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Top Stories 

• The Brownsville Herald reports that the north side of the Port of Brownsville in Texas was 
evacuated August 9 as fire crews spent more than an hour battling a fire in two 19-foot fuel 
storage tanks that contained fatty acid. Authorities implemented a one-mile safety zone, 
keeping all incoming vessels out in the water until the fire was contained. (See item 9) 

• According to the Des Moines Register, the worst flooding in Ames, Iowa history August 
11 forced hundreds from their homes and shut down the city’s supply of safe drinking 
water. The city’s water director said the water treatment and distribution system may not be 
back in service until August 17. (See item 31) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. August 12, Advocate – (Louisiana) Exploratory well blows near La. 70. A 7,200-foot 
Mantle Oil and Gas exploratory oil and gas well blew shortly before 3:30 a.m. August 
11, forcing the evacuation of six homes and the closure of at least one business as well 

http://www.dhs.gov/
http://www.esisac.com/
http://www.esisac.com/
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as a 2-mile stretch of La. 70 in Assumption Parish. The blow continued spewing a 
brownish mist of oil, gas and brine about 200 feet in the air throughout the day and into 
the evening, authorities said. Mantle Oil is the well operator and is based in 
Friendswood, Texas, outside Houston. A spokesman for Louisiana State Police said 
getting the well under control could take from two to 10 days under a “worst case 
scenario.” No one was injured in the blowout. A petroleum engineer with Mantle Oil 
said that the well’s blowout preventer may have failed, but emergency officials at the 
scene declined to speculate until the well could be closely inspected. Another Mantle 
Oil engineer said it appears oil is coming from the annulus, an area the blowout 
preventer is supposed to control, leading to the suspicion that the protective device may 
have had a problem. Cajun Well Service was finishing the well for production and was 
responsible for supplying the blowout preventer, though Mantle was responsible for 
paying for any repairs. 
Source: http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/100503199.html 

2. August 12, Burlington Free Press – (Vermont) State says large fuel release into river 
was intentional. The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources says a diesel-fuel release 
into the Black River in North Springfield was at least three times larger than originally 
thought. Officials say the evidence shows the release of about 4,000 gallons from the 
fuel tank used by Black River Produce was a deliberate act, not an accidental spill. The 
release is one of the largest in Vermont history, and 2,200 gallons have been recovered 
from the Black River. 
Source: 
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20100812/NEWS02/8120311/State-says-
large-fuel-release-into-river-was-intentional#ixzz0wOdDOs4F 

3. August 11, Des Moines Register – (Iowa) East Des Moines residents told to 
evacuate. With assistance from Des Moines police and fire personnel, officials from 
MidAmerican Energy are shutting down power and natural gas in some areas due to 
flood risks in east Des Moines, Iowa. Residents who live near the flooded Four Mile 
Creek are being urged to evacuate. 
Source: 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100811/NEWS/1008
11016 

4. August 11, Detroit Free Press – (Michigan) Michigan oil spill pipeline not allowed to 
restart. Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) have told 
Enbridge Energy Partners the company needs a better plan before it can restart its 6B 
pipeline, where an oil spill July 26 dumped as much as a million gallons of crude oil 
into a creek and the Kalamazoo River, Michigan. They want a new plan from the 
company, including how it intends to fix specific anomalies in the pipe it already 
identified, by 5 p.m. August 14. PHMSA will require the company to dig up and 
examine more pipe and repair or replace it as necessary, the agency said in a letter to 
Enbridge. U.S. Michigan congressman has called for a complete re-inspection of the 
entire line, which runs from Griffith, Indiana to Sarnia, Ontario because Enbridge’s 
own inspections have found more than 200 anomalies in the pipe that had not been 
fixed as of mid-July. 

http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20100812/NEWS02/8120311/State-says-large-fuel-release-into-river-was-intentional#ixzz0wOdDOs4F
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20100812/NEWS02/8120311/State-says-large-fuel-release-into-river-was-intentional#ixzz0wOdDOs4F
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100811/NEWS/100811016
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100811/NEWS/100811016
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/100503199.html
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Source: 
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20100811/NEWS01/308110007/1002/Mich
igan-oil-spill-pipeline-not-allowed-to-restart 

5. August 10, Associated Press – (Mississippi) 4 railroad cars derail in Pascagoula, no 
injuries. Four railroad cars carrying 120 gallons of liquid propane derailed August 10 
near a Walmart in Pascagoula, Mississippi. No injuries were reported, and the state 
Department of Environmental Quality says the cars were not leaking. No evacuations 
were ordered. Mississippi Press says the derailment was reported about 4:30 a.m. 
Specialized cranes were being brought in from Shreveport, Louisiana to turn the cars 
upright. The Mississippi Department of Transportation Rail Police division was 
investigating what caused the derailment. The Mississippi National Guard was 
monitoring the site from the air. 
Source: http://www.wxvt.com/Global/story.asp?S=12956176 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

6. August 12, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review – (Pennsylvania) Chemical truck overturns, 
spurs evacuation in Ross. About 50 homes in the North Hills of Pennsylvania were 
evacuated August 11 when a chemical tanker flipped on an Interstate 279 ramp and 
leaked a corrosive liquid used for pollution control, authorities said. The accident 
happened about 2:45 p.m. as the tanker turned onto the ramp to I-279 from Union 
Avenue in Ross. The crash tore a small hole in the tanker, creating a leak that released 
sodium hydrosulfide solution at a rate of about a quart an hour, said an Allegheny 
County Emergency Services assistant chief. A faint, pungent odor was evident near the 
truck. Hazardous-materials crews quickly contained the leak, but officials kept the 
evacuation — and closures of the ramps to and from inbound I-279 and Union Avenue 
— in place until the 48,000 gallons of corrosive liquid could be unloaded from the 
wrecked tanker onto another coming from Clarion. The identities of the trucking 
company and the driver, who was taken to a nearby hospital for unspecified injuries, 
were not released. 
Source: http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/breaking/s_694458.html 

7. August 11, KVII 7 Amarillo – (Texas) Chemical spill in east Amarillo. Three people 
were injured early August 11 after a chemical spill at West Silver Recycling in 
Amarillo, Texas. Fire officials say an employee was engulfed by a vapor cloud while 
cutting a metal cylinder with a piece of equipment. The vapors then spread through the 
yard. Officials say level of chlorine and anhydrous ammonia were detected in the air. A 
Haz-Mat team cleaned up the spill, and two people were sent to the hospital. The team 
washed off all of the employees who worked there as a precaution. The spill was small, 
and there were no reports of any serious injuries.  
Source: http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?list=195065&id=495428 

8. August 11, KATC 3 Lafayette – (Louisiana) I-49 shut down due to overturned 
tanker. I-49 Northbound was shut down August 11 from Pont de Mouton to Gloria 

http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20100811/NEWS01/308110007/1002/Michigan-oil-spill-pipeline-not-allowed-to-restart
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20100811/NEWS01/308110007/1002/Michigan-oil-spill-pipeline-not-allowed-to-restart
http://www.wxvt.com/Global/story.asp?S=12956176
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/breaking/s_694458.html
http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?list=195065&id=495428
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Switch Road in Lafayette, Louisiana. A truck carrying a mixture of flammable liquids 
flipped at around 11 a.m., leaking its cargo onto Frontage road. State Police, Lafayette 
Sheriffs Deputies and Lafayette Police have I-49 blocked-off as Lafayette firefighters 
inspect and clean-up the spill. Haz-Mat crews were siphoning the chemicals from the 
overturned tanker to another. Police expect the interstate to remain closed into the early 
hours of the evening August 11, and I-49 will be reopened as soon as the tanker is 
removed. 
Source: http://www.katc.com/news/i-49-shut-down-due-to-overturned-tanker1/ 

