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Top Stories 

• Reuters reports that with temperatures soaring around the 100-degree F mark this week 
across the U.S. Southeast, the Tennessee Valley Authority and local power companies 
Monday urged customers to conserve electricity to help maintain grid reliability. (See item 
1) 

• The Columbia Basin Herald reports that a car was damaged by a bomb the night of August 
7 while parked at Lamb Weston/BSW, a potato processing plant, in Warden, Washington. 
ATF is assisting in the investigation. (See item 30) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. August 10, Reuters – (National) TVA urges power conservation due to heat 
wave. With temperatures soaring around the 100-degree F mark this week across the 
U.S. Southeast, the Tennessee Valley Authority and local power companies August 9 
urged customers to conserve electricity to help maintain grid reliability and save 
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money. The above normal temperatures have kept at least one of TVA’s power plant’s, 
the 3,274-megawatt Browns Ferry nuclear plant in Alabama, operating at reduced 
power or shut for several days since mid July due to high water temperatures in the 
Tennessee River, which the plant uses for cooling. TVA customers used more than 
31,700 MW on August 4. The system’s all-time record is 33,482 megawatts set on 
August 16, 2007. The Electric Reliability Council of Texas set a new demand record on 
August 4 of 63,594 MW, exceeding the previous record of 63,400 MW on July 13, 
2009. Extreme temperatures and high humidity across Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas 
also sent electric usage in American Electric Power Co Inc’s Southwestern Electric 
Power Co to a new all-time high level. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSN1012055820100810 

2. August 10, Associated Press – (Texas) Texas AG: BP refinery emitted toxic 
chemicals. BP illegally emitted nearly 500,000 pounds of toxic air pollutants at its 
Texas City refinery during a 41-day period this spring, the state attorney general 
contends in a lawsuit. According to the lawsuit filed August 9 in state district court in 
Austin, BP’s poor operation and maintenance for those days in April and May were the 
primary cause of the toxic emissions of cancer-causing benzene, carbon monoxide and 
nitrogen oxides. BP could be fined up to $25,000 per day for each violation. The week 
of August 2, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality released a report finding 
that BP’s multiple violations are “egregious” and the company has a poor compliance 
history. According to findings, the emissions stem from an equipment malfunction on 
April 6 in the refinery’s ultracracker unit, which helps convert petroleum products 
similar to diesel fuel into high-octane gasoline. The TCEQ has reported five other 
problems in the same unit within the last year. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9HGL4UG0.htm 

3. August 9, Associated Press – (Maryland) O’Malley calls for review of power outages 
in Md. The governor of Maryland is calling on state regulators to investigate Pepco’s 
handling of power outages that affected more than 300,000 customers late last month, 
and the head of the Maryland Public Service Commission said August 9 the panel will 
respond to the governor soon. The July 25 thunderstorm downed major power lines, 
broke electric poles, and damaged numerous transformers. Power outages lasted for up 
to five days for some Pepco customers. The governor wrote in a letter August 6 to the 
PSC chairman that Pepco also failed to communicate effectively with its customers 
during the outage period. He also said Pepco’s Web site failed to provide accurate 
information at times, and its call centers were unable to handle the volume of calls it 
received. Pepco is compiling a report on the outages caused by the thunderstorm. It is 
due later this month.  
Source: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jFQPGlJkU-
fHwZzyc5bq9NacrVOgD9HG5UGG4 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9HGL4UG0.htm
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jFQPGlJkU-fHwZzyc5bq9NacrVOgD9HG5UGG4
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http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSN1012055820100810
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4. August 9, Associated Press – (Kansas) Hazmat crews summoned as hot weather 
leads to chemical spill at Wichita plant. Authorities in Wichita, Kansas, blame the 
hot weather for a chemical spill involving a substance used to make fake fingernails. 
Hazmat crews responded mid-morning August 9 after the chemical, called methyl 
methacrylate, expanded in the heat and burst out of a barrel. KSNW-TV reports one 
firefighter was injured when he slipped and fell into the chemical after being detoxed. 
Sedgwick County health officials were monitoring the air quality, and nearby 
businesses were told to shut off their air conditioning and keep windows closed. The 
County Fire Department division chief says methyl methacrylate is heat-sensitive. It is 
normally a liquid but hardens into a gelatin-like material at high temperatures. About 
100 gallons of the chemical spilled. 
Source: http://www.fox4kc.com/news/sns-ap-ks--wichita-
chemicalspill,0,7310434.story 

5. August 8, Environment News Service – (Florida) Florida fertilizer plant fined 
$700,000 in Hazwaste case. Florida fertilizer manufacturer CF Industries will spend 
$12 million to reduce and manage hazardous wastes from its Plant City phosphoric acid 
and ammoniated fertilizer manufacturing facility. The settlement, reached August 6, 
resolves CF Industries’ violations of the federal law governing hazardous waste, the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, RCRA, according to the Justice Department 
and Environmental Protection Agency. The company will pay a civil penalty of 
$701,500, accelerate $55 million of funding for future closure, maintenance and 
monitoring activities, and provide $163.5 million in financial assurances to guarantee 
appropriate closure and long-term care of the facility. CF Industries operates a 400-acre 
phosphogypsum stack and associated ponds for storing mineral processing wastes from 
its phosphoric acid production operations in Plant City. Between December 2004 and 
January 2005, inspectors from the EPA and the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection discovered that CF Industries was treating, storing and disposing of 
hazardous wastes in the stack and ponds without a permit and was failing to meet land 
disposal restrictions required under RCRA. 
Source: http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/aug2010/2010-08-09-091.html 

[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

6. August 10, WYFF 4 Greenville – (South Carolina) Nuke plant employees face firing 
for weapons violations. Two employees at South Carolina nuclear power plant could 
be fired for bringing a weapon to work, an official confirmed August 4. Oconee 
Nuclear Station security officers found the weapons on two employees over the past 
couple of weeks as they entered the Duke Energy plant, a company representative said. 
The discoveries were not believed to be related. The spokeswoman said she did not 
know what type of weapons were found. Duke Energy officials are interviewing the 
workers who broke company rules, she said. She also said a report was sent to the 
NRC, but declined to give details, calling it a security matter. 
Source: http://www.wyff4.com/news/24575104/detail.html 

http://www.fox4kc.com/news/sns-ap-ks--wichita-chemicalspill,0,7310434.story
http://www.fox4kc.com/news/sns-ap-ks--wichita-chemicalspill,0,7310434.story
http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/aug2010/2010-08-09-091.html
http://www.wyff4.com/news/24575104/detail.html
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7. August 10, Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star – (Virginia) Faulty valve causes North 
Anna leak. A faulty valve in a coolant system component resulted in a leak at North 
Anna Power Station, according to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. The leak 
August 5 was noted as an “unusual event” in an NRC report August 6. A spokesman 
for Dominion power’s nuclear operations, said August 9 that maintenance work on a 
valve caused the leak. The water was contained in a backup system. The primary 
system allows the addition of chemicals to water that filters the reactor coolant system. 
Water drawn from Lake Anna is used to cool the station’s two reactors. “The valve 
failed in a position directing the flow of water into another system that is designed to 
hold the leakage,” the spokesman said. Since the flow exceeded 75 gallons per minute, 
it was above the 25-gallon limit for the equipment, resulting in the incident being 
classified by the NRC as an unusual event. The spokesman said all the water remained 
inside the piping system. “Within six minutes, the valve was isolated and the leak was 
stopped.” He said the valve was repaired, tested and returned to service. North Anna’s 
Unit 1 reactor remained at full power during the event and local, state and federal 
agencies were notified. 
Source: http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2010/082010/08102010/567428 

8. August 10, Pottstown Mercury News – (Pennsylvania) New emergency sirens to be 
tested throughout area. Exelon Nuclear will begin the testing of new sirens that have 
been installed over the past few months. The tests are part of a larger project to replace 
all 165 emergency sirens in the 10 miles around Limerick Generating Station with 
sirens that include battery back-up. The first phase of the project began in September 
2009. The testing is scheduled to begin this week with the sirens located in Chester 
County. Testing will continue in September with the sirens in Montgomery County and 
conclude in October with the sirens in Berks County. The individual siren tests may be 
performed daily from the respective county start date until the end of November 2010. 
The typical duration of the testing will be between 15 to 30 seconds and could occur 
several times in a row. Occasionally, siren activation may last the full three minutes. 
The siren acoustics will be similar to those of current emergency sirens. 
Source: 
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2010/08/10/news/srv0000009055313.txt 

9. August 10, Brattleboro Reformer – (Vermont) NRC says VY temps within 
limits. Anti-nuclear activists were denied a petition by the NRC’s Petition Review 
Board August 6. In a June 7 letter addressed to the executive director for operations at 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission consultants for the New England Coalition 
requested that the commission lower the limit of the peak fuel cladding temperature at 
the Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant in Vernon. Zirconium alloys used in Vermont 
Yankee’s cladding are designed to contain the plant’s reactor fuel, consisting of 
uranium dioxide ceramic pellets, one of the consultants said. “Everything about nuclear 
safety has to do with containing those pellets,” he said. “The cladding has to retain its 
integrity to ensure fission products, like strontium-90, never get into the environment.” 
The fuel cladding temperature set by the NRC, 2,200 degrees, is far too high to ensure 
the public safety, according to the consultants. One consultant told the NRC that 
lowering the temperatures could help ensure an accident similar to the partial core 
meltdown at Three Mile Island in March 1979 would not occur again. Experiments and 

http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2010/082010/08102010/567428
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2010/08/10/news/srv0000009055313.txt
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studies conducted in Germany have shown that rapid oxidation, an exothermic reaction 
where the reaction is self sustaining and generates more heat as the process continues, 
can occur as low as 1,832 degrees. Based upon the nuclear plant’s analysis, Vermont 
Yankee is well within the NRC accepted criteria at 2,060 degrees, an Entergy 
spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.reformer.com/localnews/ci_15725238 

