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Top Stories  

	  According to the Associated Press, Southern California homes of dozens of white 
supremacists were raided Tuesday as part of a probe into a string of potentially deadly 
booby trap attacks targeting police officers, authorities said. None of the arrests were 
directly related to the booby-trap attacks that have plagued the small Hemet Police 
Department since New Year’s Eve. (See item  57) 

	  The Associated Press reports that computers in companies, hospitals, and schools around 
the world got stuck repeatedly rebooting themselves on Wednesday after McAfee’s 
antivirus program identified a normal Windows file as a virus. (See item  61) 
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Energy Sector  

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED  
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity  Sector (ES-ISAC)  - 
[http://www.esisac.com]   

1. 	 April 22, Associated Press – (National) Feds run surprise inspections on 57 coal 
mines. Nearly 60 problem coal mines have been hit with surprise inspections aimed at 
preventing another explosion like the one that killed 29 miners in West Virginia, the 
nation’s chief mine safety regulator said yesterday. The raids targeted 57 mines with a 
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history of violations, the Mine Safety and Health Administration said, including eight 
belonging to Massey Energy, the $4.17 billion company that owned the doomed West 
Virginia mine. “The purpose of these inspections is to provide assurance that no 
imminent dangers, explosions, hazards, or other serious health or safety conditions and 
practices are present at these mines,” the MSHA’s director said. But one targeted mine 
operator grumbled that the inspections were unnecessary. 
Source: http://www.newser.com/story/86738/feds-run-surprise-inspections-on-57-coal-
mines.html  

2. 	 April 22, Bloomberg – (West Virginia) Massey expects West Virginia mine disaster 
to cost $212 million. Massey Energy Co., owner of the West Virginia coal mine where 
29 people were killed this month, said it expects a second-quarter charge of as much as 
$212 million for the accident, more than twice its 2009 earnings. The costs will include 
$80 million to $150 million for: benefits for families of the miners, rescue and recovery 
efforts, insurance deductibles, and legal and other contingencies, the company said 
yesterday in its first-quarter earnings statement. The value of the damaged equipment, 
development and mineral rights is an additional $62 million, the company said. The 
April 5 explosion at the Upper Big Branch mine was the worst U.S. mining disaster in 
40 years. The operation is closed indefinitely as government officials try to determine 
the cause. Massey planned to produce 1.6 million tons of metallurgical coal from the 
mine this year. Net income was $104.4 million last year. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-22/massey-expects-west-
virginia-mine-disaster-to-cost-212-million.html  

3. 	 April 22, Reuters – (International) Iran says it fended off a pirate attack on oil 
tanker. Iranian naval forces intervened to repel a pirate attack on an oil supertanker 
with a cargo worth $150 million, the official IRNA news agency reported on Thursday. 
It said the incident took place in the Gulf of Aden in recent days, without giving details. 
The Iranian tanker, carrying 300,000 barrels of oil, was continuing its journey from  
Iran to Egypt, IRNA added. Iran is the world’s fifth-largest crude exporter. Somali sea 
gangs have made off with millions of dollars in ransoms by roaming the Gulf of Aden 
and Indian Ocean and seizing vessels and their crews. Maritime experts said the pirates 
have stepped up attacks, largely due to good weather that favors their operations. On 
Wednesday, Somali pirates threatened to blow up a hijacked oil supertanker unless a 
$20-million ransom was paid and captured a Panama-flagged merchant ship. South 
Korea sent a destroyer to intercept the Samho Dream, laden with 2 million barrels of  
crude oil, and its crew of five South Koreans and 19 Filipinos, after it was seized this 
month. The pirates have extended their reach southwards and towards India to avoid a 
flotilla of foreign navies patrolling the waters off Somalia. 
Source: http://in.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idINDAH23231020100422  

4. 	 April 22, Bloomberg – (International) Iraq’s Northern Oil pipeline explodes; exports 
halted. An explosion blew a hole in an Iraqi pipeline Thursday, stopping crude oil 
exports via Turkey, police and oil company officials said. Oil exports should resume  
within a week, once repairs are completed on the pipeline, an artery through which Iraq 
pumps one-fourth of its crude shipments, said the head of the production department at 

http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-22/massey-expects-west-virginia-mine-disaster-to-cost-212-million.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-22/massey-expects-west-virginia-mine-disaster-to-cost-212-million.html
http://in.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idINDAH23231020100422
http://www.newser.com/story/86738/feds-run-surprise-inspections-on-57-coal-mines.html
http://www.newser.com/story/86738/feds-run-surprise-inspections-on-57-coal-mines.html
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the North Oil Co. The explosion was an “act of sabotage,” he said. Unknown saboteurs 
detonated the explosive charge on the pipeline that runs from Iraq’s Kirkuk oil fields to 
the Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan, said a police officer. Army and police 
forces deployed to the scene in al-Hadhar, near Mosul, and workers were trying to 
extinguish the fire, the police officer said. Al-Hadhar is in Nineveh province, where 
government authorities say insurgents, including extremists from al-Qaeda, frequently 
carry out attacks. The North Oil Co. currently exports between 450,000 and 650,000 
barrels per day, the head of production said. The holder of the world’s third-largest oil 
reserves, Iraq had planned to ship about 16.1 million barrels of Kirkuk oil from Ceyhan 
in April, according to the state oil company’s loading schedule. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-22/iraq-oil-pipeline-explodes-
north-of-mosul-police-say-update1-.html  

5. 	 April 21, Reuters – (Texas) BP Texas City hit by electrical power trip. BP Plc’s 
455,790 barrel-per-day Texas City, Texas refinery suffered a brief electrical trip on 
Wednesday morning, according to a company spokesman. The brief interruption 
triggered flaring at the plant, the third-largest refinery in the United States, according to 
local media reports. The Galveston County Daily News reported on its Web site that 
nonessential workers were evacuated from  the plant as a precaution following the 11 
a.m. CDT power and steam loss. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSN2119671420100421?type=marketsNews  

6.	  April 21, Casper Star-Tribune – (Wyoming) Company cleans 84,000-gallon oil 
pipeline spill. The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) said clean-
up work continued after a pipeline break caused about 84,000 gallons of crude oil to 
spill in the Bridger Valley. The DEQ emergency response coordinator said officials 
believe the April 5 break was caused by pressure in a corroded segment of the pipeline. 
The spill occurred near Robertson in southwest Uinta County. Bridger Lake LLC of 
Louisiana owns the pipeline. The company shut the line after discovering the leak and 
reported the incident in a “timely manner.” The clean-up calls for oil-contaminated soil 
to be stockpiled on site and then disposed of. Some of the oil leaked into an irrigation  
ditch, but none of it “got into any live waters,” the DEQ coordinator said. 
Source: http://www.trib.com/news/state-and-local/article_338cfcb2-e7ba-5057-adaf-
eeb5871a11e5.html  

7. 	 April 21, Minnesota Public Radio – (Minnesota) Pipeline leaks oil in wetlands on 
Leech Lake reservation. Officials said Wednesday they are still cleaning up an oil 
spill that was discovered after a wildfire moved through part of the Leech Lake Indian  
Reservation in northern Minnesota. Enbridge Energy officials arrived and inspected the 
company’s pipeline late Saturday morning after a wildfire had burned a 25-acre area 
just east of Deer River the day before, an Enbridge spokeswoman said. Workers found 
what appeared to be crude oil on the ground and later discovered a small crack in the 
pipeline that had caused five barrels, or about 210 gallons, of crude oil to leak out, she 
said. Officials believe the leak was recent but that it was there before the fire. The 
spokeswomen said the fire just happened to cross the line. The spill was quickly 
contained with oil-absorbent booms, and Enbridge officials were working with local 

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSN2119671420100421?type=marketsNews
http://www.trib.com/news/state-and-local/article_338cfcb2-e7ba-5057-adaf-eeb5871a11e5.html
http://www.trib.com/news/state-and-local/article_338cfcb2-e7ba-5057-adaf-eeb5871a11e5.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-22/iraq-oil-pipeline-explodes-north-of-mosul-police-say-update1-.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-22/iraq-oil-pipeline-explodes-north-of-mosul-police-say-update1-.html
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officials and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency on further cleanup. 
Source: http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/04/21/oil-leak/  

For another story, see item 45   
 
[Return to top] 

Chemical Industry Sector  

8. 	 April 22, WOWK 13 Charleston – (West Virginia) DuPont gives all clear for 
ammonia leak, alarm sounded as precaution. An April 22 ammonia leak at Dupont’s 
Belle in West Virginia has been repaired, according to a company statement. No 
injuries were reported in the incident, the news release stated. “This alarm was sounded 
as a precaution to alert people on site to stay out of the immediate area where the odor 
was detected and to summon the site emergency brigade for assistance with locating 
and mitigating the source of the odor,” the news release said. “There were no injuries or 
exposures to site personnel and there was no impact to the surrounding communities. 
Local and state agencies and emergency response officials were notified as a 
precaution.” The all-clear alarm sounded at 8:39 a.m., according to the news release. A 
7:27 a.m. alarm sounded after ammonia-like odors were detected at one plant’s 
operations, the news release stated. Workers discovered that the odor was coming from 
a conservation vent on a storage tank that had opened. The material in the storage tank  
is called VAZO 64 AN, a raw material used to make VAZO, which is used to produce 
chemical reactions to make various products. 
Source: http://wowktv.com/story.cfm?func=viewstory&storyid=78702  

9. 	 April 21, WANE 15 Fort Wayne – (Indiana; Ohio) Chemical spill affects 3 
counties. Hazmat crews worked to clean-up a chemical spill Wednesday, that spanned 
three counties and two states. The spill happened near the Adams and Allen county 
lines and the Ohio and Indiana state lines. Van Wert county was the one affected in 
Ohio. A semi carrying a tank full of chemical fertilizer lost its load on Wednesday 
evening. The chemical leaked onto the road and into a nearby creek. Crews were able 
to clean up the mess on the roadway. They built a dike in the ditch to make sure the 
chemical containing nitrogen didn’t flow down stream. The water supply was not 
affected by the spill. Crews from Monroeville, Decatur, and Van Wert responded. 
Source: http://www.wane.com/dpp/news/chemical-spill-adams-county-allen-van-wert  

For another story, see item 42   
 
[Return to top] 

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector  

10.  April 22, Associated Press – (New Mexico) NM transfers land for uranium 
processing plant. The state land office and Lea County have agreed on a land swap to 
provide a site in southeastern New Mexico for a plant to process depleted uranium. The 

http://wowktv.com/story.cfm?func=viewstory&storyid=78702
http://www.wane.com/dpp/news/chemical-spill-adams-county-allen-van-wert
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/04/21/oil-leak/


 - 5 - 


land commissioner said Wednesday that the state would get about 3,900 acres from the 
county in exchange for 640 acres near Hobbs. The newly acquired land between Eunice 
and Jal will be leased by the land office for agricultural purposes. The land near Hobbs 
will become the site for a proposed plant by Idaho Falls, Idaho-based International 
Isotopes Inc. The plant is to extract commercially valuable fluoride compounds from  
tailings created by the refining of uranium for nuclear power-plant fuel. The U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission is reviewing the company’s license application. 
Source: http://www.kivitv.com/Global/story.asp?S=12354223  

