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Top Stories 

• According to the Rochester-Post Bulletin, a corrupted computer-activation code is 
responsible for several Rochester, Minnesota weather sirens failing to sound during a June 
17 storm that included damaging winds and one or more tornadoes. (See item 39) 

• The Christian Science Monitor reports that about 400 people felt sick after swimming in 
oily water in the Gulf of Mexico off of Santa Rosa Island in Florida after a local official 
acted against the advice of federal health authorities and opened beaches. (See item 51) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. July 2, KTVX 4 Salt Lake City – (Utah) Fire crews fight warehouse fire in Salt Lake 
City. A warehouse that produces oily, flammable rubberized sealant used to fill cracks 
in the sidewalk or roadways on the west side of Salt Lake City was on fire the night of 
July 1. When crews first arrived at the fire, huge flames were seen coming from the 
building. Salt Lake City fire spokesman said, “Once we arrived and made entry into the 
building ... we noticed there was a large amount of oil containers.” Investigators 
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returned to the warehouse July 2 to figure out what sparked the fire. The company says 
there were no injuries and they have no idea what ignited the flames. The building is a 
total loss.  
Source: http://www.abc4.com/content/news/top stories/story/Fire-crews-fight-
warehouse-fire-in-Salt-Lake-City/ga4Sl6Y-lUGvD61GYc7tEA.cspx 

2. July 2, Victorville Daily Press – (California) Truck snags power lines; live wires 
down in Hesperia: Truck catches fire; new tenant’s furniture destroyed. A truck 
full of furniture snagged low-hanging power lines near C Avenue and Sultana Street in 
Hesperia, California July 1, sparking a fire, sending live wires onto the street and 
causing traffic to snarl, authorities said. Officials received reports of an explosion when 
the truck pulled down the powerlines at about 2:25 p.m., causing a power pole to crash 
into a unit at a nearby apartment complex in the 8000 block of C Avenue. A man , who 
lives in the complex, heard several explosions and came outside to find the power pole 
in his neighbor’s unit. No one was home at the time. Southern California Edison crews 
turned off the power to the lines causing a power outage. According to San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s officials, there were reports of power outages at Main Street and I 
Avenue. Witnesses at the scene speculated the truck that crashed was there to deliver 
furniture to a new tenant. Shortly after the crash, the truck caught fire. There were no 
reports of injuries. Power was out for several hours. Crews restored power to nearly all 
affected homes except 402. Edison officials could not give an estimated time as to 
when power would be restored to those final locations. 
Source: http://www.istockanalyst.com/article/viewiStockNews/articleid/4273001 

3. July 1, Associated Press – (Louisiana) ‘A Whale’ skimmer brought in to clean water 
as Gulf oil spill reaches record. The oil that has spewed for two and a half months 
from a blown-out well a mile under the sea in the Gulf of Mexico hit the 140.6-million-
gallon mark, eclipsing the record-setting, 140-million-gallon Ixtoc I spill off Mexico’s 
coast from 1979 to 1980. Even by the lower end of the government’s estimates, at least 
71.7 million gallons are in the Gulf. It is crucial to track the total in part because 
London-based BP PLC is likely to be fined per gallon spilled, said the director of Texas 
A&M University at Corpus Christi’s Gulf of Mexico Research Institute. The oil 
calculation is based on the higher end of the government’s range of barrels leaked per 
day, minus the amount BP said it has collected from the blown-out well using two 
containment systems. BP collected a smaller amount of oil than usual yesterday, about 
969,000 gallons. The government has pinned its latest clean-up hopes on a huge, new 
piece of equipment: The world’s largest oil-skimming vessel, which arrived June 30. 
Officials hope the ship can scoop up to 21 million gallons of oil-fouled water a day. 
Dubbed the “A Whale,” the Taiwanese-flagged former tanker spans the length of 3Â½ 
football fields and is 10 stories high. It just emerged from an extensive retrofitting to 
prepare it specifically for the Gulf. 
Source: 
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/07/whale_skimmer_tries_to_scoop_
u.html 
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4. July 1, KCNC 4 Denver – (Colorado) All power restored in major Xcel outage in 
Denver. Xcel Energy crews are trying to figure out why seven substations went off line 
causing a major outage, which knocked out power to 100,000 customers in Lakewood, 
Denver, Englewood, and possibly other suburbs the afternoon of July 1. All power has 
since been restored. The outage caused massive problems for drivers throughout the 
area in southwest Denver, Aurora, and Jefferson County, including Hazel to Franklin 
and Evans to Alameda. Several traffic lights were out. 
Source: http://cbs4denver.com/news/xcel.denver.power.2.1784028.html 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

5. July 2, Burlington Free Press – (Vermont) Vermont Yankee accused of polluting 
groundwater. When tritium was found leaking from Vermont Yankee in January, the 
nuclear power plant violated state law that makes groundwater a public trust, an 
environmental group has charged in a filing with the state Public Service Board (PSB). 
The Vermont Natural Resources Council (VNRC) hopes to augment pending 
arguments from others that the Vernon plant should be shut down as a result of the 
leak, said the VNRC’s general counsel. PSB agreed in February to consider the 
arguments of the Conservation Law Foundation and New England Coalition that 
Vermont Yankee should be shut down either temporarily or permanently because of the 
tritium leak. The case is pending. Vermont Yankee has argued that only the federal 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission can regulate the release of radioactive material. The 
general counsel said he hopes VNRC’s argument will show the state has jurisdiction in 
protecting its groundwater. The legislature passed a law in 2008 declaring groundwater 
a public-trust resource. By allowing tritium to leak into the groundwater, Vermont 
Yankee violated that law, he said. The Vermont Yankee spokesman said lawyers for 
the plant’s owner, Entergy Corp., would review the arguments and respond to the PSB. 
The board slated a public hearing on the case for July 1. 
Source: 
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20100702/NEWS03/100701028/Vermont-
Yankee-accused-of-polluting-groundwater 

6. July 2, Twins Fall Times News – (Idaho) Idaho officials applaud Yucca Mountain 
move. Idaho officials are cheering news that a bid to pull the plug on a proposed 
national nuclear waste dump has stalled. They were concerned that eliminating the site 
could delay removal of nuclear waste. A Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) legal 
panel July 1 denied a request by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to withdraw its 
application for the Yucca Mountain repository in Nevada. The three-member Atomic 
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Safety and Licensing Board said there is no evidence the site is unsafe and that 
Congress, not the Energy Secretary, has the authority to yank the application. The 
request now goes before the full NRC. But Idaho’s Congressional delegation has joined 
those from Washington and South Carolina in support of the ruling. A U.S. Republican 
Representative from Idaho said in a press release the Energy Secretary could not 
withdraw the application without Congress’s approval because Congress selected and 
approved the site. The Senator was concerned because the DOE has a binding 
agreement with Idaho to remove all spent nuclear fuel by January 2035. While Idaho 
generates some fuel, it also accepts and stores waste from other states. According to the 
1995 settlement agreement, the DOE can store up to 55 metric tons in Idaho at any one 
time. A spokesperson for the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality said Idaho is 
about halfway to that limit, which itself is a fraction of the 77,000-metric-ton storage 
capacity of Yucca Mountain. No spent fuel has been sent out of state yet; that awaits a 
national repository. A spokesperson for CH2M-WG Idaho said the Idaho Cleanup 
Project has shipped some low-radiation waste to Carlsbad, New Mexico, but that site 
cannot accept spent fuel and other high-level radiation waste. So, it remains in storage 
in Idaho. 
Source: http://www.magicvalley.com/news/local/article_aaa9c7b4-fdba-5855-b730-
8e0171fdabc3.html 