10. August 10, Wilkes-Barre Times Leader – (Pennsylvania) Stolen DEP device ‘no 
hazard’. A container marked with a radioactive symbol discovered August 9 near the 
St. Vincent de Paul Kitchen turned out to be a device stolen from the state Department 
of Environmental Protection. The Luzerne County Sheriff Department’s K-9 unit was 
called Monday to St. Vincent de Paul Kitchen on Jackson Street in Wilkes-Barre to 
check out a suspicious package. The Luzerne County Emergency Management Agency 
director said around 4 p.m. he immediately knew who the device, a Geiger counter that 
measures radioactivity, belonged to after looking at the container that was found in 
front of a white mailbox at the kitchen complex. “It was quickly determined to be non-
hazardous. The small amount of radiation that was present is actually a calibration 
source we use every time we calibrate the meter. So it posed no hazard,” he said. The 
director said he thinks someone stole the container from a DEP vehicle thinking it held 
a computer, but once the person saw the radioactive symbol he or she quickly ditched 
the box. 
Source: 
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Stolen_DEP_device__lsquo_no_hazard_rsquo__08-
09-2010.html 

11. August 9, San Luis Obispo Tribune – (California) Diablo Canyon workshop to focus 
on earthquakes. The NRC has scheduled a two-day public workshop in September in 
San Luis Obispo to discuss the science of earthquakes and how they affect the Diablo 
Canyon nuclear power plant. Speakers at the event September 8 and 9 will include the 
president of the Geological Society of America, the California energy commissioner, 
and other seismic experts. The purpose of the event is to increase the public’s 
knowledge of the science of earthquakes and how it relates to nuclear power plants. 
Less than a week after concerns about earthquakes dominated public hearings on 
renewing Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant’s operating licenses, the county Board of 
Supervisors on August 10 will consider asking federal regulators to delay the process 
until more high-tech seismic studies can be completed. Plant owner Pacific Gas and 
Electric Co. has proposed doing three-dimensional mapping of the ocean floor off the 
nuclear power plant. Such mapping and other state-of-the-art analysis would tell 
geophysicists more about the earthquake potential of the area around Diablo 
Canyon.Earthquakes have been one of the main safety concerns at the plant since the 
Hosgri Fault was discovered about three miles offshore near the facility. Those 
concerns increased significantly with the discovery last year of the Shoreline Fault, 
which is less than a mile offshore. Seismologists say that the maximum strength of a 
quake from either fault is magnitude 6.5. Diablo Canyon is designed to withstand a 
quake of magnitude 7.5. 
Source: http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2010/08/08/1244213/diablo-canyon-workshop-
september.html 

http://www.reformer.com/localnews/ci_15725238
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Stolen_DEP_device__lsquo_no_hazard_rsquo__08-09-2010.html
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Stolen_DEP_device__lsquo_no_hazard_rsquo__08-09-2010.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2010/08/08/1244213/diablo-canyon-workshop-september.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2010/08/08/1244213/diablo-canyon-workshop-september.html
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[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

12. August 9, Columbus Business First – (National) Honda recalling Accords, Civics, 
Elements over ignition flap. Honda Motor Co. Ltd. is recalling about 383,000 Accord, 
Civic and Element vehicles in the U.S. after receiving several complaints of a 
potentially dangerous malfunction with the ignition interlock feature that has caused at 
least one minor injury. The automaker said August 9 that the recall applies to 117,000 
Civics and 197,000 Accords, all model-year 2003. Honda also is recalling about 69,000 
Element vehicles with 2003 and 2004 model years. The company said the vehicles’ 
ignition interlock mechanism can become worn or damaged over time and eventually 
allow the key to be removed when the vehicle isn’t in park. Such a malfunction could 
cause the vehicle to roll away and potentially cause a crash. Several incidents, 
including one that included a minor injury, have been reported. 
Source: http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/stories/2010/08/09/daily5.html 

13. August 9, Detroit Free Press – (Michigan) Noose found at Ford stamping plant. An 
electrical cord tied into shape of noose was found in the basement of the Woodhaven 
Stamping Plant in Wayne County over the weekend, a Ford spokeswoman said this 
morning. Ford is conducting an internal investigation into the matter. Part of the 
process will include interviewing employees at the plant. The area where the noose was 
found in is not a high traffic area of the plant, and there isn’t a reason for most 
employees to be there, she said. Ford did not comment on if the noose might be race 
related. “This appears to be an isolated incident,” a spokeswoman said. 
Source: http://www.freep.com/article/20100809/NEWS02/100809016/1320/Noose-
found-at-Ford-stamping-plant 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

14. August 10, Reliable Plant Magazine – (Alabama) Alabama manufacturer faces 
$191,500 OSHA penalty for 22 safety and health violations. The U.S. Department of 
Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration has issued 22 citations against 
AAR Summa Technology for exposing workers to safety and health hazards at its 
Huntsville, Alabama, plant. Proposed penalties total $191,500. OSHA began its 
inspection in February after receiving a complaint about hazards at the facility, which 
produces military aircraft parts. Two willful safety violations were issued for failing to 
provide proper lockout/tagout procedures of energy sources for workers performing 
maintenance and service functions on machinery, and for failing to provide protective 
machine guards on equipment. Sixteen serious safety violations were issued for failing 
to repair or replace hooks used to lift and hold shop fabricated lifting devices, allowing 
materials to obstruct the exit pathways, failing to properly maintain machinery, 
exposing workers to electrical hazards, failing to train workers on hazards associated 
with aluminum dust, and using excessively pressurized compressed air to clean off 
parts. Three serious health violations were issued for exposing workers to noise 

http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/stories/2010/08/09/daily5.html
http://www.freep.com/article/20100809/NEWS02/100809016/1320/Noose-found-at-Ford-stamping-plant
http://www.freep.com/article/20100809/NEWS02/100809016/1320/Noose-found-at-Ford-stamping-plant
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hazards, failing to perform audiometric tests on employees and failing to train workers 
on hazards related to noise. 
Source: http://www.reliableplant.com/Read/25996/Alabama-manufacturer-OSHA-
penalty 

15. August 9, Government Executive – (National) Senators are worried about counterfeit 
Defense supplies. The Defense Department’s supply chain is vulnerable to the 
infiltration of counterfeit parts, potentially jeopardizing the lives of American soldiers, 
according to two Democratic senators. In an August 6 letter to the undersecretary of 
Defense for acquisition, technology and logistics, the Senators argued the Pentagon was 
not doing enough to protect the system from imitation supplies, many of which 
originate overseas. “Counterfeit parts manufactured offshore not only hurt American 
manufacturing and competitiveness, but in this case, have the potential to put our 
military at risk and jeopardize our national security missions,” one said. The letter cited 
two recent reports that detailed serious weaknesses in Defense’s ability to root out fake 
supplies. In January, the Commerce Department’s Bureau of Industry and Security 
found all elements of the Defense and international supply chain have been directly 
affected by counterfeit electronics. The assessment, which covered 2005 to 2008, 
focused on discrete electronic components, microcircuits and circuit board products. A 
total of 387 companies and organizations, representing all five segments of the supply 
chain participated in the study. Investigators found 39 percent of companies and 
organizations encountered counterfeit electronics during the four-year period. The 
number of incidents grew from 3,868 in 2005 to 9,356 in 2008, the report said. 
Source: http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0810/080910rb1.htm 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

16. August 10, V3.co.uk – (International) Zeus botnet compromises 3,000 UK bank 
accounts. Security experts have uncovered yet another Zeus attack targeted at the 
customers of a specific UK bank, which has compromised over 3,000 accounts and 
transferred in excess of Â£600,000 from victims’ accounts to its creators. M86 Security 
revealed that customers of the UK-headquartered financial company, which it refuses 
to name, have so far been hit for Â£675,000 by the Zeus v3 attacks. The web-based 
malware infects the unprotected desktops of users visiting certain infected web pages, 
installing a browser plug-in which pops up to ask the user to log-in to their bank, 
according to the M86 vice president of technical strategy. It then cleverly checks the 
account balance of the user and, if it is over Â£800, will proceed to issue a money 
transfer transaction. “At least 3,000 accounts have been compromised and this dates 
back to 5 July. We are working with the bank and law enforcement and the 
investigation is ongoing,” he said. This kind of man-in-the-browser attack will 
circumvent traditional two-factor authentication devices, so bank customers should use 
safe browsing tools to avoid infection and keep a close eye on their account activity for 
any unusual behavior. 
Source: http://www.v3.co.uk/v3/news/2267910/zeus-variant-compromises-3000 

