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Top Stories 

• According to the Wall Street Journal, the Federal Aviation Administration has proposed 
mandatory fixes to Boeing 747-400 airliners to ensure that concerns about potentially 
hazardous takeoffs are addressed. (See item 18) 

• KTVT 11 Fort Worth reports that the FBI and U.S. Postal Inspectors confirm they are 
investigating the delivery of more suspicious letters in North Texas. By August 6, letters 
were delivered to Raytheon in Garland, a Raytheon plant on the property of Texas 
Instruments in Dallas, Rocket Air Supply company in Arlington, and an aerospace 
company in Grand Prairie. Two letters were also found at a Raytheon office in the Boston 
area. (See item 21) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. August 9, CNN – (National) U.S. electricity blackouts skyrocketing. Experts on the 
nation’s electricity system point to a frighteningly steep increase in non-disaster-related 
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outages affecting at least 50,000 consumers. During the past two decades, such 
blackouts have increased 124 percent, up from 41 blackouts between 1991 and 1995, to 
92 between 2001 and 2005, according to research at the University of Minnesota. In the 
most recently analyzed data available, utilities reported 36 such outages in 2006 alone. 
“It’s hard to imagine how anyone could believe that, in the United States, we should 
learn to cope with blackouts,” said a University of Minnesota professor, a leading 
expert on the U.S. electricity grid. He supports construction of a nationwide “smart 
grid” that would avert blackouts and save billions of dollars in wasted electricity. A 
smart grid is an automated electricity system that improves the reliability, security and 
efficiency of electric power. It more easily connects with new energy sources, such as 
wind and solar, and is designed to charge electric vehicles and control home appliances 
via a so-called “smart” devices. 
Source: 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/innovation/08/09/smart.grid/index.html?hpt=C1 

2. August 9, Des Moines Register – (Iowa) Downpours swamp roads, rails, 
campgrounds. Overnight rains across much of Iowa left more than 9,000 customers of 
MidAmerican Energy without power August 9. Nearly 5,000 of those customers reside 
in the Des Moines area. Some 2,300 customers in Sioux City were without power as 
were some 1,600 customers in Fort Dodge. Morning flash flood warnings were issued 
for portions of Marion, Mahaska and Jasper counties. The National Weather Service 
says very heavy rainfall caused excessive runoff, putting water over roads. Flash flood 
warnings were to remain in effect for Wapello and Monroe counties until 11 a.m on 
August 9. 
Source: http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20100809/NEWS/100809001/-
1/caucus/Downpours-swamp-roads-rails-campgrounds 

3. August 9, Lower Hudson Journal News – (New York) Car strikes gas pump on 
Hutch, sets off chain reaction of fire, injuries; station remains closed. A fire began 
about 7 p.m. August 8 when a woman reversed her car into a gas pump at the Mobil 
station in Westchester County, New York. The fire sent six people to the hospital. The 
woman told police she stepped on the gas instead of the brake and hit the pump with 
her 2005 Chrevrolet sedan, causing a small explosion in the pump on the southbound 
side of the parkway. The fire spread to the other two pumps, the overhang and three 
cars. The woman and two other people were taken to White Plains Hospital Center with 
broken bones, respiratory distress and cuts to the face. Three gas station employees 
were treated for smoke inhalation at the hospital after the fire was extinguished. Four 
vehicles were damaged in the incident, according to police, and several other vehicles 
ran into each other as drivers tried to escape the fire. 
Source: http://www.lohud.com/article/20100809/NEWS02/8090324/-1/newsfront/Car-
strikes-gas-pump-on-Hutch--sets-off-chain-reaction-of-fire--injuries--station-remains-
closed 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20100809/NEWS/100809001/-1/caucus/Downpours-swamp-roads-rails-campgrounds
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4. August 9, KOB 4 Albuquerque – (New Mexico) Truck leak forces evacuations at 
travel center. New Mexico state police evacuated a travel center on I-40 August 8 after 
liquid was spotted leaking from a truck. State police say a semi truck was leaking a 
liquid marked “hazardous” at the Route 66 Travel Center on I-40 west of Albuquerque. 
As a precaution, the area was evacuated until authorities could investigate. It turns out 
the liquid was iodine and was harmless. The truck was holding a number of chemicals, 
some of which were hazardous. 
Source: http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S1689084.shtml?cat=504 

5. August 8, KHBS 40 Fort Smith – (Arkansas) Hazmat crews clean up acid spill. The 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, Fire Department and Hazmat crew were called early August 7 to 
clean up a hydrochloric acid spill. A Schlumberger semitrailor leaked the acid onto the 
Zero Street exit of Interstate 540 in Fort Smith. The street was closed from 6:30 to 8:30 
a.m. while the crews used neutralizing powder on the spill and swept it up. 
Source: http://www.4029tv.com/news/24555941/detail.html 

6. August 8, Lansing State Journal – (Michigan) Preliminary investigation: Spark 
caused Americhem chemical plant blast. Static electricity caused a catalytic spark 
that caused an explosion and fire August 6 at an Americhem Sales Corp. building, 
according to a preliminary investigation. “When those guys are loading and unloading 
those trailers, they’re supposed to be grounded to prevent any type of static. The driver 
said he was grounded. (However), there’s nothing else out there that would have caused 
the spark,” the county’s Homeland Security and emergency management coordinator 
said. Americhem’s president maintains the tanker that entered the company’s weighing 
facility around 3 p.m., containing 500 gallons of mineral spirits most likely exploded, 
destroying the building. Americhem’s insurance company is scheduled to start its 
investigation August 9, when Americhem plans to continue doing business with 
customers. Cleanup is expected to continue for a few more days. Employees were 
evacuated from Americhem, 340 North St., when the fire happened. No one was 
seriously injured. Homeland Security is involved because of the chemicals stored at the 
site. Americhem is a Midwest chemical distributor and blender carrying a full line of 
industrial chemicals, solvents, oils and automotive fluids. 
Source: 
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20100808/NEWS01/8080542/1001/NEWS/
Americhem-chemical-plant-blast--fire-still-under-investigation 

7. August 6, Dallas Morning News – (Texas) Acid spill hurts 2 workers at Richardson 
business. Two people were injured in a chemical spill about noon August 6 at a 
Richardson, Texas, business. One employee was taken to Methodist Richardson 
Medical Center, and the other was treated at the scene, said the assistant chief of the 
Richardson Fire Department. The accident occurred when a valve on a nitric acid tank 
broke, spilling about 90 gallons of the toxic, corrosive material at the business in the 
600 block of International Parkway, near Alpha Drive. He said he was unsure what 
type of business the incident occurred at, and firefighters have contained the spill and 
are waiting for a contractor to clean up the acid.  
Source: 

http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S1689084.shtml?cat=504
http://www.4029tv.com/news/24555941/detail.html
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20100808/NEWS01/8080542/1001/NEWS/Americhem-chemical-plant-blast--fire-still-under-investigation
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20100808/NEWS01/8080542/1001/NEWS/Americhem-chemical-plant-blast--fire-still-under-investigation
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http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/stories/080710dnmetac
idspill.29a87efe.html 