Return to top]  

7. July 2, Wall Sreet Journal – (National) FAA orders cockpit-door fixes on Boeing 
planes. For the fourth time in as many years, federal aviation regulators have ordered 
U.S. airlines to fix unspecified defects that could cause fortified cockpit-doors on 
potentially thousands of jetliners to malfunction. A pair of directives issued July 1 by 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) indicates that a certain “feature of the flight 
deck door is defective” on a wide range of Boeing Co. jetliner models. Without 
identifying the problem, the FAA documents say failure of this “feature” could 
jeopardize safety, and that elements of the doors must be quickly replaced or modified. 
The directives mention every Boeing jet, from narrow-body MD-80 and Boeing 737 
models to long-range, wide-body Boeing 747, 767 and 777 jetliners. An FAA 
spokeswoman said she couldn’t provide details because the directives focus on security 
matters. 
Source: 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704898504575342721294043134.htm
l 

8. July 2, WFIE 14 Evansville – (Indiana) Damage assessment underway at Waupaca 
Foundry. A company spokesman said employees have returned to ThyssenKrupp 
Waupaca Plant 5 in Tell City, Indiana following a fire July 1 in the facility’s melt 
department. All 300 employees on duty at the time of the fire have been accounted for, 
and no injuries were reported. As construction crews prepared to pave a driveway at 
Waupaca Foundry plant, fire broke out with thick black smoke that was visible at a 

[

Critical Manufacturing Sector 
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distance. The Tell City fire chief said the hydraulic fluid fire was tough to put out. “The 
main problem was getting to it, and we actually stretched about five feet of hose up 
about six flights of stairs,” he said. “The sheer height of it in the building is far enough 
so we couldn’t actually reach it with the ladder truck so we had to do it by hand.” 
Source: http://www.14wfie.com/Global/story.asp?S=12742062 

9. July 2, Belleville News-Democrat – (Illinois) Blast at U.S. Steel in Granite City 
under investigation. Officials are trying to determine the cause of a July 1 explosion at 
the Granite City, Illinois steel mill. U.S. Steel Granite City Works officials confirmed 
that a slag pit erupted about 8:35 a.m., causing two fires. The fires were extinguished 
by U.S. Steel’s fire department and the Granite City Fire Department. Employees in the 
area were evacuated without incident and no one was injured, according to a statement 
from U.S. Steel. The area will be inspected to ensure there were no further hot spots, 
said a company spokeswoman. 
Source: http://www.bnd.com/2010/07/02/1315773/slag-pit-explodes-at-
mill.html#ixzz0sX6BkUgD 

10. July 2, Chicago Sun Times – (Illinois) Fire breaks out in paint oven at Torrence 
Avenue Ford plant. No one was hurt during a fire in a paint oven at a Ford Motor 
plant on the far Southeast side of Chicago July 2, police said. At 12:38 a.m. police 
responded to the fire, according to a South Chicago District police officer. The fire had 
erupted inside a paint oven, the officer said. A Level 1 Hazardous-Materials Team was 
sent to the scene. No one was hurt, according to the officer. 
Source: http://cbs2chicago.com/topstories/ford.plant.fire.2.1784855.html 

11. July 2, Quincy Patriot Ledger – (Colorado; Massachusetts) Railroad-tie 
manufacturer defends itself over alleged defects. The Denver-based manufacturer 
being sued by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority for selling defective 
concrete ties for South Shore commuter rail lines said it fully complied with the terms 
of its 15-year warranty, and that any problems with the ties may have been caused by 
the T itself. Rocla Concrete Ties said in a court filing that any problems with the ties, 
which the T is replacing at an estimated cost of $91.5 million, may have been caused 
by the transit agency itself “by the unreasonable misuse of the railroad ties supplied to 
it.” 
Source: http://www.patriotledger.com/news/state_news/x1143343358/Railroad-tie-
manufacturer-defends-itself-over-alleged-defects 

12. June 30, WSMV 4 Nashville – (Tennessee) Flood damage could force factory to 
move. There are worries that a big company based in Ashland City, A.O. Smith, could 
leave Tennessee after it suffered millions in flood damage. The world’s largest, water-
heater factory and Cheatham County’s largest employer, suffered $65 million in flood 
damage. The 1.5 million-square-foot building, where 1,400 people work, was 
submerged in more than 6 feet of water. Insurance is covering only half of the cost of 
the damage. Some production was moved to other facilities. The company’s board will 
meet July 12 in Milwaukee to consider whether to stay or move. State and county 
leaders have already developed a recovery funding package to entice A.O. Smith to 
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stay. The state has committed $3.5 million to the package, TVA will give $250,000 and 
Ashland City has agreed to pay $500,000. 
Source: http://www.wsmv.com/news/24101096/detail.html 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

13. July 1, Military Times – (National) Navy: Widespread faults caused LPD 17 
woes. Endemic government and contractor failures — including shoddy workmanship 
and bad quality control — caused the engineering problems aboard the fleet’s San 
Antonio-class amphibious ships, according to a new Navy report. In the case of San 
Antonio itself, the $7.5 million repair bill might prevent it from being deployed in the 
near future. “Inadequate government oversight during the construction process failed to 
prevent or identify as a problem the lack of cleanliness and quality assurance that 
resulted in contamination of closed systems,” said the Navy report, released July 1. The 
document is the product of a Navy investigation into what caused engine damage 
aboard the class-leading amphibious transport dock San Antonio, a warship that has 
struggled ever since its construction. In January, the Navy sidelined the San Antonio 
and its siblings because of problems with leaking lube oil. San Antonio is laid up in a 
Norfolk, Virginia dry dock until August or September. Engineers not only are repairing 
its lube oil systems, but they also are attempting a first-of-its kind repair job on a bent 
crankshaft. 
Source: http://www.militarytimes.com/news/2010/07/navy_lpd_jagman_070110w/ 

14. July 1, V3.co.uk – (National) Malware takes aim at defense contractors. A 
sophisticated malware operation targeting defense contractors has been uncovered, 
according to experts. Researchers at Symantec Hosted Services said the operation 
involved compromising the site of one firm, and then using the hacked site to host a 
malware attack on another contractor. The attack began when the first company’s site 
was compromised and embedded with a landing page and obfuscated exploit code. The 
attackers then sent a series of e-mails to employees of a second firm claiming the 
company’s chief executive had been arrested by U.S. authorities. When the targeted 
users clicked on an included link, they were directed to the compromised site of the 
first company, which then attempted to exploit a newly disclosed vulnerability in the 
Windows Help component and infect users with an assortment of malicious software. A 
Symantec senior malware analyst said the sophistication and complexity of the attack 
was particularly noteworthy. 
Source: http://www.v3.co.uk/v3/news/2265825/malware-takes-aim-defence 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

15. July 1, KPTV 12 Portland – (Oregon) Bomb threat made at Sandy bank. A man who 
robbed a U.S. Bank branch in Sandy, Oregon threatened employees with a gun and 
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made a bomb threat as he left the bank, police said. The man escaped with an unknown 
amount of money and told bank employees he was going to blow up the bank, 
according to a representative with the Sandy Police Department. He left behind a paper 
bag which he claimed was a bomb, police said. The bank was evacuated and the 
robbery was reported to police, who rushed to the scene. A Portland Police Bureau 
bomb squad was headed to the area to examine the bag. They determined it was not an 
explosive device. 
Source: http://www.kptv.com/news/24115169/detail.html 

