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• A Missouri Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) hospital is under fire because it may have 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. June 30, Bloomberg – (West Virginia) Massey’s bandmill coal plant ablaze in West 
Virginia. Massey Energy Co.’s idled Bandmill coal preparation plant in Logan County, 
West Virginia, is on fire, the second blaze at the facility in less than a year. The fire 
broke out at about 6:30 p.m. local time, The director for the county’s office of 
emergency services, said in a telephone interview. Nine fire departments are tackling 
the blaze and trucking water to the site, she said. No injuries were reported. Workers 
were at the site when the fire started alerted emergency services, she said. The plant, on 
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Rum Creek Road in Logan County, is in a non-residential “rural and secluded area,” 
she said. Massey, which is under investigation because of the April 5 explosion at its 
Upper Big Branch mine in West Virginia that killed 29 miners, said last month it 
planned to restart the Bandmill plant in September. The company has spent almost a 
year rebuilding the plant after it was destroyed by fire in August. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-06-30/massey-s-bandmill-coal-
plant-ablaze-in-west-virginia-update2-.html 

2. June 30, Agence France-Presse – (International) Hurricane Alex delays gulf oil 
clean-up efforts. Hurricane Alex disrupted the BP oil spill, clean-up effort in the Gulf 
of Mexico Wednesday as the storm gathered strength and was expected to make 
landfall. The U.S. President declared a state of emergency in Texas as Alex 
strengthened into the first Atlantic hurricane of the season late Tuesday. Alex was far 
from the epicenter of the clean-up operation off the Louisiana coast, but churned up 
waves and strong winds forced the suspension of oil skimming and booming operations 
off the coasts of Louisiana, Alabama and Florida. Two vessels continued to capture oil 
gushing from an undersea well 50 miles off Louisiana, where the BP-leased Deepwater 
Horizon rig exploded 10 weeks ago sparking the worst environmental disaster in U..S 
history. Coupled with winds of up to 22 knots, the high seas made it too rough for 
crews to deploy a third vessel, the Helix Producer, that was set to nearly double the 
capacity of BP’s containment system. The current containment system is capturing 
nearly 25,000 of the estimated 30,000 to 60,000 barrels of crude spewing out of the 
ruptured well every day. 
Source: http://rawstory.com/rs/2010/0630/hurricane-alex-delays-gulf-oil-cleanup-
efforts/ 

3. June 30, Bloomberg – (Texas; Louisiana) First hurricane of season closes offshore 
rigs, ports. Hurricane Alex picked up strength as it bore down on the energy-rich 
region of southern Texas and the western Gulf of Mexico, closing oil and gas platforms 
and ports from Corpus Christi, Texas, to eastern Louisiana. About 26 percent of crude 
oil production and 14 percent of natural-gas output in the Gulf is shut down, the U.S. 
government reported Wednesday. High seas also disrupted efforts to clean up the worst 
oil spill in U.S. history. Eight rigs and 74 production platforms have been evacuated 
because of the storm. Almost 421,000 barrels of daily oil output were shut-in, along 
with 919 million cubic feet of gas. The Louisiana Offshore Oil Port, which serves 
tankers in deep water off eastern Louisiana, halted offloading Tuesday because of 
rough seas. Deliveries are being made to customers from storage and there are no 
supply disruptions. Operations for loading oil onto smaller ships from large tankers 
near Galveston, Texas, and the Southwest Pass, the main deepwater entrance to the 
Mississippi River, were suspended because of rough seas. Tuesday, the U.S. President 
declared an emergency in Texas. The Texas Governor declared 19 counties a disaster 
area to free up resources and activated 2,500 National Guard troops, eight helicopters 
and three C-130 transport planes.  
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-06-30/first-hurricane-of-season-
closes-offshore-rigs-ports.html 
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4. June 29, Reuters – (Oklahoma) Gas line blast hurts 3 near Oklahoma City. An 
Enogex-owned natural gas pipeline exploded Tuesday about 50 miles southwest of 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, injuring three people, officials said. The explosion 
occurred about 5 miles west of Pocasset, at about 10:50 a.m., the Grady County 
Emergency Management director said. Enogex is a unit of OGE. The incident occurred 
on a 20-inch-diameter gathering line serving a processing plant in Cox City. A crew 
was performing maintenance on the line at the time of the explosion, the company said. 
The fire weakened by midday after valves on the line were shut to stop the flow, the 
emergency management director said. 
Source: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65S5BE20100629?type=domesticNews 

5. June 29, Platts – (National) U.S. chemical board urges new safety measures at gas-
fired plants. Closing investigations into two deadly blasts, the U.S. Chemical Safety 
Board (CSB) adopted Monday a series of 18 “urgent” recommendations designed to 
prevent fires and explosions at industrial facilities during the cleaning and purging of 
natural gas pipes. The 4-1 vote came at a public hearing in Middletown, Connecticut, 
where an explosion at the Kleen Energy power plant killed six workers and injured at 
least 50 others in February. Investigators outlined findings into that probe and 
described its similarity to a blast at a ConAgra Foods Slim Jim plant in Garner, North 
Carolina, which killed four workers and injured 67 in June 2009. Both accidents 
resulted from large, planned releases of gas in the presence of ignition sources — 
during the cleaning of gas piping in the Kleen Energy blast, and during the venting of 
fuel gas indoors in the ConAgra blast. CSB said alternatives exist and that many 
companies use safer methods for flushing pipes or venting gas. One board member said 
the probes also uncovered a “significant gap” in federal standards that threatens the 
safety of workers at gas-fired facilities. 
Source: 
http://www.platts.com/RSSFeedDetailedNews.aspx?xmlpath=RSSFeed/HeadlineNews/
NaturalGas/8854455.xml 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

6. June 30, Greenville News – (South Carolina) Cleanup continues at Liberty 
derailment site. Crews have removed 3,590 tons of contaminated soil from the site of 
a recent 24-car train derailment and chemical spill near Liberty, South Carolina, and 
Tuesday they tackled the final area of visible contamination, where the last of seven 
tankers of hazardous material had been. “We have removed all visibly impacted soil 
except for the contaminated soil beneath the TDI rail car,” said a spokesman for 
Norfolk Southern. Rail traffic is back to normal on the line that is a main regional 
artery between New England and New Orleans. The cause of the June 10 derailment 
that resulted in an evacuation of 436 homes remains under investigation. The two 
tankers that carried the chemicals of greatest concern, TDI — toluene diisocyanate — 
and vinyl acetate, sat atop flat rail cars Tuesday, and were to be moved out overnight. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65S5BE20100629?type=domesticNews�
http://www.platts.com/RSSFeedDetailedNews.aspx?xmlpath=RSSFeed/HeadlineNews/NaturalGas/8854455.xml�
http://www.platts.com/RSSFeedDetailedNews.aspx?xmlpath=RSSFeed/HeadlineNews/NaturalGas/8854455.xml�


 - 4 - 

Neither tanker was breached in the derailment. Nothing spilled from them, and the 
chemicals they carried were transferred to other tankers and moved from the area 
earlier in the cleanup. Five breached tankers — two that carried isopropyl alcohol, a 
flammable chemical, and three that carried ethylene glycol, an antifreeze and industrial 
chemical that is toxic if ingested — have been emptied, cleaned and purged. The 
railroad also plans to remove those tankers on flat cars. Four box cars have been 
removed already, and 13 boxcars remain at the site. They will be cut up for scrap and 
removed from the site on flat cars or by truck. As the last of the visibly contaminated 
soil, and other material, such as gravel and crossties are removed, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the state Department of Health and Environmental Control will 
check to see if there is any other contamination. 
Source: 
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/article/20100630/NEWS/306300039/Cleanup-
continues-at-Liberty-derailment-site 

7. June 30, Eau Claire Leader-Telegram – (Wisconsin) No injuries reported in WRR 
explosion. Several fire departments from across the Chippewa Valley responded to an 
explosion and fire of two chemical tanks at about 9:50 p.m. Tuesday at WRR 
Environmental Services, 5200 Ryder Road, off Highway 93 about one-quarter mile 
south of the interchange with Interstate 94 in the town of Washington, Wisconsin. All 
employees were accounted for and there were no injuries to firefighters, a township fire 
department spokesman said. The blaze was extinguished by 10:45 p.m., and fire crews 
were leaving the scene shortly after midnight. 
Source: http://www.leadertelegram.com/news/front_page/article_e617b270-83f2-11df-
9063-001cc4c002e0.html 

8. June 29, New Jersey Star Ledger – (New Jersey) Livingston chemical fire partially 
closes Eisenhower Parkway. A chemical fire in Livingston, New Jersey, has closed a 
portion of Eisenhower Parkway as crews battle a blaze in a trailer containing chlorine 
and other chemicals on Dorsa Avenue, township officials said. Nearby businesses have 
been evacuated. A hazardous materials team from Nutley is on scene helping to direct 
operations and subsequent cleanup, the township manager said. The fire, which started 
around 3 p.m., is under control and no injuries have been reported. 
Source: 
http://www.nj.com/news/local/index.ssf/2010/06/livingston_chemical_fire_parti.html 