[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

8. August 7, York Dispatch – (Pennsylvania) State offering anti-radiation pills for those 
near nuke plants. York County residents living near nuclear power plants can receive 
free potassium iodide tablets from the Pennsylvania Department of Health. The tablets 
will be available between 3 and 7 p.m. Thursday, August 12, at these sites: Airville Fire 
Co., 3576 Delta Road, Airville. Fishing Creek Salem United Methodist Church, 402 
Valley Road, Etters. York County State Health Center, 1750 N. George St., Manchester 
Township. For information, call the Pennsylvania Department of Health at 1-877-724-
3258, or visit its Web site at www.health.state.pa.us. 
Source: http://www.yorkdispatch.com/news/ci_15701599 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

9. August 8, Marion Star – (Pennsylvania) Hot metal ignites fire at Marion Sypris 
plant. Six department’s converged on a manufacturing plant west of Marion, 
Pennsylvania on Sunday morning when a large forging press caught fire. Six workers 
running a light production shift in the back of the building at Sypris Technologies had 
already evacuated when firefighters arrived, said a lieutenant of the Marion Township 
Fire Department. The township’s main station also responded, along with the Marion 
City, Pleasant Township, Scioto Valley, Salt Rock and Green Camp departments. The 
fire was out relatively quickly, but the large response was needed for the potential 
threat the plant presents with all the grease and oil involved. There were no injuries to 
any workers or firefighters.  The cause of the fire was a piece of hot metal not loading 
properly into the forge and igniting the grease and oil below the machine. The 80-ton 
press involved will need repairs, and Ball was still working on a damage estimate with 
company officials. 
Source: http://www.marionstar.com/article/20100808/UPDATES01/100808001/-
1/newsfront2 

10. August 6, KSNW 3 Wichita – (Kansas) Investigators say falling hot metal caused 
foundry fire. Wichita, Kansas firefighters were concerned about potentially hazardous 
chemicals when they responded to a call at a foundry the morning of August 6. The fire 
started around 7:20 a.m. at Grede Foundries in south Wichita. When crews arrived, 
they found heavy black smoke coming from the building. They got inside quickly and 
found a large pile of burning debris. Because of the large amount of smoke and the heat 
conditions at the time, firefighters called in a second alarm, asking for more help. A 
total of 17 crews responded to the fire. The fire department says the owner was in the 
process of having the building torn down. Workers had been using cutting torches on 
the roof. Fire investigators say some hot metal fell through a window and landed in a 

http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/stories/080710dnmetacidspill.29a87efe.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/stories/080710dnmetacidspill.29a87efe.html
http://www.health.state.pa.us/
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/news/ci_15701599
http://www.marionstar.com/article/20100808/UPDATES01/100808001/-1/newsfront2
http://www.marionstar.com/article/20100808/UPDATES01/100808001/-1/newsfront2
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box of old air filters, starting the fire. 
Source: http://www.ksn.com/news/local/story/Investigators-say-falling-hot-metal-
caused/ds7zNHI8f06QjpCvXhleGw.cspx 

For another story, see item 18  
 
[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

11. August 7, Deseret News – (Utah) HAFB criticized again over handling of nuke-
related items. Hill Air Force Base is again facing criticism for the way it handles — or 
mishandles — materials used to arm, launch or release nuclear weapons. This time, 
inspectors say the base failed to account for more than 100 nuclear-related parts in 
recent inventories — which could lead to undetected theft. The Air Force censored 
which items had been missed, but the unit involved handles nuclear missile 
maintenance. Inspectors also said that when Hill officials found discrepancies in 
inventory data, they simply changed codes on forms without verifying actual 
conditions. And the inspectors said some nuclear-weapons related items were stored in 
containers marked with codes for other parts, which could lead to shipping the wrong 
item. That is according to Air Force Audit Agency reports written in January but just 
recently obtained by the Deseret News through a Freedom of Information Act request. 
Source: http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700054456/HAFB-criticized-again-over-
handling-of-nuke-related-items.html 

For another story, see item 21  
 
[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

12. August 9, The Register – (International) Corrupt repair engineer jailed for bank 
fraud attempt. A corrupt laptop repair engineer has gone to jail for nine months after 
he was convicted of hacking into the laptop of one of his customers. The 30-year-old 
suspect was caught browsing through pictures in a private folder and attempting to hack 
into an online banking account during a Sky News investigation into computer repair 
services. As part of the investigation a laptop with a simple fault, rigged to ensure that 
its webcam covertly filmed “repairs”, was deposited at Laptop Revival in 
Hammersmith. He used his access to the machine to attempt to access Facebook, eBay 
and online banking accounts using a “password file” left on the machine. A total of six 
attempts were made to access the online banking account, Sky News reports. Sky News 
passed on the results of its investigation to the Met Police, who subsequently charged 
the suspect with attempted fraud. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/09/corrupt_comp_repair_tech_jailed/ 

13. August 7, Computerworld – (International) Alleged RBS WorldPay hacker 
extradited to U.S. One of the alleged masterminds of a 2008 precision strike on 

 

http://www.ksn.com/news/local/story/Investigators-say-falling-hot-metal-caused/ds7zNHI8f06QjpCvXhleGw.cspx
http://www.ksn.com/news/local/story/Investigators-say-falling-hot-metal-caused/ds7zNHI8f06QjpCvXhleGw.cspx
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700054456/HAFB-criticized-again-over-handling-of-nuke-related-items.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700054456/HAFB-criticized-again-over-handling-of-nuke-related-items.html
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/09/corrupt_comp_repair_tech_jailed/
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payment processor RBS WorldPay has been extradited from Estonia to face U.S. 
justice. The 26-year-old suspect, of Tallinn, Estonia, was arraigned August 6 in federal 
court in Atlanta. He faces a variety of hacking and fraud charges connected to one of 
the most successful computer crimes ever. Prosecutors say that the suspect was one of 
the leaders of a gang that managed to hack into the RBS WorldPay network, and then 
clone payroll debit cards — used by employees to withdraw their salaries from debit 
and ATM machines on payday. They distributed the cards to a worldwide network of 
cashiers, who were instructed to withdraw money within a 12-hour window. Hitting 
2,100 ATMs, they took in $9.4 million, prosecutors say. RBS WorldPay is the payment 
processing division of the Royal Bank of Scotland Group. As the money was leaving 
the network, the suspect and the group’s mastermind monitored the RBS WorldPay 
systems and then attempt to cover their footsteps by destroying data, prosecutors say. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180340/Alleged_RBS_WorldPay_hacker_ex
tradited_to_U.S. 

