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• Health department officials in Westchester and Rockland counties in New York warned 
people to avoid direct contact with the Hudson River after a 36-inch sewer main break, 
August 11. – Lower Hudson Journal News (See item 33)  

• Ten people were treated at a hospital August 12 after they were exposed to white powder at 
a phone manufacturing plant in Covington, Georgia, in what police are calling an 
intentional act. – Atlanta Journal-Constitution (See item 46)  
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: LOW, Cyber: LOW 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. August 12, Pottsville Republican-Herald – (Pennsylvania) Mining company fined 
more than $900,000 for fatal blast. Almost 5 years after a Donaldson man died in a 
Tremont Township, Pennsylvania, coal mine explosion, a judge has ordered the mine 
owner to pay more than $900,000 in penalties, federal officials said August 11. R&D 
Mine Coal Co. Inc. must pay $905,825 as the result of "flagrant" safety violations that 
caused the October 23, 2006, blast that killed a coal miner, the U.S. Department of 
Labor announced. The settlement order by the administrative law judge marks the first 
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time the department's Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) cited a mining 
company for flagrant violations under the Mine Improvement and New Emergency 
Response Act of 2006, and the second time new legal ground has been broken as a 
result of the fatal explosion. The MSHA found that when an unconfined shot was 
detonated at the face of R&D's Buck Mountain Mine, methane gas exploded in an 
inadequately ventilated area. The mine, which was located off Molleystown Road about 
a mile from Joliett, has been sealed and closed permanently. 
Source: http://republicanherald.com/news/mining-company-fined-more-than-900-000-
for-fatal-blast-1.1187782 

2. August 11, Glenwood Springs Post Independent – (Colorado) State gas agency 
confirms hydrogen sulfide reports. The Colorado agency charged with overseeing 
natural gas drilling said one company, at least, has admitted to encountering hydrogen 
sulfide at drilling rig sites in Garfield County. The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission (COGCC) is not sure how much of the toxic gas was encountered and at 
what concentrations. According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, hydrogen 
sulfide, or H2S, is a hazardous and toxic gas that, when inhaled, can cause severe 
respiratory distress, headaches, loss of motor control and memory, and other ailments. 
It is produced when certain bacteria consume sulfur-bearing organic matter. At 
concentrations below 30 parts per million (ppm) it puts off a smell like rotten eggs. At 
100 ppm or more, it can paralyze the olfactory nerve and cause a loss of the sense of 
smell. Exposure at increasing concentrations can cause nausea and vomiting, difficulty 
breathing, shock, convulsions, and death. An engineering manager for the COGCC, 
said a search of the commission's records showed Noble, which is a U.S. subsidiary of 
a Canadian company, had reported encounters with hydrogen sulfide 313 times, among 
its total of 353 wells. The reports indicated that 271 of the encounters of the gas came 
in at less than 10 parts per million, a level that is considered safe. 
Source: 
http://www.postindependent.com/article/20110811/VALLEYNEWS/110819975/1083
&ParentProfile=1074 

3. August 11, New Philadelphia Times-Reporter – (Ohio) Oil-well fire on farm 
subdued. An oil well in Gnadenhutten, Ohio was back in operation August 11 after 
catching fire August 10 when the ruptured tank’s top was blown off, landing about 30 
to 40 yards from the well site. Flames were rising about 30 feet high, and a containment 
pool of oil also was ablaze when firefighters arrived following the explosion reported at 
3:11 a.m., a Gnadenhutten firefighter said. The fire destroyed one oil tank and damaged 
the well site, owned by Artex Oil Co. of Marietta. The site is about 400 to 500 yards 
south of Route 36 and 1.5 to 2 miles west of Gnadenhutten. The well was back in 
operation after the company replaced the damaged tank. Firefighters were concerned at 
the time of the fire because other tanks at the site were exposed to flames, and because 
the site is only about 50 yards away from a barn, which houses heavy equipment. No 
one was injured, and firefighters extinguished the fire in about 20 minutes using a 
firefighting foam. 
Source: http://www.timesreporter.com/communities/x27444551/Oil-well-fire-on-farm-
subdued 
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4. August 11, Reuters – (Tennessee) EPA oks fuel waiver after Memphis refinery 
shut. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) August 11 temporarily waived 
clean gasoline requirements in a county near Memphis, Tennessee, after a fire the week 
of August 1 forced the shutdown of a refinery there. The EPA said the shutdown of 
Valero Energy Corp's 180,000 barrel-per-day refinery could result in a gasoline 
shortage, so the requirement that gasoline sold in Shelby County have a 7.8 Reid vapor 
pressure (RVP) was waived for 20 days to allow sales of 9.0 RVP gasoline. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/11/epa-waiver-valero-
idUSWEN719520110811 

5. August 11, Greenwire – (Wyoming) Wyo. coalbed methane drilling plan proceeds as 
BLM rejects Enviro's petition. The U.S. Bureau of Land Management has dismissed 
a formal challenge to an agency plan that would allow nearly 500 coalbed methane 
wells to be drilled in an undeveloped section of northeast Wyoming's Powder River 
Basin. The decision to authorize the drilling project in Fortification Creek also marked 
the completion of an environmental assessment calling for a "performance-based" 
approach and phased drilling over a 10-year period. Each phase would proceed only 
after the agency determines that the energy companies involved are meeting strict 
conditions to protect wildlife and sensitive habitat in the Fortification Creek Planning 
Area. 
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2011/08/11/11greenwire-wyo-coalbed-
methane-drilling-plan-proceeds-as-16522.html 

6. August 11, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel – (Wisconsin) Sierra Club report blames fish 
kills on power plants. The Sierra Club released a study August 11 that detailed what it 
says is considerable damage to fish and other aquatic life caused by certain types of 
water-intake systems in electric power plants.The study detailed the impacts of power 
plants on fish populations across the country, including Wisconsin, saying that "once-
through" intake systems trap fish and return water to lakes and rivers at warmer 
temperatures. Wisconsin has seven such systems on Lake Michigan, and four on the 
Mississippi River. One Wisconsin utility, Milwaukee-based We Energies, rejected 
many of the claims in the report and said its coal-fired power plant in Oak Creek and a 
natural gas-fired plant in Port Washington have been engineered to draw water at low 
velocity to avoid trapping or killing fish. The report comes at a time when the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency is proposing new cooling water intake standards for 
power plants, but the environmental group said those standards fall short of what is 
needed. We Energies' spokesman said the closed systems use less water, but also are 
less efficient. In the case of Oak Creek, he said more coal would be burned to generate 
the same amount of electricity. In a news release accompanying the study from the 
Sierra Club of Wisconsin, the organization said the Valley plant, conservatively, kills 
about 1â��million fish annually. 
Source: http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/127566133.html 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 
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7. August 12, WZVN 7 Naples – (Florida) Acid leak at Fort Myers business 
contained. A hydrochloric acid leak at a Fort Myers, Florida business sent acid 
spewing into the air and forced authorities to shut down a nearby road August 12. 
Firefighters said a valve leak on a 200-gallon tank on a contractor's truck at Youngquist 
Brothers Incorporated, located at 1565 Pine Ridge Road, caused the leak around 1 a.m. 
A hazardous materials team responded to the scene and blocked off a 500-yard radius 
while they attempted to contain the spill. Authorities blocked Pine Ridge Road for a 
short time as a precaution. Crews contained the leak and cleared the scene around 4 
a.m. The roadway has since been reopened. The Web site for Youngquist said the firm 
is a contractor for drilling deep injection well systems. 
Source: http://www.abc-7.com/story/15255271/2011/08/12/acid-leak-at-fort-myers-
business-contained 

