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Top Stories 

• The Associated Press reports that a tour boat headed on a whale watch with 174 people on 
board was evacuated July 3 after it ran aground on a rocky ledge in Boston Harbor and 
began taking on water. The Coast Guard said two people suffered injuries. (See item 18) 

• In a report released July 1, the U.S. Government Accountability Office said the 
Administration should pursue a national plan to develop a monitoring system for 
bioterrorism incidents and other disease threats. (See item 37) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. July 6, Associated Press – (National) Tar balls in Texas mean oil hits all 5 Gulf 
states. More than two months after oil from BP’s blown-out seafloor well first reached 
Louisiana, a bucket’s worth of tar balls that washed onto a pair of Texas beaches means 
the crude has arrived in every Gulf state. Oil is still on the move, but the fleet of 
skimmers tapped to clean the worst-hit areas of the Gulf of Mexico is not. A string of 
storms has made the water too choppy for the boats to operate for more than a week off 

http://www.dhs.gov/
http://www.esisac.com/
http://www.esisac.com/
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Florida, Alabama and Mississippi, even though the gusher continues. The number of tar 
balls discovered in Texas is tiny compared to what has coated beaches in other Gulf 
states. Still, it provoked the quick dispatch of cleaning crews and a vow that BP PLC 
will pay for the trouble. “Any Texas shores impacted by the Deepwater spill will be 
cleaned up quickly and BP will be picking up the tab,” the Texas land commissioner 
said in a news release. 
Source: 
http://www.salon.com/news/louisiana_oil_spill/?story=/news/2010/07/06/us_gulf_oil_s
pill_70 

2. July 6, Independent Press – (New Jersey) Downed transmission line caused blaze 
along NJ Transit line in New Providence and power outages. Firefighters from five 
New Jersey towns battled a blaze that left 17,000 residences in four towns without 
electricity, officials said. Power was restored by 5:30 p.m. on July 5, according to the 
JCP&L spokesman. The blaze in a heavily wooded area along the New Jersey Transit 
rail line in New Providence was reported shortly after 1 p.m. July 5. Deputy Fire Chief 
said the blaze that occurred along a 100-yard stretch of land adjacent to the railroad 
tracks was caused by a downed 34,000 volt transmission line. Efforts to contain the fire 
were hampered by the live transmission wire spouting sparks, the Deputy Fire Chief 
said. A JCP&L spokesman said the company had not yet been able to determine the 
cause of the fallen transmission line. 
Source: 
http://www.nj.com/independentpress/index.ssf/2010/07/downed_transmission_line_cau
se.html 

3. July 5, Augusta Chronicle – (Georgia) Thomson gas explosion kills 1, injures 1: 
Spreading fire slows traffic near Interstate 20. The fire from a gas line explosion 
that injured a McDuffie County commissioner and killed his son earlier today spread 
toward Interstate 20 this afternoon causing traffic delays in Georgia. A spokesman for 
the Georgia Fire Marshal identified the victims and said a preliminary investigation 
indicates that one of the victims was operating a bulldozer on the property near 390 
Stagecoach Road and accidentally struck a Dixie Pipelines liquid propane gas line. 
McDuffie Fire Chief said the Georgia Bureau of Investigation is launching an inquiry 
into the explosion. The explosion and fire destroyed the house of another family 
member, and also started fires in nearby woods. Officials said the fire spread over more 
than 30 acres and was causing traffic backups and delays as it neared Interstate 20 near 
Mile Marker 168. 
Source: http://www.tmcnet.com/usubmit/2010/07/05/4885220.htm 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

4. July 6, Akron Beacon Journal – (Ohio) Driver dies after fertilizer tanker 
overturns. The driver of a tanker truck carrying a hazardous material died Monday 
after his vehicle crashed, spilling small amounts of the chemical fertilizer. The 75-year-

http://www.nj.com/independentpress/index.ssf/2010/07/downed_transmission_line_cause.html
http://www.nj.com/independentpress/index.ssf/2010/07/downed_transmission_line_cause.html
http://www.tmcnet.com/usubmit/2010/07/05/4885220.htm
http://www.salon.com/news/louisiana_oil_spill/?story=/news/2010/07/06/us_gulf_oil_spill_70
http://www.salon.com/news/louisiana_oil_spill/?story=/news/2010/07/06/us_gulf_oil_spill_70
http://www.salon.com/news/louisiana_oil_spill/?story=/news/2010/07/06/us_gulf_oil_spill_70
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old driver died at the scene when his 2005 Mack truck went off the side of the road, 
flipped and caught fire, authorities said. The driver, the co-owner and founder of 
Linden Propane Inc. in LaGrange Township, was delivering a 6,000-gallon load of 
anhydrous ammonia to a Sharon Township farm whose application to hold the 
chemical has sparked community outrage. State Highway Patrol troopers said the 
tanker truck was heading south on Beach Road about noon when the vehicle overturned 
near Ridgewood Road. Small amounts of anhydrous ammonia, a source of agricultural 
nitrogen that is often used as a fertilizer, leaked from the tanker. The farming chemical 
was the source of angst among dozens of residents who have objected over the past 
several months after the state approved a 12,000-gallon tank on a Beach Road farm. 
Monday, traffic was detoured around the area as local police, firefighters and hazardous 
materials workers converged on the scene. Several homes were evacuated and residents 
were offered temporary shelter by a nearby church. There were no reports of injuries to 
civilians. 
Source: http://www.ohio.com/news/97832079.html 

5. July 3, WDAF 4 Kansas City – (Missouri) Explosion on train tracks keeps fire crews 
busy in Sugar Creek. A train derailed causing a rail car to explode in Sugar Creek, 
Missouri, Saturday morning. 17 cars derailed and six cars overturned around 1 a.m. 
One car that carried a chemical called Toluene was ignited which caused an explosion. 
“The tank was filled with animal fat,” said an official. The train engineers reacted 
quickly by separating the remaining cars from the fire and moving additional dangerous 
chemicals up the tracks. The Kansas City Fire Department took two air quality 
monitors and found no toxins in the air. The train derailed near a second train and the 
diesel fuel in two locomotives also caught fire. Other derailed cars carrying potential 
hazardous material are being kept cool to avoid any additional fires. BNSF said 76 
trains had to be re-routed because of the downed line. Trains closer to the fire will be 
parked until they can be moved. Hazmat crews were also working to keep chemicals 
from leaking into the creek. BNSF continues to investigate the derailment. Early 
reports indicate a mechanical failure. A recording device on the train will be able to 
give more information on the cause. No one was injured in this accident. 
Source: http://www.fox4kc.com/news/wdaf-fire-explosion-sugar-creek-
070310,0,3762150.story 