14. August 7, Bank Info Security – (National) One bank fails on Aug. 6. Federal and state 
banking regulators closed one bank August 6. Earlier in the week, the National Credit 
Union Administration closed two institutions. There have now been 123 total banking 
failures so far in 2010. Ravenswood Bank, Chicago, Illinois, was closed by the Illinois 
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation - Division of Banking. The 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) was appointed receiver. The FDIC 
entered into a purchase and assumption agreement with Northbrook Bank and Trust 
Company, Northbrook, Illinois, to assume all of the deposits of Ravenswood Bank. The 
estimated cost to the Deposit Insurance Fund (DIF) will be $68.1 million. To recap the 
credit union failures from earlier in the week of August 2: The NCUA liquidated 
Certified Federal Credit Union of Commerce, California, on July 31. The NCUA 
immediately signed an agreement with Vons Employees Federal Credit Union of El 
Monte, California, to assume the assets and liabilities of Certified. Certified had $37.6 
million in assets. The NCUA has placed Kappa Alpha Psi Federal Credit Union of 
Addison, Texas, into liquidation. The NCUA made the decision to close Kappa Alpha 
Psi FCU and discontinue its operation after determining the credit union is minimally 
capitalized and there are no reasonable prospects for the credit union to achieve 
adequate capitalization. Kappa Alpha Psi had $780,000 in assets. 
Source: http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2828 

15. August 6, Bank Info Security – (Texas) Fraud spree hits Texas town. Police in Sanger, 
Texas, say hackers stole credit and debit card information from at least 200 Sanger area 
residents. Reports of fraudulent charges are occurring all over the United States, says a 
Sanger police Detective. Sanger is 50 miles northwest of Dallas. The source of the 
stolen card data is a compromised server that stored information transmitted to payment 
processors for credit cards at an unidentified Sanger business. The stolen credit card 
account numbers were likely sold to criminals who created counterfeit or “cloned” 
cards. Fraud reports began appearing July 20. They involve eight to 10 area banks, and 
about 200 instances have been reported so far. The Denton County Sheriff’s Office in 
Texas also has received reports from residents who have been caught up in the massive 
fraud. According to sheriff’s reports, one man said his Texas Work Commission debit 

http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180340/Alleged_RBS_WorldPay_hacker_extradited_to_U.S.
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180340/Alleged_RBS_WorldPay_hacker_extradited_to_U.S.
http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2828
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card was used at a store in Arizona, and a woman reported that her card was used in 
North Carolina. The criminals who perpetrated the card data theft were not local 
residents. “At this time we don’t believe local people are involved in the crime,” he 
says. “We’ve turned over information to the Secret Service and are working with them 
on the case.” 
Source: http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2823 

16. August 5, San Francisco Chronicle – (California) Ex-bank manager pleads guilty in 
fraud. A former San Jose bank manager is expected to spend six years in state prison 
after pleading guilty to embezzling more than $550,000, primarily from elderly clients, 
police said. The 37-year-old suspect entered guilty pleas July 30 to theft from an elder, 
fraud and forgery, drawing to a close an investigation by the financial crimes division 
of the San Jose Police Department. The suspect has agreed to pay $553,000 in 
restitution to Wells Fargo Bank, which has already reimbursed the customers he 
victimized, said a Santa Clara County deputy district attorney. He is expected to be 
sentenced on October 5. Investigators believe  the suspect victimized customers of the 
Wells Fargo Bank on Lincoln Avenue in San Jose, where he used to be a manager. The 
thefts continued even after the susepct left the bank in February 2009, police said. He 
would visit people at their homes, talk them into making investments and then steer 
their cashier checks his way, investigators said. The case began in January, after a 
customer and her daughter visited the branch. The daughter wanted to know why her 
mother was being visited by a bank employee and why her investments were not 
showing up in her account. When there was no satisfactory answer from bank officials, 
the daughter called the police.  
Source: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/08/05/BAEM1EONVL.DTL 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

17. August 9, BNO News – (Alaska) Eagle sucked into engine of Seattle-bound Alaska 
Airlines plane during takeoff in Sitka, AK. An Alaska Airlines passenger plane was 
forced to abort takeoff the morning of August 8 when an Eagle was sucked into one of 
its engines, a spokesman for the airline said. Alaska Airlines flight 68, a Boeing 737-
400, was in the process of taking off from Sitka Rocky Gutierrez Airport on Japonski 
Island when the pilots saw an Eagle flying in front of them. It was then sucked into the 
left engine. The Director of Corporate Communications at Alaska Airlines said the 
engine was automatically shut down when the large bird of prey was sucked into the 
engine. The pilots immediately aborted takeoff, according to procedures, and came to a 
halt about halfway down the runway. Another aircraft was flown in from Anchorage to 
fly the 134 passengers and 5 crew members to its original destination in Seattle. 
Source: http://wireupdate.com/local/eagle-sucked-into-engine-of-seattle-bound-alaska-
airlines-plane-during-takeoff-in-sitka-ak/ 

18. August 9, Reuters – (National) US FAA orders fixes in Boeing 747s. The U.S. Federal 
Aviation Administration has proposed mandatory fixes to Boeing 747-400 airliners to 

http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2823
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/08/05/BAEM1EONVL.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/08/05/BAEM1EONVL.DTL
http://wireupdate.com/local/eagle-sucked-into-engine-of-seattle-bound-alaska-airlines-plane-during-takeoff-in-sitka-ak/
http://wireupdate.com/local/eagle-sucked-into-engine-of-seattle-bound-alaska-airlines-plane-during-takeoff-in-sitka-ak/
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ensure that concerns about potentially hazardous takeoffs are addressed, the Wall Street 
Journal said. The U.S. air-safety regulator, the week of August 2, moved to require 
certain engine-related wiring changes. According to the agency, the fixes are necessary 
to avoid potentially dangerous retraction of flaps, or panels that deploy from the wings 
to provide extra lift during takeoffs. FAA said that the retracting flaps during critical 
early phases of flight could result in reduced climb performance and consequent 
collision with terrain and obstacles, the paper said. The regulators directive will cover 
nearly 100 Boeing 747s flown by U.S. carriers and equipped with engines 
manufactured by both General Electric and Pratt & Whitney. A Boeing spokeswoman 
told the paper that the company issued service bulletins earlier this year urging airlines 
to voluntarily make the modifications, but only the FAA can mandate U.S. carriers to 
make such fixes. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSSGE6780AQ20100809 

19. August 8, Washington Post – (District of Columbia) Rider recounts ‘frightening’ teen 
fight on Metro. Passenger at Metro’s Gallery Place station got caught up August 5 in a 
massive brawl that officials say involved as many as 70 people, led to three arrests and 
put four people in the hospital. Metro Transit Police have charged three District 
teenagers in the fight that began at the Gallery Place Station about 11 p.m., continued 
on the train and spilled onto the platform for the Green and Yellow lines at L’Enfant 
Plaza Station. It is unclear how many people in the crowd were fighting. The Gallery 
Place neighborhood in Northwest Washington has become a popular hangout for 
teenagers, and the D.C. police department has enhanced its presence in the area. One 
District of Columbia Council member said he thinks the answer is an earlier curfew. 
Transit police were investigating what sparked the incident and reviewing videotape. 
No weapons were recovered at the scene, said a Metro spokeswoman. Of the four 
people who were taken to the hospital Friday, three remained under observation. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/08/07/AR2010080701992.html 