8. August 12, Macon Sun News – (Georgia) Houston County cement manufacturer 
agrees to pay fine. A Houston County, Georgia cement manufacturer agreed to pay 
Georgia environmental regulators an $8,000 fine for releasing more air pollution than 
allowed, and failing to report it to the state fast enough. A consent order was issued 
July 20 by the state environmental protection division related to emissions from Cemex 
Southeast LLC, the Macon Telegraph reported August 12. According to the order, the 
company tested one of its cement kilns in September 2010 and found it was emitting 
dioxins, furans, and fine particle pollution at rates more than double the limit listed in 
the company’s state air permit. Dioxins can harm the immune, nervous, endocrine, and 
reproductive systems, and cause cancer. Fine particle air pollution can be breathed 
deeply into the lungs, and cause respiratory and heart problems. State rules require such 
test results to be reported to the state within 60 days. The company waited until it had 
done work on the kiln and retested it before notifying the state 119 days later, the order 
states. Before the end of 2010, Cemex had changed filter bags to fix the problem, and 
brought the kiln’s emissions back into compliance, the order indicates. 
Source: http://www.macon.com/2011/08/12/1662933/houston-county-cement-
manufacturer.html 

9. August 11, Louisville Courier-Journal – (Kentucky) Rubbertown plant may switch to 
less toxic chemicals. American Synthetic Rubber in Louisville, Kentucky, is making 
plans to phase out the use of the moderately toxic chemical toluene, replacing it with a 
mixture of two chemicals that are considered less risky to people. The plant has long 
used toluene to produce rubber, and it used to emit great quantities of it — as much as 
4.7 million pounds in 1991, for example. That compares to 408,000 pounds of toluene 
emissions in 2009, the most recent year for which U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) data is available. But in 2003, a Louisville study identified toluene as 1 
of 18 chemicals in Louisville’s air driving up health risks for residents. And it was 
regulated under the city’s Strategic Toxic Air Reduction program, adopted in 2005. It is 
also regulated as a so-called “hazardous air pollutant” under the federal Clean Air Act. 
The company, which makes rubber for tires, is exploring the change because two 
replacement chemicals are considered safer and more useful, said a spokeswoman for 
Michelin North America, which owns the plant. It is seeking a permit from the 
Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District, which is accepting public comment 
through August 30. The spokeswoman said the two replacement chemicals would allow 
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the company to make a larger variety of rubber products for tires. If the company 
proceeds with the plan, the switch would be phased in over several years, she said. The 
company and the air district called the replacement chemicals — cyclohexane and 
methylcyclohexane — ”non-hazardous” because they are not on local or federal toxic 
or hazardous air pollutant lists. But that does not mean they are benign. Cyclohexane 
can cause headaches, tremors, convulsions, and eye damage if breathed in large 
quantities, according to an EPA fact sheet. And methylcyclohexane can irritate the 
eyes, skin, nose and throat, cause dizziness or drowsiness, and affect the central 
nervous system, according to a guidebook from the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health. 
Source: http://www.courier-
journal.com/article/20110811/BUSINESS/308100150/1003/Rubbertown-plant-may-
switch-less-toxic-chemicals?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|Home|s 

10. August 11, New York Times – (National) E.P.A. bans sale of tree-killing 
herbicide. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) August 11, banned the 
sale of Imprelis, a weed killer introduced this year that landscapers link to thousands of 
tree deaths. DuPont, which held discussions with the EPA, suspended sales the week of 
August 1 and announced plans for a refund program. The company already faces 
lawsuits from property owners who lost numerous trees after landscapers began 
applying Imprelis to lawns and golf courses this spring. An EPA spokesman said the 
agency acted because data provided by DuPont showed at least three types of 
evergreens — balsam fir, Norway spruce, and white pine trees — were susceptible to 
damage or death from Imprelis. In a statement, the agency said it was investigating 
whether the widespread tree deaths resulted from misuse of the weed killer, inadequate 
warnings or directions on the product’s label, its persistence in soil and plant material, 
or other factors. A DuPont spokeswoman said the EPA data indicated vulnerability 
only when the three tree species were exposed to “extreme conditions” in tests. 
Whether the product will return to the market after the EPA review is unclear. Only turf 
and landscaping professionals were allowed to buy or apply Imprelis. While it has been 
highly effective at killing clover and broad-leafed weeds such as dandelions, 
landscapers say, nearby evergreens in many cases began dying within weeks of the first 
applications. Some agricultural experts suggest the tree toll could reach into the 
hundreds of thousands. Landscapers initially welcomed the herbicide, marketed as an 
environmentally friendly product that did not pose risks to animals. The national law 
firm Parker, Waichman and Alonso has filed a dozen lawsuits against DuPont over the 
tree deaths in federal courts across the Midwest, and more are pending. ”We expect at 
the end of the day there’s going to be more than a billion dollars of damage or as much 
as several billion,” a firm partner said. “You are talking about a lot of people who have 
dead trees 40 to 50 feet tall, 30 or 50 years old that each cost $20,000 or $25,000 to 
replace.” 
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/12/science/earth/12herbicide.html 

11. August 11, Grand Rapids Press – (Michigan) Tanker filled with liquid nitrogen rolls 
over at Broadmoor and M-6. Emergency crews responded to a report of a tanker 
truck, filled with liquid nitrogen, that rolled over on Broadmoor Avenue SE at M-6 in 
Caledonia, Michigan, August 11. The accident happened about 10:25 a.m. Firefighters 
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and emergency crews decided to let the nitrogen vent into the air before uprighting the 
truck. Authorities said there was no danger to the public, but they expected that 
northbound Broadmoor would be closed for several hours. Kern County sheriff's 
deputies closed the northbound lanes of Broadmoor immediately after the accident. 
Dispatchers were told the truck driver was not injured and escaped the truck cab. It was 
not immediately clear whether any of the chemical had spilled. 
Source: http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-
rapids/index.ssf/2011/08/tanker_filled_with_liquid_nitr.html 

For more stories, see items 2 and 17  
 
[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

12. August 12, Associated Press – (Georgia) NRC: License for Ga. nuke plant likely in 
2012. Southern Co. is unlikely to receive permission until early 2012 to build what 
could become the country's first new nuclear plant in a generation, according to a new 
timeline from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). Company officials 
wanted to secure federal permission before the end of the year to build two 
Westinghouse Electric Co. AP1000 reactors at Plant Vogtle near Augusta, Georgia. But 
Southern Co.'s CEO recently acknowledged the approval process may stretch into early 
2012. The $14 billion effort is the flagship project in a new wave of U.S. nuclear power 
plants. The U.S. President's administration has awarded the project $8 billion in federal 
loan guarantees as part of an effort to expand the country's reliance on nuclear power. 
NRC staffers issued two reports the week of August 1 finding that the AP1000 reactor 
and plans to build it in Georgia met federal safety requirements. Two big steps remain 
before Southern Co. and its partners could start construction. First, NRC 
commissioners must vote to formally approve the AP1000 reactor slated for use at 
Plant Vogtle and other sites. Besides Georgia, Westinghouse Electric has contracts to 
build AP1000 reactors in South Carolina and Florida. Four AP1000 reactors are under 
construction in China. After the new reactor is approved, the NRC's commissioners 
could vote on whether to give Southern Co. permission to start building the new plant 
in Georgia. An official told analysts that a delay into early next year should not affect 
the overall schedule to bring the new reactors online by 2016 and 2017. 
Source: http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/08/12/business-multiutilities-us-nuclear-
plant-georgia_8620317.html 

