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 According to the Orlando Sentinel, the discovery of an electronic device welded to a drum 
of alcohol prompted Orange County, Florida firefighters to summon the sheriff’s bomb 
squad Monday afternoon to the Brenntag chemical plant. (See item 8) 

 KIRO 7 Seattle reports that workers are repairing continuing damage to the Green River 
flood wall in Auburn, Washington damaged by vandals. Large gashes were found in the 
huge sand bags and the plastic covering them that comprise the multimillion-dollar flood 
wall, which was installed because of the weakened Howard Hanson Dam upstream. (See 
item 71) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. February 1, Associated Press – (International) Nigerian military suspects theft in 
pipeline break. Theft, rather than political motivations, likely led gunmen to rupture a 
Royal Dutch Shell PLC pipeline running through the creeks and swamplands of the 
Niger Delta, a military spokesman said. A lieutenant colonel, who oversees a military 
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operation that patrols the oil-rich region, said information gathered where the pipeline 
broke open led officials to suspect robbery as a motivation. The country’s main militant 
group in the long-troubled Niger Delta also said it had no hand in the pipeline’s failure 
January 30. “It might have been an isolated case of oil theft,” the lieutenant colonel said 
on February 1. He said an investigation into what happened to the pipeline run by 
Shell’s Nigerian subsidiary remains ongoing, and he declined to say whether the 
military has any suspects in mind. Shell, which on January 31 described the pipeline 
rupture as an act of “sabotage,” has said it cut off three flow stations connected to the 
Trans-Ramos pipeline running through Bayelsa State. The pipeline’s eruption came 
immediately after the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta, the main 
militant group, announced that it would abandon a cease-fire agreement it had with the 
government since October 25. MEND issued a statement on February 1 saying it “was 
not directly involved in the attacks.” That violence has cut Nigeria’s oil production by 
about 1 million barrels a day, allowing Angola to surge ahead as Africa’s top oil 
producer. Still, Nigeria remains the No. 3 crude oil supplier to the United States, 
offering the country nearly a million barrels a day in November, according to U.S. 
government statistics. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9DJNES81.htm 

2. February 1, Associated Press – (North Carolina; South Carolina) Duke: More than 
10,000 NC customers without power. Duke Energy says more than 10,000 customers 
are still without electric service in the North Carolina mountains. The company 
reported on its Web site early Monday that nearly 10,300 customers were without 
power following last week’s snow and ice storms. Almost all of the outages were in 
Jackson, Macon, and Swain counties. Progress Energy reported most service has been 
restored to its customers. More than 55,000 customers in North Carolina and South 
Carolina lost service during the snow and ice. 
Source: http://www.reflector.com/state-news/duke-more-10000-nc-customers-without-
power-21681 

3. February 1, Associated Press – (South Dakota) Winter storms cause power, water 
outages on Sioux reservation. Parts of a sprawling South Dakota reservation were 
without water and electricity on Monday after an ice storm and blizzard toppled 
thousands of power lines, caused water pipes to freeze and burst, and forced more than 
a dozen residents on kidney dialysis to seek treatment at another reservation. The fierce 
ice storm hit the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation nearly two weeks ago, coating 
roads and electrical lines, and forcing shops and schools to close. Before residents 
could recover from the ice, a blizzard tore through the Dakotas, bringing a few inches 
of snow and wind gusts between 25 and 50 mph. At the height of the outages, about 
14,000 people in the region were without water — most of them on the impoverished 
reservation in north central South Dakota that includes Dewey and Ziebach counties. 
Water and power outages struck all of the reservation’s 8,000 residents, a tribal 
spokeswoman said. Water outages for many lasted about four days, and power outages 
for some are into their second week. The South Dakota National Guard helped bring in 
generators supplied by the state during the crisis. The tribe distributed fuels such as 
propane, delivered donated bottled water, and send bulk water tanks around the 

http://www.reflector.com/state-news/duke-more-10000-nc-customers-without-power-21681
http://www.reflector.com/state-news/duke-more-10000-nc-customers-without-power-21681
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9DJNES81.htm
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reservation. Electricity had been restored to most of the reservation’s population 
centers, but hundreds of people in rural areas remained without power, a South Dakota 
Rural Electric Association spokeswoman said. The tribal spokeswoman said it could be 
weeks before everyone in outlying areas has power restored. The number of water 
outages had declined Monday, with about 100 people still affected in the town of La 
Plant and some scattered rural areas, said the Tri County Mni Waste Water System 
general manager. Power failures led to equipment malfunctions in the water system’s 
treatment plant, causing flooding a week ago, that took more than a day to clean and 
repair. Many pipes on the reservation also froze and burst, adding to the outage 
problems. 
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2010-02-01-sioux-winter_N.htm 

4. January 30, San Antonio Express-News – (Texas) Man electrocuted in Atascosa 
County copper wire theft. A Jourdanton, Texas, man was killed early Friday after he 
was shocked by 69,000 volts of electricity as officials said he was stealing copper wire 
from an Atascosa County substation. Just before 12:30 a.m., sheriff’s dispatchers and 
the Karnes Electric Cooperative began receiving calls about outages in the eastern half 
of the county, in addition to reports of a fiery flash in the sky and a loud boom, the 
Atascosa County sheriff’s chief deputy said. Investigators believe others also were 
there for at least two hours, stripping the copper wiring that grounds many of the 
electrical devices. They think he was standing atop one of the substation transformers, 
cutting off one of the wires, when the electricity arced toward him.  
Source: http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/83079447.html 

5. February 1, NBC4i.com – (Ohio) London police arrest copper-theft 
suspect. London, Ohio, police have correctly identified a copper-theft suspect after 
officers said the suspect initially gave his brother’s information. Officers were called to 
the Ohio Edison substation at 140 Chrisman Ave., London, on a report of strange 
noises coming from the area early Saturday morning. The person who called 911 said 
he saw a person dressed in black inside the substation’s fenced-in area. Two other 
suspects fled on foot and were not located. A van that contained rolled copper wire was 
located in the area of Chrisman Avenue. The wire was identified by Ohio Edison as 
their property. 
Source: 
http://www2.nbc4i.com/cmh/news/crime/article/arrest_made_during_london_transform
er_copper_heist/31019/ 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

6. February 2, enctoday.com – (North Carolina) Policies reviewed after hazardous 
material spill. Policies and practices for handling explosive cargo at North Carolina’s 
state ports are getting a closer look following last month’s hazardous material spill at 
the Morehead City facility. The January 12 spill of the potentially explosive chemical 
Pentaerythritol Tetranitrate, also referred to as PETN, was cleaned up without injury or 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/83079447.html
http://www2.nbc4i.com/cmh/news/crime/article/arrest_made_during_london_transformer_copper_heist/31019/
http://www2.nbc4i.com/cmh/news/crime/article/arrest_made_during_london_transformer_copper_heist/31019/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2010-02-01-sioux-winter_N.htm
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damage to the environment. And while N.C. State Ports Authority officials believe the 
current policies were effective, they also expect them to be strengthened. The State 
Ports Authority is conducting an internal review and is coordinating with the U.S. 
Coast Guard as it conducts an official investigation. While the PETN was safely 
cleaned up and the undamaged cargo transported by truck to its final destination, the 
event tested the response of agencies involved in the hazardous material incident. The 
State Ports Authority has a memorandum of understanding with the Coast Guard that 
outlines the roles and responsibilities the two agencies have for the safe handling of 
explosive cargo. The 2007 MOU included an examination of policies and procedures at 
that time. According to the presentation to the SPA board, there is a permit application 
process that includes review by trained Coast personnel and pre-operation routines such 
as vessel and gear inspections by Coast Guard. Once shipments arrive at port, cargo 
handling procedures call for working mostly at night with work performed by 
stevedore, with longshoremen watched by the Coast Guard. Explosive cargo is not to 
be stored at the port, with shipments going directly from ship and loaded for transport 
to the next destination. 
Source: http://www.enctoday.com/news/reviewed-72332-jdn-city-spill.html 

7. February 1, Ozark First – (Missouri) Pesticide recycling company accused of 
hazardous waste violations. Greenleaf LLC, a pesticide recycling company in 
Southwest Missouri, is accused of hazardous waste violations. The Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources says the way the company handles harmful chemicals 
puts the environment at risk. It has two locations, one in Neosho and one in Pineville. 
The DNR oversaw the removal and proper disposal of about 73,000 pounds of waste 
from both sites. DNR says it tried to work with the company, but never got adequate 
response. The case has been turned over to the Missouri Attorney General’s Office. 
Source: http://ozarksfirst.com/content/fulltext/?cid=231172 