[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

9. June 30, Las Vegas Review-Journal – (Nevada) Ruling keeps Yucca Mountain 
alive. The plan to store nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain near Las Vegas, Nevada was 
kept alive June 29 when a panel of judges ruled that the U.S. President does not have 
the authority to withdraw the project without permission from Congress. Federal law 
requires the Department of Energy (DOE) to apply for a waste repository license and 
for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to evaluate the application and rule on its 
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merits unless lawmakers decide otherwise, according to a three-judge board that hears 
commission licensing matters. “We deny DOE’s motion to withdraw the application,” 
the judges said at the outset of a 53-page ruling. The Nuclear Waste Policy Act, which 
was passed in 1982, “does not give the secretary (of energy) the discretion to substitute 
his policy for the one established by Congress.” The decision is a setback for the 
Presidential administration, which has been moving to shut down the Nevada project in 
fulfillment of a campaign pledge to the Senate Majority Leader, who represents the 
state of Nevada and is a long-time Yucca foe. The program has been zeroed out of the 
President’s 2011 budget, and the hundred or so people remaining at work in Las Vegas 
and Washington, D.C., are retiring, transferring or preparing to be laid off. 
Source: http://www.lvrj.com/news/ruling-keeps-yucca-alive-97461134.html 

10. June 30, Institute for Southern Studies – (National) Gulf Coast nuclear plants at risk 
from BP oil spill. Watchdog groups are warning about the BP oil spill’s potential 
damage to Gulf and Atlantic coast nuclear power plants that use seawater to cool 
pumps and other safety equipment. Earlier this month, representatives of the nuclear 
watchdog groups Beyond Nuclear, Three Mile Island Alert and Unplug Salem wrote a 
letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) seeking details on oil-plume-
monitoring efforts to guard against damage to plants’ safety systems. The letter was 
copied to the Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Security, and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The watchdogs wrote to the NRC June 14 
asking for assurances that federal and state agencies are coordinating efforts to prevent 
safety problems at coastal nuclear power plants. While seawater is not used to cool the 
reactors themselves, it is used in the plants’ secondary-cooling systems. The letter 
asked for details about monitoring of the subsurface oil plumes and what plants are 
doing to protect themselves from the oil, chemical dispersant and dissolved methane. 
Among the nuclear plants that could be impacted by the oil slick is Progress Energy’s 
Crystal River plant on Florida’s Gulf Coast. There are also concerns about Florida 
Power & Light’s Turkey Point and St. Lucie nuclear plants on Florida’s Atlantic Coast. 
Source: http://www.southernstudies.org/2010/06/gulf-coast-nuclear-plants-at-risk-
from-bp-oil-spill.html 

11. June 30, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission – (Tennessee) NRC to meet with NFS 
to discuss apparent violations stemming from October 2009 event. U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff members have scheduled a predecisional 
enforcement conference in Atlanta for July 13 with officials of Nuclear Fuel Services 
(NFS) in Erwin, Tennessee. The meeting is being held to discuss apparent violations of 
NRC requirements associated with the augmented inspection of an October 13, 2009 
incident at the NFS facility. The meeting is open to the public, and NRC officials will 
be available to answer questions. On October 13, 2009, during work on a commercial-
process line, a chemical reaction occurred during the dissolution of scrap material, 
resulting in unexpected levels of heat and the release of nitrogen compound gas fumes 
within the facility. No one was injured. The NRC dispatched a Special Inspection Team 
to the facility to investigate the event and within days, escalated the effort by adding 
additional inspectors to form an Augmented Inspection Team. That team identified 
some issues resulting in the apparent violations to be discussed at the conference. No 
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enforcement action will occur at the meeting. Instead, NRC officials will review 
information presented by NFS and reach a decision on regulatory action at a later date. 
Source: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2010/10-052.ii.html 

12. June 29, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission – (Illinois) NRC monitors operations 
at Honeywell metropolis facility. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is 
closely monitoring operations at the Honeywell International, Inc., uranium conversion 
facility in Metropolis, Illinois, where negotiations have failed to produce a new union 
contract. The plant is currently being operated in a reduced status with salaried 
company employees and temporary workers. NRC inspectors have been at the site for 
three weeks, evaluating Honeywell’s strike contingency plan and observing the training 
of all temporary workers. The inspectors are monitoring operations to ensure the plant 
is being operated safely and confirm that replacement personnel are adequately trained 
in conversion processes, and associated emergency-response procedures specific to the 
Honeywell plant. Plant-security personnel are unaffected by the current contract 
negotiations and remain on duty. NRC personnel will ensure that Honeywell continues 
to maintain adequate security. NRC inspectors will also make sue Honeywell plant 
management maintains proper oversight of operations as well as chemical safety and 
radiation protection. NRC inspectors will also ensure that any overtime worked by 
temporary workers is within facility guidelines. 
Source: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2010/10-051.ii.html 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

13. June 30, Doylestown Intelligencer – (Pennsylvania) 4-alarm fire levels building. A 
four-alarm fire ripped through an industrial building in Plumstead, Pennsylvania 
Tuesday, spewing thick clouds of black smoke hundreds of feet high, producing 
explosions, and bringing hazardous-materials personnel and droves of firefighters from 
as far away as New Jersey to the scene. Firefighters suffered heat-related issues and 
dehydration, but people in the building made it out safely and no serious injuries were 
reported, authorities said. Chemicals were stored in the building, but they were not 
considered harmful and nearby residences were not evacuated, said the Plumstead 
police chief. The blaze erupted around noon in a building that houses Custom Particle 
Inc. and Hawk Mold & Die Supply Inc. Firefighters initially attacked the blaze from 
inside the building, but the roof began to melt, forcing officials to recall firemen from 
the building. The building burned into the afternoon. Hot spots were still flaring well 
into the evening, producing grayish-white smoke that was whipped around the building 
by a summer wind. The building was destroyed. Initial reports indicated the fire began 
in Custom Particle Inc., which pulverizes materials into powder for use in industry. 
Source: http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/news_details/article/28/2010/june/30/4-
alarm-fire-levels-building.html 

14. June 29, Corvallis Gazette-Times – (Oregon) Small fire clears Philomath G-P mill. A 
Georgia-Pacific (G-P) planer mill in Philomath, Oregon was briefly evacuated Tuesday 
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when smoke appeared in part of the plant. The Philomath Fire Department responded to 
an alarm at the lumber mill shortly before 4 p.m., but G-P employees quickly put out 
the small blaze. No injuries were reported. “It was pretty much over by the time I got 
there,” the fire chief said. He said the fire may have been caused by a piece of wood 
that was lodged in the planer. The mill’s automatic sprinkler system kicked in, and 
workers used hand-held extinguishers to douse the flames. Philomath firefighters 
checked the building with a thermal imager and an air monitor, and work resumed after 
a delay of only a few minutes. 
Source: http://www.gazettetimes.com/news/local/article_7deaa592-83dc-11df-b08f-
001cc4c03286.html 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

15. June 29, Associated Press – (National) Military intercepts ballistic missile in 
test. The military says it successfully shot down a short-range ballistic missile in a test 
off of Hawaii. Soldiers of the 6th Air Defense Artillery Brigade from Fort Bliss, Texas, 
fired the interceptor from the Pacific Missile Range Facility on Kauai. It shot down the 
target, which was fired after 9:30 p.m. Monday from a decommissioned amphibious 
assault ship positioned offshore, during the target’s final stage of flight. The soldiers 
firing the interceptor didn’t know ahead of time when the target missile was going to be 
launched. “Preliminary indications are that planned flight test objectives were 
achieved,” the U.S. Missile Defense Agency said in a statement. The test was the latest 
for the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) system, which is part of a 
planned missile defense shield for the United States. Other parts of the network include 
a floating sea-based radar and interceptors fired from ships. The agency said Monday’s 
intercept occurred at the lowest altitude to date for the THAAD system. 
Source: http://www.militarytimes.com/news/2010/06/ap_missile_062910/ 

For another story, see item 57  
 
[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

16. June 30, WKYC 3 Cleveland – (Ohio) Low-tech ‘Bonnie and Clyde’ indicted for 
bank scheme. A husband and wife allegedly slipped nearly $1 million out of a former 
National City Bank Branch in Strongsville, Ohio over the course of 4 years. The wife 
worked as a teller at the branch and allegedly slipped cash along with phony checks and 
money orders to her husband when he would pose as a customer. Over nearly four 
years of visits, the wife allegedly gave her husband $923,471. 
Source: http://www.wkyc.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=138750&catid=45 

17. June 29, Bloomberg – (International) Banks financing Mexico gangs admitted in 
Wells Fargo deal. Drug smugglers caught with 5.7 tons of cocaine near Mexico City 
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had bought the DC-9 jet they flew with laundered funds they transferred through two of 
the biggest banks in the U.S.: Wachovia Corp. and Bank of America Corp., Bloomberg 
Markets magazine reports in its August 2010 issue. This was no isolated incident. 
Wachovia, it turns out, had made a habit of helping move money for Mexican drug 
smugglers. Wells Fargo & Co., which bought Wachovia in 2008, has admitted in court 
that its unit failed to monitor and report suspected money laundering by narcotics 
traffickers — including the cash used to buy four planes that shipped a total of 22 tons 
of cocaine. The admission came in an agreement that Charlotte, North Carolina-based 
Wachovia struck with federal prosecutors in March, and it sheds light on the largely 
undocumented role of U.S. banks in contributing to the violent drug trade that has 
convulsed Mexico for the past four years. 
Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-06-29/banks-financing-mexico-s-drug-
cartels-admitted-in-wells-fargo-s-u-s-deal.html 