[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

6. July 4, News Niagara – (New York) Is a Lewiston radioactive storage site 
leaking? Signs of leakage have turned up at a nuclear waste storage cell since shortly 
after it was built two dozen years ago, an engineer and chemist has told regulators. And 
some of the federal regulators responsible for the site — almost from the beginning — 
seem to have been looking the other way, she said. A former Town of Porter resident 
has recently questioned the Army Corps of Engineers on its monitoring of the 
radiological waste buried in a 10-acre cell in Lewiston. She believes the cell is leaking, 
and wants to know why officials deny it’s happening, even though nuclear waste 

http://www.fox4kc.com/news/wdaf-fire-explosion-sugar-creek-070310,0,3762150.story
http://www.fox4kc.com/news/wdaf-fire-explosion-sugar-creek-070310,0,3762150.story
http://www.ohio.com/news/97832079.html
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materials have been found outside of it. “If you find contamination,” the former 
resident said last month at a public meeting on the environmental investigation, “you 
don’t stop measuring.” But federal regulators, in some sections of the site, did just that, 
the former resident said. The former resident previously worked as an electrical 
engineer in the United Kingdom, and has an honors degree in chemistry from the 
University of Reading in that country. Here are some of the points she outlines as part 
of her rationale for believing the Interim Waste Containment Structure on the Niagara 
Falls Storage Site may be leaking: The cell was built with the intention of securing the 
waste — keeping everything out, and letting nothing in, especially water. However, 
early data from shortly after the cell was built showed rising water levels inside it. 
Monitoring stopped, and was not reinstated. Contamination was found in a well west of 
the cell in 1993, but no samples have been taken from that well since. Cesium, a 
radioactive metal stored in the cell, has been found to the east of the site, but there’s no 
record the material was ever used in operations in the immediate area where it has been 
found. 
Source: http://www.buffalonews.com/2010/07/04/1103267/is-a-radioactive-storage-
site.html 

7. July 3, Kalamazoo Gazette – (Michigan) Palisades nuclear power plant near South 
Haven resumes operations after shutdown. The Palisades nuclear power plant 
resumed operations July 3 after being shut down since June 24 because of a leak of 
radioactive water inside the facility. A Spokesman said the plant, located about five 
miles south of South Haven, was up to 80 percent power and increasing. On July 2, the 
seal of a control rod drive was replaced. The seal was leaking at a rate of one-third of a 
gallon of water per minute. The maximum allowable leak is 10 gallons per minute. The 
leak progressed to the point that the plant was taken off line now, “rather than wait until 
later in the summertime when the electric demand is in its peak.” The leak posed no 
safety threat to the surrounding area. “The leak itself is contained within a system 
which captures the water ... it’s all within piping, within tanks. Nothing gets out into 
the environment,” the spokesman said. 
Source: 
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2010/07/palisades_plant_resumes_op
erat.html 

8. July 3, Wall Street Journal – (New York) Nuclear material removed at 
hospital. Federal agents and NYPD detectives closed down West 12th Street the week 
of June 28. They entered a building and worked through the night as counterterrorism 
detectives stood watch. Their mission was to unbolt a 4,000-pound, lead-lined piece of 
equipment with enough radioactive material in it to make it a “dirty bomb” concern. 
Their location was at St. Vincent’s Hospital. The officials placed the cesium-137 blood 
irradiator inside an 8-foot-tall hazardous-materials cylinder and loaded in onto a tractor 
trailer. Then the semi, flanked by federal escort vehicles, set off on a secret cross-
country trip. It was not until they reached the storage facility in the “southwestern part 
of the country” two days later that officials were given the OK to talk about the 
mission. The big concern, according to a National Nuclear Security Administration 
official, is that the cesium, in the wrong hands, could potentially be used to make a 

http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2010/07/palisades_plant_resumes_operat.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2010/07/palisades_plant_resumes_operat.html
http://www.buffalonews.com/2010/07/04/1103267/is-a-radioactive-storage-site.html
http://www.buffalonews.com/2010/07/04/1103267/is-a-radioactive-storage-site.html
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“radiological dispersal device,” or left in a place where a large number of people could 
be exposed to it. The efforts at St. Vincent’s were unique, according to agency officials, 
because unlike most of the facilities using radioactive materials in the city, the 
hospital’s forced closure meant that something had to be done to secure the radioactive 
cesium, about the size of a soda can, inside the machine. 
Source: 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704699604575343384175611848.htm
l 

For another story, see item 32  
 
[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

9. July 6, Associated Press – (Indiana) 2 workers badly burned at Evansville 
factory. Authorities say two workers were badly burned in a flash fire at an auto parts 
factory in Evansville, Indiana. The fire department district chief says the workers at 
Guardian Automotive Trim were using a chemical to clean a paint booth Monday when 
a halogen light was knocked onto the floor and ignited the fumes. The chief said the 
initial explosion was out quickly, but the workers’ clothing caught on fire. The man and 
woman were taken to Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville, Tennessee, 
for treatment of their burns. 
Source: http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-in-workersburned,0,561304.story 

10. July 6, Connecticut Post – (Connecticut) Factory ablaze in Bridgeport. Firefighters 
responded to the scene of a three-alarm fire at a factory on Hancock Avenue July 6. 
The blaze at MJ Metals on 201 Hancock Ave. was punctuated by several explosions, 
according to witnesses. Chemicals were among the materials caught up in the blaze that 
ignited shortly after 8 a.m. Initial indications were that there are no serious injuries, and 
the fire was quickly brought under control. 
Source: http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Factory-ablaze-in-Bridgeport-566700.php 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

11. July 5, WBIR 10 Knoxville – (Tennessee) 37 people arrested after protests at Y-12 
nuclear weapons plant. More than three dozen people were arrested after a protest at 
the Y-12 nuclear weapons plant in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, around 10 am Monday 
morning. According to the Oak Ridge Chief of Police, his department arrested 23 
people for blocking a roadway at the Y-12 plant. All of those people were taken to the 
Anderson County Detention Facility for processing and were released with state 
misdemeanor citations. The chief says an additional 14 people were arrested by U.S. 
Marshal’s on federal trespassing charges, for scaling the fences at Y-12 to get on the 
property. Those people were taken to Blount County’s Detention Facility. The 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-in-workersburned,0,561304.story
http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Factory-ablaze-in-Bridgeport-566700.php
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704699604575343384175611848.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704699604575343384175611848.html


 - 6 - 

protesters were commemorating the 30th anniversary of the initial “Plowshares” anti-
nuclear weapons protest that took place in 1980. Another man, described as an “anti-
protestor protestor,” was charged with disorderly conduct after driving his truck into a 
crowd of protestors, honking his horn repeatedly and getting rowdy with police. He 
may also face additional charges. The chief says there were no injuries reported and 
that all the protestors were arrested peacefully. 
Source: http://www.wbir.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=126141&catid=2 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

12. July 6, Bank Info Security – (National) Bank Failures: 2010 Pace Exceeds 
2009. Although there were no bank failures to report on the Fourth of July, midway 
through 2010, there have been more than twice the number of failed banks and credit 
unions as was seen at this same point in 2009. There have been 96 failures — 86 banks 
and 10 credit unions — so far in 2010. At the end of June 2009, there were 45 failures 
en route to a total of 171 failed institutions for the year. With institutions continuing to 
feel the effects of the 2008 economic meltdown, experts say we may well see 
significantly more bank failures before year’s end. Of the 86 banks to fail so far in 
2010, the largest is Westernbank Puerto Rico, which closed in April and had 
approximately $11.94 billion in total assets. Of 10 credit unions to be closed, acquired 
or placed into conservatorship, the largest is Arrowhead Central Credit Union of San 
Bernardino, California. This full service credit union was placed into conservatorship in 
June, with assets of $876 million. Florida leads the nation with 14 failures. Next on the 
list are: 12 failures in Illinois, nine in Georgia and California, seven in Washington 
State, and six in Minnesota. Meanwhile, with slightly fewer than 800 financial 
institutions now on the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation’s “troubled banks” list 
— up from 90 in 2008 — the likelihood of further bank closings is very real. 
Source: http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2720 

