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 According to the Associated Press, a survivor of a shooting rampage Friday at the 
University of Alabama-Huntsville said the professor charged in the fatal attack 
methodically shot her victims in the head until the gun apparently jammed and she was 
pushed out of the room. Three were killed and two wounded. (See item 38) 

 The Associated Press reports that two huge waves swept away spectators watching a 
surfing contest Saturday morning in Half Moon Bay, California, causing broken bones and 
other injuries to dozens of people standing on a seawall. (See item 55) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. February 16, KULR 8 Billings – (Montana) Refinery fire details withheld. An internal 
investigation into the massive Christmas Eve fire at the Conoco-Phillips refinery in 
Billings has been completed. But, the company said it will not share any details with 
the public. A Conoco Spokesman said the investigation produced some valuable 
lessons and the company has made adjustments to prevent similar incidents from 

http://www.dhs.gov/
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happening again. The explosion and fire caused the roof of a tank containing asphalt to 
collapse and the walls to buckle. The fire started around 3:30 p.m. on December 24th. 
Billings fire officials and local refinery crews were able to contain the spectacular 
blaze. The company said it monitored air quality throughout the fire and there was no 
public health risk. No one was injured during the blaze. 
Source: http://www.kulr8.com/news/local/84422917.html 

2. February 16, Associated Press – (California) 5 injured when Kern County oil well 
blows out. Kern County fire officials say five people were injured when an oil well 
blew out. The well at Occidental Petroleum’s oil field just east of McKittrick was 
undergoing maintenance when it experienced an unexpected high-pressure release 
around 9:30 p.m. on February 15. A Kern County fire spokesman said it did not catch 
fire and no hazardous gases or oil were released. He says it is not clear whether the 
blow out was caused by steam or a fluid. The five workers were hurt while trying to 
exit the well. He says two of them were seriously injured and flown to a trauma center. 
Two others were transported by ambulance with less severe injuries while a fifth was 
treated at the scene. All the injuries are considered non-life threatening. 
Source: http://www.telegram.com/article/20100216/APN/302169786 

3. February 15, Madison County Eagle – (Virginia) Route 687 re-opens after 
spill. Fairground Road (Route 687) near Madison Primary School was re-opened to 
traffic over the weekend after being closed for several hours following a February 12 
fuel spill in the area. The spill, which officials say involved 200 gallons of biodiesel 
fuel, apparently originated at the Madison County Public Schools bus shop. The 
Madison County 911 coordinator released a statement about the fuel spill Saturday 
morning using the county’s emergency Internet and reverse 911 notification system. 
“This is a public service announcement from the Madison County 911 Center,” the 
statement read. “Yesterday (Feb. 12) at approximately 2 p.m., there was a biodiesel fuel 
leak at the Madison County School Bus Shop on Fairground road. Approximately 200 
gallons of biodiesel fuel leaked from the holding facility and made its way to the ditch 
line on Fairground road. The spill was contained immediately and clean-up operations 
are under way. The Department of Environmental Quality has been notified and will 
have inspectors on the scene. We are notifying you to let you know that there is no 
health hazards and clean-up will be proceeding for the next couple of days. Traffic will 
be impacted and at times portions of Fairground Road will be closed. We will notify 
you if conditions should change but at this time we do not expect any further 
problems.” Although no crews were present the afternoon of February 14, a strong 
diesel odor remained in the area. 
Source: http://www2.madison-news.com/mce/news/local/article/route_687_re-
open_after_fuel_spill/52257/ 

4. February 14, WSAZ 3 Huntington, Charleston – (West Virginia) POLICE: 
Mysterious package at Marathon plant likely not dangerous. State Police 
Dispatchers tell WSAZ.com a suspicious package was found at the Marathon plant 
outside of Kenova in Wayne County at about 9:00 the evening of February 14. They 
say the package is not thought to be dangerous. Police say a security guard saw 

http://www.telegram.com/article/20100216/APN/302169786
http://www2.madison-news.com/mce/news/local/article/route_687_re-open_after_fuel_spill/52257/
http://www2.madison-news.com/mce/news/local/article/route_687_re-open_after_fuel_spill/52257/
http://www.kulr8.com/news/local/84422917.html
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someone dropping the package off at the Marathon plant and called 911. State Police, 
FBI and National Guard and Kenova Hazmat teams responded to the scene. By 10:15 
p.m. most of the emergency crews had left the area. State Police say the package was 
tested by Hazmat crews on the scene and came back negative — meaning it did not 
appear to be dangerous. The package has been taken from the scene and will undergo 
more testing. A spokesperson for the FBI says in a post September 11th world, they 
have to take these things seriously. State Police have not released any other details.  
Source: http://www.wsaz.com/news/headlines/84320817.html 

5. February 14, Fire Fighting News – (International) Fire quickly brought under 
control aboard a ship wintering in Montreal. On February 13 at about 3:05 pm, 
smoke was noticed escaping from the Thalassa Desgagnes, a small Canadian oil carrier 
approximately 140 meters long which had been decommissioned for the winter. The 
vessel was empty and its tanks had been degassed. Consequently, there was no risk of 
explosion. The fire broke out on the deck and covered roughly 25 square meters. 
Firefighters and Urgence Sant personnel arrived on the scene at 3:20. At 3:26, the first 
fire hose was in use. The fire was deemed extinguished at 3:36. Eight fire trucks were 
dispatched to the site. The fire was caused by sparks produced during welding. The 
welder suffered burns to his hands and face. He was taken to Hotel Dieu Hospital at 
3:40. Light pollution from the oil was quickly dispersed by the current, which is very 
strong in the area. At 4:15, some of the firefighter units began to leave. Two firefighter 
units remain on site as a security measure. The Montreal Port Authority has opened an 
investigation. 
Source: http://www.firefightingnews.com/article-ca.cfm?articleID=76073 

6. February 13, Roseburg News-Review – (Oregon) Two firefighters injured after 
Roseburg Forest Products explosion. Firefighters from two Douglas County stations 
were injured Friday night after a blaze inside Roseburg Forest Product’s powerhouse 
caused an explosion which erupted into a 75-foot tall fireball. Stations were alerted at 
6:17 p.m. to a fire inside the building the Dillard facility uses to generate electricity. 
The multilevel structure at 10599 S. Highway 99 was filled with chipped wood used for 
fuel, the Winston-Dillard fire captain said. Upon arrival at 6:25 p.m., firefighters were 
told the sprinkler system, called a deluge, was not working to douse the flames. The 
large amount of sawdust in the air ignited with explosive force, he said, causing the fire 
ball at 6:55 p.m. “The nature of this facility creates a lot of sawdust that ends up 
settling on everything,” he said. “In these situations there is always a hazard of a dust 
explosion which is what happened. Without the (deluge) in operation we were forced to 
go into a more dangerous situation than we normally expose ourselves to.” Several 
walls were blown out of at least one story of the powerhouse, the fire chief said. 
Burning sawdust landed on adjacent buildings and had to be extinguished but did not 
amount to serious damage, he added. The cause of the fire is under investigation. 
Source: 
http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20100213/NEWS/100219895/1063/NEWS&ParentPro
file=1055 

[Return to top]  
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Chemical Industry Sector 

7. February 16, WAFB 9 Baton Rouge – (Louisiana) Troopers reopen parts of highways 
after acid spill. In Donaldsonville, Louisiana State Police reports crews worked 
throughout the night of Febraury 14 to clean a sulfuric acid spill, which allowed for 
part of one closed highway and all of the other to reopen the morning of February 15. 
Troopers said the westbound portion of LA 70 and both directions of LA 3127 are open 
to traffic. Crews are still at the scene cleaning up the spilled chemical. Troopers are 
controlling the flow of traffic in the area. They will remain at the scene until the spill is 
completely cleaned up. 
Source: http://www.wafb.com/Global/story.asp?S=11986521 