13. August 12, Deutsche Presse-Agentur – (International) Quake stops damaged nuclear 
plant's desalination system in Japan. The operator of a crippled nuclear power station 
said August 12 its plant's desalination device stopped temporarily due to a magnitude-6 
earthquake that struck northeastern Japan. The device, part of the system to clean up 
highly radioactive water used to cool damaged reactors at the plant, saw its heat 
generator run down automatically due to the quake, Jiji Press reported. Tokyo Electric 
Power Co. (TEPCO), which runs the plant, said it restarted the device about 20 minutes 
later as no abnormalities were detected, Jiji reported. The Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 
Power Station has spewed radioactive material since it was hit by a magnitude-9 quake 
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and tsunami March 11. The August 12 quake jolted the region at 3:32 a.m. with its 
epicenter off Fukushima prefecture at a depth of 50 kilometers, the Meteorological 
Agency said. The TEPCO also found a decrease in the amount of water injected into a 
reactor to cool it, while another problem involved a breakdown of the equipment to 
adjust the amounts of nitrogen gas injected to reduce the risk of hydrogen explosions, 
Jiji reported. The TEPCO said the problems had already been fixed. Two people were 
injured in Fukushima prefecture due to the quake, local media reported. No tsunami 
warning was issued. 
Source: 
http://www.monstersandcritics.com/news/asiapacific/news/article_1656549.php/Quake
-stops-damaged-nuclear-plant-s-desalination-system-in-Japan 

14. August 11, Associated Press – (International) Giant tent erected over Japan nuclear 
reactor. The operator of Japan's damaged Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant is 
building a huge tent to cover one of the worst-hit reactors. Officials hope the cover will 
keep leaked radioactive materials from spreading, prevent rainwater seepage, and offer 
a barrier from further leaks. The tent is being erected to provide a temporary 
replacement for the No. 1 reactor's outer housing shell, which was destroyed in an 
explosion caused by high pressure the day after Japan's deadly earthquake and tsunami 
March 11. A spokesman for the power utility said that construction on the tent began 
the week of August 8. 
Source: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2011/08/11/international/i205120D35.DTL&tsp=1 

15. August 11, Associated Press – (Vermont) NRC says Vt. nuclear plant must save for 
closing. Federal regulators have rejected a bid by the owner of Vermont Yankee to 
cancel a $40 million guarantee on the fund that will pay to mothball the nuclear power 
plant when it closes. Rejecting Entergy Corp.'s contention that a new 20-year federal 
license extension assures the fund will have enough money to decommission the plant, 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) notified the New Orleans-based 
company August 10 that its application to cancel the guarantee had been turned down. 
The NRC said it would be premature to cancel the payment, since the nuclear power 
plant in Vermont's southeastern corner may have to close in March, when its state 
license expires. According to the NRC, the fund had $474 million in it as of December 
31, well short of the $564 million the NRC says it will take to decommission. Federal 
regulators have granted Vermont Yankee a license to operate for 20 more years, but 
state officials want it shut down. Entergy is suing the state in federal court saying that 
the jurisdiction for nuclear plant licensing lies with the federal government, and that 
Vermont does not have the power to close it. The suit goes to trial next month. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9P23N5G0.htm 

16. August 11, York Dispatch – (Pennsylvania) NRC studies possible nuclear fuel 
problem at Peach Bottom plant. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is 
undertaking a study to ensure the spent fuel pools at Peach Bottom Atomic Power 
Station in Peach Bottom, Pennsylvania can maintain safety guidelines despite the 
degradation of a material used to control radioactive waste. At issue is Boraflex, which 
absorbs neutrons from fuel that was once burned in a reactor. The spent fuel is still 
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highly radioactive when it is placed in the cooling pool, an NRC spokesman said. 
Though the temperature of the waste drops dramatically within a few months, 
conditions must be controlled to make sure it does not start fission, he said. To this end, 
Boraflex panels are attached to racks where the spent fuel is stored, 40 feet underwater 
at the bottom of the spent fuel pool, the spokesman said. But gamma rays, the strongest 
form of radiation, have caused shrinkage in the Boraflex, so NRC inspectors will 
examine whether the existing material is safe for use until 2014, when owner Exelon 
Nuclear plans to replace it. Failure of the system could cause boiling of water in the 
pool or the release of radioactivity, the spokesman said. He said there are 19 reactors 
nationwide that use Boraflex, and problems have been noted at other facilities. 
Source: http://www.yorkdispatch.com/business/ci_18660458 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

17. August 12, Warren Tribune Chronicle – (Ohio) Five hurt in steel plant blast. An 
investigation is continuing into a steel plant explosion August 11 that injured five 
workers — three seriously. The blast occurred about 6:45 a.m. at Warren Steel 
Holdings shortly after a waterline was shut off in the melt shop, firefighters said. ''We 
were the first to arrive and were met with the five men who were injured,'' Champion's 
fire chief said. ''Workers seemed to have a fire that followed the blast under control 
quickly. The explosion knocked out some windows. I'd call it moderate damage.'' Two 
victims were flown to the Akron Children's Burn Unit, where a spokesman said they 
were in fair condition. A third victim was flown to Cleveland MetroHealth's Burn Unit 
from Trumbull Memorial Hospital, but a condition was not given by MetroHealth 
officials. Two others were treated at St. Joseph Health Center for minor injuries. A U.S. 
Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration spokeswoman 
said they are investigating the explosion. According to the 911 call log, workers had 
chemicals, including lime and soda ash, on them. Warren Township's fire chief said 
there was confusion at the plant, and that the injuries were from fire burns, not 
chemicals. Besides Warren Township and Champion firefighters, Howland Fire 
Department supplied ambulances along with Bristol Fire Department. Cortland and 
Bazetta fire departments each sent ladder trucks. The Ukranian-owned Warren Steel 
Holdings is a fully operational melt shop and casting mill that produces carbon and 
alloy steel cast rounds. 
Source: http://www.tribtoday.com/page/content.detail/id/560322/Five-hurt-in-steel-
plant-blast.html?nav=5021 

18. August 11, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency – (Minnesota) MPCA penalizes 
Hibbing Taconite Co. $15,250 for alleged air quality violations. Hibbing Taconite 
Co. has agreed to pay a $15,250 civil penalty for alleged air quality violations at its 
taconite-production facility near Hibbing, Minnesota, and will take actions to return the 
facility to compliance, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) announced 
August 11. Hibbing Taconite’s facility mines and processes taconite ore, producing 
taconite pellets by grinding, magnetic separation, pellet forming, and pellet firing in 
production furnaces. The facility is regulated by an MPCA air quality permit issued in 
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2010. The permit requires daily average observations and recordings of air-pollution-
control devices’ operating parameters. It also requires the company to correct problems 
when operating parameter rates deviate from permit-specified limits. The company’s 
wet scrubber monitoring reports for the second half of 2010 documented many 
exceedances of these parameter rates. Also, submitted documents included an emission 
unit’s performance test failure in January 2011. The unit was retested in February and 
demonstrated compliance with the applicable federal emission limitations. To resolve 
these problems, Hibbing Taconite agreed to investigate corrective actions, and establish 
new operating rates while maintaining compliance with particulate emission limits. 
Source: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/about-mpca/mpca-news/current-news-
releases/mpca-penalizes-hibbing-taconite-co.-$15250-for-alleged-air-quality-
violations.html 