13. July 2, CNN – (California) FBI says ‘Golden Years Bandit’ is California bank 
robbery suspect. A man authorities call the “Golden Years Bandit” has struck again, 
the FBI said July 2. Investigators are searching for a grey-haired man in his 50s or 60s 
who held up a bank in San Gabriel, California, June 26. The suspect alluded to having a 
partner and a gun, ordered the teller “not to say a word” and demanded cash in $100, 
$50 and $20 denominations. How much the man stole remains undetermined. The FBI 
said authorities believe the mustache-wearing man used the same technique in two 
previous California bank robberies, one in January in Alhambra and one in Rosemead 
in March. 
Source: http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/07/02/california.bank.robbery/ 

14. July 2, Bank Info Security – (National) FDIC targeted by phishers - again. On July 2, 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) warned consumers and financial 
institutions that bogus emails claiming to be from the FDIC are arriving in inboxes. 
This is the fourth time within a year that the federal banking regulator has issued alerts 

http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2720
http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/07/02/california.bank.robbery/
http://www.wbir.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=126141&catid=2
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about phishing emails using its brand. The FDIC says subject lines of the e-mails state: 
“you need to check your Bank Deposit Insurance Coverage” or “FDIC has officially 
named your bank a failed bank.” The email states: “You have received this message 
because you are a holder of a FDIC-insured bank account. Recently FDIC has officially 
named the bank you have opened your account with as a failed bank, thus, taking 
control of its assets.” The email then directs recipients to click on a link stating “You 
need to visit the official FDIC website and perform the following steps to check your 
Deposit Insurance Coverage.” If individuals click on the link, they are sent to a non-
FDIC webpage. One email link has a .eu destination, which means the web server is 
located somewhere in the European Union. The e-mails and associated web site are 
fraudulent. Anyone getting these emails should consider the intent of this e-mail as an 
attempt to collect personal or confidential information, or to load malicious software 
onto end users’ computers, says the FDIC. 
Source: http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2717 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

15. July 6, Associated Press – (Colorado) Southwest Airlines flight diverted to Denver 
because of unruly passenger. Crew members and passengers restrained a passenger 
who became unruly on a Southwest Airlines flight. The incident forced the plane to 
make an unscheduled stop in Denver. According to a spokesman with Southwest 
Airlines, the pilot of the flight from Chicago to Salt Lake City declared an in-flight 
emergency and had the flight diverted to Denver International Airport after the 
incident. Police met the flight at the gate here in Denver. The spokesman says no one 
was hurt on the plane and the flight continued on its way to Salt Lake City afterwards. 
He says the FBI was notified, since the incident happened during the flight. It is unclear 
what charges the passenger might face. 
Source: http://www.9news.com/news/local/article.aspx?storyid=142456&catid=346 

16. July 6, Freemont News Messenger – (Ohio) Passengers, cargo safe after small ferry 
fire. Emergency crews respond to a call about a fire on board a Jet Express ferry in Port 
Clinton, Ohio, Monday evening. When the boat docked at about 6:30 p.m., the 
passengers left safely and members of the Port Clinton firefighters boarded to 
extinguish the small fire. They received assistance from Port Clinton police and the 
harbor patrol vessel. North Central EMS also responded to the call. The Portage River 
Lift Bridge was in the up position, closing the roadway to traffic. No injuries were 
reported. The Fire Chief said a turbo charger in a motor on the right side of the boat 
failed while it was still on the water, and fuel built up in the exhaust pipe and muffler. 
That fuel ignited when the boat was docked in Port Clinton. Coast Guard personnel will 
be on scene to check the ferry tomorrow after the repairs are finished, so it can be 
cleared for future use. 
Source: http://www.thenews-messenger.com/article/20100706/NEWS01/7060301 

http://www.9news.com/news/local/article.aspx?storyid=142456&catid=346
http://www.thenews-messenger.com/article/20100706/NEWS01/7060301
http://www.bankinfosecurity.com/articles.php?art_id=2717
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17. July 6, Associated Press – (New York) Cargo ship remains aground on St. 
Lawrence River. Authorities are investigating what caused a Canadian cargo ship to 
run aground on the St. Lawrence River in northern New York. Officials say the 740-
foot Algobay was headed to Prescott, Ontario when it ran aground Sunday morning in 
Chippewa Bay in the St. Lawrence County town of Hammond, 100 miles northeast of 
Syracuse. The ship, which is carrying Canadian corn, suffered damage to its hull but 
officials say no pollution was reported from the grounding. No one was injured. Tug 
boats were being brought to the scene Tuesday to refloat the ship. The vessel reportedly 
lost power and drifted into shoals on the American side of the river. The St. Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corp. and the U.S. Coast Guard are investigating. 
Source: http://www.wcax.com/Global/story.asp?S=12758790 

18. July 6, Associated Press – (Massachusetts) Ship in Boston Harbor runs aground, is 
evacuated. A tour boat headed on a whale watch with 174 people on board was 
evacuated Saturday after it ran aground on a rocky ledge in Boston Harbor and began 
taking on water. No one was seriously hurt in the accident, which was reported at about 
10 a.m. off Deer Island. The Coast Guard said two people suffered back and knee 
injuries. Authorities said a combination of Coast Guard vessels, local emergency 
vessels and nearby fishing boats helped evacuate the 87-foot vessel Massachusetts, and 
by early afternoon, everyone was safely off the boat. The boat’s operators reported that 
they collided with rocks at Devil’s Back Ledge while traveling at about 18 knots. The 
boat was listing heavily toward its bow Saturday afternoon and its back end had lifted 
out of the water. 
Source: http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/jul/06/ship-in-boston-harbor-runs-
aground-is-evacuated/ 

19. July 5, Washington Post – (District of Columbia) Metro’s removal of 100 rail cars for 
door issue could affect service. Metro officials averted a potential nightmare before 
July Fourth crowds arrived in Washington when they discovered that the doors on 
dozens of rail cars could — under the right circumstances — open while in movement, 
according to the agency’s operations chief. Simulations determined that an electrical 
short on the 4000 series cars could cause the door motor to energize and run “until it 
opens the door all the way” and then force the train to brake, Metro’s operations chief 
said. The agency announced just before midnight Saturday that it was removing all 100 
of the 4000 series rail cars from service as a safety precaution to check and repair the 
doors. The chief said 60 or 70 of the cars have been deployed each day, so Metro will 
have to run fewer eight-car trains and more six-car trains while attempting to maintain 
its current rail schedule. Reports of door malfunctions led Metro to start testing all 
types of cars last week, but the problem was pinpointed in equipment that exists only in 
the 4000 series cars, which were put into operation between 1984 and 1988 and have 
not had midlife overhauls. Metro will alleviate the shortfall by accelerating 
maintenance on other cars. It expects to repair four to eight of the 4000 series cars each 
day and immediately return them to service. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/07/04/AR2010070400018.html?wprss=rss_metro 

http://www.wcax.com/Global/story.asp?S=12758790
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/jul/06/ship-in-boston-harbor-runs-aground-is-evacuated/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/jul/06/ship-in-boston-harbor-runs-aground-is-evacuated/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/04/AR2010070400018.html?wprss=rss_metro
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/04/AR2010070400018.html?wprss=rss_metro
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20. July 5, Epoch Times – (New York) JFK terminal evacuated due to bomb scare. A 
terminal was evacuated at the John F. Kennedy International Airport July 4 due to a 
bomb scare. “Only Terminal 1 was evacuated from 6:00 p.m. till 8:30 p.m. due to a 
bomb threat,” reported the airport’s website during the scare. An unidentified caller 
tipped off the authorities, reported AFP, and an unattended piece of luggage was found 
during the search, leading to the evacuation of the terminal. The search of the bag 
revealed no bomb inside, officials said. The airport and the terminal are operating under 
normal conditions, an official subsequently told AFP. The incident proved problematic 
for travelers, as well as the airport, as the July 4 weekend is one of the busiest travel 
periods of the year. Airports across the United States placed increased security 
measures over the Independence Day holiday, noted AFP. 
Source: http://www.theepochtimes.com/n2/content/view/38600/ 