8. February 16, WSET 13 Lynchburg – (Virginia) One injured in manufacturing plant 
fire. HazMat crews spent much of the morning of February 16 at a Lynchburg plant, 
after a barrel of chemicals caught fire, injuring one. Firefighters rushed to Slocum 
Adhesives about 8:00 a.m. and found smoke pouring from the building. The plant’s 
sprinkler system helped contain most of the flames. An employee who tried to put out 
the fire was taken to the hospital. There is no word on that worker’s injuries or 
condition. HazMat crews had to clean up a blue liquid chemical, which officials say is a 
latex material. The Lynchburg Battalion Chief said, “Our concern right now is runoff it 
was a chemical distribution facility, there is a lot of chemicals stored in the building 
we’re not exactly sure what has been comprised in the building.” Police closed the 
13th-16th blocks of Kemper and Buchanan during the clean-up. AEP crews temporarily 
cut off power to the building. 
Source: http://www.wset.com/news/stories/0210/706743.html 

9. February 13, Journal Register News Service – (Pennsylvania) Hazmat spill sends 12 
to hospital in Montco. The Montgomery Township Department of Fire Services and 
the FDMT responded to a hazardous materials incident the morning of February 12 at 
ITW Philadelphia Resins Company at 130 Commerce Drive. According to township 
officials, while off loading product from a tanker delivery truck at the rear of the 
facility, a chemical spilled on the ground, exposing an employee and the truck driver. 
Township officials did not identify the type of chemical. The FDMT Fire Chief 
determined that company employees had made an emergency shutdown of the chemical 
and placed diking material around the affected area to contain the spill. According to 
the township, the chief had company supervisors initiate decontamination procedures 
and had Volunteer Medical Service Corps personnel perform a medical evaluation of 
the employees involved in the incident. According to township officials, 12 people 
were transported to a local hospital for observation. The Montgomery County Hazard 
Material Chief provided assistance and technical support. Clean Harbor Environmental 
Services provided site remediation. 
Source: 
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2010/02/13/news/doc4b76d59b2596166790
7594.txt 

[Return to top]  
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Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

10. February 15, Middletown Times Herald Record – (New York) NRC postpones review 
of Indian Point nuke plant. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has 
postponed its environmental assessment of the Indian Point nuclear plant. The 
assessment is crucial because the NRC will say whether Indian Point’s license renewal 
should be approved or rejected based on a number of environmental factors. Its release 
was delayed because Entergy, Indian Point’s parent company, presented new 
information to the NRC that must be accounted for. An NRC spokesman said the 
agency plans to finish its review May 31. 
Source: 
http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100215/NEWS/100219817 

11. February 12, Miami Herald – (Florida) Box with ‘radioactive danger’ sticker found 
in Northeast Miami-Dade. HazMat crews responded to a Northeast Miami-Dade 
warehouse after a person tried to throw out a box — and saw a sticker that said 
“radioactive danger,” authorities said. Officials are looking at the possibility the box 
was left by road construction crews working in the area and said there does not appear 
to be any danger. After 1:30 p.m., Miami-Dade Fire Rescue crews set up a 300-foot 
safe zone around the warehouse at 430 NE 191 St. as they waited to examine the box. 
The road was blocked at Northeast Second Avenue and 191st Street, police said. About 
noon, someone spotted the large box and went to throw it out. That is when they 
spotted the sticker on the box. The person called 911 about 1:30 p.m. and crews 
responded. 
Source: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/miami-dade/breaking-
news/story/1477028.html 

12. February 10, Quad Cities Online – (Illinois) Exelon Nuclear plants not affected by 
earthquake. Exelon Nuclear plants in Illinois were not affected by the February 10 
earthquake in DeKalb County, Illinois, that measured 4.3 on the Richter scale. There 
was no safety impact to plant employees or equipment. Exelon plant teams conducted 
plant walk downs and equipment checks to ensure there was no damage. Initial findings 
confirmed no damage and inspections will continue throughout the day. All plants 
continued to operate safely through this period. 
Source: http://qconline.com/archives/qco/display.php?id=479274 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

13. February 15, WILX 10 Lansing – (Michigan) Fire at GM Delta plant. There was a 
small fire at GM’s Delta Township plant Monday afternoon. Fire crews were called at 
about 4 o’clock to check out the fire on the roof of the paint shop. By the time crews 
arrived, the fire was extinguished. The GM spokesperson says the fire was probably 
electrical in nature. No one was hurt. No workers had to be evacuated, and there was no 
interruption in production. This is the second fire in two weeks at a mid-Michigan GM 

http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100215/NEWS/100219817
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/miami-dade/breaking-news/story/1477028.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/miami-dade/breaking-news/story/1477028.html
http://qconline.com/archives/qco/display.php?id=479274
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plant. On February 4th, a small fire broke out at the electrical substation of the body 
shop at GM’s Grand River plant. There was no damage to the inside of the shop. 
Source: http://www.wilx.com/news/headlines/84407367.html 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

14. February 16, Naval Open Source Intelligence – (National) Raytheon Joint Standoff 
Weapon C-1 proves networked capability with JSTARS aircraft. Raytheon 
Company’s Joint Standoff Weapon C-1 completed a major milestone when the 
weapon’s Strike Common Weapon Datalink (SCWDL) communicated via Link-16 
nodes with a Joint Surveillance and Target Attack Radar System aircraft. The test 
demonstrated the weapon’s ability to function as a node on the network and moved the 
system one step closer to engaging moving maritime targets. JSOW is a family of low-
cost, air-to-ground weapons that employs an integrated GPS-inertial navigation system 
and terminal infrared seeker, which guides the JSOW to the target.  
Source: http://nosint.blogspot.com/2010/02/raytheon-joint-standoff-weapon-c-
1.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+blogspot/f
qzx+(Naval+Open+Source+INTelligence) 

15. February 16, Military Times – (National) Corps to use more lethal ammo in 
Afghanistan. The Marine Corps is dropping its conventional 5.56mm ammunition in 
Afghanistan in favor of new deadlier, more accurate rifle rounds, and could field them 
at any time. The open-tipped rounds until now have been available only to Special 
Operations Command troops. The first 200,000 5.56mm Special Operations Science 
and Technology rounds are already downrange with Marine Expeditionary Brigade-
Afghanistan, said the commander of Marine Corps Systems Command. Commonly 
known as “SOST” rounds, they were legally cleared for Marine use by the Pentagon in 
late January, according to Navy Department documents. SOCom developed the new 
rounds for use with the Special Operations Force Combat Assault Rifle, or SCAR, 
which needed a more accurate bullet because its short barrel, at 13.8 inches, is less than 
an inch shorter than the M4 carbine’s. Compared to the M855, SOST rounds also stay 
on target longer in open air and have increased stopping power through “consistent, 
rapid fragmentation which shortens the time required to cause incapacitation of enemy 
combatants,” according to Navy Department documents. “This round was really 
intended to be used in a weapon with a shorter barrel, their SCAR carbines,” the 
Marine Corps Systems Commander said. “But because of its blind-to-barrier 
performance, its accuracy improvements and its reduced muzzle flash, those are 
attractive things that make it also useful to general purpose forces like the Marine 
Corps and Army.” 
Source: http://militarytimes.com/news/2010/02/marine_SOST_ammo_021510w/ 