18. June 29, Reuters – (International) U.S. charges 18 in Colombian money-laundering 
case. Prosecutors have charged 18 people in an international money-laundering 
conspiracy that they said moved millions of dollars of Colombian drug profits through 
the United States, Colombia, Guatemala, Hungary, and other countries. An undercover 
investigation named Operation Circling Vultures has resulted in 17 arrests on charges 
related to laundering drug profits for traffickers around the world. One more suspect is 
still at large officials said June 29. An unnamed cooperating witness introduced U.S. 
agents to Colombian peso brokers. Undercover agents then spent months monitoring 
money-laundering operations in the United States, Panama and Guatemala, among 
other locations, a statement by the U.S. attorney’s office said. 
Source: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65S4F420100629?type=domesticNews 

19. June 29, United States Department of Justice – (Florida) Miami man indicted for 
purchasing, selling and using stolen credit-card information. A Miami man was 
charged June 29 with buying, selling and using stolen credit-card information. The 
suspect was charged in a three-count indictment returned today by a federal grand jury 
in Miami with: conspiracy to traffic in unauthorized credit card numbers and to possess 
unauthorized credit card numbers with intent to defraud; trafficking in unauthorized 
credit card numbers; and fraudulent possession of equipment to make credit cards. 
According to the indictment, from November 2007 through May 2009, the suspect 
allegedly purchased credit-card information that had been stolen and obtained by 
fraudulent means from co-conspirators whom he met through the Internet. The suspect 
allegedly resold that information to others, who used it to make fraudulent credit card 
purchases. In addition, the suspect allegedly personally manufactured credit cards using 
the information he had purchased. In total, the suspect purchased approximately 26,669 
credit card numbers during the course of the scheme, the indictment alleged. 
Source: http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2010/June/10-crm-759.html 

20. June 29, New York Times – (New York) Circuit breaker kicks stopping trades of 
Citigroup. An experimental circuit breaker for stock markets that was put in place after 
last month’s so-called flash crash kicked in for the second time June 29 after an 
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erroneous trade caused a sudden plunge in the price of Citigroup shares. Trading in the 
shares of Citigroup, one of the most heavily traded stocks in the United States, was 
paused for five minutes at 1:03 p.m. after an over-the-counter trade of about 8,821 
shares was posted at a price of $3.3174, or 12.7 percent lower than the $3.80 price of 
the previous trade. The trade was later canceled, according to a spokeswoman for the 
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, which regulates brokerage firms. Even so, 
Citigroup shares closed 5 percent lower for the day, at $3.79. The circuit breaker rules, 
put in place across all stock markets two weeks ago on the recommendation of the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, require exchanges to pause trading for five 
minutes in any individual Standard & Poor’s 500 stock that moves 10 percent or more 
in either direction in a five-minute period. The circuit-breaker program, which is being 
tested for six months, was started in response to a minicrash May 6 that affected a 
range of stocks and caused a rapid, 1,000-point decline in the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average. 
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/30/business/30circuit.html 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

21. June 30, Washington Post – (District of Columbia) 2 Metro riders are mistakenly 
locked in Cheverly Station. Two Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
(Metro) riders were locked in the Cheverly, Maryland Station on the Orange Line early 
Tuesday morning after the station manager apparently misread the schedule for the last 
train. A senior policy adviser at the Labor Department who got off the train at the 
Cheverly Station about 12:50 a.m. said she and another commuter discovered that the 
manager had locked up for the night. She tried to call Metro, but a series of automated 
prompts eventually led to a message telling her to call back during normal business 
hours. She called 911, but her fellow passenger was on the phone with the Prince 
George’s County police. So the woman handled it a different way: She took out her 
iPhone and posted the news to Facebook. She wasn’t sure whether it helped, but it 
made her feel better. “It was extremely helpful to have my smartphone,” she said. “If 
this had been 10 years ago, I think I would have been a lot more freaked out, because I 
was looking around the station and realizing there are no phones there.” A man in a 
Metro T-shirt and hat came up from the station platform below about 1:15 a.m. and let 
them out. “He said several times, ‘The station manager is going to be taking an 
unexpected vacation,’ “ she said. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/06/29/AR2010062904940.html?wprss=rss_metro 

22. June 30, Florida Today – (Florida) Faulty air handler causes evacuation at Port 
Maritime Center. Cape Canaveral, Florida fire officials said a faulty air-conditioning 
unit led to the evacuation of the Port Canaveral Maritime Center June 30. Office 
workers were allowed back in the three-story building at about 8 a.m. today, officials 
said. Firefighters were called to the site, which houses a number of Port Canaveral 
Authority offices, at about 6:30 a.m. after an administrative assistant reported hearing a 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/30/business/30circuit.html�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/29/AR2010062904940.html?wprss=rss_metro�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/29/AR2010062904940.html?wprss=rss_metro�


 - 10 - 

small explosion inside the building. “It was actually metal hitting metal inside the air 
handler,” said the Cape Canaveral fire chief. “The sound echoed very loudly through 
the air ducts.” Firefighters quickly evacuated the center and searched the building floor 
by floor before tracking the problem to a burned-out belt in the air-conditioning 
system’s air handler. 
Source: 
http://www.floridatoday.com/article/20100630/BREAKINGNEWS/100630002/1006/N
EWS01/Faulty+air+handler+causes+evacuation+at++Port+Maritime+Center 

23. June 30, Chicago Sun Times – (Illinois) Aircraft lands safely at O’Hare after 
passenger disrupts flight. A passenger who was being disruptive with others 
passengers and the crew on a flight bound for Chicago Tuesday night caused the plane 
to be diverted to Denver, where that person was met by local and federal authorities. 
United Flight 428 originated in Las Vegas and was supposed to land at O’Hare 
International Airport, but the disruptive passenger caused the pilot to decide to land in 
Denver, according to a United Airlines spokesman. The flight landed at 8:49 p.m. 
Denver time and the person was taken off the plane there and met by representatives for 
the Denver Police and the FBI, the spokesman said. He said the other passengers 
disembarked temporarily, but they got back on board after the incident and the flight 
landed safely in Chicago at 2:26 a.m. No one was injured and there was no fire, smoke 
or explosions, according to the spokesman who said he did not know immediately what 
the person was doing to cause the ruckus. 
Source: http://www.suntimes.com/news/metro/2449984,ohare-landing-disruptive-
passenger-063010.article 

24. June 30, Aviation Week – (National) FAA proposes changes to icing 
standards. Manufacturers of transport aircraft would be required to demonstrate that 
an aircraft certified to operate in icing conditions could safely operate in a “supercooled 
large drops” environment under a new rule proposed June 29 by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) expanding icing-certification standards. Powerplants and other 
aircraft components, such as angle-of-attack and airspeed indicators, also would be 
required to perform safely in freezing rain or drizzle, ice crystals or a combination of 
icing phenomena. The proposed rule arose from the October 1994 accident of Simmons 
Airlines Flight 4184, whose ATR 72 flew into icing conditions while in a holding 
pattern near Roselawn, Illinois. The encounter led to an initial roll excursion, loss of 
control, rapid descent and impact with the ground, killing 68 people. Following the 
accident, the National Transportation Safety Board, as well as the FAA Aviation Rule-
making Advisory Committee, issued recommendations aimed at improving safety in 
icing conditions. The FAA’s proposed rule stems from those recommendations. The 
FAA estimates the total cost of the rule at $71 million, and for the period 2012-2064, 
estimates annual costs at $3.8 million. 
Source: 
http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_channel.jsp?channel=comm&id=news/
avd/2010/06/30/02.xml 
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25. June 30, Homeland Security Today – (National) Napolitano to launch rail security 
campaign. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security Secretary will spend the day 
traveling from New York City to Washington, D.C., via an Amtrak passenger rail train, 
inaugurating a national “See Something, Say Something” campaign. The rail-security 
campaign takes its name from a catchphrase developed by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority in New York City. She will travel from New York’s Penn 
Station to Newark, New Jersey, to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and then to Union 
Station in Washington D.C., Thursday. Along the way, she will make speeches 
highlighting steps the U.S. President has taken to secure U.S. surface-transportation 
networks. DHS has timed the launch of the national rail-security program to coincide 
with Operation Regional Alliance Including Local, State, and Federal Efforts (RAIL 
SAFE). Operation RAIL SAFE involves increasing security teams on passenger rail 
trains, conducting explosives sweeps with canine teams, and randomly inspecting 
passenger baggage. TSA, Amtrak Police, and police agencies at the federal, state, and 
local levels of government have teamed up to initiate Operation RAIL SAFE 
throughout the northeastern United States to test their counterterrorism capabilities. 
Lawmakers consistently have questioned whether the U.S. has done enough to protect 
passenger rail systems, which have proven an attractive target to al Qaeda and other 
terrorist groups in Europe and Asia. In the past several years, terrorists have launched 
major attacks on passenger rail systems in Madrid, London, Mumbai, and Moscow. 
Source: http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/13809/128/ 

