1500 block of South Battin. The woman had a small-caliber gun with "peculiar 
markings," the police spokesman said. He said the gun markings led investigators to 
believe she was involved in a 2009 robbery of a Fidelity Bank at 7711 E. Harry. and a 
2010 robbery of a Fidelity Bank at 3525 E. Harry. 
Source: http://www.kansas.com/2011/08/17/1976878/arrest-leads-to-break-in-two-
bank.html 

14. August 17, Wall Street Journal – (National) SEC suspends 5 stocks, cites lack of 
reports. The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) August 17 suspended 
trading on five stock issuers, adding to a list of companies recently barred from trading 
due to a lack of current and accurate information. The shares suspended belonged to 
Auriga Laboratories Inc., Curon Medical Inc., Goldstate Corp., OneWorld Systems 
Inc., and PracticeXpert Inc. Specialty pharmaceutical company Auriga, for instance, 
has not filed any periodic reports with the regulatory agency since the period ending 
March 31, 2008, according to the SEC. The suspensions mark the latest crackdown by 
the SEC on allegedly noncompliant firms. The agency has also recently placed heavy 
scrutiny on Chinese companies that have been late to file, and suspended trading in 
some over-the-counter stocks, citing concerns about the accuracy of publicly disclosed 
information. 
Source: http://www.marketwatch.com/story/sec-suspends-5-stocks-cites-lack-of-
reports-2011-08-17 

15. August 16, BankInfoSecurity.com – (National) Phishing scam targets IRS. Phishing e-
mails, feigning to be from the Internal Revenue Service, are reportedly targeting 
consumers with claims tax accounts have been locked and require immediate action to 
reopen. The e-mails, which appear to come from info manager@irs(dot)gov and 
support manager@irs(dot)gov, according to other news accounts, are the latest in a 
round of phishing attacks aimed at the IRS. The e-mails reportedly are not so 
sophisticated, often containing numerous typos. When reached for comment, the IRS 
would not discuss this specific attack, but did provide a link to a list of known e-mail 
scams targeting consumers under the guise of the IRS. The IRS is a relatively easy 
target because of its name recognition among consumers, many of whom might not 
readily recognize a phishing scam. In this most recent case, the phishy e-mails ask 
recipients to fill out and mail an attached notification back to the IRS, along with 
accompanying documents, such as copies of U.S.- or state-issued photo I.D.s. Similar 
phishing attacks reported to the IRS have been more traditional, including malicious 
links and/or attachments rather than also asking consumers to mail personally 
identifiable information to a physical address. 
Source: http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=3965 

16. August 16, Jersey Journal – (New Jersey; South Carolina) Jersey City man admits 
role in $40.8 million mortgage-fraud scheme. A Jersey City, New Jersey man 
pleaded guilty in federal court August 16 to participating in a $40.8 million mortgage-
fraud scheme involving at least four New Jersey men, according to federal officials. 
The 33-year-old pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit wire fraud. He was charged 
with serving as a "straw buyer" who caused a lender to release more than $632,000 
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based on a fraudulent mortgage loan application, officials said. His role as a "straw 
buyer" allowed three co-conspirators to purchase premier real estate in South Carolina, 
officials said. Co-conspirators created a fraudulent loan application and supporting 
documents to be submitted in the man's name, documents that gave him inflated 
income and assets that would secure the loan, they said. Once the loan was approved, 
the co-conspirators took a portion of the proceeds from the $632,100 loan, giving the 
man $35,000 for his role, officials said. He faces up to 30 years in prison, and a $1 
million fine. He agreed to forfeit $35,000, the amount he received in his role in the 
scheme, officials said. 
Source: 
http://www.nj.com/hudson/index.ssf/2011/08/jersey_city_man_admits_role_in.html 

17. August 15, Reuters – (New York; National) Judge shuts down firms accused of 
homeowner scams. A Long Island, New York judge August 15 ordered the temporary 
shutdown of New York-based companies accused of using "fast-talking salespeople 
and masterfully deceptive Web sites" to defraud more than 1,000 homeowners in a 
multimillion dollar mortgage loan modification scam. The preliminary injunction 
granted by the Nassau County Supreme Court froze the operations of Homesafe 
America Inc. and its successor, United Legal Solutions, and prevents the co-founders 
from taking part in any mortgage-assistance relief services while the case unfolds. 
Fifteen homeowners filed suit in June against the companies, their chief officers and 
nearly two dozen employees, accusing them of fraud, deceptive practices and false 
advertising, among other claims. The complaint alleged the defendants falsely 
promised to modify the mortgages of lower- and middle-class homeowners for an 
upfront payment of several thousand dollars. But once the companies got their money, 
they offered little, if any, assistance. Using a network of Web sites, Homesafe took in 
more than $2 million in 2010 alone and, as of February, had accepted money from 
about 1,000 families across the country, the plaintiffs said. The homeowners seek $1.5 
million in damages from Homesafe and its successor. They are also asking the court for 
a permanent order shutting former Homesafe employees out of mortgage-related 
businesses. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/15/us-newyork-homesafesuit-
idUSTRE77E5T820110815 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