- 

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0810/080910rb1.htm
http://www.v3.co.uk/v3/news/2267910/zeus-variant-compromises-3000
http://www.reliableplant.com/Read/25996/Alabama-manufacturer-OSHA-penalty
http://www.reliableplant.com/Read/25996/Alabama-manufacturer-OSHA-penalty
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17. August 10, Grand Rapids Press – (Michigan) Details of how Fifth Third Bank 
worker concealed $1 million ATM scheme revealed at sentencing. A 27-year-old 
suspect who concealed an embezzlement scheme in Kalamazoo for five years totaling 
$950,000 was sentenced to serve 41 months in prison for thievery. The woman who 
headed the bank’s probe said the suspect manipulated the system by essentially keeping 
two sets of books and perpetuating the fraud “every single day.” The U.S. District 
Judge observed that knowing her job inside and out gave the suspect the opportunity to 
hide the theft and that she systematically thwarted internal policies designed to prevent 
similar crimes. The suspect frequently offered to cover others duties. Upon admitting 
the embezzlement, the suspect told authorities that she keyed in higher amounts of cash 
than she actually put in or took out of an ATM machine at the branch where she 
worked. At times, she took $10,000 in a single day. She would make the corresponding 
transaction to keep the balances in tune, but it would allow her to siphon the cash 
difference. She stole the mail of the bank manager — who was one of three employees 
fired in the wake of the crime — as another method to hide the offense. 
Source: http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-
rapids/index.ssf/2010/08/details_of_how_fifth_third_ban.html 

18. August 9, WSYR 9 Syracuse – (New York) Syracuse Firefighter facing charges for 
remarks. A Syracuse City firefighter is accused of making threatening remarks to a 
deputy chief and threatening violence at a department credit union on Wilkinson Street 
in Downtown Syracuse, New York. Police arrested the 47-year-old suspect on august 7 
and have since charged him with making a terrorist threat, which is a felony. According 
to court documents, the suspect had not worked at the fire department for several 
months. He had been on leave using sick days. He had also been subject to disciplinary 
action and recently received a 44-day suspension. According to documents, it was after 
he received his latest paycheck that he started making threats. On August 5, when City 
Fire Department paychecks were issued, the suspect received only partial pay as his 
suspension without pay kicked in. Around noon that same day, the suspect confronted 
the deputy fire chief on the street. Court papers say the deputy fire chief was alarmed 
and believed the suspect meant his name would be seen in the obituaries of the 
newspaper. On August 6, the suspect entered the credit union and spoke to an 
employee. Court documents reveal that, during the conversation, the suspect said, 
“What do they want me to do? The same thing as that guy up north?” Allegedly, the 
suspect was referring to a Connecticut man who recently went on a deadly rampage. 
The suspect has since said the credit union employee misinterpreted his reference to the 
Connecticut rampage. He has said he had no intention of doing any such thing. 
Source: http://www.9wsyr.com/news/local/story/Syracuse-Firefighter-facing-charges-
for-remarks/ZGUYVvemx0i7LcxS26Lv5w.cspx 

19. August 9, LoanSafe.org – (National) Minnesota man charged with $80 million bank 
Ponzi scheme. A 40-year-old Lakeville man was charged August 9 in federal court in 
the District of Minnesota with operating a Ponzi scheme that resulted in a total 
estimated loss of $79.5 million for 17 lenders. The suspect was charged with one count 
of bank fraud and one count of filing a false income tax return in connection to this 
crime. The Information alleges that the suspect conducted the scheme from 2005 
through March of 2009. The scheme purportedly involved overselling participation in 

http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2010/08/details_of_how_fifth_third_ban.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2010/08/details_of_how_fifth_third_ban.html
http://www.9wsyr.com/news/local/story/Syracuse-Firefighter-facing-charges-for-remarks/ZGUYVvemx0i7LcxS26Lv5w.cspx
http://www.9wsyr.com/news/local/story/Syracuse-Firefighter-facing-charges-for-remarks/ZGUYVvemx0i7LcxS26Lv5w.cspx
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large commercial and personal loans arranged by him through his company, First 
United Funding (“FUF”). The suspect’s alleged scheme involved selling more than 100 
percent participation in at least ten different loans arranged through FUF. In other 
words, he purportedly sold loan participation to banks after already selling that same 
participation to other banks. In each instance, the suspect failed to disclose that the total 
participation exceeded 100 percent of the original loan, making it impossible for the 
participating bank to receive the full amount of money expected. 
Source: http://www.loansafe.org/minnesota-man-charged-with-80-million-bank-ponzi-
scheme 

For another story, see item 41  
 
[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

20. August 10, American Forces Press Service – (Alaska) Air Guardsmen work to 
recover victims from Alaska crash site. Alaska Air National Guard Armen are aiding 
victims of a plane that crashed near Dillingham, Alaska, August 9. A downed plane 
reportedly carrying nine passengers was spotted 285 miles southwest of Anchorage, 
Alaska. Flight service officials in Dillingham contacted the Alaska ANG’s 11th Rescue 
Coordination Center after losing contact with the De Havilland Twin Otter at around 7 
p.m., National Guard officials said. Pararescue Airmen from the Alaska ANG’s 212th 
Rescue Squadron arrived on the scene just before noon August 10. They struggled 
against rough weather and had been expected to arrive around midnight. A Coast Guard 
C-130 Hercules is providing support overhead and will be available to take victims in 
need of serious medical treatment to Anchorage once victims are transported to 
Dillingham, officials said. News reports estimate at least five fatalities. 
Source: http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123217176 

21. August 10, WTOP 103.9 Washington – (District of Columbia; Maryland; Virginia) 
Metro warned of subway threat. The Washington, D.C. Metro has reportedly been 
warned about a potential threat to the subway system. According to Channel 4, an 
internal Homeland Security memo says someone traveled to Turkey last July to obtain 
a U.S. visa to come to Washington to blow up an unspecified Metro station. “The 
information that we have has a low level of credibility,” Metro’s Transit Police Deputy 
Chief told Channel 4. “There is not a lot of information that suggests a time or place 
where this person is even capable of conducting such a crime.” The Department of 
Homeland Security alerted Metro August 8 about the unconfirmed threat. 
Source: http://wtop.com/?sid=2023690&nid=30 

22. August 9, New York Times – (New York) Fed-up flight attendant for Jet Blue lets 
curses fly, then makes sliding exit. On Monday, on the tarmac at Kennedy 
International Airport, a JetBlue attendant decided he had had enough, the authorities 
said. After a dispute with a passenger who stood to fetch luggage too soon on a full 
flight just in from Pittsburgh, the career flight attendant got on the public-address 
intercom and let loose a string of invective. Then, the authorities said, he pulled the 

http://www.loansafe.org/minnesota-man-charged-with-80-million-bank-ponzi-scheme
http://www.loansafe.org/minnesota-man-charged-with-80-million-bank-ponzi-scheme
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123217176
http://wtop.com/?sid=2023690&nid=30
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lever that activates the emergency-evacuation chute and slid down, making a dramatic 
exit out of the plane. On his way out the door, he paused to grab a beer from the 
beverage cart. Then he ran to the employee parking lot and drove off, the authorities 
said. He was arrested at his home in Belle Harbor, Queens, a few miles from the 
airport, and charged with felony counts of criminal mischief and reckless 
endangerment. “When they hit that emergency chute, it drops down quickly within 
seconds,” a law enforcement official said. “If someone was on the ground and it came 
down without warning, someone could be injured or killed.” In a statement, JetBlue 
said it was working with the Federal Aviation Administration and the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey to investigate the episode. 
Source: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/10/nyregion/10attendant.html?_r=1&partner=rss&e
mc=rss 

23. August 9, Homeland Security NewsWire – (Pennsylvania) Pennsylvania’s bridge 
structural deficiency rate is nearly double the national average. There are 4,284 
bridges in the 5-county Pittsburgh area, and 1,246 of them, or 29 percent, are rated 
structurally deficient; this means that at least one bridge element — its superstructure, 
substructure, or deck — was found by inspectors to be in poor or worse-than-poor 
condition; Pennsylvania’s 22 percent bridge structural deficiency rate is nearly double 
the national average The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette writes that for at least seventy-six 
other bridges with serious deficiencies in the 5-county Pittsburgh area, no rehabilitation 
or replacement projects are planned because there is no money for them. They range 
from big, like the 59-year-old Elizabeth Bridge, which carries 17,000 vehicles per day 
over the Monongahela River, to small, like the 10-foot-long span over a stream on 
Stiffin Hill Road in Beaver Falls. It was built in 1930, has a sufficiency rating of just 2, 
and no funding is identified to fix or replace it. A Pittsburgh Post-Gazette analysis of 
state bridge data found that in Allegheny, Beaver, Butler, Washington, and 
Westmoreland counties, 1,246 of the 4,284 bridges, or 29 percent, are rated structurally 
deficient. This means that at least one bridge element — its superstructure, 
substructure, or deck — was found by inspectors to be in poor or worse-than-poor 
condition. Despite a recent effort to focus its limited transportation funding on bridge 
rehabilitation, Pennsylvania still has more than 5,600 structurally deficient bridges on 
state roads, the highest total in the nation. The state’s 22 percent deficiency rate is 
nearly double the national average. 
Source: http://homelandsecuritynewswire.com/pennsylvanias-bridge-structural-
deficiency-rate-nearly-double-national-average 

For another story, see item 24  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

24. August 10, Occupational Health and Safety – (National) FAA fines 11 companies 
$720,000 for hazardous cargo. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has 
proposed civil penalties ranging from $54,000 to $91,000 against 11 companies for 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/10/nyregion/10attendant.html?_r=1&partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/10/nyregion/10attendant.html?_r=1&partner=rss&emc=rss
http://homelandsecuritynewswire.com/pennsylvanias-bridge-structural-deficiency-rate-nearly-double-national-average
http://homelandsecuritynewswire.com/pennsylvanias-bridge-structural-deficiency-rate-nearly-double-national-average