26. June 29, New York Daily News – (New York) Abdel Nur pleads guilty to helping plot 
explosion of fuel tanks at JFK airport. A Guyanese national pleaded guilty Tuesday 
to participating in an international plot to blow up fuel lines and fuel tanks at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport in New York. The man admitted to providing material 
support to co-conspirators a day before he was scheduled to go on trial in Brooklyn 
Federal Court. He faces 15 years in prison under the plea deal approved by prosecutors 
in Brooklyn and the U.S. Justice Department. The suspect could have gotten life in 
prison if convicted after a trial. “I understood the goal of the planning of the destruction 
of fuel tanks and fuel by planes was to cause major economic loss in the United States,” 
he said in court. The plan, hatched by an ex-airport cargo worker, targeted the Buckeye 
pipeline which feeds 8 million gallons of jet fuel and refined petroleum to the airport 
daily. Had the attack succeeded, the terrorist wannabes hoped the conflagration would 
eclipse 9/11, according to court papers. 
Source: http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2010/06/29/2010-06-
29_abdel_nur_pleads_guilty_to_helping_plot_explosion_of_fuel_tanks_at_jfk_airport.
html 

27. June 29, Epoch Times – (New York) JFK’s longest runway reopens after 
renovations. After four months of construction, the longest and main airport runway at 
John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK) in New York reopened late Monday. At a 
press conference at the airport, officials from Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey, airlines, and the Federal Aviation Administration lauded the speedy 
redevelopment of the Bay Runway. The runway was completed on budget, with a price 
tag of $348.1 million, according to the Port Authority. Another 3,647 feet of the 

http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/13809/128/�
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2010/06/29/2010-06-29_abdel_nur_pleads_guilty_to_helping_plot_explosion_of_fuel_tanks_at_jfk_airport.html�
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2010/06/29/2010-06-29_abdel_nur_pleads_guilty_to_helping_plot_explosion_of_fuel_tanks_at_jfk_airport.html�
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2010/06/29/2010-06-29_abdel_nur_pleads_guilty_to_helping_plot_explosion_of_fuel_tanks_at_jfk_airport.html�


 - 12 - 

runway is to be worked on, and upon completion, is expected to reduce flight delays by 
approximately 10,500 hours for passengers. Another 50 feet is going to be added to the 
width of the runway, increasing its size to 200 feet within the next few months. 
Renovations include replacing the asphalt, which was laid in 1993, with concrete that is 
expected to last another 40 years. The renovation is expected to save the Port Authority 
$500 million in the long term. In the past four months, however, construction on the 
runway has caused flights delays of 20 percent as it is the main runway at JFK, which 
handles 48 million passengers annually. 
Source: http://www.theepochtimes.com/n2/content/view/38295/ 

For more stories, see items 4, 6, and 8  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

28. June 30, Associated Press – (International) Chinese honey trade tainted by dirty 
dealings. A Chinese businessman has been convicted of trying to get around U.S. 
import taxes by sending 15 shipping containers of cut-rate honey to the Philippines to 
be relabeled and sent on to the United States. The practice called honey-laundering is 
just one of many unsavory acts besmirching China’s honey industry. China produces 
about 660 million pounds of honey per year, making it the world’s No. 1 producer. But 
stocks are tainted with antibiotics, and experts say it is hard to maintain quality when 
most manufacturers are poor and uneducated. Competing American beekepers are 
calling for tougher measures against honey cheats. 
Source: 
http://www.pe.com/ap_news/California/US_Food_and_Farm_Honey_Laundering_508
063C.shtml 

29. June 29, Harlingen Valley Morning Star – (Texas) Farmers fear severe damage to 
crops. Sorghum growers in Texas have been working long hours to harvest what would 
have been a bumper crop, farmers and agriculture experts said June 29. But any 
sorghum not harvested quickly is likely to be ruined by Tropical Storm Alex, which is 
expected to be a hurricane when it hits the South Texas/Northern Mexico coast as early 
as late June 30. “Not even 20 percent of the crop has been harvested,” said a past 
president of the Grain Sorghum Producers’ board and general manager of Rio Farms. 
“At most, some guys may have 20 to 25 percent of their crop cut.” The county 
extension director for the U.S. Department of Agriculture in Willacy County said 
farmers can expect to lose any sorghum crop that isn’t harvested before the storm 
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arrives. Other crops that may suffer include corn and cotton. 
Source: http://www.brownsvilleherald.com/news/monte-113860-alto-severe.html 

30. June 29, Eat, Drink and Be – (International) Germany highlights risks from 
packaged sprouts and salads. High bacteria loads observed in fresh packaged sprouts 
and ready-to-eat salads are likely caused by a combination of factors, including poor 
processing hygiene and humid conditions fostered inside plastic packaging, said a 
German safety body. The Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (FIRA) also said that 
contamination during the growth and harvesting of the products, as well as the fact that 
some bacteria are carried by animals and occur naturally in the environment also 
contribute to the high levels of bacteria. But the agency said incidents of food-borne 
illnesses from the vegetables were relatively low compared to that from pork and 
poultry. FIRA said a study of 59 samples of fresh packaged sprouts and shoots found 
the numbers of bacteria in sprouts “increase considerably within a few days” and have 
an above average microbial load when they reach the best before date.” 
Source: http://eatdrinkandbe.org/article/index.0629_it_europe_sprouts 

31. June 29, Los Angeles Times – (National) FDA urges less antibiotics in meat. Meat 
producers should use certain antibiotics only to assure animal health and stop using the 
drugs to increase production and promote growth, the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) said June 28. The recommendation to cut back on the use of antimicrobial drugs 
comes amid rising concern that extensive use in animals contributes to antibiotic-
resistant strains of bacteria afflicting humans. “The development of resistance to this 
important class of drugs, and the resulting loss of their effectiveness as antimicrobial 
therapies, poses a serious public health threat,” the FDA said in a draft guidance 
statement. The FDA guidance applies to antibiotics deemed “medically important” 
because they also are useful in treating human illness. It calls on meat producers to 
consult more closely with veterinarians about when to use drugs and which compounds 
to employ. 
Source: http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jun/29/nation/la-na-fda-antibiotics-20100629 

32. June 29, Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals – (Louisiana) DHH reopens 
oyster harvesting areas 27 and 28. The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
(DHH) announced June 29 that it is reopening oyster harvesting areas 27 and 28 to give 
harvesters as much time as possible to harvest their product before any potential impact 
from the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Areas 27 and 28, which are west of the 
Mississippi River in Iberia Parish, were originally closed June 9 and May 26 
respectively, as a precaution in anticipation of possible oil intrusion. There has been no 
intrusion of oil as of yet in either area being opened. DHH officials continue to monitor 
the areas and have worked with the Food and Drug Administration and within federal 
protocols to facilitate the partial reopening. In addition to continued lab testing being 
conducted by the state, oyster harvesters “taste test” the oysters as they are pulled from 
the water to make sure their product is not contaminated. 
Source: http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/news.asp?ID=1&Detail=1649&Print=1 
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33. June 28, Atlanta Journal Constitution – (International) Explosion at Coca-Cola 
bottling plant in India kills three, injures five. An explosion in the boiler room of a 
Coca-Cola bottling plant in India killed three workers and injured five more. The 
bottler, Hindustan Coca-Cola Beverages Ltd., said the incident occurred at the Khurda 
plant in eastern India at 2 p.m. local time June 25. Three workers from boiler-services 
firm Steamax Fuel Supplier died from their injuries, and four employees of the same 
firm and one employee of Hindustan Coca-Cola suffered burns. The cause of the 
incident was unknown. Hindustan Coca-Cola said the boiler “was in good working 
condition” and was last inspected and approved in December. The plant has been 
closed since June 25 as the cause of the explosion is investigated. 
Source: http://www.ajc.com/business/explosion-at-coca-cola-
559258.html?cxtype=rss_news 

For another story, see item 5  
 
[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

34. June 30, USA Today – (National) 16 states ban phosphate-laden dishwasher 
soap. Starting Thursday, 16 states will ban the sale of dishwasher detergents that 
contain high levels of phosphates, a source of pollution in lakes and streams. Stores 
will not be allowed to sell detergent with more than 0.5 percent phosphorous. The bans 
do not apply to commercial dishwashing products, and detergents for hand-washing 
dishes generally contain no phosphorus. States instituting the rule include Illinois, 
Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire, 
Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin, 
reports the Associated Press (AP). Some areas such as Spokane County, Washington, 
have had such bans in place for years. “Phosphorous is like a fertilizer. It increases 
algae and aquatic weed growth in water bodies,” a natural resource specialist with the 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, told the AP. He said too much algae 
depletes oxygen needed for healthy fish and aquatic life. Sewage treatment plants and 
private septic systems can remove much, but not all, of the phosphorous from 
wastewater, so some of it ends up in lakes, streams and rivers. As a result of the ban, 
some familiar brands such as Cascade and Colgate-Palmolive are offering dishsoaps 
with few or no phosphates. 
Source: http://content.usatoday.com/communities/greenhouse/post/2010/06/16-states-
ban-phosphate-laden-dishwasher-soap/1 