20. August 8, Associated Press – (Maryland) Coast Guard helicopter intercepts plane in 
D.C. area. A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter intercepted a small plane in the Washington 
region. The North American Aerospace Defense Command says the helicopter from 
Reagan National Airport intercepted a Cessna 172 general aviation aircraft that was not 
in radio communication on the evening of August 7. Officials say shortly after the 
plane was intercepted, it landed without incident at Potomac Airfield in Fort 
Washington, Maryland. 
Source: http://www.wtop.com/?sid=2022420&nid=708 

For more stories, see items 4 and 5  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

21. August 6, KTVT 11 Fort Worth – (Texas) 13 white powder letters delivered in DFW 
area. The FBI and U.S. Postal Inspectors confirm they are investigating the delivery of 

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSSGE6780AQ20100809
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/08/07/AR2010080701992.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/08/07/AR2010080701992.html
http://www.wtop.com/?sid=2022420&nid=708
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more suspicious letters in North Texas. They now say the total number of letters is 13, 
following the discovery of the newest one in North Dallas late Friday afternoon. The 
first letters were found on August 5. By 5 p.m. six letters containing white powder had 
been delivered to locations across the metroplex. By 11 a.m. on August 6 CBS 11 
News learned of five additional letters that had been received. By 5 p.m. on the 6th, the 
total had risen to 13, according to investigators. Four additional letters arrived the 
morning of August 6th. They were delivered to a company in Arlington, the Raytheon 
in Garland, another aerospace company in Grand Prairie, a Raytheon plant on the 
property of Texas Instruments in Dallas, and Rocket Air Supply company on 111th 
Street in Arlington. Friday afternoon it was learned that two letters were also found at a 
Raytheon office in the Boston area. There is no word on if all the letters were sent from 
the same person or location and investigators. While federal officials would not say if 
the envelopes contained anything besides the white powder, they are investigating if all 
of the letter deliveries are related, including an additional one found in the mail room of 
the Israeli Embassy in Washington. 
Source: http://cbs11tv.com/local/white.powder.suspicious.2.1846680.html 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

22. August 9, Money Times – (National) Tainted pet food behind human salmonella 
outbreak—study. Tainted pet food may be the reason behind human salmonella 
outbreak, findings of a new U.S. research suggests. According to the study, dry pet 
food and cross-contamination after feeding a pet in the kitchen is responsible for 
salmonellosis outbreak in 21 eastern U.S. states between 2006 and 2008. The outbreak 
sickened 79 people, with almost 48 percent of the cases occurring among children 
under age 2, according to CDC veterinary epidemiologist and study’s coauthor. As the 
salmonella can transmit from pet food to humans easily, the epidemiologist said, 
“Children don’t have to put pet foods in their mouths to become ill.” No known cases 
of human salmonella linked with wet pet food have been reported, investigators 
highlighted. 
Source: http://www.themoneytimes.com/featured/20100809/tainted-pet-food-behind-
human-salmonella-outbreakstudy-id-10123754.html 

23. August 9, Lodi News-Sentinel – (California) Lodi vineyards could face a 
quarantine. Ninety-seven square miles of vineyards in the Lodi, California, area could 
face a quarantine after San Joaquin County officials detected two European grapevine 
moths, which can severely damage grapes. The executive director of the Lodi-
Woodbridge Winegrape Commission said there is no cause for alarm. “A quarantine 
means you have to handle it in a specified way,” he said. “That’s an inconvenience. It’s 
not going to prevent you from harvesting or selling your grapes.” The moths were 
detected the week of August 2 by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the 
California Department of Food and Agriculture, according to a county agricultural 
commissioner. The moths were detected in Napa County in September 2009 and later 
in Sonoma, Solano, Mendocino, Merced and Fresno counties. San Joaquin County and 
state inspectors will place nearly 2,400 traps in commercial vineyards within a 97-

http://www.themoneytimes.com/featured/20100809/tainted-pet-food-behind-human-salmonella-outbreakstudy-id-10123754.html
http://www.themoneytimes.com/featured/20100809/tainted-pet-food-behind-human-salmonella-outbreakstudy-id-10123754.html
http://cbs11tv.com/local/white.powder.suspicious.2.1846680.html
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square-mile area. 
Source: http://www.modbee.com/2010/08/09/1286354/lodi-vineyards-could-face-a-
quarantine.html 

24. August 8, Associated Press – (Connecticut; Vermont) Conn. maple syrup production 
drops. Agriculture officials say the unusually warm spring switched sugar maples early 
from making sap to blooming their buds, lowering maple syrup production in four 
Connecticut counties by 30 percent. The governor says the drop has prompted the 
government to offer federal disaster loans to maple syrup producers and small farm-
related businesses in Litchfield, Middlesex, New Haven and Windham counties. About 
200 maple syrup producers in Connecticut made about 13,000 gallons in 2009, but only 
9,000 this year. The U.S. Department of Agriculture says nationwide, maple syrup 
production dropped 19 percent because of the warm spring. Vermont is the nation’s 
largest maple producer with a 2010 crop of 890,000 gallons. 
Source: http://www.wtnh.com/dpp/news/litchfield_cty/conn.-maple-syrup-production-
drops 

25. August 8, WKBW 7 Buffalo – (New York) Cookies blamed for food poisoning. Four 
people were hospitalized with food poisoning symptoms and they suspect tainted 
cookies are to blame. The Sheriff’s Office in Erie County, New York, is investigating 
the case of five boaters who became ill after they say they ate cookies at the River Oaks 
Marina on Grand Island August 7. One of the boaters refused to go to the hospital. 
Source: http://www.wkbw.com/news/local/Cookies-Blamed-for-Food-Poisoning-
100230909.html 

26. August 5, Associated Press – (Michigan; Illinois) Scientists: Carp may have been 
planted near lake. A 3-foot-long Asian carp discovered in a Chicago waterway near 
Lake Michigan appears to have spent most of its life there and may have been planted 
by humans who did not know what type of fish it was or the environmental risk it 
posed, researchers said August 5. Tests of chemical markers in the bighead carp 
suggest it was not a recent arrival to the waterway and probably did not get there by 
evading an electric barrier meant to prevent the species from infesting the Great Lakes, 
said a fisheries biologist at Southern Illinois University Carbondale. He acknowledged 
the findings were not certain because of incomplete data and were based on a number 
of assumptions. The 20-pound bighead was netted June 22 in Lake Calumet on 
Chicago’s South Side, about six miles from Lake Michigan. It was the first Asian carp 
seen above the barrier, although scientists have reported numerous findings of their 
DNA in waterways between the barrier and Lake Michigan. 
Source: http://www.detnews.com/article/20100805/METRO/8050455/1409/metro 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