18. August 17, CNN – (Nevada) TSA investigating firecrackers in Southwest 
flight. Federal officials are investigating how firecrackers got into a Southwest Airlines 
plane scheduled to leave Las Vegas, Nevada, August 16. Southwest Airlines Flight 
2408 was leaving Las Vegas McCarran International Airport and was headed to Kansas 
City, Missouri. The flight was delayed for an hour when a flight attendant found a 
plastic bag with firecrackers underneath a seat, an airline spokeswoman said. 
Passengers deplaned. After an inspection that included re-screening luggage, the 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) declared the plane safe and allowed 
passengers to re-board. It landed safely in Kansas City an hour behind schedule, the 
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spokeswoman said. None of the passengers claimed the plastic bag, but the TSA said it 
is investigating how the prohibited items got onto the aircraft. 
Source: http://www.cnn.com/2011/TRAVEL/08/17/firecrackers.flight/ 

19. August 16, Los Angeles Times – (California) Loaded gun found in passenger's carry-
on bag at LAX. Federal authorities discovered a loaded handgun in the carry-on bag of 
a passenger from Alabama as he passed through a security checkpoint August 16 at Los 
Angeles International Airport. Airport police arrested the passenger, age 25, on 
suspicion of carrying a loaded firearm after the .38-caliber Walther pistol was 
discovered in his luggage during X-ray screening by Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) officers. Firearms are allowed in checked baggage as long as 
they are unloaded, stored in a proper carrying case, and reported to the airline. The 
passenger, who had purchased a ticket for a flight to Dallas, was taken into custody at 
the American Airlines terminal and booked into jail at Los Angeles Police 
Department’s Pacific Division. TSA officials said the agency discovers about two 
firearms a day in the luggage of travelers at airports across the nation. 
Source: http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2011/08/loaded-gun-lax.html 

20. August 16, York Daily Record and York Sunday News – (Pennsylvania) Truck hauling 
50,000 pounds of trash rolls down embankment along I-83. A tractor-trailer hauling 
50,000 pounds of trash rolled down an embankment August 15 along Interstate 83 in 
Pennsylvania, injuring the driver and causing a 4.5 hour closure of the southbound 
lanes. And more closures were expected August 16, according to a Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) spokeswoman. The driver suffered minor 
injuries and was taken to Harrisburg Hospital, state police said. He was later 
discharged, according to a hospital spokeswoman. Southbound traffic, warned by 
digital highway signs, was restricted to one lane for about an hour, then detoured for 
several hours onto Route 114. The PennDOT spokeswoman said the tractor-trailer was 
not removed August 15 because it takes time to arrange for a crane large enough to lift 
it. One of the rig's saddle tanks was punctured during the rollover, and about 50 gallons 
of diesel fuel spilled out, she said. Firefighters built a dam to prevent the fuel from 
flowing into the nearby Yellow Breeches Creek, and a York County hazardous-
materials crews provided additional cleanup materials. 
Source: 
http://www.ydr.com/local/ci_18684177?source%3Dmost_viewed.20F88DA3D7D369F
5BB70F372987EAE1F.html 

For another story, see item 4  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

21. August 16, Madison Capital Times – (Wisconsin) Mailbox explodes, bomb squad 
finds another device in second mailbox, police say. Police in Madison, Wisconsin, 
are looking for two men suspected of setting off an explosive device inside a mailbox 
on the east side, and putting a second explosive device in another mailbox close to the 

http://www.cnn.com/2011/TRAVEL/08/17/firecrackers.flight/�
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2011/08/loaded-gun-lax.html�
http://www.ydr.com/local/ci_18684177?source%3Dmost_viewed.20F88DA3D7D369F5BB70F372987EAE1F.html�
http://www.ydr.com/local/ci_18684177?source%3Dmost_viewed.20F88DA3D7D369F5BB70F372987EAE1F.html�


 - 10 - 

first. The explosion was reported at 10:33 p.m. August 15 in the 700 block of Mayfair 
Avenue, police said. "Residents reported hearing something that sounded like 
fireworks, as a mailbox on Mayfair Avenue was blown up," the police spokesman said 
in a news release. Immediately after the explosion, witnesses said a white, boxy 
conversion-style van was seen driving from the area, with two men inside. The Dane 
County Sheriff's Office bomb squad was called in and found another explosive device 
in a mailbox. "The bomb squad rendered it safe," he said. The only descriptions given 
of the two suspects is that they were white males, 40 to 49 years old, with one having 
short hair. 
Source: http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/crime_and_courts/article_2dbe0e5c-
c81d-11e0-b4e4-001cc4c03286.html 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

22. August 17, Associated Press – (Georgia) Fire hits Norcross restaurant. Fire 
investigators in Gwinnett County, Georgia, were trying to determine the cause of a fire 
that damaged a restaurant near Norcross. A Gwinnett County fire captain said the fire 
was reported about 2 a.m. August 17 at The Mughals, a Pakistani restaurant on Jimmy 
Carter Boulevard. The initial call was for a woods fire behind the shopping center, but 
firefighters encountered heavy fire inside the restaurant, the fire captain said. The fire 
gutted the business and caused extensive damage. The owner said he shut down for the 
night several hours before the fire broke out. 
Source: http://www.gwinnettdailypost.com/home/headlines/127926793.html 