16. February 12, U.S. Department of Justice – (International) Canadian firm and U.S. 
subsidiary to pay $4 milion to settle lawsuit in connection with sale of defective 
bullet-proof vests. Lincoln Fabrics Ltd., a Canadian weaver of ballistic fabrics, and its 

http://nosint.blogspot.com/2010/02/raytheon-joint-standoff-weapon-c-1.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+blogspot/fqzx+(Naval+Open+Source+INTelligence)
http://nosint.blogspot.com/2010/02/raytheon-joint-standoff-weapon-c-1.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+blogspot/fqzx+(Naval+Open+Source+INTelligence)
http://nosint.blogspot.com/2010/02/raytheon-joint-standoff-weapon-c-1.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+blogspot/fqzx+(Naval+Open+Source+INTelligence)
http://militarytimes.com/news/2010/02/marine_SOST_ammo_021510w/
http://www.wilx.com/news/headlines/84407367.html
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American subsidiary, have agreed to pay the United States $4 million to settle the 
United States’ lawsuit against Lincoln for violations of the False Claims Act in 
connection with their role in the weaving of Zylon fabric used in the manufacture and 
sale of defective Zylon bullet-proof vests, the Justice Department announced Friday. 
Lincoln’s woven Zylon fabric was used in the manufacture of Zylon bullet-proof vests 
sold by several companies, including Second Chance Body Armor Inc., First Choice 
Armor Inc., and Point Blank Body Armor Inc. These vests were purchased by the 
United States, and by various state, local, and/or tribal law enforcement agencies. The 
United States alleged that the Zylon in these vests lost its ballistic capability quickly, 
especially when exposed to heat and humidity. The United States further alleged that 
Lincoln was aware of the defective nature of the Zylon by at least December 2001, but 
continued to sell Zylon for use in ballistic armor until August 2005, when the National 
Institute of Justice issued a report that Zylon degraded quickly in ballistic applications. 
The United States has pending lawsuits against Toyobo Co., Honeywell Inc., Second 
Chance Body Armor, Inc., and First Choice Armor Inc. Authorities involved in the 
investigation included the Defense Criminal Investigative Service, the U.S. Army 
Criminal Investigative Command, the Air Force Office of Special Investigations, and 
the Defense Contracting Audit Agency.  
Source: http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2010/February/10-civ-136.html 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

17. February 15, SC Magazine – (International) Major flaw discovered in Chip and PIN 
technology that could allow a fraudster to make purchases with a dummy login. A 
report by security researchers at Cambridge University have demonstrated a flaw in 
Chip and PIN technology. It said that the flaw would allow a fraudster to use a genuine 
card to make a payment without knowing the card’s PIN, and to remain undetected 
even when the merchant has an online connection to the banking network. The 
fraudster would be able to perform a man-in-the-middle attack to trick the terminal into 
believing that the PIN verified correctly, while telling the issuing bank that no PIN was 
entered at all. This would not work at a cashpoint or ATM, but would allow for large 
purchases. With the use of a man-in-the-middle device, which can intercept and modify 
the communications between card and terminal, a fraudster can trick the terminal into 
believing that PIN verification succeeded by responding with 0x9000 to Verify, 
without actually sending the PIN to the card. 
Source: http://www.scmagazineuk.com/major-flaw-discovered-in-chip-and-pin-
technology-that-could-allow-a-fraudster-to-make-purchases-with-a-dummy-
login/article/163787/ 

18. February 14, Associated Press – (Minnesota) Alleged AIDS patient robs bank with 
syringe. FBI officials said a man claiming to have AIDS and “nothing to live for” used 
a hypodermic needle to hold up a Minneapolis bank. The FBI said the robber walked 
into TCF Bank about 3 p.m. on February 12. He allegedly threatened three tellers with 
a syringe that appeared to contain blood. According to the St. Paul Pioneer Press, 

http://www.scmagazineuk.com/major-flaw-discovered-in-chip-and-pin-technology-that-could-allow-a-fraudster-to-make-purchases-with-a-dummy-login/article/163787/
http://www.scmagazineuk.com/major-flaw-discovered-in-chip-and-pin-technology-that-could-allow-a-fraudster-to-make-purchases-with-a-dummy-login/article/163787/
http://www.scmagazineuk.com/major-flaw-discovered-in-chip-and-pin-technology-that-could-allow-a-fraudster-to-make-purchases-with-a-dummy-login/article/163787/
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2010/February/10-civ-136.html
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authorities said he fled with cash and got into a taxi. 
Source: http://www.grandforksherald.com/event/article/id/151138/group/home/ 

19. February 12, IDG News Service – (National) Criminal hacker ‘Iceman’ gets 13 
years. A former security researcher turned criminal hacker has been sentenced to 13 
years in federal prison for hacking into financial institutions and stealing credit card 
account numbers. The guilty party, who used the hacker pseudonym Iceman, was 
sentenced on February 12 in U.S. District Court in Pittsburgh on charges of wire fraud 
and identity theft. In addition to his 13-year sentence, he will face five years of 
supervised release and must pay $27.5 million in restitution to his victims, according to 
the assistant U.S. attorney who prosecuted the case for the federal government. The 
defendant gained notoriety for hacking into carder forum Web sites, where stolen credit 
card numbers are bought and sold, and forcing members to conduct their business 
through his own site — CardersMarket.com. Criminals used the stolen credit card 
numbers to create fake debit and credit cards that were then used to steal money or 
merchandise. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9156658/Criminal_hacker_Iceman_gets_13_y
ears 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

20. February 16, WNYW 5 New York – (New Jersey) Newark flight evacuated. A Delta 
Connection flight was evacuated at Newark Liberty International Airport Tuesday 
morning. An indicator light went on and the plane was turned around. Forty-seven 
passengers and three crew members were brought back to the gate. Passengers are 
waiting to reboard their flight once the issue is taken care of. The flight was evacuated 
but there was no smoke and no fire. The flight was bound for Cincinatti, Ohio. No 
injuries were reported. 
Source: http://www.myfoxny.com/dpp/news/local_news/new_jersey/100216-Newark-
Flight-Evacuated 

21. February 16, Lansing State Journal – (Michigan) ‘Suspected panic attack’ cited in 
incident at Lansing airport. A man who was removed from an airplane Sunday at 
Capital Region International Airport after passengers restrained him before takeoff will 
not face charges. The man, whose identity was not released, was questioned by law 
enforcement officials and released, said a spokeswoman for the FBI in Detroit. Airline 
officials said the man might have had a panic attack. The incident occurred between 
6:15 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. when Delta Connection Flight 3679 was moving down the 
runway for a departure to Detroit, said a spokesman for Pinnacle Airlines. The man 
tried to use the passenger door located near the cockpit of the plane but was retrained 
by other passengers, the spokesman said. “There were no threats made by the 
passenger,” he said. “He simply wanted to get off.” 
Source: http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20100216/NEWS01/2160320 

http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9156658/Criminal_hacker_Iceman_gets_13_years
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9156658/Criminal_hacker_Iceman_gets_13_years
http://www.myfoxny.com/dpp/news/local_news/new_jersey/100216-Newark-Flight-Evacuated
http://www.myfoxny.com/dpp/news/local_news/new_jersey/100216-Newark-Flight-Evacuated
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20100216/NEWS01/2160320
http://www.grandforksherald.com/event/article/id/151138/group/home/
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22. February 16, South Florida Sun-Sentinel – (Florida) Bird strikes plane, forces 
landing at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport. A Spirit Airlines 
plane made an unscheduled return to Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport 
on Monday after a bird struck the jet’s nose after takeoff, the Federal Aviation 
Administration said. No one was hurt, officials said. About two-thirds of the passengers 
from Flight 758 were placed on a smaller jet that left the Fort Lauderdale airport for 
New York’s LaGuardia Airport. The rest of the passengers were placed on other flights 
to New York, a spokeswoman said. An inspection found no damage to the plane, an 
Airbus A321. The flight had originally departed at about 11 a.m. from Fort Lauderdale 
and was in the air when the bird hit the plane’s radome, a weatherproof enclosure at the 
nose of the aircraft, said an FAA spokeswoman. After the bird strike, the plane 
appeared intact. Still, the pilot returned to Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport as a precaution. 
Source: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-bird-strike-
plane-20100215,0,5861429.story 