27. August 8, Wilkes-Barre Times Leader – (Pennsylvania) Contamination no threat to 
water, WP Council says. West Pittston, Pennsylvania Council told residents August 3 
that the oil contamination found while excavating the sewer line project near Fifth 

http://www.modbee.com/2010/08/09/1286354/lodi-vineyards-could-face-a-quarantine.html
http://www.modbee.com/2010/08/09/1286354/lodi-vineyards-could-face-a-quarantine.html
http://www.wtnh.com/dpp/news/litchfield_cty/conn.-maple-syrup-production-drops
http://www.wtnh.com/dpp/news/litchfield_cty/conn.-maple-syrup-production-drops
http://www.wkbw.com/news/local/Cookies-Blamed-for-Food-Poisoning-100230909.html
http://www.wkbw.com/news/local/Cookies-Blamed-for-Food-Poisoning-100230909.html
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100805/METRO/8050455/1409/metro
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Street is not likely to pose a health hazard to the borough’s water supplies. The 
assessment by an independent agency indicates that the soil is contaminated, not water, 
and although formal results have not been made public, the substance appears to be 
similar to creosote. The area was used for storage of telephone poles in the 1930s, and 
that could be the source of the contamination, council members noted. The Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) is handling the remediation costs related to the site, 
and it is unlikely that the borough will face any financial costs related to the work, or 
the temporary stoppage DEP required, council said. The contamination was far lower in 
the ground than the depth at which the borough’s water lines ran, residents were 
advised. Because of that, it was unlikely that any danger to the water supply existed. 
Work on the Exeter Avenue sewers might have an impact on some of the 100-plus year 
old trees that line the road, however. 
Source: 
http://www.timesleader.com/pittstondispatch/news/Contamination_no_threat_to_water
__WP_Council_says_08-07-2010.html 

28. August 5, Los Angeles Times – (California) Water main break floods downtown L.A. 
street. A water main in downtown Los Angeles, California broke August 5, shutting 
down a portion of a busy street as gushing water flooded businesses. About two dozen 
firefighters sought to divert the water flow from businesses with tarps, brooms and 
makeshift dikes, said a Los Angeles Fire Department spokesman. Others worked to 
pump out flooded basements and help business owners salvage their belongings. There 
were no injuries or evacuations. One commercial customer was left without water 
service after the 12-inch cast iron main broke at 6th and Los Angeles street. The break 
was reported about 8:30 p.m. 
Source: http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/08/water-main-break-floods-
downtown-la-street.html 

[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

29. August 9, KPBS.org – (California) CDC asks for more whooping cough tests. The 
Centers for Disease Control is encouraging California doctors to do more advanced 
tests to diagnose whooping cough. CDC scientists have collected only seven biological 
samples of the illness since the state-wide epidemic began this year. Whooping cough, 
also known as pertussis, is a respiratory illness caused from bacteria. Different strains 
of bacteria can cause the disease. There have been 2,500 whooping cough cases 
confirmed so far this year in California. But CDC scientists have bacterial cultures for 
just seven of those cases. Labs in San Diego typically run tests that only generate a 
positive or negative result for whooping cough, rather than classifying the strain. Two 
of the seven samples the CDC is studying are from infants who died earlier this year 
from whooping cough. The California Department of health has also requested test 
samples from the San Diego baby that died of the illness last month. 
Source: http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/aug/09/cdc-asks-more-whooping-cough-tests/ 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/08/water-main-break-floods-downtown-la-street.html
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http://www.timesleader.com/pittstondispatch/news/Contamination_no_threat_to_water
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30. August 9, Examiner – (New York) Three confirmed cases of West Nile virus in 
NYC. A heightened alert about the risk of infection from the West Nile virus, reported 
last month, has become a reality for three New Yorkers. The New York City 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene confirms three outbreaks of the potentially 
deadly virus within the city population. The first reported case involved a 61-year-old 
Bronx man, who was hospitalized after presenting with symptoms of West Nile, which 
include headache, fever, disorientation, and extreme fatigue. The man has since been 
diagnosed with meningitis. Two Staten Island women, one 74, the other 46, have also 
contracted the virus. Both have been hospitalized. City residents are urged to eliminate 
any standing water from their property and dispose of containers that can collect water. 
The health commissioner emphasizes that “[w]arm standing water is the ideal breeding 
ground for mosquitoes,” which are the primary carriers of the virus. The public can 
further protect their homes by repairing or replacing window screens that have tears or 
holes. 
Source: http://www.examiner.com/x-34929-Manhattan-Conservative-
Examiner~y2010m8d9-Three-confirmed-cases-of-West-Nile-in-NYC 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

31. August 7, Military Times – (National) Sea lions, dolphins serve as elite Navy 
defense. Boats with intimidating displays of weapons patrol the waters at the port at 
Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base in Georgia. But if underwater intruders elude a 
patrol boat’s sophisticated electronic surveillance, something else waits in the depths 
that Navy officials say cannot be fooled. For five years, 10 California sea lions and four 
Atlantic bottlenose dolphins have provided underwater security for Ohio-class 
submarines ported at Kings Bay as part of the Swimmer Interdiction Security System. 
Dolphins are trained to use their sophisticated sonar to detect unusual underwater 
activity and report it to their handlers. A dolphin is sent back to the area with a lighted 
beacon that it releases near the intruder to alert Navy security forces. Sea lions are 
trained to carry a special cuff in their mouths that they can quickly clamp around an 
intruder’s leg. The intruder is reeled in by base security by a rope attached to the cuff, 
which can only be removed with a special key. Kings Bay is home to eight $2 billion 
Ohio-class submarines. Though they are not native to the East Coast, environmental 
studies show sea lions have no adverse environmental impact at Kings Bay. The one 
concern before they arrived was how they would interact with manatees, but it appears 
the two species are indifferent to each other. It takes about 18 months to train the 
animals in San Diego, where the Navy’s marine mammal program is based. 
Source: http://www.militarytimes.com/news/2010/08/ap_dolphins_080710/ 

32. August 7, IDG News Service – (California) Update: Network admin Terry Childs 
gets 4-year sentence. A city of San Francisco network administrator who refused to 
hand over administrative passwords to the city’s network was sentenced to four years in 
state prison Friday. The defendant was convicted in April of violating California’s 
hacking laws after he refused to hand over administrative control to the city’s 
FiberWAN network in July 2008.  Although the city’s network continued to run during 

http://www.examiner.com/x-34929-Manhattan-Conservative-Examiner%7Ey2010m8d9-Three-confirmed-cases-of-West-Nile-in-NYC
http://www.examiner.com/x-34929-Manhattan-Conservative-Examiner%7Ey2010m8d9-Three-confirmed-cases-of-West-Nile-in-NYC
http://www.militarytimes.com/news/2010/08/ap_dolphins_080710/
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the 12 days that the defendant refused to hand over control, jurors found that by 
denying the city the administrative control to its own network, he had violated state 
law. The suspect defended his actions during a long court trial, saying that he was only 
doing his job, and that his supervisor, Department of Technology and Information 
Services Chief Operations Officer was unqualified to have access to the passwords. The 
defendant eventually handed over the passwords to the San Francisco mayor.  
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180339/Update_Network_admin_Terry_Chi
lds_gets_4_year_sentence 