11.  April 22, Rutland Herald – (Vermont) Yankee to shut down for scheduled 
maintenance. When the Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant shuts down later this 
week for its regular refueling and maintenance outage, it will keep conducting its 
tritium-contamination remediation project, pumping out radioactive water 
contaminated with tritium. One of the bigger projects that Entergy Nuclear hopes to 
accomplish in the four weeks the reactor will be shut down is resleeving many of the 
22,000 tubes in the plant’s condenser, according to an Entergy spokesman. He said the 
resleeving project, which one expert estimated would cost $10 million, was necessary  
because of leaks. The entire condenser is slated to be replaced as soon as the reactor 
gets its final relicensing approval. A new condenser is expected to cost $100 
million.”During the last operating cycle we had a tube leak, and we’re doing it for 
improved reliability of the condenser,” the spokesman said. The tubes are about 1 inch 
in diameter.”We will replace as many of those tubes as humanly possible. It’s for 
improved reliability,” he said, noting the project would cost “millions of dollars.” A 
member of the state oversight panel and a nuclear consultant to the legislature, said he 
estimated the cost of the resleeving would be about $10 million. 
Source: 
http://www.rutlandherald.com/article/20100422/NEWS02/4220394/1003/NEWS02  

12.  April 22, ILC NewsLine – (International) Superconducting cavities could help reduce 
nuclear waste radiotoxicity. What do the proposed International Linear Collider and 
environmental protection have in common? The answer is: superconducting cavities. 
The European MYRRHA (Multipurpose Hybrid Research Reactor for High-tech 
Applications) is an experimental facility aimed to demonstrate the technical feasibility 
of nuclear waste transmutation in an accelerator-driven system. The main part of the 
accelerator will consist in a series of superconducting cavities. At INFN Milano, Italy, 
a group has transferred all its experience from the TESLA Technology Collaboration 
and ILC for the development of elliptical, proton cavities for this application. Last 
month, a prototype cryomodule containing one low-beta elliptical cavity was installed 
in a dedicated test stand at the IPNO/Supratech technological platform in Orsay, 
France. The general objective of transmutation is the reduction of radiotoxicity, volume 
and heat load of high-level, nuclear waste, which has to be put into final repositories.  
The question is: how to dispose of nuclear waste? Parts of radionuclides remain 
hazardous for more than a million years. Transmutation roughly means “burning” these 
isotopes to obtain waste products whose lifetime is in the order of about a few hundred 
years. The European accelerator-driven machine concept (ADS) requires a high-power, 
proton accelerator, which delivers a proton beam onto a spallation target. The 

http://www.rutlandherald.com/article/20100422/NEWS02/4220394/1003/NEWS02
http://www.kivitv.com/Global/story.asp?S=12354223
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outcoming, high-intensity neutron flux then feeds a subcritical core. The goal of the 
MYRRHA project, which is projected to be constructed in Mol, Belgium, is to show  
that coupling an accelerator with a nuclear reactor works. 
Source: http://www.symmetrymagazine.org/breaking/2010/04/22/superconducting-
cavities-could-help-reduce-nuclear-waste-radiotoxicity/  

For another story, see item 16   
 
[Return to top] 

Critical Manufacturing Sector  

13.  April 22, Seattle Post Intelligencer – (Washington) Firefighters respond to explosion 
at Seattle plant. Seattle firefighters responded Thursday to reports of an explosion at a 
metal-fabrication plant. A spokeswoman for the Seattle Fire Department said the 
explosion occurred in the plant at Eighth Avenue South and South Chicago Street when 
a propane bottle was crushed in a metal shredder. One worker was knocked down, 
suffered minor injuries, and was taken to Harborview Medical Center. There was no 
fire. The building is structurally sound, though some large roll-up doors were dented, 
the spokeswoman said. Firefighters checked air quality in the plant and turned off the 
natural gas to the building. The first reports came into the Seattle Fire Department just 
before 8:30 a.m. 
Source: http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattle911/archives/202966.asp  

14.  April 22, Libby Western News – (Montana) Plywood plant fire’s cause still not 
confirmed. Montana State Crime Lab test results  that would confirm the cause of the 
massive fire that leveled the former Stimson Lumber Co., plywood plant two months 
ago could be back within weeks, according to a Lincoln County sheriff’s deputy. The 
fire investigation team sent samples to the crime lab about seven weeks ago, the deputy 
said. It was told to expect at least a two-month wait. Meanwhile, the deadline for bids 
to clean up the site is May 7. About three-fourths of the 4.7-acre structure had been 
slated for demolition, but a 54,000 square foot portion was leased by Revett Minerals to 
perform truck-to-rail transfer of silver and copper concentrates. As soon as cleanup is 
complete, the priority will be finding a new facility for Revett, officials said. They 
indicated that little other rebuilding could take place until the cause of the fire is 
determined. An adjacent building about 4,000 square feet in size also burned in the 
February fire, wiping out specialty business Wedge Wood Products. Equipment and 
machinery from other businesses were also destroyed in the blaze. 
Source: http://www.thewesternnews.com/news/article_fcf56a06-4dd7-11df-886c-
001cc4c03286.html  

15.  April 21, WFIE 14 Madisonville – (Indiana) Worker burned after Alcoa chemical  
reaction. A worker was burned after a chemical reaction at the Warrick County Alcoa 
plant in Indiana. Officials with Alcoa said that there was a chemical reaction between 
some moisture and molten aluminum that caused some to splash out. One worker was 
burned but that person was treated on site and returned to work. Alcoa said the machine 

http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattle911/archives/202966.asp
http://www.thewesternnews.com/news/article_fcf56a06-4dd7-11df-886c-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.thewesternnews.com/news/article_fcf56a06-4dd7-11df-886c-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.symmetrymagazine.org/breaking/2010/04/22/superconducting-cavities-could-help-reduce-nuclear-waste-radiotoxicity/
http://www.symmetrymagazine.org/breaking/2010/04/22/superconducting-cavities-could-help-reduce-nuclear-waste-radiotoxicity/
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has been shut down so a team of employees could review the circumstances 
surrounding the incident and determine the root cause. 
Source: http://www.14wfie.com/Global/story.asp?S=12347124  

16.  April 21, Miami Herald – (National) Groups question safety of Turkey Point nuclear 
reactor design. The nuclear reactor design that Florida Power & Light picked for its 
expansion at Turkey Point has safety flaws that its manufacturers and federal regulators 
have overlooked, according to a technical analysis commissioned by environmental 
groups. The report — made public Wednesday — contends that the reactor’s steel-
walled containment vessel, the protective barrier from radiation, is more vulnerable to 
developing rust and holes than older reactors. That, coupled with the design of its 
emergency-cooling system, could multiply exposure risks in the event of an accident, 
the report concluded. The nuclear engineer who produced the report for a dozen 
national and regional environmental groups said during a teleconference that the AP 
1000 design by the Westinghouse Electrical Co. was “entirely different” from older 
designs and also “inherently less safe.” The groups, including Miami-based Citizens 
Allied for Safe Energy, which has opposed the Turkey Point expansion, called on the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and Westinghouse to halt licensing of the reactors 
until their concerns are addressed. Last year, the NRC told Westinghouse it needed to 
strengthen a structure called the shield building, which is erected around the nuclear 
containment vessel. The NRC said that the building did not withstand design loads and 
could be damaged by natural disasters such as tornadoes and hurricanes. One concern 
was about potential building failure from  a water tank mounted at the top of the 
structure that contains eight million pounds of water, a key part of its safety system. 
Westinghouse has been working with the federal agency to beef up the shield building 
design and, on its Web site, touts the reactor design for its “unequaled safety.” 
Source: http://www.miamiherald.com/2010/04/21/1590791/groups-question-safety-of-
turkey.html  

17.  April 19, Reuters – (International) Superpit gold mine evacuated after quake. The 
Super Pit and Mount Charlotte gold mines evacuated workers Tuesday after an 
earthquake rocked Western Australia state’s Kalgoorlie mining region, a Super Pit 
spokeswoman said. The Super Pit gold mine is owned 50-50 by U.S.-based Newmont 
Mining Corp and Canada-based Barrick Gold and produces about 850,000 ounces of 
gold a year. The evacuation was precautionary and emergency services said they had 
not received any reports of damage to mines in the area. The U.S. Geological Survey  
said the 5.2 quake, centered 19 miles northeast of the town of Kalgoorlie, damaged 
several buildings in Kalgoorlie and the nearby mining town of Boulder. A 
spokeswoman for mining giant BHP Billiton said checks were underway to determine 
if any BHP operations in the area were affected by the quake. BHP operates a nickel 
smelter in Kalgoorlie and purchases nickel ores from a handful of independent mining 
companies in the Kambalda region, about 31 miles outside Kalgoorlie town. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSSGE63J02720100420?type=marketsNews  

[Return to top] 
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Defense Industrial Base Sector  

18.  April 21, Aviation Week – (National) Orbital Test Vehicle provides reusable 
spacecraft ops. A U.S. Air Force Space Command flight test of the X-37B Orbital Test 
Vehicle, scheduled to launch April 22 from  Cape Canaveral, Florida atop an Atlas 501, 
will serve as an “on-orbit” demonstration of space-vehicle technologies as well as 
pioneer reusable spacecraft operations. Originally a NASA program, the X-37B’s exact 
mission has been increasingly cloaked in secrecy since it was taken over by the Air 
Force, which initially worked the program  in conjunction with the Air Force Research 
Laboratory and Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). The 29-ft.-
long, 15-ft.-wingspan vehicle resembles a small space shuttle in overall form, and was 
designed to test human spaceflight technologies under NASA before transitioning to 
DARPA in 2004. Although it was dropped in 2007 from the Scaled Composites 
WhiteKnightOne mothership for atmospheric glide, approach and landing tests to 
Edwards AFB, California, the 11,000-lb. X-37B has not flown into space until now. 
The OTV will be launched into an orbital mission that could last as long as 270 days 
before the spacecraft autonomously recovers to a landing at Vandenberg Air Force 
Base. “Technologies to be tested include advanced guidance, navigation and control; 
thermal protection systems; avionics; high-temperature structures and seals; conformal 
reusable insulation; and lightweight electromechanical flight systems,” the Air Force 
said. “The X-37B will also demonstrate autonomous orbital flight, reentry and landing. 
The platform will be used for long-duration space technology experimentation and 
testing.” 
Source: 
http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_channel.jsp?channel=defense&id=new 
s/awst/2010/04/19/AW_04_19_2010_p32-219782.xml  

[Return to top] 