23. February 16, Cleveland Plain-Dealer – (Ohio) Interstate 71 still snarled from 50-
plus vehicle pile-up Monday. The State Highway Patrol hopes to keep one lane of 
Interstate 71 open this morning between Ohio 61 and U.S. 36 as work crews continue 
to remove vehicles damaged in a massive pileup Monday afternoon. More than 50 
vehicles, including many tractor trailers, were involved in the afternoon crash on the 
snow-covered highway. Only minor injuries were reported. The interstate southbound 
was closed for seven hours after the crash.  
Source: http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/02/interstate_71_still_snarled_fr.html 

24. February 13, Associated Press – (Pennsylvania) Philly-Trenton Amtrak service 
halted after fire. Amtrak says service between Philadelphia and Trenton, New Jersey 
has resumed on two of four tracks while crews continue to investigate a fire that 
damaged an overhead wire. Amtrak suspended service on the four tracks that serve the 
two cities after a New Jersey Transit locomotive engine caught fire Saturday. An 
Amtrak spokeswoman says service on two of the tracks resumed a few hours later. A 
New Jersey Transit spokeswoman says all 62 passengers were “safely evacuated”, 
although one was taken to a hospital for possible smoke inhalation. The train was going 
from Atlantic City to New York City, when the engine caught fire at Morrisville, 
Pennsylvania. The cause is under investigation. 
Source: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/AP/story/1479119.html 

25. February 12, KPCC 89.3 Pasadena – (California) Employee sets off radiation 
detectors at Bob Hope Airport. Radiation detected at Bob Hope Airport in Burbank 
on Friday was traced to an airport employee who recently underwent a medical 
procedure, airport officials said. A radiation security device detected radiation around 
12:50 p.m. A Southwest Airlines passenger gate was closed for about an hour as police, 
firefighters, a hazardous materials team, and sheriff’s personnel all converged on the 
airport. The all-clear was given about an hour later, and airport officials said no one 
was ever in danger. Airport officials later told ABC7 that an employee who had 
recently undergone a medical procedure involving nuclear medicine, such as a radiation 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-bird-strike-plane-20100215,0,5861429.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-bird-strike-plane-20100215,0,5861429.story
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/02/interstate_71_still_snarled_fr.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/AP/story/1479119.html
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treatment for cancer, set off the alarm. A spokesperson for the Airport Police told the 
TV station the employee was “inside the fence’’ on the airfield when the alert went off. 
Even though it was a false alarm, an airport official told the TV station that travelers 
should feel good that the equipment works, is extremely sensitive, and can detect 
radiation at a great distance. 
Source: http://www.scpr.org/news/2010/02/12/employee-sets-radiation-detectors-bob-
hope-airport/ 

For more stories, see items 3, 5, 7, 9, and 31  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

26. February 15, San Mateo County Times – (California) Suspicious suitcase at South 
San Francisco post office deemed harmless. Police say a suspicious suitcase left 
outside a post office in San Francisco turned out to be harmless, and they are still 
looking for a person seen “manipulating” it. The “suspicious person” was seen with the 
black suitcase on a sidewalk near the 322 Linden Ave. Post Office at 1 p.m. on Friday, 
South San Francisco police said. The person left the case and entered a waiting black 
Cadillac Escalade stopped at Miller Avenue. The vehicle was last seen heading west 
toward Linden Avenue. Suspecting the case may contain explosives, police cordoned 
off the area and called the San Mateo Bomb Squad and the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service. The bomb squad deemed the case safe and empty.  
Source: http://www.insidebayarea.com/sanmateocountytimes/localnews/ci_14406231 

27. February 15, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review – (Pennsylvania) Pipe bomb used to blow up 
mailbox in Upper Burrell. Pennsylvania State police at Kiski are investigating an 
incident during the weekend in which a pipe bomb was used to blow up a mailbox in 
Upper Burrell. A 71-year-old man told police he heard a loud noise outside his home at 
9:30 p.m. Friday. He believed it was snow sliding off the roof, but when he checked 
Saturday morning, he discovered a homemade steel pipe bomb had been placed in his 
mailbox and ignited. Police said the explosion destroyed the mailbox, which was made 
of brick and block. Damage was set at $350.  
Source: http://pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_667202.html 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

28. February 16, Food Safety News – (Michigan) Michigan Food Safety Center to 
receive $8m. The President’s 2011 federal budget was amended to include an $8 
million request to fund the International Food Protection Training Institute (IFPTI), a 
Michigan Democratic Congressman announced Monday. The request is significantly 
greater than the $1 million approved in the 2010 federal budget, and will allow IFPTI 
to greatly expand its current training initiatives. In partnership with the Association of 

http://www.insidebayarea.com/sanmateocountytimes/localnews/ci_14406231
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_667202.html
http://www.scpr.org/news/2010/02/12/employee-sets-radiation-detectors-bob-hope-airport/
http://www.scpr.org/news/2010/02/12/employee-sets-radiation-detectors-bob-hope-airport/
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Food & Drug Officials, and in collaboration with the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), IFPTI has trained approximately 300 food protection 
professionals from more than 30 states. With its 2010 budget resources, IFPTI expects 
to train an additional 1,000 state and local food protection professionals in 2010 and 
with the additional funding, the Institute would have the capacity to train up to 2,000 to 
3,000 food safety officials in 2011. “We are extremely encouraged by the President’s 
recognition of the need to invest in an integrated national food safety system,” said 
President & COO of the IFPTI. “Training programs like those delivered at IFPTI are 
essential to ensuring that state and local food protection agencies have the capacity and 
competencies they need to fulfill their vital role in protecting the nation’s food supply.” 
IFPTI is located in Battle Creek, Michigan and opened in 2009. The institute is a 
509(c)3 non-profit organization that provides certified food protection training 
programs that meet established U.S. federal food safety standards to state, local, tribal, 
and territorial food protection professionals. 
Source: http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/02/michigan-food-safety-center-to-
receive-8m/ 

29. February 16, Press Trust of India – (International) US, UK and Oz issue travel 
advisories after Pune blast. The United States, United Kingdom, and Australia have 
issued travel advisories to their citizens in view of the bomb blast at a famous eatery 
frequented by foreigners in Pune, India, asking them to maintain a “heightened 
situational awareness and a low profile”. “American citizens are advised to be alert to 
the continued possibility of terrorist attacks in India. The February 13 terrorist bombing 
in a bakery frequented by Westerners in Pune, Maharashtra, serves as a reminder that 
terrorists and their sympathizers are capable of attacking targets where U.S. citizens or 
Westerners are known to congregate or visit,” the U.S. travel alert said. In its travel 
alert, updated after the blast, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) of the U.K. 
government said, “on 13 February a bomb exploded in a bakery/coffee shop in Pune 
killing nine and injuring up to 53 people. Foreigners were among the casualties.” 
Source: http://www.ptinews.com/news/518210_US--UK-and-Oz-issue-travel-
advisories-after-Pune-blast 

