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 The Associated Press reports that an enormous ash cloud from a remote Icelandic volcano 
caused the biggest flight disruption on Thursday since the September 11th attacks as it 
drifted over northern Europe and stranded travelers on six continents. Meteorologists from 
the AccuWeather forecasting service said the ash plume will threaten air travel over Europe 
through April 18 at the least. (See item 23) 

 According to DarkReading, the 2009 Annual Report on Cyber Security Incidents and 
Trends Affecting Industrial Control Systems says that cyber security incidents in water and 
wastewater control systems have increased 300 percent and power/utilities systems by 30 
percent over the past five years. (See item 41) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. April 15, The Advocate – (Louisiana) Injuries reported in fire at ExxonMobil’s 
Baton Rouge refinery. Two of the three workers injured Wednesday in a 10 a.m. fire 
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at the ExxonMobil Baton Rouge Refinery are Partco contractors and one is an 
ExxonMobil employee, an ExxonMobil spokeswoman said Thursday. She said the 
injured workers were transported by EMS to a local hospital, and one of the contractors 
has been released. The other two workers remain hospitalized for further evaluation. 
Their families have been notified, the ExxonMobil spokeswoman said. The fire, in one 
of the refinery units, did not impact general operations or off-site facilities. The cause 
of the fire has not yet been determined. ExxonMobil is working with authorities to 
investigate the incident. 
Source: http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/90838734.html 

2. April 14, City Biz List – (Pennsylvania) Peco Energy signs $200-million deal with 
DOE for developing smart grid in Philadelphia. Peco Energy Company, the 
Pennsylvania subsidiary of Exelon Corp., has entered into an agreement with the 
Department of Energy, accepting a $200 million grant for setting up a smart electric 
grid across Greater Philadelphia, according to an 8-K filing with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission. The Philadelphia-based company will use the grant under the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act in its $436-million Smart Future Greater 
Philadelphia grid project. Under a Pennsylvania law passed in 2008, Peco needs to 
deploy smart-meter technology for all of its 1.6 million customers within the next 15 
years. Peco plans to deploy 600,000 meters over the next three years, and the rest 
within a decade. It also plans to raise smart-grid investments over the next three years 
from $55 million to $100 million. 
Source: http://phillyrealestate.citybizlist.com/YourCityBizNews/detail.aspx?id=74366 

3. April 14, Tampa Tribune – (Florida) Congressional hearing set Monday in Plant 
City on pipeline security. A congressional hearing will be held next week at city hall 
in Tampa, Florida to examine security of pipelines, including hundreds of miles of pipe 
in the Tampa Bay area. Pipelines in the region carry oil, gas, jet fuel and chemicals. 
There have been several instances of vandals rupturing pipelines in the area. Perhaps 
the most famous case was in November 2007 when a pipeline carrying anhydrous 
ammonia was ruptured in Riverview, releasing a poisonous, chemical cloud that forced 
the evacuation of hundreds of residents. A U.S. Representative whose district includes 
the Plant City area has scheduled the hearing for 10 a.m. Monday at city hall. Officials 
from the Transportation Security Administration, Department of Transportation and 
Hillsborough County sheriff’s office will be among the witnesses scheduled to testify. 
The hearing is open to the public. 
Source: http://southshore2.tbo.com/content/2010/apr/14/congressional-hearing-set-
monday-plant-city-pipeli/ 

4. April 14, Bloomberg – (International) Shell suspends oil production at Nigeria’s EA 
field. Royal Dutch Shell Plc’s Nigerian unit suspended oil output at its offshore EA 
field to implement repairs after a storm, the company said. “Production of some 
100,000 barrels of oil equivalent per day has been deferred,” Shell said in an e-mailed 
statement. EA has an installed capacity to produce 115,000 barrels of crude a day. The 
equipment connecting the floating, production, storage and offloading vessel for the oil 
field, which was scheduled for overhaul in May, had to be fixed urgently following a 

http://phillyrealestate.citybizlist.com/YourCityBizNews/detail.aspx?id=74366
http://southshore2.tbo.com/content/2010/apr/14/congressional-hearing-set-monday-plant-city-pipeli/
http://southshore2.tbo.com/content/2010/apr/14/congressional-hearing-set-monday-plant-city-pipeli/
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/90838734.html
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storm on March 26, the company said. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-14/shell-suspends-oil-
production-at-nigeria-s-ea-field-update1-.html 

5. April 14, Associated Press – (West Virginia) Inspections ordered on all W. Va. 
mines in wake of deadly explosion. The governor of West Virginia on Wednesday 
ordered the immediate inspection of all underground coal mines in West Virginia after 
an explosion last week killed 29 miners and injured two. He also asked for the state’s 
more than 200 underground mines to cease production Friday to mourn the victims of 
the nation’s worst coal-mining disaster in 40 years. The executive order tells state 
regulators to start checking mines that have repeatedly had combustion risks over the 
last year. Highly explosive methane gas is believed to have played a role in the April 5 
blast at Upper Big Branch mine. The levels of gas have also been a constant problem 
since the explosion. The gas prevented crews from finding four missing miners for 
several days, and has kept investigators from going underground to determine the cause 
of the blast. 
Source: 
http://www.kare11.com/news/national/national_article.aspx?storyid=848177&catid=18 

6. April 11, UK Guardian – (International) US military warns oil output may dip 
causing massive shortages by 2015. In a new Joint Operating Environment report 
from the U.S. Joint Forces Command, the U.S. military has warned that surplus oil-
production capacity could disappear within two years and there could be serious 
shortages by 2015. Such a situation would have significant economic and political 
impacts, the study indicated. “By 2012, surplus oil-production capacity could entirely 
disappear, and as early as 2015, the shortfall in output could reach nearly 10 million 
barrels per day,” the report stated. “While it is difficult to predict precisely what 
economic, political, and strategic effects such a shortfall might produce, it surely would 
reduce the prospects for growth in both the developing and developed worlds,” the 
study continued. “Such an economic slowdown would exacerbate other unresolved 
tensions, push fragile and failing states further down the path toward collapse, and 
perhaps have serious economic impact on both China and India.” The U.S. military said 
its views cannot be taken as U.S. government policy, but admitted they are meant to 
provide the Joint Forces with “an intellectual foundation upon which we will construct 
the concept to guide out future, force developments.” 
Source: http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2010/apr/11/peak-oil-production-supply 

For more stories, see items 41 and 69  
 
[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

7. April 15, Cherry Hill Courier-Post – (New Jersey) Overturned silo spills chalky 
powder. On Tuesday, an overturned silo at Bostik Inc. in West Deptford, New Jersey, 
spilled calcium carbonate — a substance found in antacids and chalk — onto the 

http://www.kare11.com/news/national/national_article.aspx?storyid=848177&catid=18
http://www.jfcom.mil/newslink/storyarchive/2010/JOE_2010_o.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2010/apr/11/peak-oil-production-supply
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-14/shell-suspends-oil-production-at-nigeria-s-ea-field-update1-.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-14/shell-suspends-oil-production-at-nigeria-s-ea-field-update1-.html
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property, said the firm’s corporate director of human resources. The silo fell around 
8:30 a.m. and also knocked over a power line. The silo was capable of holding 350,000 
pounds, but had only about 200,000 pounds of calcium carbonate in it, the HR director 
said. Bostik is in the process of figuring just how much of the chalky, white powder 
was dumped on the ground. No injuries were reported, but the company has cordoned 
off the area until the danger from the downed power line is eliminated. A Rutgers 
University chemistry professor said calcium carbonate is a very common chemical, 
found in a number of rocks including limestone. “It’s not dangerous by itself,” he said. 
Reactions involving calcium carbonate usually happen only when it combines with an 
acid, which is highly unlikely in a situation like this, the professor noted. If the 
chemical seeped into the water or sewer system, it could cause hard water, he added. 
Bostik is an international adhesives company. The plant on Nolte Road, called the 
Paulsboro Plant, mainly manufacturers flooring adhesives. The company is trying to 
determine why the silo collapsed. 
Source: 
http://www.courierpostonline.com/article/20100415/NEWS01/4150350/1006/news01 

8. April 15, Asheville Citizen-Times – (North Carolina) Responders use fake train spill 
to prepare for disaster. Emergency responders from across the region (Asheville, 
North Carolina) took part in a training exercise Wednesday designed to simulate a train 
derailment that released hazardous chemicals and forced evacuations. Using laptop 
computers and hand-held radios, more than 100 participants from state, local, and 
federal agencies worked out of a faux command center to figure out the right moves to 
best handle the unfolding tragedy. The event at Asheville-Buncombe Technical 
Community College’s Enka campus simulated a trail derailment off U.S. 70 in 
Swannanoa. An emergency management specialist with the city fire department said 
the exercise was the first in North Carolina coordinated through a national outreach 
effort called Transportation Community Awareness and Emergency Response. She said 
Wednesday’s exercise is a prelude to a live drill May 12 at the Norfolk Southern 
railyard off Meadow Road in Asheville. A special train that can simulate fires and 
chemical leaks will be brought in, she said. 
Source: http://www.citizen-times.com/article/20100415/NEWS/304150034 