Banking and Finance Sector  

19.  April 22, WPDE 15 Florence – (Ohio) Suspicious substance found at second 
business office. A spokeswoman with JP Morgan Chase told NewsChannel 15 another 
suspicious package was sent to one of their locations, this time to their Ohio office. She 
said it happened April 21. She said the package contained a white powdery substance. 
Initial tests on the powder proved negative for poisonous or otherwise dangerous 
toxins, the spokeswoman said. On April 20 a package containing a white powdery 
substance was mailed to JP Morgan Chase’s Florence Office. Two mail-room  
employees, who opened the package, were sent to the hospital as a precaution. The 
Florence County Sheriff’s Office said the exact nature of the substance has not been 
identified, indicating however, that preliminary chemical analysis of the substance 
ruled out that it was any viral, biological, explosive or radiological threat. The  
spokeswoman said the FBI is now involved in both investigations. 
Source: http://www.carolinalive.com/news/story.aspx?id=447099  

http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_channel.jsp?channel=defense&id=news/awst/2010/04/19/AW_04_19_2010_p32-219782.xml
http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_channel.jsp?channel=defense&id=news/awst/2010/04/19/AW_04_19_2010_p32-219782.xml
http://www.carolinalive.com/news/story.aspx?id=447099
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20.  April 21, Wall Street Journal – (National) U.S. unveils new $100 bill. The U.S.  
Treasury secretary and the Federal Reserve chairman unveiled a new $100 bill 
equipped with two new security features. The bill will go into circulation February 10, 
2011. The Fed, along with the Treasury Department, the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing and the U.S. Secret Service, “continuously monitor the counterfeiting threats” 
for each denomination and redesign decisions are made based on those threats, the Fed 
chairman said. The bill — the highest denomination of all U.S. notes — circulates 
widely around the world, with circulation in the past 25 years growing to $890 billion 
from $180 billion. Because about two-thirds of all $100 notes circulate outside the 
U.S., the chairman said the agencies must ensure people around the world are aware of  
the design change. Over the next several months, officials at the agencies will work to  
educate cash handlers, consumers, and others about the design and explain how to use 
its security features. The 6.5 billion or so $100 notes in circulation now will remain 
legal tender, he said. The new bill’s security features include a blue 3-D security ribbon 
on the front of the note that contains images of liberty bells and the number “100,” 
which move and change from one to the other as you tilt the note, according to joint 
release from the agencies. Another security feature is the “Bell in the Inkwell” image 
that changes color from copper to green when the note is tilted, an effect that makes it 
appear and disappear within the inkwell. 
Source: 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704133804575197990310606472.htm 
l?mod=rss_Today’s_Most_Popular  

21.  April 21, U.S. Department of Justice – (National) CEO of Capitol Investments USA 
charged in $880-million Ponzi scheme. The former owner and chief executive officer 
of Capitol Investments USA, Inc., a purported wholesale, grocery-distribution business, 
was charged April 21 in a criminal complaint with operating a $880-million Ponzi 
scheme, a U.S. attorney announced. The 41-year-old suspect, of Miami Beach, Florida, 
surrendered to special agents of the FBI and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in 
Newark, New Jersey. From January 2005 through November 2009, the suspect, through 
Capitol, solicited investors from New Jersey and throughout the United States, telling 
them that he would use their money to fund his wholesale, grocery-distribution 
business. To induce those investors, the suspect directed others to create and show to 
the investors documents fraudulently touting Capitol’s profitability. Those documents 
included: financial statements, profit and loss figures that fraudulently represented that 
Capitol’s wholesale grocery business was generating tens of millions of dollars in 
annual sales; personal and business tax returns for the suspect and Capitol which also 
fraudulently reflected those sales; and numerous invoices fraudulently reflecting 
transactions between Capitol and other companies in the wholesale grocery business. 
As a result of these solicitations, more than 60 investors sent more than $880 million to 
the suspect and Capitol. To date, the investigation has revealed that the suspect caused 
investor losses of at least $80 million. Capitol had no active wholesale grocery business 
during the time period relevant to this complaint. In fact, Capitol had virtually no 
business sales. 
Source: http://newark.fbi.gov/dojpressrel/pressrel10/nk042110.htm  
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22.  April 21, Chico Enterprise Record – (California) Tri Counties Bank says VISA credit 
breach is concern for its customers. Tri Counties Bank in California confirmed April 
21 it has sent out certified letters to at least 220 customers whose VISA credit and debit 
card information may have been illegally obtained. Tri Counties officials said VISA 
notified them, and other financial institutions, of the breach earlier this month. A bank 
spokeswoman emphasized that the breach is not directly connected to Tri Counties. The 
Chico-based bank reportedly began sending the letters out recently, and is already in 
the process of issuing new cards to customers whose accounts may have been 
compromised. Cards previously held by those customers are now blocked and can’t be 
used, but the spokeswoman acknowledged that some unauthorized use of VISA credit 
and debit cards obtained through Tri Counties has already been discovered. She said 
the bank would quickly accommodate any customer who requested a new card. It is 
possible the breach has affected customers of other banks in many geographic areas, 
the spokeswoman said. She said VISA declined to acknowledge exactly where the theft 
took place, but in a communication simply said they “had a brick and mortar breach of  
information.” 
Source: http://www.chicoer.com/news/oroville/ci_14933934  

23.  April 21, Associated Press – (Oregon) ‘Grandpa Bandit’ strikes again in 
Medford. The so-called “Grandpa Bandit” may have struck again. Medford, Oregon 
police say a robber left with an undisclosed amount of money April 20 after handing a 
note to a bank teller and lifting up his windbreaker to reveal a black revolver. A police 
lieutenant said the middle-aged suspect resembled the man dubbed the Grandpa Bandit 
by the FBI. The Grandpa Bandit has been linked to half-dozen bank robberies — five 
in the Willamette Valley and a previous one in Medford. 
Source: http://www.katu.com/news/local/91714904.html  

24.  April 21, KWTX 10 Waco – (California) FBI searches for elderly bank robber after 
series of stickups. The FBI is looking for an elderly, gray-haired robber who is 
suspected in eight bank stick-ups, the latest of which was April 20 in San Diego 
County, California. Authorities said the man, whom authorities have dubbed the 
“Geezer Bandit,” showed a gun to a teller at a California Bank and Trust branch in 
Vista and asked for cash. He walked out of the bank with an undisclosed amount of 
money. Police are offering $16,000 in rewards leading to the arrest and conviction of 
the Geezer Bandit. 
Source: http://www.kwtx.com/offbeatnews/headlines/91747944.html  

25.  April 21, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette – (Pennsylvania) Two Romanian nationals charged 
with stealing bank account numbers. Two Romanian nationals are in federal custody 
for allegedly using card skimmers in Pittsburgh to steal the account numbers from PNC 
Bank card users and then using those accounts to spend some $200,000. The suspects 
are charged with bank fraud, access-device fraud and aggravated identity theft. The 
Western Pennsylvania Financial Crimes Task Force received information from PNC 
Bank that in January, investigators learned that more than $200,000 in fraudulent 
credit- and debit-card purchases had been made in New York City and Washington, 
D.C. The investigators were able to trace the compromised accounts to ATMs in 
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Pittsburgh, according to a criminal complaint filed in the case. Video surveillance at the 
ATMs showed two white men installing what is known as a skimmer onto the machine. 
The skimmer, which goes undetected by customers, collects account information from 
the magnetic strip on debit and credit cards. The suspects installed the skimmer about 
five times, including twice at PNC’s branch in Shaler Plaza on Route 8. Agents did 
surveillance at that location April 15, and at 5 p.m., they saw men matching the 
surveillance photographs approach the ATM, the complaint said. As a detective 
approached them, both men walked away in different directions. Both men, who had 
Romanian passports and American visas, waived their detention hearings and are in 
custody. 
Source: http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10111/1052347-100.stm  

26.  April 21, U.S. Government Accountability Office – (National) Federal Reserve Banks: 
Areas for Improvement in Information Security Controls. The U.S. Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) Fiscal Year 2009 audit procedures identified four, new, 
general information-security control deficiencies related to security management and 
access controls. It made five recommendations to address these deficiencies. None of 
the deficiencies identified represented significant risks to the key financial systems 
maintained and operated by the Federal Reserve Banks (FRB) on behalf of the Bureau 
of the Public Debt (BPD), the GAO said. The agency found that the potential effect of 
such control deficiencies on financial reporting relevant to the Schedule of Federal 
Debt was mitigated by FRB’s physical security measures and a program of monitoring 
user and system activity, and BPD’s compensating management and reconciliation 
controls designed to detect potential misstatements in the Schedule of Federal Debt. In 
addition, during it’s FY 2009 follow-up on the status of FRB’s corrective actions to 
address 11 open recommendations related to general information security control 
deficiencies identified in prior years’ audits, the GAO determined that as of September 
30, 2009, corrective action on eight of the 11 recommendations was completed, while 
corrective action was in progress on the three remaining open recommendations, which 
related to security management. The Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System provided comments on the detailed findings and recommendations in the 
separately issued Limited Official Use Only report. In those comments, the director of  
reserve bank operations and payment systems stated that the agency takes control 
deficiencies, and actions to address them, seriously. The director further commented 
that three deficiencies have already been addressed or remediated, and that the 
remainder have corrective actions planned or in progress. 
Source: http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-10-640R  

[Return to top] 

Transportation Sector  

27.  April 22, Winston-Salem Journal Reporter – (North Carolina)  Section of I-40 to 
reopen Tuesday. North Carolina Department of Transportation officials said that the 
section of Interstate 40 closed by a rock slide near the Tennessee border should be open 
to traffic Tuesday. The section has been closed in both directions since the rock slide 
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occurred last October 25. Work crews still have several tasks to complete before the 
road reopens, including drilling 10 more holes on the vertical edge of the slope and 
installing 31 more rock bolts in the mountain to shore it up. Work will continue in the 
area through the summer. Both eastbound lanes will be open, but one westbound lane  
will be closed for about three miles as work continues. 
Source: http://www2.journalnow.com/content/2010/apr/22/212330/regional-briefs/  

28.  April 22, Lubbock Avalanche-Journal – (Texas) FAA to change frequency of 
Lubbock airport transmitter. The Federal Aviation Administration will be changing 
the frequency of its instrument landing system transmitter for Lubbock Preston Smith 
International Airport’s (Texas) main runway. A spokesman said the change is intended 
to reduce the possibility of future conflicts with local radio stations’ signals, which can 
create a kind of signal interference called intermodulation. Intermodulation created the 
kind of interference that led the Federal Communications Commission last week to 
issue violation notices to three, local radio stations whose signals were interfering with 
the airport’s instrument landing system transmissions. Under certain circumstances, the 
signals of two or more radio stations can combine in the air to create an interfering 
signal on another frequency. The spokesman said the new frequency would give the 
airport landing system more of a buffer from the commercial FM frequencies. The top 
end of the commercial band is 108.0 megahertz, but the FCC’s highest commercial FM 
frequency assignment is 107.9 megahertz. Instrument landing system frequencies for 
the localizer - the portion of the system that tells pilots if they’re right or left of the 
runway centerline on approach - range from 108.10 to 111.95 megahertz. In the recent 
case, signals from KMMX (100.3 FM) and KONE (101.1 FM) created a signal that 
interfered with the airport’s landing system. A third station, KLLL (96.3 FM), was 
connecting with several other signals to create interference. The spurious signals were 
discovered by FCC technicians in late February called in to help find the sources of 
interference that had plagued the landing system earlier in the month. 
Source: http://lubbockonline.com/stories/042210/loc_616020822.shtml  