16. July 1, Associated Press – (New York) NY ex-bank computer tech admits ID theft, 
$1M scam. Prosecutors said a computer technician has admitted to using a three-month 
stint at a New York bank to steal 2,000 other employees’ identities, and then use them 
for years to loot about $1 million from charities. The Manhattan District Attorney’s 
office said July 1 that the suspect pleaded guilty to computer tampering and other 
charges. The charges carry a potential of up to 25 years in prison. Prosecutors said the 
suspect is expected to receive five to 15 years in prison at his July 21 sentencing, and 
has agreed to forfeit about $468,000. Prosecutors said the suspect used the stolen 
identities to open bank accounts as coffers for money he covertly transferred from 
charities that released banking information to ease donations. 
Source: http://www.wcax.com/Global/story.asp?S=12744659 

17. July 1, The Bank of Glen Burnie – (Maryland) The Bank of Glen Burnie advises of 
online banking e-mail phishing scam. The Bank of Glen Burnie, Maryland is alerting 
consumers about an e-mail phishing scam designed to look like an online expiration 
warning from the bank. The e-mail informs customers that their account will be deleted 
if they do not update it by July 2, 2010. Consumers are urged to click on a Web site 
link to update their online account. This is a scam. The link goes to a Web site login, 
which looks exactly like The Bank of Glen Burnie’s log-in page, but is not associated 
with the bank. Customers are asked to provide their username and password and 
anyone who provides the data is at risk of identity theft. The Bank of Glen Burnie’s 
Web site is at www.thebankofglenburnie.com. The Bank of Glen Burnie has not, and 
does not, request personal information in an e-mail. 
Source: http://www.marketwatch.com/story/the-bank-of-glen-burnie-advises-of-online-
banking-e-mail-phishing-scam-2010-07-01?reflink=MW_news_stmp 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

18. July 2, Washington Post – (Virginia) Aging pier footings pass safety tests for Dulles 
Metrorail Project. Safety tests on aging foundations that will be used to support a 
bridge carrying Metrorail trains over Interstate 66 in Virginia have verified that the 
footings are structurally sound, officials with the Dulles Metrorail Project said 
Thursday. The tests were mandated last year by the Federal Transit Administration, 
which questioned a safety testing plan proposed by the contractor building the first 11.5 
miles of the rail extension to Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Virginia. On 
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July 1, the executive director of the Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project said the tests 
showed the foundations to be “in excellent shape.” The tests required the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (Metro) to partially shut down service on the 
Orange Line during three consecutive weekends in May and June so workers could 
reach three foundations with limited access. The first leg will start just beyond the East 
Falls Church Metro station and end at Wiehle Avenue in Reston. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/07/01/AR2010070106196.html?wprss=rss_metro 

19. July 2, Bloomberg – (National) U.S. aircraft portable-missile defense may cost $43 
billion. Arming U.S. passenger aircraft to deter shoulder-fired missiles may cost $43.3 
billion over 20 years, the Homeland Security Department says in an unpublished report 
that may reignite debate about the vulnerability of planes to terrorists. Airlines said the 
expense exceeds the risk, and oppose installing the systems. The missiles “could easily 
be smuggled into an airport in a western country,” said the manager of the arms-sales 
project of the Federation of American Scientists, which calls the portable weapons “an 
imminent and acute threat” to airliners. The Washington group disclosed the report 
after obtaining it through a Freedom of Information Act request. The systems foil 
attacks by using lasers to deflect heat-seeking missiles. The $43.3 billion estimate is 
based on installing, operating and maintaining the defense systems on all large 
passenger planes, which the report defines as wide-body aircraft, and narrow-body 
planes the size of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A318 and larger. The cost equals almost 
$12 million over 20 years for each plane, based on 3,636 aircraft as of 2008. An attack 
on a U.S. passenger plane by a shoulder-fired missile would have an economic cost of 
more than $15 billion, assuming it led to a week-long shutdown of airspace, according 
to a 2005 report by the Rand Corporation. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-07-02/u-s-aircraft-portable-missile-
defense-may-cost-43-billion.html 

20. July 2, Ogden Standard-Examiner – (Utah) Skywest plane makes emergency landing 
in Provo. A Skywest plane carrying 21 passengers from Salt Lake City to St. George, 
Utah made a safe emergency landing over concerns about one of its engines. A 
Skywest spokeswoman said the crew decided to put down at the Provo airport shortly 
before noon July 1 after an oil-pressure light for one of its two engines came on 
indicating a possible problem. She said the plane landed with just one engine without 
incident. 
Source: http://www.standard.net/topics/accident/2010/07/02/skywest-plane-makes-
emergency-landing-provo?refresh=1 

21. July 2, Virginian Pilot – (North Carolina) Beach woman to appear at hearing in N.C. 
airport bomb threat case. A Virginia Beach woman has been charged with making a 
bomb threat at the Charlotte/Douglas International Airport in North Carolina before a 
flight to Norfolk, the Charlotte Observer reported July 1. On June 30 about 7 p.m., the 
woman was going through airport security when an officer saw “three anomalies or 
images” on her body as she went through a scanning machine, the newspaper reported. 
After a second officer was called, the suspect was asked if she had anything in her 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/01/AR2010070106196.html?wprss=rss_metro�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/01/AR2010070106196.html?wprss=rss_metro�
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-07-02/u-s-aircraft-portable-missile-defense-may-cost-43-billion.html�
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-07-02/u-s-aircraft-portable-missile-defense-may-cost-43-billion.html�
http://www.standard.net/topics/accident/2010/07/02/skywest-plane-makes-emergency-landing-provo?refresh=1�
http://www.standard.net/topics/accident/2010/07/02/skywest-plane-makes-emergency-landing-provo?refresh=1�


 - 9 - 

pockets. A federal official told the Observer that she said, “I have a bomb.” She 
repeated that statement, adding an `expletive, when she was asked a second time. When 
a supervising officer asked her again, she reportedly said, “A bomb ‘cause I am a 
(expletive) terrorist.’ “ She was described by officers as having an intense stare and a 
non-joking demeanor. The airport checkpoint was shut down and the area was 
evacuated. The woman was taken into custody, and no explosives were found. Her 
luggage was removed from the jet, US Airways Flight 930, and kept in Charlotte, the 
newspaper reported. The suspect also faces charges of disorderly conduct in Charlotte. 
Her flight departed for Norfolk about 20 minutes late. 
Source: http://hamptonroads.com/2010/07/report-beach-woman-charged-making-
airport-bomb-threat?cid=ltst 

22. July 2, Homeland Security Today – (National) Central states not ready for big 
quake. The implications of a destructive earthquake in the New Madrid seismic zone 
covering eight Midwestern and Southeastern states are far greater than even previous 
worst-case scenarios have predicted, according to a study released June 25 by the 
University of Illinois. The study, Impact of New Madrid Seismic Zone Earthquakes on 
the Central USA, commissioned by the Federal Emergency Management agency, found 
that a 7.7 magnitude earthquake could leave at least 3,500 people dead, more than 
80,000 injured and render at least seven million people temporarily homeless. 
Particularly hard hit would be St. Louis and Memphis — the two largest cities near the 
fault. The report also projects that damage to critical infrastructure (essential facilities, 
transportation and utility lifelines) would be substantial in the 140 impacted counties 
near the rupture zone, including 3,500 damaged bridges and nearly 425,000 breaks and 
leaks to both local and interstate pipelines. 
Source: http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/13821/128/ 