9. April 14, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – (Texas) Texas company fined 
$128,300 for violating federal pesticide law. The president and chief executive officer 
of a Texas, pesticide-producing company agreed to settle a complaint brought by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for violating a federal pesticides law designed 
to provide proper registration, distribution and sale of pesticides, EPA announced 
today. The head of Voluntary Purchasing Groups, Inc. (VPG) of Bonham, Texas, 
agreed to the settlement agreement after the company was found in violation of the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, also known as FIFRA. According 
to the complaint, VPG distributed and sold a registered pesticide whose composition 
was different from its registration, and distributed and sold unregistered and/or 
misbranded pesticides including Hi-Yield 5% Malathion Dust, Ferti-Lome Come and 
Get It! Fire Ant Killer, Hi-Yield Dusting Wettable Sulphur, Ferti-Lome Dormant Spray 
and Summer Oil Spray, Natural Guard Lawn, Plant & Pet Insect Spray, and Hi-Yield 

http://www.citizen-times.com/article/20100415/NEWS/304150034
http://www.courierpostonline.com/article/20100415/NEWS01/4150350/1006/news01
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Kill-A-Bug II. “Assuring the safety of chemicals in our products, our environment and 
our bodies is one of our highest priorities,” said an EPA regional administrator. 
“Consumers need proper information to ensure they are using pesticides safely and 
correctly. Improper labeling can result in harm to public health and the environment.” 
EPA inspectors, joined by staff from the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) 
conducted an inspection at VPG’s Bonham facility on July 27, 2008. The inspection 
was conducted as a result of several referrals from other EPA regions regarding VPG 
pesticide products being distributed and sold in violation of FIFRA. EPA and TDA 
inspectors collected copies of documents from VPG and verified the alleged violations. 
Source: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/da6febc8dec414018525770500656e20?Op
enDocument 

10. April 13, Tampa Tribune – (Florida) I-275 wreck in St. Petersburg could have been a 
lot worse. A van carrying acetylene tanks crashed on Interstate 275 in St. Petersburg 
Tuesday, causing one of the tanks to leak and prompting the interstate’s temporary 
closure in both directions near Fifth Avenue. A hazmat team was able to quickly stop 
the leak, Florida Highway Patrol troopers said. The northbound lanes and then 
southbound lanes were reopened, but the accident and lane closures caused massive 
traffic backups mid-morning. According to St. Petersburg Fire and Rescue officials, 
while one of the acetylene tanks leaked, there were a total of eight tanks in the 
Chevrolet van. In addition to the one that leaked, there were two other acetylene tanks, 
three oxygen tanks, one nitrogen tank and one freon tank. The freon tank also was 
leaking when the hazmat team arrived, and the team allowed it to continue leaking until 
it was empty, St. Petersburg fire officials said. There was also .22-caliber ammunition 
in the van, they said. During the crash, the van rolled over several times before 
stopping at a guardrail, fire officials said. The wreck occurred at about 9:40 a.m., near 
Fifth Avenue North. There were two people in the van — the driver, who complained 
of neck and back injuries, and who was taken to Edward White Hospital in stable 
condition, and a passenger who was not injured. 
Source: http://suncoastpinellas.tbo.com/content/2010/apr/13/131227/southbound-i-275-
closed-st-pete-after-wreck/ 

For another story, see item 3  
 
[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

11. April 15, Seacoastonline.com – (New Hampshire) Checkup slated after failures at 
nuke power plant. The failure of Seabrook Station (New Hampshire) personnel to 
follow appropriate procedures in designing and installing a part in an emergency-diesel 
generator last February was the major issue discussed Wednesday during a review of 
the nuclear power plant’s 2009 operations by Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
officials. The diesel generators are used to supply power to the cooling systems in the 
event of an emergency that causes a power outage at the nuclear plant. The finding was 

http://suncoastpinellas.tbo.com/content/2010/apr/13/131227/southbound-i-275-closed-st-pete-after-wreck/
http://suncoastpinellas.tbo.com/content/2010/apr/13/131227/southbound-i-275-closed-st-pete-after-wreck/
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/da6febc8dec414018525770500656e20?OpenDocument
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categorized as a “white” finding, which means it had low to moderate safety 
implications, NRC documents indicated. The NRC’s chief of reactor projects for 
Region I confirmed at the meeting that the NRC will add another level of inspection 
when it visits the plant in June, as a result of a problem reported in February 2009. 
Source: 
http://www.seacoastonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100415/NEWS/4150412/
-1/NEWSMAP 

12. April 15, Brattleboro Reformer – (Vermont) Antinukes group contests results of VY 
safety review. A safety-culture survey conducted at Vermont Yankee in Vernon is 
pretty much worthless, said the technical consultant for the New England Coalition on 
Nuclear Pollution, which opposes the continued operation of the nuclear power plant. 
On Tuesday, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission held a public meeting to discuss an 
Entergy fleet-wide, nuclear, safety-culture assessment, an opinion poll of its employees 
conducted by Synergy Consulting Services Co. The survey was primarily used to 
determine if employees felt that they had adequate safety training and if their safety 
concerns were handled discreetly, responsibly and without negative repercussion. 
While it is true that the employees’ perception of Yankee’s safety culture has been 
moving upward since 2006, said the technical consultant, it is still below the levels 
reached in 2002, prior to Entergy’s purchase of the power plant from a consortium of 
utilities. Before Entergy took over, said the technical consultant, worker confidence 
was at its highest. In 2004, it recovered slightly, he said, but then in 2006, it hit “rock 
bottom.” “The levels plummeted to historical lows in 2006,” he said. “The 2009 scores 
do not even recover to the 2004 levels.” It’s hard to call that an “upward trend,” said 
the technical consultant. Even someone who has only a rudimentary knowledge of 
science knows you can’t predict a trend by just using two or three data points, he said. 
“You can say this year was better than last year, but you can’t call it an upward trend,” 
said the technical consultant. “It’s simply indefensible.” The technical consultant also 
questioned if the employees responded positively to the survey because they want to 
see the plant remain open past its license expiration date of 2012. 
Source: http://www.reformer.com/localnews/ci_14886513 

13. April 15, WSVN 7 Miami – (Florida) Suspicious container found outside 
building. Miami Fire Rescue Haz Mat units and a bomb squad are investigating a 
suspicious container that was left outside of a South Florida building. The incident 
occurred Thursday around 7 a.m. near 13th Terrace and Northwest 14th Avenue after 
reports came in regarding a radiological container found in the area. Traffic in the area 
will remain blocked off until the investigation is complete. 
Source: http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/MI84525/ 

14. April 14, Associated Press – (Utah) Utah board wants study on depleted 
uranium. Utah’s Radiation Control Board has voted to keep additional depleted 
uranium from being buried in the state until a waste company can provide a study 
confirming its site can withstand the hazards of time for longer than 10,000 years. The 
board on Tuesday took a series of votes requiring the engineering study. 
EnergySolutions Inc.’s facility is about 70 miles west of Salt Lake City. Depleted 

http://www.reformer.com/localnews/ci_14886513
http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/MI84525/
http://www.seacoastonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100415/NEWS/4150412/-1/NEWSMAP
http://www.seacoastonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100415/NEWS/4150412/-1/NEWSMAP
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uranium is different from other waste disposed of there because it becomes hotter over 
time. The study is already underway and is expected to be submitted for state review by 
the year’s end. An EnergySolutions spokesman said he does not know whether the 
company will challenge the regulation. A company statement said existing regulations 
protect human health and the environment and that EnergySolutions has made 
commitments that provide additional protections. 
Source: http://www.localnews8.com/Global/story.asp?S=12312621 

15. April 13, Associated Press – (New Jersey) NRC hits Oyster Creek with violation. A 
contract employee who failed to disclose a prior arrest has caused the owners of the 
Oyster Creek Generating Station in New Jersey to receive a violation from the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. The employee’s arrest constitutes a violation of the plant’s 
license conditions. An NRC investigation completed on January 14 concerned a 
contract employee working for Bartlett Nuclear Inc. at the Forked River-based power 
plant. The worker failed to report a prior arrest in accordance with Oyster Creek’s 
security plan requirements. The NRC confirmed the employee, who had unescorted 
access to vital areas of the plant, deliberately failed to report an arrest. Regulations 
require individuals with unescorted access to the facility to report any arrest or criminal 
charges. 
Source: http://www.app.com/article/20100413/NEWS/4130321/NRC-cites-plant-for-
violation 

For more stories, see items 43 and 47  
 
[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

16. April 14, WTMJ 620 Milwaukee – (Wisconsin) Fire at industrial building in West 
Allis. Firefighters have put out a fire at an industrial building in West Allis, Wisconsin. 
The fire broke out a little after 10 a.m. at Unit Forgings. There was a report of heavy 
smoke, but firefighters quickly got the fire under control and workers were allowed 
back into the building. There were no reports of injuries. 
Source: http://www.620wtmj.com/news/local/90839144.html 

17. April 14, Dallas Morning News – (Texas) Black workers at East Texas plant were 
harassed with nooses, death threats, federal officials find. Federal officials in Dallas 
have found that a group of black employees at a Paris, Texas, pipe factory were 
harassed with nooses, Confederate flags, and death threats while white employees who 
refused to participate in the abuse were fired. The Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission’s finding, issued late last month, requires that the employees and their 
attorneys sit down with management of Turner Industries to reach a settlement on the 
matter. If that stalls, the employees have the option of filing a civil rights lawsuit. The 
company, based in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, says it investigated the employees’ 
allegations and found no wrongdoing at the oilfield, pipe-fabrication plant. Employees 
and their lawyers said that in addition to the intimidation, company management 

http://www.app.com/article/20100413/NEWS/4130321/NRC-cites-plant-for-violation
http://www.app.com/article/20100413/NEWS/4130321/NRC-cites-plant-for-violation
http://www.620wtmj.com/news/local/90839144.html
http://www.localnews8.com/Global/story.asp?S=12312621
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limited blacks to low-wage laborer positions while promoting less-qualified, white 
workers. Employees began complaining to the EEOC a year ago, but the abuse had 
gone on much longer, some said. Their attorneys say they have identified 
discrimination, harassment and threatening behavior in Turner’s other Texas facilities. 
In addition to Paris, Turner has plants in Beaumont, Corpus Christi and Houston, 
according to the company’s Web site. In Louisiana, Turner has plants in Port Allen, 
Sulphur and New Orleans, as well as one in Decatur, Alabama. 
Source: 
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/bus/stories/041510dnmeteeocparis.249
568cbb.html 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