29.  April 21, Tampa Tribune – (Florida) State government report advises streamlining 
port security rules. A recent state government report recommends that the Florida 
legislature endorse the transfer of key seaport security plans and audits from the ports 
to federal and state law enforcement. The report stated that current laws are confusing 
and costly. For example, federal laws require ports to plan against threats, even though 
the ports have no access to intelligence on which to base plans, and state law requires 
ports to protect empty fields and storage areas that pose no threat. “The existence of 
dual regulations - by both Florida and the federal government, has created confusion, 
duplication of effort and wasted financial and human resources, all of which could be 
put to better use enhancing seaport security,” the study indicated. “The only available 
threat intelligence is general in nature and found through open source material or on the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s Web site,” the report added. “Absent port-specific international, 
regional and local threat intelligence, seaports are left to speculate as to the risk they 
are obliged to mitigate.” The study recommends that responsibility for security 
standards be transferred to the Coast Guard, and that the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement be “re-tasked” with developing threat intelligence. 
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Source: http://www2.tbo.com/content/2010/apr/21/sp-state-government-report-advises-
streamlining-po/  

30.  April 21, All Headline News – (National) Congress addresses risks of terrorist  
attacks against railroads. A government watchdog report Wednesday urged changes 
to the way the Transportation Security Administration protects the nation’s railroads 
from terrorism risks. The TSA has focused most of its budget on airline security since 
the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks but is under growing pressure from Congress to 
protect railroads as well. The TSA has developed successful new rail security strategies 
in the past four years but still needs “targeted, outcome-oriented performance 
measures” to “enable TSA to better monitor the effectiveness of these strategies and 
programs that support them,” said the report from the Government Accountability 
Office. The TSA also needs to do a better job of balancing its airline and railroad 
security priorities and sharing intelligence information with other agencies, the report 
said. Railroad security has become a higher priority for the federal government after the 
President announced $8 billion in grants in February to begin building a nationwide 
network of high-speed, passenger rail systems. In addition, intelligence reports indicate 
al-Qaeda operatives are shifting their bomb targets to trains as the world clamps down 
on airline security. The TSA has identified tank cars as being vulnerable to improvised 
explosive devices that could be detonated by terrorists as trains pass. 
Source: http://www.allheadlinenews.com/articles/7018469937?Congress Addresses 
Risks of Terrorist Attacks Against Railroads  

31.  April 21, Associated Press – (New York) NYC firefighters, Marines to hold terror 
drill. Firefighters and U.S. Marines conducted a large-scale drill simulating a response 
to a terror attack on a New York City bus and subway. Authorities said Thursday 
morning’s drill at the Fire Department of New York’s Fire Academy on Randall’s 
Island involved the use of a burned-out city bus and the fire department’s subway 
simulator. Local first-responders and Marines simulated coordinated responses to a 
terror attack, including the release of a toxin in a subway car. About 200 firefighters 
and Marines took part in the exercise. 
Source: http://www.wcax.com/Global/story.asp?S=12353381  

32.  April 21, Fierce Government IT – (Utah; National) FAA’s NextGen faces host of 
challenges. The Federal Aviation Administration’s airspace control modernization 
effort, known as NextGen, faces serious long-term challenges, the Transportation 
Department inspector general said before a House panel April 21. In prepared 
testimony before the House Transportation and Infrastructure aviation subcommittee, 
the transportation inspector warned of a host of problems in key NextGen technologies. 
The En Route Automation Modernization system — a $2.1 billion effort developed by 
Lockheed Martin for managing high-altitude traffic — is experiencing trouble in its 
initial operating site in Salt Lake City. Problems include radar-processor failures, 
problems in handing off traffic between controllers and critical flight information being 
paired to the wrong aircraft, the secretary said. The FAA is spending $14 million a 
month to resolve those problems and deploy ERAM to other sites — but the FAA 
acknowledged that it is unlikely that all 20 ERAM systems will get fielded by the 
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original December 2010 deadline, the secretary noted. In addition, recent problems 
with the FAA’s Telecommunications Infrastructure (FTI) program “raise questions 
about whether the system can be relied on for NextGen initiatives,” he said. 
Source: http://www.fiercegovernmentit.com/story/faas-nextgen-faces-host-
challenges/2010-04-21  

33.  April 21, DNAinfo.com – (New York) TSA joins NYPD in subway baggage 
screening. Commuters on their way to and from work in New York City Wednesday 
were surprised to see Transportation Security Administration officials, who usually 
screen luggage in airports, checking bags at subway stations. The TSA launched a pilot 
partnership with the New York Police Department (NYPD) to enhance security on city 
trains, a spokeswoman for the TSA said. About a dozen stations are covered daily, 
according to the NYPD. “While there is no specific threat to mass transit in the United 
States at this time, TSA and NYPD continuously work together to strengthen overall 
security efforts and keep the American people safe,” the TSA said in a statement. At 
the 40th Street and 8th Avenue entrance to the Port Authority 42nd Street station, TSA 
staffers began randomly searching passengers at 4 p.m. The searches were expected to 
last through the evening rush. Subway baggage checks have been routinely conducted 
by the NYPD since 2005 following the London subway bombings. A TSA 
spokeswoman would not say how long the Administration expects the program to last, 
except that mass transit riders should anticipate a TSA presence underground “for the 
foreseeable future.” 
Source: http://www.dnainfo.com/20100421/manhattan/tsa-joins-nypd-subway-
baggage-screening  

For more stories, see items 3, 6, and 7   
 
[Return to top] 

Postal and Shipping Sector  

34.  April 21, KYTV 3 Springfield – (Missouri) White powder in mailbox in south 
Springfield turns out to be harmless. A resident’s discovery of white powder in a 
mailbox sent the Springfield, Missouri fire department’s hazardous materials team into 
action early Wednesday afternoon. The substance turned out to be baby powder. 
During the investigation, the fire department cordoned off the area around the mailbox 
on Kingsley Street near its intersection with Parkcrest Avenue. That’s a couple blocks 
north of Wesley United Methodist Church on Republic Road. Two firefighters in blue 
protective suits collected a sample of the powder, tested it and determined it was not 
anthrax or anything else that was hazardous. 
Source: http://www.ky3.com/news/local/91735969.html  

35.  April 20, Hartford Courant – (Connecticut) White powder found in threatening 
letter. A threatening letter with a white powder inside brought out police, firefighters, 
environmental authorities, and the FBI Monday afternoon in Avon, Connecticut. The 
letter was opened shortly before 3 p.m. at Avon Self Storage on Old Farms Road, the 
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Avon Police chief said. Police are awaiting test results of the powder and are trying to 
determine the person who mailed it. 
Source: http://articles.courant.com/2010-04-20/community/hc-
copdigbrf0420.art0apr20_1_powder-farms-road-threatening  

For another story, see item 19   
 
[Return to top] 

Agriculture and Food Sector  

36.  April 22, Associated Press – (Colorado) Authorities seize cattle, rancher faces 
charges. State agriculture officials have seized 28 cattle from a northeastern Colorado 
ranch where authorities said they previously found nearly 80 dead cattle. The Colorado 
Department of Agriculture said the cattle were seized Tuesday from a Logan County 
ranch. An assistant state veterinarian said authorities believe the rancher wasn’t 
properly caring for the animals. The state agriculture department said nearly 80 dead 
cattle were found on the same ranch in March. Sixteen cattle were taken. Sheriff’s 
investigators said the rancher was charged with 16 counts of cruelty to animals. A court 
hearing is set for April 28 to determine if  the suspect is an unfit owner. The rancher 
told The Associated Press Wednesday that the charges are “trumped up” and referred 
questions to his lawyer. 
Source: http://www.coloradoconnection.com/news/story.aspx?id=447024  

37.  April 22, Reading Eagle – (Pennsylvania) Exeter fire official says poultry plant not 
maintained before leak.  An ammonia leak that sickened five people at a Pennsylvania 
poultry-processing plant was caused by improper maintenance, fire officials said 
Wednesday. The chiller system at the Mehadrin Kosher Poultry plant in Exeter 
Township, which uses ammonia, had not been properly maintained, causing more than 
1,000 gallons of the gas to be released Tuesday night, officials said. The discharge 
sickened four workers and a firefighter, all of whom were treated in Reading Hospital, 
officials said. Authorities did not release their names. On Wednesday morning 
township fire crews returned to the plant in the 1100 block of Lincoln Road when a 
second, smaller ammonia leak occurred because of faulty valves in the system, officials 
said. The plant was closed throughout the day as contractors worked to repair the 
equipment. While the plant’s operation and the chiller system are under investigation, it 
is clear the initial leak was caused by improper maintenance, said the deputy chief of  
the Exeter Fire Department. “A pump and seal failed, which caused the leak,” he said. 
It is uncertain when the plant will reopen because the chiller system is still not fixed, 
the deputy chief said. Ammonia is used in the refrigeration system to cool the birds 
during processing, he said. Inspectors from  the U.S. Department of Agriculture and 
investigators from the U.S. Labor Department’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration also were at the plant Wednesday. Approximately 180 workers were 
forced to leave the plant Tuesday night about 7:30 when the first leak occurred. 
Source: http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=214419  
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38.  April 22, NaturalNews – (National) Fecal bacteria contamination widespread in 
bagged salads. A recent Consumer Reports investigation has revealed that bagged 
salads labeled “pre-washed” or “triple-washed” may not be as clean as they appear. Of 
the 208 samples taken from 16 different brands of bagged salad, researchers found that 
nearly 40 percent of them were tainted with bacteria often found in fecal material. The 
tainted salads were not contaminated with more serious bacteria like salmonella or E. 
coli, but 39 percent of them  did contain coliform levels that exceeded 10,000 colony 
forming units per gram (CFU/g) and 23 percent of them contained enterococcus levels 
exceeding 10,000 CFU/g. Industry experts generally agree that acceptable levels of 
these types of bacteria for leafy greens should be below 10,000 CFU/g. Coliform  
bacteria does not necessarily come from feces, but high levels of the types found in 
some bagged salads does suggest that poor sanitation practices likely caused fecal 
contamination. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has also admitted that 
trace amounts of salmonella can be found in about two out of every 4,000 bags of 
salad. 
Source: http://www.naturalnews.com/028628_salad_feces.html  

39.  April 21, U.S. Food Safety and Inspection Service – (Texas; National) Texas firm 
recalls beef trim products due to possible E. coli contamination. Beltex 
Corporation, a Fort Worth, Texas, establishment, is recalling approximately 135,500 
pounds of beef-trim products that may be contaminated with E. coli O157:H7, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) announced 
Wednesday. The products subject to recall include various pound boxes of Frontier 
Meats beef: boneless, trimming, combo bnls, combo trim, and trace-trim products. 
Each box bears the establishment number “EST. 07041B” inside the USDA mark of 
inspection on a label. The products were produced on Oct. 28, 2009, Nov. 20, 2009, 
Feb. 19, 2010, or April 2, 2010, and were distributed to wholesalers and other federal 
establishments in the Georgia, Louisiana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, Washington and 
Wisconsin. The problem was discovered by FSIS during a routine food safety 
assessment performed at the Beltex plant. The firm’s methods for analyzing samples 
for E. coli O157:H7 in beef products raised concerns about the safety of the product. 
FSIS has received no reports of illnesses associated with consumption of these recalled 
products. 
Source: 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/News_&_Events/Recall_025_2010_Release/index.asp  