21. July 5, WPIX 11 New York – (New York) Amtrak train repaired and traveling 
south. An Amtrak train traveling from Boston to Washington D.C. that lost power and 
left hundreds without air conditioning, is running once again. Amtrak train 161 lost 
power July 5 due to electrical problems in the Larchmont section of Westchester. There 
were 619 passengers on board who were trapped in the train without air conditioning 
for over an hour. According to Amtrak, power was later restored, though passengers 
were still stranded until a replacement engine could be hooked up. New Rochelle police 
were on the scene, along with emergency medical technicians who were on the train 
distributing cold water. 
Source: http://www.wpix.com/news/wpix-amtrak-train-evaucated,0,2829731.story 

22. July 5, Washington Post – (District of Columbia; Maryland; Virginia) Near-collisions 
on rise in Washington area’s skies amid influx of inexperienced controllers. A 120-
seat United Airlines plane bound for Reagan National Airport from Chicago narrowly 
avoided colliding with a business jet departing from Dulles June 28, the latest of 22 
recent potentially dangerous mistakes by air traffic controllers who command the skies 
above Washington. The United Airbus 319 was within 15 seconds of colliding with a 
22-seat Gulfstream jet before, an internal FAA document shows, an onboard warning 
system ordered the pilots to take evasive action. The United pilot reported seeing the 
smaller jet pass just behind him. “It’s the air traffic controller that’s supposed to control 
this situation, not” the onboard warning system, said the deputy director of aviation for 
the National Transportation Safety Board. The number of times planes have come too 
close for comfort in the region in the past six months has surpassed the total of 18 the 
previous year. Nationwide, air traffic controllers committed 949 errors last year. The 
NTSB is investigating almost a dozen midair near-collisions that have occurred 
nationally since it began to mandate that they be reported in March. The incidents over 
Washington, detailed in internal FAA documents, have ranged from planes being 
ordered into the dangerous, turbulent wake of jumbo jets to mistakes that could have 
led to midair collisions involving commercial airliners carrying hundreds of passengers. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/07/04/AR2010070404538.html?hpid=newswell 

For more stories, see items 3, 4, and 5  

http://www.theepochtimes.com/n2/content/view/38600/
http://www.wpix.com/news/wpix-amtrak-train-evaucated,0,2829731.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/04/AR2010070404538.html?hpid=newswell
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/04/AR2010070404538.html?hpid=newswell
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[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

23. July 5, Idaho Statesman – (National) Anthrax hoax cases pile up across the U.S., 
arrests lag. Mailing a white powdery substance to scare people can land one in prison 
— even if the enclosed substance is non-toxic. Police and the FBI have responded to at 
least a dozen “white powder” cases in Boise, Idaho since 2003, with the most recent 
occurring at the U.S. attorney’s office June 14. Neither Boise police nor the FBI could 
say last week how many arrests have been made in connection with these crimes, 
though they did confirm there had been no arrests in the past two years. There have 
been some hoax case convictions this year in other parts of the country. Reports 
nationwide tapered off significantly after 2002 and have been dropping every month — 
until the past few months, an FBI spokesman in Washington, DC said. There were 
about 500 reports in 2008. Investigators have found there is a flurry of these cases after 
“key events,” such as the blackout in the Northeast, the Enron scandal and Hurricane 
Katrina. The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico could be another key event. Typical targets 
include elected officials, government organizations and the media. Law enforcement 
officials treat every case as a serious threat. The hoaxes sap local and federal law 
enforcement, diverting them from investigations and other real emergencies. 
Source: http://www.idahostatesman.com/2010/07/05/1256479/anthrax-hoax-cases-pile-
up-arrests.html#ixzz0suJMipGy 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

24. July 6, Montgomery Media – (Pennsylvania) Pennsylvania cattle quarantined over 
well water concern. The state agriculture department has quarantined 28 head of cattle 
at a central Pennsylvania farm after officials say the animals potentially consumed 
wastewater that leaked from a holding pond for a natural gas well on the property. The 
Agriculture Secretary said June 1 that uncertainty over how much water the cows drank 
warranted the quarantine to protect the public from eating potentially contaminated 
beef. The quarantine covered the 28 cows, plus their unborn calves on the farm in 
Wellsboro. East Resources was drilling the well. An East spokesman said agriculture 
officials may have overreacted, and that tests done at the request of state environmental 
officials found no reason for adverse impact on the cattle, or on public health. 
Source: 
http://www.montgomerynews.com/articles/2010/07/06/montgomery_life/doc4c3318e2
ef89a812253469.txt 

25. July 6, Foster’s Daily Democrat – (Maine) Three sent to hospital after explosion at 
York business. Three people were sent to the hospital June 3 after an explosion at a 
York, Maine area business. York fire and rescue crews were dispatched to a call around 
4 p.m. to The Meat House on Route 1 after a report of an explosion and fire. A station 

http://www.idahostatesman.com/2010/07/05/1256479/anthrax-hoax-cases-pile-up-arrests.html#ixzz0suJMipGy
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2010/07/05/1256479/anthrax-hoax-cases-pile-up-arrests.html#ixzz0suJMipGy
http://www.montgomerynews.com/articles/2010/07/06/montgomery_life/doc4c3318e2ef89a812253469.txt
http://www.montgomerynews.com/articles/2010/07/06/montgomery_life/doc4c3318e2ef89a812253469.txt
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serving pasta samples caused an explosion after a pan ignited, but was quickly 
extinguished. According to the marketing manager for the Meat House, two employees 
injured in the incident and a customer were sent to the hospital as a precautionary 
measure. The three were treated at York Hospital and released shortly after. The fire 
came from a butane burner that had exploded, but the State Fire Marshal’s Office is 
still investigating the cause of the explosion. The fire was quickly suppressed by the 
sprinkler system and by the time officials arrived, the fire was out. The store was 
reopened July 4 after state officials and the York Fire Department inspected the site and 
said they could reopen.  
Source: 
http://www.fosters.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100706/GJNEWS_01/70706995
6&template=SouthernMaineRegion 

26. July 6, Food Safety News – (Colorado) 24 ill in Colorado raw milk outbreak. An E. 
coli O157:H7 and campylobacter outbreak linked to raw goat milk from a Colorado 
dairy is now tied to 24 illnesses, including two children who required hospitalization, 
according to the Boulder County Public Health Department. The outbreak has been 
linked to Billy Goat Dairy in Longmont, near Boulder, Colorado. Lab results found 
both Campylobacter and E. coli in victims. State and local health investigators visited 
the Longmont dairy last week to collect samples from the goats and are in the process 
of contacting the 43 households that participate in the dairy’s goat-share program. 
Colorado state does not allow the retail sale of raw milk. According to analysis by Food 
Poison Journal, in the last six months, raw milk caused 11 outbreaks of Campylobacter, 
Salmonella, and E. coli O157:H7 in 9 different states, including Washington, Utah, 
Minnesota, Nevada, Pennsylvania, New York, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois.  
Source: http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/07/24-ill-in-colorado-raw-milk-
outbreak/ 