18. April 15, Associated Press – (National) US military testing high-tech dirigibles in 
Utah; ‘aerostats’ meant to detect cruise missiles. The skies over the Utah desert are 
becoming the test site for a new fleet of hulking, high-tech dirigibles the U.S. military 
hopes will provide battlefield commanders a bird’s-eye view of cruise missiles and 
other threats. One of the unmanned balloons — a 242-foot-long craft known as an 
aerostat — was launched Wednesday morning about 80 miles west of Salt Lake City. It 
stayed aloft for about three hours before it was pulled back down. It was the first of 
several tests expected in the coming year or so in Utah, according to a spokeswoman 
for Dugway Proving Ground. Vast tracts of military-owned desert were chosen for the 
testing because of their remote location and resemblance to the mountainous, arid 
environment of Afghanistan, the military said in a statement. The dirigibles are 
outfitted with radar and communications systems to provide long-range, surveillance 
targeting threats from aircraft, ballistic and cruise missiles. Military officials said the 
aerostats will be less expensive to maintain and operate than conventional aircraft-
based radar while providing battlefield commanders a bird’s-eye view of threats in a 
given area. 
Source: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/sns-ap-us-military-
tests-dirigibles,0,5339880.story 

For another story, see item 16  
 
[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

19. April 15, Agence France-Presse – (International) 79,000 clients identified from stolen 
HSBC data. Some 79,000 customers have been identified from data stolen from a 
Swiss unit of HSBC bank, a French prosecutor said Tuesday, citing a number far higher 
than previously made public. The chief executive of HSBC Private Bank (Switzerland) 
said last month that details on 24,000 bank customers may have been leaked in the theft 
three years ago by an IT worker at the bank. However, a French prosecutor said the 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/sns-ap-us-military-tests-dirigibles,0,5339880.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/sns-ap-us-military-tests-dirigibles,0,5339880.story
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/bus/stories/041510dnmeteeocparis.249568cbb.html


 - 9 - 

stolen files, which have now been decrypted, allowed for the identification of 127,000 
accounts belonging to 79,000 people. The major security breach has helped fuel 
pressure on Switzerland to prevent foreigners from using Swiss bank accounts for tax 
evasion. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hpM6JG9oD4CpspL4GohzU
AV8D8_w 

20. April 14, Bloomberg – (National) FDIC plans $1.97 billion sale of loans from 22 
seized banks. The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) is seeking bids on a $1.97 
billion portfolio of loans from 22 seized banks, pushing the agency’s structured asset 
sales this year beyond the 2009 total. The sale consists of 1,739 loans mostly tied to 
commercial real estate, with borrowers late on payments for almost half the portfolio, 
according to a preliminary announcement obtained by Bloomberg News. Barclays 
Capital was listed as the marketing agent for the sealed-bid auction. The FDIC is 
stepping up sales of assets accumulated by the bank regulator as 182 firms have failed 
since January 2009. The agency is trying to restore its deposit insurance fund, which 
posted a $20.9- billion deficit last year after lenders collapsed at the fastest pace in two 
decades. The new portfolio will be sold as a structured transaction, which means the 
FDIC will share ownership and proceeds with the winning bidder, the announcement 
said. The FDIC may contribute financing, the announcement said. 
Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=athIqKK8SwpM 

21. April 14, Bloomberg – (International) Italy seizes EU1 billion in fake HSBC 
securities. Italian finance police seized more than 1 billion euros ($1.36 billion) in fake 
cashier’s checks produced in Africa and later sold in Europe. Each check claimed that 
an individual or company had 50 million euros deposited with HSBC Holdings Plc in 
London, and the counterfeit security was intended to be used as collateral for obtaining 
loans from other banks, a finance police captain said. The checks were fabricated by an 
Italian national living between Togo and the Ivory Coast and sold for as much as 
20,000 euros each, the captain said. “We were able to track sales going back to 2007,” 
he said in a telephone interview from Rome today. “Italian banks won’t accept them as 
collateral. We know that banks in Geneva and in Germany were approached, but the 
probe is ongoing.” Three arrest warrants were issued, and 21 people remain under 
investigation for running a counterfeit securities ring based in Italy and involving at 
least six other countries, the captain said. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-14/italy-seizes-eu1-billion-in-
fake-hsbc-securities-update2-.html 

For another story, see item 57  
 
[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=athIqKK8SwpM
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-14/italy-seizes-eu1-billion-in-fake-hsbc-securities-update2-.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-04-14/italy-seizes-eu1-billion-in-fake-hsbc-securities-update2-.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hpM6JG9oD4CpspL4GohzUAV8D8_w
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22. April 15, Tampa Tribune – (Florida) Tampa terminal closes for search. A security 
breach at Tampa International Airport was caused by a missing training device, 
according to an airport spokeswoman. The incident began about 1 p.m. at the airport’s 
Airside C terminal after a TIA police-training device was found to be missing, a 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) spokesman said. The breach caused 
about an hour’s delay. “TSA was notified at approximately 12:50 p.m. that a Tampa 
International Airport Police explosive-detection, canine team training aid was 
unaccounted for in Airside C,” read an airport statement. “To ensure the safety of the 
traveling public, the decision was made to close Airside C while a thorough search for 
the aid was conducted. The training aid has been located and normal operations are 
resuming.” The incident affected eight outgoing flights and an estimated 1,000 
passengers, the airport spokesman said. Fewer than 10 people missed their flights, she 
said. Officials did not identify the training aid. 
Source: http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20100415/ARTICLE/4151066/-
1/NEWSSITEMAP 

23. April 15, Associated Press – (International) Iceland’s volcanic ash halts flights across 
Europe. An enormous ash cloud from a remote Icelandic volcano caused the biggest 
flight disruption Thursday since the September 11 attacks as it drifted over northern 
Europe and stranded travelers on six continents. Officials said it could take days for the 
skies to become safe again in one of aviation’s most congested areas. The volcano 
beneath Iceland’s Eyjafjallajokull glacier began erupting April 14 for the second time 
in less than a month. The cloud, floating miles above Earth and capable of knocking out 
jet engines, wrecked travel plans for tens of thousands of people. All non-emergency 
flights in Britain were canceled until at least midday April 16, and authorities in 
Ireland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Belgium also closed their air space. 
France shut down 24 airports. In Germany, airports in Berlin and Hamburg were shut 
the evening of April 15. Several U.S. flights bound for Heathrow, including those from 
Chicago, San Francisco, Denver, Las Vegas and New York, had to return to their 
departure cities or land elsewhere when London airports were closed. In Washington, 
the Federal Aviation Administration said it was working with airlines to try to reroute 
some flights around the huge ash cloud, which is hundreds of miles wide. The Icelandic 
plume lies above the Atlantic Ocean close to the flight paths for most routes from the 
U.S. East Coast to Europe, and was moving over Europe itself. Meteorologists from the 
AccuWeather forecasting service in Pennsylvania said the current ash plume will 
threaten air travel over Europe through April 18 at the least. A geophysicist at the 
Icelandic Meteorological Office said the problem might persist for weeks, depending 
on how much wind carries the ash.  
Source: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jh7lQ-
qBxQMPzPd3Iap7_s3YDBfQD9F3MO900 

24. April 15, Associated Press – (South Dakota) Flight from Dulles to Seattle diverted to 
SD. United Airlines and federal officials said a flight from the Washington, D.C., area 
to Seattle made an emergency landing in South Dakota, Wednesday, after the crew 
smelled smoke. A United spokesman says the crew aboard Flight 917, a Boeing 757 jet, 
began smelling smoke about an hour after takeoff from Dulles International Airport on 
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Wednesday night. He said pilots decided to divert to Sioux Falls, South Dakota. No one 
was injured. A passenger told WRC-TV in Washington, D.C., that there was no panic, 
but he thought some people were a little scared. The 166 passengers waited for several 
hours before another plane was able to take them to Seattle-Tacoma International 
Airport. A Federal Aviation Administration spokeswoman said the agency is 
investigating the incident. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_dc_flight_diverted.html 

25. April 15, Associated Press – (Washington) Coast Guard holds cargo ship at Port 
Angeles. The Coast Guard said it held a cargo ship at anchor in Port Angeles, 
Washington because the master showed signs of intoxication. The Coast Guard issued 
the ordered Wednesday after a routine inspection of the 587-foot Panamanian-flagged 
vessel, STX Daisy. The ship originated in Qingdao, China, and was headed to Olympia, 
Washington to pick up timber. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_wa_cargo_ship_held.html 

26. April 15, KATU 2 Portland – (Oregon) Landslide blocks historic Columbia 
Highway. A rock slide shut down a road used to access historic Highway 30 for about 
three hours this afternoon. The slide happened Jordan Road, between the Troutdale 
Bridge and Lewis and Clark State Park. The rocks blocked one lane of traffic. An 
Oregon Department of Transportation spokesperson reports that crews finished clearing 
the road just after 3 p.m. Workers cleared about 20 cubic yards of rock and dirt from 
Jordan Road. While Highway 30 was reopened, the connection to Interstate 84 from 
Jordan Road remained closed between the Troutdale Bridge and the interstate for some 
time after Highway 30 was cleared. That connective road is reportedly now also clear 
and open. 
Source: http://www.katu.com/news/local/90883034.html 