 - 11 - 

alleged violations of Department of Transportation Hazardous Materials Regulations. 
In all instances, the companies allegedly offered hazardous material for transportation 
when it was not packaged, marked, classed, described, labeled, or in condition for 
shipment as required by regulations. Boston Scientific Corp. of Natick, Mass., received 
$91,000 in penalties for allegedly offering a fiberboard box containing medical-grade 
silicone fluid, a flammable liquid, to DHL for transportation by air from Costa Rica, to 
Boston Scientific headquarters, Oct. 23, 2009. Federal Express of Memphis, Tenn., 
received $65,000 in penalties for allegedly accepting a fiberboard box containing an 
unspecified toxic, corrosive liquid classified as a poison, for transportation by air from 
Oxford, Ala., to Chino Calif., April 1, 2010. An FAA hazardous materials special agent 
identified the mislabeled shipment before it could be loaded on an aircraft. Westfield 
Coatings Corp. of Westfield, Mass., received $78,000 in penalties for allegedly offering 
a fiberboard box containing paint, a flammable liquid, for transportation by air from 
Westfield to Hudson, N.C., Aug. 11, 2009. Cardinal Health of Madison, Miss., received 
$91,000 in penalties for allegedly offering a fiberboard box containing skin care 
products containing alcohol, a flammable liquid, to DHL for air transportation on Sept. 
11, 2009. FAA proposed penalties totaling $395,000 against seven other companies for 
alleged hazmat violations. The companies have 30 days from receipt of FAA’s notice 
of proposed civil penalty to respond to the agency. 
Source: http://ohsonline.com/articles/2010/08/10/faa-fines-11-companies-720000-for-
hazardous-cargo.aspx?admgarea=news 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

25. August 10, WBZ 38 Boston – (New Hampshire) Huge fire destroys campground 
restaurant. A fire destroyed a small store and restaurant in Derry, New Hampshire 
early August 10. It happened at the Hidden Valley Campground just before 2 a.m. 
Investigators say a resident of the campground “heard a small explosion, looked outside 
and saw the building on fire.” No one was hurt. However, firefighters had a limited 
water supply and used most of it to protect two 500-pound propane tanks used to 
operate cooking equipment. It is not clear yet how the fire started.  
Source: http://wbztv.com/local/newhampshire/derry.fire.hidden.2.1852014.html 

26. August 10, Dallas Morning News – (Texas) Four-alarm fire burns plastic packaging 
plant in southwest Dallas. A four-alarm fire broke out about 7:30 a.m. August 10 at 
Dolco Packaging, a plastic packaging company, in Red Bird, Texas. About two dozen 
workers had to be evacuated from the building, but no one was injured, a Dallas Fire-
Rescue spokesman said. Smoke from the blaze was a concern for firefighters because 
of the material that was burning: polystyrene egg cartons and other packing materials. 
“When plastic burns, it produces very toxic byproducts, one being butane and the other 
being really thick smoke full of God knows what,” he said. The building’s ventilation 
and sprinkler systems kept the fire contained. The cause of the fire has yet to be 
determined.  
Source: 

http://wbztv.com/local/newhampshire/derry.fire.hidden.2.1852014.html
http://ohsonline.com/articles/2010/08/10/faa-fines-11-companies-720000-for-hazardous-cargo.aspx?admgarea=news
http://ohsonline.com/articles/2010/08/10/faa-fines-11-companies-720000-for-hazardous-cargo.aspx?admgarea=news
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http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/stories/081110dnmetdo
lcofire.3d6ba140.html 

27. August 9, The Packer – (California) California wholesaler fined for banned 
chemicals on vegetables. The California Department of Pesticide Regulation has fined 
Cal Fresco LLC, a Buena Park-based fresh produce wholesaler, $10,000 after random 
testing found pesticide residues on Mexican vegetables. Tomatillos and jalapeno 
peppers, collected from two retail distribution centers in the Sacramento area, and 
cactus leaf found at Cal Fresco’s headquarters, tested positive for residues of chemicals 
not registered in California for use on those crops, according to a news release. Under a 
settlement reached between the state agency and the wholesaler, Cal Fresco agreed to 
implement control measures to prevent the distribution and sale in California of 
produce that had been treated with unregistered pesticides. Tests on the peppers and 
cactus were conducted in February; the tainted tomatillos were found in July, according 
to the release. The residues were at very low levels and did not pose health risks, the 
release said, but the produce was ordered to be removed from trade channels, which is 
the agency’s standard procedure for products found to have been treated with 
unregistered chemicals.  
Source: http://thepacker.com/California-wholesaler-fined-for-banned-chemicals-on-
vegetables/Article.aspx?oid=1201799&fid=PACKER-TOP-STORIES&aid=676 

28. August 9, WJXT 4 Jacksonville – (Florida) Police: Teen fakes bomb in attempted 
robbery. Two Lake City, Florida, teens were arrested early August 9 after they tried to 
rob an Exxon convenience store, Columbia County deputies said. Deputies said one of 
the 18-year-olds walked into the store on State Road 47 and told the clerk he had a 
bomb. Deputies said he showed the clerk two red sticks that were in his waistband and 
demanded money, saying he had a detonator in his hand. Deputies said the clerk went 
behind the counter and locked himself inside, telling the teen he was on video. The teen 
then left the store. Deputies said they found the teen’s vehicle at a home on Hudson 
Lane. They said the suspect told a deputy he had just attempted to rob the store, and he 
was arrested. Another suspect told the deputy he drove his accomplice to the store so 
that he could rob it. The former suspect told deputies that the robbery was the driver’s 
idea because he was behind on rent and needed the money, deputies said. Both were 
arrested. Their bonds were each set at $105,000. Deputies said they were searching for 
the fake explosives. 
Source: http://www.news4jax.com/news/24564765/detail.html 

29. August 9, The Packer – (National) Salmonella outbreak tied to Mexican fast-food 
chain. State health authorities suspect lettuce and tomatoes served at Taco Bell 
restaurants may have caused a salmonella outbreak that sickened dozens of people from 
Kentucky to Oregon. The charges are counter to what federal food safety authorities 
have been reporting. According to media reports, rare types of salmonella caused 
illnesses in more than 150 people who dined at Irvine, Calif.-based Taco Bell Corp.’s 
locations in Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Wisconsin and Oregon during late June, when 
illnesses peaked. Centers for Disease Control investigators, however, are not blaming 
lettuce or tomatoes and have not warned diners against eating certain foods or dining at 
particular restaurants. “The extensive traceback effort was initiated to determine if a 

http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/stories/081110dnmetdolcofire.3d6ba140.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/stories/081110dnmetdolcofire.3d6ba140.html
http://thepacker.com/California-wholesaler-fined-for-banned-chemicals-on-vegetables/Article.aspx?oid=1201799&fid=PACKER-TOP-STORIES&aid=676
http://thepacker.com/California-wholesaler-fined-for-banned-chemicals-on-vegetables/Article.aspx?oid=1201799&fid=PACKER-TOP-STORIES&aid=676
http://www.news4jax.com/news/24564765/detail.html
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common source or supplier could be identified to help focus the epidemiologic 
investigations. No common food source was identified in either traceback,” the agency 
stated in an Aug. 4 news release. In reports in the Louisville Courier and the Portland 
Oregonian, a senior epidemiologist with Oregon’s public health department said 
scientists suspect lettuce and tomatoes singularly or together. The CDC did not name 
the restaurant, but said its analysis indicated the sicknesses after eating at a Mexican-
style fast food restaurant chain. 
Source: http://thepacker.com/UPDATED--Salmonella-outbreak-tied-to-Mexican-fast-
food-chain/Article.aspx?oid=1201747&fid=PACKER-TOP-STORIES&aid=657 

30. August 9, Columbia Basin Herald – (Washington) Bomb damages car in Warden. A 
car was damaged by a bomb the night of August 7 while parked at Lamb Weston/BSW 
in Warden. No one was injured by the blast and there was no damage to nearby 
vehicles or the potato processing plant, according to the public information officer for 
Grant County Emergency Management. Investigators determined the bomb was set off 
inside the car. When it exploded, it blew the windows out of the vehicle. “The sound of 
an explosion had been heard throughout the town, and a plant security guard reported a 
car had exploded in the parking lot,” he said. Warden police are being assisted in their 
investigation by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the 
Grant County Sheriff’s Office. “To protect the integrity of the investigation, this is the 
only information which will be publicly released. Further information will likely be 
released at a later date,” the public information officer stated.  
Source: http://www.columbiabasinherald.com/news/article_43521e1c-a405-11df-ba55-
001cc4c002e0.html 

31. August 7, San Diego Union-Tribune – (California) Honey plant blaze took six hours 
to douse. A fire that broke out after hours August 6 destroyed Chaparral Honey, a long-
standing honey processing business, a Cal Fire official said. The blaze was reported 
about 6:45 p.m. at the 10,000-square-foot processing plant on Cool Valley Road at 
Ranch Creek Road. It took firefighters from seven agencies six hours to thoroughly 
douse the blaze, which smoldered for hours after the flames were knocked down, said 
the Cal Fire battalion chief. Smoke and flames were shooting out the roof and had 
spread across about one-fourth of the building when firefighters got there, he said. No 
one was in the business when the fire began. The cause is under 
investigation.Firefighters responded from Cal Fire, San Diego County Fire Authority 
and fire departments in Valley Center, Palomar Mountain, and the Rincon, Pala and 
San Pasqual reservations. 
Source: http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/aug/07/honey-plant-blaze-too-6-
hours-to-douse/ 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