40.  April 21, UpNorthLive.com – (Michigan) State officials field bovine TB 
questions. Questions are swirling after a cattle herd in Emmet County in Michigan 
tested positive for bovine tuberculosis. The concern is that TB can be transferred from 
animals to humans. The news of the bovine TB came last month, but Wednesday 
farmers had their first chance to sit down with environmental regulators to find out how 
the discovery affects them. Even though just one herd in the area tested positive, every 
other one in a 10-mile radius must be tested, and that has farmers worried about the 
danger and cost. The infected cows in Emmet County are still alive and on the farm. 
State officials said the case is ongoing and they don’t exactly know how the animals 
got the disease. “I am surprised this happened,” a Michigan Department of Natural 
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Resources (MDNR) wildlife biologist said. “They will check the soil and smaller 
animals to try and figure out where the disease came from.” Because TB can be 
transferred to humans, farms have been ordered to conduct whole-herd tests within six 
months. Farmers won’t have to pay for the test, but they will lose work time helping 
veterinarians conduct the tests. “If we are not controlling bovine TB, it could hurt sale 
of dairy product and beef cattle sale of  meat,” said the TB eradication program  
coordinator for the Michigan Department of Agriculture. The MDNR said it is 
important to monitor and test white-tailed deer in the area because they can carry the 
disease. Farmers have access to permits that will help eliminate deer interaction with 
their cattle.  
Source: http://www.upnorthlive.com/news/story.aspx?id=446929  

41.  April 21, Associated Press – (Idaho) Cattle shot, mutilated in Gem County. The 
Idaho Department of Agriculture is investigating two cattle shootings in Gem County. 
A brand inspector said three calves were shot with a small-caliber rifle around 
southwest of Emmett around April 12. One of the calves was run over by a pickup, The 
Idaho Statesman reported. The inspector said a cow on the same ranch was shot and 
then its hind leg and shoulder were cut off, its lungs were removed and part of the 
cow’s forehead was skinned. Several days later, in the same area, a cow was shot in the 
face. The bullet broke both jawbones and the cow had to be put down, according to the 
inspector. The cattle were valued at about $5,000. The Idaho Farm Bureau, The Idaho 
Cattlemen’s Association and a rancher are offering a $3,000 reward for information 
about the shootings and mutilation. 
Source: http://www.khq.com/Global/story.asp?S=12350154  

42.  April 21, WKBW 7 Buffalo – (New York) Ammonia leak sends two to hospital. A 
small ammonia leak at Allied Frozen Storage on Broadway in Cheektowaga, New York 
sent two employees to Erie County Medical Center (ECMC) Tuesday morning. 
Officials said two men were doing maintenance on a coolant line when 75 pounds of 
anhydrous ammonia leaked out and spilled on the two workers. Both were taken to 
ECMC and treated for respiratory problems, and one of the workers suffered minor 
burns. Thirty employees were evacuated as clean-up crews wearing hazmat suits 
cleaned and ventilated the spill. Fire officials are crediting the company’s quick 
response for keeping a bad situation from becoming worse. 
Source: http://www.wkbw.com/news/local/91704454.html  

[Return to top] 

Water Sector  

43.  April 22, Natchez Democrat – (Louisiana) Nearly year-long, boil-water order lifted 
in Ferriday.  For the Town of Ferriday, Louisiana, “indefinite” meant 344 days. The 
Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) placed the town’s water supply under an 
indefinite boil-water order May 11, 2009. After testing the water Tuesday, the DHH 
called the mayor and told him that the order was lifted. Officials held a small 
celebratory ceremony Wednesday. The small crowd of local officials, engineers, and 
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well-wishers had gathered at the plant to dedicate the new, water-storage tank. The 

boil-order notice was put in place because the old tank had a large, rusted hole in it, 

leaving the water exposed to the elements, something DHH protocol strictly forbids. In 

addition to replacing the tank, the town made extensive repairs to the water plant itself. 

On Wednesday, town officials spoke of the importance of future maintenance. 

Source: http://www.natchezdemocrat.com/news/2010/apr/22/boil-water-order-lifted-
ferriday/
  

44.  April 21, Associated Press – (Oregon) Sewage spilled into Yamhill River. The city of  
Dayton, Oregon, is warning people to avoid contact with Oregon’s Yamhill River 
because of a sewage spill. The News-Register reported that people are being told to 
stay away from water downstream from the city’s wasterwater lift station until 
Saturday. The spill occurred after a truck hit a power pole just east of town. While 
crews were repairing the lines, power was cut to the facility, sending an estimated 
13,000 gallons of sewage into the river. 
Source: http://www.ktvz.com/Global/story.asp?S=12353294  

45.  April 21, Wall Street Journal – (Louisiana) Tainted water spurs 
evacuations. Hundreds of people living near a natural-gas drilling site in northwest 
Louisiana have been forced to evacuate their homes after gas seeped into their drinking 
water. Authorities in Caddo Parish evacuated at least 135 homes just south of 
Shreveport Monday and Tuesday after a well being drilled nearby began spewing gas 
into the air and tests showed gas in local drinking water. Those who left can not return 
until Wednesday at the earliest, authorities said. “We’re erring on the side of safety,” 
said the parish commissioner who represents the evacuated area. Caddo Parish lies at 
the heart of the Haynesville Shale, a huge natural-gas field discovered in 2008. 
Problems in Caddo Parish began Sunday when a well being drilled by Exco Resources 
Inc., a Dallas-based gas producer, struck a pocket of gas much shallower than the 
company expected. Workers tried to control the well, but gas escaped into the air. Gas 
was also found in shallow, freshwater aquifer that provides drinking water to many 
residents. Investigators will seek to confirm any link. Exco immediately notified local 
authorities, who began evacuating residents early Monday. Subsequent tests found high 
levels of gas in dozens of local water wells, in some cases at levels that could lead to an 
explosion. The evacuation was voluntary, but residents who stay behind can not use 
their water. The firm is burning off any gas being released and will permanently shut 
the well. 
Source: 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703763904575196412156777260.htm 
l  

46.  April 21, Green River Star – (Wyoming) Local youths admit to tampering with 
water tank. Two local juveniles recently admitted their involvement in an incident  
with the water tank that services Jamestown, Wyoming. The Sweetwater County 
Sheriff’s Office was able to obtain the confessions last week. An employee of the 
Jamestown-Rio Vista Water and Sewer District reported to the sheriff’s office April 9 
that he had noticed a rope hanging from  the ladder of the 200,000 gallon-capacity water 
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tank off the Blue Rim Road west of Green River. Boling told deputies he climbed the 
ladder of the 25-foot-tall tank, cut the rope, checked the tank’s hatch and notified 
authorities. An undersheriff said a detective followed up information that led her to two 
male juveniles, who she interviewed April 14. The boys told the detective that they 
were out four-wheeling in the area Saturday [April 4] and went to the tank. They 
climbed to the top of the tank’s ladder, attached a rope they had with them on one of 
the four-wheelers and began swinging from it. The boys reported that they looked into 
the tank from the top hatch, which they said was not locked. Both denied putting 
anything into the tank, which is consistent with the results of the tests facilitated by the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Sweetwater County Health Department, 
which indicated the water is safe to drink. The undersheriff noted that there is a 
distinctive “Keep Out” sign posted at the base of the tank’s ladder. The sheriff’s office 
reports will be forwarded to the Sweetwater County Attorney’s Office for consideration 
of charges. 
Source: 
http://www.greenriverstar.com/articles/2010/04/21/news/doc4bcf85b61b53c421137983 
.txt  

[Return to top] 

Public Health and Healthcare Sector  

47.  April 21, Cape Cod Times – (Massachusetts) Cape medical facility evacuated over 
odor. A medical facility in Hyannis, Massachusetts was evacuated April 20 because of  
a strange odor in the building, a fire department spokesman said. The Hyannis Fire 
Department escorted four people from the Mid-Upper Cape Community Health Center, 
the spokesman said, adding no one was taken to the hospital. At about 6 p.m., the fire 
department received a report of a strange odor in the facility and people feeling sick 
inside. There was a “cleaning product smell” in the facility and the source of the odor 
could not be found, the fire department spokesman said. A state hazardous materials 
crew was called in and was still at the scene as of 10 p.m. April 20. 
Source: 
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100421/NEWS/4210327/ 
-1/NEWSMAP  

48.  April 21, Associated Press – (National) Flu drugs saved many pregnant swine flu 
victims. Quick treatment with flu medicine saved the lives of many pregnant women 
who were stricken by swine flu last year, according to the most complete analysis of 
deaths among expectant mothers. The study by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention counted 56 pregnant women who died from the new virus in 2009, 
confirming the dangers of the disease to this group. Based primarily on U.S. figures 
from the first few months of the global epidemic, which began last April, CDC officials 
believe that though pregnant women account for just 1 percent of the population, they 
have at times accounted for as many as 5 percent of swine-flu deaths. The analysis 
found that only one of the U.S. women who died was treated with flu medicine like 
Tamiflu within the first two days of symptoms; just four of those who died got 
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treatment within the first four days. 
Source: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jgQXxHCPrh-RrvL-
bJ_wMc4Q5NVgD9F711B01  

49.  April 21, DarkReading – (National) Health insurer notifies more than 409,000 of 
potential breach. Affinity Health Plan, a New York managed care service, is notifying 
more than 400,000 current and former customers employees that their personal data 
might have been leaked through the loss of an unerased, digital copier hard drive. 
According to a press release quietly issued earlier this month, some personal records 
were found on the hard drive of a copier found in a New Jersey warehouse. The copier 
had previously been leased by Affinity and was then returned to the leasing company, 
the release stated. The disclosure follows the airing of a CBS News report that called 
attention to the practice of recycling or resale of copiers whose hard drives have not 
been properly erased. The report showed the discovery of numerous medical records 
found on warehoused digital copiers. An executive at a company that makes hard-
drive-erasure products used a free forensics tool to glean the data from one of the 
copiers in the CBS News report. The CBS investigation also turned up sensitive data 
from other organizations, including personal information from a restaurant in the 
Phoenix area and criminal records information from a Buffalo-area police department. 
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/database_security/security/privacy/showArticle.jhtml?arti 
cleID=224600001  

50.  April 21, Associated Press – (Texas) Army discloses theft of medical patients’ 
data. The names, phone numbers and health information of 1,272 patients being treated 
at one of the Army’s top hospitals may have been breached by a car break-in, an Army 
spokesman said Wednesday. An Army three-ring binder that may have included 
detailed information on soldiers and families being treated at Brooke Army Medical 
Center (BAMC) in Texas was stolen October 16 from a parked car. The theft occurred 
in the city but not at Fort Sam Houston, where BAMC is located, a spokesman said. 
San Antonio police and Department of Defense officials were notified when the break-
in occurred. Patients were told nine days later, after Army officials figured out which 
patients might have had their information compromised. The Army waited until this 
week to disclose the possible breach to comply with a recent change in federal law, the 
spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/APStories/stories/D9F7JKIO1.html  