27. July 5, Los Angeles Daily News – (California) California avocado farmers concerned 
about pest. Avocado growers and scientists say a threat has emerged that could wipe 
out — or at least significantly damage — California’s $300 million-a-year avocado 
industry. Stenoma catenifer, better known as the avocado seed moth, which burrows 
into the fruit to lay eggs and grow its larvae, is wreaking havoc on Peruvian avocado 
growers. And since the U.S. government began allowing imports of Peruvian avocados 
in January, growers fear it’s just a matter of time before it arrives in the U.S. and begins 
destroying local crops. The U.S. Department of Agriculture maintains that existing 
safety guidelines will protect California’s avocados from the Peruvian moth. Currently, 
all imported Peruvian avocados come from only certified pest-free areas and are 
inspected upon arrival.  
Source: 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2012286953_avocadomoth06.html 

28. July 5, International Business Times – (Colorado; National) E. coli contaminated 
66,000 pounds of bison meat recalled. Colorado-based meat processing company 
Rocky Mountain Natural Meats has announced a recall of 66,000 pounds of bison meat 
over concerns that they’re contaminated with the dangerous E.coli bacteria. The 

http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/07/24-ill-in-colorado-raw-milk-outbreak/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/07/24-ill-in-colorado-raw-milk-outbreak/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2012286953_avocadomoth06.html
http://www.fosters.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100706/GJNEWS_01/707069956&template=SouthernMaineRegion
http://www.fosters.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100706/GJNEWS_01/707069956&template=SouthernMaineRegion
http://www.fosters.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100706/GJNEWS_01/707069956&template=SouthernMaineRegion
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Henderson, Colorado-based company said it is worried that the meat could cause food 
poisoning. The recall is voluntary in nature. The US Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) said it has already received five complaints that people who have consumed 
the contaminated meat have contracted E.coli 0157:H7 illnesses. The USDA said in a 
statement that the recall involved ground bison meat and tenderized bison steaks 
produced between May 21 and May 27 with “sell or freeze by” dates in June. The 
contaminated products are also marked with a “EST. 20247” inside the USDA mark of 
inspection. They were sold under the names Great Ranger, Nature’s Rancher, The 
Buffalo Guys and Rocky Mountain Natural Meats and came in 1 lb and 12oz packs. 
Source: http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/32688/20100705/e-coli-contaminated-66-000-
lbs-of-bison-meat-recalled.htm 

29. July 3, Honolulu Star-Advertiser – (Hawaii) Farmer targeted by vandals gets 
help. Big Island papaya farmers and an Oahu produce wholesaler in Hawaii are lending 
their support to to a farmer who lost 8,500 papaya trees worth more than $100,000. The 
65-year-old does not know how he’s going to pay his bills after vandals cut down more 
than half of the 14,000 papaya trees on his 17-acre leased farm late June 29. The 
incident comes about one month after someone chopped down nearly 400 papaya trees 
at an Oahu farm. The culprits in this case also attacked at night, apparently with a 
machete. The Hawaii Papaya Industry Association has about 200 to 250 members, and 
many other growers are not members, which means a lot of flexibility in the market. 
The owner of wholesale company Super Foods Inc. spoke to many other papaya 
growers Friday who are concerned about their own farms being victimized by vandals. 
Few, if any, have fences or security, he said. 
Source: 
http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/20100703_farmer_targeted_by_vandals_gets_help
.html 

30. July 2, The Independent Weekly – (Louisiana) Ag chief warns ranchers about oil in 
pastures. As higher than normal tides pushed in by Hurricane Alex begin to subside 
and an anticipated busier-than-normal tropical season gets into full swing, the 
Louisiana state Department of Agriculture and Forestry is urging ranchers to be 
mindful of oil in pastures. The ag commissioner released an advisory this week 
warning cattle producers that the federal Department of Agriculture will bar livestock 
from going to slaughter if there is “credible information that cattle have grazed on oil-
contaminated pasture.” The U. S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety Inspection 
Service is conducting a risk assessment to determine possible health consequences for 
consumers who eat meat from animals exposed to crude oil. The feds hope to have that 
assessment report completed by mid July. British Petroleum has established a toll-free 
number — (800) 440-0858 — for agricultural producers who claim losses due to the 
spill. Documentation such as receipts, photographs, trip sheets and other materials 
necessary for establishing a loss should be maintained. 
Source: http://www.theind.com/news/6520-ag-chief-warns-ranchers-about-oil-in-
pastures 

For another story, see item 17  
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http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/32688/20100705/e-coli-contaminated-66-000-lbs-of-bison-meat-recalled.htm
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[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

31. July 6, Washington Post – (Maryland) Water restrictions lifted in Md. 
counties. Water restrictions that were extended amid a blistering heat wave have been 
lifted for 1.8 million customers in Montgomery and Prince George’s counties, the 
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) announced Tuesday morning. 
Customers were directed to cut their water use by 30 percent Thursday when a 
corroded 96-inch water main in Potomac was shut off. The restrictions were expected 
to be lifted Monday, but they were extended after bacteria were detected in water 
samples. Tests confirmed the safety of the water Tuesday morning and the pipe was put 
back into service, WSSC officials said. An official said the water limits, imposed as 
temperatures soared to dangerous highs, were necessary to ensure the safety of the 
water and to maintain adequate pressure for fighting fires. “We needed to be proactive 
to prevent what could have been a very serious situation,” he said. Work to restore the 
site of the pipe replacement will continue for several days, officials said. 
Source: http://voices.washingtonpost.com/local-breaking-news/maryland/water-
restrictions-lifted-in-m.html 

32. July 4, Burlington Free Press – (Vermont) Vermont Yankee tests find Strontium-90 
in fish. Trace elements of the radioactive element strontium (Sr-90) in Connecticut 
River fish were reported July 2 by testers contracted to Vermont Yankee nuclear plant, 
according to the Vermont Department of Health. The report said that the the 
radioactivity “is not due to Vermont Yankee.” “Inedible portions” (primarily the bones) 
of fish taken April 23 tested positive for “background” levels of the radioactive element 
— consistent with residual radioactivity from nuclear weapons testing in the 1950s, and 
the 1986 Chernobyl reactor release. “Because the Sr-90 results are all within what is 
considered to be the normal ‘background’ range, and because no Sr-90 has been 
measured above the lower limit of detection in groundwater on site at the plant, the 
Health Department considers it unlikely that these findings in fish are a result of recent 
events at Vermont Yankee,” according to the report. It concludes: “To date only 
tritium, which moves easily through the soil as tritiated water, has been detected in 
groundwater samples, and only in groundwater on site at Vermont Yankee. No drinking 
water on site or off site, nor any river water has been found to be contaminated with 
tritium above the laboratory’s lower limit of detection.” 
Source: 
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20100704/NEWS02/7040312/Vermont-
Yankee-tests-find-Strontium-90-in-fish 

33. July 3, Associated Press – (Maryland) Leak at Accokeek sewage treatment 
plant. There is a leak at a sewage treatment plant in Accokeek, Maryland, but the 
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) says none of the raw sewage is 
escaping into rivers or streams. The problem started Saturday morning when a 
contractor hit a pressure line at the Piscataway Wastewater Treatment Plant, causing 