23. July 1, CNN – (National) Cruise ship security bill clears Congress. A bill that 
requires cruise ships to tighten security measures and report alleged crimes is awaiting 
the President’s approval. The Senate June 30 passed the Cruise Vessel Security and 
Safety Act. The legislation received broad bipartisan support in the House with a vote 
of 416-4 last year. Peepholes on cabin doors, rails no lower than 42 inches and 
information packets on how to report crimes are some of the changes commercial 
cruise passengers can expect to see after the law takes effect. Ships built after the bill’s 
passage must be equipped with security latched and time-sensitive key technology. The 
bill applies to all ships that dock in U.S. ports. Those ships will also be required to 
immediately report incidents to the FBI or the U.S. Coast Guard, whether the incident 
occurs on the high seas or at port. 
Source: http://www.cnn.com/2010/TRAVEL/07/01/cruise.ship.bill/ 

For more stories, see items 7 and 11  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 
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24. July 2, WAGT 26 Augusta – (Georgia) Teens hospitalized after pipe bomb explosion 
now face charges. Two Augusta, Georgia teens sent to the hospital after a pipe-bomb 
explosion now face charges in Richmond County, Georgia. The two 17-year-olds have 
been charged with manufacturing explosive devices. The teens, who were rushed to 
Doctors Hospital with respiratory problems after a chlorine-filled pipe bomb exploded 
in front of them July 1 in McCormick County, may have been planning to blow up a 
mailbox, the Columbia County fire chief said. The teens stopped at a Wife Saver 
restaurant on their drive from McCormick County back to Augusta to wash the 
chemicals from the explosion off them, and employees found them struggling to 
breathe in the bathroom. The WifeSaver on Belair Road in Martinez was evacuated for 
about two hours while a hazardous-materials team checked the area. 
Source: http://www.nbcaugusta.com/news/georgia/97642929.html 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

25. July 2, Associated Press – (Michigan) State warns restaurants of fake food 
inspectors. Michigan agencies are warning restaurant operators to watch out for fake 
food inspectors. Word of the scam comes from the Michigan Agriculture and 
Community Health departments and the Michigan Restaurant Association. They say 
bogus food inspectors now are making the rounds in Michigan. Restaurants are getting 
calls from people claiming to be from a heath department and requesting to schedule an 
inspection. The callers also ask for sensitive information and threaten enforcement 
action and fines if the restaurant fails to cooperate. The agencies said people should 
demand identification and not give sensitive information on the phone. 
Source: http://www.vcstar.com/news/2010/jul/02/state-warns-restaurants-of-fake-food-
inspectors/ 

26. July 2, Williamsport-Sun Gazette – (Pennsylvania) Tioga County cows quarantined 
after frack water leak. Twenty-eight beef cows on a Pennsylvania farm have been 
quarantined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) after officials said the 
animals may have consumed wastewater that leaked from a holding pond for a natural-
gas well on the property. According to a USDA media spokesman, 16 beef cows, four 
heifers and eight calves on the farm in Shippen Township, may have consumed hay on 
damp ground contaminated by the water before it could be cleaned up in April. The 
quarantined cows must stay on the farm and cannot go to market or be slaughtered and 
used for meat until the quarantine is up. Cows are quarantined depending on their age. 
The time periods include six months for adults; eight months for calves in the womb; 
and two years for young calves because the chemicals, including the heavy metal 
strontium that is toxic to humans, can be absorbed into their bones. 
Source: http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/545449.html?nav=5011 

27. July 2, KABC 7 Los Angeles – (National) Canned tuna recalled for contamination 
risk. More than 1,100 cases of a popular canned tuna brand were recalled July 2 
because of a risk of contamination in the cans, officials said. Tri-Union Seafoods of 
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San Diego said the seals on the 12-ounce select cans of Chicken of the Sea brand solid 
white tuna in water reportedly do not meet standards, allowing them to be 
contaminated. No illnesses have been reported. The recalled cans were sold in 
California, Colorado, Indiana, Maine, Nebraska, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Utah and Wisconsin. The recalled cans carry the UPC code 4800000262, “Best By 
Date 2/10/2014” and product code 7OA1E ASWAB, 7OA2E ASWAB, 7OA3E 
ASWAB, 7OA4E ASWAB, 7OA5E ASWAB, 7OAEE ASWAB or 7OAFE ASWAB. 
Source: 
http://abclocal.go.com/kabc/story?section=news/consumer/recalls&id=7533678 

28. July 2, Biloxi Sun Herald – (National) Oil found in Gulf crabs raises new food chain 
fears. University scientists have spotted the first indications oil from a massive spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico is entering the seafood chain — in crab larvae — and one expert 
warns the effect on fisheries could last “years” and affect many species. Scientists with 
the University of Southern Mississippi and Tulane University in New Orleans have 
found droplets of oil in the larvae of blue crabs and fiddler crabs sampled from 
Louisiana to Pensacola, Florida. “Fish are going to feed on (crab larvae),” said the 
director of the Center for Fisheries Research and Development at the Gulf Coast 
Research Laboratory. “We have also just started seeing it on the fins of small, larval 
fish — their fins were encased in oil. That limits their mobility, so that makes them 
easy prey for other species,” he said. “The oil’s going to get into the food chain in a lot 
of ways.” 
Source: http://www.miamiherald.com/2010/07/01/1711304/oil-found-in-gulf-crabs-
raising.html 

29. July 2, Chico Enterprise Record – (International) Tainted candy being recalled for 
possible lead contamination. California health officials are warning people not to eat 
spicy mango candy from India because it may contain excessive levels of lead. The 
director of the California Department of Public Health warned against consuming 
“Food World Aam Papad Candy Spicy” (Dry Mango Candy Spicy) imported from 
India after tests by the department. The candy is imported and distributed by Quality 
Products, Inc. of San Jose. The state is working with the distributor to ensure that the 
contaminated candies are removed from store shelves. Food World Aam Papad Candy 
Spicy is sold in a 5.25-ounce clear, plastic container that has a red top. It has a white 
label with a red rectangle containing the words “FoodWorld.” Recent analysis 
determined the candy contained as much as 0.29 parts per million (ppm) of lead. 
California considers candies with lead levels in excess of 0.10 ppm to be contaminated. 
Pregnant women and parents of children who may have consumed this candy should 
consult a physician to determine if medical testing is needed. Consumers who find the 
tainted candy for sale at retail outlets are encouraged to call 1-800-495-3232. 
Source: http://www.chicoer.com/news/ci_15426105 

30. July 1, WPBF 25 West Palm Beach – (Florida) Fruit fly outbreak forces Mango 
Grove to close. A Delray Beach, Florida fruit seller was told by state agriculture 
officials to stop selling produce while they treat the area for Mediterranean fruit flies. A 
fruit fly was found inside a trap not far from the Truly Tropical mango grove. The flies 

http://abclocal.go.com/kabc/story?section=news/consumer/recalls&id=7533678�
http://www.miamiherald.com/2010/07/01/1711304/oil-found-in-gulf-crabs-raising.html�
http://www.miamiherald.com/2010/07/01/1711304/oil-found-in-gulf-crabs-raising.html�
http://www.chicoer.com/news/ci_15426105�


 - 12 - 

are considered the most dangerous of the world’s fruit flies because of their threat to 
the economy and food supply. They can attack more than 250 different fruits, nuts and 
vegetables. 
Source: http://www.wpbf.com/health/24100679/detail.html 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

31. July 2, Northern Virginia Daily – (Virginia) Strasburg loses 300,000 gallons of water 
in water main break. Strasburg, Virgina lost 300,000 gallons of water overnight July 
1 due to a water main break on Thompson Street. The town is asking residents and 
businesses to conserve water by not watering lawns or plants, washing cars etc. over 
the next 24-48 hours while water-storage tanks fill. According to a release from the 
town and an e-mail alert from Strasburg police, the water leak has been repaired. 
Source: http://www.nvdaily.com/911/2010/07/major-water-main-break-in-
strasburg.php 

32. July 2, The Smithfield Herald – (North Carolina) Water contamination closes 
restaurants. The Johnston County Health Department July 1 ordered about 100 
restaurants and commercial kitchens in Smithfield, North Carolina to close until a boil-
water order is lifted. The voluntary boil-water advisory was issued June 29 after tests 
showed harmful bacteria in water supplies. The director of the Smithfield-Selma 
Chamber of Commerce said the commercial kitchen closures will mean a big loss for 
restaurants, movie theaters, and other businesses in the area that rely on passerby. The 
director of the environmental health division at the county’s health department said that 
while using bottled or boiled water works for households, it is not a good enough 
solution for restaurants, which depend heavily on tap water. The health department’s 
order applies to all commercial kitchens, which includes hotels and nursing homes. 
Hotels and nursing homes are not required to close. Instead, hotels must provide bottled 
water to all guests and not serve breakfast. Nursing homes can bring in meals from 
outside sources, but nothing can be cooked in-house. The health department indicated 
that if July 1 water-quality tests come back clear, the boil-water order could be lifted. 
Source: http://www.theherald-nc.com/2010/07/01/14969/water-contamination-closes-
restaurants.html 

33. June 30, WSVN 7 Miami – (Florida) Broken pipeline finally fixed. A pipeline in 
Hialeah, Florida that ruptured three months ago has been replaced and placed back in 
service. On June 29, the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department announced that a 
portion of the 54-inch pipe had been replaced. In March, a break in the pipe sent nearly 
10 million gallons of water into the streets near West Fourth Avenue, between 37th 
Street and 49th Street. Chlorine was used to disinfect the pipeline. Officials said the 
chemical would not affect the quality of drinking water in the area. 
Source: http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21001562957141/ 
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34. June 30, Kansas City Star – (Missouri) A bad week for sewage spills in Missouri 
waters. It has been a messy week in Missouri waters with more than 25 million gallons 
of raw sewage reported spilled in Kansas City and St. Louis. Five of the six spills were 
in Kansas City, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) said. The worst 
spill was in St. Louis, which began June 24 when both pumps in a lift station failed. 
State officials said about 4.6-million gallons of sewage overflowed each day through a 
manhole covered by Mississippi River floodwaters. Workers were only able to fix one 
of two pumps. Floodwaters also have hindered the use of emergency pumps. In Kansas 
City, the largest spill resulted in 2 million gallons of sewage discharging into the Blue 
River near where it meets the Missouri River. The overflow was discovered June 27. It 
was caused by a power outage at a secondary treatment facility. An estimated 52,900 
additional gallons of sewage spilled into an unnamed creek that leads to the Blue River. 
The cause was debris in a grate in the sewer. A discharge near 77th Street and Prospect 
Avenue was discovered June 25 but not reported to DNR until June 28. The city is 
blaming the late response on miscommunication among field crews. Another spill in 
Blue Springs the weekend of June 26 and 27 near the 2900 block of N.W. Hunter Drive 
was caused when vandals filled a manhole with debris. The assistant director of public 
works, said police are investigating. In Grandview by June 29, officials were able to 
stem the flow from a broken sewer pipe. City officials estimated about 160,000 gallons 
flowed into a creek that leads into Longview Lake. On June 30, there was a second 
break in the same creek. 
Source: http://www.kansascity.com/2010/06/30/2055986/a-bad-week-for-sewage-
spills-in.html 

For another story, see item 5  
 
[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

35. July 2, South County Times – (Missouri) Mosquitoes carrying West Nile Virus found 
In North/South areas of St. Louis County. Mosquitoes carrying West Nile Virus 
have been discovered in areas of north and south St. Louis County, although no human 
cases have been reported, according to the St. Louis County Department of Health. 
Positive results have been reported in mosquitoes in Calverton Park, Castlepoint, 
Dellwood, Florissant, Mehlville, and Webster Groves. “Positive mosquito tests are a 
reminder that preventative measures are important,” said the St. Louis County Health 
Department director. “Even though serious, West Nile Virus cases in humans are rare 
and it is important to minimize our exposure. We can do this by eliminating 
opportunities for mosquitoes to breed and multiply, and protect ourselves by using 
repellents.” Floodwater mosquitoes, which do not carry West Nile Virus, have been 
emerging in recent weeks and are active in daylight hours as well as being attracted to 
bright lights at night. The county’s health department routinely collects mosquito 
samples to test and help determine where to focus control efforts. Vector control 
monitors and treats standing water in public areas as part of its preventative program. 
Source: http://www.southcountytimes.com/Articles-i-2010-07-02-
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169961.113118_Mosquitoes_Carrying_West_Nile_Virus_Found_In_NorthSouth_Area
s_Of_St_Louis_County.html 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

36. July 2, WTVT 13 Tampa – (Texas) DPS investigates bomb threat at Texas 
Capitol. The Texas Department of Public Safety has reopened the Capitol to visitors 
and workers, many hours after a bomb threat was called in. The call was made around 7 
a.m. July 2, according to state troopers. They say a man made the call from a payphone. 
He said bombs were in the east and west wings of the building and they were set to go 
off at 9 a.m. The building was evacuated and put on lock-down with no one allowed 
inside until after a complete search was conducted. This is the second bomb threat in 
less than a month on the Capitol. DPS troopers evacuated and searched the Capitol June 
18 after someone called 911 to report a bomb threat. Nothing was found after an 
extensive search that closed the Capitol for several hours. 
Source: http://www.myfoxtampabay.com/dpps/news/national/DPS-Investigates-Bomb-
Threat-at-Texas-Capitol-20100702-ktbcw_8451072 

37. July 1, Government Computer News – (National) Security guidance needed before 
government moves to the cloud, GAO says. Cloud computing offers the promise of 
greater efficiency, flexibility and even security, but federal agencies will not adopt the 
technology on a large scale until issues of securing cloud infrastructure and services are 
addressed systematically, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) said in a 
report. “Federal Guidance Needed to Address Control Issues with Implementing Cloud 
Computing” lays out the pros and cons of cloud computing. Potential benefits include 
faster deployment of patches, economies of scale and more efficient disaster recovery. 
Risks include increased dependence on vendors, and sharing of resources. Agencies 
have begun addressing these issues individually, but efforts to develop comprehensive 
security guidance have been fragmented. GAO recommended the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) establish milestones for completing a strategy for 
implementing the federal cloud-computing initiative. It said OMB should ensure this 
strategy addresses information-security challenges, including agency-specific guidance, 
the appropriate standards for assessing cloud-computing service providers, the division 
of security responsibilities between customer and provider, the shared assessment and 
authorization process, and the possibility for precertification of cloud-computing 
service providers. The GAO also suggests that OMB direct the Chief Information 
Officers Council’s Cloud Computing Executive Steering Committee to develop a plan, 
including milestones, for completing a government-wide security assessment and 
authorization process for cloud services. 
Source: http://gcn.com/articles/2010/07/01/gao-cloud-security.aspx 