For another story, see item 61   
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Government Facilities Sector  

51.  April 22, Defense Systems – (National) Army puts safeguards in place for satellite 
transmissions. The military got one of its biggest, security-related, wake-up calls in 
many years in late 2009 when it learned that Iraqi insurgents were intercepting Predator 
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transmissions by using easily available hardware. Interception of transmissions is also 
possible with satellite communications that pass through very-small-aperture terminals. 
These problems have inspired extensive efforts to beef up what’s commonly called 
transmission security (transec) for VSATs. The worry is that an adversary would be 
able to determine traffic patterns. That vulnerability is not new, and it relates to the 
nature of communicating with satellites. Satellites beam their transmissions to a wide 
area so anyone in the proximity can intercept those transmissions. The technology to 
obfuscate satellite traffic patterns has existed for only the past few years. “Without 
transec, it is possible for an adversary to tell who is talking to whom,” said the vice 
president of engineering at iDirect Government Technology. The company provides 
one of the key elements of military VSATs: the modem, which is where transec is 
housed. “In other words, is a lot of traffic going to Site A and very little traffic going to 
Site B, and then all of a sudden that changes and Site B is getting all the traffic? The 
adversary might not know exactly what’s going on, but they know something’s 
happening at Site B.” One way the military is trying to improve transec is by 
transitioning from hardware, key exchanges to software, key exchanges. The military  
also is working to make it easier to configure VSATs by addressing the IP  
configurations through which they communicate. The goal is to enhance worldwide 
portability so a VSAT configured in the United States can be deployed to Iraq, 
Afghanistan or any other part of the world, and will operate as previously programmed 
with little or no user intervention. 
Source: http://defensesystems.com/articles/2010/04/26/c4isr-1-satellite-
terminals.aspx?admgarea=DS  

52.  April 22, KCTV 5 Kansas City – (Missouri) Tiny mercury spill forces students to 
move schools. A broken barometer leaked mercury in an amount the size of a pencil 
eraser Wednesday afternoon, but U.S. Environmenal Protection Agency officials said 
that was enough to prompt sending some Hickman Mills students to different schools 
temporarily. Students at Hickman Mills High School will go to Ruskin High School 
Thursday and Sante Fe Elementary students will go to Ervin Middle School. The EPA 
told the school that mercury, even the size of a pencil lead, could render half of the 
building uninhabitable. That’s why the EPA called in a private, hazardous materials 
crew to clean up the schools. Crew members said the cleanup is an exhaustive process 
of examining everything in the second-floor, storage closet where a staff member found 
the broken barometer. Crews went through items that can be cleaned and set aside other 
porous items, like cardboard boxes, to throw away. District officials said the high 
school students had already left the building at the time of the discovery, and that they 
shut the ventilation system down immediately to protect students in the connected 
elementary school. 
Source: http://www.kctv5.com/news/23229535/detail.html  

53.  April 22, Hagerstown Herald-Mail – (West Virginia) Fire at Berkeley County 
Courthouse deliberately set, investigator says. A Thursday morning fire in the 
Berkeley County Courthouse in Martinsburg, West Virginia, was deliberately set, 
according to the Martinsburg fire department chief fire investigator. He said the fire 
was intentionally set “from the exterior of the building.” The fire was contained to an 
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area on the north side of the courthouse. On that side of the building, a narrow alley 
separates the courthouse from a bookstore. The fire investigator said firefighters 
responded to the historic courthouse at 100 W. King St. at about 5 a.m. when an 
automatic alarm was activated. The fire was being investigated by Martinsburg City 
Police and the Martinsburg Fire Department. Police did not say whether they believe 
this fire might be related to a series of  arsons that have occurred in the city since 
January. In the first three months of 2010, the Martinsburg Fire Department has 
investigated 10 cases of arson, more than the number of fires intentionally set in the 
city in all of 2009. Police ask anyone with information about the fire to call 304-264-
2100, or Crime Solvers at 304-267-4999. 
Source: http://www.herald-
mail.com/?cmd=displaystory&story_id=244007&format=html  

54.  April 21, Federal Computer Week – (National) Can agency systems handle new  
FISMA requirements? New standards released today by the White House for 
reporting under the Federal Information Security Management Act will require 
agencies to shift from paper-based annual reports to real-time data feeds of system  
status that will be correlated by the Homeland Security Department. The new 
requirements are an effort to shift agencies away from paper-based, compliance 
systems to real-time visibility, and shift investments from recordkeeping to automated 
security systems. “Agencies will not spend all of their energy to generate reports,” the 
federal Chief Information Officer told reporters during a press briefing today. The first 
agencies will begin reporting under the new requirements as early as June. Although 
the requirements are intended to be met using existing commercial security products, 
not all agencies have adequate systems in place. “Some agencies are going to have to 
make investment to get their tools in place,” the federal Chief Information Officer said. 
Source: http://fcw.com/Articles/2010/04/21/OMB-FISMA-reporting-
042110.aspx?Page=1  

55.  April 20, Brockton Enterprise – (Massachusetts) Wareham students charged with 
making bomb threats.  A Wareham, Massachusetts police school resource officer and 
a Wareham fire department investigator have been investigating false bomb threats at 
two Wareham elementary schools. A bomb threat was written on a bathroom wall at the 
Minot Forest School on March 25. Police investigators learned of a bomb threat April 
14, posted on a social networking Web site that targeted the John Decas Elementary 
School. Wareham fire and police investigations determined that both threats were false. 
Further investigation by the school resource officer and Wareham police identified two 
juvenile students, one at each school, who were responsible for the pranks. The 
students have been charged with making false bomb threats and will face a juvenile 
clerk magistrate’s hearing in Wareham District Court at a future date. Last week, police 
arrested an 18-year-old Wareham man in connection with an April 13 bomb threat at 
Wareham High School. 
Source: http://www.enterprisenews.com/news/x1042542495/Wareham-students-
charged-with-making-bomb-threats  
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Emergency Services Sector  

56.  April 22, Monterey County Herald – (California) Feds probe possible arson at new  
Greenfield police offices. Federal agents are investigating an apparent arson attack on 
Greenfield’s new police offices in Monterey County, California — months after 
suspected gang members fired shots into the department’s current headquarters, the 
police chief said. The new police offices are part of a civic center complex still in the 
early stages of construction. The wood framing does not have alarms or sprinklers. 
Although he declined to speculate on who might be behind the apparent arson, he 
called it a likely “attack on the police department.” Fire investigators and Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms agents are examining an incendiary device found at the 
site. Damage was minimal after a patrol officer noticed and extinguished the small fire 
late Monday. In September, the chief said, several shots were fired into an outside wall 
of his department’s current offices. No one was injured in that drive-by attack, which 
detectives believe was the work of a local gang. In recent months, Monterey County 
prosecutors have speculated in several court cases that police have become intended 
targets for violence by the area’s dominant gang, the Nuestra Familia, although some 
gang investigators dispute that such an order has been issued. 
Source: http://www.montereyherald.com/local/ci_14934833  

57.  April 21, Associated Press – (California) Booby trap probe leads to Calif. raids, 
arrests. The Southern California homes of dozens of white supremacists were raided 
Tuesday as part of a probe into a string of potentially deadly booby trap attacks 
targeting police officers, authorities said. Federal and local officers converged on 35 
homes and took 16 people into custody in Riverside County for a variety of crimes, 
including weapons, narcotics and parole violations, Hemet’s police captain said. None 
of the arrests were directly related to the booby-trap attacks that have plagued the small 
Hemet Police Department since New Year’s Eve. “But we hope some (arrests) will lead 
us to our suspects,” the captain said. Hemet police have been targeted at least three 
times. In one case, a ballistic device strapped to a fence at the gang unit compound sent 
a bullet within inches of an officer’s face. In another incident, someone rerouted a 
natural gas line at the compound, filling the building with flammable vapor. No one 
was hurt. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gqVO5MovpBz2glrwitIRVLny 
kzcwD9F745FO0  

58.  April 21, KTUU 2 Anchorage – (Alaska) Mat-Su dispatchers install cell phone 
triangulation. A growing number of emergency calls made to 911 are coming from  
cell phones, and in the Mat-Su Borough of Alaska, dispatch centers are keeping up with 
the times. They recently upgraded to what is called an Enhanced 911 system, which is 
able to identify the phone numbers and locations of wireless callers. “With the 
increasing use of cell phones, now, 60 percent of our 911 calls coming into this center 
are made on cell phones. Prior to this upgrade, there was no way of knowing where 
callers were,” said the City of Palmer’s director of public safety. Under the new system, 
within 30 seconds of the 911 wireless call, the location of the call pops up on a map 
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thanks to cell phone triangulation — bouncing data from the phone off cell towers. 

Dispatchers said they are amazed by the technology, which can also detect GPS, if it’s 

built into the phone. 

Source: http://www.ktuu.com/global/Story.asp?s=12353638 
 

59.  April 20, Grand Forks Herald – (North Dakota) Vandals hit GF law enforcement 
vehicles. Since mid-March, three, law-enforcement vehicles parked outside officers’ 
homes in Grand Forks, North Dakota have been vandalized, creating repair bills for 
taxpayer-funded agencies and potential delays in responses to emergencies. The most 
recent case came Tuesday when a Grand Forks County deputy reported that the back 
tires of his vehicle had been slashed some  time over the weekend. The tires cost about 
$200 each to replace. On March 30, a trooper with the North Dakota Highway Patrol 
reported that the front, driver-side window of his vehicle had been broken, causing 
$150 in damage. On March 17, another trooper reported that the rear tires of his vehicle 
had been slashed. Unlike police officers in Grand Forks, officers with the sheriff’s 
department and highway patrol are assigned vehicles and can take them home. This 
keeps gas and maintenance costs down and allows officers to respond quickly to calls, 
authorities said. It is not clear if law-enforcement vehicles are being targeted or if these 
cases are part of a string of vandalism to vehicles in general. 
Source: http://www.grandforksherald.com/event/article/id/158472/  

For another story, see item 61   
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Information Technology Sector  