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/local-breaking-news/maryland/water-restrictions-lifted-in-m.html
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/local-breaking-news/maryland/water-restrictions-lifted-in-m.html
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20100704/NEWS02/7040312/Vermont-Yankee-tests-find-Strontium-90-in-fish
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20100704/NEWS02/7040312/Vermont-Yankee-tests-find-Strontium-90-in-fish
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raw sewage to flow at about 300 gallons per minute. The WSSC says the sewage is 
being contained and re-pumped into the plant’s raw wastewater pumping station. The 
utility is evaluating bypass and repair methods.  
Source: http://voices.washingtonpost.com/local-breaking-news/leak-at-accokeek-
sewage-treatm.html 

[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

34. July 6, Associated Press – (Arizona) Dirty fungus threatens Arizonan’s 
health. Desert dwellers are at high risk of becoming infected with a fungus which 
thrives in the hot and arid southwest. The fungus Coccidioidomycosis causes valley 
fever. According to the Department of Health Services, valley fever represents 59 
percent of the total infectious diseases reported in Arizona this year. The fungus is 
found in soil and lives just inches to a few feet beneath the surface, which means it can 
be easily stirred into the air by things like construction and even just wind. University 
of Arizona Valley Fever specialist said about 100,000 Valley Fever infections occur in 
Arizona. About two thirds of people who get infected have either no illness or an 
illness so mild that they don’t bother to go to a doctor. The other third have an illness 
that is typically described as a pneumonia. Symptoms of Valley fever include fever, 
cough, chest pain that can range from mild constriction to intense pressure, chills, night 
sweats, headache, fatigue, shortness of breath, joint aches and a red, spotty rash. That 
rash is made up of painful red bumps and is usually on the lower legs, although it can 
show up on the chest, arms and back.  
Source: http://www.azfamily.com/news/health/Dirty-fungus-threatens-Arizonans-
health-97848129.html 

35. July 2, UPI – (National) White House orders pathogen policy changes. The White 
House says the President has ordered fundamental changes in the way hazardous 
pathogens and toxins in the United States are secured against misuse. Research on 
Biological Select Agents and Toxins is critical for the development of tools to detect, 
diagnose, recognize and respond to outbreaks of infectious disease of both natural and 
deliberate origin, the White House said July 2. The expansion in the last 10 years of the 
infrastructure and resources dedicated to BSAT work, coupled with the discovery that 
the perpetrator of the 2001 anthrax attacks may have been a U.S. government 
employee, underlines the need to ensure BSAT are properly secured against possible 
misuse or attempts to harm people, animals, plants, or the environment, administration 
officials said. 
Source: http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2010/07/02/White-House-orders-pathogen-
policy-changes/UPI-65131278109924/ 

36. July 2, Homeland Security NewsWire – (National) Media reports influence the 
severity of pandemics. The widespread fear that various pandemics are set to devastate 
the human race has led to another kind of outbreak: a rash of models predicting how 
various diseases will spread through society. These models are valuable. They allow 

http://www.azfamily.com/news/health/Dirty-fungus-threatens-Arizonans-health-97848129.html
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governments to estimate how badly their society will be influenced and to make 
emergency plans accordingly. Now students at Marshall University and Howard Weiss 
at Georgia Tech examine the effectiveness of another tool: the media. To test their 
hypothesis, they simulated the effect of an outbreak of Ebola fever in the West Virginia 
town of Huntington which has a population of 50,000. They used a standard model 
which counts the number of susceptible and infected individuals and the number of 
“removed” individuals, those that either die or recover and become immune, and 
models the rate at which people jump from one pool to another. They also add one 
additional assumption to this model: that the number of individuals who self-isolate 
increases with the number of infections reported by the media. So the idea is that public 
health agencies constantly update the media about the number of infections, which then 
immediately pass on the information to the general population. When that happens, the 
result is a dramatic decrease in the severity of the outbreak. The more up-to-date the 
information, the greater this effect. 
Source: http://homelandsecuritynewswire.com/media-reports-influence-severity-
pandemics 

37. July 2, Global Security Newswire – (National) U.S. lacks unified biothreat detection 
framework, auditors find. The U.S. Administration should pursue a national plan to 
develop a monitoring system for bioterrorism incidents and other disease threats, the 
U.S. Government Accountability Office said in a report released July 1. The United 
States lacks an overarching strategy for developing a “national biosurveillance 
capability,” says the report, which examines federal biological threat detection 
initiatives, policies and tactics, as well as official testimony from 12 federal 
departments overseeing the programs. “Efforts to develop a national biosurveillance 
capability could benefit from a national biosurveillance strategy that guides federal 
agencies and other stakeholders to systematically identify risks, resources needed to 
address those risks and investment priorities,” congressional auditors stated. 
Source: http://www.globalsecuritynewswire.org/gsn/nw_20100702_7700.php 

For another story, see item 8  
 
[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

38. July 6, Newark Advocate – (Ohio) Hazmat team responding to vapor cloud at 
Watkins Memorial. The Licking County hazardous materials team was called to 
Watkins Memorial High School July 6 in response to a mixture of chemicals that 
overcame a janitor at the school. Watkins Road SW near the school has been closed 
and the school and connected buildings have been evacuated as a precautionary 
measure, according to West Licking Joint Fire District sources. A West Licking Joint 
Fire District spokesman said trucks from each of the department’s stations responded to 
the scene. At approximately 9:50 a.m., a call was received about a vapor cloud in the 
school and a janitor who was overcome by the resulting fumes. According to sources, a 
commonly used cleaning chemical came in contact with another, unknown chemical, 

http://www.globalsecuritynewswire.org/gsn/nw_20100702_7700.php
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generating a reaction which caused the janitor “respiratory distress.” The janitor was 
transported to a hospital but the specific hospital is unknown at this time. There were 
no injuries or other known illnesses resulting from the cloud. 
Source: 
http://www.newarkadvocate.com/article/20100706/COMMUNITIES01/100706008/10
51/ 

39. July 6, Global Security Newswire – (Alabama) Chemical weapons disposal 
interrupted in Alabama. The Anniston Army Depot in Alabama temporarily 
suspended chemical weapons disposal July 1 following an equipment breakdown. The 
malfunction involved a chilling device installed in a room adjacent to the building that 
conducts actual chemical-weapon disposal. The system became overheated at roughly 4 
p.m., leading to initiation of the plant’s fire-response protocol. There was no immediate 
word on whether a fire had ignited. The machine is one component of a system 
intended to prevent air from the incineration facility from being released into the 
environment. That negative air pressure was not compromised by the event, a 
spokesman said. Disposal operations were expected to resume only after the chiller had 
been fixed. No one was hurt, and no munitions or (chemical) agent were involved,” 
said an Army spokesman. 
Source: http://www.globalsecuritynewswire.org/gsn/nw_20100706_9759.php 

40. July 3, The Portlander – (Oregon) Pipe bombs close streets, buildings in 
Hillsboro. A bag containing two suspicious objects were discovered by a County 
facility custodian in a parking lot just north of a Washington County Facilities building 
at 169 N. First Avenue in Hillsboro, Oregon July 2. The objects, two pipes with tape on 
them, were brought to the northern entrance of the Facilities building and 9-1-1 was 
called. The Hillsboro Police with the assistance of Washington County Sheriff’s Office 
closed surrounding streets and evacuated the building. The Portland Bomb Squad 
arrived and removed the suspicious objects from the scene. The objects were 
transported to a safe location where they will be examined. The buildings were 
reopened shortly after. There are no suspects at this time. 
Source: http://theportlander.com/2010/07/03/pipe-bombs-close-streets-buildings-in-
hillsboro/ 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