27. April 14, Dalles Chronicle – (Oregon; Washington) FAA bans new wind towers. A 
potentially “catastrophic” federal moratorium on new, wind-farm construction is 
putting large planned projects in Wasco, Gilliam, Sherman and Morrow counties in 
Oregon and Klickitat County in Washington in jeopardy. “In the short term, for the 
companies who have been stopped, I’m very concerned,” said the executive director of 
The Dalles-based Community Renewable Energy Association. “For the long term, I’ve 
got to believe that rational thinking will take over.” According to the director, the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) believes that existing wind projects in the Mid-
Columbia region are starting to cause scatter problems at a military radar site in Fossil. 
If any more projects are developed, the interference would be unacceptable, the FAA 
claims. “It could be catastrophic if it’s not taken care of,” the director said. At stake, he 
noted in a letter to members of his association, is “$2.5 billion to $3 billion of planned 
development, property taxes, landowner leases, jobs and economic benefit for the Mid-
Columbia region,” he said. 
Source: http://www.thedalleschronicle.com/news/2010/04/news04-14-10-01.shtml 

For more stories, see items 3, 8, 10, and 28  
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[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

28. April 14, Louisville Courier-Journal – (Kentucky) UPS 747 that declared emergency 
lands safely. A United Parcel Service Boeing 747 landed safely at Louisville 
International Airport in Kentucky around 6:30 p.m. Wednesday after the pilot declared 
an emergency 50 minutes earlier. About 20 minutes after taking off from Louisville 
International Airport at 5:18 p.m., the pilot heard an odd noise and a series of warning 
lights indicating system failures went off in the cockpit, a UPS Airlines spokesman 
said. Out of caution, the pilot turned back to Louisville from the plane’s scheduled 
destination of the Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport, the spokesman said. The 
pilot circled the Louisville area for less than an hour to burn off fuel to create a safe 
landing weight before the plane finally touched down. A spokeswoman for the Federal 
Aviation Administration, said the pilot reported a problem with the “anti-skid system,” 
which is part of the braking system when landing. 
Source: http://www.courier-
journal.com/article/20100414/NEWS01/4140424/1003/BUSINESS/UPS+747+that+de
clared+emergency+lands+safely 

29. April 13, Northwest Herald – (Illinois) Hazmat team determines substance was 
harmless. An emergency, hazardous-materials team was called to investigate 
suspicious material found in a mailbox in front of a Cary, Illinois home Monday. The 
substance in the mailbox was determined to be a harmless chemical from a fire 
extinguisher. A Cary resident found the material in her Asbury Lane mailbox, Monday 
afternoon. A Woodstock Fire Department hazardous materials team was asked to 
respond about 2:30 p.m., a Cary Fire Department spokesman said. The block near the 
home was briefly closed to traffic as emergency crews investigated. The substance 
likely was the result of someone spraying a dry-chemical fire extinguisher into the 
mailbox, said a spokesman with the Lake and McHenry County Hazardous Materials 
Team. 
Source: 
http://www.nwherald.com/articles/2010/04/12/r_xqirouqtrpencrlos_cxsg/index.xml 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

30. April 15, Gaston Gazette – (North Carolina) County to kill diseased chickens. More 
than 150 chickens and other birds confiscated during a recent animal seizure will be 
euthanized because of disease. Officials with Lincoln County Animal Services (LCAS) 
consulted with the North Carolina Department of Agriculture after taking an array of 
chickens, ducks, guineas and turkeys from a property in Pumpkin Center last week. A 
poultry expert with the state determined that the fowl tested positive for two diseases 
and all 169 should be euthanized. The infected birds do not pose a risk to other farm 
animals but could be detrimental to nearby commercial poultry, said a spokeswoman 
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for LCAS. “When you’ve got commercial poultry nearby and you’ve got these 
diseases, you don’t want anything to spread,” she said. A local veterinarian has 
recommended that one of the five horses seized also be euthanized. All of the horses 
have some level of malnourishment and emaciation, and two have deformities from 
neglected injuries, the LCAS spokeswoman indicated. Volunteers and county 
employees continue to care for the more than 300 animals seized last week. Hundreds 
of animals including pigs, goats, sheep, horses, dogs, chickens, ducks and rabbits were 
seized April 6 from a King Wilkinson Road residence. 
Source: http://www.gastongazette.com/news/county-46012-chickens-animal.html 

31. April 15, Food Safety News – (International) Groups urge plan reversal for Brazilian 
beef. On Monday, 32 groups filed a joint letter to the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) urging both agencies to abandon 
plans to relax U.S. foot-and-mouth disease restrictions with regards to Brazilian beef 
and other livestock products. The letter came as a response to the joint news release 
issued by the agencies on April 6, announcing the proposed rule would be published in 
the April 16 Federal Register. The proposed rule would recognize the Brazilian state of 
Santa Catarina as free of foot-and-mouth disease, rinderpest, classical swine fever, 
African swine fever, and swine vesicular disease. The recognition would come based 
on World Organization for Animal Health guidelines. There is also a current risk 
evaluation underway with aims to identify appropriate risk-mitigation measures to 
determine whether fresh beef can be imported from Brazil while preventing the 
introduction of foot-and-mouth disease into the United States. “United States 
consumers, farmers and ranchers deserve more protection against the risk of disease 
importation from their government, not less,” the groups wrote in an attempt to 
encourage the agencies to reconsider their actions. According to the USDA, foot-and-
mouth disease is a severe, highly contagious viral disease of cattle and swine. It is not a 
threat to people and no human health risks are associated with the disease, but it also 
affects sheep, goats, deer, and other ruminants with cloven hooves. Foot-and-mouth 
disease is caused by a virus and signs of the illness in animals can appear after an 
incubation period of 1 to 8 days, but often develop within 3 days. There are seven 
known types and more than 60 subtypes of the foot-and-mouth disease virus. 
Source: http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/04/groups-urge-plan-reversal-for-
brazilian-beef-due-to-foot-and-mouth/ 

32. April 15, Yankton Press & Dakotan – (Nebraska) Neb. TB investigation draws nearer 
to close. Despite the new case of bovine tuberculosis (TB) found in South Dakota in 
January that led to quarantine of four, northeast Nebraska herds, the Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture (NDA) director said the new case is “not indicative of a TB 
problem in Nebraska.” In a public update on the TB issue, he offered details on the 
“wrap up” of the investigation into the June 2009 finding of two TB-positive beef cows 
in a Rock County herd. “We are extremely pleased that after extensive testing, we did 
not find any additional positive cases of TB in association with the Rock County 
investigation,” the NBA director said. He said NDA staff, in coordination with federal 
animal disease officials, tested 21,764 head of cattle in association with the 
investigation of two TB-positive cows found in Rock County last year. A total of 61 
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herds in 20 counties were quarantined as NDA traced cattle movement into and out of 
the affected herd, and tested cattle that may have shared a fence line with the herd. No 
additional positive cases of TB were found. Ibach said only three herds remain under 
quarantine at this time, with those quarantines to be lifted as those feeder cattle move to 
slaughter. But the threat bovine TB poses to area cattlemen is not over yet. 
“Unfortunately, the disease has been found in association with another investigation,” 
the NDA director said. NDA began working with South Dakota officials in January 
after they announced the finding of a TB-positive cow in the southeastern part of the 
state. Preliminary work to trace cattle movements into and out of the South Dakota herd 
included a link to Nebraska. General information about bovine TB can be found on the 
NDA Web site at www.agr.ne.gov. 
Source: 
http://www.yankton.net/articles/2010/04/15/community/doc4bc698075e5b6325342788.
txt 

33. April 14, U.S. Food and Drug Administration – (Maryland; National) My-A & Co, 
recalls ground black pepper double golden fish jars due to salmonella 
contamination. MY-A & CO. of Cheverly, Maryland is recalling its 3.5-oz. jars of 
ground black pepper double golden fish because they may be contaminated with 
salmonella. The product comes in a 3.5-oz. plastic jar with no product codes on the jars. 
The recalled products were distributed in retail stores in 11 states, (GA, TX, IL, MD, 
VA, NC, OH, NY, MA, ME, FL). The contamination was discovered after a routine 
inspection by the State of New York Department of Agriculture revealed the presence 
of salmonella in some 3.5-oz. jars of ground black pepper. No illnesses have been 
reported to date in connection with this problem. Consumers who have purchased the 
3.5-oz. jars of ground black pepper are urged to return them to the place of purchase for 
a full refund. 
Source: http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm208587.htm 

34. April 14, Associated Press – (Texas) Man charged with stealing more than 400 
cattle. An east Texas man is in a West Texas jail after he was charged with sealing 420 
head of cattle. The man is charged with multiple theft counts in the thefts in Hardeman 
County, near the Oklahoma border. A statement from the Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers Association said the 43-year-old Athens man created a fraudulent 
identity for the alleged thefts. According to the statement, an association special ranger 
arrested the suspect in Falls County in central Texas, Monday and he was brought to 
Hardeman County on Tuesday night to face charges. Bond is set at $1.7 million. If 
convicted, he could face up to life in prison. The suspect is also charged in separate 
cases in six other counties in north, east and central Texas, as well as in Louisiana. A 
Hardeman County sheriff’s dispatcher declined to say if Curry has an attorney. 
Source: http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/tx/6959308.html 