60.  April 21, V3.co.uk – (International) Cloud computing putting data at increased 
risk. Nearly two thirds of companies have detected attempts to break into their 
networks in the past year, double that of two years ago, according to the latest biennial 
Information Security Breaches Survey from PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC). The latest 
figures from the report, which will be launched in full at the Infosecurity Europe show  
next week, blame the rise in part on the increasing use of cloud computing and social 
networks within the enterprise. Around 15 percent of large organizations said that they  
had been infiltrated by an “unauthorised outsider” in the past year, and a quarter had 
suffered a denial-of-service attack, more than double the proportion in 2008, according 
to the report. Over three-quarters of those polled were using software-as-a-service and 
cloud computing, while 44 percent entrusted critical services to third parties. A partner 
at PwC noted that only 17 percent of companies that allow external providers to handle 
highly confidential data ensure that it is encrypted. The increasing use of third parties 
and externally provided services in the current business environment means that 
organizations are being forced to look to standards to provide some sort of assurances 
over data protection and compliance, said the report. 
Source: http://www.v3.co.uk/v3/news/2261765/cloud-computing-breach-risks  
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61.  April 21, Associated Press – (International) McAfee antivirus program goes berserk, 
freezes PCs. Computers in companies, hospitals, and schools around the world got 
stuck repeatedly rebooting themselves on April 21 after an antivirus program identified 
a normal Windows file as a virus. McAfee Inc. confirmed that a software update it 
posted at 9 a.m. Eastern time caused its antivirus program for corporate customers to 
misidentify a harmless file. It has posted a replacement update for download. McAfee 
could not say how many computers were affected, but judging by online postings, the 
number was at least in the thousands and possibly in the hundreds of thousands. 
McAfee said it did not appear that consumer versions of its software caused similar 
problems. In a statement, the company said it is investigating how the error happened 
‘‘and will take measures’’ to prevent it from recurring. The computer problem forced 
about a third of the hospitals in Rhode Island to postpone elective surgeries and stop 
treating patients without traumas in emergency rooms, said a spokeswoman for the 
Lifespan system of hospitals. The system  includes Rhode Island Hospital, the state’s 
largest, and Newport Hospital. In Kentucky, state police were told to shut down the 
computers in their patrol cars as technicians tried to fix the problem. The National 
Science Foundation headquarters in Arlington, Virginia, also lost computer access. 
Intel Corp. appeared to be among the victims, according to employee posts on Twitter. 
Intel did not immediately return calls for comment. A systems administrator at Illinois 
State University in Normal, said that when the first computer started rebooting, it 
quickly became evident that it was a major problem, affecting dozens of computers at 
the College of Business alone. 
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2010/04/21/business/AP-US-TEC-McAfee-
Antivirus-Flaw.html?_r=1  

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to  request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site:  http://www.us-cert.gov  
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org   
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Communications Sector  

62.  April 22, The Register – (International) Mobile network hack reveals sensitive cell 
phone data. Researchers have demonstrated structural cracks in GSM mobile networks 
that make it easy to find the number of most US-based cellphone users and to track 
virtually any GSM-enabled handset across the globe. The hack builds off research by 
Tobias Engel who in late 2008 showed how to track the whereabouts of cell phones by 
tapping into mobile-network databases. At the Source Conference in Boston April 21, 
an independent researcher, and a researcher of iSec Partners demonstrated how to use 
similar techniques to track an individual’s location even when his number is not 
known, and to glean other details most users presume are untraceable. “Now, we can 
even assign a name to a number and we can find someone’s number,” the independent 
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researcher told The Register by phone shortly after his presentation. “The scary thing is 
that you can give me a random cell phone number and I can tell you, usually, who owns 
it. So if I want to find [a famous U.S. actor’s] number I can dump all the cellular phone 
caller ID information out of California and hunt for his number.” The information 
disclosure hack works by tricking the GSM caller ID system into assembling what 
amounts to a white pages directory of virtually every cell phone number. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/04/22/gsm_info_disclosure_hack/  

63.  April 22, Casper Star-Tribune – (Wyoming; Colorado) Verizon wireless outage in 
WY, CO. Verizon Wireless customers throughout Wyoming and most of Colorado 
may be experiencing spotty coverage after a 2 a.m. technical snafu at a switching center 
in Colorado. Switch centers handle wireless phone calls and text messages, said a 
Verizon spokesman. He said the problem happened overnight. “Technicians have been 
on it for better than six hours and expect to have it back up by late morning,” the 
spokesman said. The Denver metro area and Front Range have their own switching 
center, and another one handles the rest of Colorado and all of Wyoming, including 
Casper. “Think of it as a traffic routing center for calls. As calls are made they go to a 
traffic switching center for completion to whatever number was dialed,” the spokesman 
said. “They’re sizable buildings. We have them all over the country.” He said Internet 
usage for customers with data plans should not be affected. 
Source: http://www.trib.com/news/local/casper/article_2e2434ba-4e21-11df-9dd7-
001cc4c03286.html  

64.  April 22, State Journal – (National) Sentence handed out in Sequelle Broadband 
fraud case. Two business people accused of engaging in a fraudulent scheme to build a 
broadband Internet provider in the Mid-Ohio Valley region were sentenced April 19 in 
U.S. District Court in Huntington. The judge sentenced one of the suspects to 18 
months in prison and ordered her to pay $848,871 in restitution. She is to surrender to 
federal authorities May 25, which allows her to testify in a related trial next month. She 
is to be on supervised release for three years after her prison sentence. The judge 
sentenced the other suspect to six months of home confinement followed by two years 
of supervised release. The sentencing stems from a 12-count indictment that accused 
the two suspects and a third as well as the company MentorGen LLC of defrauding the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, the USDA’s Rural Utility Service, the states of West 
Virginia and Ohio and others. 
Source: http://www.statejournal.com/story.cfm?func=viewstory&storyid=78677  

For more stories, see items 28 and 32   
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Commercial Facilities Sector  

65.  April 22, Reuters – (International) Grenade blasts kill 1, wound 75 in Bangkok. A 
series of grenade blasts shook Bangkok’s business district on Thursday, killing at least 
one person and wounding 75, heightening tensions during a showdown between troops 
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and anti-government protesters. Five explosions hit an area packed with heavily armed 
soldiers and studded with banks, office towers, and hotels. Four were seriously 
wounded, including two foreigners, according to witnesses, hospital officials, and an 
army spokesman. The grenades were fired into an area where hundreds of pro-
government protesters were gathering. Local media said five people had been detained 
in connection with the blasts. 
Source: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSSGE63L00K20100422?type=marketsNews
  
See item  70 
 
 

66.  April 22, Agence France-Presse – (International) Govt warns tourists visiting New  
Delhi. Britain and Australia on Thursday warned tourists of the increased risk of 
militant attacks in New Delhi, joining Canada and the U.S., which have urged 
foreigners to avoid parts of the Indian capital. A statement from the British High 
Commission warned that “there are increased indications that terrorists are planning 
attacks in New Delhi.” The United States said Wednesday it had information of a 
“specific” threat to half-a-dozen of the city’s shopping areas and markets which it 
described as “especially attractive targets.” The Canadian government said on its Web 
site that an attack could be carried out “in the following days or weeks in market areas” 
of Delhi frequented by foreigners, specifically in the Chandni Chowk area in Old Delhi. 
Following this new advice, the Australian High Commission in New Delhi said it 
“strongly” advised Australians “to minimize their presence in market areas of New 
Delhi.” The advisories were upgrades to previous, general-advice warning of attacks on 
prominent business and tourist locations such as Western-owned hotels. In February, a 
bomb ripped through a crowded restaurant popular with travellers in the western city of 
Pune, killing 16 people, including five foreigners. It was the first major incident since 
the 2008 Mumbai attacks in which 10 Islamist gunmen launched an assault on multiple 
targets in India’s financial capital, killing 166 people. The last major attack in New 
Delhi was a series of bomb blasts in busy, up-market shopping areas in September 2008 
that killed 22 people and wounded 100 more. 
Source: http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i5_bNwkx993ILvP-
mu2wYsbreyKA  

67.  April 22, Associated Press – (Texas) Wichita Falls gunman who killed 1, wounded 4 
yelled ‘white power,’ witness says. A 22-year-old man with a violent history shot up a 
crowded, bookstore cafe, wounding four women, then walked down the street and 
killed a bar worker before holing up in a home where he killed himself, authorities said 
Wednesday. The man rampage may have been motivated by racial hatred, a police 
sergeant said. “A recurring theme from witness statements was that the suspect was 
yelling racial epithets,” he said. A witness told the Wichita Falls Times Record News 
that the gunman shouted “White power!” before fatally shooting a 23-year-old bar 
doorman. Witnesses said the incident began late Tuesday when the suspect walked into 
a bookstore cafe and started firing a shotgun, wounding four women. Although both the 
shooter and the doorman were white, three of the wounded women are black and the 
other is Hispanic, the police sergeant said. None of the women suffered life-threatening 
injuries, though three remained hospitalized Wednesday at Parkland Memorial Hospital 
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in Dallas. Court records show the gunman was facing aggravated assault charges in the 
October 19 stabbing of two men at a Lake Wichita park and had been sentenced to 
probation in 2008 after pleading guilty to aggravated robbery. He also was charged 
with aggravated assault on December 31 for allegedly hitting and threatening to kill a  
girlfriend. The Air Force and FBI are assisting in the investigation because two of the 
wounded women were temporarily stationed at nearby Sheppard Air Force Base, a base 
spokesman said. They were listed in stable condition Wednesday, he said. The 
condition of the third woman transported to Parkland was not available. The fourth 
victim was released from a Wichita Falls hospital, the police sergeant said. 
Source: 
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/DN-
shooting_22tex.ART.State.Edition1.4cb6bca.html  

68.  April 22, SkyNews – (International) Gunmen storm Mexican Holiday Inn, 
kidnapping at least 6 people. Dozens of gunmen have kidnapped at least six people 
after storming a Holiday Inn hotel in Monterrey, Mexico’s third-largest city. Police said 
the heavily-armed gang ran from room to room before abducting a receptionist and four 
guests. The U.S. consulate in Monterrey has denied media reports that an American 
woman was among the kidnapped. The Nuevo Leon state attorney general aid the 
violence was probably caused by rivalry between drug gangs in the state following a 
feud between the Gulf cartel and its former ally the Zetas cartel. Local newspapers said 
the gunmen hijacked several trucks and used them to block neighboring roads to stop 
police from chasing them. More than 22,700 people have so far died in drug violence 
since Mexico’s president launched a military crackdown on organized crime after 
taking office four years ago. 
Source: http://www.foxnews.com/world/2010/04/22/dozens-gunmen-storm-mexican-
holiday-inn-kidnapping-people/?test=latestnews  

69.  April 20, Hudson Reporter – (New Jersey) Families remain homeless after major UC 
fire. Several families are homeless this week after a four-alarm fire in Union City, New 
Jersey on Sunday leveled a building, damaged two others, and burned several cars. The 
fire burned from the ground all the way through the roof at 1303 Palisade Ave. with 
nearby cars exploding as firefighters pulled up to the scene. Seventy firefighters from  
22 companies responded to the fire at 13th St. and Palisade Ave.; some companies 
actually saw the smoke and responded before the alarm was transmitted. “Obviously 
this was an extremely intense fire,” said the co-director of the North Hudson Regional 
Fire & Rescue. “Probably one of the most serious fires we’ve seen in a number of 
years.” Despite the intensity of the fire, there were no fatalities and only a few minor 
injuries incurred by firefighters. The North Hudson fire co-director attributed the lack  
of fatalities to the time of day and residents’ vigilance. “People were up and about,” he 
said. “They got out right away. If this would’ve occurred at 2 a.m. the results might’ve 
been more disastrous.” The quick-spreading fire fed on gasoline tanks from vehicles 
next to the home and asphalt shingles which covered the side of the building. Asphalt 
shingles, which are common in older buildings, are highly flammable. The black 
smoke, which wafted over Weehawken and Hoboken into parts of New York City, is 
indicative of such burning petroleum-based products and it actually prompted the NYC 
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Office of Emergency Management to warn residents that they might see or smell smoke 
in the area. The cause and origin of the fire has not been determined yet. “We definitely 
believe the fire started outside of the building,” said the North Hudson co-director. He 
said officials expected to receive a preliminary report from investigators Thursday. 
Source: http://hudsonreporter.com/view/full_stories_home/7142016/article--Families-
remain-homeless-after-major-UC-fire-
?instance=up_to_the_minute_lead_story_left_column  