23. August 17, Associated Press – (Arkansas; National) Cargill resumes turkey 
production at Ark. plant. Minnesota-based Cargill Inc. has resumed production of 
ground turkey at the Springdale, Arkansas plant linked to a salmonella outbreak, the 
Associated Press reported August 17. A Cargill spokesman said limited production has 
resumed after the U.S. Department of Agriculture approved additional anti-bacterial 
safety measures. Federal officials said the salmonella outbreak had sickened 107 people 
in 31 states as of August 11. The government asked Cargill to recall about 36 million 
pounds of ground turkey August 3, nearly 5 months after the first illness was reported. 
Source: http://www.whec.com/news/stories/S2243980.shtml?cat=565 

24. August 17, WSYX 6 Columbus – (Ohio) Hazmat evacs local Wendy's. A fast food 
restaurant in West Columbus, Ohio, had to be evacuated August 16 because of a 
HAZMAT scare. HAZMAT crews in protective suits evacuated the Wendy's on Wilson 
Road at I-70. Police said a woman walked up to the counter around 10 p.m. and set 
down a bag. She then told workers there were chemicals inside that should not be 
mixed, and said they had better call the police. The bomb squad came in along with 
HAZMAT crews. The restaurant was evacuated while a robot retrieved the bag. The 
investigation is ongoing, but nothing in the bag was dangerous. 
Source: 
http://www.abc6onyourside.com/shared/newsroom/top_stories/videos/wsyx_vid_12837
.shtml 
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25. August 16, Reuters – (Alaska) Moth infestation casts pall on Alaska berry crop. The 
year's blueberry season in Alaska's most populous region is a bust because of a plethora 
of leaf-eating caterpillars, Alaska pest management officials said. A multi-year 
infestation of geometrid moths appears to be peaking in the south-central region, which 
includes Anchorage, according to a mid-summer advisory by the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service. The moths, in caterpillar form, have 
munched blueberry bushes to the point where they cannot bear fruit, the service said. 
The moth infestation, and resulting poor berry growth, has occurred in the state's 
southeast panhandle too. Caterpillars have also defoliated bushes that would normally 
bear ripe salmonberries, a raspberry-type fruit, and denuded willows, alders, and birch 
trees, the extension service said. Even though the plants munched by the caterpillars 
lack many of their leaves and berries, they are most likely not dead and are expected to 
recover once the infestation is over, the extension service added. Bears also depend on 
berries, so Alaskans might expect additional raids this fall by bears on trash cans and 
fish scraps, one state biologist said. 
Source: http://news.yahoo.com/moth-infestation-casts-pall-alaska-berry-crop-
230949117.html 

26. August 16, Associated Press – (California; International) Gypsy moths found on ship 
at SoCal port. A cargo ship from Japan that had been ordered back into international 
waters by Southern California customs officials because of an Asian gypsy moth 
infestation has been declared free of the pest after being treated. The U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection agency said in a release August 16 that 24 Asian gypsy moth egg 
masses and a dead adult moth were found on the vessel when it arrived at the Los 
Angeles-Long Beach seaport the week of August 8. Inspectors found it to have been 
cleared of the pest August 12. The Asian gypsy moth has never become established in 
the United States, but would be a major threat to forests due to its voracious appetite for 
600 types of trees and shrubs, and its speedy life cycle. 
Source: http://www.sacbee.com/2011/08/16/3842071/gypsy-moths-found-on-ship-at-
socal.html 

27. June 20, Middletown Times Herald-Record – (New York) DEC charges Sullivan egg 
plant with polluting. New York authorities have filed a criminal charge against Deb-
El Food Products, a Thompsonville egg-breaking plant that released pollution into the 
Neversink River the week of August 8. The company faces fines of up to $37,500 if it 
is found guilty of the misdemeanor charge. Police from the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) investigated complaints strong odors were coming 
from a tributary near the factory. Officers said the dirty stream was creating a 
noticeable pool of pollution in the Neversink. "It smelled like sewage and a strong 
smell of ammonia," a DEC police lieutenant said. The contents of the pollution are 
unknown, but authorities believe it was a mixture of cleaning solvents and agricultural 
byproducts from egg processing. The company was charged with discharging pollution 
in contravention of water quality standards. Deb-El has been cited at least three other 
times since 2006 for similar violations, racking up fines that total at least $10,000, DEC 
officials said. 
Source: 
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http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110817/BIZ/108170347/-
1/BIZ 

For more stories, see items 4 and 46  
 
[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

28. August 17, Essex-Middle River Patch – (Maryland) Millions of gallons of sewage 
overflow into Back River. Approximately 2.4 million gallons of sewage overflowed 
August 14 into the Back River in Essex, Maryland, according to a news release August 
16 from the Baltimore City Department of Public Works. The cause of the overflow 
was mostly due to heavy rainfall, which greatly increased the flow of sewage into the 
Back River Wastewater Treatment Plant. Construction upgrades at the facility 
temporarily reduced its ability to handle such a capacity, according to the release. 
Rocky Point Beach is currently closed, while notices were also posted at Cox’s Point, 
and Edgemere Park. 
Source: http://essex.patch.com/articles/millions-of-gallons-of-sewage-overflow-into-
back-river 