19. August 11, Associated Press – (Alabama; National) Honda production returns at 
Alabama plant. Since March, the American Honda Company has experienced drops in 
sales from lack of inventory because plants such as Honda Manufacturing of Alabama 
in Lincoln have had fewer parts from the tsunami- and earthquake-stricken Japan. But 
now that suppliers in Japan have recovered from the March disaster, plants in the 
United States are all ramping up to full capacity again. According to the July American 
Honda sales report, the company’s sales dropped about 25 percent compared to the 
same month last year. The company posted similar double-digit drops in April, May, 
and June. Company officials have consistently pointed to a lack of inventory as the 
reason behind the drops in sales. However, with production increases this month, 
officials are now predicting a turnaround in sales numbers. “We look forward to 
improved inventory levels in the coming months as most of our North American 
facilities begin to return to full production in August,” American Honda's executive 
vice president of sales said in a press release. A spokesman for the Lincoln Honda 
plant, said August 10 the plant would be back at 100 percent capacity by August 15 
after operating at 50 percent for the last few months. He added that Honda 
Manufacturing would actually be producing more vehicles per day next week than it 
did before the Japan disaster due to a $191 million investment by the company earlier 
this year to increase production at the plant. The investment, which created 40 jobs, 
was necessary in part so the plant could receive upgrades to add the Acura MDX in 
2012 to the manufacturing line. The $1.5 billion plant currently produces the Odyssey 
minivan, the Ridgeline pickup, and the Pilot SUV. 
Source: http://enewscourier.com/statenews/x1942919102/Honda-production-returns-at-
Alabama-plant 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

20. August 11, FoxNews.com – (California) DARPA launches and loses hypersonic 
aircraft. The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) has lost contact 
with its experimental hypersonic glider — and possibly lost the vehicle itself — 
following the latest test flight from Vandenberg Air Force Base on the Central Coast of 
California, August 9. The unmanned Falcon Hypersonic Technology Vehicle-2 — a 
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test rocket designed to fly at Mach 20, or around 13,000 miles per hour — successfully 
launched at about 7:45 a.m. PDT and separated properly from the rocket carrying it to 
the edge of space. But DARPA, a military research group, revealed on Twitter it lost 
sight of the missile once it entered its mission glide phase. “Range assets have lost 
telemetry with HTV2," the agency announced shortly after the flight. "Downrange 
assets did not reacquire tracking or telemetry. HTV2 has an autonomous flight 
termination capability. More to follow,” the agency wrote an hour later. The Central 
Coast fog was too dense to see the glider take-off — only the sounds of the launch 
resonated through the air. No light from the Falcon was visible, all that was seen was a 
whiteout from the fog and green hills in the foreground. But when the aircraft was in 
flight, the latest status report was broadcast across the Air Force base from a 
loudspeaker where attendees watched the launch. Over that Countdown Network, the 
Range Launch Conductor said that it had lost optical site of the HTV-2 at about 8:15 
a.m. PDT. The project began in 2003 and cost $320 million, according to Bloomberg 
News. 
Source: http://news.discovery.com/tech/darpa-launches-hypersonic-aircraft-
110811.html 

For another story, see item 42  
 
[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

21. August 12, TMCnet.com – (Oklahoma) 3 charged in Sand Springs bank robbery; 
inside job alleged. Three people were charged August 11 in federal court in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, with robbing a Sand Springs IBC Bank where one of them worked. The 
former employee is accused of plotting with two others to rob the bank of more than 
$8,000 June 14. All three are charged with robbing and conspiring to rob the bank. An 
FBI affidavit states tone defendant approached a teller station staffed by the former 
employee and presented her a note that implied he had a weapon and demanded money. 
Surveillance video showed the employee was on a cell phone minutes before the 
robbery and — after being handed the note — walked away from her station to the 
back of the teller area for about a minute before returning to give money to the robber, 
according to the affidavit. She made no effort to alert fellow bank employees of the 
ongoing robbery and in the aftermath complained of a "serious anxiety attack," the 
document said. On July 28, a Crime Stoppers tipster identified the robber and former 
employee as an associate. On August 10, the FBI and Sand Springs police received 
another tip from someone who claimed to have overheard the two talking about 
committing a bank robbery with the third defendant as the getaway driver. 
Source: http://www.tmcnet.com/usubmit/2011/08/12/5702208.htm 

22. August 11, Cincinnati Enquirer – (Ohio) Real estate agent indicted for mortgage 
fraud. A real estate agent was charged August 11 with orchestrating a multimillion-
dollar mortgage fraud scheme that authorities believe triggered dozens of foreclosures 
throughout Greater Cincinnati, Ohio. The agent is accused in a federal indictment of 
mail fraud, wire fraud and bank fraud. The Sycamore Township man, who faces up to 
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30 years in prison if convicted, pleaded not guilty in U.S. district court in Cincinnati. 
Federal prosecutors said he persuaded dozens of people, including friends and fellow 
members of Zion Temple church in Avondale, to buy houses at inflated prices so he 
could collect lucrative fees. They said the scheme ran from 2001 to 2006 during the 
height of the real estate boom, and did not begin to unravel until the crash in 2008, 
when many of the homeowners fell into foreclosure. Although prosecutors said the 
scheme resembles other mortgage frauds, they say this one differs in at least one 
respect: Many of the 59 properties involved are located near each other, often on the 
same streets. According to the indictment, the agent and others filled out loan 
applications with false data, and lied about income and the amount of assets held by the 
prospective home buyers. Prosecutors said the agent also claimed his home repair 
business, Quality Home Maintenance, had done extensive work on many of the houses. 
They said he then used bogus invoices for work he never did to justify a higher home 
sale price. 
Source: 
http://communitypress.cincinnati.com/article/AB/20110811/NEWS0107/110811032/Re
al-estate-agent-indicted-mortgage-fraud-?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|communities|s 

23. August 10, Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel – (Florida) Boca man pleads guilty to 
conspiring to bribe bankers and fake financial documents. The owner of a Boca 
Raton, Florida, company pleaded guilty August 10 to conspiring to bribe local bankers 
and falsify financial documents to secure more than $1.5 million in fraudulent small 
business loans and lines of credit. The owner admitted orchestrating what federal 
prosecutors have described as an unique form of fraud: enlisting corrupt bankers to 
approve business loans for clients with poor credit histories. He and his employees at 
Palm Beach Business Consultants attempted to push through more than $10 million in 
bogus loans and lines of credit since the firm opened in 2003, according to the U.S. 
attorney's office. After federal authorities caught on to the scheme, the convict began 
working with them and agreed to introduce an undercover FBI agent to the bankers. 
The sting culminated in January with the arrests of 15 people, including the convict, a 
former Broward sheriff's investigative aide, and seven Broward and Palm Beach 
bankers. 
Source: http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2011-08-10/news/fl-francis-santa-plea-
20110808_1_palm-beach-business-consultants-thomas-correa-corrupt-bankers 

24. August 10, Armenia News – (International) Passenger of Yerevan-Moscow flight 
arrested over fake credit cards. Employees of Armenian National Security Service 
(NSS) detained an Armenian citizen on a Yerevan, Armenia to Moscow plane in an 
attempt to transfer fake credit cards. NSS officers found 21 fake credit cards issued by 
U.S. banks. The man planned to execute bank transactions to seize money and property. 
Criminal proceedings were instituted. An investigation is underway. 
Source: http://news.am/eng/news/70606.html 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 
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25. August 12, Associated Press – (New Jersey; New York) NJ Transit train riders face 
delays after switch problem is fixed. New Jersey (NJ) Transit riders faced residual 
delays after Amtrak switch problems disrupted service on Northeast Corridor, North 
Jersey Coast Line and Midtown Direct trains in and out of New York City's Penn 
Station August 12. The problem has been fixed. The switch failure was the latest in a 
series of disruptions this week that began August 9 when two cars of a Trenton, New 
Jersey-bound train derailed as it was leaving Penn Station. NJ Transit trains were 
delayed up to an hour August 10 because repairs weren't finished. riders faced more 
delays August 11 after an Amtrak train slipped off the rails at the train storage yard in 
Queens, New York. 
Source: http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2011/08/nj_transit_train_riders_face_d.html 