32. August 10, WBIR 10 Knoxville – (Tennessee) Water problem fixed in Harrogate, but 
customers asked to conserve until service is back to normal. Customers of the 
Arthur-Shawanee Utility District in Claiborne County, Tennessee, were without water 

http://thepacker.com/UPDATED--Salmonella-outbreak-tied-to-Mexican-fast-food-chain/Article.aspx?oid=1201747&fid=PACKER-TOP-STORIES&aid=657
http://thepacker.com/UPDATED--Salmonella-outbreak-tied-to-Mexican-fast-food-chain/Article.aspx?oid=1201747&fid=PACKER-TOP-STORIES&aid=657
http://www.columbiabasinherald.com/news/article_43521e1c-a405-11df-ba55-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.columbiabasinherald.com/news/article_43521e1c-a405-11df-ba55-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/aug/07/honey-plant-blaze-too-6-hours-to-douse/
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/aug/07/honey-plant-blaze-too-6-hours-to-douse/
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due to a broken intake pipe August 8. The break impacts 3,200 customers in Arthur, 
Harrogate, Speedwell, and Forge Ridge. The Arthur-Shawanee Utility District in 
Harrogate has repaired the broken intake pipe to their water plant, and are in the 
process of restoring water to all customers. According to the manager of the utility, the 
repairs were completed August 10, however it will take time for all customers to have 
their water flowing again. He says while the intake valve was shut down, their storage 
tanks were depleted. Even though water is flowing again, it will take time to refill those 
tanks and to re-pressurize and fill the approximately 120 miles of water lines. To help 
their efforts, the utility issued a mandatory water conservation order. They asked all 
customers to avoid any lawn irrigation or unnecessary use of water for 48 hours to help 
them try to restore the storage levels and refill distribution lines. 
Source: 
http://www.wbir.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=130114&odyssey=mod_mostread 

33. August 9, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier – (Iowa) Lightning strike may be cause of 
sewage bypass. A lightning strike on the morning of August 9 caused the Cedar Falls 
wastewater treatment plant to shut down and discharge about 750,000 in sewage into 
the Cedar River, Iowa. The Cedar Falls Public Works director said employees reporting 
to work discovered the problem at about 6:30 a.m. The electricity was cut off to one of 
the treatment controllers, shutting down secondary treatment to the waste-water. The 
primary stage, which removes the largest solid pieces and much of the organic matter, 
was operational. The problem was fixed by 7 a.m. Lightning strikes and other electrical 
problems are not new to the treatment plant. The Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) was advising that precautions be taken for at least the following day 
for people using the Cedar River below Cedar Falls due to the likelihood of elevated 
bacteria levels. Those precautions included not drinking the water or swimming in it. A 
number of waste-water facilities around the state were reporting overflows because of 
excessive rain during the night. While a mechanical failure led to the Cedar Falls 
discharge, the DNR reports other communities across the state are likely discharging 
waste-water after heavy rains overwhelmed collection and treatment systems late in the 
evening August 8 and into the morning August 9. 
Source: http://wcfcourier.com/news/local/article_b2093380-a3e8-11df-8a6a-
001cc4c002e0.html 

34. August 9, Water Technology Online – (Kansas) Residents perturbed over discolored 
water. For the past couple months, residents of Lecompton, Kansas have been voicing 
their concerns about the brown color of their tap water to the city council, the Lawrence 
Journal-World reported. Adding to the townspeople’s frustration is their water bills 
have increased 120 percent over the last four years to pay for a $3.5 million water 
improvement project, the article stated. Discolored water has been a problem for years, 
but residents hoped that the water quality would improve as the water rates continued 
to rise. 
Source: http://watertechonline.com/news.asp?N_ID=74671 

35. August 6, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – (Pennsylvania) EPA orders four 
municipalities in south central Pennsylvania to improve stormwater 
management. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced on 

- 
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August 8 it has sent orders to four south central Pennsylvania municipalities requiring 
improvements to their respective Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
programs. Orders went to Silver Spring Township and Lower Allen Township in 
Cumberland County, and Wyomissing Borough and West Reading Borough in Berks 
County. EPA issued similar orders last April to 79 other municipalities in this south 
central part of the state, an area that drains to the Chesapeake Bay. The orders require 
the cited municipalities to correct problems with their respective MS4 programs and 
come into compliance with their Clean Water Act permit. In order to comply with their 
permit, municipalities are required to develop stormwater management programs to 
control pollutants from entering their drainage systems, which include storm drains, 
pipes, and ditches, designed to collect and convey stormwater runoff. 
Source: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/e77fdd4f5afd88a3852576b3005a604f/e2ea89
c9d5a75e3885257777005c4a44!OpenDocument 

[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

36. August 10, WVLT 8 Knoxville – (Tennessee) UT Medical Center almost back to 
normal service after a waterline break. A water line was damaged at University of 
Tennessee Medical Center, causing the leak of a non-corrosive substance. Repairs have 
been completed to the pipe which provides air conditioning chiller for the hospital. It 
was damaged by a contractor around 7:30 August 8. The substance, can cause irritation 
and discomfort in low levels, and can be toxic in high levels. The substance was only 
leaking at non-toxic levels. Some of it has spilled into a storm drain, and is being 
monitored. The substance does dilute in water. A security guard who inhaled some of 
the substance was treated for some irritation, but is doing fine. Trauma and major 
surgeries were diverted to other level one trauma centers, due to the lack of air 
conditioning. A spokesperson for the hospital says almost everything is back to normal. 
Source: http://www.volunteertv.com/news/headlines/100318749.html?ref=749 

37. August 10, WRTV 6 Indianapolis – (Indiana) Attorney plans insanity defense in 
medical worker’s shooting. An attorney said he expects to press an insanity defense 
for a man charged with wounding a medical delivery worker when he fired numerous 
shots from his home in a small central Indiana community. A Howard County judge 
has approved a request that the suspect undergo psychiatric evaluations. The man is 
being held on charges of attempted murder and criminal recklessness in the July 15 
shootings in the town of Center, near Kokomo. The man’s defense attorney said those 
examining the suspect will review whether he’s competent to stand trial and whether he 
was competent at the time of the shooting. Authorities said the suspect shot in several 
directions from his home, hitting three nearby houses and badly wounding a medical 
worker as he delivered oxygen across the street. 
Source: http://www.theindychannel.com/news/24575781/detail.html 

38. August 10, DarkReading – (National) Healthcare suffers more data breaches than 
financial services so far this year. Healthcare data breaches have swollen in 2010: 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/e77fdd4f5afd88a3852576b3005a604f/e2ea89c9d5a75e3885257777005c4a44!OpenDocument
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Identity Theft Resource Center reports show that compromised data stores from 
healthcare organizations far outstrip other verticals this year. According to figures 
updated last week, healthcare organizations have disclosed 119 breaches so far this 
year, more than three times the 39 breaches suffered by the financial services industry. 
Though many of these breaches aren’t necessarily caused directly by unauthorized 
access or hacking of healthcare databases, some experts believe that the high numbers 
are due to lax handling of how data is stored and accessed within these databases. This 
atmosphere, along with the extreme portability of healthcare data due to consumer 
devices and laptops and increasing numbers of malicious insiders seeking to profit from 
electronic medical records (EMRs) and other patient data, has formed a poisonous 
combination within the industry. One of the biggest issues healthcare organizations 
face in regards to database security is the issue of what happens to data once it gets 
outside of the database. The patterns behind many of this year’s biggest healthcare 
breaches seem to corroborate experts’ worries. Some of the most frequent causes 
behind breaches in 2010 and in recent memory are lost and stolen laptops as well as 
back-up tapes, hard drives, and other portable media. 
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/database_security/security/attacks/showArticle.jhtml?artic
leID=226600307 

39. August 9, Associated Press – (Arkansas) Ark. doctor convicted in bomb attack on 
board head. An Arkansas doctor accused of seeking revenge on a state medical board 
that repeatedly disciplined him was found guilty August 9 of masterminding a 
homemade bomb attack that disfigured and partially blinded the board’s chairman. A 
federal jury deliberated for a little over two days before convicting the doctor of using a 
weapon of mass destruction and destroying a vehicle with an explosive in the February 
2009 attack that nearly killed the chairman. The defendant, a federal firearms dealer, 
also was convicted of illegally possessing 98 grenades and a machine gun. He was 
acquitted of illegally possessing a shotgun. He faces up to life in prison for the weapon 
of mass destruction charge when he is sentenced on a later date. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hcsTEIqb0SllC5SbeaAk2cya5o
yQD9HG41D80 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