29. August 17, Associated Press – (New York) Report: Upstate NY sewage plant wall 
was flawed. Forensic engineers said a design flaw and construction modifications 
caused a 100-foot-long, 23-foot-tall section of the wall to collapse at the Binghamton-
Johnson City Joint Sewage Plant in upstate New York, causing nearly 600,000 gallons 
of wastewater to spill into a tributary of the Susquehanna River in May. A 
Massachusetts engineering firm hired to examine the wall collapse primarily blamed 
the failure on the arrangement of steel reinforcement bars inside the 18-inch-thick 
concrete barrier. Authorities said the Binghamton area's drinking water was not 
affected. 
Source: http://online.wsj.com/article/AP73bc3801671d408a9443b89633875226.html 

30. August 17, CNN – (National) Brain-eating amoebas blamed in three deaths. Three 
people have died this summer after suffering rare infections from a waterborne amoeba 
that destroys the brain. The amoebas, called Naegleria fowleri, flourish in the heat — 
especially during the summer months in the south, thriving in warm waters where 
people swim. It is the only type that infects humans, and it is more than 95 percent 
lethal. The first death in 2011 occurred in June in Louisiana, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. A 16-year-old died August 13 after 
becoming infected by an amoeba in Brevard County, Florida, according to a CNN 
affiliate. The teenager suffered a fever, nausea, and headaches, and a spinal tap showed 
Naegleria fowleri was present in her spinal fluids. In another case, the Virginia 
Department of Health confirmed August 12 a 9-year-old boy from Henrico County, 
Virginia, died from primary amoebic meningoencephalitis, which is caused by the 
amoeba. The amoebas enter the human body through the nose after an individual swims 
or dives into warm fresh water, such as ponds, lakes, rivers, and even hot springs. A 
human is an "accidental end point for the amoeba after it is forced up the nose," a 
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scientist said. It does not seek human hosts and it is not a parasite. But when an amoeba 
gets lodged into a person's nose, it starts looking for food. It ends up in the brain and 
starts eating neurons. Early symptoms include headache, fever, nausea, vomiting and 
neck stiffness. Later symptoms include confusion, lack of attention to people and 
surroundings, loss of balance, seizures, and hallucinations. The amoeba multiplies, and 
the body mounts a defense against the infection. This, combined with the rapidly 
increasing amoebas, causes the brain to swell, creating immense pressure and the brain 
stops working. Death typically occurs 3 to 7 days after symptoms start. 
Source: 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/HEALTH/08/17/amoeba.kids.deaths/index.html?hpt=hp_t2 

31. August 16, Kennewick Tri-City Herald – (Washington) Toxic algae found at Potholes 
Reservoir. The Grant County Health District in Washington reported August 16 that 
toxic blue-green algae was found in Potholes Reservoir near the Lind-Coulee boat 
launch and the Job Corps dike in Washington. Warning signs were posted on the 
shoreline. The toxic blooms are made up of a bacteria that grows rapidly in fresh water, 
sunlight, and high temperatures. Blue-green algae is common in Grant County waters 
in summer and fall. Not all blue-green blooms are toxic, but some produce poisons that 
can cause serious illness. 
Source: http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2011/08/16/1605554/warning-toxic-algae-
found-at-potholes.html 

32. August 16, KHOU 11 Houston – (Texas) Worker injured in church water tank 
explosion. A worker was hospitalized August 16 after a water storage tank exploded 
near Tomball, Texas, at the Salem Lutheran Church. A spokesperson for the church 
said the injured man was working on the 20-foot-tall tank when the blast happened. The 
force of the explosion caused the worker to fall and ripped the lid off the tank. No one 
else was hurt. A Harris County hazmat team was at the scene investigating the cause of 
the explosion. 
Source: http://www.khou.com/news/Worker-injured-in-church-water-tank-explosion-
127869308.html 

For more stories, see items 27 and 49  
 
[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

33. August 16, Albuquerque Journal – (New Mexico) Hospital files for chapter 11 
shelter. The Gerald Champion Regional Medical Center in Alamogordo, New Mexico, 
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection August 16 in U.S. Bankruptcy Court in 
Albuquerque to deal with a surge of litigation. The medical center’s board of directors 
said it filed so the hospital can continue to provide services to more than 70,000 people 
in Otero, neighboring counties, and Holloman Air Force Base. There were 47 lawsuits, 
most filed between June and October 2010, related to procedures to ease chronic back 
pain that have not been performed at the hospital for nearly 3 years. They involved two 
physicians who are no longer practicing there, a hospital spokeswoman saidl. The 
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board said efforts to resolve the litigation have been unsuccessful. The medical center’s 
700-plus employees will continue to receive wages, salaries and benefits during the 
Chapter 11 process, and all vendors providing goods and services will be paid in full, 
the board said. The lawsuits have stalled efforts to raise capital needed to invest in 
expanded facilities, and to continue updating medical equipment and technology, said 
the medical center CEO. The center is a 60-year-old, not-for-profit, 99-bed acute care 
hospital. 
Source: http://www.abqjournal.com/main/2011/08/16/biz/hospital-files-for-chapter-11-
shelter.html 