33. August 6, San Jose Mercury News – (California) Bomb threat causes brief scare at 
Stanford billing center. Palo Alto police responded August 6 to a report of a bomb 
inside the Stanford University billing center, but the threat did not even prompt an 
evacuation of the building. A Palo Alto police spokesman said officers went to the 
building at about 10:10 a.m. after learning a caller told a female employee there was a 
bomb inside the center at 2690 Hanover St. The caller did not say where the bomb was 
or when it was set to go off. “The person said there was a bomb on site and hung up,” 
the spokesman said. The patient billing and customer service center is directly across 
the street from Palo Alto Fire Department’s Station 2. About a half dozen officers 
combed the center, as well as an adjacent building, and determined the threat was not 
credible by about 11:10 a.m. A false bomb threat prompted the evacuation of City Hall 
on January 7. In that case, the caller said the bomb was inside the police department 
and would be detonated within an hour of the call. The spokesman said because the 
August 6 bomb threat was called through a “trunk line,” it will be difficult to trace its 
origin and conduct a follow-up investigation. 
Source: http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_15700361?nclick_check=1 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

34. August 9, Free Lance Star – (Virginia) Poor training factored in fatal Va. fire. Some 
Spotsylvania County fire and rescue volunteers are in leadership roles even though they 
do not have basic firefighting training. The County administrator will lead a special 
meeting August 28 with county fire and rescue officials and volunteers at Germanna 
Community College to discuss how to make sure they get that training. The county 
administrator said he hopes the meeting of paid and volunteer officials will result in 
minimum training requirements for all fire and rescue personnel. “We are trying to get 
buy-in from all of the organizations that we need to have minimum training 
requirements,” the county administrator said. “Then we need to figure out, how do we 
go about doing that?” Spotsylvania County has a combined system of more than 300 
volunteers and about 110 paid personnel. The county administrator has made changes 
to the fire and rescue system in the wake of a February 5 fatal house fire in which 
firefighters struggled to find the victim even though she had been on the phone with a 
911 dispatcher pleading for help. Several experts who reviewed dispatch recordings 
and other details about that fire strongly criticized the response, saying there was a lack 
of leadership and no control of the scene. The county administrator has given the 

http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180339/Update_Network_admin_Terry_Childs_gets_4_year_sentence
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9180339/Update_Network_admin_Terry_Childs_gets_4_year_sentence
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county’s three volunteer agencies — Chancellor Volunteer Fire and Rescue, 
Spotsylvania Volunteer Fire Department and Spotsylvania Volunteer Rescue Squad — 
until August 24 to supply him with a list of training certifications for all members. 
Source: http://www.firehouse.com/topics/leadership-and-command/poor-training-
factored-fatal-va-fire 

35. August 9, Fort Worth Star Telegram – (Texas) Texas dept. drops EMS 
requirement. In anticipation of what he calls a “retirement bubble,” the Arlington Fire 
Chief has removed the requirement that prospective firefighters already be trained in 
emergency medical procedures. Nearly 40 percent of the city’s sworn firefighters are 
eligible for retirement. So to open the doors to more applicants, the department has 
dropped all certification prerequisites for the first time in two decades. The city will 
now pay for firefighters to get their required EMT-Intermediate certification, which is 
just below paramedic status, as well as their firefighter certification, the fire chief said. 
“The retirement bubble is pending. Our organization is going to have a significant 
turnover in five years,” said a 28-year veteran who replaced the retired chief in July. 
“We are going to need a fairly large pool of recruits to sustain that turnover.” The 
department is accepting applications through August 31 and will consider the first 
2,000. 
Source: http://www.firehouse.com/topics/careers/texas-dept-drops-ems-requirement 

[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

36. August 9, The Register – (International) DNS made easy rallies after punishing DDoS 
attack. DNS Made Easy has restored services following a vicious denial of service that 
peaked at 50Gbps August 7. The identity of the perpetrators and their motives remain 
unclear. One possible scenario is that hackers with a grudge against the site hired a 
botnet to swamp DNS Made Easy with useless traffic. The firm said it experienced 1.5 
hours of actual downtime during the attack, which lasted eight hours. Carriers including 
Level3, GlobalCrossing, Tinet, Tata, and Deutsche Telekom assisted in blocking the 
attack, which due to its size flooded network backbones with junk. DNS Made Easy 
specializes in global IP Anycast enterprise DNS services, so it is not exactly a likely 
target for internet attacks, especially one of such ferocity. The SANS Institute’s 
Internet Storm Centre is among the many security watchers keen to learn more about 
the attack. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/09/dns_service_monster_ddos/ 

37. August 6, DarkReading – (International) Attitudes about PC and mobile device 
security converging, study says. The thought process surrounding PC and laptop 
security is quickly being integrated with strategies for protecting mobile and portable 
devices, according to a study published the week of August 2. “Managing and Securing 
Corporate and Personal Mobile Devices in Financial Services,” a study conducted by 
Forrester Consulting on behalf of Fiberlink Communications Corp., collects feedback 
from financial services IT leaders on the top security priorities for personal mobile 
devices. More than half of financial services enterprises already support personally 

http://www.firehouse.com/topics/careers/texas-dept-drops-ems-requirement
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owned mobile devices, according to the study. More than one-third of the IT 
professionals indicated that their enterprise supports multiple mobile operating systems 
(OSs), with 10 percent supporting four or more. In an effort to avoid getting spread too 
thin, IT often provides minimal support for these OSs, introducing vulnerabilities and 
threats, the report says. Eighty-six percent of respondents have already deployed a 
strong password policy for smartphones, the study says. Other popularly deployed 
strategies include full disk encryption (71 percent), remote lock/wipe (64 percent), and 
asset and activity visibility and management (66 percent) across all types of mobile 
devices.  
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/insiderthreat/security/client/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=
226600168&subSection=End+user/client+security 

38. August 6, V3.co.uk – (International) Experts uncover flaws in ‘private 
browsing’. Security experts have warned that many claims about the resilience of 
‘secure browsing’ features are overstated, and that private surfing may be anything but. 
The researchers at Stanford University are due to discuss their findings at the Usenix 
Security Symposium in Washington. The top four browsers - Internet Explorer, 
Firefox, Safari and Chrome - suffer from weak security in their secure browsing 
options, according to the report, and often fail to prevent user history being exposed. 
The browsers are also inconsistent in the way they deliver private browsing. Firefox 
and Chrome protect against web attacks, for example, but Safari protects only against 
local access. Firefox treats elements of its security differently, according to the 
research, and exposes some detail even in secure mode. All four browsers contain 
“privacy violations”, the report said.  
Source: http://www.v3.co.uk/v3/news/2267785/secure-browsing-secure 