9. August 10, Brownsville Herald – (Texas) Port evacuated after fuel tank fire. The 
north side of the Port of Brownsville in Texas was evacuated August 9 as fire crews 
spent more than an hour battling a fire in two 19-foot fuel storage tanks that contained 
fatty acid, the Brownsville fire chief said. The fire began at approximately 11 a.m. at 
the RTW Terminal, located off Chemical Road. RTW Terminals is a liquid bulk 
storage facility. More than 100 employees from various companies were evacuated as a 
safety precaution while port police, firefighters and U.S. Coast Guard responded to the 
fire. Authorities implemented a one-mile safety zone, keeping all incoming vessels out 
in the water until the fire was contained. One heavy rescue unit and over half a dozen 
fire engines were called to the scene in order to put out the fire. According to a press 
release from the U.S. Coast Guard, the fire began when a pump motor caught fire and 
melted the cargo tanks containing the fatty acid. Approximately 42,000 gallons of the 
oil leaked from the tankers but was contained by a berm. The spill was contained 
onshore, the release stated. Once fire crews determined the area was safe, the port was 
reopened. No injuries were reported. The causes and effects of the fire remain under 
investigation. 
Source: http://www.brownsvilleherald.com/news/fire-115268-port-contained.html 

For another story, see item 34  
 
[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

10. August 11, New Times SLO – (California) NRC listens to Mothers for Peace, for 
now. On August 4, the NRC’s Atomic Safety and Licensing Board agreed to hear four 
of the five contentions presented by an attorney for anti-nuke organization San Luis 
Obispo Mothers for Peace regarding Pacific Gas & Electric’s application to renew the 
two reactors of the Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant. The commission will hold 
separate hearings on each contention, during which the Mothers for Peace attorney will 
present evidence to support the organization’s claims. The commission and the group 
expect to schedule dates for the hearings in late August. The contentions accepted by 
the commission board include the group’s allegations PG&E has failed to safely 
manage the aging plant; that PG&E’s application lacks geological studies analyzing 
seismic risks to the plant, including the newly-discovered Shoreline Fault; an alleged 
failure to address airborne environmental impacts of spent fuel accidents; and that the 
application fails to adequately address measures to limit environmental impacts an 
attack on the plant could cause. 

http://www.katc.com/news/i-49-shut-down-due-to-overturned-tanker1/
http://www.brownsvilleherald.com/news/fire-115268-port-contained.html
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Source: http://www.newtimesslo.com/news/4822/nrc-listens-to-mothers-for-peace-for-
now/ 

11. August 11, Public Citizen – (Texas) Federal investigation of Texas’ radioactive 
waste dump urged. Environmental groups asked the NRC on August 12 and the EPA 
to investigate the radioactive waste storage and disposal programs administered by the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for the West Texas radioactive 
waste site owned by Waste Control Specialists (WCS). The groups say the TCEQ has 
failed to protect public health, safety and the environment by repeatedly and brazenly 
abusing its legal authority and disregarding warnings of its technical staff about the 
site’s hazards. Further, citizens have not had adequate opportunities to participate in the 
licensing processes. The groups are calling on the NRC to consider terminating or 
suspending the TCEQ’s authority to regulate the storage and disposal of low-level 
radioactive waste and radioactive byproducts in Texas. The groups also are asking the 
EPA to review the potential impact on the water supply and take action if necessary. 
The request was filed by Public Citizen and the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club. 
Source: http://www.citizen.org/pressroom/pressroomredirect.cfm?ID=3176 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

12. August 12, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review – (Pennsylvania) Farrell firm accidentally 
spills oil into Shenango River. Nearly 14,000 gallons of an oil-water mixture spilled 
from a Mercer County steel mill into the Shenango River, emergency officials said 
August 11. The Mercer County Emergency Management Coordinator said employees 
at the Duferco Farrell Corp. steel mill in Farrell, Pennsylvania contained most of the 
spill by placing cloth booms in the river. Duferco’s vice president of human relations 
said employees replaced a pump that sent lubricating oil from machinery to a recycling 
bin after it failed. Once the pump restarted the fluid — containing as much as 20 
percent oil — didn’t go into the recycling bin but into a drainage system and then into 
the river. As soon as employees spotted the oil in the river, they notified emergency 
officials and began containing the spill. Agencies including the state Department of 
Environmental Protection and Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, along with the 
federal Environmental Protection Agency, responded. Booms were laid along the 
Shenango to collect oil that had drifted about 5 miles downstream into Pulaski, 
Lawrence County. Some oil was on the river surface and some drifted onto the 
shoreline. Water was tested throughout the day at a river intake valve for a 
Pennsylvania Water Authority plant in Neshannock, Lawrence County, several miles 
south of Pulaski. No oil was found. 
Source: http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/breaking/s_694425.html 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

http://www.citizen.org/pressroom/pressroomredirect.cfm?ID=3176
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/breaking/s_694425.html
http://www.newtimesslo.com/news/4822/nrc-listens-to-mothers-for-peace-for-now/
http://www.newtimesslo.com/news/4822/nrc-listens-to-mothers-for-peace-for-now/
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13. August 11, Aviation Week – (National) Darpa to demonstrate unmanned 
CAS. Unmanned aircraft responding to calls for fire support from ground controllers, 
who directly command their sensors and weapons, could become reality if a Pentagon 
demonstration of advanced close air support technology is successful. The U.S. 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency’s Precision Close Air Support (PCAS) 
program aims to develop a kit that enables joint tactical air controllers to take command 
of sensors and weapons on manned and unmanned aircraft to increase the speed and 
accuracy of fire support for ground forces. With a wearable display, the controller 
would be able to use the aircraft’s sensors to improve situational awareness; visualize 
the effects before launching a weapon from the aircraft to assess likely damage; and 
monitor the weapon’s fly-out and send target updates via data link if needed. Compared 
with the voice communications now used, a direct digital link between controller and 
aircraft is expected to reduce response time to within 6 minutes from the current 30-60 
minutes to get a bomb on target from an aircraft orbiting within 30 nm. The “machine-
to-machine” link is also expected to reduce errors. Darpa plans a live-fire 
demonstration of PCAS at the end of Fiscal 2014 using a Fairchild A-10 modified for 
optionally manned operation. 
Source: 
http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_channel.jsp?channel=defense&id=new
s/awst/2010/08/09/AW_08_09_2010_p31-245695.xml 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

14. August 12, Watertown Daily Times – (New York) Potsdam bomb call shuts two bank 
sites. A bomb threat August 11 closed for several hours the Community Bank branches 
on Market Street and the drive-through on May Road in Potsdam, New York. The 
police chief said a man called the police station at 10:02 a.m. reporting the bomb threat. 
The call, which came up as a restricted number, lasted 21 seconds. “The man stated 
there’s a bomb in one of our banks,” the police chief said. “We asked him which one, 
and he clarified ‘one of your Community Banks.” The Market Street parking lot 
surrounding the bank was closed and a police car sat near the bank’s main entrance for 
several hours. An officer sitting in the police car was informing people of the 
emergency closing. Bank employees had evacuated the building, but the lights 
remained on inside. Employees at the Potsdam Insurance Agency and St. Lawrence 
County Probation Department office, in the same plaza at 70 Market St., also were 
evacuated. A state police K-9 unit searched each location and found no device. The 
Market Street location was reopened shortly before 2 p.m. 
Source: http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20100812/NEWS05/308129974 

15. August 12, BankInfoSecurity.com – (International) PCI Updates Unveiled. The long-
anticipated new version of the Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard includes 
no new requirements — just clarifications and new guidance on existing components. 
This is the headline news from the PCI Security Standards Council, which has just 
released a summary of the expected changes to PCI DSS and the Payment Application 
Data Security Standard. A more detailed summary of the proposed versions 2.0 of PCI 

http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_channel.jsp?channel=defense&id=news/awst/2010/08/09/AW_08_09_2010_p31-245695.xml
http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_channel.jsp?channel=defense&id=news/awst/2010/08/09/AW_08_09_2010_p31-245695.xml
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20100812/NEWS05/308129974
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DSS and PA DSS will be released in September, prior to the council’s community 
meetings. The final version of the amended standards is expected to be released on 
October 28, then go into effect on January 11, 2011. 
Source: http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2838 

16. August 11, AC-360/CNN – (National) FBI: ‘Grandad Bandit’ caught. A suspected 
serial bank robber dubbed the “granddad bandit” was arrested August 11 in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, authorities said. A FBI Special Agent told CNN the suspect, 53, was 
captured in the afternoon at his home. The FBI went to the residence to execute an 
arrest warrant when he retreated into the house. After 6 hours he came out and was 
placed under arrest. The supsect has been charged with one count of bank robbery and 
is being held pending an identity, detention and removal hearing. The “granddad 
bandit” was wanted for at least 25 bank heists in 13 states since 2008. He was given the 
name because he appeared elderly. In recent weeks, the FBI launched a billboard 
campaign featuring surveillance pictures of the granddad bandit in the hopes that he 
would be identified. 
Source: http://ac360.blogs.cnn.com/2010/08/11/fbi-grandad-bandit-caught/ 