34. August 16, IDG News Service – (National) Fired techie created virtual chaos at 
pharma company. Logging in from a Smyrna, Georgia, McDonald's restaurant, a 
former U.S. pharmaceutical company employee was able to wipe out most of the 
company's computer infrastructure earlier this year. The ex-worker, age 37, formerly an 
IT staffer at the U.S. subsidiary of Japanese drug-maker Shionogi, pleaded guilty 
August 16 to computer intrusion charges in connection with the February 3 attack. He 
wiped out 15 VMware host systems running e-mail, order tracking, financial, and other 
services for the Florham Park, New Jersey firm. "The February 3 attack effectively 
froze Shionogi's operations for a number of days, leaving company employees unable 
to ship product, to cut checks, or even to communicate via e-mail," the U.S. 
Department of Justice said in court filings. Total cost to Shionogi: $800,000. The man 
resigned from the company in July 2010 after getting into a dispute with management, 
but was kept on as a consultant for 2 more months. Then, in September 2010, the drug-
maker laid off the man and other employees, but it not revoke all passwords to the 
network. Using a Shionogi account, the man was able to log into the network from a 
public McDonald's Internet connection, and fire up a vSphere VMware management 
console he had secretly installed on the network a few weeks earlier. Using vSphere, he 
deleted 88 company servers from the VMware host systems, one by one. He was 
charged in July. He faces a maximum of 10 years in prison when he is sentenced 
November 10. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9219260/Fired_techie_created_virtual_chaos_
at_pharma_company 

For another story, see item 30  
 
[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

35. August 17, msnbc.com; Reuters; Associated Press – (Florida) Expelled teen charged 
in plot to bomb school. Police said August 17 they had prevented an attack on a 
Tampa, Florida high school after arresting an expelled student and discovering bomb-
making material at his home. "We were probably able to foil a potentially catastrophic 
event the likes of which the city of Tampa has not seen," the Tampa police chief said 
during a news conference. Police detained and charged the 17-year-old suspect August 
16, and said his target was Freedom High School. The police chief said the suspect, 
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who was expelled from the school in 2009, had hoped "to cause more casualties than 
were suffered at Columbine." He is believed to have acted alone. Authorities said the 
suspect has multiple juvenile arrests. Charges have included burglary, carrying a 
concealed weapon, altering serial numbers on a firearm, and drug possession. All have 
been either dismissed or no action has been taken. Acting on a tip from an informant 
August 16, police learned the suspect had been planning his attack to take place on the 
first day of class August 23, the police chief said. Specific school administrators were 
targeted, she added. The suspect's mother, a math teacher at another Tampa high 
school, consented to a police search of the family home August 16. Evidence found in 
the search included a "manifesto" with drawings of school rooms and statements 
apparently indicating his intention to carry out a deadly attack, authorities said. Police 
also found timing and fusing devices, and other material that could have been used to 
make a bomb such as fuel sources, shrapnel, and plastic tubing, the police chief said. 
The suspect was charged with threatening to throw, project, place, or discharge a 
destructive device, possession of bomb-making materials, and cultivation of marijuana. 
Police bomb squad experts determined the quantity of materials found at the home was 
"capable of taking multiple lives," the St. Petersburg Times reported. 
Source: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44175557/ns/us_news-
crime_and_courts/#.TkvxAWNQhDh 

36. August 17, Associated Press – (Connecticut) OSHA finds safety gaps in lab death; 
Yale says no. A piece of lab machinery that killed a Yale University student when it 
ensnared her hair was missing required safeguards, and the accident exposed problems 
with the school's safety policies, federal safety investigators said in a letter to the 
school. The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) did not fine 
the New Haven, Connecticut university, saying it lacked jurisdiction because there was 
no employer-employee relationship. But in a letter obtained by the Associated Press, 
the OSHA told school officials it found numerous problems in the machine shop where 
the student was killed April 12. Yale challenged the findings, saying the machinery did 
meet national safety standards. The lathe, built in 1962, lacked an emergency stop 
button that could shut off power, and was missing physical guards to protect the 
operator, the OSHA wrote in the letter. The Associated Press obtained a copy of the 
letter August 16 through a Freedom of Information Act request. The OSHA letter said 
rules for using the equipment, including warnings, were not posted. It recommended 
that Yale ensure students do not work alone, establish specific hours of operation, and 
implement a formal training program. Surveys of personal protective equipment were 
not completed and documented, and safety inspections did not address machine 
safeguarding, according to the letter. 
Source: http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/08/17/business-us-yale-lab-
accident_8627518.html 

37. August 16, KIVI 6 Nampa – (Idaho) Hundreds evacuated at Mountain Home Air 
Force Base. Hundreds of Mountain Home Air Force Base (MHAFB) personnel were 
evacuated for several hours August 15 after a wildfire burned a small section of the 
facility near Mountain Home, Idaho. The fire, believed to be human-caused, broke out 
August 14. So far, it has burned about 10,000 acres, including 5 acres on the northwest 
corner of the base. “Several hundred support personnel were evacuated, and relocated 
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to another area,” a Master Sergeant said. ”The personnel were evacuated shortly before 
6 p.m., and allowed to return about 8 p.m.,” he said. MHAFB firefighters started a back 
fire, which is a small fire deliberately set to help slow the progress of a larger fire, to 
create a fire break along the base perimeter road. At about 7:20 p.m., the on-scene 
commander stated the fire had been contained and stopped from encroaching any 
further onto the base. More than 20 vehicles and nearly 60 firefighters from the base, 
the city of Mountain Home, and Grandview fire departments, along with the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management worked together to fight the grass fire which has been 
named "The Squaw Fire." As a safety precaution, flightline activity, to include all 
flying operations, was stopped and personnel were ordered to evacuate. A building 
containing navigation equipment on the airfield may have sustained some minor 
damage, basically the heat caused exterior paint to bubble. 
Source: http://www.kivitv.com/news/local/127881728.html 