39. August 6, V3.co.uk – (International) Spam analysis shows that it pays to be polite. A 
study of the words used in different types of junk email has revealed some of the tactics 
used by spammers. MessageLabs Intelligence studied shortened URL spam, and split 
the data into four types: sales, phishing, malware and targeted attacks. In each case the 
security firm classified the words used in the headers into a top 10 format. The most 
common word in sales spam is ‘Viagra’, reflecting the popularity of pharmaceutical 
spam, which makes up around three quarters of all sales spam. ‘Prices’ is the second 
most common word, followed by ‘special’ and ‘discount’. The top word for phishing 
and malware spam is ‘account’, highlighting the financial targets commonly sought by 
the spammers. ‘PayPal’ is popular with phishers, while malware writers favour 
‘attached’ or ‘attachment’. However, ‘please’ was the top word for targeted attacks, and 
it was also in the top five for phishing and malware spam. A senior analyst at 
MessageLabs Intelligence told V3.co.uk that politeness is a key factor in successful 
spam.  
Source: http://www.v3.co.uk/v3/news/2267738/spam-analysis-shows-pays-polite 

40. August 6, The Register – (International) Unpatched kernel-level vuln affects all 
Windows versions. Researchers have identified a kernel-level vulnerability in 
Windows that allows attackers to gain escalated privileges and may also allow them to 
remotely execute malicious code. All versions of the Microsoft OS are affected, 
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including the heavily fortified Windows 7. The buffer overflow, which was originally 
reported here, can be exploited to escalate privileges or crash vulnerable machines, IT 
research company Vupen said. The flaw may also allow attackers to execute arbitrary 
code with kernel privileges. The bug resides in the “CreateDIBPalette()” function of a 
device driver known as “Win32k.sys.” It is exploited by pasting a large number of 
color values into an improperly allocated buffer, potentially allowing attackers to sneak 
in malicious payloads, vulnerability tracking service Secunia warned. It affects fully 
patched installations of every supported Windows platform, from Windows XP SP 3 to 
Windows Vista, 7, and Server 2008. The latter three versions contain several defenses 
designed to lessen the effect of security vulnerabilities. It would not be surprising if 
code execution attacks were possible only on earlier versions that don’t have the 
defenses, which include DEP, or data execution prevention, and ASLR, short for 
address space layout randomization. There are no reports of the vulnerability being 
exploited in the wild. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/08/06/unpatched_windows_kernel_vuln/ 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  

 
[Return to top]  

Communications Sector 

41. August 9, Anchoarge Daily News – (Alaska) Satellite may disrupt Bush Web 
service. As many as 35,000 people in rural Alaska may lose Internet access, long-
distance phone service or both for hours at a time the week of August 9 because of a 
“zombie” satellite that has wandered off course and is expected to scramble the signals 
of the Bush’s main telecommunications provider. “Almost every single person out in 
rural Alaska uses one of those services somehow,” said a spokesman for General 
Communication Inc. GCI is airing radio ads, posting fliers and plans to send text 
messages to cell phone customers warning residents in roughly 100 communities — 
mainly in Western and Northern Alaska — of the potential outages. The disruptions to 
GCI service are expected to begin early August 11 and continue until early August 14 
in blocks of time that will last 90 minutes to 5 1/2 hours, mostly in the morning and at 
night. 
Source: http://www.adn.com/2010/08/08/1401433/zombie-satellite-likely-to-
disrupt.html 

42. August 6, Radio Ink – (West Virginia) WWVA/Wheeling back on the air. Clear 
Channel heritage News/Talker WWVA/Wheeling, West Virginia, is back on the air 
August 6 after all three of its towers were knocked down in severe storms August 4. 
The station was up August 5 from about 10:30 until 1 a.m. but, says the WWVA site, 
“technical difficulties” knocked it off the air again for a few hours until the morning of 
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August 6. WWVA is operating for now at reduced power and with temporary 
equipment, but says the signal “covers the listening area extremely well.” There is no 
word yet on when the 50,000-watt station will be back to full power. The station site 
also has a video walkthrough of the tower site and a striking aerial photo of the leveled 
towers. With WWVA back on the air, Adult Standards clustermate WBBD, which 
temporarily took over WWVA’s programming, has gone back to its regular lineup. 
Source: http://www.radioink.com/Article.asp?id=1905969&spid=24698 

43. August 6, Huber Heights Chronicle – (Ohio) Lightning damages WSWO radio, FM 
101.1 and 97.7. WSWO radio, FM 101.1 and 97.7, had their Huber Heights, Ohio, 
studios damaged by lightning on the morning of August 4. The evaluation of damage 
by station engineers is continuing at “Ultimate Oldies Radio.” According to the Station 
Manager, an antenna on the roof of the studios at 6126 Chambersburg Road took a 
direct lightning hit. An antenna, transmission cables and grounding wires were 
destroyed. The lightning traveled through the antenna cables into the studios, where 
over $10,000 worth of equipment was damaged. Items already identified as inoperable 
include a just-purchased mixer board, power supplies, an automation computer, a radio 
receiver for relaying remote events, an FM processor and a microwave transmitter. The 
station manager estimates the live broadcast capability at the studios will be out four to 
six weeks. All programming will continue from an automation computer running at the 
station’s transmitter site. 
Source: 
http://www.tcnewsnet.com/main.asp?SectionID=3&SubSectionID=3&ArticleID=1540
30 

For another story, see item 36  
 
[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

44. August 9, KTLA 5 Los Angeles – (California) W Hotel evacuated due to man making 
bomb threats from roof. Guests were evacuated as a man reportedly barricaded 
himself on the roof the W Hotel in Hollywood, California, shouting to anyone that 
would hear him that he had a bomb. A man stood on the roof for several hours August 
8 and made threats. Witnesses say the man was acting belligerently, claimed to have a 
bomb, and was uncooperative with authorities. Authorities say the man may have a 
mental health problem. The hotel was reportedly surrounded by squad cars and a 
helicopter after it was evacuated. By 6:00 p.m. the man was arrested and taken into 
custody by the Los Angeles Police Department, Hollywood Division, officers 
confirmed. The incident is under investigation. 
Source: http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/ktla-w-hotel-bomb-threat,0,4148606.story 

45. August 9, Oregon Statesman Journal – (Oregon) Suspicious device prompts 
evacuation of aquatic center. Woodburn Police police say a suspicious device was 
placed outside a Woodburn, Oregon aquatic center. It was found before 1 p.m. August 
8 by an aquatic center employee. Authorities evacuated the facility. The Oregon State 
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Police Bomb Squad was called to the scene to examine the device, which later was 
determined to be non-explosive. Authorities are not releasing details about the device, 
citing an ongoing investigation. 
Source: http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20100809/NEWS/8090326/1001 