26. August 11, Baltimore Sun – (Maryland) Sinkhole closes lane on I-70 at 
Frederick. The discovery of a sinkhole along Interstate 70 in Frederick, Maryland, 
prompted the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) to close the right lane of 
the eastbound highway August 11, so crews could fill it with cement and rocks, the 
agency said. The SHA said it hoped to complete work on the stretch between Route 85 
and South Street by the August 12 morning rush hour. A SHA spokesman said the 
sinkhole was discovered in the shoulder of I-70 but said the crews needed access to the 
right lane to make repairs. The lane was closed about 3 p.m. August 11. Sinkholes are a 
perennial problem in that area of Frederick, particularly within 3 miles of the LaFarge 
quarry, the spokesman said. There have been previous road closings along I-70 related 
to the Swiss cheese-like geological formations in the area. 
Source: 
http://weblogs.baltimoresun.com/news/traffic/2011/08/sinkhole_closes_lane_on_i70_at
.html 

27. August 11, Washington Post – (Virginia) VDOT to replace Hunter Mill Road bridge 
in Fairfax County. The bridge that carries Hunter Mill Road over Difficult Run in 
Fairfax County, Virginia, is scheduled to be replaced this month, after a Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) inspection found severe corrosion in the beams. 
Because the corrosion cannot be repaired, a temporary truss bridge will be installed, 
according to the VDOT. The agency hopes to build a permanent replacement next 
summer. A VDOT spokeswoman said the bridge did not pose a risk to drivers. The 
structure’s weight limit also was reduced as a precaution. “VDOT has chosen, however, 
to remove the bridge from service as quickly as possible — especially after considering 
the large number of users, including trucks, who travel on Hunter Mill Road and its 
vital role as a corridor in Fairfax County — to eliminate any chance that heavy traffic 
conditions would contribute to accelerated deterioration and pose a future safety risk,” 
she said. The temporary truss bridge will cost about $300,000 to install. The permanent 
bridge will cost about $3 million; however, the VDOT does not have money set aside 
for it. The bridge was last replaced in 1993 with a structure consisting of a timber deck 
and steel beams, a type of bridge that has a life span of about 20 years under normal 
conditions, the spokeswoman said. That bridge was intended to be an interim 
replacement while the state developed plans for a new one. But that project was later 
canceled because of opposition from the community. The Hunter Mill Road bridge has 
been rated structurally deficient since 2005, a term meaning a bridge needs more 
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frequent inspections and is a candidate for future rehabilitation and replacement. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/vdot-to-replace-hunter-mill-road-bridge-
in-fairfax-county/2011/08/08/gIQAHlNY8I_story.html 

For more stories, see items 7 and 11  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

28. August 12, Food Safety News – (International) Canada veal liver recall tied to E. Coli 
outbreak. An outbreak of E. coli infections in several provinces prompted the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) to issue a warning about veal liver, but the 
health authority's recall announcement did not say how many people were sick or 
where the illnesses have been reported. The CFIA said White Veal Meat Packers Ltd. 
recalled its grain fed veal liver because it may be contaminated with E. coli O157:H7. 
The recalled White Valley brand veal liver was sold in boxes weighing about 5 
kilograms (kg) or about 25 kg. Retailers may have sliced and sold the veal liver 
prepackaged or through the store's meat counter, the CFIA said. "This is an ongoing 
food safety investigation," the CFIA wrote in its warning announcement. "The Public 
Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) is investigating a multi-provincial outbreak of E. 
coli O157:H7 illnesses in collaboration with provincial health authorities as well as 
federal health partners including the Canadian Food Inspection Agency and Health 
Canada." 
Source: http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/08/veal-liver-recalled-in-canada-tied-to-
e-coli-outbreak/ 

29. August 12, Food Safety News – (Michigan) Ground beef recall tied to Michigan 
outbreak expands. A recall of ground beef linked to as many as 9 E. coli illnesses in 
Michigan grew significantly August 11, with the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) announcing the implicated meat processing 
company was calling back some 2,200 pounds of ground beef. The initial recall by 
McNees Meats and Wholesale, LLC, was for 360 pounds of ground beef sold in 10-
pound bags. Michigan health officials have said there are five confirmed cases and four 
probable cases of E. coli infection traced to McNees Meats ground beef. E.coli 
O157:NM differs from E. coli O157:H7 in that it lacks the flagellar H antigen, making 
it non-motile (NM), the FSIS explained in a news release. The FSIS said there is an 
epidemiologic link between the ground beef McNees produced on July 15 and July 21, 
and the illnesses in Michigan. It said McNees is recalling beef produced on additional 
dates "out of an abundance of caution." The FSIS said the outbreak investigation is 
continuing. 
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Source: http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/08/ground-beef-recall-tied-to-outbreak-
in-michigan-expands/ 

30. August 12, Occupational Health and Safety – (Georgia) OSHA Brews Up $46,550 in 
Fines for Georgia Coffee, Tea Manufacturer. The U.S. Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) cited Excelso Coffee and Tea Co. for 19 violations 
related to combustible dust and other hazards at the company's Norcross, Georgia, 
manufacturing facility, where it conducts coffee and tea blending operations. The 
OSHA began an inspection in April as part of its Site-Specific Targeting program, 
which directs enforcement resources to those workplaces where the highest rate of 
injuries and illnesses have occurred. Proposed penalties total $46,550. Fourteen serious 
violations involve the company's failure to install isolation devices on the dust collector 
system to prevent fires and explosions, keep steel beams and floors free of coffee and 
tea dust accumulation, and develop and implement an emergency action plan and 
training in the use of fire extinguishers. Additionally, the facility lacked guardrails and 
standard railings on fixed stairs; the company did not evaluate permit-required confined 
spaces; an energy control program for employees maintaining and servicing equipment 
was not in place; training for forklift operators was not provided; the facility lacked an 
eyewash station; employees were not provided with hand protection against heat and 
cuts; compressed air was improperly used to clean equipment; machinery on the 
packaging line lacked machine guards; a bench grinder was improperly adjusted; the 
electrical panel box had exposed wiring; and flexible cords were improperly used as 
permanent wiring. There were also five, other-than-serious violations with no monetary 
penalties reported. 
Source: http://ohsonline.com/articles/2011/08/12/osha-brews-up-46550-in-fines-for-
georgia-coffee-tea-manufacturer.aspx?admgarea=news 

31. August 12, Madison Post-Crescent – (Wisconsin) Firefighters at large blaze at Fox 
Valley Alfalfa Mill. An early-morning blaze in a hay storage structure in Hilbert, 
Wisconsin, August 12, required the work of volunteer firefighters from at least 15 
departments. Hilbert firefighters were called to Fox Valley Alfalfa Mill, 508 W. Third 
Street, at about 12:20 a.m. on report of a large-scale fire inside a structure used for hay 
bale storage. Hilbert sought equipment and manpower from departments across 
Calumet County and from as far as Pulaski and Suamico. Officials said it could take 
until 6 p.m. or later before the fire is extinguished. “It is unusual to need this much 
manpower and this much water,” said a Hilbert Fire Department spokeswoman. It took 
crews until about 6 a.m. to get the blaze under control. Flames were still visible from 
among the hay in the late morning hours. The building contained about 7,500 hay bales. 
Tanker trucks steadily moved to and from the mill to fill a series of portable reservoirs 
set up along Third Street. Firefighters used two ladder trucks to douse the flaming hay 
from above as others worked at ground level. Crews also brought in a backhoe and 
other heavy machinery to remove and separate hay allowing access to fire inside the 
bales. No one was injured in the fire. An investigation into its cause isn’t going to begin 
until the blaze is extinguished. The spokeswoman said crews were in the midst of the 
”long and slow” portion of combating the fire. The bales were packed tightly and 
firefighters could have to separate all of them to assure the fire is out. 
Source: http://www.postcrescent.com/article/20110812/APC0101/110812004/Update-
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Firefighters-large-blaze-Fox-Valley-Alfalfa-
Mill?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|FRONTPAGE 