38. August 16, KSAX 42 Alexandria – (Minnesota) Suspicious package evacuates 
building at Inver Hills Community College. The science building at Inver Hills 
Community College in Inner Grove Heights, Minnesota remained closed late in the 
afternoon August 16 after a suspicious package was found inside the building earlier in 
the day. The college's director of marketing said the package was discovered around 10 
a.m., and security was notified immediately. The building was evacuated as officials 
investigated. The director said college was not in session yet, and that only a few staff 
members were in the building at the time. The package was taken off site for further 
examination. Officials said the building would reopen once that evaluation was 
complete. 
Source: http://ksax.com/article/stories/S2243351.shtml?cat=10230 

For more stories, see items 4, 11, 12, and 33  
 
[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

39. August 17, CNET – (International) Report: More cyberattacks hitting social 
networks. Cybercriminals are increasingly targeting social networks, prompting users 
to take more steps to protect their online privacy, according to a Webroot study 
released August 16. In a survey of 4,000 social network users in the United States., 
England, and Australia, Webroot found the number of people hit by Koobface and 
other social networking malware rose to 18 percent this year from 13 percent last year, 
and 8 percent in 2009. In the United Kingdom specifically, the number of social 
networks hit by attacks climbed to 15 percent this year from 12 percent last year, and 6 
percent the prior year. One notable attack that has grown more popular is the "friend in 
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distress" scam in which a cybercrook claims to be a friend stuck in a foreign country in 
need of money. In the United States, this type of online con job was directed toward 14 
percent of those polled this year, compared with just 2 percent in 2009, Webroot 
reported. 
Source: http://news.cnet.com/8301-1009_3-20093487-83/report-more-cyberattacks-
hitting-social-networks/ 

40. August 17, SC Magazine UK – (International) Security labs record huge surge in 
spam over past week. A rise in spam has been noted by two security labs in the past 
week. M86 Security noted a huge surge of malicious spam that it said far exceeds 
anything it has seen over the past 2 years. Its research found that last week, malicious 
spam made up at least 13 percent of the total spam volume, which it said was unusual, 
however that figure spiked to 24 percent August 16. Security vendor Commtouch also 
noted a 500 percent increase spike in the level of spam seen. It also noted that most of 
the spam contained fake shipping confirmations that often told the recipient that they 
had an undelivered package and had to fill in an attached file. M86 Security said the 
majority of the malicious spam comes from the Cutwail botnet, although Festi and 
Asprox are among the other contributors. It also said the malware is attached within a 
compressed ZIP archive, and is a Trojan that downloads additional malware including 
fake anti-virus, SpyEye, and the Cutwail spambot itself. 
Source: http://www.scmagazineuk.com/security-labs-record-huge-surge-in-spam-over-
past-week/article/209725/ 

41. August 16, DarkReading – (International) Botnets and Google Dorks: A new recipe 
for hacking. Google, hackers have discovered, is good at finding Web-facing security 
vulnerabilities. But searching for one vulnerability at a time can be slow — so it is time 
to automate. Attackers are using botnets and Google "dorks" — clearly-defined search 
parameters — to speed the process of finding exploitable flaws on the Internet, 
according to a report issued August 16 by researchers at Imperva."What the hackers are 
doing is building an army of zombies to perform automated cyber reconnaissance," said 
an Imperva senior security strategist. "This makes the Google search much more 
efficient, and it also makes it harder to detect, because each zombie only issues two to 
four queries per minute, which is not enough to raise a red flag. Automating the query 
and result parsing enables the attacker to issue a large number of queries, examine all 
the returned results, and get a filtered list of potentially exploitable sites in a very short 
time and with minimal effort," the report states. One step enterprises can take is simply 
to Google themselves for vulnerabilities, using dorks or other tools to help locate the 
search engine-facing flaws they may be presenting to hackers. 
Source: http://www.darkreading.com/vulnerability-
management/167901026/security/vulnerabilities/231500104/botnets-and-google-dorks-
a-new-recipe-for-hacking.html 

42. August 16, DarkReading – (International) Internet Explorer 9 best at catching 
socially engineered malware. When it comes to socially engineered malware 
protection, Microsoft's Internet Explorer 9 (IE9) wins hands down over other browsers, 
according to a new report from independent testing organization NSS Labs. IE9 
detected 96 percent of malicious links worldwide via its SmartScreen URL reputation 
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feature, and another 3.2 percent when its Application Reputation feature was enabled. 
Next was Google Chrome 12, which caught 13.2 percent of the threats; Apple Safari 5, 
which detected 7.6 percent; Mozilla Firefox 4, which also detected 7.6 percent; and 
Opera 11, which found 6.1 percent. Malware from Web sites is one of the three main 
threat vectors for browsers; phishing attacks and exploits are the other two. The 
president and CEO of NSS Labs said the new test results demonstrate that IE9 is best in
stopping malware. "This was a test of malware tricking users," he said. "It would not be
correct to say that this says IE is the safest browser. It would be correct to say it stops 
more malware [than other browsers]." NSS Labs also plans to test all of the browser 
brands in stopping phishing and exploits. 
Source: http://www.darkreading.com/security/vulnerabilities/231500087/internet-
explorer-9-best-at-catching-socially-engineered-malware.html 