8. January 1, Orlando Sentinel – (Florida) Bomb squad finds no threat from device at 
chemical plant. The discovery of an electronic device welded to a drum of alcohol 
prompted Orange County firefighters to summon the sheriff’s bomb squad Monday 
afternoon to a chemical plant, county Fire Rescue said. But after an investigation the 
authorities “determined it to be non-hazardous,” said a Fire Rescue spokesman. The 55-
gallon drum of isopropyl alcohol was found about 4:30 p.m. at Brenntag Chemical on 
Central Florida Parkway, he said. The property was later turned back over to the 
chemical plant, he said, but he was not sure what the device was late Monday after the 
joint operation.  
Source: http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-orange-county-
fire-device-20100201,0,7930990.story 

[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

9. February 1, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission – (South Carolina) NRC approves 
major instrumentation and control upgrade for safety-related systems at Oconee 

http://ozarksfirst.com/content/fulltext/?cid=231172
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-orange-county-fire-device-20100201,0,7930990.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-orange-county-fire-device-20100201,0,7930990.story
http://www.enctoday.com/news/reviewed-72332-jdn-city-spill.html
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Nuclear Plant. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has approved a 
license amendment request from Duke Energy Carolinas to install an up-to-date 
computer upgrade of major safety-related systems at the Oconee Nuclear Station, 
located about 30 miles west of Greenville, South Carolina. The amended Oconee 
license gives Duke permission to replace 1970s-era analog, solid-state controls for the 
plant’s Reactor Protection System (RPS) and Engineered Safeguard Protection System 
(ESPS). Duke will install Teleperm XS (TXS) digital computer-based equipment. “Our 
staff reviewed the proposal to ensure the new systems can respond safely and 
appropriately to both normal plant conditions and emergency scenarios,” said the 
director of the Division of Operating Reactor Licensing in the NRC’s Office of Nuclear 
Reactor Regulation. “The new systems will process and react to information from the 
plant’s existing sensors that monitor the reactor core and critical plant parameters.” The 
NRC had previously reviewed the TXS basic platform to ensure it met applicable safety 
regulations, and in May 2000 the staff concluded U.S. nuclear power plants could apply 
to use the system. Duke submitted its Oconee-specific application in January 2008, 
supplementing its supporting information numerous times through December 2009. 
The NRC staff approved the Oconee amendment after confirming the new system’s 
ability to meet both safety requirements and NRC cybersecurity regulations that isolate 
the systems and prevent cyber attacks. 
Source: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2010/10-021.html 

10. February 1, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission – (South Carolina) NRC sends 
special inspection team to Westinghouse nuclear fuel plant near Columbia. The 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has dispatched a Special Inspection Team 
to the Westinghouse commercial nuclear fuel plant near Columbia, South Carolina, to 
review the circumstances associated with a January 24 event involving a spill of about 
200 gallons of wastewater containing ammonia and low levels of uranium. The spill 
was the result of a pump failure and operators shut down the process after a few 
minutes. Plant employees cleaned the area, no workers were exposed to significant 
concentrations and no medical attention was needed. Westinghouse reported the event 
to the NRC on January 25 and the NRC staff decided that a special inspection to review 
the facts surrounding the event, assess the Westinghouse response and evaluate the 
company’s corrective actions was the appropriate course of action. The NRC special 
inspection team, which is expected to begin its work at Westinghouse today, will 
determine the safety implications and adequacy of the corrective actions for the 
equipment design and chemical safety issues which led to the event. The NRC 
inspectors will issue a publicly available report within 30 days of the inspection’s 
completion. 
Source: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2010/10-003.ii.html 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

11. February 1, Business Week – (International) Honda declines after biggest recall in 
seven years. Honda stock declined 2.5 percent after recalling 646,000 City, Fit and 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2010/10-003.ii.html
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2010/10-021.html
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Jazz cars, mostly in North America and the U.K., to fix faulty power window switches. 
The recall may further damage Japanese automakers’ reputation for safety and 
reliability after Toyota last week suspended production and sales of eight models in the 
U.S., following a recall of 2.3 million vehicles over a pedal defect linked to sudden 
acceleration. Two fires caused by short-circuited power window switches have been 
reported in the U.S., a Honda spokeswoman said. Honda started an investigation after a 
fire- related death in September in South Africa, according to a company statement. 
Honda is recalling Fits in the U.S. for the 2007 and 2008 model years and 2002-2008 
models of the European version, known as Jazz. Unlike Toyota, Honda will not need to 
suspend sales and production of affected models, because the ones now being built and 
sold already have an improved power window switch design that prevents short-
circuiting, a spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-02-01/honda-declines-after-biggest-
recall-in-seven-years-update1-.html 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

12. February 2, South Bend Tribune – (National) Report: Army ending purchase of 
Humvees from Mishawaka plant. The Army Times reported on February 1 that the 
Army will buy 2,600 Humvees being built in Mishawaka, Indiana, at the AM General 
plant, but will cease Humvee procurement in 2011. After delivery of the vehicles in 
March, the report says the spending plan for 2011 calls for not one new Humvee. 
Instead, the Army will spend almost a billion dollars to maintain the tens of thousands 
of Humvees already in the Army fleet. This report doesn’t mention Humvee buying 
plans for the other branches of service. 
Source: 
http://www.southbendtribune.com/article/20100202/Biz/100209903&template=247art 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

13. February 2, Associated Press – (Colorado) Colo. banks urged to report suspicious 
people. With a nearly 30 percent jump in bank robberies last year when compared with 
2008, banks in Colorado are being encouraged to report suspicious people entering 
their banks as a way to discourage would-be bank robbers. “It could be something as 
simple as asking people to take off their sunglasses and hats,” said Denver’s district 
attorney on February 1. “Someone greeting people at the door. And guards. Guards 
help.” Last year, the FBI’s Denver field office investigated 202 bank robberies in 
Colorado, up from 150 in 2008. Of those cases, 155 happened in Denver, compared 
with 113 in 2008. The district attorney, and FBI special agent In charge, the Denver 
police chief and other uniformed law enforcement officials with agencies throughout 
the Denver metro area met with bank officials to discuss how to respond to the increase 
in bank robberies. Ironically, a bank robbery was reported at a bank less than a mile 

http://www.southbendtribune.com/article/20100202/Biz/100209903&template=247art
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-02-01/honda-declines-after-biggest-recall-in-seven-years-update1-.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-02-01/honda-declines-after-biggest-recall-in-seven-years-update1-.html
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away from where the meeting was happening. Last year, two bank workers were 
injured, and one person was taken hostage during bank robberies. Two suspected bank 
robbers, a man and woman, were killed in a shootout with police in Arvada on 
November 19. 
Source: http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9DK25501.htm 

14. February 2, Washington Post – (National) White House proposes increase in FDIC 
deposit insurance fund. The U.S. President’s administration wants to increase the size 
of the insurance fund that repays depositors in failed banks, a step that would require 
all banks to pay larger fees to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. The change, which 
would require legislation, is part of a broader effort by the administration to raise taxes 
and fees on banks to discourage risk-taking and to create better shock absorbers for 
future crises. The FDIC fund is designed to gather money in good times and spend it in 
bad times. But the fund drained quickly as banks failed over the past two years, forcing 
the FDIC to increase fees and impose special assessments at the very moment that 
banks could ill afford the additional expense. The insurance fund also ran out of money 
during the last banking crisis, in the late 1980s and early 1990s. The administration’s 
budget proposal, released on February 1, suggests that the FDIC needs a larger 
insurance fund.  
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/01/AR2010020103528.html 

15. February 2, Oregon Statesman Journal – (Oregon) Thermos leads to highway 
closure, evacuations. A suspicious package reported Friday at a bank in Mt. Angel, 
Oregon, led to the three-hour closure of Highway 214 and the evacuation of a city 
block. A police chief said the employee found a suspicious-looking sack holding a 
cylinder-shaped object in the lobby underneath a counter. Bank employees were 
evacuated to the Mt. Angel Fire Station where they were interviewed by police. The 
evacuation caused the closure of several Mt. Angel businesses, including a restaurant, 
deli, bar ,and gas station. The Oregon Department of Transportation closed Highway 
214/Main Street in Mt. Angel, and detours were established. The object in the bag 
turned out to be a food and beverage thermos. 
Source: http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20100202/NEWS/2020348/1001 