41. July 5, IDG News Service – (International) Google confirms attack on 
YouTube. Malicious hackers attacked Google’s YouTube July 4, exploiting a cross-
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site scripting (XSS) vulnerability on the ultra-popular video sharing site, hitting 
primarily sections where users post comments. The attack potentially put at risk 
YouTube cookies of users who visited a compromised page, but it could not be used to 
access their Google account. The attackers apparently targeted a teen singing sensation, 
incorporating code into YouTube pages devoted to him so that visitors saw tasteless 
messages pop up about the teen star, and were also redirected to external sites with 
adult content. An industry source familiar with the situation said that while the attack 
itself didn’t involve malware infections, such a risk is inherent whenever users visit any 
Web page, such as the ones attackers redirected users to. It is not clear if those landing 
pages contained malware, but most up-to-date anti-virus software is designed to protect 
against those threats. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9178861/Google_confirms_attack_on_YouTu
be 

42. July 5, Krebs on Security – (International) Microsoft warns of uptick in attacks on 
unpatched Windows flaw. Microsoft is warning that hackers have ramped up attacks 
against an unpatched, critical security hole in computers powered by Windows XP and 
Server 2003 operating systems. The software giant says it is working on an official 
patch to fix the flaw, but in the meantime it is urging users to apply an interim 
workaround to disable the vulnerable component. Users of Windows XP or Server 
2003 should consider running Microsoft’s stopgap “FixIt” tool to disable the vulnerable 
Help Center component. 
Source: http://krebsonsecurity.com/ 

43. July 2, The H Security – (International) Windows exploit protection mostly 
unused. According to an analysis by security firm Secunia, very few applications use 
the Data Execution Prevention (DEP) and Address Space Layout Randomization 
(ASLR) features of Windows which can render attacks on vulnerabilities ineffective. In 
total, the company looked at 16 popular applications such as browsers, media players 
and office applications. DEP prevents attackers from executing the code they have 
injected into the stack or heap via a buffer overflow – it cannot prevent the overflow 
itself. However, attackers don’t necessarily execute their own code there and then. 
They often use a manipulated return address to jump to a code segment that has already 
been loaded by the application. Attackers usually try to jump to specific C library 
functions (return-into-libc attack). 
Source: http://www.h-online.com/security/news/item/Windows-exploit-protection-
mostly-unused-1032526.html 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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[Return to top]  

Communications Sector 

44. July 2, Inside Tucson Business – (Arizona) Massive outage cuts off communications 
for days. Hundreds of Tucson, Arizona businesses and residential customers were 
without communication lines for days and, in some cases more than a week, after 
telecommunications conduits were ripped up June 24 by American Traffic Solutions, a 
subcontractor, hired to install red-light photo enforcement cameras at the intersection. 
Some businesses faced outages with phones and Internet. A public relations specialist 
with American Traffic Solutions, said a Blue Stake request was called in but the Qwest 
lines weren’t marked. A Blue Stake request is reccommended before digging so 
excavators know where lines for power, gas, telecommunications and other conduits 
run beneath the surface. The Target store, which posted a sign from June 25 through 
June 27 saying it couldn’t process credit card payments, brought in a back-up satellite 
system to begin processing card payments. The senior general manager in Tucson for 
mall owner General Growth Properties said all systems were to be back online as of 
June 30. 
Source: 
http://www.azbiz.com/articles/2010/07/02/news/doc4c2ce8021168a665119711.txt 

45. July 2, Baltimore Examiner – (International) Twitter site goes down, comes up, and 
goes down again. The Twitter web site went down about 12:20 p.m. on July 2, 2010. 
Visitors were met with the web site’s usual “Twitter is over capacity” message. 
According to their Twitter Status page, they are “Investigating Elevated Error Rates.” 
This is based on reports they have received from users. It is not usual for the very 
popular web site to go down. But normally the site is only down for a few minutes, or 
in localized areas. At this point it seems to be an extended outage. In addition to the 
web site itself, it seems other means of accessing the Twitter service have also shut 
down. These include Smart Phone Apps and text messaging. By 2 p.m., Twitter was up 
and working again. Users were very upset over the outage, which may have been 
caused by a massive increase in tweets because of the World Cup match between the 
Netherlands and Brazil. Due to the massive volume of World Cup tweets, Twitter 
created a special web site to handle and display the live tweets from around the world. 
Source: http://www.examiner.com/x-56646-Newark-Twitter-Examiner~y2010m7d2-
Twitter-Site-Goes-Down 

46. July 2, KGBT 4 Harlingen – (International) Cell phone service disrupted on Mexican 
side of the border. An exact cause of large-scale cell phone disruptions was not clear, 
but Hurricane Alex is being blamed for leaving thousands of people without cell phone 
service on the Mexican side of the U.S. border. Cell phone service for Nextel service 
went down in Reynosa, Matamoros and Ciudad Victoria early June 2, and there were 
also reports that cell phone service for Movistar and Telcel users also went down. 
Telcel reported that it was able to restore service by 10 a.m. Nextel officials couldn’t 
immediately be reached for comment, but some viewers from Matamoors reported their 
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service was restored mid-morning. Reynosa city officials sent out a message at 11:26 
a.m., reporting that the Nextel service went down due to damages to a retransmission 
antenna in Monterrey. 
Source: http://www.valleycentral.com/news/story.aspx?id=478102 

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

47. July 6, Boston Globe – (Massachusetts) Two sent to hospital after fire in 
Beverly. Two late-afternoon fires July 5 ripped through about 20 apartments in Hyde 
Park and Beverly, Massachusetts, causing massive damage. Two people were 
hospitalized in a five-alarm blaze that destroyed a three-story apartment building. 
About two hours later, a fire in a Hyde Park apartment spread to nine other connected 
units, displacing several families. Two people were taken to Beverly Hospital as a 
result of the first fire, but the extent of the injuries was unknown last night, according 
for fire officials. The fire was reported about 4 p.m. The flames grew so strong under 
the midday heat, a fifth alarm was called within 30 minutes, requiring 15 engines. 
Residents were evacuating the building when firefighters arrived, and it appeared 
everyone escaped major injury. It was unclear if the building was fully occupied. In 
Hyde Park, fire officials believe the blaze began at 456 Georgetown Drive just before 6 
p.m. Fire officials estimated there was about $1.2 million in damage to the complex. 
The roof of the two red town houses had collapsed in places. 
Source: 
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/beverly/2010/07/two_sent_to_hospital_after_fi
r.html 

48. July 6, Associated Press – (Florida) Man charged with arson at abandoned motel. A 
central Florida man has been charged with arson at an abandoned hotel that has been 
set on fire at least eight times over the last six weeks. The Osceola County Sheriff’s 
Office reports that detectives conducted an undercover investigation at the motel and 
reportedly caught the suspect setting a fire at the Kissimmee motel early July 5 and 
running from the scene. The suspect was arrested and booked into the Osceola County 
jail. The State Fire Marshal’s Office will continue to investigate and determine if the 
current suspect is responsible for the other fires.  
Source: http://www.miamiherald.com/2010/07/06/1716905/man-charged-with-arson-
at-abandoned.html 

49. July 5, KGTV 10 San Diego – (California) Woman hospitalized after downtown acid 
spill. Fumes from a spilled gallon container of muriatic acid sent a 60-year-old woman 
to the hospital July 5 and prompted evacuation of the Jewelers Exchange for an hour in 
downtown San Diego, California. The woman’s husband dropped the container in the 
lobby about 10:15 a.m. Paramedics took the woman to a hospital with mild injuries. 
Meanwhile, firefighters evacuated about 25 people from the 8-story, historic Timkin 
Building, which houses dozens of jewelry vendors at Sixth Avenue and E Street. A 
hazardous materials crew neutralized and cleaned up the acid, which can be used for 
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etching metal. Workers were allowed back in the building around noon. 
Source: http://www.10news.com/news/24148736/detail.html 