30. February 15, WHPT 21 Harrisburg – (Pennsylvania) Update: Massive fire destroys 
plant. Firefighters from out of state were needed to battle a massive fire Friday 
morning at the Letterkenny Army Depot in Greene Township, Pennsylvania. More than 
150 firefighters from Maryland to Carlisle were needed. The massive fire was 
discovered just after midnight at the Cargill Feed Depot. When firefighters arrived, one 
section of the building was already engulfed. The strong winds quickly moved the 
flames throughout the entire structure and carried huge embers to neighboring 
buildings. A captain with the Pleasant Hall fire company said, “We had to actually go 
put out embers on roofs of two buildings down from this building so it wasn’t just one 
large building, so we actually had 3 buildings.” The wind was not the only 
complication for firefighters. The captain said, “All the roads around here froze and we 
had to have Green Township come out and put cinders and salt to keep the firefighters 
from slippin’ and fallin’.” One firefighter received a minor eye injury. He was treated 
on the scene. The plant stored and bagged animal feed, mainly for dairy cattle. A local 

http://www.ptinews.com/news/518210_US--UK-and-Oz-issue-travel-advisories-after-Pune-blast
http://www.ptinews.com/news/518210_US--UK-and-Oz-issue-travel-advisories-after-Pune-blast
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/02/michigan-food-safety-center-to-receive-8m/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/02/michigan-food-safety-center-to-receive-8m/
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farmer tells CBS 21 some farms may already be struggling with supplies because of the 
back to back snow storms. Fire investigators believe it will take several days to maybe 
even a week to determine the cause of the fire. 
Source: http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/Update-Massive-Fire-Destroys-
Plant/MdiZmFDi_EyK2YdebW-9sQ.cspx 

For another story, see item 36  
 
[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

31. February 16, Omaha World Herald – (Nebraska) EPA to look for contaminants. The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has ordered a new investigation of 
contamination at the former Cornhusker Army Ammunition Plant west of Grand Island, 
including the possible dumping of waste from Hurricane Katrina. The investigation was 
prompted by reports of severe health problems suffered by two former workers of DTE 
Rail Services and reports of the unloading of a hurricane waste train in the summer 
2006 at the DTE site. DTE Rail Services offers railcar repairs and storage. “The issue 
with the potential of exposure at DTE Rail Services got this on the radar,” said the 
remediation project manager at the protection agency’s Kansas City, Mo., office. RDX, 
a compound used in manufacturing explosives, was discovered in groundwater under 
the plant in the 1980s and was tracked in a groundwater plume that crossed northwest 
Grand Island and still exists. He said there was a “pretty fair effort in evaluating the 
site,” but something could have been missed. Although the DTE site is south of the 
mapped RDX contamination plume, he wants further research to see if some other 
element was overlooked or if RDX-contaminated water could be entering DTE’s work 
site. 
Source: http://www.omaha.com/article/20100216/NEWS01/702169891 

32. February 13, Columbus Dispatch – (Ohio) Water-plant break-in 
undetected. Although they insist that central Ohio’s water supply is secure, Columbus 
Public Utilities officials acknowledged on February 12 that a recent break-in at a North 
Side treatment plant went undetected for as long as two weeks. Whoever cut holes in 
two fences at the Hap Cremean Water Plant stole 200 feet of copper wire from an 
electricity substation, a Power and Water Division spokeswoman said. She said the 
substation is separated from the area where 67 million gallons of water is treated daily 
for residents of northern Franklin County and the Ohio State University campus. A 
Columbus police report indicates the break-in occurred sometime between 6 p.m. 
January 14 and 1 p.m. January 30. The plant’s security cameras were working during 
the break-in but failed to detect someone cutting holes in two fences, removing wire 
from electricity transformers and carrying it off the plant grounds. She said there’s no 
indication that drinking-water safety was in jeopardy. Columbus Police said the case is 
under investigation.  
Source: 

http://www.omaha.com/article/20100216/NEWS01/702169891
http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/Update-Massive-Fire-Destroys-Plant/MdiZmFDi_EyK2YdebW-9sQ.cspx
http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/Update-Massive-Fire-Destroys-Plant/MdiZmFDi_EyK2YdebW-9sQ.cspx
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http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/02/13/water_plant_brea
kin.ART_ART_02-13-10_B1_RLGJ2VM.html?sid=101 

33. February 12, WWMT 3 Grand Rapids – (Michigan) Sewage spill blamed on 
vandalism. 100 gallons of raw sewage spilled into a field in Kalamazoo, Michigan, on 
Friday, and Newschannel 3 has learned that it was a case of vandalism. After the 
Department of Public Services fixed the mess, they contacted Newschannel 3 with new 
information. They say someone threw tree branches into a manhole in a field off 
Arboretum Parkway. Those branches plugged up the sewer, causing the sewage to 
overflow. The spill was contained to a field, and no homes or surface water was 
affected. Once crews cleared the branches, everything was back to normal. 
Source: http://www.wwmt.com/articles/margin-1372564-bottom-sewage.html 

For more stories, see items 39 and 42  
 
[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

34. February 15, Houston Business Journal – (Texas) UTMB cleaning up privacy 
breach. About 1,200 patients of The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 
had their privacy violated by an employee of a company hired by UTMB to assist with 
billing from third-party payers. Alpharetta, Georgia-based MedAssets Inc. employed 
the individual who accessed the information between July and October of 2009. On 
December 15, law enforcement officials notified MedAssets that a former employee 
had been arrested and charged with identity theft. The employee is alleged to have used 
a stolen identity to misrepresent herself and gain employment at MedAssets, and is also 
alleged to have been involved in other unrelated instances of identity theft. None of the 
charges to date are related to information she obtained during her employment with 
MedAssets. MedAssets is offering to pay for identity theft protection for the affected 
patients.  
Source: http://houston.bizjournals.com/houston/stories/2010/02/15/daily2.html 

35. February 15, CNET News – (International) U.S. cyclist accused of computer 
hacking. A French judge has issued a national arrest warrant for a U.S. cyclist on 
hacking charges. The warrant was issued January 28 after French anti-doping 
authorities accused the U.S. cyclist of hacking into one of their laboratory computers, 
the president of France’s anti-doping agency, the Agence Francaise de Lutte contre le 
Dopage, told Reuters on Monday. The French Judge of the Tribunal de Grande Instance 
of Nanterre seeks to question the U.S. cyclist in connection with a hacking that 
occurred in September 2006 at the Chatenay-Malabry laboratory, the president said. 
The hackers sought to discredit test results by stealing data from the lab, which 
conducted the U.S. cyclist’s tests, he said. 
Source: http://news.cnet.com/8301-1009_3-10453466-83.html 

http://www.wwmt.com/articles/margin-1372564-bottom-sewage.html
http://houston.bizjournals.com/houston/stories/2010/02/15/daily2.html
http://news.cnet.com/8301-1009_3-10453466-83.html
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/02/13/water_plant_breakin.ART_ART_02-13-10_B1_RLGJ2VM.html?sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/02/13/water_plant_breakin.ART_ART_02-13-10_B1_RLGJ2VM.html?sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/02/13/water_plant_breakin.ART_ART_02-13-10_B1_RLGJ2VM.html?sid=101
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36. February 12, San Diego Union-Tribune – (California) Hospital lockdown ends 
peacefully. A lockdown at two San Diego hospitals was lifted on the evening of 
February 12 after police questioned a man who had made a bomb threat, authorities 
said. People were prohibited from entering or leaving Sharp Memorial Hospital and 
neighboring Mary Birch Hospital for Women while officers investigated the threats, 
police said. A man in the Sharp Memorial cafeteria threatened to kill people about 5:20 
p.m., and guests from the cafeteria were evacuated. An individual believed to have 
made the threats was questioned by police, but was later released, a San Diego police 
officer said. Officers searched the premises but made no discoveries, he said, and 
hospital business was allowed to resume Friday night as normal. 
Source: http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/feb/12/sharp-hospitals-lockdown-
after-threat/?imw=Y 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