40. August 10, Associated Press – (International) Astronauts to attempt 2nd spacewalk 
to repair space station. Astronauts aboard the International Space Station plan to 
conduct a spacewalk on August 11 to remove a broken ammonia pump, The Associated 
Press reported. If the operation is successful, a third spacewalk will be performed this 
weekend to replace the 780-pound machine. “This is a big, unwieldy object, so 
maneuvering it around and handing it off to crew members ... could take some time and 
a lot of focus,” the spacewalk flight director said. The space station has been running 
on only half its cooling capability after the pump shut down on July 31. The cooling 
system must be fixed because it keeps the orbiting lab’s electronic equipment from 
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overheating. Two astronauts conducted an eight-hour spacewalk last weekend, 
Space.com reported, but a jammed connector and an ammonia leak prevented them 
from removing the broken pump. Wednesday’s spacewalk, which has been practiced by 
a pair of astronauts in NASA’s massive training pool, is expected to take about six 
hours. NASA said the delay between spacewalks was needed to review procedures, 
configure tools and recharge the astronauts’ spacesuit batteries.  
Source: 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ynewspoint/ynewspoint_ts3381;_ylt=AoCXYGggy7fhUglGh
D1SJrKs0NUE;_ylu=X3oDMTJ1cjkyamxtBGFzc2V0A3luZXdzcG9pbnQvMjAxMD
A4MTAveW5ld3Nwb2ludF90czMzODEEY3BvcwM5BHBvcwM2BHNlYwN5bl9oZ
WFkbGluZV9saXN0BHNsawNhc3Ryb25hdXRzdG8 

41. August 9, SC Magazine UK – (Massachusetts) Personal details of 139,000 investment 
advisers leaked by state of Massachusetts. The office of the secretary of state for 
Massachusetts has accidentally sent the details of 139,000 investment advisers to a 
magazine. The website of the Boston Globe revealed that the office, which is charged 
with enforcing financial rules for investment companies, accidentally released 
confidential personal information earlier this year on 139,000 investment advisers 
registered with the state. The data was on a CD-ROM sent to IA Week after it 
requested public information from the securities division. It was sent a list of individual 
investment professionals with their social security numbers, names, dates of birth and 
place of birth. The publisher of the business magazine IA Week, said: “It’s a pretty big 
mistake. It’s pretty shocking, because it’s such a large number of people.” He said that 
the data had been returned to the securities division. A spokesman for the 
Massachusetts secretary of state told Boston.com: “It’s an unfortunate mistake. It 
obviously was not done according to [standard] practice.’’ 
Source: http://www.scmagazineuk.com/personal-details-of-139000-investment-
advisers-leaked-by-state-of-massachusetts/article/176546/ 

42. August 9, WTRF 7 Wheeling – (West Virginia) Ohio county courthouse 
evacuated. The Ohio County Courthouse was evacuated today when fumes from a 
drain cleaner spread throughout the building making at least three people sick. The 
Wheeling fire chief said maintenance was trying to open up a drain but it wouldn’t 
unclog, sending fumes throughout the entire building. Workers say the second floor 
appeared to be the worst. Two people from the Assessor’s office were treated in a 
nearby ambulance as was an employee from the County Clerk’s office. The fire chief 
said sulfuric acid is a common drain cleaner and that’s what smelled like rotten eggs. 
Everyone was evacuated from the building including a Judge’s courtroom where a civil 
trial was under way. 
Source: http://www.wtrf.com/story.cfm?func=viewstory&storyid=84142 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

43. August 10, Virginian Pilot – (Virginia) Suspicious package prompts Hampton police 
evacuation. A suspicious package was examined and cleared this morning after 
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someone found it outside police headquarters August 9 night on Lincoln Street in 
Hampton, Virginia. The package was found and police were alerted just before 11 p.m., 
said a police spokeswoman. The building was evacuated and several streets around the 
building were closed while the bomb squad from Newport News checked the package, 
the spokeswoman said. Authorities said the area was safe about 1 a.m. August 10, the 
spokeswoman said. She did not know what was inside the package. 
Source: http://hamptonroads.com/2010/08/suspicious-package-prompts-hampton-
police-evacuation 

44. August 9, Government Technology – (Illinois) Chicago using predictive analytics to 
fight crime, police chief says. The Chicago Police Department is teaming with a local 
university to develop a system that predicts where crime will occur. According to the 
Chicago Sun-Times, the city’s police department, the Illinois Institute of Technology 
and Rand Corp. are working together on the system, which predicts crime hot spots. 
With the data, the police can deploy resources more intelligently into the affected 
communities. Funded by a $200,000 grant from the National Institute of Justice, the 
stakeholders are tracking every incident that’s linked to a known gang member in order 
to build the analytics engine. The Chicago Police Superintendant revealed the city’s 
new crime-fighting strategy at a press conference Sunday, August 8. The initiative was 
launched in April, he said. The Chicago Police Department also launched an analysis 
group for the program. The policing approach, called predictive analytics, has gained 
momentum in recent years as law enforcement agencies have recognized that some 
types of crime follow patterns that can be predicted by software. 
Source: http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/767663 

45. August 9, Homeland Security NewsWire – (Virginia) VA AG: Virginia park rangers 
authorized to enforce federal immigration laws. In an “Advisory Opinion” solicited 
by a member of the Virginia House of Delegates the Attorney General of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, indicated that Virginia “Park Rangers” have the authority 
to enforce federal immigration laws. The attorney general opined that although “the 
authority conferred on the Director of the Department of Conservation and Recreation 
does not include the general authority granted to police officers to prevent and detect 
crime, apprehend criminals, safeguard life and property, preserve peace, or to enforce 
state and local laws, regulations and ordinances â�¦ [n]othing in Virginia or United 
States law prohibits conservation officers from inquiring about criminal violations of 
the immigration laws and, where appropriate, making an arrest.” Therefore, in the 
attorney general’s opinion, though Virginia “Park Rangers” do not have the authority to 
prevent and detect crime, safeguard life and property, or to enforce state or local laws, 
they do have the authority to make arrests for perceived violations of federal 
immigration law. 
Source: http://homelandsecuritynewswire.com/va-ag-virginia-park-rangers-authorized-
enforce-federal-immigration-laws 
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46. August 10, Computer Weekly – (International) Android phones hit by text-based 
Trojan. Google’s Android mobile operating system has been hit by its first text-based 
Trojan, according to security firm Kaspersky Labs. The malicious software, called 
Trojan-SMS.AndroidOS.FakePlayer.a, has hit a number of mobile devices, the 
company said. The Trojan poses as a harmless media player application. Users are 
prompted to install a file of just over 13Kbytes with the standard Android extension 
.apk. Once installed, it sends text messages to premium rate numbers controlled by 
cyber criminals, who collect all the payments made from victims’ accounts. The 
Trojan-SMS category is currently the most widespread class of malware for mobile 
phones, but Trojan-SMS.AndroidOS.FakePlayer.a is the first to specifically target the 
Android platform, Kaspersky said. But it is not the first case of Android devices 
becoming infected, with the first Android spyware appearing in “isolated” cases in 
2009, the security firm said. Kaspersky Lab plans to release software aimed at 
protecting the Android operating system in early 2011, he said.  
Source: http://www.computerweekly.com/Articles/2010/08/10/242321/Android-
phones-hit-by-text-based-Trojan.htm 

47. August 10, IDG News Service – (International) S. Korean police raid Google’s office 
over Street View. Police in South Korea raided Google offices August 10 in an 
investigation of the company’s Street View mapping project, the latest instance of a 
country scrutinizing the company’s collection of Wi-Fi data. The Korean National 
Police said in a statement that they have launched an investigation into unauthorized 
data collection and illegal wiretapping. Google officials in London confirmed the raid. 
“We will cooperate with the investigation and answer any questions they have,” the 
company said in a statement. The investigation comes as Google has resumed 
collecting Street View imagery in several countries after facing queries from regulators 
in others over the program. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180485/S._Korean_police_raid_Google_s_o
ffice_over_Street_View 

48. August 10, The H Security – (International) Vulnerability in OpenSSL 1.0.x. A 
security expert has pointed out a security issue in the 1.0 branch of OpenSSL that 
potentially allows SSL servers to compromise clients. Apparently the hole can be 
exploited simply by sending a specially crafted certificate to the client, causing 
deallocated memory to be accessed in the ssl3_get_key_exchange function (in 
ssl\s3_clnt.c). While this usually only causes an application to crash, it can potentially 
also be exploited to execute injected code. The expert included a certificate and a 
flawed key for recreating the problem in the report he released on the Full Disclosure 
mailing list. When tested briefly by the The H’s associates at heise Security on an 
current Ubuntu 10.04 system with OpenSSL 0.9.8k, a certificate belonging to an RSA 
key of only 4006 bits in length (and where q is not prime) only produced a warning that 
the certificate was flawed. As virtually none of the Linux distributions use OpenSSL 
1.0.x, the hole is unlikely to create major concerns. An update has yet to be released by 
the OpenSSL developers, but the issue is already being discussed on the OpenSSL 
developer mailing list. 
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Source: http://www.h-online.com/security/news/item/Vulnerability-in-OpenSSL-1-0-x-
1053147.html 

49. August 10, Help Net Security – (International) 6 million malicious files found in the 
past 3 months. Malware has reached its highest levels, making the first six months of 
2010 the most active half-year ever for total malware production, according to a new 
McAfee report. At the same time, spam leveled out with only 2.5 percent growth from 
Q1 2010. Malware continued to soar in Q2 2010, as there were 10 million new pieces 
cataloged in the first half of this year. Consistent with last quarter, threats on portable 
storage devices took the lead for the most popular malware, followed by fake anti-virus 
software and social media specific malware. With approximately 55,000 new pieces of 
malware that appear everyday, globally AutoRun malware and password-stealing 
Trojans round out the Top Two malware threats. After reaching its highest point in Q3 
2009, with nearly 175 billion messages per day spam rates have hit a plateau. 
Cybercriminals took advantage of anticipation on and hype of the FIFA World Cup in 
South Africa, and used various methods to promote scams and search-engine 
“poisoning.” Globally, the most popular types of spam varied from country to country 
with some interesting findings. For instance, delivery status notifications, or non-
delivery receipt spam, were the most popular in United States, Italy, Spain, China, 
Great Britain, Brazil, Germany and Australia.  
Source: http://www.net-security.org/malware_news.php?id=1426 