16. February 1, The Register – (International) Security bugs reinfect financial giant’s 
website. Five months after Ameriprise Financial fixed a bug that could have helped 
criminals steal user authentication credentials, the financial giant’s website is 
vulnerable again. The flaw looks almost identical to one The Register reported in 
August 2009. It allows attackers to inject malicious code that steals user cookies into 
official Ameriprise webpages. Websites often use such files to authenticate users before 
giving them access to restricted content or services. The vulnerability was discovered 
by the same HolisticInfoSec.org researcher who spent five months trying to get 
Ameriprise to fix the previous bug. He found that it was possible to inject the malicious 
code into a section of the Ameriprise site that investors use to find financial advisers. It 
can be exploited by tricking a user into visiting a booby-trapped web link. An 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/02/01/AR2010020103528.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/02/01/AR2010020103528.html
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20100202/NEWS/2020348/1001
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9DK25501.htm
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Ameriprise spokesman said he was looking in to the report. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/02/01/ameriprise_xss_relapse/ 

17. February 1, KDAF 33 Dallas – (Texas) FBI searching for two takeover-style bank 
robbers. The FBI is looking for two men it says may be responsible for several 
takeover-style bank robberies. The most recent robbery took place on January 28 at a 
Bank of America in Cedar Hill. The perpetrators assaulted a customer, the FBI said. 
Authorities believe the team also struck a Resource One credit union in Cedar Hill on 
January 6 and might have committed two other recent bank robberies. One robber is 
described as black, and the other is described as black or Hispanic. Both are described 
as 16 to 25 years old, between 5 feet, 6 inches and 5 feet, 9 inches tall and between 140 
and 160 pounds. Both were wearing baggy blue jeans, dark, hooded sweatshirts, masks, 
and black, padded coats with faux fur trim. 
Source: http://www.the33tv.com/news/kdaf-fbi-searching-for-two-takeover-
,0,2200988.story 

18. February 1, Orlando Sentinel – (Florida) Lake investigating scam targeting debit 
card customers. Fraud investigators in Lake County are looking into reports that debit 
card users are being targeted by scam artists. Some bank customers reported receiving 
text messages or recorded messages on their phones informing them that their debit 
cards were cancelled or somehow compromised, the Lake County Sheriff’s Office said. 
A message to customers includes part of the cardholder’s account number, lending a bit 
of legitimacy to the claim, the Sheriff’s Office said. Customers at several banks have 
been contacted. The messengers leave a contact number, and of one the numbers being 
left is the main county government number.  
Source: http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-lake-warns-
wachovia-scam-20100201,0,1395789.story 

19. February 1, Examiner – (Texas) Houston banks handing out counterfeit cash, 
leaving consumers in trouble. A surprising number of Houston people are finding out 
the hard way that banks are handing out lots of phony cash. It is getting no news 
coverage, so people have no idea how often Houston banks have been sticking 
consumers with phony money in the past few months. One individual attempted to use 
a $100 bill but was told by the store manager that it was fraudulent. She had received 
the $100 bills from a Bank of America in Atascocita. In all of the cases, Houston 
victims are immediately returning to the banks to say they were given phony money in 
their most recent transactions. The banks always deny any responsibility whatsoever 
and say there is no way for the consumer to prove that the bank gave out worthless 
cash. As with most consumers, she knew the cash came directly from her bank 
transaction. This customer, and other consumers who have reported this in recent 
weeks, suddenly found herself being accused of wrongdoing. The woman, who had just 
cashed a bonus check, tried to do the right thing, but the bank manager said there is 
nothing she could do. The bank manager even accused her of lying and trying to scam 
the bank. The Secret Service website advises consumers on all sorts of warning signs 
that indicate a phony bill, no matter whether it is a $1 or a $100. 

http://www.the33tv.com/news/kdaf-fbi-searching-for-two-takeover-,0,2200988.story
http://www.the33tv.com/news/kdaf-fbi-searching-for-two-takeover-,0,2200988.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-lake-warns-wachovia-scam-20100201,0,1395789.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-lake-warns-wachovia-scam-20100201,0,1395789.story
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/02/01/ameriprise_xss_relapse/
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Source: http://www.examiner.com/x-6928-Houston-Page-One-Examiner~y2010m2d1-
Houston-banks-handing-out-counterfeit-cash-leaving-consumers-in-trouble 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

20. February 2, Washington Post – (District of Columbia; Maryland; Virginia) Metro 
plans terrorism drills on train, bus systems. Scores of Metro Transit Police officers 
with dogs and bomb technicians will swarm one of the system’s busiest stations during 
the morning rush Tuesday in a show of force against a potential terrorist attack, part of 
a broader effort to bolster security in the rail system. About 50 officers, including 
Metro’s anti-terrorism unit, criminal investigators, special response teams and other 
squads, will move into the station about 7:30 to demonstrate heightened vigilance, 
Metro officials said. The transit agency will not release the name of the station until 
early Tuesday and asked the media to refrain from disclosing it until after the exercise 
begins. “There is no immediate or credible threat” to the Metro system, a spokeswoman 
said. “We want to stay a step ahead.” About 200 to 300 police officers and other 
emergency responders from across the region and the FBI will take part in tactical 
exercises February 12, 13 and 24 that will include simulations of the bombing of a 
Metrobus, an explosion in the tunnel between Rosslyn and Foggy Bottom-GWU 
Metrorail stations, and shooters at the Friendship Heights Station. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/01/AR2010020103592.html 

21. February 2, Associated Press – (International) 1 injured in Russian railroad 
bombing. Russian officials say a bomb explosion on railroad tracks in St. Petersburg 
injured one worker and is being considered a terrorist attack. Russian Railways says in 
a statement that the pre-dawn explosion Tuesday hit a small maintenance locomotive 
on the outskirts of the city. The driver suffered a leg injury. The blast caused the 
disruption of commuter rail traffic for several hours. The Interfax news agency cited 
the head of the regional transport investigation service, as saying “We are considering 
this as a terrorist act, that’s the main theory.” In December, 27 people died when a 
bomb blast derailed a high-speed train bound from Moscow to St. Petersburg. 
Source: http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2010/02/02/general-eu-russia-railroad-
bomb_7320818.html 

22. February 2, Associated Press – (New York) Safety reforms lag a year after NY 
plane crash. Key safety reforms haven’t been implemented nearly a year after 50 
people died in the crash of a regional airliner near Buffalo, New York, despite promises 
of swift action from federal regulators and lawmakers. On Tuesday, just 10 days shy of 
the one-year anniversary of the accident, the National Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB) prepared to cite the probable cause of the accident and make safety 
recommendations. The crash is considered one of the most significant accidents in 
recent years, because it revealed a safety gap between major airlines and the regional 
carriers they increasingly use to handle short-haul flights. Concerns were raised during 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/02/01/AR2010020103592.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/02/01/AR2010020103592.html
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2010/02/02/general-eu-russia-railroad-bomb_7320818.html
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2010/02/02/general-eu-russia-railroad-bomb_7320818.html
http://www.examiner.com/x-6928-Houston-Page-One-Examiner~y2010m2d1-Houston-banks-handing-out-counterfeit-cash-leaving-consumers-in-trouble
http://www.examiner.com/x-6928-Houston-Page-One-Examiner~y2010m2d1-Houston-banks-handing-out-counterfeit-cash-leaving-consumers-in-trouble
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an NTSB hearing last May that pilots with low-fare airlines are vulnerable to fatigue, 
long-distance commutes and inadequate training. Since then, the Federal Aviation 
Administration Administrator has persuaded regional carriers and their major airline 
partners to make a series of voluntary safety improvements and increase inspections of 
their pilot training programs. But the FAA is still drafting regulations to address the 
most critical safety issues raised by the accident. Final action is at least months away, 
and perhaps even years. On Capitol Hill, the House passed legislation aimed at forcing 
FAA to strengthen regulations. There’s no disagreement over the need for legislation, 
but action has been slowed in the Senate by unrelated disputes. It remains unclear when 
a bill might be enacted. “Here we are, almost a year later, and fundamentally nothing 
has changed in terms of the conditions that caused that accident,” said a former NTSB 
board member. 
Source: http://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory?id=9723693 