38. June 30, UPI – (Texas) Bullets strike El Paso, Texas city hall. City officials in El 
Paso, Texa, said they were still in shock June 30, the day after bullets, possible fired 
across the U.S-Mexico border, struck the El Paso City Hall. Seven bullets struck the 
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ninth-floor office of the assistant city manager on the west side of the building, the El 
Paso Times reported. The gunfire may have been stray shots from Juarez, Mexico, on 
the other side of the border, police said. There were about five people in the office 
having a meeting late June 29, the city manager said. She said when they realized it 
was a bullet, they hit the floor and vacated the office. One of the bullets came through 
the wall and knocked over a picture frame, the El Paso Times reported. The city 
manager said safety procedures would be put in place. 
Source: http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2010/06/30/Bullets-strike-El-Paso-Texas-
city-hall/UPI-70401277948500/ 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

39. July 1, Rochester Post-Bulletin – (Minnesota) Month of glitches preceded siren 
failure on night of tornado. A corrupted computer-activation code is responsible for 
several northwest Rochester, Minnesota weather sirens failing to sound during a June 
17 storm that included damaging winds and one or more tornadoes. Officials from 
Olmsted County Emergency Management July 1 described, in detail, to county 
commissioners a host of technical glitches that preceded the damaging storm by about a 
month. Officials apologized for the failure and for reactions to criticism in the days 
after the storm that sounded “flip” to some commissioners. “Up until the 17th, I 
thought we had the greatest system in the country,” said the county’s deputy director of 
the Emergency Operations Center. “Nobody is more embarrassed and ashamed that this 
system failed.” Problems began in the third week of May, when the county installed a 
new version of siren-controller software. However, the software caused the system to 
“lock up.” The county’s tech-support staff, together with the software vendor, thought 
they had corrected the problem, but the system “locked up” again June 12. Two days 
later, the county re-installed the previous version of the software. But when they did 
that, apparently the code controlling Zone 5, a group of sirens covering northwest 
Rochester, became corrupted. 
Source: 
http://www.postbulletin.com/newsmanager/templates/localnews_story.asp?z=2&a=459
369 

40. June 30, San Francisco Chronicle – (California) San Carlos council votes to disband 
police force. The city of San Carlos, California has voted to dissolve its police force 
and to begin the steps to outsource the job of law enforcement to the San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office to cut costs. The city council voted 4-1 June 28 to disband its 85-year-
old police department to save nearly two-thirds of next year’s $3.5-million deficit. The 
council directed city staff to begin negotiating with the sheriff’s office, said the mayor, 
who voted to scrap the 32-member force. The mayor noted that the sheriff’s office, 
which has 462 deputies, has agreed to offer full-time jobs to all San Carlos officers. 
Redwood City police, which had also offered to take over police services, could not 
make such a guarantee. “We do have a lot of local cops, and those local cops will 
continue to work,” the mayor said June 29. “If you look at any organization, it’s good 
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to have some change. We’ll have the best of both worlds. Having the mix of existing 
local cops and new officers, they’ll be able to provide as good, if not better, level of 
service.” 
Source: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/06/29/BA5J1E6LDB.DTL#ixzz0sWtV1800 

[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

41. July 2, Help Net Security – (International) Spam now a vehicle for heavy malware 
distribution. AppRiver released a detailed summary and analysis of spam and malware 
trends traced between January and June 2010. During this timeframe, they quarantined 
more than 26 billion spam messages to protect its customer base of 45,000 corporations 
and six million mailboxes. “Spam today is much more than just a nuisance, it is a 
vehicle for heavy malware distribution and other serious security threats,” said the 
senior security analyst at AppRiver. “For example, more than 1-in-10 junk messages 
contained a virus during the past six months, making malware distribution a serious 
cause for concern. With many countries now on board with the cap and trade system, 
scammers have found a lucrative opportunity to exploit the global quest to go green. 
Source: http://www.net-security.org/malware_news.php?id=1393 

42. July 2, The H Security – (International) Phishing under the name of Wikipedia. A 
new HTML phishing scam has seen a large number of spam e-mails prompting 
recipients to verify an alleged Wikipedia account by clicking on a link that appears to 
point to the official Wikipedia site. The e-mails contain such texts as “Someone from 
the IP address 112.135.3.205 has registered the account ‘iamjustsendingthisleter’ with 
this e-mail address on the English Wikipedia”, where the IP address corresponds to that 
of the spamming computer (bot), and the alleged Wikipedia account is the spam 
recipient’s e-mail account. While the included links appear to lead to the trusted 
service, when clicked, they take users to infected Web sites that the perpetrators may 
have injected with all sorts of dubious content, for example pill advertisements, 
malicious JavaScript code, or both. 
Source: http://www.h-online.com/security/news/item/Phishing-under-the-name-of-
Wikipedia-1032341.html 

43. July 1, Krebs on Security – (International) Top apps largely forgo Windows security 
protections. Many of the most widely used third-party software applications for 
Microsoft Windows do not take advantage of two major lines of defense built into the 
operating system that can help block attacks from hackers and viruses, according to 
research released July 1. Attackers usually craft software exploits so that they write 
data or programs to very specific, static sections in the operating system’s memory. To 
counter this, Microsoft introduced with Windows Vista (and Windows 7) a feature 
called address space layout randomization, which constantly moves these memory 
points to different positions. Another defensive feature called data execution prevention 
— first introduced with Windows XP Service Pack 2 back in 2004 — attempts to make 
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it so that even if an attacker succeeds in guessing the location of the memory point they 
are seeking, the code placed there will not execute or run. These protections are 
available to any application built to run on top of the operation system. But according 
to a new analysis by software vulnerability management firm Secunia, half of the third-
party apps they looked at fail to leverage either feature. 
Source: http://krebsonsecurity.com/2010/07/top-apps-largely-forgo-windows-security-
protections/ 

44. July 1, PC Advisor UK – (International) Tabnapping on the increase. The use of 
Tabnapping, a recently-identified phishing technique, is on the rise, says Panda Labs. 
Tabnabbing exploits tabbed browser system in modern Web browsers such as Firefox 
and Internet Explorer, making users believe they are viewing a familiar Web page such 
as Gmail, Hotmail or Facebook. Cybercriminals can then steal the logins and 
passwords when users enter them on the hoax pages. According to Panda’s latest 
Quarterly Report on IT Threats, the technique is likely to be employed by more and 
more cybercriminals, and users should close all tabs they are not actively using. Panda 
also revealed the number of Trojans being used on the Web has surged, and they now 
account for about 52 percent of all malware. The number of viruses has also increased. 
Viruses account for 24 percent of all Web malware. The security firm said Taiwan had 
the most number of infections, with just over 50 percent of all global infections 
happening in the country, while Russia and Turkey were close behind. Panda also noted 
that attacks on social networks, fake-antivirus software and poisoned links in search 
engines continued to be popular techniques used by cyber criminals. 
Source: http://www.networkworld.com/news/2010/070110-tabnapping-on-
the.html?hpg1=bn 