32. August 12, Daily New Canaan – (National) Pet treat manufacturer issues 
recall. Doggie Wishbone pet treats, manufactured by Merrick Pet Care, Inc. of 
Amarillo, Texas, were recently recalled due to possible salmonella contamination. The 
company recalled 248 cases of the pet treats. No illnesses have been reported, said the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and no consumer complaints have been filed. The 
recalled treats were shipped to distributors in 10 states. Those distributors then shipped 
the products to retailers and other distributors throughout the United States. No other 
Merrick Pet Care products are included in this recall. 
Source: http://www.thedailynewcanaan.com/wellness/pet-treat-manufacturer-issues-
recall 

For more stories, see items 3, 6, 10, 52, and 54  
 
[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

33. August 12, Lower Hudson Journal News – (New York) New sewage spill sparks new 
Hudson River warning. Health department officials in Westchester and Rockland 
counties in New York issued a blanket warning August 11 telling people to avoid direct 
contact with the Hudson River after a sewer main break in Ossining. The warning 
comes only 3 weeks after a massive sewage spill out of New York City restricted the 
use of the Hudson for several days. Westchester's Croton Point Park Beach, and the 
private Philipse Manor Beach Club's beach were closed August 11. Officials on both 
sides of the river advised those using the Hudson for recreation — such as fishing, 
kayaking and boating — to avoid direct contact with the water. Ossining's mayor said a 
4-foot-diameter tree fell into a 40- to 60-foot ravine surrounding Killbrook Creek and 
ruptured a 36-inch metal sewer main by the water's edge. Sewage was escaping the pipe 
at a rate of 1.5 million gallons per day, making the water turbid and gray. He said the 
break would not be easy to fix. Village workers added chlorine solution upstream to 
partially treat the spill before it reached the Hudson. The cause of the tree's collapse 
was unknown, but officials suggested recent storms may have compromised its root 
system or base. "Obviously, this is going to affect water quality along Westchester 
County's shoreline, we just don't know how much," said the Riverkeeper boat captain. 
In a statement August 11, the commissioner of the Rockland Department of Health said 
the proximity of the release and the tidal nature of the Hudson might cause the sewage 
to impact the western shore of the river as well. Repairs on the pipe were expected to 
be completed August 12. 
Source: http://www.lohud.com/article/20110812/NEWS01/108120345/New-sewage-
spill-sparks-new-Hudson-River-warning?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|News 

34. August 11, Lowell Sun – (Massachusetts) Billerica wastewater plant nearing 
capacity. Until the town of Billerica, Massachusetts, agrees to spend more than $14 
million to increase capacity limits at its Letchworth Avenue Wastewater Treatment 
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Facility, the 23 percent of residents without sewer access will have to keep waiting, a 
wastewater consultant told selectmen. A spokesman for environmental consulting firm 
Woodard & Curran, told the board August 8 that the town's $9 million plan to connect 
317 homes along 25 streets in East Billerica can move forward, but cautioned that the 
additional sewage would test the treatment facility's capacity limits. Currently, the 
facility has the capacity to treat 4.6 million gallons of wastewater per day, but the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection granted the town a flow limit 
of 5.4 million gallons per day. The facility would need to expand to reach the state's 
mandated flow limit. It was estimated that the East Billerica expansion would mean the 
facility would have to treat an additional 114,000 gallons of wastewater each day. Even 
if the project is completed, it will still mean that 21 percent of the town will still have to 
wait until upgrades at the treatment facility are completed before the town can expand 
its sewer system, the public works commissioner said August 10. 
Source: http://www.waterworld.com/index/display/news_display/1477069110.html 

35. August 11, Associated Press – (Pennsylvania) 1 dead, 1 injured in accident at Pa. 
sewer plant. Authorities said one worker is dead and another is injured after an 
accident at a sewer plant outside Philadelphia, Pennsylvania August 11. The accident 
happened around 11:30 a.m. at the Southwest Delaware County Sewer Authority 
pumping station in Aston. The Delaware County Daily Times reported that four 
workers were cleaning a valve when two of them inside a well fell unconscious. Rescue 
teams pulled the men out of the well. The other two were unharmed and the plant 
supervisor told the newspaper that officials interviewed them in an attempt to 
determine exactly what happened. 
Source: http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/1-dead-1-injured-in-accident-at-Pa-sewer-
plant-1885978.php 

36. August 11, WBRU 95.5 Providence – (Rhode Island) Environmental violations hit 
Newport. On August 11, the U.S. Department of Justice and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency announced the city of Newport, Rhode Island paid a $170,000 fine 
to settle claims the city illegally dumped sewage into Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island. 
Federal officials said the city is accused of illegally discharging sewage and stormwater 
containing bacteria and other pollutants, violating the Clean Water Act. The city also 
needs to spend $25 million dollars to upgrade its wastewater treatment facilities. The 
city manager said the city had until 2018 to make the upgrades, and that Newport has 
already spent $32 million to fix the problem. 
Source: http://news.wbru.com/2011/08/environmental-violations-hit-newport/ 

For another story, see item 53  
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Government Facilities Sector 

37. August 11, Associated Press – (Tennessee) Teen charged with murdering Memphis 
principal. A 17-year-old student has been charged with first-degree murder in the 
August 10 slaying of a school principal in Memphis, Tennessee. The principal's body 
was found by a teacher in a classroom at Memphis Junior Academy, a Seventh-day 
Adventist school of less than 100 students. The student told investigators he had 
planned to stab the woman on the third day of classes, when he knew he would be 
alone with her in a classroom, police said August 11. The student was held without 
bond and ordered to undergo a mental evaluation. The prosecutor said the killing was 
premeditated and asked the judge to detain the alleged killer. His defense attorneys 
asked for mental evaluations of the teenager. The killing shocked current and former 
students of the school, located next to a church and a cemetery in a residential section 
of Memphis. The principal's body was found at about 11:20 a.m. August 10. Parents 
were called and students were sent home after the body was discovered. Police said the 
student told investigators he planned to kill the principal because he did not like her, 
and she had made him angry. He told authorities he knew that he was going to be alone 
with her in a classroom, police said. He was one of the oldest students at the school, 
which has students in pre-kindergarten through high school. 
Source: 
http://www.boston.com/news/education/k_12/articles/2011/08/11/teen_charged_with_
murdering_memphis_principal/ 

38. August 11, KOKI 23 Tulsa – (Oklahoma) Storms damage Collinsville school. In 
Collinsville, Oklahoma, August 10, 65-75 mile-per-hour winds tore through the 
Collinsville High School gym’s roof and damaged several classrooms and offices. A 
restoration company was hired to restore the facility. 
Source: http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Storms-damage-Collinsville-
school/X7Xc-2RSyUSLHgbyLJC3nw.cspx 

For more stories, see items 42 and 50  
 
[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

39. August 12, TFTS – (Nevada) DefCon hackers find security flaw in prisons' 
computer systems that could lead to inmates' escape. At the recently concluded 
hacker conference in Las Vegas, Nevada, DefCon, researchers demonstrated how a 
flaw in the prison security system might one day lead to massive prison escape in the 
hands of a resourceful hacker, TFTS reported August 12. The system’s security flaw 
was discovered years ago when a random power surge in a prison’s death row cells 
automatically unlocked all the doors. The DefCon team that presented the vulnerability 
(and briefed the federal government about it) has not tried it out on actual jail cells yet, 
but the members are certain that it could be done. A cyberweapon worm named 
“Stuxnet” previously succeeded in disabling Iran’s nuclear centrifuges by attacking the 
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same component also found in high-security prisons’ systems. 
Source: http://nexus404.com/Blog/2011/08/12/hacked-out-of-jail-defcon-hackers-find-
security-flaw-in-prisons-computer-systems-that-could-lead-to-inmates-escape/ 