23. February 2, USA TODAY – (National) Planes with maintenance problems have 
flown anyway. During the past six years, millions of passengers have been on at least 
65,000 U.S. airline flights that should not have taken off because planes were not 
properly maintained. The investigation, which included an analysis of government fines 
against airlines for maintenance violations and penalty letters sent to them that were 
obtained through the Freedom of Information Act, reveals that substandard repairs, 
unqualified mechanics and lax oversight by airlines and the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) are not unusual. Airlines contract about 70 percent of their 
maintenance work to repair shops in the USA and abroad, where mistakes can be made 
by untrained and ill-equipped personnel, the Department of Transportation’s inspector 
general says. Airlines also disregard FAA inspectors’ findings to keep planes flying, 
defer necessary repairs beyond permissible time frames, use unapproved parts and 
perform their own sloppy maintenance work, according to FAA documents. Though 
many maintenance problems go undetected, the FAA levied $28.2 million in fines and 
proposed fines against 25 U.S. airlines for maintenance violations that occurred during 
the past six years. In many cases, planes operated for months before the FAA found 
maintenance deficiencies. In some cases, airlines continued to fly planes after the FAA 
found deficiencies in them. The 65,000 flights that took off when they should not have 
represent a fraction of the 63.8 million flights that all U.S. airlines flew during the past 
six years. However, the FAA does not always document how many times planes with 
maintenance problems have flown. The FAA says it “sets an exceptionally high bar” 
for the required level of safety for airlines and says the fines indicate that problems 
were detected and corrected. The airline industry also says its planes are safe and points 
to millions of incident-free flights. 
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/travel/2010-02-02-
1Aairmaintenance02_CV_N.htm 

24. February 2, KOCO 5 Oklahoma City – (Oklahoma) Will Rogers world airport 
evacuated. An unscreened bag is to blame for an evacuation of Will Rogers World 
Airport on Monday, airport officials said. The breach forced the evacuation of the 
airport’s main terminal, TSA security personnel said. Security personnel rescreened 
people as they come back into the airport. The TSA said the breach happened when a 
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passenger walked away with an unscreened bag. TSA personnel retrieved the bag and 
screened it and found nothing. However, personnel said the terminal had to be 
evacuated as a precaution. 
Source: http://www.koco.com/news/22402612/detail.html 

25. February 2, WKTV 2 Utica – (New York) Train to be pulled to Albany following 
engine fire. The engine of a 142-car CSX freight train headed to Albany, New York, 
caught fire when the engine suddenly blew a cylinder. It spewed hot oil which then 
ignited, creating a huge fire. Fortunately, a fire-suppression system on the engine put 
out the fire and no one was hurt. The train was carrying hazardous materials, but 
according to the Frankfort Center Assistant Fire Chief, there was never any danger 
because of the distance between the fire and the cars with hazardous materials. CSX 
sent another train to hook up to this one, in order to pull it to Albany for repairs. 
Source: http://www.wktv.com/news/local/83329287.html 

26. February 1, AOL News – (International) Britain introduces tough new body-scan 
rules at airports. New security rules took effect today at two major British airports 
that require selected passengers to undergo full body scans. If they refuse, they will not 
be allowed to board a flight. The regulations follow increased worldwide concern after 
the attempt to blow up a plane as it approached Detroit on Christmas Day. In a message 
to the U.K. Parliament, Britain’s transport secretary predicted that only a few people 
would be affected, but made it clear that for those who decline to be scanned “they will 
not be permitted to fly.” The new policy also applies to those under 18. The scanners 
were installed at Heathrow airport in London, and at Manchester on Monday. Others 
will be installed at Birmingham, in the English Midlands, later this month. In the U.S. a 
total of 40 whole-body scanners are installed in about 19 airports. Six of them are used 
as the primary screening devices; the others are used only as backup after full-body pat 
downs. A total of at least 450 scanners are planned to be installed this year at airports 
throughout the U.S., according to recent testimony by the Secretary of the Homeland 
Security Department. 
Source: http://www.aolnews.com/world/article/britain-introduces-tough-new-body-
scan-rules-at-airports/19340182 

27. February 1, Seattle Post Intelligencer – (Washington) Suspicious suitcase destroyed 
in Burien. A suitcase left at the Burien Transit Center in Washington looked suspicious 
because it was chained to a bus schedule sign. It was reported by a Metro Transit driver 
around midnight Sunday and a King County bomb squad responded. Officers sent a 
robot to blast apart the suitcase. It held only some clothes. The transit center was closed 
for about three hours but reopened in time for the Monday morning commute. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_wa_burien_bomb_scare.html 

28. February 1, NBC Dallas-Fort Worth – (Pennsylvania) Bomb threat reported aboard 
Southwest flight. A bomb scare phoned in to Southwest Airlines’ Dallas headquarters 
turned out to be unfounded. An unidentified person called Southwest Airlines’ 
corporate office Monday to say there was a device onboard a plane. Southwest officials 
said a specific flight number was never given during the threat call, but that the TSA 
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decided to search Flight 466 bound for Raleigh, N.C., as a precaution. Flight 466 was 
sitting at gate D3 at Philadelphia International Airport on Monday afternoon when the 
call came in, TSA officials said. All 59 passengers and crew were evacuated, and the 
plane was moved away from the terminal, officials said. The Boeing 737 was 
eventually moved to a remote portion of the airport and searched by Philadelphia police 
K-9 units, officials said. About 50 pieces of luggage were also searched. Investigators 
said no device was found. They quickly gave the all-clear to let the plane fly. The flight 
was delayed about an hour. The FBI and TSA are continuing to investigate the incident. 
Source: http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local-beat/Bomb-Threat-Reported-Aboard-
Southwest-Flight-83289607.html 

29. February 1, Associated Press – (National) Heists targeting truckers on rise. Thieves 
are swiping tractor-trailers filled with goods, triggering a spike in cargo theft on the 
nation’s highways. Over five days last month, an 18-wheeler carrying 710 cartons of 
consumer electronics was stolen from a Pennsylvania rest stop, a 53-foot-long rig 
packed with 43,000 pounds of paper was ripped off in Ottawa, Illinois, and a 40-foot-
long truck filled with reclining armchairs went missing in Atlanta. Truckloads 
containing $487 million of goods were stolen in the U.S. in 2009, a 67 percent increase 
over the $290 million worth of products swiped a year earlier. Thieves stole 859 
truckloads in 2009, up from 767 loads in 2008 and 672 in 2007, according to 
FreightWatch International, an Austin, Texas-based supply-chain security firm that 
maintains a database of thefts that several government agencies, including the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, look to for trends. Law-enforcement authorities in Illinois, 
California and Pennsylvania are among several agencies and industry groups also 
reporting a spike. The latest wave of thefts is different from a run of tractor-trailer 
hijackings that occurred in the 1960s, when organized-crime rings forced drivers out at 
gunpoint and took their trucks. According to industry officials and police, the current 
thefts are generally nonviolent and typically happen at rest stops when the driver is 
away from the truck and eating or showering. While organized-crime rings may be 
involved, “we are seeing a lot more amateurs get into this,” said a sergeant of the 
California Highway Patrol. Cargo bandits made off with $29 million of goods in 2009 
in Southern California, up 67 percent from $17.4 million in 2008, according to the 
highway patrol. The thefts can also threaten consumer safety. In February 2009, an 
unattended refrigerated truck loaded with $11 million of insulin made by Danish drug 
concern Novo Nordisk A/S was ripped off in Conover, North Carolina, while the driver 
was in a truck stop. After the theft, the Food and Drug Administration and Novo 
Nordisk put out a news release, alerted the health-care industry, and advised 
pharmacies to inspect inventories, according to a company spokesman. Still, some of 
the stolen vials wound up in the hands of diabetics, several of whom showed up at 
medical centers in Kentucky and Texas over the summer sickened because the insulin 
was inactive, said an FDA spokeswoman. 
Source: 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704722304575037241392821742.htm
l?mod=rss_Today’s_Most_Popular 

- 
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30. February 1, Evansville Courier and Press – (Indiana; Kentucky) Bridge closed two 
hours after barge strike. Kentucky highway officials say the north U.S. 41 bridge 
over the Ohio River between Henderson, Kentucky, and Evansville sustained no 
structural damage when it was hit by a barge Saturday afternoon. A towboat was 
headed downstream pushing three grain barges, one of which hit a bridge pier, 
according the U.S. Coast Guard at Louisville. Coast Guard officials attributed high 
river flow conditions from recent rains as the reason for the accident. At Newburgh 
Lock & Dam, some 10 miles upstream from the bridge, readings indicated a river depth 
of 41 feet. Flood stage in the Evansville area is 42 feet. The Coast Guard reported the 
towboat’s captain said the tow was overtaken by the strong current. Two of the barges 
in the tow reportedly were not damaged. The third one was thought to be taking on 
water. A spokesman for the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet said the damage to the 
bridge was “cosmetic” and that there were no signs of cracking. He said it is likely 
inspectors will use a boat to further analyze the piers and the alignment of the bridge 
sometime next week. Northbound U.S. 41 traffic was halted at the bridge for more than 
two hours while bridge inspectors with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and a 
Coast Guard worker assessed damage to the bridge and the vessel. 
Source: http://www.courierpress.com/news/2010/jan/30/tow-strikes-northbound-us-41-
bridge-closed-traffic/ 