45. July 1, eWeek – (International) Microsoft Office 2010 security flaw reportedly 
found. Researchers at Vupen Security say they have uncovered a security vulnerability 
in Microsoft Office 2010. However, their discovery has been met with criticism from 
Microsoft, which complaints that it has not received technical details of the bug. 
Microsoft officials are upset researchers chose not to notify the company of their 
findings. The Vupen researchers said they discovered a memory-corruption flaw that 
could be used by an attacker to execute code. The company June 22 said it “created a 
code execution exploit which works with Office 2010 and bypasses DEP (Data 
Execution Prevention) and Office File Validation features.” The bug, the Vupen CEO 
told eWeek, is caused by a heap-corruption error when processing malformed data 
within an Excel document. While technical details of the bug have not been disclosed, 
Vupen said, “our [government] customers who are members of the Vupen Threat 
Protection Program have access to the full binary analysis of the vulnerability” as well 
as detection guidance. But Vupen has not given the vulnerability details to Microsoft. 
Source: http://www.eweek.com/c/a/Security/Microsoft-Office-2010-Security-Bug-
Reportedly-Found-323576/ 

46. July 1, The Register – (International) Adobe auto-launch peril not fully purged, 
researcher says. A security researcher saID he can force Adobe Systems’ widely used 
PDF readers to execute potentially malicious commands despite an emergency security 
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fix the company released recently. The update Adobe added to its Reader and Acrobat 
applications contained a patch designed to prevent attackers from using the apps to 
launch potentially dangerous commands or files on end users’ machines. But a senior 
security researcher at Viet Nam–based Bkis Internet Security, said he can bypass the 
fix by doing nothing more than putting quotation marks around the command he wants 
a targeted machine to remotely execute. The weakness was first demonstrated by a 
researcher and later expanded by others. Adobe had said it wanted to find a way to 
eliminate the threat without removing powerful functionality relied on by some users. 
On July 1, the senior security researcher published the proof-of-concept, showing how 
a booby-trapped PDF file can still be used to override settings designed to block the 
auto-launch feature and open the Windows calculator. It works by using the command 
“calc.exe” rather than calc.exe. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/07/01/adobe_auto_launch_peril/ 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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Communications Sector 

47. July 2, IDG News Service – (National) U.S. to announce $795 million in new 
broadband subsidies. The President’s administration will announce nearly $795 
million in grants and loans for broadband deployment projects across the nation July 2, 
officials with two federal agencies said. The U.S. National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration (NTIA) and the U.S. Rural Utilities Service (RUS) will 
officially announce awards for 66 new broadband projects that will touch all 50 states, 
the officials said. The money, from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
passed by the U.S. Congress in early 2009, is expected to create or save about 5,000 
jobs, officials said. The top goal for the grants and loans is to immediately create 
American jobs, while another goal is to give an economic boost to some areas of the 
country by providing new broadband service said the secretary of the Department of 
Commerce, the parent agency of the NTIA. The new broadband subsidies will bring 
service to 685,000 businesses, 900 health-care facilities, and 2,400 schools, he said. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9178807/U.S._to_announce_795_million_in_
new_broadband_subsidies 

48. July 2, Florence Times Daily – (Alabama) Two stations temporarily go off the 
air. Two URBan Radio Broadcasting stations in Muscle Shoals, Alabama could remain 
off the air for as long as a month while they find a new home, company officials said 
July 1. The two AM stations — WLAY and WVNA — have been off the air since June 
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28. The regional director of programming for URBan said owners of the property that 
has been the site of the stations’ tower for decades had plans to triple the monthly lease 
payment, forcing his company to relocate. He said he has contacted representatives of 
most of the shows that have been airing and they have been understanding and will 
return when the stations resume broadcasts. The first step toward returning to the air 
will be getting permission from the Federal Communications Commission to move the 
transmitter. Also, company officials must find a new site for the tower. 
Source: 
http://www.timesdaily.com/article/20100702/NEWS/100709984/1011/NEWS?Title=T
wo-stations-temporarily-go-off-the-air 

49. July 1, RadioWorld – (Texas) KPFT returns to air. Pacifica station KPFT(FM) in 
Houston, Texas is back on the air after a 36-hour outage due to vandalism. The general 
manager said the site manager and tower owner estimated damages at around $10,000. 
He said thieves broke into the station’s tower facility late June 27 and cut through locks 
and disconnected a “drop line,” a high-voltage wire 30 feet off the ground, cutting 
power to the tower. The transmitter building was damaged and had to be repaired 
before the electrical service could be restored. The Harris County Sheriff’s Office is 
investigating the incident. KPFT was still operating on its translator in Galveston, on 
FM 89.5, and on its Web site. 
Source: http://www.radioworld.com/article/102932 

50. June 30, Star Local News – (Texas) Contractor leaves residents without 
service. Verizon lines were cut during construction the last week of June, leaving 
hundreds of Carrollton, Texas residents without services including telephone and 
Internet. Verizon placed the blame for the cut lines on private contractor Future 
Telecom Inc. Future Telcom claimed the fault lies with two separate sub-contractors — 
Aleman Construction and Sosa Construction. In addition to lines being cut, a water 
main and gas main were also hit during construction, flooding and damaging more 
Verizon lines. The mayor and other city officials were unaware that citizens were 
without Verizon’s services for days. Verizon’s workers had been working 12-hour 
shifts to correct the problem and have been able to restore services to the community. 
Verizon is looking for reimbursement for the damaged lines from Future Telecom. 
However, the investigation is ongoing. 
Source: http://www.scntx.com/articles/2010/06/30/news_update/109.txt 

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

51. July 2, Christian Science Monitor – (Florida) After Gulf swimmers report illness, 
questions about opening a beach. Santa Rosa Island officials flew the double-red, no 
swimming flag over Pensacola Beach in Florida after a swath of thick oil washed 
ashore from the Gulf of Mexico oil spill June 23. Two days later, against the warnings 
of federal health officials and based on a visual survey of the beach, the local island 
authority director reopened the beaches for swimming, urging residents and tourists to 
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come back to the beach. Officials left the ultimate decision on whether it was safe to 
swim to beachgoers. This week, health officials in Escambia County, Florida reported 
that about 400 people claimed they felt sick after visiting the beach and swimming in 
the Gulf. Testing by the University of West Florida in recent days has indicated small 
amounts of dissolved petrochemicals in the water near Pensacola Beach. Federal 
officials have urged caution about swimming in areas not only near the spill, but also 
where oil actually came ashore, and where tides buried some of the oil smudges. 
Federally managed National Seashore beaches on both sides of Pensacola Beach 
remained closed to swimming. 
Source: 
http://www.minnpost.com/worldcsm/2010/07/02/19408/after_gulf_swimmers_report_il
lness_questions_about_opening_a_beach 

52. July 1, WOOD 8 Grand Rapids – (Michigan) Suspicious package found at Walmart 
lot. Michigan State Police bomb specialists were called to a Cascade Township 
Walmart July 1 to deal with a suspicious package. Employees of the store called police 
around 5:30 p.m. when someone told them there was a package abandoned in the 
parking lot. They then put the package in a shopping cart and wheeled it out to a 
relatively empty part of the parking lot. The Michigan State Police Bomb Squad 
opened the package and cleared it from the scene without incident. A police spokesman 
described the nonexplosive device as a case with several tubes and wires connected to 
an electronic device. Police took the package in as evidence and will continue to 
investigate. 
Source: http://www.woodtv.com/dpp/news/local/kent_county/Suspicious-package-
found-at-Walmart-lot 