17. August 11, Sun-Times Media Wire – (Illinois) Joliet bank robber claimed to have 
bomb. A man claiming to have a bomb robbed a bank in southwest suburban Joliet on 
the morning of August 11. The deputy police chief said it was just before 10 a.m. when 
the bandit walked into First Community Bank, 2801 Black Road, and approached a 
teller. “He gave the teller a note that said he had a bomb and demanded cash,” the 
deputy police chief said. “He then took the money and note and fled on foot.” No one 
was injured. 
Source: http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/metro/joliet-bank-robber-claimed-to-
have-bomb-20100811 

18. August 1, United Press International – (International) ‘Most Wanted’ cyber bandit 
nabbed in Nice. One of the world’s most notorious cyber-criminals has been arrested 
at an airport in France, authorities say. The 27 year old suspect was arrested at the Nice 
airport while waiting for a flight to Moscow where he lives, the Washington Post 
reported Thursday. The suspect was listed as one of the five most-wanted cyber-
criminals in the world and founder of the world’s most sophisticated Internet sites 
devoted to selling stolen credit card information, said an indictment unsealed 
Wednesday by the U.S. Secret Service and Justice Department. The suspect known as 
“BadB” in the Internet world, is part of a “network that has been repeatedly linked to 
nearly every major intrusion of financial information reported,” the Secret Service’s 
assistant director for investigations. The suspect was being held in France awaiting 
extradition, the paper reported. 
Source: http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2010/08/12/Most-Wanted-cyber-bandit-
nabbed-in-Nice/UPI-69431281614946/ 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2838
http://ac360.blogs.cnn.com/2010/08/11/fbi-grandad-bandit-caught/
http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/metro/joliet-bank-robber-claimed-to-have-bomb-20100811
http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/metro/joliet-bank-robber-claimed-to-have-bomb-20100811
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2010/08/12/Most-Wanted-cyber-bandit-nabbed-in-Nice/UPI-69431281614946/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2010/08/12/Most-Wanted-cyber-bandit-nabbed-in-Nice/UPI-69431281614946/
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19. August 12, Cape Cod Times – (Massachusetts) FAA investigating Logan incident. A 
JetBlue flight was forced to abort its takeoff from Logan International Airport Monday 
after a Cape Air plane apparently came too close to the runway while taxiing. The 
Federal Aviation Administration is investigating the incident, a spokeswoman said. The 
Cape Air plane was moving along the taxiways of the airport to get into position for its 
flight to Nantucket. Its route took it across a runway where the JetBlue flight was 
already preparing to depart, the spokeswoman said. Air traffic control told the Cape Air 
pilot to wait before crossing the runway, she said. The pilot brought the plane to a stop, 
but had crossed the “hold line,” the marking that indicates where aircraft are supposed 
to stop. “Cape Air did not encroach on the runway, but passed over the hold line,” the 
spokeswoman said. “Once he crosses over that hold line, that is a violation of our 
standards.” The Cape Air pilot seemed to be immediately aware that he had gone too 
far, according to air traffic control recordings. 
Source: 
http://news.bostonherald.com/news/regional/view/20100812faa_investigating_logan_in
cident_cape_air_plane_caused_jetblue_flight_to_abort_takeoff/srvc=home&position=r
ecent 

20. August 12, Wheeling Intelligencer – (West Virginia) Train yard fuel spill cleaned 
up. A diesel spill that dumped an estimated 1,500 gallons of fuel on a train yard after 
two rail cars collided has been contained and cleaned up, officials said. At about 9 p.m. 
August 10, emergency personnel received a report that two train cars had collided at the 
CSX rail yard, located in the Brooklyn section of New Martinsville. The accident 
occurred when a locomotive traveling north collided with a box car loaded with 
shredded paper. After impact, the train rolled on its side, causing its belly fuel tank to 
be ripped open and fuel to pour out. “We are lucky it wasn’t worse,” the fire chief said. 
“Those fuel tanks hold about 3,000 gallons of fuel and this one was full.” When the 
locomotive rolled, it was sitting about 2 feet off the ground which stopped some of the 
flow of the fuel. An outside contractor brought in to clean up the site estimated the spill 
to be about 1,500 gallons. The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 
was at the site Wednesday investigating the spill, but no formal report has been 
released. 
Source: http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/540677.html?nav=510 

21. August 12, Associated Press – (California) Amtrak train hits truck in Calif.; 20 
injured. Police say an Amtrak train hit a big-rig truck at a California crossing, sending 
20 people to hospitals for treatment for minor injuries. The southbound Amtrak train hit 
the truck in Kern County at around 3:55 p.m. August 6. Police say the truck driver 
walked away from the crash unhurt. Amtrak officials said the train was traveling from 
Oakland to Bakersfield with 219 passengers on board. Officials say it was going about 
79 mph when it hit the truck. The remaining passengers were transported by bus to the 
Bakersfield Amtrak station. Police say the signals and caution arms at the crossing 
were working properly at the time of the crash. 
Source: http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_15752902 

22. August 11, Long Island Press – (New York) Biden’s jet in minor incident at Long 
Island Airport. Air Force Two with the Vice President and his wife aboard were 

http://news.bostonherald.com/news/regional/view/20100812faa_investigating_logan_incident_cape_air_plane_caused_jetblue_flight_to_abort_takeoff/srvc=home&position=recent
http://news.bostonherald.com/news/regional/view/20100812faa_investigating_logan_incident_cape_air_plane_caused_jetblue_flight_to_abort_takeoff/srvc=home&position=recent
http://news.bostonherald.com/news/regional/view/20100812faa_investigating_logan_incident_cape_air_plane_caused_jetblue_flight_to_abort_takeoff/srvc=home&position=recent
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/540677.html?nav=510
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_15752902
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involved in a minor accident with no injuries at an airport in Westhampton Beach just 
prior to take off. An Air Force spokeswoman says that a small private plane was 
knocked over by the jet wash from the Vice President’s plane as it taxied to take off 
August 11 at Francis S. Gabreski Airport. The left wing of the parked Piper Cub was 
damaged but no one was on board. The estimated cost was not immediately known. 
The Vice President’s 757 took off with those aboard apparently unaware of what had 
happened. The Air Force and the 89th Airlift Wing are working with local airfield 
management to investigate the incident. 
Source: http://www.longislandpress.com/2010/08/11/air-force-two-in-minor-incident-
on-long-island/ 

23. August 11, Torrance Daily Breeze – (California) Delta jet returns to LAX after 
engine ingests bird during take-off. A Delta Air Lines jetliner circled back to Los 
Angeles International Airport when one of its engines ingested a bird during takeoff 
August 11, according to the Federal Aviation Administration. The bird was sucked into 
an engine on the right wing of Delta Flight 1806, a Boeing 757 jetliner, shortly after 
lifting off from LAX’s south airfield around 1:30 p.m., said an FAA spokesman. The 
plane, carrying 186 passengers bound for Detroit, turned around and safely landed at 
LAX just after 2 p.m. No injuries were reported. The FAA and Delta’s maintenance 
crew planned to inspect the plane. Affected passengers were placed on another plane.  
Source: http://www.dailybreeze.com/news/ci_15744606 

24. August 11, Associated Press – (Wyoming) Wyo., Feds investigate device found on I-
80. State and federal authorities are trying to figure out who put a device resembling a 
bomb under an overpass in southwestern Wyoming. The device was found August 10 
near Point of Rocks, shutting down Interstate 80 in both directions for less than an 
hour. It was removed and destroyed and officials say it doesn’t look like it contained 
any explosive material. The device was spotted by a passerby and appeared to have 
tape around it and a wire hanging from it. It was attached to one of the vertical I-beam 
steel girders on the eastbound side near the girder’s base. The investigation is being 
handled by the Wyoming Division of Criminal Investigation and the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 
Source: http://cbs4denver.com/wireapnewswy/State.feds.investigate.2.1853764.html 