31. February 1, Los Angeles Daily News – (California) Security breach at LAX briefly 
shuts down terminal over weekend. A security breach at LAX shut down Terminal 4 
for nearly an hour over the weekend as agents and airport police tried to locate a 
woman who got through a checkpoint without having been “wanded” for weapons. The 
breach happened about 10 p.m. Saturday as the woman came through the American 
Airlines terminal. After U.S. Transportation Security Administration agents realized 
they had failed to run a metal-detecting wand over the woman and she was long gone 
they shut down the terminal and all flights in and out of it. The breach did not appear to 
be a result of the traveler’s actions — she was later found not to be a threat — but 
rather of the TSA officers’ own oversight. The terminal was shut down for nearly an 
hour before the woman was found at an American Airlines VIP lounge. 
Source: http://blogs.laweekly.com/ladaily/city-news/lax-security-breach/ 

For more stories, see items 1, 6, 15, 51, and 53  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

32. February 2, Jacksonville Daily News – (North Carolina) Officials investigate 
harassment of mayor. Carteret County authorities say a note sent to the Cedar Point 
mayor telling him “nature is calling” is harassment, not a threat. Authorities wanted to 
dispel rumors that the mayor received white powder in the mail, said the chief of 
detectives with the Carteret County Sheriff’s Department. That bit of gossip has been 
circulating around the small town since the mayor received the letter in question a 
couple of weeks ago. He received a blank card in the mail with the words “nature is 
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calling.” The card may have contained other statements, but authorities, citing an 
ongoing investigation, said they will not comment on exactly what else was written on 
the card. “If anything the card the mayor received had lady’s perfume on it, not any sort 
of powder,” the chief of detectives said, adding that while the note is not considered a 
threat, he still wants to know who sent it. Some of that concern is due to the mayor 
asking for a deputy to be present during town hall meetings, said the Carteret sheriff. 
Source: http://www.jdnews.com/news/point-72333-cedar-harassment.html 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

33. February 2, Food Safety News – (International) Vietnam’s black pepper is outbreak 
source. Somewhere in the 135,000 tons of fresh black pepper Vietnam shipped around 
the world last year is the end of a supply chain that is making people sick in the United 
States. Brooklyn’s Wholesome Spice, which until recently had Rhode Island’s Daniele 
Inc. as a client, got its black pepper from a supplier in Vietnam. An outbreak of 
Salmonella Montevideo associated with brands of salami made by Daniele has now 
spread to 42 states and sickened 203. No deaths have been reported. Daniele has 
recalled almost 1.26 million pounds of its ready-to-eat meat products, including some 
not containing pepper that might have been cross-contaminated during processing. 
Rhode Island’s Department of Health last week found an opened container of black 
pepper used in the manufacturing of at least some of the recalled products that tested 
positive for the Salmonella Montevideo strain with a DNA “fingerprint” that matched 
the outbreak strain. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, which regulates pepper, is 
investigating the supply chain. FDA has been collecting samples of black pepper, but 
so far all have come up negative. FDA, the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service (FSIS), which regulate the meat in the Italian sausage products 
involved, are working with state public health departments on the epidemiologic 
investigation. The FDA blocked shipments of pepper from Vietnam several times last 
year. Importers that had shipments blocked include: Olam Vietnam Ltd. VKL Vietnam 
Ltd., Phuc Hung Food Co. Ltd., Vinh Hiep Co., and Ltd Sonaco.  
Source: http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/02/vietnams-black-pepper-is-outbreak-
source/ 

34. February 2, Panama City News Herald – (Florida) Bay among 60 counties named 
disaster areas. The Florida governor and Florida emergency management officials 
announced Monday that the U.S. Department of Agriculture had determined crop losses 
caused by cold weather and freezing conditions January 2-14 warranted a Secretarial 
Disaster Declaration in 60 Florida counties. According to a news release, on January 15 
the governor sent a letter to the USDA Secretary requesting a disaster designation for 
all 67 counties in Florida after the state experienced unusually cold weather. The 
designation makes farm operators in these counties eligible to be considered for 
assistance from the Farm Service Agency, provided eligibility requirements are met. 
Potential assistance includes FSA emergency loans and the Supplemental Revenue 
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Assistance Payments Program (SURE) that was approved as part of the Food, 
Conservation and Energy Act of 2008. The FSA will consider each application on its 
own merit by taking into account the extent of losses, security available, and repayment 
ability, the release said. “Disasters often occur over wide areas,” said the interim 
director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management. “Under the declaration, 
farm operators in the contiguous counties of Clay, Jackson, Seminole and Walton are 
also eligible to apply for assistance if they suffered production losses.” 
Source: http://www.newsherald.com/news/disaster-81074-florida-counties.html 

35. February 2, MSNBC – (California) Wine, salmon clash in California. Grape growers 
in Northern California’s cool, fertile Sonoma County wine region are stomping mad at 
a new plan to limit the amount of water vineyards can pump from local rivers and 
streams to protect crops from frost — a proposed regulation meant to safeguard coho 
salmon, a species on the brink of local extinction. Vineyard acreage in Sonoma County, 
adjacent to the Napa Valley, has increased 30 to 40 percent during the past decade and 
the county estimates the businesses generate about $2 billion annually. But the growth 
has run up against federal protections for coho salmon, an endangered species that once 
filled streams and rivers along California’s central and northern coasts. When 
hibernating vines are coming to life in the spring, temperatures can still drop below 
freezing overnight and destroy young grapes. During those frigid nights, growers spray 
river water onto the vines, encasing them in a protective frozen shell. Farmers say one 
bad night when temperatures quickly drop 5 to 10 degrees below freezing could wipe 
out huge percentages of their crop. At issue is the continued existence of the hook-
mouthed coho salmon and the threatened steelhead trout that spawn in coastal streams 
and rivers — a habitat that stretches from Alaska to central California. While coho still 
thrive in Alaska, their once plentiful stocks in California and Oregon are under threat, 
federal fisheries managers say. 
Source: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35183332/ns/us_news-environment/ 

36. February 1, Philadelphia Inquirer – (Pennsylvania) Carbon monoxide shuts two city 
restaurants and high rise. About 250 art students were evacuated from a 17-story 
Center City building and two restaurants on the ground floor were temporarily closed 
after dangerous levels of carbon monoxide set off alarms before dawn today. 
Investigators had not determined the source of the odorless but deadly gas in the 
historic building on the southeast corner of Broad and Chestnut Streets by late 
yesterday afternoon, said a Fire Department spokesman. Officials closed two 
restaurants - Capital Grille and the Olive Garden - after finding carbon monoxide 
readings as high as 3,800 parts per million in one of the eateries, the spokesman said. 
Carbon monoxide levels of about 70 p.p.m. can cause headache, fatigue, and nausea. At 
sustained concentrations above 150 p.p.m. to 200 p.p.m, disorientation, 
unconsciousness, and death are possible, according to the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission. The Olive Garden was given the go-ahead to reopen for dinner late 
in the afternoon, said a spokesman for the restaurant. The Capital Grille hopes to 
reopen tomorrow by February 2. The apartment building houses 552 students who 
attend the Art Institute of Philadelphia. They were being relocated to Center City hotels 
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for at least two nights at the school’s expense, said a spokeswoman for the Art Institute. 
Source: http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/83270412.html?cmpid=15585797 

37. January 31, KSAZ 10 Phoenix – (Arizona) Hazmat scare at North Phoenix Fry’s. A 
Fry’s grocery store in north Phoenix had to be evacuated Sunday, after a meat cabinet 
started leaking an unknown substance. Firefighters were called to the Fry’s near 7th St 
and Bell, on reports that leaking and smoke was coming from a meat cabinet. The store 
was immediately shut down and a hazmat team was called out to inspect the material. It 
is not yet clear what the substance was, but crews determined it was not freon. No one 
was hurt. The store has since been reopened after officials found there was no longer 
any danger. 
Source: http://www.myfoxphoenix.com/dpp/news/local/phoenix/frys-hazmat-scare-1-
31-2010 