53. July 1, AHN News – (International) Two Chinese men sentenced in UAE mall bomb 
plot. A court in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has sentenced two Chinese Uighurs to 
10 years in prison after planning a bombing attack on Dubai’s Dragon Mart. The men 
were arrested in July and recently convicted of planning the attack and being members 
of a terrorist group. According to a charge sheet, the men communicated with the 
Islamic East Turkestan movement regarding carrying out the attack. The mall is a large 
shopping center for Chinese-made goods in Dubai. The men planned to detonate an 
explosive device either in or on a statue outside the 4,000-shop complex. The Chinese 
Embassy tipped off UAE authorities. The suspects had been under close watch by 
Chinese officials because of their ethnic and religious backgrounds. 
Source: http://www.allheadlinenews.com/articles/7019163445 

54. June 30, Hannibal Courier-Post – (Missouri) Two arrested in fireworks stand 
arson. Authorities arrested one of two suspects June 30 in an arson at a fireworks stand 
near Troy, Missouri. One was charged with felony first-degree arson. Charges had not 
been filed against the second suspect, who was not identified. No one was in the tent 
when the fire started and there were no injuries. Lincoln County fire officials reported a 
“barrage of explosions inside and outside the 1,800-square-foot tent” upon arrival. The 
fire could be seen from miles away. Much of the merchandise was destroyed.  
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Source: http://www.hannibal.net/newsnow/x41613620/Two-arrested-in-fireworks-
stand-arson 

For another story, see item 57  
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National Monuments and Icons Sector 

55. July 1, Mason City Globe Gazette – (Iowa) Swimming advisory at Beeds Lake State 
Park. The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has issued a swimming 
advisory for Beeds Lake State Park near Hampton. A water sample from the lake found 
250 units E. coli per 100 milliliters. Beeds Lake recorded a geometric mean of 298.63. 
The geometric mean standard is 126 units of E.coli per 100 milliliters of water, 
according to the DNR. The DNR’s beach-monitoring program coordinator said heavy 
rains were responsible for some of the high readings recorded during the week of June 
28. There were no advisories posted for Clear Lake State Park or McIntosh Woods 
State Park. The DNR will conduct water sampling at state park beaches one day each 
week through the summer. 
Source: http://www.globegazette.com/news/local/article_35538908-8561-11df-9e36-
001cc4c002e0.html 

56. July 1, The Longmont Times-Call – (Colorado) Crews hold lines in national park 
fire. Firefighters in Colorado continue to monitor and improve control lines on the east, 
south and southwest flanks of the Cow Creek Fire in Rocky Mountain National Park, 
the Bureau of Land Management reported July 1. Fire activity is occurring in heavy, 
dead fuels on the ground with occasional trees torching, which will continue to produce 
smoke. The fire has burned 914 acres, and the southern and eastern flanks are 60 
percent contained. There are 234 personnel working on the fire. Helicopters are hauling 
out gear, trash and supplies from the crews that are camping near the fireline. 
Source: http://www.timescall.com/news_story.asp?ID=22572 

57. July 1, Las Vegas Review-Journal – (Nevada) Crews, engines and aircraft deployed: 
Fire crews work overnight to contain Mount Charleston blaze. A wildfire broke out 
on Mount Charleston in Nevada July 1, scorching 13 acres of forest and prompting the 
evacuation of most of the residents and campers. The fire was reported about 11 a.m. as 
a structure fire, but authorities determined that no buildings were involved in the blaze, 
which started in the Cathedral Rock area near the end of state Route 157. The fire came 
within 1,000 feet of homes. Investigators had not determined what sparked the flames, 
but think it was caused by humans. Firefighting crews, including more than 100 
federal, state and local firefighters and an air tanker, battled heat and gusty winds to get 
the so-called Cathedral Fire about 25 percent contained by 9 p.m. July 1. Also, a Las 
Vegas police search and rescue helicopter flew up the mountain to make sure all hikers 
had evacuated. Nearby campgrounds and picnic areas also were cleared. 
Source: http://www.lvrj.com/news/fire-on-mt--charleston-brings-campground-
evacuation-97607099.html?ref=099 
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Dams Sector 

58. July 2, United Press International – (Iowa) Officials watch Des Moines levee, 
weather. Des Moines, Iowa, officials closely watched a leaking levee July 2 and rain 
was in the forecast, but an engineer said a “catastrophic failure” was not expected. City 
public works officials said the levee had held despite a small leak. “It’s good to see sort 
of a slow leak, as opposed to a section coming out,” the mayor said. Water seeped 
through the Birdland levee July 1 near where it breached and flooded surrounding 
neighborhoods in 1993 and 2008. However, officials held off ordering the evacuation 
of homes and businesses. The seepage started about 15 hours after the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers lowered the crest gates at Saylorville Lake’s emergency spillway 
June 30. Corps officials lowered the gates sooner than planned with the forecast calling 
for up to 3 inches of rain for Sunday and Monday. A National Weather Service 
meteorologist said 3 inches of rain would be “on the high end” of what’s forecast. If a 
system moves through quickly, the area should get about 1 or 1 1/2 inches, he said. The 
seepage does not mean the levee will fail, a Corps flood engineer, said. “We’re going to 
be keeping a close eye on it,” he said. “But I don’t think a catastrophic failure is 
imminent.” A secondary berm behind the levee would protect homes from the river 
even if the levee failed, the Des Moines city manager said. 
Source: http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2010/07/02/Officials-watch-Des-Moines-
levee-weather/UPI-80501278072277/ 

59. July 2, Birmingham Post – (International) A38 closed in Birmingham after vandals 
cause canal to flood at Castle Vale. Flooding on one of Birmingham’s busiest roads 
caused traffic chaos July 2 in Great Britain. The A38 Kingsbury Road was brought to a 
standstill when thousands of gallons of water and silt poured across the carriageway 
after vandals opened two lock paddles on the Birmingham-Fazeley canal. The act 
increased the flow of water in the area and part of the canal bank was washed away. 
Police closed part of the road and commuters experienced lengthy delays due to the 
flooding between Yatesbury Avenue and Midpoint Boulevard. British Waterways 
experts are now assessing the damage to the canal bank. 
Source: http://www.birminghampost.net/news/west-midlands-news/2010/07/02/a38-
closed-in-birmingham-after-vandals-cause-canal-to-flood-at-castle-vale-65233-
26773370/ 

60. July 1, Associated Press – (Louisiana) Alex damages berms protecting islands from 
oil. The Coast Guard said sand berms designed to protect Grand Terre and Elmer’s 
Island in Louisian from oil encroaching from the Gulf of Mexico were damaged by 
Hurricane Alex. The governor of Louisiana said the berms kept the oil away. “They 
worked as designed,” he said July 1. He did not have reports on how a berm in the 
Chandeleur Islands was affected. The governor said both dredges were back at work 
Thursday evening. He inspected Barataria Bay by boat and said oil from the BP spill 
was in passes and wetlands. Barges blocking some passes were moved because of the 
storm but were returning to position late Thursday. The National Guard said it would 
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get to work immediately to repair the Grand Terre and Elmer’s Island berms. 
Source: http://www.wxvt.com/Global/story.asp?S=12744445 
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