25. August 11, KXAN 21 Austin – (Texas; International) Texas gov. warns of car bombs 
on border. In a letter delivered to the President August 9, the Texas governor wrote, 
“The Mexican cartels have recently added a new deadly weapon to their arsenal: 
Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive Devices (VBIED), which they use to attack their 
rivals and the police.” Citing car bomb examples from recent weeks just across the 
Texas-Mexican border in Juarez and Ciudad Victoria, the governor received no 
immediate answer from the President. The governor urged federal action before Texas 
communities suffer the same fate. In recent years, Mexican drug cartels have threatened 
the safety of people living in border towns. The governor requested 1,000 Title 32 
National Guard troops for Texas, in addition to other resources, and said 286 National 
Guard personnel along the 1,200 mile border were not enough. Federal drug 
enforcement agents have told Austin officials during the last year these Mexican cartels 
are recruiting local gang members to push their products north into the U.S. So far, they 

http://www.longislandpress.com/2010/08/11/air-force-two-in-minor-incident-on-long-island/
http://www.longislandpress.com/2010/08/11/air-force-two-in-minor-incident-on-long-island/
http://www.dailybreeze.com/news/ci_15744606
http://cbs4denver.com/wireapnewswy/State.feds.investigate.2.1853764.html
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have an increase in this practice in Austin, San Antonio and Houston. 
Source: http://www.kxan.com/dpp/news/national/south/texas-gov-warns-of-car-bombs-
on-border- 

For more stories, see items 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

26. August 12, Bloomberg – (International) U.S. exporters sell wheat to Canada as 
weather cuts crop. U.S. exporters have sold 275,000 metric tons of hard-red spring 
wheat to Canada as the world’s third-largest exporter copes with the after-effects of 
heavy rains. Canada’s harvest during the year that ends May 31 will be 20.5 million 
tons, unchanged from last month’s forecast and 23 percent less than last year, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture said August 12 in a report. Canadian exports are forecast at 
15.5 million tons, down 16 percent from last year, the USDA said. Excess rain in 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Alberta has hampered the Canadian crop while drought 
has stunted production in Russia and the European Union. “Extremely wet conditions 
in Canada, particularly during May and June, have had a significant impact” on 
production, the USDA said in a separate statement August 10.  
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-08-12/u-s-exporters-sell-wheat-to-
canada-as-weather-cuts-crop.html 

27. August 12, Rutland Herald – (Vermont) Popular tour shuttered over terrorism 
concerns. Maple syrup wholesaler Maple Grove Farms in St. Johnsbury, Vermont 
shuttered a factory tour as a result of “food-defense” concerns that have sprouted since 
the September 11th attacks. The federal government has not instituted a blanket 
prohibition on factory tours. But post-9/11 guidelines developed by DHS and FDA 
have shaped the voluntary food-safety standards that companies like Maple Grove must 
meet in order to sell their wares to major retailers. Those retailers, the general manager 
at Maple Grove Farms says, require a “Safety Quality Food” certification. The director 
of business operations for Safe Quality Food — the entity that created the standards — 
says two “food-defense” guidelines added since the September 11th attacks have 
affected factory tours. “The first is being able to restrict certain personnel to their 
production area, and the other is regarding a facilities’ ability to manage the coming 
and going of visitors to the facility,” he says. The Maple Grove manager says 
retrofitting the building to satisfy the standard would be too costly. Ben & Jerry’s must 
also adhere to strict food-safety standards, maintains sufficient distance between 
visitors and production lines at its Waterbury factory, according to a spokesperson 
there. The director emeritus of the National Center for Food Protection and Defense 

http://www.kxan.com/dpp/news/national/south/texas-gov-warns-of-car-bombs-on-border-
http://www.kxan.com/dpp/news/national/south/texas-gov-warns-of-car-bombs-on-border-
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-08-12/u-s-exporters-sell-wheat-to-canada-as-weather-cuts-crop.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-08-12/u-s-exporters-sell-wheat-to-canada-as-weather-cuts-crop.html


 - 11 - 

says his organization has conceived “a number of scenarios that would be absolutely 
catastrophic if certain select agents or toxins were introduced at vulnerable points 
during the food production supply chain.” 
Source: http://www.rutlandherald.com/article/20100812/NEWS03/708129930/-
1/RSS10 

28. August 12, Associated Press – (National) Fresh Express recalling some salad 
products. Fresh Express, of Salinas, California, on August 10 voluntarily recalled 
2,825 cases of its Veggie Lovers Salad because of a possible health risk from Listeria 
monocytogenes. The recalled salad mix has a product code of I208 and use-by date of 
August 10. The salad is being pulled from shelves after one package tested positive for 
the bacterium in a sample test conducted by the Ohio Department of Agriculture. No 
illnesses have been reported, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration said. The salad 
mix was distributed to 13 states with the potential for redistribution by customers to 
additional states. According to the FDA and Fresh Express, the product was distributed 
to Missouri, Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New York, Kansas, Kentucky, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The mix could then have 
been sent to Arkansas, Tennessee, West Virginia, Iowa, Minnesota, Virginia, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, Nebraska, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Mississippi and the District of 
Columbia. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5g7TGZ9XERdDzj8NJi2hRTuR
IxqUAD9HHOAL80 

29. August 12, Providence Journal – (National) Disease that rots shells threatens 
Northeast lobster industry. A disease that rots the shells of lobsters is threatening the 
Northeast’s $20-million lobster industry, scientists said August 11. The disease, 
decimating lobsters since the mid-1990s, could mean new regulations for fishermen 
already struggling with a bad economy, said the deputy chief of the state Department of 
Environmental Management’s Division of Fish and Wildlife. “Shell disease escalated 
in 1997, exploded rapidly, and shows no signs of abating,” he said. The disease affects 
about 30 percent of New England’s lobster population. Rhode Island fishermen have 
been hard hit. In 1999, the lobster industry generated $30 million and employed 425 
fishermen. Four years later, the industry produced $16.7 million and employed 279. 
Those numbers continue to fall. The disease’s cause and how it spreads remain a 
mystery. Epizootic shell disease was first noticed decades ago, when fishermen 
observed small black spots on lobster shells. The disease does not taint the meat of the 
lobsters. But it discolors and erodes the shells, making them less marketable. In 
extreme cases the shells rot away and the weakened lobsters are killed by secondary 
infection or other threats. Egg-carrying females are most susceptible to the disease. 
New bacteria might be the culprit, said some scientists. 
Source: http://www.projo.com/news/content/LOBSTER_SHELL_DISEASE_08-12-
10_8IJHABL_v9.2535284.html 

30. August 10, KWTX 10 Waco – (Texas) Quick-thinking employee averts industrial 
disaster. Emergency crews responded around 9:45 a.m. August 10 to the report of a 
hazardous material spill at the Coca-Cola Bottling Plant in Waco, Texas. Firefighters 

http://www.rutlandherald.com/article/20100812/NEWS03/708129930/-1/RSS10
http://www.rutlandherald.com/article/20100812/NEWS03/708129930/-1/RSS10
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5g7TGZ9XERdDzj8NJi2hRTuRIxqUAD9HHOAL80
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5g7TGZ9XERdDzj8NJi2hRTuRIxqUAD9HHOAL80
http://www.projo.com/news/content/LOBSTER_SHELL_DISEASE_08-12-10_8IJHABL_v9.2535284.html
http://www.projo.com/news/content/LOBSTER_SHELL_DISEASE_08-12-10_8IJHABL_v9.2535284.html
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say about 10 gallons of sulfuric acid spilled outside of the plant loading dock after a 
load of industrial-type batteries, used to operate motorized pallet jacks and forklifts, 
crashed to the ground. Waco Firefighters established command of the scene and 
requested EMS and HAZMAT crews while the plant manager evacuated the loading 
dock, isolated the spill area and shut down ventilation to the plant. A neutralizing agent 
was applied to the spill as HAZMAT crews worked to establish a cleanup plan. No 
injuries were reported in connection with the incident. 
Source: http://www.kwtx.com/news/headlines/100355504.html?ref=504 