38. January 29, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel – (Wisconsin) Pizza Man fire was arson, 
authorities say. The January 19 fire that destroyed the east side building that housed 
the Pizza Man restaurant in Milwaukee was arson, according to a statement issued 
January 29 by authorities investigating the blaze. The statement does not say where or 
how the fire started. Details about the cause of the fire are not being released because 
the investigation is ongoing, a spokesman for the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives said. The four-alarm fire began about 3:30 a.m. January 19. 
More than 150 Milwaukee firefighters were called to the building at N. Oakland and E. 
North avenues. Three firefighters suffered minor injuries. No one else was injured. In 
addition to the Pizza Man, the building also housed Cush Lounge, the Grecian Delight 
restaurant, the Black and White Cafe, and several apartments. The fire caused an 
estimated loss of $3 million, according to the statement. Crews have spent the week of 
January 25 tearing down the rest of the building. The ATF is offering a reward of up to 
$10,000 for information leading to an arrest in the case, the statement says. 
Source: http://www.fireengineering.com/index/articles/news_display/140660328.html 

39. January 29, Cattle Network – (North Dakota) Beef cattle need water. Recent snow 
and ice storms and power outages have been brutal for livestock and livestock 
producers. Those conditions have kept livestock from getting enough drinking water. 
Beef cattle, for example, need 8 to 10 gallons per day. Producers might be tempted to 
think their cattle can survive by eating snow as a water source, but even when a lot of 
snow is available, beef cattle need water, according to a North Dakota State University 
Extension Service veterinarian. “By and large, cattle do not adapt to eating snow as a 
water source very quickly,” he says. “To successfully adapt a herd of cattle to 
consuming snow for their water needs actually takes years.” Cattle producers will need 
to be resourceful because they will need to figure out how to get water to their cattle 
herds, he says. A generator is one option for restoring power to pumps and heated 
livestock watering systems. But producers need to keep safety in mind, says an NDSU 
Extension agricultural engineer. He advises people not to operate generators in an 
enclosed or partially enclosed building because gasoline or diesel engines produce 
deadly levels of carbon monoxide. “Carbon monoxide gas is tasteless, odorless and 
colorless but is very toxic to humans and animals,” he says. 
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Source: http://www.cattlenetwork.com/Beef-Cattle-Need-Water/2010-01-
29/Article_Latest_News.aspx?oid=980599&fid=CN-LATEST_NEWS_&aid=760 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

40. January 31, San Francisco Chronicle – (California) Aging pipes force sewage into 
San Francisco Bay. During the storms that howled through the Bay Area recently, a 
total of 630,000 gallons of raw sewage spewed into the bay at 47 spots, according to 
environmental watchdog group San Francisco Baykeeper. That was small compared 
with the 170 million gallons of under-treated — meaning only partially processed — 
sewage discharged from three East Bay Municipal Utility District “wet weather” 
overflow plants on the eastern side of the bay, Baykeeper reported. The plants are there 
to process overflows during storms, but in heavy downpour storms like this month’s the 
water is sullied more than usual by sewer overflows. The under-treated sewage had at 
least been mixed with rainstorm water, screened of solids and run through a chlorine 
cleansing process before being released, but the best of the sewage still had chemicals 
such as pesticides and heavy metals such as mercury. 
Source: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/01/31/BABS1BPLR1.DTL 

For another story, see item 3  
 
[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

41. February 2, Omaha World-Herald – (Iowa) Threat closes hospital to visitors. A 
bomb threat Monday at Jennie Edmundson Hospital kept people from entering the 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, hospital for an hour or two, but no bomb was found, a hospital 
spokesman said. The hospital received the threat just before 7 p.m., a spokesman said. 
Authorities kept anyone from entering while they investigated. No patients had to be 
moved. Some at the hospital may have noticed the police dogs used in the search, he 
said, but many patients were unaware of the threat investigation. 
Source: http://www.omaha.com/article/20100202/NEWS01/100209954 

42. February 2, Associated Press – (International) In Haiti, medical evacuation flights 
resume, schools reopen. The U.S. military has resumed urgent medical evacuation 
flights for Haitian quake victims, an official announced Monday, and life for survivors 
took a step forward as many schools reopened for the first time since an earthquake 
devastated the nation. The U.S. Homeland Security Secretary said the U.S. military 
would fly critically ill quake survivors to hospitals in several states to avoid 
overloading Florida. The flights had stalled for five days because of concerns over 
space and costs in U.S. hospitals. 
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Source: http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/world/stories/DN-
haitiquake_02int.ART.State.Edition1.4b9c2cc.html 

43. February 1, WIS 10 Columbia – (South Carolina) Fire causes $20,000 in damage at 
Providence NE Hospital. No one was injured after a fire broke out in the orthopedic 
wing of Providence Northeast Hospital in Columbia according to fire officials. Fire 
officials with the Columbia Fire Department believe the fire started in a cabinet where 
a television was held around 7pm Monday. The interim fire chief says the hospital’s 
sprinkler system kicked in immediately and was able to contain the fire to one room. 
Five patients who were staying in the wing were relocated to another part of the 
hospital. 
Source: http://www.wistv.com/Global/story.asp?S=11916246 

44. February 1, KOVR 13 Sacramento – (California) Chemical spills at UC Davis Med 
Center. Fire fighters evacuated part of a building at the UC Davis Medical Center after 
a chemical spilled inside a biology lab, according to the Sacramento Fire Department. 
The spill was at one of the buildings on the UC Medical Center campus on Stockton 
Boulevard in Sacramento. A vial containing formalin, which is a mixture of 90 percent 
water, formaldehyde and methyl alcohol, was spilled in one of the rooms on the fourth 
floor. Fire fighters let workers and patients back in after the spill was contained and 
cleaned. Three people reported dizziness and were checked out by paramedics. 
Source: http://cbs13.com/local/uc.med.hazmat.2.1462460.html 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

45. February 2, Contra Costa Times – (California) College student in custody after 
barricading himself. A Soka University student who barricaded himself in a dorm 
room late this afternoon after throwing furniture and other items out of the window was 
taken into custody nearly four hours later. The dormitory’s fourth floor was evacuated 
as deputies worked to make contact with the student, who started acting bizarrely and 
hurling the furniture out the window about 4:15 p.m., an Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department spokesman said. A SWAT team was called to the 300 building off Wood 
Canyon Road in Aliso Viejo, according to the spokesman, who said it was unclear if 
the unidentified student was alone in the dorm room. As of early tonight, “probably the 
only crime he has committed is vandalism,” the spokesman said. It all began when the 
18-year-old student’s roommate told deputies his roommate “was acting strangely and 
had locked himself in his room and wouldn’t talk. He was throwing things from the 
fourth floor dormitory window. He would not talk to us, and was putting stuff behind 
the door,” the spokesman said. When he was taken into custody, it was expected he 
would be held on a 72- hour mental evaluation hold, the spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.contracostatimes.com/california/ci_14316859?nclick_check=1 

46. February 2, WTIC 1080 Hartford – (Connecticut) Dozens of pre-schoolers evacuated 
after ceiling collapse. Dozens of children and adults were evacuated from a New 
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Milford day care center when a section of ceiling collapsed about 3:30 p.m. Monday. 
Police say 72 children and adults were inside the building at the time and another 35 
were outside at the time. No children were hurt; all were relocated and parents were 
called. Police say a water pipe burst at the Kinder Care Learning Center on Danbury 
Road, resulting in a large chunk of ceiling falling, and water spreading to six nearby 
rooms and a hallway. One firefighter said debris was several feet deep in some places. 
Water and power was shut off to the entire building after the incident. 
Source: http://www.wtic.com/Dozens-of-Pre-Schoolers-Evacuated-After-Ceiling-
Co/6260013 

47. February 2, Associated Press – (International) Iowa computer breach points to 
China. Iowa investigators believe a serious breach of a state computer database can be 
traced to China, but they acknowledge that hackers disguise their digital footprints. 
Hackers gained access to the system operated by the Iowa Racing and Gaming 
Commission last week. The administrator says the breach allowed access to personal 
information of about 80,000 people, primarily current and former casino and racing 
employees. Letters advising people of the security breach were to be mailed on 
Tuesday. The administrator says it is not clear if any personal information was 
downloaded, but the commission is proceeding as if all the data was compromised. 
Source: http://www.wxow.com/Global/story.asp?S=11917939 