For another story, see item 34  

 
 

 
Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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Communications Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
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Commercial Facilities Sector 

43. August 17, Associated Press – (Florida) SeaWorld lightning strike injures 8 people 
at water park in Orlando, Florida. Officials said eight people were injured by a 
lightning strike at SeaWorld's Discovery Cove water park in Orlando, Florida August 
16. A SeaWorld spokesman said none of the injuries were life-threatening. He said 
three guests and five employees were hurt, but none were hit directly by lightning. The 
spokesman said the guests and two of the employees were taken to a local hospital as a 
precaution. The other three workers were taken to a local urgent care facility. All were 
conscious and alert. As of late August 16, the two hospitalized employees were still 
being evaluated. Everyone else had been released. 
Source: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/08/16/seaworld-lightning-strike-orlando-
florida_n_928891.html 

44. August 17, KGW 8 Portland – (Oregon) Gaston mill explosion injures 3 
firefighters. An explosion during a fire at the Stimson Lumber Co. mill in Gaston, 
Oregon, sent three firefighters to the hospital late August 16. Both the fire and the 
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explosion, which came more than 2 hours after the the blaze was reported, were caused 
by sparks from a dust collection bin. A Gaston Rural Fire District spokesman said fire 
crews went to the fire on SW Scoggins Valley Road at around 6:30 p.m. As they were 
working, an explosion about 9 p.m. near the top of one of the buildings injured three of 
the firefighters. Two went to Tuality Hospital in Hillsboro, and the other was taken to 
the Oregon Health & Science University medical cener in Portland. All have since been 
released. Following the explosion, a second alarm was called, and neighboring fire 
agencies were called to help. Despite the original fire, Stimson employees continued 
working. The cause of the fire and explosion were under investigation. 
Source: http://www.kgw.com/news/local/Gaston-mill-explosion-injures-3-firefighters-
127921463.html 

45. August 16, Associated Press – (California) Report: Pump broke before water park 
chlorine leak. A broken water pump and an electrical problem with a chemical 
dispenser apparently combined to push too much chlorine into the wave pool at a 
Sacramento, California water park, sending 20 people to the hospital, a county official 
said August 16. At least 15 of the people who suffered burning lungs or irritated eyes in 
the incident August 15 have been released from five area hospitals. The conditions of 
the other five people could not be determined. The Raging Waters park reopened 
August 16, but the 500,000-gallon "Breaker Beach" wave pool stayed shut while 
inspectors investigated. A county worker found preliminary evidence that two problems 
combined to cause the chemical exposure, said a supervisor with Sacramento County's 
environmental management department. One of the two pumps that circulate water 
through the filtration system for the pool broke down August 15, reducing the flow, she 
said. Normally, that failure would cut off a dispenser that adds a liquid chlorine 
compound to the pool, but the pump kept pushing more of the caustic chemical into the 
system, she said. "It's not clear if that was a wiring problem," she said. The chlorine 
pump was plugged in with an extension cord, and it was unclear if the outlet to which it 
was connected had a safety mechanism connected with the pumps, she said. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Most-Sacramento-water-park-victims-
leave-hospitals-2075626.php 

For more stories, see items 28, 32, 35, 46, and 49  
 
[Return to top]  

National Monuments and Icons Sector 

46. August 17, Northwest Cable News – (Idaho) Wildfire breaks out near Weiser. Fire 
crews battled a large wildfire August 16 near Weiser, Idaho, from the air and ground. 
As of late August 16, the so-called Sagebrush Fire had burned around 600 acres, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM). A fire information officer 
with the Payette National Forest said the Sagebrush Fire broke out around 12:30 p.m. 
Crews battled the intense fire that was burning grass and sagebrush on private land near 
agricultural land. Hot and dry conditions fueled the fire that has grown to several 
hundred acres in size. At one point, the fire jumped the road as winds moved it. The 
sheriff's office went door to door to warn ranchers and homeowners. No evacuations 
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had officially been ordered, but some people got out as the flames reached their 
doorsteps. Crews from the Payette National Forest, BLM, and local fire departments 
used retardant drops from a heavy air tanker, water drops from a helicopter, single 
engine air tankers, several brush engines, a bulldozer, and a hand crew on the ground. 
Fire agencies have not confirmed what started the fire. BLM expected the fire to be 
contained August 17. 
Source: 
http://www.nwcn.com/home/?fId=127898673&fPath=/news/local&fDomain=10227 

47. August 17, St. Joseph News-Press – (Missouri) Firefighters battle blaze at Livestock 
Exchange. Eight companies of firefighters swept down on the stockyards’ historic 
Livestock Exchange building in St. Joseph, Missouri, at 1 a.m. August 17 to battle a 
first-floor fire. The fire started beneath the center windows on the southeast side of the 
4-story brick building, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The 
fire burned a hole through the floor, getting into the subfloor, and ate into several 
support beams, a fire inspector said. Even in its abandoned condition, the damage is 
estimated to be at least $20,000. The inspector ruled the fire to be incendiary, or 
possibly intentionally set. A mattress and beer cans were found in the area of the fire, 
the inspector said. And there was a second-story window open in the rear where 
someone could have gained entry, he said. Firefighters wearing oxygen masks had the 
fire under control in about 30 minutes. 
Source: http://www.newspressnow.com/news/28889919/detail.html 