For another story, see item 2  
 
[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

31. August 12, Des Moines Register – (Iowa) Part of I-35 open again as water recedes; 
Ames may lack water for a week. The worst flooding in Ames, Iowa history August 
11 forced hundreds from their homes and shut down the city’s supply of safe drinking 
water. The flooding followed three days of heavy rains that overwhelmed the Skunk 
River and Squaw Creek and sent water raging over their banks. On August 11, the city 
was forced to shut down its water system because of possible contamination after a 
large water main broke, draining a city water tower. City officials warned residents and 
businesses that still had service to not drink the water and also to avoid using it for 
cleaning, flushing and nearly all other household purposes. Restaurants were asked to 
close voluntarily or use bottled water for cooking and cleaning. The city’s water 
director said the water treatment and distribution system may not be back in service 
until August 17. 
Source: http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20100812/NEWS/8120359/-
1/ENT05/Flood-recedes-but-Ames-may-be-without-water-for-a-week 

32. August 12, Watertown Daily Times – (New York) Zebra mussels clog intake at 
Sackets water plant. The village of Sackets Harbor, New York is battling zebra 
mussels that are clogging the municipal water plant. “Last week we noticed a 
substantial change in our lower lift suction size. The pumps were actually starving for 
water,” said the Department of Works superintendent. “We thought it was a broken 
intake pipe or a problem with the structure out in the lake, so we decided to put a diver 
on the structure out there and he said there was buildup of zebra mussels.” He 
described the structure as an 8-by-8-foot concrete intake system with 4-by-6-foot 
screens covering three sides. A 3,800-foot pipe connects the intake to the water plant. 
He said water was entering the pipe through an 18-inch hole. “That was it,” he said. 
“The rest of it was completely blocked with zebra mussels.” A diver went out two years 
ago and saw no problem with the mussels. “They all came in the last two years, so this 
is something we’ll have to put a diver on every year,” he said. The mayor said he 
expects the village will budget the cost of a diver in the future, but with plans for a new 
plant in the works, he would like to see prevention come there. 
Source: http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20100812/NEWS03/308129976 

http://www.kwtx.com/news/headlines/100355504.html?ref=504
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20100812/NEWS/8120359/-1/ENT05/Flood-recedes-but-Ames-may-be-without-water-for-a-week
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20100812/NEWS/8120359/-1/ENT05/Flood-recedes-but-Ames-may-be-without-water-for-a-week
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20100812/NEWS03/308129976
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33. August 11, Palm Beach Daily News – (Florida) Arsenic, pesticides found at Phipps 
Ocean Park, roadside; extent of contamination to be determined. High 
concentrations of arsenic and dieldrin, a chlorinated pesticide, were discovered in soil 
and groundwater samples taken during the removal of a diesel fuel tank and 
underground waste-oil storage tanks at Phipps Ocean Park, Florida’s wastewater pump 
station. Removal could range from $500,000 to $600,000, the Public Works director 
told the Town Council on August 10. The fuel tank, used to operate an emergency 
generator, and the storage tanks were replaced as part of an improvement project. The 
council authorized a payment of $32,775 to Kimley-Horn and Associates. The 
engineering firm will assess the amount of contamination and craft a plan for 
remedying the problem. The council also set a preliminary project budget of $37,000. 
That budget will be covered by funds remaining in the fuel tank improvement project. 
Source: http://www.palmbeachdailynews.com/news/town-council/arsenic-pesticides-
found-at-phipps-ocean-park-roadside-851877.html 

34. August 11, Cleveland Daily Banner – (Tennessee) Chlorine release reported. A small 
amount of chlorine was released into the atmosphere in Charleston, Tennessee August 
11 when a housing cracked in the transfer plumbing at Cleveland Utilities Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. The director of Cleveland-Bradley County Emergency Management 
Agency said the release was minimal, estimated at 5 to 7 pounds. The incident occurred 
in the “chlorinator” room. Chlorine was released into the atmosphere through a 
ventilation fan in the room. The director cited no danger to the area as the small release 
dissipated quickly. Bradley County Fire Rescue officials, Bradley County Emergency 
Medical Service, and advisors from Olin were on hand at the scene while repairs were 
made and the system was recharged. 
Source: http://www.clevelandbanner.com/view/full_story/9083950/article-Chlorine-
release-reported?instance=latest_articles 

35. August 10, Associated Press – (Washington) Study finds chemicals in Washington 
water and fish. Widespread low levels of man-made chemicals used to produce 
nonstick cookware and breathable waterproof clothing have been detected in 
Washington water and fish, according to a Department of Ecology study released 
August 10. Ecology officials said the results confirm what they suspected about 
perfluorinated compounds, known as PFCs, and will help the state come up with a plan 
to reduce the toxic, persistent chemicals and their risk to residents. The effort is part of 
a larger initiative to reduce the amount of toxic threats in Washington. The state has 
already passed among the nation’s toughest laws for PBDEs, or polybrominated 
diphenyl ethers, flame retardants used in upholstered furniture and home electronics. 
State scientists found low levels of PFCs in water surface samples in lakes and rivers 
across Washington, even pristine areas, as well as in fish tissues and discharges from 
municipal wastewater treatment plants. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_wa_chemicals_study.html 

36. August 10, Port Chester Patch – (New York) Haz mat team responds to chlorine 
leak at Port Chester water source. A chlorine leak in the Rye Lake water pumping 
station was reported August 10. The leak was caused by a bad gasket in a connection 
pipe between a chlorine tank and the main water supply. An alarm inside the room 

http://www.palmbeachdailynews.com/news/town-council/arsenic-pesticides-found-at-phipps-ocean-park-roadside-851877.html
http://www.palmbeachdailynews.com/news/town-council/arsenic-pesticides-found-at-phipps-ocean-park-roadside-851877.html
http://www.clevelandbanner.com/view/full_story/9083950/article-Chlorine-release-reported?instance=latest_articles
http://www.clevelandbanner.com/view/full_story/9083950/article-Chlorine-release-reported?instance=latest_articles
http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_wa_chemicals_study.html
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alerted the Westchester Joint Water Works, which operates the pumping station. 
Employees at the water works then reported the leak to authorities. Responders from a 
hazardous materials team entered the room in air-tight suits to identify the leak. 
Workers closed off the leak and sent the chlorine through a vent system out of the 
building, and the building was secure and everything was back to normal by 9:30 a.m. 
No one was injured and the water supply was not affected. 
Source: http://portchester.patch.com/articles/haz-mat-team-responds-to-chlorine-leak-
at-port-chester-water-source 

For more stories, see items 2 and 12  
 
[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

37. August 11, Press Connects – (New York) 5 cases of whooping cough reported in 
Tioga County. Five cases of pertussis, commonly known as whooping cough, have 
been reported in Tioga County, according to county health department officials. 
“They’re mostly school-age children,” said the supervising public health nurse for the 
Tioga County Health Department. “They’re scattered. There’s no cluster.” The health 
department wants to get the word out before the school year begins, so residents can be 
aware and protect themselves. The situation isn’t unusual because children are together 
at pools and summer camps and can infect one another, the nurse said. “We had an 
outbreak in 2004 and 2005, and it started at almost the same time. So far, the disease 
hasn’t spread to neighboring Broome County, said a county Public Health Nurse. 
Health officials remind people to make sure they’re up-to-date with recommended 
vaccines. 
Source: 
http://www.pressconnects.com/article/20100811/NEWS01/8110418/5+cases+of+whoo
ping+cough+reported+in+Tioga+County 

38. August 10, Homeland Security Today – (National) Experts outline pandemic 
preparedness, response issues. The 18 leading experts on influenza, public health, and 
animal health who made up the Task Force on a One-Health Approach to Influenza 
recently published their recommendations for preparing and responding to an influenza 
pandemic or other emerging zoonotic diseases by using the recent H1N1 pandemic as a 
case study. Publishing their findings in the August 10 edition of Emerging Infectious 
Diseases, a journal of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the panel 
urged improving vaccines and enhancing capacity for vaccine product, expanding and 
improving surveillance of influenza viruses, improving early detection of flu in humans 
and animals, developing new tools to interrupt transmission, and applying new 
developments from the fields of molecular biology. “One of the largest gaps found in 
preparedness for [the] pandemic â�¦ was the inability of scientists to translate virus 
detection and characterization into effective vaccines in an efficient and timely 
manner,” the panel found, adding that “many of these issues similarly limit 
development of seasonal human and animal influenza vaccines.”  
Source: http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/14292/149/ 

http://portchester.patch.com/articles/haz-mat-team-responds-to-chlorine-leak-at-port-chester-water-source
http://portchester.patch.com/articles/haz-mat-team-responds-to-chlorine-leak-at-port-chester-water-source
http://www.pressconnects.com/article/20100811/NEWS01/8110418/5+cases+of+whooping+cough+reported+in+Tioga+County
http://www.pressconnects.com/article/20100811/NEWS01/8110418/5+cases+of+whooping+cough+reported+in+Tioga+County
http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/14292/149/
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[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