46. August 6, Contra Costsa Times – (California) Suspicious device at Concord park not 
a bomb, police say. A suspicious device found at Newhall Park in Walnut Creek, 
California that prompted a bomb squad response this morning was not an explosive, 
police said. Someone called police about 9 a.m. to report the discovery, near one of the 
park’s picnic areas. The Walnut Creek Police Bomb Squad, which serves the entire 
county, was summoned and determined that the device was not dangerous. The 
suspicious object was the fourth found at the park in about two weeks. Three of them 
turned out to be actual explosives. Police found two viable pipe bombs July 21 and one 
other July 23. The bomb squad safely detonated the devices. It is still unknown who left 
those bombs in the park or why. Concord police find a handful of unexploded bombs in 
public places each year, but it is rare for them to find so many in a single place. 
Source: http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_15696026 

[Return to top]  

National Monuments and Icons Sector 

47. August 9, Pocono Record – (New Jersey) Wildfire closes national park hiking trails 
in N.J. A wildfire burning in Worthington State Forest has forced some hiking trails to 
close in the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, which adjoins the state 
forest in New Jersey. The following trails are closed until further notice to ensure 
public and firefighter safety: Kaiser Trail: The 2-mile trail is closed from the trailhead 
on Old Mine Road to the Appalachian Trail; Coppermine Trail: The 1.8-mile trail is 
closed from the trailhead on Old Mine Road to the Appalachian Trail at Camp Road; 
Appalachian Trail: The trail is closed from the Mohican Outdoor Center south to Holly 
Spring. Hikers will follow alternate routes along nearby roads. The Appalachian Trail 
is open from the Dunnfield Creek trailhead north to Holly Spring. National Park 
Service firefighters from Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area and Upper 
Delaware Scenic and Recreational River are assisting the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection, Division of Parks and Forestry, with the fire suppression 
effort. 
Source: 
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100809/NEWS/8090316 

48. August 9, KansasCity.com – (Missouri) 2,400 marijuana plants found in southeast 
Missouri sweep. A three-day marijuana eradication effort in southeast Missouri led 
authorities to nearly 2,400 plants. The Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic reports 
the recent operation involved nearly 25 officers from the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, Missouri State Highway Patrol, SEMO Drug Task Force, U.S. Forest 
Service and sheriff’s offices in Ripley and Butler counties. The operation focused 
primarily on public lands, including Mark Twain National Forest. One person was 
arrested for cultivating marijuana; another was arrested on a methamphetamine-related 

http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20100809/NEWS/8090326/1001
http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_15696026
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100809/NEWS/8090316
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charge. 
Source: http://www.kansascity.com/2010/08/09/2137756/2400-marijuana-plants-found-
in.html 

49. August 8, Arizona Republic – (Wyoming) Arizona fugitives in Yellowstone National 
Park, police say. Two escaped Arizona convicts and a Mesa, Arizona, woman 
suspected in the slaying of an Oklahoma couple were believed to be in Yellowstone 
National Park on August 8 and becoming increasingly desperate, authorities said. A 
$40,000 reward is being offered for information leading to the fugitives. With the trio 
connected to the killing of two campers in New Mexico as well as the hijacking of at 
least two other people, authorities said anyone who comes in contact with them is in 
danger. It is believed the trio has split up since arriving in Wyoming, said a supervisory 
deputy U.S. marshal for the district of Arizona. The 45-year-old Mesa man was serving 
time for the attempted murder of a police officer, and his fiancee, 44, have parted ways 
with a convicted murderer, 42. More than 100 law-enforcement agents, including 
marshals from Arizona, were zeroing in on the national park, which is filled with 
campers and tourists. 
Source: http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/2010/08/08/20100808-
arizona-fugitives-escape-yellowstone-national-park.html 

50. August 8, Reno Gazette-Journal – (California) Crews progressing on bar fire. Fire 
crews continue to make progress on the Bar Fire in Plumas County, California, 
northwest of Reno and in the Wolf Creek Fire southwest of Minden in the Carson-
Iceberg Wilderness Area of the Stanislaus National Forest in California. The Bar Fire, 
about 4 miles east of Beldon, Calif., and north of California 70, was about 75 percent 
contained, firefighters said August 7. The latest estimate is that the fire has burned 
1,040 acres. Crews now expect to have a line completely around the fire August 11. 
Firefighters believe growth potential is low, but they warn there could be flareups 
inside the fire line as happened on the afternoon of August 6 when smoke was visible 
to drivers on California 70. About 130 firefighters remain, including seven fire engines 
and three helicopters. All roads and recreation sites are open. The fire started July 31 
and the cause remains under investigation. 
Source: http://www.rgj.com/article/20100808/NEWS/8080354/1321/Crews-
progressing-on-bar-fire 
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Dams Sector 

51. August 9, BBC – (International) Troops in China blast a dam to release flood 
water. Troops have begun blasting through rubble from a landslide blocking a river in 
western China in an attempt to prevent further floods. Torrential rain caused the 
landslides which hit Zhouqu county in Gansu province August 8. Some 127 people are 
known to have died and almost 1,300 remain missing. Water had begun to build up 
dangerously behind the landslide dam and the blasts have allowed some water to drain 
away safely easing the pressure. Thousands of people who live downstream from the 
dam have been evacuated. The dead, wrapped in blankets, are being collected by rescue 

http://www.kansascity.com/2010/08/09/2137756/2400-marijuana-plants-found-in.html
http://www.kansascity.com/2010/08/09/2137756/2400-marijuana-plants-found-in.html
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/2010/08/08/20100808-arizona-fugitives-escape-yellowstone-national-park.html
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/2010/08/08/20100808-arizona-fugitives-escape-yellowstone-national-park.html
http://www.rgj.com/article/20100808/NEWS/8080354/1321/Crews-progressing-on-bar-fire
http://www.rgj.com/article/20100808/NEWS/8080354/1321/Crews-progressing-on-bar-fire
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workers but the government has not yet updated their casualty figures, it was reported. 
More than 4,500 soldiers, firefighters and medical staff have been sent to Zhouqu, as 
well as helicopters and aircraft. Zhouqu county, which is part of Gannan Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture, lies in a narrow valley by the Bailong river, which was cut off 
by the landslides. 
Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-10913163 

52. August 9, KTAR – (Arizona) Crews begin work on dam bladder removal. Crews 
have started removing the remaining sections of the rubber dam at Tempe Town Lake 
in Arizona. One of the lake’s rubber bladders burst July 20 sending almost a billion 
gallons of water into the Salt River bed. A huge crane is on site lifting the 40 ton 
bladders. Crews are cutting them up for recycling. The whole process could take a 
couple of weeks. Tempe hopes to have the lake refilled by November for the Arizona 
Ironman Triathalon. 
Source: http://ktar.com/?nid=6&sid=1322825 
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