70.  April 20, Associated Press – (International) Hotels in Bangkok send tourists 
packing. Thailand’s bloody political crisis has been scaring away tourists for weeks but 
took a new turn Tuesday when some of the capital’s finest hotels sent guests packing 
for fear of violence at their doorsteps. The Grand Hyatt and InterContinental hotels in 
Bangkok told guests they would have to leave, while The Four Seasons remained open 
but closed all four of its restaurants and saw its cavernous lobby empty. The hotels took 
action on one of the more relaxed days in the deadlock created by “Red Shirt” anti-
government demonstrators who began occupying city streets more than five weeks ago. 
“The situation is very tense. We are relocating guests to other hotels for their safety,” 
said a spokeswoman at the 380-room Grand Hyatt Erawan, which announced its 
closure until at least April 24. The nearby Holiday Inn and InterContinental also found 
safer accommodation for their guests and said new reservations would not be accepted 
until April 26. The Red Shirts have occupied the capital’s luxury hotel and shopping  
district for 18 days in their six-week bid to overthrow the government. Upscale malls 
closed almost immediately, as protesters transformed the area into a noisy and litter-
strewn tent camp. Like all hotels in the area, the Four Seasons has put up metal 
barricades to block protesters from spilling in. 
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/travel/hotels/2010-04-20-bangkok-protests_N.htm  
See item  65  
 

For another story, see item 35   
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National Monuments and Icons Sector  

71.  April 22, The Missoulian – (Montana) Burn closure on Bitterroot’s Hayes Creek 
drainage lifted. The Darby Ranger District of the Bitterroot National Forest is lifting 
the closure on the Hayes Creek drainage, which includes the Coyote Coulee Trail 
system, after firefighters completed several days of prescribed burning in the area, eight 
miles south of Hamilton, Montana. More burning is still planned for this area and 
another closure order may be announced, should favorable weather conditions allow, 
early next week. By the end of Tuesday, 72 acres had been burned. The project area to 
be burned is 400 acres. These low-intensity understory burns will lessen the potential 
for intense, large-scale wildland fires by reducing the amount of fuel, creating fuel 
breaks, and diversifying stand structure. 
Source: http://www.missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/article_50fb47b6-4dc8-
11df-bcae-001cc4c002e0.html  
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72.  April 21, TCPalm.Com – (Florida) Fire officials schedule prescribed burn for 
Savannas Preserve State Park. The state planned to burn 81 acres of woodlands in 
Savannas Preserve State Park in Port St. Lucie, Florida, Wednesday to help restore the 
lands to their natural condition, park officials said. Winds should take the smoke east 
toward Indian River Drive, a park official said. The work was slated to start around 9 
a.m. and could last more than one day if rain falls. The burn will take place in an area 
east of U.S. 1 and north of Walton Road in Port St. Lucie. The park is 5,400 acres and 
was set up to preserve freshwater marshes. But parts are forest that are adapted to 
periodically burning, which fosters the growth of wildflower and grasses. Fire clears 
away dead wood that, if left to pile up for years, could feed disastrous wildfires and 
endanger neighboring subdivisions, park officials say. 
Source: http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2010/apr/21/fire-officials-schedule-prescribed-
burn-for-park/  

73.  April 21, WITN.com – (North Carolina) Rain helpful for crews as they monitor 
hotspots. U.S. Forest Service Officials spent Wednesday monitoring hotspots in the 
Croatan National Forest in New Bern, North Carolina after containing a fire that broke 
out Tuesday. Forest service officials said that homes were never threatened by the 
flames. The blaze broke out around 11 a.m. Tuesday. Forest Service officials said that 
around 800 acres were burned but crews managed to control the fire by Tuesday night. 
According to officials the fire was in an area that was actually due for a controlled 
burn. Officials don’t anticipate the fire spreading. They said the cause is still under 
investigation. 
Source: http://www.witn.com/home/headlines/91768559.html  

74.  April 21, Vail Daily – (National) Scanlan, Gibbs testify at forest health hearing in 
D.C. A Colorado state senator testified Wednesday in support of federal forest health 
legislation before a U.S. Senate committee. Sponsored by U.S. senators from Colorado 
and Idaho, the bill would provide the U.S. Forest Service with additional administrative 
tools to protect Western communities impacted by bark-beetle outbreaks. “I feel 
passionately that we need the federal government to step forward,” the Colorado state 
senator said. “Hopefully me being out there helped make a compelling case that we 
need resources to deal with this ... Sometimes you have to bring awareness to people 
who don’t see these dead trees in their backyards.” A Colorado state representative also 
traveled to Washington to provide testimony at Wednesday’s hearing. “This bill is 
incredibly important to Colorado,” she said. She noted that new information from the  
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) makes clear the severity of the risks posed by 
the bark beetle epidemic, which has spread to 2.9 million acres in Colorado. During the 
hearing, A USDA undersecretary said 100,000 dead and dying trees fall every day in 
Colorado and Wyoming forests impacted by the beetles. “Blow-down of these trees is  
not talked about near enough,” the Colorado state senator said. She said falling trees are 
closing campgrounds, loading fuel near the forest floor, closing roads and threatening 
infrastructure like power lines. According to the Utah U.S. Senator, the legislation 
would enable the Forest Service to better protect communities and watersheds from  
catastrophic wildfire in anticipation of the upcoming fire season. 
Source: 
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Dams Sector  

75.  April 22, 790 KGMI News Radio – (Washington) Repairs begin on levee damaged in 
2009 flood. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Whatcom County, Washington, are 
repairing the River Road levee on the Nooksack River near Lynden. The levee was 
damaged in a January 2009 flood. The work is expected to be completed in June at a 
cost of $392,000. The Whatcom County Flood Control Zone District is helping pay for 
the repairs.  
Source: http://kgmi.com/Repairs-Begin-on-Levee-Damaged-in-2009-Flood/6867366  

76.  April 22, New Orleans Times-Picayune – (Louisiana) Heavy rain blamed for levee 
seepage. Last winter’s extreme rainfall combined with inadequate street drainage to 
saturate parts of the Mississippi River levee in Elmwood, Louisiana and wet the 
adjacent River Road for long periods, investigating engineers have concluded. 
Personnel with the Army Corps of Engineers, the East Jefferson Levee District, 
Jefferson Parish and the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-East have 
monitored the area since January to pinpoint the source of water that was leaking 
through the levee from near Powerline Drive south for about 1,000 feet. Some  
concerned residents in neighborhoods up and down River Road feared it was the river 
itself leaking through the levee, a potentially troubling scenario that could have 
required emergency work to ensure stability. But engineers tracking the mystery water 
now identify its source as the estimated 26 inches of rain that fell in December, the 
wettest single month in the New Orleans region since record-keeping began in 1871. 
Some of that rain, five times the monthly average, became trapped in low spots of 
undeveloped batture between the levee and the river. It then slowly seeped through the 
levee, because higher ground between the ponds and the river prevented it from  
draining into the Mississippi, they said. “It had nowhere else to go, so over time, it 
entered River Road [through] the levee,” said an engineer who is the executive director 
of the regional levee authority. In other cases, rain falling on the levee drained down its 
land-side slope onto River Road, where — had there been accessible street drains — it 
would have been removed from the roadway. In addition, trucks from an adjacent 
hauling company routinely drop sand along this section of River Road, then send out 
water trucks to spray the area to help reduce irritants in the area. Roll it all together, and 
it is a recipe for keeping water trapped and standing where water is not supposed to be. 
Source: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/eastjefferson/index.ssf?/base/news-
8/127191879420020.xml&coll=1  

77.  April 21, Thibodaux Daily Comet – (Louisiana) Nutria burrowing in area 
levee. Terrebonne, Louisiana, port officials are battling a furry challenge to flood 
protection. As many as 1,000 nutria have taken up residence in and around the port’s 
hurricane-protection levee. “It’s just infested,” the executive director told the 
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Terrebonne Port Commission Tuesday night. “We just need to get rid of them.” The  
rodents, which weigh about 10 pounds and are known for their distinctive orange teeth, 
are an invasive species that destroy Louisiana marshes by chomping away at grasses, 
contributing to coastal erosion. The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
estimates the animals damaged more than 5,000 acres of wetlands in 2009. After 
noticing the creatures scurrying away when driving down the main port road, the 
director requested a local trapper hunt the nutria. The state offers trappers and hunters a 
bounty of $5 per nutria as an incentive to keep the numbers down. Though the season is 
over, the board has permission to trap them and curtail the nuisance, he said. The port is 
not alone. It is not uncommon for nutria to cause major damage to levees and canals in 
urban areas, according to a biologist program  manager for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries’ nutria-control program. The creatures like to nibble at the grass 
and burrow into the structures for shelter, he said. They like banks with access to water 
where they can swim. So levees, sides of oil-and-gas canals and water-retention and 
drainage ponds are favorite hangouts. If their dwellings become too extensive, the 
burrows can destabilize the carefully engineered structures. 
Source: 
http://www.dailycomet.com/article/20100421/ARTICLES/100429838?p=all&tc=pgall  

78.  April 20, WWL 4 New Orleans – (Louisiana) Over a dozen pump stations back in 
Plaquemines Parish’s control. On the east bank of Plaquemines Parish, near the rural 
community of Braithwaite, Louisiana lies one of the linchpins of flood protection in the 
parish: the Scarsdale pumping station. The milestone comes nearly five years after 
Hurricane Katrina, as the Corps handed more than a dozen pump stations back into the 
collective hands of Plaquemines Parish. “We’re now back to full capacity where we 
were,” said the Plaquemines Parish president. The corps took control of the stations 
after the storm and, nearly $20 million later, finished the repairs. The upgrades include 
the addition of new equipment, which prevents water from back-flowing into the pump 
station. The repaired and rebuilt pump stations are expected to protect Plaquemines 
Parish from flooding, but the set-up is not perfect. That is because the pump stations 
were rebuilt without so-called “Safe Houses.” These are designed to allow pump 
operators to stay at a station during a storm. Yet, the repaired stations do not have them, 
which means operators will not stay there to run the pumps during a storm. “We will 
maximize the ability to keep our parish dry, without risking the lives of our pump 
operators,” he said. The pump  stations are designed not just to work during a hurricane, 
but during any major rain event. In the meantime, the Army Corps of Engineers said it 
has returned all but one pump station back to local control. The last one remaining is 
the Elaine Pump Station, located along the Intercoastal Waterway in New Orleans East. 
The corps said repairs on that station should be finished by the time the height of this 
year’s hurricane season comes around. 
Source: http://www.wwltv.com/news/Army-Corps-of-Engineers-Returns-More-Than-
A-Dozen-Pump-Stations-Back-To-Plaquemines-Parish-91647509.html  
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