39. August 12, Associated Press – (Guam) Guam air base steps up security after bomb 
threat. A suspect is in custody following a bomb threat at Guam’s Andersen Air Force 
Base. The Air Force says the base stepped up security around 12:30 p.m. Thursday, but 
had returned to normal operations by 3 p.m. Explosive ordnance disposal experts 
investigated the threat before the all-clear was sounded. The Air Force says the 
response allowed base officials to isolate the incident and get the base back to normal 
status quickly. No other information on the incident was immediately available. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hykMCQdNkVzuwsuFmnp6gZ
9XDw9gD9HHU0681 

40. August 11, KOTV 6 Tulsa – (Oklahoma) Suspicious fire destroys building at Deep 
Fork wildlife refuge near Okmulgee. Federal investigators are looking into a 
suspicious fire that destroyed the initial construction work on a new office building at 
the Deep Fork National Wildlife Refuge near Okmulgee.  Officials say construction for 
the building, which was about 35 percent complete, began in June and was scheduled to 
be open to the public early next year. It is not clear yet if it is an arson case, but a 
reward is being offered for information in connection with the fire. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, in cooperation with the FBI, ATF, local fire department and other law 
enforcement agencies are cooperating in the investigation.  
Source: http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=12954824 

41. August 11, DarkReading – (Florida) Six Florida colleges victims of widespread data 
breach. Six colleges in Florida had their students’ and employees’ personal data 
exposed and, in some cases, accessed and posted online by outsiders when a library 
services firm serving the colleges inadvertently left the information in its database 
exposed for five days. Students, faculty, and employees at Broward College, Florida 
State College at Jacksonville, Northwest Florida State College, Pensacola State 
College, South Florida Community College, and Tallahassee Community College all 
are at risk of exposed personal data, according to The College Center for Library 
Automation (CCLA), which provides automated library services and electronic 
resources to Florida public colleges. As many as 126,000 individuals’ Social Security 
numbers and other personal information were accessed online by unauthorized people 
(PDF) after a software upgrade at the organization resulted in the database being left 
exposed. The breach reportedly was discovered after a student found his own SSN via a 
Google search in late June. Although the CCLA did not specify how the data was there, 
it appears that whoever accessed it was likely posting it in an effort to sell or abuse it, 
security experts say. 
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/database_security/security/attacks/showArticle.jhtml?artic
leID=226700062 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hykMCQdNkVzuwsuFmnp6gZ9XDw9gD9HHU0681
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hykMCQdNkVzuwsuFmnp6gZ9XDw9gD9HHU0681
http://www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=12954824
http://www.darkreading.com/database_security/security/attacks/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=226700062
http://www.darkreading.com/database_security/security/attacks/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=226700062
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42. August 11, We Love DC – (District of Columbia) EEOB evacuated briefly due to 
suspicious package. Numerous reports on Twitter, and word from DC Fire & EMS, 
show that the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on 17th Street just south of 
Pennsylvania Ave NW is being evaucated due to a suspicious package referred to by 
DC Fire & EMS as “haz mat unknown substance,” on the morning of August 11. The 
All-clear was given just after 8:20 this morning. This is the third suspicious package in 
a prominent location in as many days, with suspicious packages shutting down 13th & 
New York Avenue on Tuesday and K & I streets between 7th & 9th streets on August 
9. 
Source: http://www.welovedc.com/2010/08/11/eeob-evacuated-briefly-due-to-
suspicious-package/ 

43. August 10, Cleveland Plain Dealer – (Ohio) Notre Dame College in South Euclid to 
host emergency drill Thursday. Notre Dame College, 4545 College Road, will 
conduct a training drill simulating a bomb and explosive threat to the college and 
surrounding neighborhoods beginning at 9 a.m. Thursday. During the course of the drill 
there will be members of bomb squads, bomb-sniffing K-9 teams, and various other 
public safety vehicles on and around campus. “Bombs,” “explosives,” and other key 
items associated with a real bomb threat to Notre Dame College will be mentioned 
during the drill. But, it is being emphasized, that regardless of the actions performed by 
safety officials, there is no threat or danger to the college or the surrounding area. In 
order to continue maintaining a high level of safety and security, Notre Dame College 
periodically conducts training exercises on campus for various activities. The drills 
allow the college to continuously provide the best safety practices and procedures to 
students, faculty, staff and neighbors. 
Source: 
http://blog.cleveland.com/sunmessenger/2010/08/notre_dame_college_in_south_eu_5.h
tml 

For another story, see item 22  
 
[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

44. August 12, CNN – (Alaska) Rescuers reach 12 people trapped on Alaskan 
glacier. Rescuers August 11 reached a group of 12 people who had become trapped on 
an Alaskan glacier following the crash of a sightseeing plane three days earlier, 
authorities said. Some of those trapped included other rescue personnel who had been 
dispatched to reach the group after the August 8 crash, according to a spokesperson for 
the Alaska National Guard. The sightseeing plane was carrying a family of four plus 
the pilot when it crashed on Knik Glacier. The crash victims were OK physically, but 
poor weather conditions hampered efforts to evacuate them. Four rescue personnel 
reached the area earlier in the week to provide supplies and stayed with the group. Then 
on August 10, three guardsmen became trapped on the glacier following an accident 
involving their Blackhawk helicopter. The Alaska National Guard reached the group at 
12:30 p.m. and was able to land before transferring the group to a lower location to be 

http://www.welovedc.com/2010/08/11/eeob-evacuated-briefly-due-to-suspicious-package/
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rescued. Two people were taken to the hospital for observation. 
Source: http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2010/08/12/rescuers-reach-12-people-trapped-on-
alaskan-glacier/ 

45. August 11, Arizona Daily Sun – (Arizona) Tuba City fire station set ablaze. An ex-
volunteer for the Navajo Nation Fire Department in Tuba City was federally charged 
Tuesday with setting fire to the station while firefighters were on a call last week. 
According to information from the U.S. Attorney, the suspect, no age listed, of Tuba 
City, is charged with one count of willfully and maliciously setting fire to the station. 
The case began when a passerby noticed the station on fire in the early morning hours 
Thursday, according to a statement of probable cause submitted by an agent with the 
U.S. Department of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. “The firefighters on 
duty were not in the station because they were responding to a call,” stated the agent. 
Source: http://www.azdailysun.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_4c08c24f-
cf7f-5a9c-b2e7-f2728c84c3bf.html 

46. August 10, Detroit Free Press – (Michigan) Prank call fail: Detroit man accused of 
leading Coast Guard on 8-hour, $53k helicopter search. A Detroit resident allegedly 
called the U.S. Coast Guard on March 11 and told them his boat had capsized in Lake 
Erie. Responding to the distress call, the Coast Guard launched a 8-hour, 93-mile 
helicopter search along the shoreline at an estimated cost of $53,000. Unfortunately, 
authorities now believe they were duped by the 32-year-old, telling the Detroit Free 
Press that the resident made several prank calls on a borrowed cell phone that night to 
cab companies, a poison control center and a crisis hot line. The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
Eastern District of Michigan on Monday announced they have charged him with 
communicating a false distress message. If convicted, he could face up to six-years in 
prison, a $250,000 fine and liability for the full cost of the Coast Guard operation. 
Source: 
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2010/08/a_53000_prank_call_detroit_ma
n.html 