50. August 10, SC Magazine – (International) Claims that anti-virus detections are 
inadequate are dismissed by vendors. Even the most popular anti-virus signature-
based solutions detect less than 19 percent of malware threats. A report by Cyveillance 
claimed that traditional anti-virus vendors ‘continue to lag behind online criminals 
when it comes to detecting and protecting against new and quickly evolving threats on 
the internet’. Cyveillance tested 13 popular anti-virus solutions to determine their 
detection rate over a 30-day period, and found that popular solutions only detect an 
average of 18 per cent of new malware attacks. By day eight the solutions averaged a 
45.7 percent detection rate, rising to 56.6 percent on day 15, 60.3 percent by day 22 and 
61.7 percent after 30 days. The most capable solution on a zero-day detection, 
according to the report, is F-Secure with 27 percent of detections, followed by 
Kaspersky Lab and McAfee with 22 percent each. Symantec comes next with 21 
percent and Sophos with 20 percent. It claimed that as it takes an average of 11.6 days 
to ‘catch up’ with malware, ‘users should not rely on the AV industry as their only line 
of defence’.  
Source: http://www.scmagazineuk.com/claims-that-anti-virus-detections-are-
inadequate-are-dismissed-by-vendors/article/176652/ 

51. August 10, Computerworld – (International) Registry hack allows Windows XP SP2 
patching. People still running the now-retired Windows XP Service Pack 2 (SP2) can 
trick the operating system into installing security updates, a researcher said August 9. 
The hack requires an edit of a single key in the Windows registry, said a security 
adviser with Helsinki, Finland-based antivirus vendor F-Secure, who spelled out the 
tweak in a blog post. “It turns out that an SP2 system will think it’s [Service Pack 3] if 
you edit this key: 
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‘HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\Windows,’ and edit 
the DWORD value ‘CSDVersion’ from 200 to 300, [then] reboot,” the security adviser 
said. According to Microsoft, CSDVersion specifies the name of the most recent 
service pack installed on the PC. In other words, the hack disguises XP SP2 as SP3 
when Microsoft’s security updates determine whether the PC is eligible for a patch. 
With the hack, the security adviser was able to force a Windows XP SP2 system to 
install the emergency patch Microsoft issued last week for a critical vulnerability in 
Windows’ parsing of shortcut files. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180478/Registry_hack_allows_Windows_X
P_SP2_patching 

52. August 10, The Register – (International) Germany bans BlackBerrys and iPhones 
on snooping fears. The German government has advised ministers not to use 
BlackBerry and iPhone devices due to “a dramatic increase of attacks against” its 
networks. A general ban on the use of smartphones in certain German ministries is also 
being considered, the federal interior minister confirmed to the country’s business daily 
newspaper Handelsblatt August 9. He said that ministers and senior civil servants had 
been told to instead use Simko2 gadgets offered by T-Systems, following advice from 
the German federal office for information security (BSI). Berlin expressed concern that 
data for the BlackBerry smartphone passes through two Research in Motion centers in 
the UK and Canada. The interior minister added that there was a possible risk of 
“political IT attacks” from organized crime and foreign intelligence agencies and said 
that such harm to the government could increase with the use of the BlackBerry and 
other smartphones. His comments came after Canada-based RIM was forced to shift 
servers to Saudi Arabia after that country briefly banned use of the BlackBerry. 
Source: 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/10/german_government_mulls_blackberry_iphon
e_ban/ 

53. August 9, DarkReading – (International) Microsoft investigates new zero day 
reported in Windows kernel. On the eve of one of the largest patch days of the year, 
Microsoft is investigating yet another zero-day flaw in Windows — and one that affects 
even the newest versions of the operating system. The heap-overflow flaw is in the 
Windows kernel and would allow an attacker to take control of targeted Windows XP 
SP3, Windows Server 2003 R2 Enterprise SP2, Windows Vista Business SP1, 
Windows 7, and Windows Server 2008 SP2 machines, according to advisories posted 
about the flaw in the past days. The flaw, along with a proof-of-concept (PoC), was 
disclosed by a researcher called “Arkon.” August already has been a busy month for 
Microsoft: After issuing an emergency patch last week for the recently exposed 
Windows Shell vulnerability (a.k.a. .LNK, the Windows shortcut link), Microsoft is set 
tomorrow to release 14 security bulletins patching 34 vulnerabilities. And now it is 
facing yet another zero-day investigation. “Microsoft is investigating reports of a 
possible vulnerability in the Windows kernel. Upon completion of the investigation, 
Microsoft will take appropriate actions to protect customers,” said a group manager for 
response communications at Microsoft, in a statement on August 9. 
Source: 
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http://www.darkreading.com/vulnerability_management/security/vulnerabilities/showA
rticle.jhtml?articleID=226600284&subSection=Vulnerabilities+and+threats 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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Communications Sector 

54. August 9, Seattle Post-Intelligencer – (National) Tumwater teen hacker sentenced 
for crashing Comcast. A 20-year-old Tumwater, Washington, resident and two other 
men were charged August 9 in the May 2008 hack of Comcast.net and its e-mail 
system. About 20 million people lost access to their e-mail for a period of hours. All 
three pleaded guilty to related charges, and the Tumwater resident was sentenced to 
four months in federal detention. He was charged with computer crimes in November 
after federal prosecutors unveiled allegations that he and two other members of a 
hacker group “Kryogeniks” had briefly taken over the Comcast.net in an apparent 
prank. “Defiant,” “EBK” and “Slacker” are alleged to have hacked into the Comcast 
server and redirected users to a Web page bragging of their activity. Though the men’s 
actions only cut most users off of the site for about 90 minutes, the interruption cost 
Comcast about $128,600, according to court documents. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/local/424800_hacker09.html 

55. August 9, Muskogee Phoenix – (Oklahoma) Cable services cut to Wagoner 
customers. Cable television, Internet and other services were expected to be restored to 
the Wagoner, Oklahoma, area late August 9, a Suddenlink Communications official 
said. A fiber-optic cable crossing the McClellan-Kerr Navigation Channel between 
Muskogee and Wagoner apparently was damaged by river traffic, the official said. 
Services to several hundred customers in Wagoner were interrupted. The director of 
corporate communications said he could not specify how many customers or exactly 
what services were affected. “We’ve rushed in extra help from other Suddenlink 
service areas and our crews are working hard to repair the damage,” the Suddenlink 
Muskogee system manager said.  
Source: http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x2018347604/Cable-services-cut-to-
Wagoner-customers 

56. August 9, Taft Independent – (California) Taft, Westside Verizon telephone line 
disruption. Verizon long distance telephone service in Taft and West Kern County, 
California, has been disrupted causing residents and local businesses to place only local 
calls. According to a Verizon telephone spokesman, the cause of the interruption is 
unknown and that the company is trying to determine the cause. Local residents in Taft 
and Maricopa have complained that they are only able to make local calls. Local 
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buisnesses have not been able to use credit card processing machines due to the lack of 
long distance service interuption. Verizon is working to restire service as quickly as 
possible, the Verizon spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.taftindependent.com/News/ViewArticle/2194 

57. August 9, New York Times – (National) Google and Verizon offer a vision for 
managing Internet traffic. Google and Verizon on August 9 introduced a proposal for 
how Internet service should be regulated — and were immediately criticized by groups 
that favor keeping the network as open as possible. According to the proposal, Internet 
service providers would not be able to block producers of online content or offer them a 
paid “fast lane.” It says the Federal Communications Commission should have the 
authority to stop or fine any rule-breakers. The proposal, however, carves out 
exceptions for Internet access over cellphone networks, and for potential new services 
that broadband providers could offer. In a joint blog post, the companies said these 
could include things like health care monitoring, “advanced educational services, or 
new entertainment and gaming options.” The two companies are hoping to influence 
regulators and lawmakers in the debate over a principle known as net neutrality, which 
holds that Internet users should have equal access to all types of information online. 
But some proponents of net neutrality say that by excluding wireless and other online 
services, Google and Verizon are creating a loophole that could allow carriers to 
circumvent regulation meant to ensure openness. 
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/10/technology/10net.html?src=busln 

58. August 9, NextGov – (National) Agencies rush to replace aging satellite to predict 
damaging solar storms. Every 11 years, solar activity intensifies, and the next peak in 
activity is scheduled for 2013. Such conditions would interfere with modern high-
frequency radio communications and GPS navigation. “The whole thing about going 
into another active period of solar activity is: It’s going to happen. We just don’t know 
when, we don’t know the severity of it, but we know it has happened,” the FEMA 
Administrator said in June at the U.S. government’s annual space weather conference, 
which focused on critical infrastructure protection. To gauge the severity and timing of 
solar hyperactivity, the federal government has transmitted data in real-time from the 
Advanced Composition Explorer (ACE) satellite since 1997. The Air Force is expected 
to launch NASA’s replacement for ACE, called the Deep Space Climate Observatory, 
in December 2013. The fiscal 2011 budget requested a small amount — $9.5 million — 
for the effort, and Senate appropriators in July approved that level of spending. The 
European Space Agency and NOAA are identifying gaps in ground-based observations 
and space-borne surveillance not covered by ACE. 
Source: http://www.nextgov.com/nextgov/ng_20100809_7393.php 