35. June 29, Associated Press – (Hawaii) Deal aims to stop sewage spills on Waikiki 
beaches. Honolulu officials said Monday that the city will upgrade its aging sewer 
system to prevent another spill from contaminating Waikiki’s famous beaches. The 
upgrades were part of a settlement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency that 
ended years of lawsuits and sanitation warnings. The threat spilled over in 2006, when 
48 million gallons of sewage was flushed into a Waikiki canal and reached beaches 
after weeks of heavy rain. If the wastewater had not been released into the ocean, 
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sewage could have backed up into hotels, homes and businesses. The proposed 
settlement resolves four lawsuits, filed between 1994 and 2010 by environmental 
groups including the Sierra Club, Our Children’s Earth Foundation, and Hawaii’s 
Thousand Friends. It still needs to be approved by the city council and the federal court. 
Details of the settlement were not disclosed, but they require the city to improve 
wastewater collection and sewage treatment. It will likely mean increases to sewer 
charges paid by island residents and businesses, who will pass on the costs to tourists. 
The agreement calls for improved waste-water collection pipes called force mains, as 
well as upgrades to pump stations. It also sets an extended timeline for the city’s two 
largest wastewater treatment plants, at Sand Island and Honouliuli, to begin handling 
secondary treatment of sewage that contains pesticides, toxins and pathogens found in 
water tests. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5j34LqWqpC5wOW1pRGi3IDb
YGB82QD9GKJ2E00 

36. June 29, Ecologist – (International) Report lists top ten countries at risk of water 
shortages. Sub-Saharan African countries top list of those with the most vulnerable 
water supplies as report warns of a “looming crisis” in Asia and Africa from pollution 
and depletion of natural water resources. The depletion of water supplies is increasing 
the risk of internal and cross-border conflict as competition between industry, 
agriculture and consumers increases, according to an assessment of the world’s most-
vulnerable countries. The report from the analysts Maplecroft, said that the 10 countries 
most at risk are: Somalia (1), Mauritania (2), Sudan (3), Niger (4), Iraq (5), Uzbekistan 
(6), Pakistan (7), Egypt (8), Turkmenistan (9), and Syria (10). The ranking was based 
on an assessment of access to water, water demands and the reliance on external 
supplies with countries like Mauritania and Niger more than 90 percent reliant on 
external water supplies. 
Source: 
http://www.theecologist.co.uk/News/news_round_up/523066/report_lists_top_ten_cou
ntries_at_risk_of_water_shortages.html 

37. June 29, Pryor Daily Times – (Oklahoma) LG discovers major water leak. The 
Locust Grove, Oklahoma Public Works Authority (PWA) has been busy, with the 
superintendent compiling a report on the town’s water system. PWA recently 
discovered a sizeable leak that the superintendent estimates is causing the loss of 2 
million gallons of water per month. PWA is working to cap the leak and the agency has 
purchased $6,000 in valves. The money for the valves came from a Rural Economic 
Action Plan grant. The superintendent also said locks have been replaced at the water 
plant after an incident two weeks ago. “Somebody got into the lake box and shut one of 
the pumps off,” he said, noting that the culprit(s) used a key to unlock the lock. The 
superintendent said the PWA has also switched over to a chlorinator at the water plant. 
By using chlorine gas, the town will cut chemical costs in half, he said. 
Source: http://pryordailytimes.com/local/x1671032696/LG-discovers-major-water-leak 
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38. June 29, KMOX 1120 St. Louis – (Missouri) Millions of gallons of raw sewage could 
be flowing into Mississippi. Missouri officials said raw sewage is flowing into the 
Mississippi River near the town of Jefferson Barracks and has been for nearly a week. 
The Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) said the Metropolitan Sewer 
District (MSD) reported a mechanical failure at one of its stations June 29. The pumps 
apparently failed June 24. DNR officials estimate as much as 4.5 million gallons of 
untreated sewage per day could be flowing into the Mississippi. The wastewater is 
apparently coming out of a manhole covered by flood waters. A spokesperson for MSD 
said they expect to have one pump back up and running by Tuesday night. The agency 
said flood waters have made repairs a challenge. 
Source: http://www.kmox.com/Millions-of-gallons-of-raw-sewage-could-be-
flowing/7579243 

[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

39. June 30, Computerworld – (National) Hospital CIOs confused over e-health records 
rollout standards. Eight out of 10 hospital CIOs recently surveyed by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP said they are concerned they will not be able to 
demonstrate “meaningful use” of electronic health records (EHRs) — and therefore 
won’t qualify for federal reimbursements for rolling out the technology. Ninety-four 
percent of CIOs in the survey released Tuesday said they are concerned they can’t meet 
government requirements about how to report meaningful use of EHRs, and 92 percent 
are concerned about a lack of clarity in the criteria used by the government. Last year, 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act set aside $36 billion to help hospitals 
and doctors purchase equipment to computerize patient medical records, but even the 
most sophisticated hospitals in the country are struggling to qualify for the payments, 
PwC’s study indicated. Clinicians and hospitals that deploy the technology and prove 
that it meets a set of government “meaningful use” standards showing it is being 
effectively used may receive up to $44,000 per doctor in reimbursement funds 
beginning next year. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9178685/Hospital_CIOs_confused_over_e_he
alth_records_rollout_standards 

40. June 30, CNN – (Missouri) VA hospital may have infected 1,800 veterans with 
HIV. A Missouri Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) hospital is under fire because it 
may have exposed more than 1,800 veterans to life-threatening diseases such as 
hepatitis and HIV. John Cochran VA Medical Center in St. Louis has recently mailed 
letters to 1,812 veterans telling them they may have contracted hepatitis B, hepatitis C 
and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) after visiting the medical center for dental 
work, said a Democratic U.S. Representative from Missouri. He is calling for an 
investigation into the issue and has sent a letter to the U.S. President about it. “This is 
absolutely unacceptable,” said the Representative. “No veteran who has served and 
risked their life for this great nation should have to worry about their personal safety 
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when receiving much needed health-care services from a Veterans Administration 
hospital.” The issue stems from a failure to clean dental instruments properly, the 
hospital told CNN affiliate KSDK. The association chief of staff at the hospital told the 
affiliate that some dental technicians broke protocol by handwashing tools before 
putting them in cleaning machines. 
Source: http://www.cnn.com/2010/US/06/30/va.hospital.hiv/index.html?hpt=T2 

41. June 29, Associated Press – (National) Security glitch exposes WellPoint data 
again. WellPoint Inc. has notified 470,000 individual insurance customers that medical 
records, credit card numbers and other sensitive information may have been exposed in 
the latest security breach of the health insurer’s records. The Indianapolis company said 
the problem stemmed from an online program customers can use to track the progress 
of their application for coverage. It was fixed in March. A spokeswoman said an 
outside vendor had upgraded the insurer’s application tracker last October and told the 
insurer all security measures were back in place. But a California customer discovered 
that she could call up confidential information of other customers by manipulating Web 
addresses used in the program. Customers use a Web site and password to track their 
applications. WellPoint learned about the problem when the customer filed a lawsuit 
about it against the company in March. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gyEYsN9IqMS3mmDmnLf8e1
TsLhOgD9GL40E02 

42. June 28, Standard-Examiner – (Utah) Utahns warned of whooping cough 
outbreak. Because a recent whooping cough outbreak in California has killed five 
infants and sickened 910 people, Utah health officials are asking residents to protect 
themselves by vaccinating their children and getting their own booster shots if they 
already haven’t done so. Whooping cough, or pertussis, is a bacterial disease that 
passes from person to person. So far three or four cases have been confirmed each 
month since the beginning of the year in Weber County, and six have been confirmed 
so far this month. Davis County is reporting seven cases since the beginning of the 
year. “It’s especially hard on infants,” said the Weber-Morgan Health Department 
public information officer. “Children are required to get the vaccine throughout their 
childhood and school years, but adults are also susceptible,” she said. “Even if you did 
receive the vaccine, immunity fades over time, and it is recommended that people get a 
booster once every 10 years.” 
Source: http://www.standard.net/topics/health/2010/06/28/utahns-warned-whooping-
cough-outbreak 

For another story, see item 47  
 
[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 
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43. June 29, The New New Internet – (Maine) Maine’s online database of legislative 
activity gets hacked. An unknown hacker broke into Maine’s online database of 
legislative activity and attempted to manipulate the code of the Web site June 24, 
according to The Portland Press Herald. The legislature’s IT staff shut down the Web 
site’s bill-status function, which allows users to follow legislation such as roll calls, 
committee votes, amendments and fiscal notes. The manipulated code inserted the 
addresses of extraneous Web sites that could have exposed users’ computers to harm if 
they clicked on the links, said the director of IT for the legislature. “It’s not really a 
hugely harmful thing, if you get the website down,” he said. As soon as the IT staff 
became aware of the problem, it took down the Web site. The bill-status section of 
www.mainelegislature.org is run by a vendor, International Roll-Call. It is unclear 
whether the hacking impacted the Web sites of other state legislatures operated by the 
company, but the director of IT for the legislature said there have been talks with 
vendor officials who said they plant to increase security. 
Source: http://www.thenewnewinternet.com/2010/06/29/maines-online-database-of-
legislative-activity-gets-hacked/ 