48. February 2, Daily Northwestern – (Illinois) Chemical explosion rocks Tech, injures 
grad student. A chemical explosion at the Technological Institute on Sheridan Road, 
injured a Northwestern (NU) graduate student Sunday morning, police said. The male 
student had been mixing chemicals, including methanol and (diacetoxyiodo) benzene, 
in a flask, said the NU deputy police chief. When the flask exploded, it spewed glass 
across the room and on the floor, he said. The student had cuts on his right arm and a 
cut and bruise on his chest where he was struck by flying glass, police said. After the 
incident, the student used an emergency shower in the hallway to wash off, the deputy 
police chief said. Police secured the K-wing on the third floor and contacted the 
professor in charge of the laboratory. Evanston Fire Department officials transported 
the student to Evanston Hospital, where it was determined he did not have any 
chemical burns, police said. 
Source: http://www.dailynorthwestern.com/police/blotter-feb-2-1.2158675 

49. February 1, Associated Press – (Ohio) Ohio college remains open in face of racial 
threat. The head of an Ohio technical college says the school remains open for classes 
in the face of a threat that black students would be killed Tuesday. The college 
president says in a letter on Hocking College’s Web site that the school has responded 
with better security, law enforcement officers and counselors. A message threatening 
blacks and including Tuesday’s date was found scrawled on a bathroom wall in a 
dormitory more than a week ago. At least two black students have withdrawn from 
school and several others have moved out of the dorm. In the letter dated Saturday, the 
college president says every effort is being made to keep students, employees and 
visitors safe. He describes the graffiti as an “ignorant act” and says it does not represent 
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the school. 
Source: http://www.waow.com/Global/story.asp?S=11912941 

50. February 1, Associated Press – (Louisiana) New Orleans lawyer arrested: alleged e-
mail threat. The FBI says a suspended attorney has been arrested for e-mailing a threat 
to the federal bankruptcy court in New Orleans. A news release says 62-year-old 
suspect had a loaded handgun when he was arrested about 9:40 p.m. Friday evening. A 
Spokeswoman says his e-mail allegedly included this statement: “Given the recent 
‘security breach’ at 500 Poydras Street, a number of scoundrels might be at risk if I DO 
become homicidal.” 500 Poydras Street is the address of the federal courthouse. The 
spokeswoman says the suspect is being held until a detention hearing scheduled 
Monday. She says he had an initial court appearance on Saturday. The Louisiana 
Supreme Court suspended his law license on March 30, citing a threat of harm which it 
did not describe. 
Source: http://www.fox8live.com/news/local/story/New-Orleans-lawyer-arrested-
alleged-e-mail-threat/JINGQzArTEiDr0Ne2d1zRg.cspx 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

51. February 1, New York Post – (New York) Cop fleet idling. More than $1 million 
worth of new police cars — bought a year ago to help beef up anti-terror security at 
New York area airports — has instead been collecting dust in a Port Authority facility. 
The nearly 30 Crown Victoria Interceptors — many now with dead batteries — are 
mothballed in a PA warehouse outside the Holland Tunnel because they had been 
earmarked for a $90 million high-tech system that was supposed to be set up around the 
runways of the metro area’s four airports but which has proved to be a fiasco. As The 
Post reported last week, the much-ballyhooed Perimeter Intrusion Detection System, or 
PIDS — which consists of 57 miles of electronic fencing equipped with sensors and 
closed-circuit cameras — has never worked. The PA bought the cars last January with 
the intention of outfitting them with sophisticated radio systems that would interface 
with the PIDS as part of efforts to tighten airport security. The auto acquisition was 
timed to coincide with the completion of the PIDS, which took four years to build and 
was supposed to be up and running last spring around 57 miles of runway at JFK, La 
Guardia, Newark and Teterboro airports. 
Source: 
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/cop_fleet_idling_lAYqU2nNfR5A42hCtg2uxN 

52. February 1, Associated Press – (Utah) Heavy snow collapses roof of Utah fire 
station. The winter storm that passed through southern Utah late last week caused a 
major inconvenience for the tiny town of Henrieville. Heavy snow collapsed the roof of 
the Henrieville fire station on Friday causing $280,000 in damages and crushing both 
of the town fire trucks. Also damaged was the tiny Garfield County town’s 
groundskeeping equipment for the city’s park. Insurance will pay for fixing the roof. 
But the fire trucks and other equipment aren’t covered under the policy. The mayor 
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says the town has only 180 residents and can’t afford to replace the equipment. 
Source: http://www.localnews8.com/Global/story.asp?S=11911117 

53. January 30, KPSP 2 Thousand Palms – (California) Man arrested on federal charges 
for shining laser at CHP helicopter. A valley man was arrested Friday on federal 
charges for shooting a laser at a California Highway Patrol helicopter on June 3, 2009. 
A Cathedral City man was arrested Friday morning after being indicted on federal 
charges of willfully interfering with helicopter pilots by intentionally shooting a laser at 
a California Highway Patrol helicopter that was providing support during a suspected 
burglary call. 
Source: http://www.kpsplocal2.com/Content/Top-Stories/story/Man-Arrested-on-
Federal-Charges-for-Shining-Laser/eymn7GFJ6U2Mfa5vuiH5AA.cspx 

54. January 30, WRC 4 Washington – (Maryland) Man steals cop cruiser, dies in fiery 
crash. A man accused of stealing Prince George’s County Police cruiser died after 
crashing the police vehicle in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. Police say the officers were 
unsuccessful in their attempts to put out the fire. By the time firefighters were there to 
extinguish the wreck, the man was pronounced dead. His motives in the alleged auto 
theft and ensuing crash were unknown. 
Source: http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local-beat/Man-Dead-After-Crashing-
Stolen-Cop-Cruiser-83173357.html 

[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

55. February 2, V3.co.uk – (International) CA security report highlights insider 
threat. The latest State of Internet Security report from CA has warned that employees 
will represent the biggest threat to enterprise security in the coming year. The report 
said that businesses face an increasingly large and complex array of security issues, the 
worst of which may be irresponsible or malicious behaviour by workers. Cyber 
criminals will begin targeting employees in earnest during 2009, getting at them 
through social networking sites with a view to recruiting them as “moles”. “Rather than 
write variants of malware, they will hire ‘moles’ to pinpoint weaknesses within 
businesses, and use employees (or former employees) willing to siphon data for a 
profit,” the report said, adding that this is easier than rewriting malware code as 
security systems become more sophisticated. “Businesses are at threat from all angles. 
Not only are they susceptible to external and internal scams, data losses and theft, they 
are at risk every time their employees use search engines, email and social networking 
sites at work,” said the vice president for California Internet Security Business unit. CA 
highlighted two types of attack that will be the most popular. The first is the “internal 
threat” related to staff. CA said that, while the misuse and loss of data is a constant 
threat, it has been heightened by the poor economic conditions. The second is referred 
to as a “quiet attack” that is not initially obvious. CA explained that hackers were 
previously driven by gaining kudos for the most successful attacks, but that the trend 
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now is to become “invisible” and to stay under the radar. 
Source: http://www.v3.co.uk/v3/news/2257186/firms-face-insider-threat 

56. February 2, CNN – (International) Reports: Phishing attack hits Twitter. Twitter 
appears to have been hit by a phishing attack that could be used to steal a user’s 
sensitive log-in information, according to reports on news sites and blogs. Twitter has 
not commented on this incident; but, in a January blog post, the site co-founder noted 
that some Web sites may be trying to masquerade as Twitter.com in an attempt to steal 
users’ password information. He encouraged Twitter fans to change their passwords on 
Twitter.com, and noted that they should be careful to check the site’s URL to be sure 
they hadn’t been led to a fake Web site that simply looks like it’s Twitter: If a user is 
directed to a fake site instead of http://twitter.com, the co-founder says not to enter a 
password. Look at the address bar in the Web browser to tell for sure. The scope of the 
most recent phishing attack was unclear on February 2. Bloggers, some of whom have 
posted photos of their correspondence with Twitter about the scheme, report that fake 
e-mails and direct messages on Twitter are being passed around to point people to 
phishing sites. 
Source: http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/02/02/twitter.phishing/ 