48. August 16, Rapid City Journal – (South Dakota) Coal Canyon Fire reaches 95 
percent containment. While the Coal Canyon Fire reached 95 percent containment 
August 16, many other small fires cropped up in the Black Hills in western South 
Dakota. Depending upon the area of the Hills, the fire danger is high or very high, but 
that can change quickly, a U.S. Forest Service (USFS) spokesman said. The Coal 
Canyon Fire that killed a Buffalo Gap firefighter August 11 burned about 5,214 acres 
of primarily USFS land, about 9 miles northwest of Edgemont. Firefighters spent 
August 16 searching for and extinguishing hot spots while strengthening containment 
lines around the Coal Canyon Fire. Lightning is blamed for the fires, but they remain 
under investigation, the spokesman said. Aerial patrol flights were being made daily to 
check for fire. 
Source: http://rapidcityjournal.com/news/coal-canyon-fire-reaches-percent-
containment/article_fe7581e8-c885-11e0-8594-001cc4c03286.html 

49. August 16, Hagerstown Herald-Mail – (Pennsylvania) 13 cases in E. coli outbreak 
linked to Cowans Gap. The number of confirmed cases in an E. coli outbreak linked 
to Cowans Gap State Park is now 13, the Pennsylvania Department of Health 
announced August 16. In a statement, health department officials said 11 cases 
involved Pennsylvania residents — six from Franklin County, four from Lancaster 
County, and one from Huntingdon County. Two cases were confirmed in Maryland 
residents, officials said. All swam in the lake at Cowans Gap State Park, although the 
source of the bacteria has not been found. State officials continue to test the 42-acre 
lake in Fulton County, Pennsylvania. The lake was closed to all activities effective 5:30 
p.m. August 9 as a precaution. The park remained open for other activities. Lake water-
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testing results from July 31 and August 1 indicated nothing unusual, a Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources spokesman said. Drinking water 
from fountains tested OK, and dye testing in the sewage system did not reveal any 
leaks, he said. Pennsylvania officials reached out to other park systems across the 
United States to ask about similar E. coli outbreaks, the spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.herald-mail.com/news/hm-13-cases-in-e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-
cowans-gap-20110816,0,7105200.story 

[Return to top]  

Dams Sector 

50. August 17, Pakistan Observer – (International) Water spilled into Satluj floods 
villages. India released more than 70,000 cusecs of water into the Satluj River the 
morning of August 16, increasing its water level to an alarming point and inundating 
dozens of villages in Kasur, Pakistan. More than 48,000 cusecs of water were flowing 
in the river at the Ganda Singhwala point and that was expected to increase. It is feared 
the high water will destroy the ready crops on a vast land comprising hundreds of 
hectares. More than 500 villages in Badin district were affected by the water, which is 
flowing towards the coastal areas. The government stopped the flow of the main 
irrigation canals to avoid further loss, but the authorities can not plug the wide breaches 
in the drains. A Sindh Irrigation and Drainage Authority spokesman said they have not 
been able to gain access to the breaches to plug them. 
Source: http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?id=109412 

51. August 16, NewJerseyNewsroom.com – (New Jersey) After 4 dams collapse in South 
Jersey, N.J. DEP ordering inspection, repair of 30 others. The New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) prepared orders, sent August 17, 
directing the owners of 30 dams in four South Jersey counties to make repairs or 
conduct more detailed inspections following a rainstorm that caused the failure of four 
dams in the area. Inspectors checked 45 dams in counties that received up to 11 inches 
of rain over the weekend of August 13 and 14. In addition to the four dams that failed, 
the DEP's Bureau of Dam Safety and Flood Control determined 20 more need mostly 
minor repairs, and 10 additional dams should be inspected more thoroughly by owners. 
The bureau of dam safety determined two lakes must be drained, Burnt Mill Pond in 
Vineland, and Sunset Lake in Monroe, Gloucester County, due to concerns about the 
stability of the dams that contain them. The Burnt Mill Pond Dam sustained a partial 
breach in the earthen embankment next to its spillway. The Sunset Lake Dam did not 
breach, but a sinkhole developed at its base. 
Source: http://www.newjerseynewsroom.com/state/after-4-dams-collapse-in-south-
jersey-nj-dep-ordering-inspection-repair-of-30-others 

52. August 16, Fort Worth Star-Telegram – (Texas) Corps of Engineers says Fort Worth 
levees mostly unacceptable. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers rated most of the 
levees along Trinity River floodways in Fort Worth, Texas unacceptable August 16, but 
said the levee system is among the best-maintained in the country. Inspectors found 
eight of the 10 levees might be unable to withstand the kind of flood that would occur 
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once every 800 years, but could handle a so-called 100-year flood. The levees were 
rated unacceptable mostly because trees and other vegetation on them do not comply 
with national standards, said a levee safety officer with the Corps' Fort Worth district 
office. The other two levees were rated minimally acceptable. Upgrading to acceptable, 
at the top of the Corps' inspection system, will require simple fixes such as conducting 
video inspections of the culvert and pipes. Representatives of the water district and the 
Corps stressed that the rating of unacceptable does not necessarily mean a serious 
danger with any part of the system, which was built in sections from 1956 to 1972. 
Source: http://www.star-telegram.com/2011/08/16/3295270/corps-of-engineers-says-
fort-worth.html 
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