35. April 14, Winfield Press – (Illinois) Subway opens doors after food poisoning 
outbreak. The Lombard (Illinois) Subway reopened today after being closed for over 
month in the wake of a food-poisoning outbreak that sickened 123 people. Subway, at 
1009 E. Roosevelt Road, was shut down on March 1 by the DuPage County Health 
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Department as people began reporting shigellosis infections. These infections are 
spread from person to person, and also can be acquired from contaminated food. 
Dupage County Health Department officials said the store has been cleaned multiple 
times, and all food products have been removed from the premises. The owner and 
employees were tested twice before returning to work, and environmental, surface-
testing results have come back negative. The final report has not been completed as the 
cause of the outbreak has yet to be identified. A total of 13 people were hospitalized 
due to the infection and discharged. The Marler Clark law firm now represents about 70 
people affected by the outbreak. 
Source: http://www.mysuburbanlife.com/winfield/newsnow/x749197933/Subway-
opens-doors-after-food-poisoning-outbreak 

For another story, see item 39  
 
[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

36. April 15, Liberty Tribune – (Missouri) City cited by DNR for water 
contamination. For more than a year, Liberty, Missouri officials and residents were 
unaware that the city’s drinking water exceeded the maximum, contaminant levels for 
trihalomethanes, a known carcinogen. It was not until the city was cited by the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources for the violation on March 25 that officials 
found out something was amiss. The city outsources management of the city’s water 
treatment plant to OMI, which has had a contract with the city since 1995, the public 
works director said. The company is paid approximately $1.8 million annually to 
operate the water-treatment system. However, the public works director said the water 
is safe to drink and customers are not in danger. After a letter was sent to residents last 
week explaining the situation, he got calls from senior citizens, pregnant women and 
parents of chronically ill children expressing concern. “You’d have to drink two quarts 
a day for 70 years, and three or four people out of 10,000 might get cancer,” the public 
works director said. “The drinking water is considered out of compliance if 
trihalomethanes exceed 80 parts per billion.” A report from DNR shows that in the first 
quarter of 2009, the city’s water tested at 63.7 ppb, well below the threshold. In the 
second quarter of last year, it spiked to 87.9 ppb, was 83.3 ppb in the third quarter and 
90.5 in the fourth quarter of last year. The trend continued upward in the first quarter of 
2010 at 93 ppb. The public works director said if the city decides to add ammonia to 
the disinfectant, it might be necessary to construct a building at the water treatment 
plant to house other chemicals away from the chlorine. 
Source: http://www.libertytribune.com/201004159024/news/community-news/city-
cited-by-dnr-for-water-contamination.html 

37. April 14, Baltimore Sun – (Maryland) Crews repair 20-inch water main 
break. Baltimore Public Works crews have fixed a 20-inch water main break that 
flooded roads Tuesday night near the Harbor Tunnel. The break was repaired about 
7:45 a.m. Wednesday and is not expected to affect the morning commute, according to 
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a public works spokesman. Keith Avenue in Southeast Baltimore was closed about 6 
p.m. after a break happened at the joining of an old and new main. The road reopened 
about three hours later. Crews shut off water valves and worked overnight to repair the 
break. 
Source: http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-city/bs-ci-watermain-
break-20100414,0,3229655.story 

38. April 14, WCBS 2 New York – (New York) Crews shut down water after Queens 
main break. A water main break caused problems for residents in Queens, Wednesday. 
A 12-inch main ruptured behind a Springfield Gardens home, flooding several 
backyards and at least two basements. The water was making its way to a storm drain at 
140th Ave. and 159th St. Crews worked to get other storm drains in the area unclogged. 
They also turned the water off. Some utilities were shut off as well. Overall, about 20 
homes were affected by the break and as many as 11 people were evacuated. 
Source: http://wcbstv.com/topstories/water.main.break.2.1631886.html 

39. April 14, Chesapeake Bay Journal – (Maryland) Water groups sue Perdue, farm 
over failure to properly store waste. Two environmental groups are suing Perdue and 
one of its contract farms for discharging pollution into a tributary of the Chesapeake 
Bay. The national Waterkeeper Alliance and the Assateague Coastkeeper filed the 
lawsuit March 2 in the federal district court of Maryland. The groups discovered the 
manure in October, 2009 and tested the water downstream, which showed positive 
signs of bacterial contamination. The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) 
concluded in December that the waste on the property in question was not chicken 
manure as initially thought, but treated, human sludge from an Ocean City wastewater 
plant. It ordered the farmer to move the pile from the ditch, cover it and put straw bales 
around it. A few days later, it was revealed that MDE inspectors did not actually 
conduct tests during their visit. The farmers would not let them, according to an agency 
spokeswoman. She called the situation a miscommunication. The lawsuit alleges that 
Hudson Farms, a contract grower for Perdue in Berlin, Maryland, left a pile of waste 
out in the open, where it ran into a ditch that led straight to a branch of the Pocomoke 
River, contaminating it and the Chesapeake Bay. MDE Inspectors finally tested the 
property January 27. On March 26, the agency announced it was issuing an 
administrative complaint against the farm for improperly storing sludge. It fined 
Hudson $4,000. But department officials also said they could not conclusively link the 
elevated levels of bacteria to the sludge because the bacteria could have come from 
other sources. This explanation was not satisfactory to the activists, who argue the 
inspectors compromised evidence when they moved the pile and took too long to 
follow their own laws. The riverkeepers, who have previously sued the MDE for what 
they consider weak enforcement, filed a petition with the EPA asking the federal 
agency to strip the MDE of its authority to enforce the Clean Water Act. 
Source: http://www.bayjournal.com/article.cfm?article=3817 

40. April 14, Leesburg Today – (Virginia) Dye testing to trace contamination source in 
Raspberry Falls Water. Efforts to identify the source of groundwater contamination 
that has tainted drinking water supplies in the Raspberry Falls development north of 
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Leesburg, Virginia, are advancing with plans for dye testing by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). Officials said the testing should take about a month. This 
latest round of testing comes after extensive work done by Loudoun Water and the 
Virginia Department of Health late last year. At that time, it was determined the 
drinking water at Raspberry Falls was not under direct influence of surface water, 
although trace amounts of bacteria were found. The EPA decided to take on the dye 
testing following the insistence of some Raspberry Falls residents, who were 
unsatisfied with Loudoun Water and VDH’s original findings. If dye is recovered at the 
drinking water wells, the county could decide to take action immediately, either by 
installing equipment to treat the water, or by utilizing another well entirely. The EPA 
will foot the bill for the Raspberry Falls testing. The typical cost of such a study 
through a private consultant would run around $25,000, officials said. 
Source: 
http://www.leesburg2day.com/articles/2010/04/14/news/9783raspberry041410.txt 

41. April 14, DarkReading – (National) Security incidents rise in industrial control 
systems. While only about 10 percent of industrial-control systems are actually 
connected to the Internet, these systems that run water, wastewater, and utility power 
plants have suffered an increase in cybersecurity incidents over the past five years. A 
new report based on data gathered by the Repository of Industrial Security Incidents 
(RISI) database provides a rare look at trends in malware infections, hacks, and insider 
attacks within these traditionally cloistered operations. Cybersecurity incidents in 
petroleum and petrochemical control systems have declined significantly over the past 
five years — down more than 80 percent — but water and wastewater have increased 
300 percent, and power/utilities by 30 percent, according to the 2009 Annual Report on 
Cyber Security Incidents and Trends Affecting Industrial Control Systems. The 
database logs security incidents in process control, Supervisory Control And Data 
Acquisition (SCADA), and manufacturing systems, and gathers voluntary submissions 
from companies as well as from news or other reports. Nearly half of all security 
incidents were due to malware infections — viruses, worms, and Trojans, according to 
the report. With only a fraction of control systems connected to the Internet, these 
infections are occurring in other ways: “A lot of control systems are connected to their 
business networks which in turn may be connected to the Internet. It’s several layers 
removed, but once there’s a virus [on the business network], it finds its way into the 
control systems,” said the executive director of the Security Incidents Organization, 
which runs the RISI database. “And you see USB keys bringing in malware” to the 
SCADA systems, for instance, or via an employee’s infected laptop, he said. 
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/insiderthreat/security/attacks/showArticle.jhtml?articleID
=224400280 

42. April 13, Farmington Daily Times – (New Mexico) Navajo water project promises to 
deliver in two years. More than 10,000 Navajo citizens in New Mexico are expected 
to get access to running water within two years following dedication Monday of the 
Eastern Navajo Waterline Project. The dedication ceremony, held in the Counselor 
Chapter, kicked off a $29-million project that will cross four counties and eight 
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chapters. For some residents, the wait for running water has lasted more than four 
decades. The four-phase project is part of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act 
signed into law by the U.S. President in April 2009. The act authorizes the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation to construct the $870-million Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project, of 
which the Eastern Navajo Waterline Project is a segment. 
Source: http://www.daily-times.com/ci_14872308 

For another story, see item 45  
 
[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

43. April 14, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review – (Pennsylvania) VA will not appeal fine for 
radiation rule violations. Officials of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs decided 
to pay a $227,500 fine and accept findings that it violated multiple radiation regulations 
in the treatment of 97 veterans in Philadelphia suffering from prostate cancer. In a letter 
released today to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the VA Undersecretary for 
Health said he was affirming “acceptance of the violations.” The fine, the second 
largest ever imposed by the NRC, came March 17 after an investigation showed VA 
physicians repeatedly treated veterans with improper doses of radioactive seeds as part 
of cancer treatments. In some cases, the seeds were improperly placed, causing injury 
to adjacent tissue and organs. In other cases, the wrong doses were implanted. Of 114 
patients treated under the brachytherapy program between 2002 and 2008, 11 have had 
a recurrence of their cancers while eight others have symptoms of a recurrence. 
Records show that at least one of the victims of the improper treatment was referred 
from the Pittsburgh VA, which does not have a brachytherapy program. The 
Philadelphia program has been suspended indefinitely. The Philadelphia VA medical 
center is part of the regional VA system based in Pittsburgh. 
Source: http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/breaking/s_676429.html 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