40. August 12, WJAC 6 Johnstown – (Pennsylvania) Pa. firefighter could be involved in 
10 arson fires. Investigators said a volunteer firefighter may have been involved in at 
least 10 suspicious fires dating back to September 2010. As of August 11, the 18-year-
old, was only being charged with the August 9 arson in Big Run at a vacant home on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. But at a news conference early August 11, Pennsylvania State 
Police said he is the main suspect in a rash of other fires in that area. The suspect 
became a volunteer fireman with the Big Run department in February. Investigators 
said some of the fires in question happened before that time, and some happened when 
he was 17. Investigators would not give specific details about their case, but they said 
he will be charged with more arson cases. They said the volunteer firefighter could be 
charged with a recent fire on Caroline Street in which an elderly man escaped from his 
home, as well as a fire that destroyed the Big Run Carpet store earlier this summer. He 
remains in jail with bail set at $200,000. Investigators said they believe he acted alone. 
Source: http://www.firehouse.com/topic/fire-prevention-and-investigation/pa-
firefighter-could-be-involved-10-arson-fires 

41. August 11, FoxNews.com – (California) Ex-inmate arrested for sneaking back into 
California prison. An ex-inmate was arrested at California's New Folsom Prison after 
he was caught sneaking back onto the prison grounds nearly 2 years after his release. 
The ex-inmate was paroled in 2009 after serving time for a robbery charge at the prison 
in Sacramento, California, Fox40.com reports. He reportedly returned to the prison 
grounds some time overnight August 10, and officers spotted him using thermal 
imaging equipment. Officials are not sure why he returned to the prison, but they admit 
there has been a growing trend of former inmates sneaking onto the grounds to leave 
contraband items for other inmates to retrieve later. Correctional officers have searched 
inside the prison for any trace of contraband, but at this time there is no evidence to 
suggest he left contraband items on the grounds. 
Source: http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/08/11/ex-inmate-arrested-for-sneaking-back-
to-california-prison/?test=latestnews 

For another story, see item 31  
 
[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

42. August 12, The Register – (International) Gary McKinnon support Web site 
defaced. A support blog for the alleged Pentagon hacker had its domain name hijacked 
August 12. Serial defacer TurkGuvenligi posted an image of an old fella spinning a 
plate on his finger on the FreeGary support blog. TurkGuvenligi is a serial Web site 
defacer whose previous victims include Secunia. Defacers typically use search engines 
to search for vulnerable sites before setting on victims and uploading digital graffiti on 
these sites. Such hacks, by themselves, are normally trivial and seldom expose more 
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sensitive systems. The FreeGary site was restored to normal August 12. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2011/08/12/mckinnon_website_defaced/ 

43. August 12, The Register – (International) Twitter 'Stalker app' just a phishing 
scam. A "Stalkers app" doing the rounds on Twitter is actually a phishing scam, 
security watchers warn. The Stalkers app, which purports to be officially sanctioned 
and to track people who are "stalking your Twitter", is promoted via messages linking 
to the application, which does nothing except coax victims into handing over their 
usernames and passwords to crooks. Although the jump page for the app might appear 
at first to be a legitimate Twitter page, a closer inspection of its URL reveals the page 
has no relationship with the micro-blogging service. The scam is ultimately designed to 
gain access to compromised accounts that can then be abused either to further promote 
the rogue app or to send spam-related or malicious site links to a compromised user's 
followers. Victims who make the mistake of reusing their Twitter passwords elsewhere, 
such as on banking or Webmail sites, also expose these more sensitive accounts to 
attack. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2011/08/12/twitter_stalker_app_phishing_scam/ 

44. August 11, Associated Press – (New York) Cops: Fired worker injures 4 at NY chip 
plant site. Police said a man fired from his job at a Malta, New York computer chip 
plant construction site has been charged with assaulting four former co-workers, 
including one hit in the face with a fire extinguisher. The Saratoga County Sheriff's 
Office told local media the 42-year-old man of Albany was arrested August 11, a day 
after the four workers were attacked at the GlobalFoundries site. Authorities said the 
suspect had recently been fired from his job as an electrical worker by one of the 
subcontractors at the site. Three of the injured workers were taken to local hospitals. 
Their conditions were not available. The man was charged with assault. He was being 
held in the county jail on $50,000 bail. 
Source: http://online.wsj.com/article/AP84537275875a4dce81f60a387ae16897.html 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  

 
[Return to top]  

Communications Sector 

45. August 11, Bloomberg Businessweek – (International) Hackers crashing Hong Kong 
Bourse website forces filing changes. Hong Kong Exchanges & Clearing Ltd. said it 
will find new ways of publicizing earnings and other corporate events after hackers 
jammed its public news website. The bourse, acting to safeguard communications from 
listed companies, will use e-mails and newspaper advertisements to back up its central 
online system, the Chief Executive Officer said at a press briefing. Trading in HSBC 
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Holdings Plc, Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd. and five other stocks was halted on Aug. 10 
and access to filings was disrupted again yesterday amid a "sustained and systematic" 
attack, he said. Hong Kong Exchanges is at the least second bourse this year to report 
an attack by hackers. While the company has defended itself against previous attempts, 
this was more sophisticated, he said. The target was the news disclosure service and the 
exchange's trading and clearing operations haven't been affected, he said The assault 
was a so-called distributed denial of service attack aimed at preventing access to the 
exchange's public news feed by overwhelming its capacity to handle website traffic, he 
said. Should the hackers change strategies, the Chief Executive Officer said the bourse 
may not be able to defend the website and its backup online bulletin board.  
Source: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/g/a/2011/08/11/bloomberg1376-
LPRL3W1A74E901-38VAI5HJR4LK9D90K0UKLIT3B1.DTL 

For another story, see item 46  
 
[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

46. August 12, Atlanta Journal-Constitution – (Georgia) 10 treated after exposure to 
powder in Covington. Ten people were treated at a hospital August 12 after they were 
exposed to white powder at a plant in Covington, Georgia in what police are calling an 
intentional act. Ten workers were treated for injuries after being exposed to a 
suspicious powder. A Covington police captain said the incident happened at Pure 
Talk, a phone-manufacturing company. He said around 2:30 a.m., an employee opened 
a package containing batteries. Two of the batteries were fused together, and when an 
employee separated them, a white powder was released. "This employee immediately 
started feeling a burning sensation on the hands, a numbing sensation" on the eyes and 
skin. "Immediately the other employees in the business began feeling similar effects of 
exposure to this powder," he said. The police captain said the employee who opened 
the package told police "there was a note attached to the batteries that indicated that 
what happened was purposeful, and the intent of the person that put this package 
together was to harm people." The employees were taken to Newton Medical Center 
for decontamination and treatment. A spokeswoman at the hospital said the patients 
were still being treated at 9:30 a.m. She said the emergency room was on lockdown due 
to the hazmat situation, and that patients needing treatment for other things would be 
diverted to nearby hospitals. She said the substance had not yet been identified, and a 
determination would be made later on whether any patients would be admitted. 
Source: http://www.ajc.com/news/10-treated-after-exposure-1100149.html 

47. August 12, WOIO 19 Cleveland – (Ohio) Teen dead, others shot in apartment fight 
in Akron. Akron, Ohio Police were on scene of a multiple shooting at an apartment 
complex located at 12211 Everton Drive shortly after 7 a.m. August 12. The Summit 
County Medical Examiner's Office confirms a female was killed during a shootout 
early August 12. According to Akron Police Dispatch, there were multiple shootings 
and could be up to three victims. There have been no details released on the 
whereabouts of the shooting suspect. 
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Source: http://www.woio.com/story/15255299/report-multiple-shooting-at-akron-
apartment-complex-medical-examiner-on-scene 