44. June 29, The New New Internet – (National) June busy month for cyber criminals 
targeting colleges. Three U.S. universities were recently targeted by separate cyber 
attacks attempting to either dupe students into revealing personal information or extract 
student data by hacking school computer systems. SPAMFighter reports how some 
students at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiania, fell for an e-mail scam claiming 
to be from the “Webmail Administrator” of the school. The e-mail urged recipients to 
click on an embedded link. Students of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) at 
Harvard University were recently warned about a phishing attack that purported to be 
from FAS. The e-mail had the subject line “Your Account has been flagged and is 
about to be out of service.” The e-mail contained the same message as the subject with 
an additional sentence urging the user to update his or her account details to fix the 
issue, followed by a “CLICK TO UPDATE” link. The e-mail also asked the recipients 
for usernames, passwords and birth dates. And Maine Public Broadcasting Network 
reported June 29 how University of Maine police are investigating an attack on two 
UMaine computer servers. School officials said the breach could have exposed 
personal information related to a small percentage of students between the summer of 
2002 and the present. UMaine is planning a press conference at 2 p.m. June 29 to 
provide more details about the breach. 
Source: http://www.thenewnewinternet.com/2010/06/29/june-busy-month-for-cyber-
criminals-targeting-colleges/ 

45. June 29, Assocaited Press – (Wisconsin) Crews dismantle suspicious package that 
prompted evacuation of federal courthouse in Milwaukee. A suspicious package 
that prompted the evacuation of the downtown Milwaukee federal courthouse turned 
out to contain school supplies. The package was found June 29 about 3:30 p.m. in a 
charity donation bin. The evacuation was ordered after a bomb-sniffing dog reacted to 
the package. Authorities gradually began closing off local streets, including some as far 
as five blocks away. That led to traffic snarls throughout downtown. Eventually a bomb 
squad dismantled the package, which was wrapped tightly in tape. Police then gave the 
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all-clear and began to reopen streets. The police chief said authorities were obligated to 
take the threat seriously based on the dog’s reaction. 
Source: http://www.fox6now.com/news/sns-ap-wi--courthouseevacuation-
milwaukee,0,2004638.story 

46. June 29, Government Technology – (Pennsylvania) Pennsylvania police departments 
connect wirelessly to school district camera feeds to aid incident response. School 
systems and police departments are community partners, and ensuring student, faculty 
and officer safety is a high priority for both entities. In Pennsylvania, police 
departments are being both innovative and proactive by using wireless technology to 
handle school safety. If there is an emergency, local police departments can increase 
situational awareness by directly linking to Pennsylvania schools’ live video camera 
feeds. About 128 cameras keep watch over the Franklin Regional School District’s five 
schools - one high school, one middle school and three elementary schools. And the 
Murrysville Police Department will upgrade officers’ in-car laptops with software that 
will connect to each of the district’s live video feeds. Linking to these feeds could 
provide vital information for police officers in the event of an emergency. The police 
department received a $100,000 grant from the Community Oriented Policing Services 
technology program, of which about $45,000 will fund the purchase of OnSite 
Information Systems Inc.’s Responder Knowledge software. 
Source: http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/765521 

47. June 29, KING 5 Seattle – (Washington) Bomb threat forces Pierce Co. Health Dept. 
evacuation. The Pierce County Health Department in Tacoma, Washington was 
evacuated early June 29 due to a bomb threat. Tacoma Police said the threat was left on 
a note. Bomb-sniffing dogs searched the building, but nothing was found. The 
evacuation was lifted. 
Source: http://www.king5.com/news/local/Bomb-threat-forces-Pierce-Co-Health-Dept-
evacuation-97400334.html 

48. June 29, WOFL 35 Orlando – (Florida) Search for explosives continue at Odyssey 
Middle School. It is day two and crews with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Jacksonville District, are searching the property around Odyssey Middle School in 
Orlando, Florida for possible explosives. A Corps official said crews are currently 
conducting a geophysical survey to test for any munitions near the site of classroom 
portables. It is an area that was not accessible to them in the past. The portables have 
since been removed so crews can begin scanning the ground with a high-tech metal 
detector. Corps officials said the actual school building is not in any danger primarily 
because when the school was being constructed, there were no signs of munitions as 
construction crews were laying the infrastructure. The main focus is searching the areas 
where the classroom portables were previously located. So far no explosives have been 
found, officials said. The Corps will continue its search throughout the week. 
Source: http://www.myfoxorlando.com/dpp/news/education/062910search-for-
explosives-at-odyssey 
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Emergency Services Sector 

49. June 30, Savannah Morning News – (Georgia) Crews convene for hurricane 
readiness. The labyrinth of beige tents pitched near the Savannah/Hilton Head 
International Airport in Savannah, Georgia Tuesday represented much more than a 
strange sight for inbound airline passengers. The tent city, on a vast plain near 
Savannah Fire Station No. 13, also simulated a base of rescue operations in the wake of 
a Category 3 hurricane’s touching down in Georgia. The Georgia Emergency 
Management Agency (GEMA) coordinated the elaborate midweek exercise, which 
drew search-and-rescue squads to Savannah from fire departments in Valdosta, Macon 
and Warner Robins. The state Department of Natural Resources, and a bevy of other 
agencies also took part in the simulation, called Hurricane Response Exercise, or 
HURREX. The GEMA fire services coordinator, said this effort also involved a staging 
area in Dublin, an air-support center in Savannah, and an operations hub in Atlanta. It 
was the largest-scale, hurricane-response simulation GEMA has conducted, he said. 
Source: http://savannahnow.com/news/2010-06-30/crews-convene-hurricane-readiness 

50. June 30, AOL News – (International) Coast guard’s icebreaker fleet frozen in 
port. The U.S. Coast Guard won’t have any heavy icebreakers available for polar 
operations for at least six months because of mechanical breakdowns in its small, aging 
fleet, officials said. The Polar Sea, one of the Coast Guard’s two heavy icebreakers, 
suffered extensive engine problems, which likely will take until next year to repair. The 
Polar Sea’s sister ship, the Polar Star, is undergoing a major refitting, which will be 
completed in 2013. The director of the Coast Guard Office of Assessment, Integration 
and Risk Management said Tuesday that the lack of an operable heavy icebreaker could 
be “a huge problem” if an emergency arises, such as a passenger ship getting trapped in 
Arctic sea ice. Other Arctic nations would have to fill the void. The sidelining of both 
heavy icebreakers comes as nautical activity has increased in both polar regions. In the 
Arctic Ocean, climate change is causing sea ice to melt farther and farther north and 
increasingly opening the region to adventure cruises and oil drilling. 
Source: http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/coast-guards-icebreaker-fleet-stuck-in-
port-with-mechanical-problems/19536652 

For another story, see item 46  
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Information Technology Sector 

51. June 30, IDG News Service – (International) Sony says 535,000 laptops at risk of 
overheating. More than half a million Sony laptops sold this year contain a software 
bug that could lead them to overheat, the company said June 30. Sony has recorded 39 
cases of overheating among Vaio F and C series laptops that have been on sale since 
January. In some cases, the overheating has led the laptop case to deform. A bug in the 
heat-management system of the BIOS software is to blame. Sony is asking users to 
either update the software themselves or return their laptops so it can apply the update. 
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The fault affects 535,000 computers, although Sony is asking a total of 646,000 owners 
to update their machines. The additional 111,000 machines are susceptible to several 
less serious problems that have also been found in the software, said Sony. BIOS is 
present in every PC and runs below the operating system, controlling the most basic 
functions of the computer and interaction between major components. It is usually 
invisible to users except for a BIOS start-up message that is typically seen when a PC 
boots. The problem affects machines sold both in Japan and the rest of the world. 
Affected models sold outside Japan are the VPCCW25FG/B, VPCCW25FG/P and 
VPCCW25FG/W. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9178721/Sony_says_535_000_laptops_at_ris
k_of_overheating 

52. June 30, The H Security – (International) Adobe Reader and Acrobat updates close 
17 critical holes. Adobe has released updates 9.3.3 and 8.2.3 for its Reader and 
Acrobat products to close 17 holes. The vendor said that all the holes can be exploited 
to inject and execute code. Simply visiting a specially crafted Web page with a 
vulnerable Reader plug-in is enough for an attack to be successful. Among the holes is 
the flaw in the authplay.dll library for playing embedded Flash content. After almost 
three months, Adobe has finally also decided to make it harder for attackers to exploit 
the /launch function to execute code. The function is part of the PDF specification and 
can be used for executing embedded scripts and EXE files. Although Adobe Reader 
asks users to agree to the execution of the file, this dialogue can be designed in such a 
way that users have no idea they may be allowing an infection into their systems. The 
vendor previously maintained that the feature is essentially useful and only becomes a 
problem when misused. 
Source: http://www.h-online.com/security/news/item/Adobe-Reader-and-Acrobat-
updates-close-17-critical-holes-1031142.html 