44. April 15, Pottstown Mercury News – (Pennsylvania) Arson fire damages National 
Guard Armory near Phoenixville. Fire officials are investigating an arson fire that 
occurred early Thursday morning at the Pennsylvania Army National Guard Armory on 
Rapps Dam Road. Firefighters from Phoenixville, Kimberton, Valley Forge, Liberty 
Fire, Ridge and Lionville responded to the blaze around 4:30 a.m. Once firefighters got 
the blaze under control, fire officials began their investigation. They determined that a 
person or persons broke into the armory building and started the fire while inside, 
according to state police at Embreeville. Nothing was taken from the building, and all 
weapons stored inside the armory are accounted for and have been secured, police said. 
The fire resulted in “significant structural damage,” according to state police. State 
police and Chester County fire marshals are continuing to investigate. The armory is 
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the headquarters of the 56th Stryker Brigade, 111th Infantry. 
Source: 
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2010/04/15/news/doc4bc7270180f6b86436
6452.txt 

45. April 15, Washington Times – (District of Columbia) Chemical weapons cleanup 
blast set to go in D.C. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ plan to detonate some 
World War I-era chemical weapons in the Spring Valley neighborhood Wednesday, 
remained in place as the city dashed to put together a public-safety plan. The detonation 
was slated for Thursday, as has been the case for weeks. However, residents pushed 
their better-safe-than-sorry approach to lawmakers, and city officials agreed to come up 
with a safety plan though it was still being devised late Wednesday afternoon. The 
corps plans to denote 24 chemical munitions found on federal property in Spring Valley 
— home to the embassies of Qatar and South Korea, Sibley Memorial Hospital, the 
Dalecarlia Water Treatment Plant and pumping station, Wesley Theological Seminary, 
and American University. Residents are as concerned about potential airborne problems 
as they are water contamination at Dalecarlia reservoir, which is the primary drinking-
water source in the nation’s capital. 
Source: http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/apr/15/chemical-weapons-
cleanup-blast-set-to-go-in-dc/ 

46. April 15, Associated Press – (Georgia) Georgia considers offer for radiation 
monitoring. Georgia officials are considering an offer from the U.S. government to 
fund radiation monitoring near a former, nuclear-weapons complex. Officials at the 
U.S. Department of Energy said this week they have offered funding to the state 
government to fund additional radiation testing for communities near the Savannah 
River Site, which sits near the border between Georgia and South Carolina. The Cold 
War-era complex once churned out the materials necessary to build nuclear bombs. 
Radiation monitoring by the state would supplement similar work already conducted at 
the old weapons complex. Georgia received federal money for the monitoring from 
2001 to 2004 until the program was canceled. A request by the governor to reinstate the 
money was rejected the following year. 
Source: http://www.wtvm.com/Global/story.asp?S=12314899 

47. April 15, Dallas Morning News – (National) Plans for plutonium remain 
undecided. In a nuclear weapon, high explosives are used to compress a plutonium 
“trigger” that in turn bombards a “secondary” made from highly enriched uranium, 
setting off a huge blast. Taking all that apart is done the same way porcupines snuggle: 
very, very carefully. The explosives are destroyed at Pantex. The highly enriched 
uranium goes to a facility at the Savannah River Site near Aiken, South Carolina. The 
plutonium remains at Pantex in above-ground bunkers, or igloos, built by the Army 
before World War II for artillery shells. Each plutonium “pit” is encased in a sealed 
container, stacked and spaced to ensure they don’t reach critical mass and set off a 
nuclear reaction. Security is formidable. A government report in September found that 
security at Pantex alone is about $135 million per year. Most of that pays for protective 
forces provided by an elite unit of the Energy Department. Underground bunkers would 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/apr/15/chemical-weapons-cleanup-blast-set-to-go-in-dc/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/apr/15/chemical-weapons-cleanup-blast-set-to-go-in-dc/
http://www.wtvm.com/Global/story.asp?S=12314899
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2010/04/15/news/doc4bc7270180f6b864366452.txt


 - 20 - 

be safer and cheaper to guard, said a state representative, but “the real issue is money.” 
That may be necessary, though, given that pits could be at Pantex indefinitely. “We will 
always have some number of weapons and probably some pits stored at Pantex,” the 
state representative said. The U.S. has declared 34 tons of plutonium as surplus, 
unneeded for weapons but with no place to go. The goal is to sell it for reactor fuel, but 
that’s easier said than done. First it must be ground to dust and mixed with uranium 
oxide to create pellets of mixed oxide fuel, known as MOX. There are environmental 
concerns, and MOX would require steep subsidies. U.S. nuclear power plant operators 
use uranium, and there’s no shortage of that, either; tons of highly enriched uranium are 
removed from weapons, and it’s much easier to convert that into usable reactor fuel 
than to do so with plutonium. “It’s a plan on paper. It’s a vague plan,” said the 
executive director of the Arms Control Association. 
Source: 
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/DN-
pantexside_15tex.ART.State.Edition1.4ca841a.html 

48. April 14, DarkReading – (National) NSA ready to spend $902 million on informance 
assurance. The National Security Agency will spend $902 million on information 
assurance next year, according to a budget request posted on a Department of Defense 
(DOD) Web site. The posting provides a rare insight into a sliver of the secretive 
intelligence agency’s spending. The request covers spending from the NSA’s 
Information Assurance Directorate, which provides products and services to secure 
national security systems — think cybersecurity for military command and control and 
weapons systems, among numerous things. The DOD is the IAD’s largest customer, 
though other agencies can request its services on a case-by-case basis. The NSA is 
decreasing its spending on information assurance from $972 million last year to $915 
million this year and $902 million next year, though those decreases come as the 
military ramps up its own spending on information assurance. About half of the NSA’s 
budget will be spent on research, development, and testing, while much of the other 
half will be spent on operations. The little left over will be spent on procurement. The 
document lays out the NSA’s information-assurance efforts and plans across a number 
of categories, including computer-network defense, encryption, identity, access 
management, and workforce development, and goes into some specifics in a few of 
those areas. 
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/security/government/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=224400
245 

49. April 14, WBEN Newsradio 930 AM – (New York) City hall evacuated following a 
bomb threat. Buffalo City Hall was evacuated the morning of April 15 after an 
anonymous bomb threat was phoned in. The 28-story building was emptied while 
police and bomb-sniffing dogs went through the entire building. According to a Buffalo 
Police spokesman, the threat was phoned in around 9:30 a.m. Police and fire 
departments responded, and the decision was made quickly to evacuate the building. 
“Bomb-sniffing dogs from four agencies including Buffalo, ATF, NFTA and the Erie 
County Sheriff’s Department were called in to go through the building. They started in 

http://www.darkreading.com/security/government/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=224400245
http://www.darkreading.com/security/government/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=224400245
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/DN-pantexside_15tex.ART.State.Edition1.4ca841a.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/DN-pantexside_15tex.ART.State.Edition1.4ca841a.html


 - 21 - 

the basement, ended up going through every floor of the building, and at approximately 
11:40 a.m. the all-clear was given and employees were allowed back in,” said a police 
spokesman. He declined to say who specifically received the threatening call. This is 
the second bomb threat in two days. Just yesterday, the Ellicott Square Building was 
evacuated after an anonymous death threat was made to a gubernatorial candidate. The 
police spokesman said there doesn’t appear to be a connection between the two threats 
at this point. 
Source: http://www.wben.com/City-Hall-Evacuated-After-Bomb-Threat/6803100 

50. April 14, Post Newsweek – (Florida) Four schools receive bomb threats. Four schools 
received e-mailed bomb threats on Wednesday afternoon, according to a representative 
of the School Board of Miami-Dade County. The spokesman said the e-mail threats 
were sent at about 1:30 p.m. The note said that a bomb would go off at 2 p.m., but 
nothing happened, officials said. The schools that received threats included Felix 
Varela Senior High School, Christina M. Eve Elementary School, Sunset Senior High 
School and Hialeah Miami Lakes Senior High School. The spokesman said that none of 
the schools were evacuated. The chief of the school police said threats are common, 
and that investigators have made progress in tracking down the person who sent the 
threatening e-mails. 
Source: http://www.justnews.com/education/23152837/detail.html 