50. July 5, Associated Press – (Pennsylvania) Firework explodes into crowd in Pa., 
injuring 11. A firework exploded into a crowd gathered for a town Fourth of July 
celebration in central Pennsylvania, injuring 11 people. Palmyra Borough police say a 
charge misfired, and material exploded into the nearby crowd at Palmyra Middle 
School and across a football field. Authorities say the victims suffered burns, 
contusions and abrasions. Among them are four people ages 11 to 17 and one employee 
of the company that was staging the fireworks show. One adult and one minor remain 
hospitalized Monday with non-life-threatening injuries.  
Source: http://www.kmov.com/news/national/97804084.html 

51. July 3, Town Talk – (Louisiana) Suspected pipe bomb forces evacuation, results in 
arrest. A pipe bomb was found in an apartment in Alexandria, Louisiana apartment 
July 3. Louisiana State Police Explosive Ordnance Disposal teams spent hours 
preparing and disposing of the bomb found in a unit at The Hermitage apartments. 
After the detonation process, which included assistance from a robot, the resulting 
investigation revealed the 10-inch iron pipe was rigged with wiring but did not contain 
any gunpowder.  The resident of the apartment was arrested and charged with creation 
and possession of a bomb.  
Source: 
http://www.thetowntalk.com/article/20100703/NEWS01/7030312/1002/Suspected-
pipe-bomb-forces-evacuation--results-in-arrest 

52. July 3, Press Democrat – (California) Acid spill temporarily closes Santa Rosa’s 
Spring Lake lagoon. Muriatic (hydrochloric) acid was leaking from a saddle spigot 
July 3 near an opening of a swimming lagoon at Spring Lake Park, California. After 
noticing a peculiar odor and a misty vapor in an area just east of the lagoon, a 
maintenance worker donned a face mask, shut off the electricity, closed the chemical 
valves and called emergency personnel about 7:25 a.m. With the pipes gravity-fed by 
tanks containing hundreds of gallons of the chemicals on a nearby slope, fears began to 
grow that the acid had leaked into the surrounding park area and possibly into the 
lagoon itself. The lagoon was immediately closed and access to the surrounding area 
was restricted to emergency crews and Hazmat teams. The full-scale response included 
setting up a decontamination corridor with a 3-stage pool rinse near the helipad in the 
parking lot just north of the lagoon. By early afternoon, a health department official 
was called in to test the water and after repeated tests showed safe pH levels, the lagoon 
was reopened at 2:30 p.m. 
Source: 
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20100703/ARTICLES/100709846/1349?Title=
Acid-spill-didn-t-reach-lagoon 

For another story, see item 1  
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National Monuments and Icons Sector 

53. July 6, AHN News – (California) California Park closed after plague-infected 
squirrel found. The Los Alamos Campground in the Angeles National Forest in 
California will be closed for the next eight days as officials investigate a case of a 
squirrel testing positive for the plague. The animal was captured two weeks ago. While 
the park is closed, squirrel burrows will be dusted for fleas, which can spread the 
bacterial disease. The public health director for Los Angeles County said that although 
wild rodents can pass the infection on to humans through fleas, there have been only 
four cases of humans coming down with the plague in the county since 1984. None of 
those cases were fatal, he said. County and National Park officials are warning visitors 
to stay clear of animal burrows and to avoid rodents, including chipmunks and 
squirrels. Visitors should also use an insect repellant while in the park. 
Source: http://www.allheadlinenews.com/articles/7019199044 

54. July 5, Honolulu Star-Advertiser – (Hawaii) Kau brush fire extinguished. Big Island 
firefighters extinguished a 40 acre brush fire in Kau late July 4. The fire broke out on 
Cane Haul Road at about 6:31 p.m. When firefighters from the Pahala station arrived 
on scene they found a “fast-moving fire in tall grass with about two acres involved,” 
according to a news release. The National Park Service and a bulldozer and backhoe 
assisted in creating fire beaks to contain the fire on vacant grassland. The fire was 
reported under control at 10:01 p.m. and extinguished at 10:17 p.m. The cause has not 
yet been determined. 
Source: http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/breaking/97821509.html 

55. July 2, Fresno Bee – (California) Car fire sparks Crystal Cave evacuation. A car fire 
that apparently sparked a small vegetation fire in Sequoia-Kings Canyon National 
Parks in California on July 2 was put out quickly, but nearby Crystal Cave was 
evacuated as a precaution, a park official said. The fire was reported shortly after 1:30 
p.m. Four National Park Service fire engines and 13 firefighters responded to the fire. 
Law enforcement officers helped with traffic control. Crystal Cave was evacuated in 
keeping with park service procedure. Fire closed the Generals Highway through the 
park for about three hours. The burned car was removed about 5 p.m.  
Source: http://www.fresnobee.com/2010/07/02/1993783/car-fire-sparks-crystal-cave-
evacuation.html 
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Dams Sector 

56. July 6, Associated Press – (Iowa) Flood worries move downriver from Des 
Moines. Iowa’s flood concerns are moving downriver from Des Moines, where 
officials have been watching the levees along the Des Moines River for a week. A 
spokesman with the Army Corps of Engineers says the critical moment for a levee 
protecting the Birdland neighborhood passed on Monday. The river is expected to fall 
below flood stage on Wednesday. The river is sweeping flood headaches downriver 
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into southern Iowa. In Ottumwa, a mobile home park was evacuated on Monday when 
the river spilled out of its banks. In Eddyville, some residents awoke to untreated 
sewage in basements when overnight storms overtaxed underground city pipes. The 
National Weather Service says more storms are expected Tuesday night into 
Wednesday. Southeast Iowa could get up to 2 inches of rain. 
Source: http://www.kgan.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ia/3d0d5e52-
www.kgan.com.shtml 

57. July 4, Des Moines Register – (Iowa) Des Moines finds another Birdland levee 
troubled spot. Des Moines city officials have discovered a second weakened area in 
the Birdland levee. The area is near the North High School athletic field area. Earth has 
moved, leaving a crevice of about a foot wide in one area. “We have looked at that in 
coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and have no immediate concerns,” 
said the Des Moines Public Works director. The new trouble spot is not a breach, 
unlike the one found last week where seepage is occurring. A backup levee will protect 
the area where the breach is located, flood officials have said. “It’s a wet embankment 
move,” he said. City crews will continue to closely monitor the site as a precaution but 
don’t believe it will lead to a major levee breach. 
Source: http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2010/07/04/des-moines-
finds-another-birdland-levee-troubled-spot/ 

58. July 4, Lubbock Avalanche-Journal – (Texas) Lake Alan Henry evacuated, 
closed. The city of Lubbock, Texas, has evacuated and closed Lake Alan Henry 
because U.S. 84 and FM 2458 are flooded with three feet of water. The flooding is 
caused by rains from the past several days. The dam spillway is producing water six to 
eight feet above normal. Those who are already on the lake and campgrounds have 
been moved to higher grounds. The Emergency Operation Center has been active and 
will continue to monitor the situation.  
Source: http://lubbockonline.com/filed-online/2010-07-04/lake-alan-henry-evacuated-
closed 
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