53. June 30, Help Net Security – (International) Virus production from Russia increases 
again. Virus production from Russia is on the upswing again, after a temporary decline 
last month when Russian hosting service PROXIEZ-NET – notoriously used by 
criminal gangs – was taken down in early May. This is according to analysis of Internet 
threats in June by Network Box. Russia is now responsible for 7.4 percent of the 
world’s malware, and is back to being in the top four virus-producing countries, behind 
the U.S. (13 percent), Korea (10.1 percent) and India (9.2 percent). This follows a 
similar pattern to malware production after the McColo shutdown in the U.S. in 
November 2008 when the U.S’s threat production decreased dramatically temporarily, 
but was back up to normal levels within a month. Levels of viruses and spam from the 
U.K. remain high. The U.K. has the dubious honor of being the world’s fourth-largest 
producer of spam, with 4.1 percent of spam originating from the U.K., the same as last 
month. This is behind the U.S. (11.1 percent), India (8 percent) and Brazil (4.2 
percent). 
Source: http://www.net-security.org/malware_news.php?id=1389 
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54. June 30, The Register – (International) Google Chrome will block out-of-date plug-
ins. Google will soon prevent insecure versions of plug-ins from running on top of its 
Chrome browser to make sure they don’t contain security bugs that can be exploited by 
malicious Web sites. In a blog post, members of Google’s security team said the feature 
will prevent Chrome from running “certain out-of-date plug-ins.” It will also help users 
find updates. The announcement comes a few months after anti-virus maker F-Secure 
said Adobe’s Reader application replaced Microsoft Word as the program that’s most 
often exploited in targeted malware campaigns, like the one that Google disclosed in 
January that exposed sensitive intellectual property. F-Secure said the increase is 
“primarily because there has been more vulnerabilities in Adobe Acrobat/Reader than 
in the Microsoft Office applications.” Other plug-ins, such as Adobe’s Flash Player and 
Oracle’s Java Virtual Machine, are also routinely attacked. The ability to run scores of 
browser plug-ins makes it hard for users to keep their systems fully patched. Mozilla 
recently addressed this problem by notifying users who run out-of-date add-ons on top 
of Firefox. Google seems to be going one step further by blocking them altogether. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/06/30/google_chrome_plug_in_blocker/ 

55. June 29, DarkReading – (International) Researchers report vulnerability in 
Microsoft Office 2010. Researchers at VUPEN Security in France said they found one 
of the first vulnerabilities in Microsoft’s new Office Excel 2010 application, but have 
not yet officially reported it to Microsoft. The CEO and director of research at VUPEN 
said the flaw is a heap corruption vulnerability that, if exploited, would let an attacker 
run arbitrary code on the victim’s machine and take over the machine once the user 
opened a specially crafted Office document. “We are currently verifying if the 
vulnerability affects previous versions of Office. What we have seen so far is that the 
vulnerable code is only present in Office 2010,” he said. VUPEN also has found a 
separate, potential bug in Word 2010. “But the analysis of this potential flaw to 
determine its exploitability is still ongoing,” he said. Even so, the CEO said Office 
2010 is much more secure than previous versions of the software. The group manager 
for response communications at Microsoft said Microsoft is “aware” of the 
vulnerability discovery claim, but does not have the details to verify it. 
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/security/vulnerabilities/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=2257
01818 

56. June 29, CNET News – (International) Amazon.com experiences hours-long 
outage. Amazon.com experienced a widespread outage June 29 that lasted, at least for 
many customers, more than three hours, and displayed blank or partial pages instead of 
product listings. By mid-afternoon, Amazon’s home page was devoid of any product 
photographs and showed only a list of categories on the left of the screen. Searching for 
items often did not work, and customers’ shopping carts and saved item lists were 
temporarily displayed as empty. At an annual revenue of nearly $27 billion, Amazon 
faces a potential loss of an average of $51,400 per minute when its site is offline. A 
post on an Amazon seller community form at 12:47 p.m. PDT said: “We are currently 
experiencing an issue that is impacting customers’ ability to place orders on the 
Amazon.com website.” A follow-up announcement an hour later said the problem had 
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not been resolved. 
Source: http://news.cnet.com/8301-1023_3-20009241-93.html 

57. June 29, Minneapolis Star Tribune – (Minnesota; National) Investigators raid 
Chanhassen firm. Federal authorities and New York organized-crime detectives are 
investigating a Chanhassen, Minnesota firm that sells used and refurbished computer 
parts on suspicion of marketing a wide range of counterfeit components apparently 
originating in Asia. Investigators seized what they believe are 150 counterfeit parts last 
week from Focus Technology, including 23 Hewlett-Packard memory units, 80 IBM 
memory units and 47 Cisco components. The president of Focus Technology, said June 
28 that the seizure involved a fraction of the firm’s inventory. He acknowledged, 
though, that his firm received a “cease and desist” letter in December 2008 from IBM 
Systems and Technology Group, demanding that it stop selling counterfeit IBM parts. 
The president said his firm tries to sell only authentic products, but a flood of 
counterfeits from Asia makes that hard. He said his firm is cooperating “100 percent” 
with investigators. Counterfeit computer parts have turned up in military equipment 
and led to numerous failures, according to a 2008 investigation by Business Week. The 
article said counterfeit Cisco routers made in China pose a serious espionage threat. In 
May, the Associated Press reported on Operation Network Raider, which the Justice 
Department said has led to 30 felony convictions and the seizure of $143 million in 
counterfeit network equipment made in China. 
Source: 
http://www.startribune.com/local/97357659.html?elr=KArksLckD8EQDUoaEyqyP4O:
DW3ckUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUUI 

For more stories, see items 58 and 62  
 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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Communications Sector 

58. June 30, The Register – (International) Regular domains beat smut sites at hosting 
malware. New research pours scorn on the comforting but erroneous belief that 
Windows surfers who avoid smut on the Web are likely to avoid exposure to malware. 
A study by free anti-virus firm Avast found 99 infected legitimate domains for every 
infected adult Web site. In the UK, Avast found that more infected domains contained 
the word “London” (such as the blog section of http://kensington-london-hotels.co.uk) 
than the word “sex”. Among the domains labeled as infected by Avast was the smart 
phones section of the Vodafone UK Web site. The mobile phone operator’s site 
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contained a malicious JavaScript redirect script that attempted to take advantage of an 
unpatched Windows Help and Support Center flaw (CVE-2010-1885) to infect the 
machines of visiting surfers. HTML files from sub-domain blackberry.vodafone.co.uk 
still contain malicious code at the time of writing, but point to a site containing the 
attack payload site that has been pulled offline. The type of attack against Vodafone is 
typical of one in five of the Web site infections identified by Avast. The anti-virus 
firm’s results were culled from anonymous security incident logs submitted by users of 
its security software since the middle of last year. Data submitted includes information 
on the malware type and visited Web site. Infected sites recorded by the study include 
Brazilian software-download site Baixaki and a variety of small business Web sites in 
Germany. Avast said a declining rate of the infections on ‘adult’ Web sites during its 
study emerged as a clear trend. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/06/30/unsafe_surfing/ 

59. June 29, Mid Hudson News – (New York) Phone, Internet service 
interrupted. Frontier Communications said customers in portions of Orange, Sullivan 
and Dutchess counties in New York were experiencing outages that affect Internet, 
voicemail and voice over Internet protocol phone service June 29. A fiber cut in 
Virginia has been identified as the source, and Frontier is working to restore the 
services as soon as possible. Communications traffic was being rerouted and partial 
restoration was expected by 11 a.m. June 29. 
Source: http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2010/June/29/Internet_outage-
29Jun10.htm 

60. June 29, The Eugene Register-Guard – (Oregon) Phone outage hits Lowell. An 
unknown problem temporarily disrupted phone service early June 29, leaving Lowell, 
Oregon residents unable to reach emergency services over land lines. The outage 
apparently affected some cell-phone service as well, preventing residents from making 
outgoing calls. The outage lasted more than three hours, and service was restored 
shortly before 8 a.m. The cause of the outage is unknown. 
Source: http://www.registerguard.com/csp/cms/sites/web/updates/24967073-
55/story.csp 

61. June 29, Honolulu Star-Advertiser – (Hawaii) AT&T cell customers in Kona lose 
service for 2 hours. AT&T cellular customers in North Kona, Hawaii lost service for 
about two hours June 28 due to an undisclosed technical problem, a company 
spokesman said. The outage began at about 9:45 a.m. and was resolved by 11:45 a.m. 
the spokesman said. Attendees at a convention at the Hilton Waikoloa Village were 
among those who lost their AT&T coverage during the outage. 
Source: http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/breaking/97448494.html 

62. June 29, Federal Computer Week – (International) Australia taps ISPs to fight 
‘zombies’. A new voluntary code of conduct for Australian Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) that’s designed to mitigate cyber threats is getting attention in Washington, 
prompting discussion about how ISPs can help bolster cybersecurity. The Internet 
Industry Code of Practice is designed to be a consistent way for Australian ISPs to 
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inform, educate and protect their users from cybersecurity risks, according to the 
document. The code was drawn up by the Australian Internet Industry Association 
(IIA) in conjunction with Australia’s Broadband, Communications and the Digital 
Economy Department and the attorney general’s department. A primary focus of the 
icode is to reduce threats posed by computers that have been hijacked to act as zombies 
and participate in botnet attacks. The code includes a notification system for 
compromised computers, a standardized information resource for users, a way for ISPs 
to access the latest threat information, and a reporting mechanism for ISPs to let 
Australian computer emergency readiness team know about extreme threats. ISPs that 
comply with the code, which goes into effect December 1, can display a “trustmark” 
that shows customers they adhere to the code. 
Source: http://fcw.com/articles/2010/06/29/web-aussie-isp-code.aspx 