51. April 14, WSFA 12 Montgomery – (Alabama) One arrested in Abbeville City Hall 
bomb scare. A 19-year-old man is under arrest after a bomb scare at the Abbeville 
(Ala.) City Hall, Wednesday afternoon. The man’s identity has not been released. The 
Dothan Bomb Squad evacuated the government building and closed two blocks around 
the complex while they investigated a “suspicious device” left in the parking lot. 
Evacuations included at least four homes and businesses surrounding the city hall. The 
squad neutralized the device and used a robotic machine to load it into a vehicle. It will 
be transported to Dothan for use in an investigation. Authorities said the scene around 
city hall would be clear and back to normal by approximately 10 p.m.. Charges are 
pending against the suspect, but the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms would 
have to determine the exact charges. 
Source: http://www.wsfa.com/Global/story.asp?S=12313344 
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52. April 15, Officer.com – (Florida) High-powered laser blinds Fla. sheriff’s chopper 
crew. An armed security guard carrying camouflage body paint and a badge is accused 
of pointing a high-powered laser at an Orange County, Florida, sheriff’s helicopter, 
temporarily blinding the crew. The pilot radioed deputies on the ground near Mercy 
Drive and Shader Road late Tuesday night, saying the light was believed to be coming 
from a dark-colored sport utility vehicle, deputies said. Investigators then found a man 
parked in a Jeep nearby. Inside his Jeep, deputies said they found “tactical law-
enforcement equipment, including holsters, duty belts, handcuffs, a police-style badge, 
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sheriff’s office civilian identification card, flashlights, a mask, camouflage face and 
body paint, two-way radios and knives,” according to an Orange County sheriff’s 
report. Investigators found a high-powered laser pointer laying on the ground nearby, 
Orange County deputies said. When Anderson was questioned, he told investigators he 
owns a security company and was doing patrols when he spotted the sheriff’s helicopter 
following him, deputies said. 
Source: http://www.officer.com/online/article.jsp?siteSection=1&id=51754 

53. April 14, USA TODAY – (National) Nuclear blast victims would have to wait. The 
White House has warned state and local governments not to expect a “significant 
federal response” at the scene of a terrorist nuclear attack for 24 to 72 hours after the 
blast, according to a planning guide. The President told delegates from 47 nations at the 
Nuclear Security Summit on Tuesday that it would be a “catastrophe for the world” if 
al-Qaeda or another terrorist group got a nuclear device, because so many lives would 
be lost and it would be so hard to mitigate damage from the blast. A 10-kiloton nuclear 
explosion would level buildings within half a mile of ground zero, generate 900-mph 
winds, bathe the landscape with radiation and produce a plume of fallout that would 
drift for hundreds of miles, the guide said. It was posted on the Internet and sent to 
local officials. The document is designed to help local officials craft plans for 
responding to a nuclear blast. The prospect is anything but far-fetched, said an official 
with the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2010-04-13-nuke-plans_N.htm 
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54. April 16, The Register – (International) Promoted tweet scheme ripe for 
abuse. Miscreants are highly likely to take advantage of Twitter’s move towards 
making money through ad-supported micro-blogging updates, security watchers warn. 
Twitter’s co-founder announced on April 13 that the micro-blogging service would 
begin selling advertising to select firms through a newly-established Promoted Tweet 
program. The idea finally answers the question of how Twitter intends to make money 
while posing fresh security challenges. The trial phase of the program will involve blue 
chip firms such as Best Buy, Bravo, Red Bull, Sony Pictures, Starbucks, and Virgin 
America. As the scheme takes hold, however, and expands towards to becoming a sort 
of AdWords for micro-blogging, ne’er-do-wells will almost inevitably start taking an 
interest, anti-spyware firm Sunbelt Software warned. “We’re wondering how long it 
will be before the online pharmacies, botnet operators and rogue, security-product 
pushers decide to mimic Twitter’s ads for their own nefarious purposes,” a Sunbelt 
analyst wrote. “Like the search-engine, optimization techniques that have taken 
advantage of the big search services, there will be attempts to use the promoted tweets. 
And there will be countermeasures by Twitter and the rest of us in the anti-malcode 
world.” 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/04/14/promoted_tweet_security_fears/ 
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55. April 15, The Register – (International) DNS Trojan poses as iPhone unlocking 
utility. An application that offers to unlock iPhones is actually designed to hijack 
Internet connections on compromised Windows PCs, security watchers warn. Spam 
messages direct potential victims to a domain called iphone-iphone.info that offers 
links to download a Windows-executable called blackra1n.exe. The application claims 
to offer an unlock utility but instead it changes default DNS settings on infected 
Windows PCs, hijacking Internet connections in the process. Romanian anti-virus firm 
BitDefender, which identifies the executable as Trojan-BAT-AACL, explains that the 
malware comes as a Windows batch file packed alongside the iPhone jailbreaking 
application. “The Trojan attempts to change the preferred DNS server address for 
several possible Internet connections on the users’ computers to 
188.210.[REMOVED],” BitDefender explained. “This allows the malware creators to 
intercept the victims’ calls to reach Internet sites and to redirect them to their own 
malware-laden versions of those sites.” 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/04/15/iphone_unlocking_trojan_scam/ 

56. April 14, U.S. News and World Report – (International) Documents reveal Al Qaeda 
cyberattacks. Buried inside hundreds of pages of heavily redacted, court documents 
from the case of a man accused of being one of al Qaeda’s chief recruiters, is evidence 
that the terrorist group has launched successful cyberattacks, including one against 
government computers in Israel. This was the first public confirmation that the terrorist 
group has mounted an offensive cyberattack. The attacks were relatively 
unsophisticated and likely occurred before November 2001, when the prisoner who 
described them was arrested. The terrorism suspect was ordered freed from the prison 
at GuantÃ¡namo Bay last month by a federal judge who found that the government had 
insufficient evidence to continue detaining him. The court records do not specify when 
and under what circumstances the suspect discussed al Qaeda’s venture into cyberwar. 
Though the vast majority of the court records dealing with the case remain classified, 
some details escaped redaction. For instance, the suspect told interrogators that al 
Qaeda “used the Internet to launch relatively low-level, computer attacks.” Al Qaeda 
“also sabotaged other Web sites by launching denial-of-service attacks, such as one 
targeting the Israeli prime minister’s computer server,” court records indicated. 
Source: http://www.usnews.com/articles/news/2010/04/14/documents-reveal-al-qaeda-
cyberattacks.html 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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57. April 15, Sydney Morning Herald – (International) Chinese cyber attackers hit 
Optus. The Optus network was in disarray April 14, following cyber attacks from 
China, which affected a number of its customers including Australia’s national news 
agency, AAP. Web-based attacks originating from China have become a growing issue 
for Australian businesses and government departments. At the opening of the Cyber 
Security Operations Centre in January, the government revealed that Defence had 
investigated about 200 electronic-security incidents on its own network every month in 
2009. It also responded to about 220 incidents reported by other Australian government 
agencies last year. Optus indicated that at about 1:10 p.m. April 14, one of its corporate 
customers was hit with a “denial of service attack” that originated in China. Optus 
would not say which customer had been targeted, but The Australian reported that the 
target was a multinational, financial-services company. “The attack caused congestion 
on one of Optus’s international links leading to slow internet and delayed e-mail for 
some Optus corporate customers,” an Optus spokeswoman said. Publishers AAP, IDG 
and News Ltd are known to be among the affected corporate customers. 
Source: http://www.smh.com.au/technology/security/chinese-cyber-attackers-hit-optus-
20100415-sgm8.html 

58. April 15, IDG News Service – (International) Spam volumes grew 6 percent last year, 
says Google. Despite security researchers’ efforts to cut spam down to size, it just 
keeps growing back. The volume of unsolicited email in the first quarter was around 6 
percent higher than a year earlier, according to Google’s e-mail filtering division 
Postini. Security researchers have won a few, significant battles against the spammers 
in the last year, first against those hosting the spammers’ control systems, and later 
against the control systems themselves. But researchers will have to change tactics 
again if they want to win the war, Google said in a posting to its Enterprise blog. In the 
first half of last year, experts concentrated their efforts on identifying the ISPs or 
hosting companies that allowed these command-and-control servers to operate, and 
shutting them down. The success of that tactic was short-lived. It took a little less than 
a month after the shutdown of ISP 3FN for spam sent to the 18 million business users 
of Google’s Postini service to return to its previous level, while the closure of Real 
Host affected spam levels for only two days. The bottom line: Botnet operators quickly 
found new homes for their servers and reprogrammed their botnets. Security 
researchers soon switched their attentions to the botnet command-and-control servers 
themselves, infiltrating them and preventing the botnet from receiving new instructions. 
Those successes meant that the volume of spam fell 12 percent from the fourth quarter 
of 2009 to the first of 2010, although levels remained higher than a year earlier. 
Source: http://www.networkworld.com/news/2010/041510-spam-volumes-grew-6-
percent.html 

59. April 14, IDG News Services – (National) Senator pledges support for Net 
neutrality, broadband plan. The powerful chairman of a U.S. Senate committee will 
push for additional authority for the U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
to enforce Net neutrality rules and implement its new national broadband plan, if it is 
needed following a court ruling against the agency this month. The decision by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia to throw out the FCC’s attempt to 
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enforce Net neutrality rules against Comcast puts the entire broadband plan, released 
last month, at risk, said a West Virginia Democratic senator and chairman of the Senate 
Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee. Comcast and other broadband 
providers want to take the FCC’s authority away, the senator added. “In the long term, 
if there is a need to rewrite the law to provide consumers and the FCC and industry 
with a new framework, I as chairman will take that task on,” he said. “This is a 
committee — at least so long as I am chairman — that is here to protect people, to 
protect consumers.” 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9175507/Senator_pledges_support_for_Net_n
eutrality_broadband_plan 

60. April 13, KSTU 13 Salt Lake City – (Utah) AT&T 3G voice network restored in Salt 
Lake City after outage. A spokeswoman for AT&T said its 3G voice network in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, is now restored after an outage on April 12. 3G stands for third 
generation — the company’s latest technology. During the outage, AT&T reverted to 
using the 2G network. The representative said the outage only affected voice calls in 
Salt Lake City. AT&T did not confirm how many customers were affected by the 
outage. 
Source: http://www.fox13now.com/news/local/kstu-att-confirms-outage-affecting-3g-
voice,0,1583662.story 