59. August 9, Statesboro News – (International) Domain name registration and SEO fees 
scam halted. The Federal Trade Commission has permanently halted the operations of 
Canadian con artists who allegedly posed as domain name registrars and convinced 
thousands of U.S. consumers, small businesses and non-profit organizations to pay 
bogus bills by leading them to believe they would lose their Web site addresses unless 
they paid. Settlement and default judgment orders signed by the court will bar the 
deceptive practices in the future. In June 2008, the FTC charged Toronto-based Internet 
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Listing Service with sending fake invoices to small businesses and others, listing the 
existing domain name of the consumer’s Web site or a slight variation on the domain 
name, such as substituting “.org” for “.com.” The invoices appeared to come from the 
businesses’ existing domain name registrar and instructed them to pay for an annual 
“WEBSITE ADDRESS LISTING.” The invoices also claimed to include a search 
engine optimization service. Most consumers who received the “invoices” were led to 
believe that they had to pay them to maintain their registrations of domain names. 
Other consumers were induced to pay based on Internet Listing Service’s claims that its 
“Search Optimization” service would “direct mass traffic” to their sites and that their 
“proven search engine listing service” would result in “a substantial increase in traffic.” 
The FTC’s complaint charged that most consumers who paid the defendants’ invoices 
did not receive any domain name registration services and that the “search 
optimization” service did not result in increased traffic to the consumers’ Web sites. 
Source: http://www.statesboro.biz/News/528/Domain-Name-Registration-and-SEO-
Fees-Scam-Halted.aspx 

60. August 6, Hickory Daily Record – (North Carolina) Copper thieves hit cell 
tower. Police suspect theives broke into the cell phone tower complex at 1319 Second 
Street SE behind Peoples Bank sometime between 8 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. August 4. Once 
inside the 8-foot high barbed wire-topped fence, they cut copper wires from the base of 
the tower and the amplifier at the base of the tower. Copper bars from at least three 
batteries were stolen as well. The tower is operated by AT&T and Sprint. The stolen 
copper was worth $4,500, according to the police report. The site attendant reported the 
theft when he arrived at the site and found the four locks on the gate were unlocked and 
the gate was open. The Hickory Police Department is investigating the theft. 
Source: http://www2.hickoryrecord.com/content/2010/aug/06/copper-thieves-hit-cell-
tower/news/ 
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61. August 9, Capital Newspapers – (Wisconsin) Authorities investigating what was 
suspected to be a pipe bomb. The Sauk County Sheriff’s Department are investigating 
the origins of what was suspected to be a pipe bomb outside a veterans organization 
building in Wisconsin August 9. Authorities were notified at 9:45 a.m. of a 16-20 black 
tube that had plastic caps and duct tape on the end located on the sidewalk in front of 
the North Freedom American Legion building. The Dane County bomb squad was 
called for assistance, and the team determined the item was not a bomb. The object 
turned out to be a “piston type rod which was wrapped inside the tubing,” adding that 
its origin is unknown. The Sauk County Sheriff’s Department is investigating the 
incident. 
Source: http://www.wiscnews.com/portagedailyregister/news/local/article_c57cc16c-
a437-11df-9db1-001cc4c03286.html 

62. August 9, New York Times – (International) Radical cleric Abu Bakar Bashir 
arrested in Indonesia. One of Indonesia’s top radical Muslim clerics was arrested 
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August 9 in Indonesia on accusations that he played an important role in terrorist 
training and had links to militants plotting a series of brazen attacks on the Indonesian 
authorities and foreigners. The cleric was arrested along with five bodyguards in West 
Java on accusations that he “had an active role” in setting up a militant training camp in 
the northern Sumatran province of Aceh. The arrest followed weeks of speculation that 
the police were preparing to arrest the cleric, a founder of the radical Jemaah Islamiyah 
movement, which has been blamed for a series of terrorist attacks, including nightclub 
bombings that killed 202 people in Bali in 2002. The suspects were accused of wanting 
to carry out bombing attacks on the National Police headquarters, the West Java police 
Mobile Brigade headquarters, international hotels, and “more than two” foreign 
embassies. 
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/10/world/asia/10indo.html?_r=1 
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63. August 10, Associated Press – (Arizona; Wyoming) Escaped Arizona killer is 
captured near Yellowstone. An escaped killer with a handgun and a hitchhiking sign 
was captured early August 9 in Wyoming after 10 days on the run. Authorities searched 
to the north of nearby Yellowstone National Park for a second fugitive and his female 
accomplice. The man was caught as he walked in Meeteetse, Wyo., steps from a church 
where he had sat in the pews a day earlier. He told authorities he was relieved that the 
manhunt was over for him, the U.S. marshal for Arizona said. The other inmate and 
suspected accomplice were still on the run. The marshal said investigators believed that 
they had moved on to Montana after a stay in Yellowstone. 
Source: 
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/DN-
escape_10tex.ART.State.Edition1.3575cdf.html 

64. August 9, Morning Call – (New Jersey) Wildfire closes part of Appalachian, other 
trails. An illegal camp fire sparked a blaze in New Jersey’s Worthington State Forest 
that has destroyed about 250 acres and forced the closure of a part of the Appalachian 
Trail in the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. Firefighters responded 
August 6 to a report of a small fire and found about five acres burning, said a 
spokesman for the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. About 30 
firefighters continue to battle the blaze, which is 70 percent contained. The spokesman 
said there have been no injuries and no property damage. The firefighters on scene 
hope to have the blaze completely contained by the end of the August 9. Firefighters 
from DEP are being assisted by Park Service personnel. 
Source: http://www.mcall.com/news/local/mc-worthington-state-forest-fire-
20100809,0,6474420.story 

65. August 9, Portland Oregonian – (Oregon) Rooster Rock fire near Sisters 85 percent 
contained; crews begin demobilizing. The Rooster Rock fire near Sisters, Oregon is 
85 percent contained, prompting officials to reduce an evacuation order to a reminder 
for residents to be vigilant in preventing wildfires. The fire, which started a week ago 
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from August 9, burned through 4,779 acres of private land, and 1,355 acres of U.S. 
Forest Service land, for a total of 6,134 acres. At its most dangerous, the fire directly 
threatened five homes and another 50 more. Only one building, a storage shed 
containing a family’s personal belongings, was destroyed. “They are going to be doing 
some heavy demobilization today, reducing the number of people on the fire 
dramatically,’’ said a spokeswoman for the Northwest Coordination Center in Portland. 
Fire activity remains minimal as firefighters strengthen their lines during the mop-up of 
hot spots. Rehab efforts will include bringing dozer and hand-dug lines back to a near-
natural condition to prevent erosion and run-off. 
Source: http://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-
news/index.ssf/2010/08/rooster_rock_fire_near_sisters_85_percent_contained_crews_b
egin_demobilizing.html 
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66. August 10, Associated Press – (Nebraska) Cracked dam to get repairs. The U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation is evaluating repair options for the Red Willow Dam near 
McCook, Nebraska. The bureau found tension cracks in the dam’s embankment and a 
sinkhole on the face of the dam last fall. Officials say they expect to choose a preferred 
repair plan this fall, and repairs could begin as soon as late 2011. The water level 
remains drawn down to around 2,550 feet in elevation for safety reasons. Red Willow 
Dam is 126 feet tall and it forms a reservoir of 85,070 acre-feet. It is about 11 miles 
north of McCook. 
Source: http://www.omaha.com/article/20100810/NEWS01/708109879 

67. August 9, Tacoma News Tribune – (Washington) Confidence growing in ability of 
Green River’s Hanson Dam. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is becoming more 
confident in the ability of the Howard Hanson Dam to control flood water on the Green 
River this winter. The corps’ Seattle District commander told local officials August 9 
that the risk of a flood that would over-top levies in South King County, Washington, 
communities is now 1 in 60, down from 1 in 30 last winter. By next winter, the dam 
should be back at its planned flood risk — 1 in 140 — with the construction of a series 
of filtered drains inside the dam’s right abutment, as well as other improvements to 
start this fall. The commander called the risk-assessment figure simplistic but said it’s 
based on a lot of work done by the Corps since the weakening of the dam was 
discovered following heavy rains that filled the dam reservoir in January 2009. Late 
last month, the President approved $44 million for interim measures to continue 
strengthening the dam. Work on the drain pipes, estimated to cost about $15 million. 
Additional log booms will be installed in the reservoir this fall to prevent debris from 
blocking the spillway, rock will be placed in key places to protect the dam from erosion 
and the spillway will be anchored to the bedrock. The other major corrective action is 
to build a 200-foot extension of the existing drainage tunnel inside the right abutment at 
a cost of about $19 million. That project won’t begin until next year and will be 
completed by mid-2012. 

http://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/index.ssf/2010/08/rooster_rock_fire_near_sisters_85_percent_contained_crews_begin_demobilizing.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/index.ssf/2010/08/rooster_rock_fire_near_sisters_85_percent_contained_crews_begin_demobilizing.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/index.ssf/2010/08/rooster_rock_fire_near_sisters_85_percent_contained_crews_begin_demobilizing.html
http://www.omaha.com/article/20100810/NEWS01/708109879
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Source: http://www.thenewstribune.com/2010/08/09/1295524/confidence-growing-in-
abilitybrof.html 
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