47. August 9, San Jose Mercury News – (California) Palo Alto to fuse emergency alert 
system with county. Palo Alto will combine its emergency notification system with 
Santa Clara County’s next month, a move that will allow officials to reach more 
residents in a disaster and save the city $125,000 over the next two years. “For the most 
part, it should be a seamless transition for the citizens,” said the director of technical 
services for the Palo Alto Police Department. In 2007, Palo Alto contracted with 
Blackboard Connect to launch its Community Alert and Notification System, known as 
CANS. Through the system, city officials can quickly spread time-sensitive 
information about crime, disasters, power outages and other emergencies or events. 
Residents can be alerted by e-mail or text messages, or by phone calls to land lines and 
cell phones. Santa Clara County has since contracted with Blackboard Connect and can 
provide the service to all its cities. The police official said the decision to merge CANS 
with the county’s program, AlertSCC, followed “considerable discussion” with the 
county and the vendor. One advantage of the merger is that Palo Alto should be able to 
save $62,500 in each of the next two years by dropping its maintenance contract with 
Blackboard Connect, the police official said. Another advantage is that it will enable 

http://www.azdailysun.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_4c08c24f-cf7f-5a9c-b2e7-f2728c84c3bf.html
http://www.azdailysun.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_4c08c24f-cf7f-5a9c-b2e7-f2728c84c3bf.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2010/08/a_53000_prank_call_detroit_man.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2010/08/a_53000_prank_call_detroit_man.html
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2010/08/12/rescuers-reach-12-people-trapped-on-alaskan-glacier/
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2010/08/12/rescuers-reach-12-people-trapped-on-alaskan-glacier/
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the city to reach more residents. The police official said the county’s program has 
access to all land lines in the city, not just those that are published.  
Source: http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_15725615?nclick_check=1 

For another story, see item 58  
 
[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

48. August 12, BBC – (International) Apple issues fixes for ‘drive-by’ attacks. Apple has 
fixed a security hole used to get around restrictions on what applications can run on 
iPhones, iPads, and the iPod Touch. The popular JailbreakMe application used the 
vulnerability to unlock these devices and run non-approved apps. The bug stemmed 
from the way Apple’s mobile Safari browser handled PDF document files. But security 
experts warned that it also left users vulnerable to potential attack via booby-trapped 
websites. The risk to owners was theoretical as no criminals were thought to have 
exploited it. However it was widely used to run applications, utilities and other add-ons 
that were not approved by Apple. The company keeps tight control on the apps 
available via its store and many people turn to alternatives, such as Cydia, for unofficial 
apps. The loophole was first used for the widely-known JailbreakMe program that let 
owners visit a specially crafted webpage to trigger the unlocking process.  
Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-10950967 

49. August 12, Computerworld – (International) ‘Dangerous’ iPhone exploit code goes 
public. Minutes after Apple issued a security update August 11, the maker of a 10-day-
old jailbreak exploit released code that others could put to use hijacking iPhones, iPod 
Touches and iPads. “Comex,” the developer of JailbreakMe 2.0, posted source code for 
the hacks that leverages two vulnerabilities in iOS and allows iPhone owners to install 
unauthorized apps. Apple patched the bugs earlier August 11. The exploits that comex 
used to jailbreak the iOS could be used for other purposes, including delivering 
malicious payloads to grab control of iPhones, iPads and iPod Touches. All that would 
be necessary is for hackers to dupe users into visiting a malicious Web site or 
persuading them to click on a link in an e-mail or text message. “Impressive. And 
dangerous,” is how the chief research officer at antivirus company F-Secure described 
the exploit code on Twitter early August 12. It may not be long before comex’s work is 
turned into a weapon for attacks that gain “root” access, or complete control, of 
iPhones and iPads. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180601/_Dangerous_iPhone_exploit_code_g
oes_public 

50. August 11, The Register – (International) Facebook bug spills name and pic for all 
500 million users. A bug in Facebook’s login system allows attackers to match 
unknown email addresses with users’ first and last names, even when they’ve 
configured their accounts to make that information private. The information leak can be 
exploited by social-engineering scammers, phishers, or anyone who has ever been 

http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_15725615?nclick_check=1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-10950967
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180601/_Dangerous_iPhone_exploit_code_goes_public
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180601/_Dangerous_iPhone_exploit_code_goes_public
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curious about the person behind an anonymous email message. If the address belongs 
to any one of the 500 million active users on Facebook, the social-networking site will 
return the full name and picture associated with the account. “Facebook users have no 
control over this, as this works even when you have set all privacy settings properly,” a 
researcher of Secfence Technologies wrote August 11 on the Full-disclosure security 
listserve. “Harvesting this data is very easy, as it can be easily bypassed by using a 
bunch of proxies,” he said. Exploiting the vulnerability is as easy as entering the email 
address into the Facebook sign-on page, typing a random password and hitting enter. 
To streamline the attack, the researcher has written a PHP script that works with large 
lists of email addresses. At 8 pm August 11 Pacific Time, the exploit no longer worked. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/11/facebook_name_extraction_bug/ 

51. August 11, SC Magazine – (International) 80 million websites could be compromised 
due to a flaw in Adobe ColdFusion. As many as 80 million websites could easily be 
compromised due to a flaw in Adobe’s ColdFusion programming language. Users of 
Adobe’s ColdFusion programming language are at risk of losing control of their 
applications and websites, according to penetration testing company ProCheckUp. It 
said that it was able to access every file from a server running ColdFusion and harvest 
usernames and passwords. It said that this was completed through a directory traversal 
and file retrieval flaw found within ColdFusion administrator. A competent attacker 
would be able to steal files from the server and gain access to secure areas and 
eventually modify content or shut down the website or application, according to the 
company. The co-founder of ProCheckUp claimed that a standard web browser was 
used to carry out the attack and knowledge of the admin password is not needed.  
Source: http://www.scmagazineuk.com/80-million-websites-could-be-compromised-
due-to-a-flaw-in-adobe-coldfusion/article/176750/ 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  

 
[Return to top]  

Communications Sector 

52. August 12, WEAU 13 Eau Claire – (Wisconsin) Fire crews respond to transmitter 
building fire. Fire crews responded late August 11 to a fire at the WJMC radio 
transmitter building in the town of Oak Grove, Wisconsin. The Rice Lake Fire 
Department says they were called around 8 p.m. about a structure fire by a radio tower 
at 2874 20th St. They say the building was fully involved and had a partial roof 
collapse and a generator was on fire near the building. Fire fighters put out the fire by 
about 8:30 p.m. They say the fire appears to have started in the generator and then 
spread to the roof. They say the property is owned by the Koser radio network. No one 
was hurt during the fire. The Rice Lake Fire Department estimates about $250,000 in 

http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/11/facebook_name_extraction_bug/
http://www.scmagazineuk.com/80-million-websites-could-be-compromised-due-to-a-flaw-in-adobe-coldfusion/article/176750/
http://www.scmagazineuk.com/80-million-websites-could-be-compromised-due-to-a-flaw-in-adobe-coldfusion/article/176750/
mailto:sos@us-cert.gov
http://www.us-cert.gov/
https://www.it-isac.org/
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damages for the building, contents, and generator. 
Source: http://www.weau.com/news/headlines/100512184.html 

53. August 11, Panama City News Herald – (Florida) Local AT&T service fixed after 
outage. AT&T has repaired a problem that temporarily cut off communications August 
10 while a contractor was working on installing cable lines. The problem resulted from 
a minor accident during some construction work at Balboa Ave and 11th Street at 3 
p.m. According to an AT&T spokeswoman for the Gulf region, the issue only took a 
few hours to resolve. Among those affected were the Bay District Schools 
administrative offices. In addition to AT&T, T-Mobile and Sprint customers 
experienced cell phone connection errors starting at around the same time. It is unclear 
whether these errors were directly related to the cut cable, but coverage for some 
returned at about the same time as the coverage for AT&T customers. 
Source: http://www.newsherald.com/news/local-86067--.html 

54. August 10, The Register – (International) Germany bans BlackBerrys and iPhones 
on snooping fears. The German government has advised ministers not to use 
BlackBerry and iPhone devices due to “a dramatic increase of attacks against” its 
networks. A general ban on the use of smartphones in certain German ministries is also 
being considered, the Federal Interior Minister confirmed August 9 to the country’s 
business daily newspaper Handelsblatt. He said that ministers and senior civil servants 
had been told to instead use Simko2 gadgets offered by T-Systems, following advice 
from the German federal office for information security (BSI). Berlin expressed 
concern that data for the BlackBerry smartphone passes through two Research in 
Motion centers in the UK and Canada. He added that there was a possible risk of 
“political IT attacks” from organized crime and foreign intelligence agencies and said 
that such harm to the government could increase with the use of the BlackBerry and 
other smartphones. His comments came after Canada-based RIM was forced to shift 
servers to Saudi Arabia after that country briefly banned use of the BlackBerry. 
Government officials in the United Arab Emirates also threatened to restrict the 
BlackBerry service. 
Source: 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/10/german_government_mulls_blackberry_iphon
e_ban/ 