37. February 16, Seattle Post Intelligencer – (Washington) Bomb threat lands Hazen 
senior in jail on his 18th birthday. A Hazen High School senior is spending part of 
his 18th birthday today in the Renton City, Washington, Jail after he phoned in a bomb 
threat to the school this morning. The senior called Hazen from a nearby mini-mart at 
about 10:45 a.m. to say there was a bomb at the school and they had one hour to 
evacuate the school, said the Renton School District spokesman. Police were called and 
students were ordered outside, congregating into three large groups on the school 
fields. Police swept the school for a bomb, but none was found. The bomb scare was a 
hoax. Students returned inside at about noon. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/sound/415380_sound84274087.html 

38. February 16, Associated Press – (Alabama) Survivor: Ala. prof in slayings shot 
methodically. A survivor of a university shooting rampage said the professor charged 
in the fatal attack methodically shot her victims in the head until the gun apparently 
jammed and she was pushed out of the room. The professor told the Associated Press 
on Tuesday he was one of 12 people at the biology department meeting Friday at the 
University of Alabama-Huntsville. He described the details in an e-mail to a colleague 
at the University of California-Irvine. He said the meeting had been going on for about 
half an hour when the shooter “got up suddenly, took out a gun and started shooting at 
each one of us. She started with the one closest to her and went down the row shooting 
her targets in the head.” The woman, a Harvard-educated neurobiologist, was arrested 
and charged with one count of capital murder and three counts of attempted murder. 
Three were killed and two wounded. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hf_Cw1b1x1DmRrdG4hiu4P55
yZTgD9DTBONG0 

39. February 16, Seattle-Tacoma News Tribune – (Washington) Study: Imported waste 
would further harm Hanford ground water. A new draft study shows importing 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/feb/12/sharp-hospitals-lockdown-after-threat/?imw=Y
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/feb/12/sharp-hospitals-lockdown-after-threat/?imw=Y
http://www.seattlepi.com/sound/415380_sound84274087.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hf_Cw1b1x1DmRrdG4hiu4P55yZTgD9DTBONG0
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radioactive waste for disposal at Hanford would significantly increase pollution in 
ground water beneath the nuclear reservation, according to the Washington State 
Department of Ecology. The state long has opposed the Department of Energy (DOE) 
sending radioactive waste to Hanford for disposal. But the draft Hanford Tank Closure 
and Waste Management Environmental Impact Statement that is open for public 
comment puts some numbers to that assertion. “We’re cleaning up Hanford of some of 
the constituents we care most about and then recontaminating it with off-site waste to 
above the acceptable level from a cancer risk standpoint or a safe drinking water 
standpoint,” said a tank waste treatment section manager for the Department of 
Ecology. Under some scenarios that appear likely, the amount of certain long-lived 
radioactive isotopes that would be imported and buried at Hanford would account for as 
much as 90 percent of the releases of that isotope to the environment, according to the 
state. Some of the worst contamination could occur 1,000 or more years from now. The 
draft study prepared by DOE looks at sending 107,000 cubic yards of radioactive 
waste, some mixed with hazardous chemicals, to Hanford for disposal. However, DOE 
officials agreed as part of a settlement agreement of a state lawsuit not to import that 
waste until the Hanford vitrification plant is fully operational to treat the waste. That is 
scheduled for 2022. But importing waste could then again become an option. In the 
summary of the 6,000-page draft study, DOE writes that “receipt of off-site waste 
streams that contain specific amounts of certain isotopes, specifically iodine 129 and 
technetium 99, could have an adverse impact on the environment.” It suggests two 
alternatives: Robust treatment of the waste such as turning it into glass before burying 
it at Hanford, or limiting or restricting disposal of waste with those isotopes. 
Source: http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/northwest/story/1072143.html 

40. February 15, Winston-Salem Journal Reporter – (North Carolina) Man arrested after 
threatening to blow up the Wilkes County Courthouse. Wilkesboro, North Carolina, 
police arrested a North Wilkesboro man yesterday on charges related to threatening to 
blow up the Wilkes County Courthouse and the people working inside including a 
retired judge. The man was charged with felony communicating threats against a judge, 
felony possession of weapons of mass destruction and misdemeanor communicating 
threats. He was being led through the courthouse last Thursday while in custody on a 
probation violation and he repeatedly made the threats, said he had been planning to do 
it for 10 years and had the means to do it, a probation officer told police. The Wilkes 
County Sheriff’s Office bomb squad searched his home and found blasting caps, which 
are illegal to possess without a permit. 
Source: http://www2.journalnow.com/content/2010/feb/15/man-arrested-after-
threatening-blow-wilkes-county-/ 

41. February 15, WOAI 4 San Antonio – (Texas) Student arrested for plotting attack 
against high school. A San Antonio teenager is arrested after plotting an attack at his 
high school. San Antonio police arrested the 16 year old after he bragged on an online 
gaming system about his plan to shoot students at Marshall High School. The Marshall 
High School student was playing XBOX 360 Live, a gaming system that allows players 
to talk live with other players from across the world. San Antonio police say the teen 
was telling a stranger in Canada details about how he planned to shoot a pregnant girl 

http://www2.journalnow.com/content/2010/feb/15/man-arrested-after-threatening-blow-wilkes-county-/
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at school and shoot his best friend in the face. Police say a Canadian man who was 
playing the game with the Marshall High School student became so alarmed by what 
the teenager was saying that he contacted Canadian authorities and reported it to them.  
Source: http://www.woai.com/mostpopular/story/Student-arrested-for-plotting-attack-
against-high/I6d_yPrPjUenlu5DnyGrGg.cspx 

42. February 15, KMOX 1120 St. Louis – (Missouri) City leaders ask Feds to clean up 
nuclear waste site. A landfill in St. Louis County containing Cold-War, era nuclear 
waste has city leaders worried. The St. Louis Board of Aldermen took a field trip out to 
the site in Bridgeton Monday morning, where they learned of the health issues that 
could potentially affect St. Louis City. The chairman of the health committee said, 
“Even though its further out in the county our drinking water supply is not far from 
that, maybe fifteen miles.” Besides the general proximity to the city, a professor with 
the Washington University Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences said St. Louis 
County’s geographic structure is all wrong to store hazardous materials, “We over 
estimate the integrity of our flood protection structures.” He warned the group of a 
major flood that could swamp the nuke site and spread the nuclear waste for miles. He 
helped pass a resolution urging the EPA to reconsider its 2008 decision to leave the 
nuclear waste where it is. “We’re asking the federal government to come and just clean 
it out,” he said. The Coalition for the Environment, which paid for the bus tour, is 
hoping the new Administration running the EPA under the President will take a fresh 
look at the question of having a nuclear dump site in St. Louis County. 
Source: http://www.kmox.com/City-leaders-ask-Feds-to-clean-up-nuclear-waste-
si/6365284 

43. February 12, KOAT 7 Albuquerque – (New Mexico) Bomb scare over at Santa Fe 
Federal Courthouse. Action 7 News has learned that the bomb scare at the federal 
courthouse in Santa Fe is over. State police said security at the courthouse reported a 
suspicious package in a car in the court’s parking lot Friday morning. Santa Fe police 
were called out and roped off the area while the state police bomb squad destroyed the 
package. Investigators said the package contained a battery and campaign literature. 
They also said it was addressed to a Democratic U.S. Senator from New Mexico. 
Officials told Action 7 News that the courthouse will be opening soon. Police said no 
arrests have been made in connection with the incident. 
Source: http://www.koat.com/news/22542635/detail.html 