48. August 11, KTNV 13 Las Vegas – (Nevada) Las Vegas hotels, casinos receive bomb 
threats. One adult and one minor were arrested in connection with numerous phone 
calls that threatened to bomb hotels and casinos on the Las Vegas Strip, KTNV 13 Las 
Vegas reported August 11. The Las Vegas Metro Police Department said an adult, and 
the minor were disguising their voices and demanding large amounts of money from 
July 28 to August 8. They threatened to bomb hotels and casinos if the properties did 
not meet their demands. The suspects were arrested and booked into the Ventura 
County Sheriff Department's Detention Center on charges of making false bomb threats 
and attempted extortion. The police department's counter terrorism section initiated the 
investigation into the phone calls and determined the calls were coming from Ventura 
County, California. A joint investigation eventually led to the discovery of the devices 
used to make the calls. Police planned a press conference for August 12 to release more 
information about the arrests and the threats. 
Source: http://www.ktnv.com/news/local/127564083.html 

49. August 11, Associated Press – (Wisconsin) Man charged in threats against State 
Fair official. A Berlin, Wisconsin man has been charged with two misdemeanors in 
Milwaukee County for allegedly sending threatening and racially charged emails to a 
spokeswoman for the Wisconsin State Fair. The messages were sent to the 
spokeswoman August 5 after she was seen on a television news conference discussing 
the assaults and violence at the fair the night before. The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
reports a hate crime enhancer has been added to the charges against the 49-year-old 
man because of the content of the threats. The spokeswoman is African-American. 
According to the criminal complaint, the messages were traced to the man’s e-mail, and 
he has admitted sending them He also said he did not mean to hurt anyone and was 
sorry. 
Source: http://wislawjournal.com/2011/08/11/man-charged-in-threats-against-state-fair-
official/ 

For another story, see item 54  
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National Monuments and Icons Sector 

50. August 12, Associated Press – (Pennsylvania) 4 found dead in cabin fire in state 
forest in Pa. A state forestry official said a cabin fire in a central Pennsylvania state 
forest killed four people, including a state employee. The fire broke out August 12 in 
Rothrock State Forest, just south of State College. A Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources spokesman said the cabin was a state-owned 
building, and that one victim who worked for the bureau of forestry was staying there. 
WJAC 6 Johnstown reports the fire was so intense that recovering and identifying the 
bodies, as well as establishing the cause, will be a long process.The Huntingdon 
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County Coroner's Office and state police are investigating. 
Source: http://www.publicopiniononline.com/ci_18531548?source=most_viewed 

51. August 11, Missoula Missoulian – (Montana; Idaho) Firefighters battle 6 new 
wildfires on Bitterroot National Forest. It appears firefighters have the upper hand on 
a rash of lightning-caused fires on or near the Bitterroot National Forest in west-central 
Montana and eastern Idaho. On August 11, nearly 30 firefighters, including 19 
smokejumpers, attacked six small fires that flared on the West Fork Ranger District 
after a storm the night before. The largest was a 2-acre fire in Lavene Creek, just north 
of the Boulder Point Lookout and 1 mile north of the Trapper Peak trailhead. That fire 
was the focus of the smokejumpers' efforts August 11. A helicopter was making water 
drops on the blaze. All of the other fires were less than an acre in size. Firefighters also 
responded to reports of two other small fires. One was burning on Willow Mountain, 
east of Corvallis. The fire dispatcher said firefighters appeared to have that one under 
control. Others were hiking into a fire reported between Trapper and Chaffin creeks. It 
had not been located late August 11. The Ambrose Saddle fire 12 miles east of 
Stevensville was in mop-up status early August 11. Firefighters improved the line 
around it and continued to locate and extinguish spot fires. The fire line held August 
10, and the blaze did not grow beyond 15 acres. 
Source: http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/article_c4664ba2-c44a-11e0-
bd85-001cc4c03286.html 

52. August 11, KRQE 13 Albuquerque – (New Mexico) Wildfires burn rangeland near 
Roswell. Two wildfires churning through grass vital to livestock and scrub rangeland 
have blackened nearly 22,000 acres in Roswell, New Mexico, according to the latest 
report from firefighters. The two blazes, known collectively as the Baton Rouge 
Complex, began with lightning strikes August 8. Ground crews backed by aerial drops 
of fire retardant have been fighting not only the fires, but also high temperatures and 
the ongoing effects of drought. They also are watching the weather as forecast storms 
could increase lightning and erratic winds while also bringing the possibility of rain. 
The Flying H Fire is now about 80 percent contained, and is described as smoldering 
and creeping through grasslands. The Baton Rouge Fire is 55 percent contained, and is 
moderate to highly active with flame lengths up to 12 feet reported. Fire bosses were 
planning burnout operations on the Baton Rouge Fire if necessary, but also were 
working with ranchers to preserve livestock forage. Nearly 500 firefighters were on the 
scene. 
Source: http://www.krqe.com/dpp/weather/wildfires/wildfires-burn-rangeland-near-
roswell 

For another story, see item 33  
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Dams Sector 

53. August 12, Jamestown Sun – (North Dakota) High dam releases put extra load on 
sanitary sewer, city staff. Local officials said the continued combined releases of 
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1,800 cubic feet per second (cfs) from Jamestown and Pipestem dams in North Dakota 
will continue to place strains on the city’s sanitary and storm sewer systems. It is also 
requiring a higher level of management. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers released a 
water release plan August 10 that includes 1,800 cfs releases through mid-to-late 
October. In previous years, releases of that level commonly ended no later than June. 
The Jamestown city engineer said the sanitary sewer system is handling between 6 and 
6.5 million gallons per day. This level does not require special intervention under 
normal conditions. During previous high water events, groundwater infiltration into the 
sanitary sewer pipes increased flows through the system from its normal use of about 2 
million gallons per day. 
Source: http://www.jamestownsun.com/event/article/id/141914/group/News/ 

54. August 10, New Bedford Standard-Times – (Massachusetts) Bog owner fights removal 
of 'hazardous' Rochester dam. More than 450 people signed a petition asking the 
Coalition for Buzzards Bay to reconsider its plan to remove the Hathaway Pond Dam 
on the Sippican River in Rochester, Massachusetts. A petitioner, who has cranberry 
bogs that depend on the dam, said its removal is a bad idea for herring migration and 
should not be done just because it is in disrepair. "State safety officials have deemed it 
extremely hazardous because they do not have the information that it is not," he said. 
"In March, a 500-year storm breached the dam, and no one felt threatened. No roads 
were inundated." The coalition president said removing the dam will remove a barrier 
for the majority of spawning fish in the Sippican. The other pond in that part of the 
river is Leonard's Pond, which is bigger. "Any strong fish can make its way to the 
Hathaway Pond to spawn," he said. "But that is a fraction of what should be spawning. 
This river should have hundreds of thousands of spawning fish but only has 100." He 
also said the Hathaway Pond dam is an earthen structure that is in an unsafe condition 
for holding back a flood. "A breach could reach very populated County Road," he said. 
"The dam has a broken fish ladder and a sinkhole that lets 5 feet of water flow under 
the dam." The petitioner said he bought the nearby Hiller property and its 140 acres of 
cranberry bogs last year, an acquisition that included deeded rights to the dam and a 
withdrawal permit from the state department of environmental protection to take water 
from the pond for agricultural use. The coalition purchased the dam in May after the 
state office of dam safety determined it had to be either removed or repaired, and a 
study by a consultant concluded a repair would cost $650,000 and be only a "patch 
job", while its removal would cost only $200,000 and be a maximum benefit for the 
river. The coalition's purchase price was $10,000. The project's permitting process will 
start August 16 when coalition members meet with the Rochester Conservation 
Commission. The coalition expects to finalize the project's design plan by September. 
The immediate plan after removing the dam will be maintaining the area's water at 
"drained" level. 
Source: 
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110810/NEWS/108100
339 
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