63. June 28, KGUN 9 Tucson – (Arizona) Phone outage hanging up local businesses. The 
phones for people and businesses near Park Place Mall in Tucson, Arizona have been 
down since June 24, and Qwest says the area may go without service for most of the 
week. The problem is that bundles of tiny wires are being repaired one at a time. They 
were damaged after a contractor tore them with some digging equipment. Since June 
24, store managers have had to find workarounds for processing credit-cards 
transactions. 
Source: http://www.kgun9.com/Global/story.asp?S=12723889 

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

64. June 30, Atlanta Journal Constition – (Georgia) Shootout erupts in Marietta 
Walmart parking lot. A shootout erupted outside a Walmart Supercenter in Marietta, 
Georgia June 30. Five vehicles were hit by gunfire, but no one was hurt, police said. 
The shootout happened about 12:30 a.m. in the parking lot. Responding officers 
identified one of the shooters, and he’s being questioned by detectives. The other 
shooter remains at large. A police spokeswoman said there were customers in the 
parking lot and inside the store at the time of the shootout. Police are interviewing 
witnesses. 
Source: http://www.ajc.com/news/cobb/shootout-erupts-in-marietta-560802.html 

65. June 29, Las Vegas Review-Journal – (Nevada) Police investigating suspicious device 
found during traffic stop; roads reopen. Las Vegas Police discovered a suspicious 
device during a traffic stop June 29, closed portions of Decatur Boulevard and Sahara 
Avenue, and evacuated about 20 businesses for several hours. At 9:17 a.m., officers 
stopped a man driving a Dodge Ram 3500 pickup on Sahara east of Decatur on 
suspicion of driving under the influence. During the stop, police found a suspicious 
device that was deemed “a threat to the public.” Police stopped traffic in both directions 
on Sahara, from Valley View Boulevard to the 5100 block of Sahara, and on Decatur, 
from Edna Avenue to O’Bannon Drive. ARMOR, a multi-agency hazardous materials 
squad, and the Las Vegas Fire Department’s bomb squad were called in to investigate. 
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The bomb squad’s robots searched the vehicle. An explosion was heard about 11:31 
a.m. Traffic was opened on Decatur at 1:15 p.m. and on Sahara by 2 p.m. 
Source: http://www.istockanalyst.com/article/viewiStockNews/articleid/4263028 

66. June 29, Associated Press – (Arizona) Suspicious powder sparks apartment 
evacuation. Scottsdale police evacuated residents of eight apartments in Arizona after 
they found a suspicious white powder while serving a search warrant. A police 
spokesman said officers were investigating a weapons-misconduct case at the 
apartment complex when detectives spotted the white power. Because they didn’t 
recognize it, they backed out and called for a fire department hazardous-materials team. 
Preliminary tests show the substance is not hazardous. One person has been taken into 
custody. Residents are being allowed back home and the roadways were reopened at 
about 8:30 p.m. 
Source: http://www.myfoxphoenix.com/dpp/news/local/scottsdale/scottsdale-
evacuation-6-29-2010 

67. June 29, Detroit News – (Michigan) Sheriff: No warning about St. Clair County 
tornado. The National Weather Service confirmed June 28 it was a tornado that 
toppled trees and trailers in a Clyde Township, Michigan RV campground June 27, 
killing one person and injuring four in its path. The tornado ripped through the Fort 
Trodd Family Campground Resort at 7:07 p.m. In minutes, 95-mph winds uprooted 
about a dozen huge pines, tossed two RVs into a man-made lake and crumpled and 
flipped trailers hooked up on the 100-acre site. Macomb, Washtenaw and St. Clair 
County dive teams spent about eight hours searching a section of the lake, while 
residents were escorted to and from RVs to collect belongings. No additional campers 
were found in the water, nor were any believed to be unaccounted for. The sheriff said 
the storm’s severity wasn’t anticipated. “There were no warnings. We weren’t under 
any type of watch,” he said. “There was really no chance to make a run for it.” A 
second tornado of the same strength touched down at 2:31 p.m. near New Boston in 
Wayne County, damaging multiple homes near Willow and Clark roads. 
Meteorologists said a third tornado struck one mile south of Marlette in Sanilac County 
at 8:34 p.m. Sunday. 
Source: 
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100629/METRO/6290375/1409/metro/Sheriff--No-
warning-about-St.-Clair-County-tornado 

68. June 28, WPIX 11 New York – (New York) Muslims call for investigation into bomb 
threat on planned mosque. After Sheepshead Bay, New York residents staged an 
angry weekend protest, Muslim leaders are demanding local and federal police probe a 
bomb threat uttered by one of the mosque opponents. “If they build a mosque there, I’m 
going to bomb the mosque ... I will give them a lot of trouble,” the opponent was 
quoted in The Brooklyn Paper. “They’re not going to stay here alive,” the opponent 
said. The threat was from an un-named neighbor of the proposed house of worship on 
Voorheis Avenue. The words drew quick condemnation from New York’s Chapter of 
the Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR). The CAIR-NY director said he’s 
reached out to the FBI, New York Police Department, and mayor’s office regarding the 
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bomb threat. 
Source: http://www.wpix.com/news/local/wpix-bomb-threat-mosque,0,2258370.story 

For more stories, see items 35 and 71  
 
[Return to top]  

National Monuments and Icons Sector 

69. June 30, WKZO FM Portage – (Michigan) Beach closed again. Van Buren County 
Health officials in Michigan now say both Van Buren State Park Beach and South 
Beach may remain closed for a couple more days. A health department representative 
said the contamination is coming from the Black River after a week of storms. Because 
of the storms, E-coli levels have been high and testing will resume in a couple of days. 
North Beach remains open and they hope that the other two beaches will be reopened 
before the Fourth of July weekend, but that may be optimistic. E-coli is just an 
indicator bacteria. While E-coli poses a health risk, its presence marks the possibility 
that there could be even more dangerous pathogens in the water. 
Source: http://www.wkzo.com/news/articles/2010/jun/30/beach-closed-again/ 

70. June 29, Grand Canyon National Park Examiner – (Arizona) Schultz Fire south of 
Grand Canyon National Park 75 percent contained. The Schultz Fire burning south 
of Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona is 75 percent contained according to the 
Southwest Interagency Incident Management Team fighting the 15,075 acre blaze. The 
team estimates 100 percent containment by July 2. The Schultz Fire is not affecting 
Grand Canyon National Park. Over 590 people are working to contain the fire, utilizing 
five helicopters, 25 engines and 10 water tenders. The cost to fight the fire to date is 
estimated at $7.6 million. The fire continues to burn approximately four miles north of 
Flagstaff on lands administered by the Coconino National Forest including portions of 
the Kachina Peaks Wilderness. 
Source: http://www.examiner.com/x-46280-Grand-Canyon-National-Park-
Examiner~y2010m6d29-Schultz-Fire-south-of-Grand-Canyon-National-Park-75-
Contained 

71. June 29, Madison Independent Examiner – (Florida) Residents and tourists lured 
onto Florida beaches despite health warnings. Despite health advisory signs that 
have been posted as early as June 10, the Florida governor said June 26 the beaches are 
safe and people should not worry. “There isn’t a toxic nature to it that is detrimental to 
anybody,” the governor said. The Escambia County Health Department lifted a health 
advisory on Pensacola Beach June 28 on the advice of a beach official and against the 
advice of a federal environmental official, according to the Pensacola News Journal. 
But the advisory was not lifted for Gulf Islands National Seashore’s Fort Pickens 
Beach, immediately west of Pensacola Beach or Johnson Beach on Perdido Key. 
Seemingly contradictory moves have sent mixed signals to an already ill-informed 
public and consequently, many residents and tourists were lured onto the beaches — 
and into the water, last weekend. Before the weekend, 400 people had already sought 
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medical care for upper or lower respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and eye 
irritation after trips to Escambia County beaches, according to the director of the 
Escambia County Health Department. 
Source: http://www.examiner.com/x-23316-Madison-Independent-
Examiner~y2010m6d29-Residents-and-tourists-lured-onto-Florida-beaches-despite-
health-warnings 

[Return to top]  

Dams Sector 

72. June 29, U.S. Army News Service – (National) National Guard battles flood waters in 
four states. Almost 300 National Guard members from four states helped to battle 
flood waters last week and through the weekend. In South Dakota, 130 soldiers from 
the 200th Engineer Company and the 153rd Engineer Battalion helped to fill sandbags 
in the towns of Huron, Woonsocket, and Bonilla. The mission was to lay about 20,000 
sandbags in Woonsocket to channel water through the town, while 3,000 sandbags 
were staged in Bonilla. In Missouri, the governor called up soldiers with vehicle 
support to remove debris from the northwest counties of Mingo, Logan, Wyoming, and 
McDowell. Missions continued over the weekend in the region as Guardsmen manned 
traffic-control points and assisted law enforcement in patrolling the sparsely populated 
areas. Guard officials said the dams in the Dakotas are full and the Army Corps of 
Engineers plans to let out water to release pressure on them, which will increase the 
water flow in the Missouri River. North Dakota has a UH-60 helicopter and its 10-man 
crew on standby to respond if needed to evacuate residents unable to use the roads in 
the Devils Lake area. West Virginia has almost 100 Guardsmen cleaning up the debris 
that residents found in their homes in Wyoming County. About 55 counties in West 
Virginia have been affected by rain and rapid snow melt since the spring. 
Source: http://www.army.mil/-news/2010/06/29/41598-national-guard-battles-flood-
waters-in-four-states/ 
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