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

55. August 11, Sun Times Media Network – (Illinois) Police comb videos for clues to fire 
at Wal-Mart. Police are reviewing a video recordings of the area inside a Wal-Mart 
store at Fountain Square in Waukegan, Illinois where a fire was started with an 
incendiary device August 9, authorities said. The fire started in an area that had purses 
and backpacks and was put out quickly with five fire extinguishers. A hovercraft from 
the Fox Lake Fire Department was used to clear the building of smoke. One employee 
was treated for a heat-related illness after being evacuated. Losses from the fire are 
expected to total $250,000 to $1 million. Investigators have nothing more to report at 

http://www.newsherald.com/news/local-86067--.html
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/10/german_government_mulls_blackberry_iphone_ban/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/10/german_government_mulls_blackberry_iphone_ban/
http://www.weau.com/news/headlines/100512184.html
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this time. 
Source: 
http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/newssun/news/2586030,5_1_WA11_FIREFOL
O_S1-100811.article 

56. August 11, Denver Post – (Colorado) Fort Collins warehouse fire causes $1 million 
in damage. A fire August 9 at a longtime Fort Collins, Colorado business caused more 
than $1 million in damage. Crews worked through the night to snuff out the stubborn 
fire in the 75-foot by 200-foot shop and storage building at Forney Industries. The U.S. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is among the agencies 
investigating the cause of the fire. The fire began about 5:15 p.m., and about about 
three hours later an “emergency notification” was telephoned to nearby residents about 
the “potentially dangerous smoke that started to blanket the surrounding 
neighborhoods.” August 11, a fire department hazardous materials team, along with 
county and state health officials, tested the smoke using remote and hand-held monitors 
and determined there was no health risk, other than to those with pre-existing 
sensitivities to smoke. 
Source: http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_15741567 

57. August 11, Homeland Security NewsWire – (International) India equipped to protect 
the October Commonwealth Games against WMD attacks. Indian security agencies 
say they are equipped to face chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) 
terrorist threats during the Commonwealth Games begin in October. Intelligence 
agencies have been working on the possibility of attacks from Kashmiri groups like the 
Hizbul Mujahidden, the Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), the Taliban from 
Pakistan or Afghanistan, and Al Qaeda; militant outfits of various other ideological 
hues are also on the police radar. 
Source: http://homelandsecuritynewswire.com/india-equipped-protect-october-
commonwealth-games-against-wmd-attacks 

58. August 11, KVOA 4 Tucson – (Arizona) Full scale terrorism drill today at Old 
Tucson Studios. On August 11 Old Tucson Studios will hosted a full scale terrorist 
response exercise for emergency responders in Pima County. The primary focus of this 
exercise was to prepare Pima County emergency responders to effectively respond to a 
terrorist event in the State of Arizona. The exercise also focused on local emergency 
responder coordination, critical decisions and integration of the State and Federal assets 
necessary to save lives and protect the public following a significant incident in the 
state. The exercise scenario simulated an explosion resulting in hazardous materials 
release, explosive ordinance disposal and rescue operations of civilian casualties. 
Agencies and organizations that participated in the exercise included the Tucson Fire 
Department, Northwest Fire District, Tucson Police Department, Pima County Sheriff’s 
Office, Pima County Office of Emergency Management Homeland Security, Federal 
Bureau of Investigations, Drexel Heights Fire Department, Arizona Army National 
Guard, U. S. Border Patrol, PHI Air Medical and Old Tucson Studios. 
Source: http://www.kvoa.com/news/full-scale-terrorism-drill-today-at-old-tucson-
studios/ 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_15741567
http://homelandsecuritynewswire.com/india-equipped-protect-october-commonwealth-games-against-wmd-attacks
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National Monuments and Icons Sector 

59. August 12, Associated Press – (Washington) Drug agents seize 1,300 pot plants from 
WA forest. Drug officers on August 11 removed about 1,300 marijuana plants found in 
an outdoor grow operation in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest of southwest 
Washington. A spokesman for the Clark-Skamania Drug Task Force says the street 
value of the plants in a cultivated state is estimated at $1.5 million. Two White Salmon 
men were arrested August 10 at the grow site for investigation of manufacture of 
marijuana with intent to deliver. The investigation began with a tip from the public. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_wa_forest_pot_grow.html 

60. August 11, KVAL 13 Eugene – (Idaho) Lightning sparks 14 new fires on Boise 
National Forest. Idaho firefighters are responding to 14 new lightning-caused fires on 
the Boise National Forest while monitoring the two-week old Little Beaver wildfire 
complex. The Little Beaver fire is 16 percent contained but did not grow much August 
10 or overnight. The fire remains at an estimated 4,053 acres. The lightning-caused fire 
started 15 days ago. There are 240 people assigned to the fire, which has an estimated 
containment date of October 1. Fire managers said the Little Beaver fire has slowed as 
wetter and cooler weather moved through the area. Thunderstorms dropped about 
3/10ths of an inch in the fire area August 10. The Little Beaver fire is actually a 
complex of fires being managed together. The Little Beaver Fire, Bernard Lake Fire 
and Bernard Mountain Fire merged August 3. 
Source: http://www.kval.com/outdoors/news/100452344.html 
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Dams Sector 

61. August 11, Portland Oregonian – (Oregon) Gold Ray Dam workers trapped by 
breached cofferdam. Workers trying to breach Gold Ray Dam, on the Rogue River 
near Medford, ran into problems on August 11 when a few of them were trapped with 
their equipment on the remains of a cofferdam accidentally breached by the river. Gold 
Ray Dam is the last major obstruction to salmon and steelhead from the Pacific Ocean 
to Lost Creek Dam and is slated for removal in the next few weeks. A sequence of 
photos on http://www.ifish.net/board/showthread.php?t=318598 shows the breach, 
before, during, and after.  
Source: 
http://www.oregonlive.com/sports/oregonian/bill_monroe/index.ssf/2010/08/gold_ray_
dam_workers_trapped_b.html 

[Return to top]  
 
 
 
 

http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_wa_forest_pot_grow.html
http://www.kval.com/outdoors/news/100452344.html
http://www.ifish.net/board/showthread.php?t=318598
http://www.oregonlive.com/sports/oregonian/bill_monroe/index.ssf/2010/08/gold_ray_dam_workers_trapped_b.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/sports/oregonian/bill_monroe/index.ssf/2010/08/gold_ray_dam_workers_trapped_b.html


 - 23 - 

 
DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report Contact Information  

 
About the reports - The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is a daily [Monday through Friday] 
summary of open-source published information concerning significant critical infrastructure issues. The DHS Daily 
Open Source Infrastructure Report is archived for ten days on the Department of Homeland Security Web site: 
http://www.dhs.gov/iaipdailyreport 

Contact Information 
Content and Suggestions: Send mail to cikr.productfeedback@hq.dhs.gov or contact the DHS 

Daily Report Team at 703-872-2267  

Subscribe to the Distribution List: Visit the DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report and follow 
instructions to Get e-mail updates when this information changes.  

Removal from Distribution List: Send mail to support@govdelivery.com.  

Contact DHS 
To report physical infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact the National Infrastructure 
Coordinating Center at nicc@dhs.gov or (202) 282-9201.  
To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at soc@us-cert.gov or vis
their Web page at www.us-cert.gov. 

Department of Homeland Security Disclaimer 
The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is a non-commercial publication intended to educate and inform 
personnel engaged in infrastructure protection. Further reproduction or redistribution is subject to original copyright 
restrictions. DHS provides no warranty of ownership of the copyright, or accuracy with respect to the original source 
material.  
 

it 

 

http://www.dhs.gov/iaipdailyreport
mailto:cikr.productfeedback@hq.dhs.gov
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
mailto:nicc@dhs.gov
mailto:soc@us-cert.gov
http://www.us-cert.gov/