For another story, see item 47  
 
[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

44. February 16, Associated Press – (California) Pipe bomb found in SC, fire station 
evacuated. It took two hours for a Santa Cruz, California, bomb squad to detonate a 
pipe bomb that was brought to a Central Fire station on Monday. The device was 
discovered at about 10 a.m. along the beach near Central Fire Station No. 1 on 17th 
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Avenue and was detonated at about 1 p.m. The people who discovered the explosive 
immediately took it to the fire department after finding it. When firefighters saw the 
device they immediately contacted the sheriff’s department and evacuated the building. 
A portion of 17th Avenue was also blocked off to traffic and some nearby homes and 
businesses were also evacuated. 
Source: http://www.ksbw.com/news/22571244/detail.html 

45. February 16, Galveston Daily News – (Texas) Oranges prompt police department 
evacuation. Dickinson, Texas, police were searching Monday for the man who 
dropped off a suspicious package — which turned out to have contained oranges — 
that led to the evacuation of the department’s headquarters, authorities said. Shortly 
before 11 a.m. a man was standing inside the Dickinson Police Department when he 
saw another man enter the lobby and leave a cardboard box wrapped in duct tape with 
writing on it, the police said.  Officials evacuated the building and summoned an FBI 
bomb squad to investigate. About noon, the box ultimately was found to contain 
oranges, and no one at the station had ordered fruit. Police were working to identify the 
man and the truck that he left in. 
Source: http://galvestondailynews.com/story.lasso?ewcd=567a66eefba5ef65 

46. February 16, WPVI 6 Philadelphia – (New Jersey) Man burglarizes Trenton police 
station. Trenton, New Jersey, police say a man sneaked into police headquarters and 
stole a police radio, a computer monitor and a sergeant’s attache case. The man was 
arrested Sunday after authorities said he tried to sell the radio to customers at a Taco 
Bell drive-through. Police say a video shows the man attempting to get into the police 
station, but being turned away. Later, authorities say the 41-year-old walked into an 
office when no one was manning the security station in the lobby. They say the man 
spoke on the police radio, which helped police realize the device was missing. 
Source: http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/bizarre&id=7279645 

47. February 16, Torrance Daily Breeze – (California) Man carries pipe bomb to 
sheriff’s station. An investigation was under way today following the discovery of a 
pipe bomb, which was later detonated safely, on the campus of Pierce College in 
Woodland Hills. A man found the device by a pond on the campus around 2:25 p.m. 
Monday and turned it in at the Pierce College sheriff’s Station, a Los Angeles County 
sheriff’s sergeant said. The man apparently did not know the device he was handling 
was a live bomb. An area of the campus of the two-year community college was 
evacuated, the sergeant said, adding that no students or faculty members were on 
campus Monday because it was closed for the Presidents Day holiday. Four deputies in 
flak vests took charge of the explosive and blew it up around 5 p.m. behind the sheriff’s 
station building, a video crew at the scene reported. 
Source: http://www.dailybreeze.com/latestnews/ci_14409920 

48. February 12, WTMJ 4 Milwaukee – (Wisconsin) Police investigating Asian gangs in 
Milwaukee. A search warrant filed on Friday said Milwaukee’s Asian gangs 
committed 140 violent crimes against each other just in the last few years. It has gotten 
so bad that federal investigators are now involved. The search warrant gives a good 
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idea of what police think a gang called the Menace of Destruction, whose members are 
young Hmong-American men, is doing throughout the city of Milwaukee. Menace of 
Destruction members are also at war with the Milwaukee Police Department. The 
search warrant claims gang members threatened to kill two members of the Milwaukee 
Police Department’s gang unit, even spray painting the officers’ names on the walls 
inside the gang member’s homes. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, 
which is now the lead agency on the case, said the gangs are not just infiltrating 
Milwaukee’s streets. The ATF said their investigation spans several states. 
Source: http://www.todaystmj4.com/news/local/84283642.html 

49. February 12, South Hill Enterprise – (Virginia) Boydton concerned over FEMA 
flood data. The Boydton, Virginia, Town Council unanimously approved a letter 
stating the town’s position that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
has incorrectly identified part of the town as possibly being in part of the hundred-year 
flood zone. The Boydton mayor said as a result of the FEMA classification several 
town residents may have to pay extra flood insurance on their homes at an exorbitant 
rate. But the mayor said the area identified by FEMA is not actually in flood zone, 
pointing out a number of inconsistencies in the FEMA determination. “There is a 
discrepancy between the flood plain level described by the Corps of Engineers, which 
is 321 feet, and the FEMA folks who are using a number of 329 feet. Somehow or 
another they got the elevation numbers screwed up at FEMA.” He also believes that 
FEMA is attributing the area to the wrong flood plain as the creeks in question do not 
empty into the Kerr lake. “They both empty into the Roanoke River south of the dam,” 
he said. “The flood zone associated with it should be the Lake Gaston Flood Plain.” 
The letter points to a third discrepancy, in that the FEMA map identifies the area as 
having no base flooding elevations determined. 
Source: http://www.vancnews.com/articles/2010/02/12/south_hill/news/news41.txt 
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Information Technology Sector 

50. February 15, The Register – (International) Rootkit blamed for Blue Screen patch 
update snafu. The presence of a hard-to-detect rootkit may have caused Windows XP 
machines to freeze up after applying a patch from Microsoft last week, according to 
preliminary analysis of the problem from Microsoft’s security team. Microsoft’s users 
forums filled up with reports of Windows XP users experiencing the dreaded Blue 
Screen of Death (BSOD) after applying the 13 patches released by Redmond last week. 
The problem was later linked to one specific update — MS10-015 — a patch for an 
“important” kernel flaw — and it was discovered that uninstalling this package unfroze 
affected machines. The Blue Screen problem affected a minority of machines but was 
far from isolated, with many reported cases. Subsequent security sleuthing by a system 
administrator revealed that Windows XP machines that failed after applying the update 
may have been infected with the TDSS rootkit. Microsoft’s security team has since 
confirmed that the malware may explain the Blue Screen issue in many cases, without 
ruling out other possibilities. 
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Source: 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/02/15/rootkit_blue_screen_culprit_probably/ 

51. February 12, IDG News Service – (International) Rogue antivirus program comes 
with tech support. In an effort to boost sales, sellers of a fake antivirus product known 
as Live PC Care are offering their victims live technical support. According to 
researchers at Symantec, once users have installed the program, they see a screen, 
falsely informing them that their PC is infected with several types of malware. That is 
typical of this type of program. What’s unusual, however, is the fact that the free trial 
version of Live PC Care includes a big yellow “online support” button. Clicking on the 
button connects the victim with an agent, who will answer questions about the product 
via instant message. Symantec says the agent is no automated script, but in fact a live 
person. This lends an “air of legitimacy” to the program, said a manager of 
development with Symantec Security Response. The tech support does not help much, 
though. According to Symantec, the support staff simply try to convince victims to 
shell out between US$30 and $100 for the product. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9156638/Rogue_antivirus_program_comes_w
ith_tech_support 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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Communications Sector 

52. February 15, Scranton Times-Tribune – (Pennsylvania) WVIA-TV signal restored 
after blaze, radio signal follows. Public broadcast programming has been restored to 
most households in Northeast Pennsylvania following a devastating blaze that 
destroyed the transmission facility of WVIA-TV on February 12. Programing for 
WVIA is on cable systems and DirecTV, and by the end of the day on February 14, the 
broadcast signal was transmitting on Channel 49, which had been WNEP-TV’s high-
definition channel. WNEP officials agreed to allow WVIA to use their channel for its 
programs. The WVIA president said on February 14 he was grateful to both WNEP and 
the Federal Communications Commission, which cleared the move in order to restore 
the signal. The fire occurred on February 12 as electrical contractors were working in 
the building on Penobscot Mountain in Hanover Twp. An electrical arc ignited ceiling 
tiles, the president said. Extinguishing the fire was made difficult by the remoteness, 
served by a one-lane dirt road. Four WVIA employees in the building were unharmed. 
Source: http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/wvia-tv-signal-restored-after-blaze-radio-
signal-follows-1.618914 
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Commercial Facilities Sector 