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

61. April 15, Associated Press – (Ohio) Explosive device at Xenia apartments found not 
dangerous. The Dayton Bomb Squad was called to an apartment complex in Xenia, 
Ohio around 3 p.m. at the request of Xenia police. According to WHIO-TV a 
suspicious military-type explosive device was found in the back of a pickup truck at the 
Thistlewood Apartments. Authorities are now saying the device is not dangerous. 
Authorities said a friend of the truck owner picked up the device more than a week ago 
and the owner has been driving with it in the back of the truck for days, according to 
WHIO-TV’s report. Nearby apartments were evacuated as a precaution. 
Source: http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/crime/explosive-device-at-xenia-
apartments-found-not-dangerous-653489.html 

62. April 14, Los Angeles Times – (California) Two injured in shooting near West 
Adams recreation center. Two people were wounded Wednesday afternoon in West 
Adams when gunfire broke out near a recreation center in a possible gang-related 
attack, police said. Three females, ages 15 to 20, were inside a car in the parking lot of 
the Vineyard Recreation Center when at least one armed suspect opened fire, the LAPD 
said. One of the females was grazed in the upper body by a bullet, and a man standing 
nearby was shot in the arm, the LAPD said. The attack, near the 2900 block of 
Vineyard Avenue, occurred about 4:15 p.m. Both victims were transported to local 
hospitals. Their wounds were not life-threatening, police said. Detectives were at the 

http://www.fox13now.com/news/local/kstu-att-confirms-outage-affecting-3g-voice,0,1583662.story
http://www.fox13now.com/news/local/kstu-att-confirms-outage-affecting-3g-voice,0,1583662.story
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/crime/explosive-device-at-xenia-apartments-found-not-dangerous-653489.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/crime/explosive-device-at-xenia-apartments-found-not-dangerous-653489.html
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9175507/Senator_pledges_support_for_Net_neutrality_broadband_plan


 - 26 - 

scene. No additional information was available. 
Source: http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/04/west-adams-shooting.html 

63. April 13, Boston Globe – (Massachusetts) Firefighters respond to ammonia leak at 
BC arena. Boston firefighters are responding to an ammonia leak reported early April 
13 at the Conte Forum sports arena at Boston College. The leak was detected at about 5 
a.m. by a monitoring system attached to a mechanical room where an ammonia tank 
was located. There were no evacuations, and no injuries were reported, the Boston Fire 
Department (BFD) officials said. “It’s a contained situation,” said a BFD spokesman. 
The fire department is still detecting elevated readings in the room and is working with 
Boston College officials and the college’s engineering department, he said. “It’s an 
ongoing incident right now,” the spokesman said. “It’s controlled, and we’re just trying 
to get the elevated readings in the room down to normal levels.” Firefighters suited up 
in protective gear for the Level 3 hazardous materials incident. An entry team shut 
down the tank. The leak came from the mechanical room, which contains ammonia 
used in the refrigeration system to make ice for the hockey rink. “That’s why [the 
ammonia] is there in the first place,” the BFD spokesman said. The cause of the leak is 
undetermined. 
Source: 
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2010/04/firefighters_re_3.html 
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64. April 15, WCCO 4 Minneapolis – (Iowa) No injuries in Eldon fire. Fire has destroyed 
a commercial garage in downtown Eldon in southeast Iowa, but firefighters kept the 
flames from spreading to the town’s historic opera house. The fire broke out 
Wednesday afternoon. No injuries were reported. The Eldon mayor said the McHaffey 
Opera House is just across an alley from the garage, and firefighters kept the fire from 
reaching it. The opera house, which was built in 1891, is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 
Source: http://wcco.com/wireapnewsia/Fire.destroys.commercial.2.1634591.html 

65. April 15, Carlsbad Current-Argus – (Texas) Flooding closes McKittrick Canyon in 
Guadalupe Mountains National Park. Heavy rain in the Guadalupe Mountains has 
resulted in the closure of some trails in the Guadalupe Mountains National Park. The 
park’s chief ranger said Wednesday the temporary closure of McKittrick Canyon and 
Permian Reef Trails is due to high water and trail damage. In the past 48 hours, the 
park has received 1-3 inches of rain in two separate events, depending on the location. 
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the current 
weather pattern is set to continue for the next five to seven days with similar rain events 
likely each evening. “The water was rather high. You can see some of the debris in the 
trees. It’s not very high right now, but the trails are currently not accessible. There is 
still water there,” the ranger said in a telephone interview from the park. “It’s clouding 
up again and it looks like we could get some more rain tonight (Wednesday).” The 
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ranger said trail conditions will be assessed each morning and park trails will be 
reopened as soon as possible. The Williams Ranch Road will also be monitored and 
possibly closed. 
Source: http://www.currentargus.com/ci_14885629 

66. April 14, National Park Service – (Utah) NPS plans prescribed fire for Zion 
National Park. Zion National Park plans to start ignition of the remaining 240 acres of 
the East Entrance Prescribed Fire during the period of April 16 - 20, 2010. The exact 
date of ignition will depend upon favorable weather conditions and the availability of 
adequate firefighting resources. This prescribed fire is located near the east entrance of 
the park, along the park boundary and Highway 9. The project began last spring with 
the treatment of 40 of the 300 total acres in the planned burn. This spring’s plan is to 
ignite small areas within the larger burn unit as conditions allow. Once ignited, the 
project will take 2-3 days to complete. The objectives of the East Entrance Prescribed 
Fire are to reduce the wildland fire hazard along the park’s eastern boundary thus 
providing protection for adjacent private property and structures and restore fire to its 
natural role in the ecosystem. Short-term impacts will be possible smoky conditions in 
the burn area and temporary road closures or the use of pilot cars if the smoke obscures 
visibility. Forecasted weather conditions should provide good smoke dispersal, but 
there is potential for it to settle into the canyons during the night. The East Rim Trail is 
expected to remain open during the burn. 
Source: http://www.nps.gov/zion/parknews/2010-east-entrance-prescribed-fire.htm 

67. April 14, WDBJ 7 Roanoke – (Virginia) Smoke from Bath County prescribed burn 
shifts to Alleghany County. Where there’s smoke there’s fire, but this one in Bath 
County is in good hands. Forestry officials started a prescribed burn on North Short 
Mountain Tuesday to burn up anything that may fuel a wildfire. Smoke from the burn 
made its way to Alleghany County, where it settled in Clifton Forge and Covington 
Tuesday afternoon. Forestry officials check wind conditions before starting prescribed 
burns, but winds shifted in a different direction than expected. “The smoke itself can be 
difficult for some people with breathing problems, and it can affect visibility, and those 
are the reasons we want to plan for it, and avoid putting smoke in areas where there are 
too many people,” said a spokeswoman with the USDA Forest Service. Humidity, wind 
speed and direction, and temperatures all play a factor in deciding when to start a 
prescribed burn. 
Source: http://www.wdbj7.com/Global/story.asp?s=12312235&clienttype=printable 

68. April 14, KCSG 14 Cedar City – (Utah) 3.9 magnitude earthquake rocks Capitol 
Reef National Park. The University of Utah Seismograph Stations reports that a minor 
earthquake of magnitude 3.9 occurred in Capitol Reef National Park in southern Utah, 
at 12:58 PM on April 14, 2010 (MDT). The epicenter of the shock was located 26 mi 
SE of Torrey, Utah and 31 mi NE of Escalante, Utah. A total of 8 earthquakes of 
magnitude 3.0 or greater have occurred within 16 mi of the epicenter of this event since 
1962. 
Source: http://www.kcsg.com/view/full_story/7079433/article-3-9-Magnitude-
Earthquake-Rocks-Capitol-Reef-National-Park-?instance=home_stories1 
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69. April 15, Marketplace From American Public Media – (International) Chinese 
rescuers question dam safety. Rescuers in China are patching up a major, 
hydroelectric dam damaged after the recent earthquake. The dam is a critical source of 
power in the region. Chinese state media reported that the dam was cracked by the 
quake and faces risk of collapse. Rescuers are patching it, and water is being released to 
ease pressure. The rescue effort has some Chinese geologists wondering if the dam was 
built to high enough safety standards, or if dam builders cut corners. Outside groups 
like International Rivers have expressed concern for years. The group’s policy director 
said, “Dams in China, and particularly the older dams, have a very bad safety record. 
Thousands of smaller dams have collapsed.” Sometimes dam operators do not pay 
enough attention to nearby seismic activity, he said. Monitoring is not as thorough as it 
should be, the policy director added, noting that authorities often try to wiggle out of 
this responsibility. 
Source: http://marketplace.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/04/15/am-chinese-
rescuers-question-dam-safety/ 

70. April 14, Providence Journal – (Rhode Island) How high did the Pawtuxet River 
rise? Working quickly before the water marks disappear, a team of Army Corps of 
Engineers surveyors spent Tuesday establishing exactly how high the Pawtuxet River 
rose in flooding that occurred two weeks ago. It is critical data that will be used in areas 
as varied as predicting future floods and determining who needs flood insurance, 
officials said. The Corps is in a hurry because the water marks on utility poles and 
buildings will not last. The height needs to be recorded “before they wash away with 
the next rain,” said the head of the Corps team working on the flood here. The 
surveyors are working from benchmarks — permanent markers with a known location 
and elevation — and the marks the flood left behind. Comparing the two, yields the 
height of the water compared with the base elevation, sea level. 
Source: http://www.projo.com/news/content/Flood_Survey_04-14-
10_UDI41T0_v10.3ce9543.html 
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