53. February 17, The Australian – (International) Terrorist group issues blunt warning 
to Australian sports stars. The hockey World Cup is scheduled to begin in India on 
February 28 and the Indian Premier League starts on March 12. Sporting organizations 
contacted by The Australian last night said they would rely on security reports before 
traveling to India, while some athletes privately expressed concerns about the latest 
developments. A group called the 313 Brigade, which is reportedly an operational arm 
of al-Qa’ida (AQ) and has been linked to a number of incidents including the attacks on 
Mumbai last year and bombings in Islamabad, is behind the latest threats. “We warn 
the international community not to send their people to the 2010 Hockey World Cup, 
the Indian Premier League and Commonwealth Games,” said a member of AQ. The 
head of India’s Institute for Conflict Management think tank said he expected Indian 
intelligence forces would trace back the threat to check its authenticity. “I expect we 
will see many more of these threats because it makes good propaganda sense to do so at 
this juncture,” he said. “People will be enormously disturbed by these threats and their 
attention will be directed to issues (such as the Kashmir dispute) that these groups want 
attention for.” A security spokesman for the hockey World Cup said yesterday 
Australian and Pakistan teams would receive the highest security levels of all visitors 
and that armed police would travel on the athletes’ buses. “We are taking the World 
Cup as a dry run for the Commonwealth Games,” a Delhi Police spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/sport/terrorist-group-issues-blunt-
warning-to-australian-sports-stars/story-e6frg7mf-1225831116238 

54. February 15, Newton Citizen – (Georgia) Bomb scare interrupts Wal-Mart 
shoppers. For the second time in just over three months, the Covington, Georgia, Wal-
Mart store was evacuated due to a bomb threat. Sunday afternoon around 3 p.m., 
shoppers at the store were told to vacate the premises after a phone threat was received 
at the store, according to the Covington Police Department (CPD). Wal-Mart 
management searched the store for any suspicious items and nothing was found. The 
store was reopened by Wal-Mart personnel. “We leave it up to the store on what they 
want to do on something like this and how they want to proceed,” said a CPD 
spokesman. “They walked around with officers and checked to see if everything was 
OK, and it was.” The store was reopened after about an hour. Police said detectives are 
in the process of tracing the phone number to where the call originated, but have no 
other leads at present. 
Source: http://www.rockdalecitizen.com/newtonnews/headlines/84425677.html 

55. February 14, Associated Press – (California) Watchers hurt by rogue waves at CA 
surfing contest. Two huge waves swept away spectators watching a Northern 
California surfing contest Saturday morning, causing broken bones and other injuries to 
people standing on a seawall. Thirteen people were injured, with two immediately 
transported to area hospitals. Eleven others were being treated at the beach for injuries 
including “a couple broken legs and broken hands and so forth,” according to the 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/sport/terrorist-group-issues-blunt-warning-to-australian-sports-stars/story-e6frg7mf-1225831116238
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California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Battalion Chief. He estimated “a 
couple hundred” people were on the seawall when the waves struck. Witnesses said the 
wave knocked out a large scaffold holding speakers broadcasting the Mavericks Surf 
Contest, held in Half Moon Bay, a tiny harbor town 25 miles south of San Francisco 
along Highway 1. Authorities moved bystanders from the sea wall and about 100 yards 
back from the water, but spectators were still able to watch the surf contest, he said. 
“Nobody was swept away into the water. They were just swept onto the beach area 
pretty hard,” he said. “It’s pretty rocky. We’ve cleared the beach area so this does not 
happen again.” 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5j3pJDnHrNexDZVBsqURne0I
8t_7gD9DRF3KG0 

56. February 14, KTVU 2 San Francisco – (California) Chemical cloud hanging over 
Pleasant Hill storage facility. A shelter in place that had been issued early morning on 
February 14 after a chemical cloud was reported near a storage facility in Pleasant Hill 
was lifted just after 7 a.m., according to police. The chemical was released at about 
2:25 a.m. at the Public Storage Facility at 245 Hookston Road. The release apparently 
happened when people were attempting to steal gas from vehicles in the lot. During the 
attempted theft, unknown chemicals were poured from their containers and possibly 
mixed with gasoline, creating a hovering chemical-type cloud, police said. The cloud 
had a chemical odor and there were reports of respiratory irritation. Firefighters and 
hazardous materials teams responded to investigate the cloud and residents in the area 
were advised to shelter in place. An investigation is ongoing. 
Source: http://www.ktvu.com/bartshooting/22562483/detail.html 
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National Monuments and Icons Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
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Dams Sector 

57. February 15, WLBT 3 Richland – (Louisiana; Mississippi) High water on the MS 
River threatens Louisiana levee system. River watchers in Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
are keeping a cautious eye on the Mississippi River. The water level dropped a foot 
Sunday night, but officials in Lake Providence, Louisiana, are concerned about their 
levee system. The river at Vicksburg looks high and is just 2.7 feet below flood stage. 
The highest stage on the Mississippi usually comes in April or may, so there is a long 
time to watch a full river. Small boils, like this one at lake providence, are springing up 
on the Louisiana side. This water is coming under the huge main line levee system and 
if it is not constantly monitored, it can grow into a much larger boil, which would have 
to be surrounded by sandbags. There are about 500 pressure relief wells like this one 

http://www.ktvu.com/bartshooting/22562483/detail.html
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that go down 90 feet to safely channel the water going under the levee to the surface. 
The president of the 5th Louisiana Levee Board has been warned by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to carefully watch the river this year. “For this time of the year it’s 
awfully high. The graph that the corps has drawn has it between the 1927 flood, and the 
1973 flood, now that’s high,” he said. The water going under the main line levee 
system could undermine it and cause it to fail. The levee protects the state of Louisiana 
from a flooding Mississippi River. 
Source: http://www.wlbt.com/Global/story.asp?S=11989305 

58. February 14, Omaha World-Herald – (Nebraska) 6 area dams to get safety 
checks. Six of the 14 Army Corps of Engineer dams near Omaha and Lincoln, 
Nebraska, will be examined for possible flaws as part of a safety project begun in late 
2007. A spokesman for the Corps of Engineers, said 610 dams around the country were 
placed in one of five categories over the past two years, with No. 1 the highest priority 
for action and No. 5 the lowest priority. The Cunningham Lake dam is in the No. 3 
category. So are the five dams along Salt Creek near Lincoln that opened in the 1960s 
— Olive Creek, Wagon Train, Stage Coach, Holmes Lake and Branched Oak. “That 
(No. 3) designation means there is an extremely remote chance of significant water 
release,” he  said. The dam reviews are not connected to work the Corps of Engineers is 
doing to shore up levees along the Platte and Elkhorn Rivers from U.S. Highway 6 to 
Thomas Lakes. That action is being taken to reduce the potential for spring flooding. 
Monitoring the six dams will include updating emergency plans and conducting 
training exercises with emergency management agencies. In some cases, they may also 
include performing repairs. He said Cunningham Lake received a No. 3 rating 
primarily because of concerns about settlement that occurred during and shortly after 
construction that may have damaged the embankment of the dam. The five Salt Creek 
dams were given No. 3 ratings mostly because of potential seepage, particularly along 
outlet conduits. Studies will also be done to determine whether other seepage issues 
exist at any of these dams.  
Source: http://www.omaha.com/article/20100214/NEWS01/702149895 
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