57. February 2, Bloomberg – (International) Iran ‘Cyber Army’ hits radio in latest 
crackdown. An Iranian-run radio station based in Amsterdam was targeted by hackers, 
signaling that Iran’s government may be stepping up a cyber-war on protesters who 
have defied a seven-month crackdown by security forces. The Web site of Farsi-
language Radio Zamaneh was hacked last week and its server reset by attackers who 
left messages identifying themselves as “Iran’s Cyber Army,” said the editor-in-chief 
of the news station, which receives financial support from the Dutch government. The 
station’s satellite broadcast was not disrupted, he said. “We managed to reclaim 
ownership of the domains and the servers” on January 31, the editor-in-chief said in an 
interview on February 1. “The hackers were in control for about a day and a half. They 
accessed all the content of our Web site. They cracked and hijacked the whole server, 
the domain, destroyed everything.” Iranian authorities have already filtered numerous 
Web sites that are perceived as threatening to the government, and may now be using 
more aggressive online tactics. The editor-in-chief said the “general belief” is that the 
Cyber Army is an offshoot of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards, a branch of the armed 
forces that has played a key role in suppressing protests since the vote.  
Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601085&sid=aFRs25YRZxF8 

58. February 1, PC Advisor – (International) Network attacks on Facebook, Twitter 
tripled in 2009. As more organizations allow employees to use social media like 
Facebook and Twitter at work, cybercrime attacks on these networks have exploded, 
according to a report released on February 1 by IT security firm Sophos. Reports of 
malware and spam rose 70 percent on social networks in the last 12 months, the 
security survey reveals Sophos’ investigation, titled “Social Security,” finds 57 percent 
of users report they have been spammed via social networking sites, and 36 percent 
reveal they have been sent malware via social networking sites. The “Social Security” 
survey is part of Sophos’ 2010 Security Threat Report, which looks at current and 
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emerging computer security trends.  While most of the 500 firms Sophos polled, 72 
percent, were worried workers behavior on social networks is putting their business at 
risk, almost half of them, 49 percent, allow all of their staff unfettered access to 
Facebook and other social networking sites. Survey respondents were also asked which 
social network they believed posed the biggest security risk and 60 percent said 
Facebook.  
Source: 
http://www.pcworld.com/businesscenter/article/188278/network_attacks_on_facebook
_twitter_tripled_in_2009.html 

59. February 1, New York Times – (International) Hacking for fun and profit in China’s 
underworld. A soft-spoken college graduate in his early 20s is a cyberthief. He 
operates secretly and illegally, as part of a community of hackers who exploit flaws in 
computer software to break into Web sites, steal valuable data and sell it for a profit. 
Internet security experts say China has legions of hackers just like him, and that they 
are behind an escalating number of global attacks to steal credit card numbers, commit 
corporate espionage and even wage online warfare on other nations, which in some 
cases have been traced back to China. Three weeks ago, Google blamed hackers that it 
connected to China for a series of sophisticated attacks that led to the theft of the 
company’s valuable source code. Google also said hackers had infiltrated the private 
Gmail accounts of human rights activists, suggesting the effort might have been more 
than just mischief. In addition to independent criminals like the college graduate, 
computer security specialists say there are so-called patriotic hackers who focus their 
attacks on political targets. Then there are the intelligence-oriented hackers inside the 
People’s Liberation Army, as well as more shadowy groups that are believed to work 
with the state government. Indeed, in China — as in parts of Eastern Europe and Russia 
— computer hacking has become something of a national sport, and a lucrative one. 
There are hacker conferences, hacker training academies and magazines with names 
like Hacker X Files and Hacker Defense, which offer tips on how to break into 
computers or build a Trojan horse, step by step. 
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/02/business/global/02hacker.html 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Web site: http://www.us-cert.gov 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Web site: https://www.it-isac.org  
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Communications Sector 

60. February 1, Associated Press – (Kentucky) Deputies: Copper thieves pose as 
workers repairing phone lines. Two men were arrested in Floyd County after deputies 
said they were cutting down telephone lines to steal copper. The sheriff says deputies 
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saw two men with bolt cutters on top of a van cutting down lines in the middle of the 
night. The sheriff said the 44-year-old and 28-year-old suspects were pretending to be 
workers repairing the lines. The sheriff said the theft endangered residents who might 
need help after the winter storm. Investigators think the suspects might also be 
responsible for other cases where telephone lines were cut down. The two suspects face 
several theft and drug charges. They are being held on a $10,000 bond at the Floyd 
County Detention Center. 
Source: http://www.wsaz.com/news/headlines/83214372.html 

61. February 1, eWeek – (International) Researchers uncover security vulnerabilities in 
Femtocell technology. Researchers with Trustwave have discovered flaws in the 
hardware and software of femtocell devices that can allow an attacker to take full 
control of the miniature cell towers without the user’s knowledge. Two security 
consultants with Trustwave’s SpiderLabs will present their findings at ShmooCon, held 
February 5 to 7 in Washington. “Our original [area of] curiosity was whether these 
devices could be utilized to supplement cellular deployment in third-world countries 
(such as the OpenBTS+Asterisk project) in a much cheaper package ($250 compared to 
over $1,200 for a USRP hardware device plus server costs),” one of the researchers 
explained. “After hours of sniffing traffic, changing IP address ranges, guessing 
passwords and investigating hardware pinouts, we had obtained root access on these 
Linux-based cellular-based devices, which piqued our curiosity [about] the security 
implications.” Femtocell devices are small cellular base stations used to increase 
wireless coverage in areas with limited service. Because a cell phone does not have 
business logic to prevent it from connecting to a wireless device acting as a tower that 
has been tampered with, it is possible for malicious users to abuse that trust and sniff 
traffic as it traverses the network.  
Source: http://www.eweek.com/c/a/Security/Researchers-Uncover-Security-
Vulnerabilities-in-Femtocell-Technology-760682/ 

62. January 30, Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman – (Alaska) $100,000 gets man charged in 
MTA theft out of jail. A 40 year old suspect was one of three men arrested for 
allegedly stealing copper wire from a secured lot at the Matanuska Telephone 
Association two weeks ago. Also arrested were an associate of the suspect, and a 44 
year old who was a 25-year employee of MTA who had access to the lot. Last week, a 
Palmer superior court judge kept the suspects bail amount where it was set, but dropped 
a requirement he find a third party to watch over him before he can be released. The 
copper allegedly stolen from MTA amounted to $114,500 worth of material — 30,000 
feet of wire. It came on huge spools that required a flatbed trailer to move. One of them 
was allegedly paid $5,000 for the wire, which was recovered in Anchorage before it 
could be shipped to a scrap yard in the Lower 48. 
Source: 
http://www.frontiersman.com/articles/2010/01/30/local_news/doc4b65141d24fea80686
0644.txt 
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Commercial Facilities Sector 

63. February 2, Times and Democrat – (South Carolina) Bomb taken to shop, police get 
the shell out of there. A quick-thinking Orangeburg businessman took an artillery 
shell off the streets that he says had enough explosives to destroy a house. The manager 
of Broughton Pawn Shop notified police after a patron brought an artillery shell into the 
shop for identification. “He (the patron) said he had an artillery shell he’d found,” the 
manager said. “He said he was at a construction site about two years ago and found it.” 
The projectile was collected Friday by the Orangeburg Department of Public Safety 
and State Law Enforcement Division. It was taken to a police practice ground in the 
county and detonated. The manager, a former Marine artillerist, said when the patron 
called him about the shell, he told the man to bring it in for identification because he 
wanted to get it off the street. The shell turned out to be a 105 mm howitzer projectile 
bearing a proximity fuse, a device that detonates a projectile when built-in sensors have 
determined the intended target is near. Described as about 1.5 feet tall and as big 
around as a grapefruit, the shell had the ability to destroy a house, the manager said. 
Source: 
http://www.timesanddemocrat.com/articles/2010/02/02/news/doc4b67726fea62066190
6403.txt 

64. February 2, Logan Herald Journal – (Utah) Suspicious odor prompts mall 
closure. Fire and HAZMAT authorities temporarily closed the Cache Valley Mall early 
Monday morning after an employee reported a suspicious odor in the building. A 
Logan, Utah, fire marshal says the source of the odor came from an overcharged 
battery inside a portable device used to pump water for watering plants. The general 
manager said the safety of the people inside the shopping center was the first 
consideration in resolving the matter. “The safety precautions that the city mandated to 
us we backed up 100 percent,” he said. The mall was open by 11:30. The odor was first 
detected by an employee at about 7:45 a.m. An emergency call was received at 7:51. 
HAZMAT crews responded and Logan police assisted with security. He added that 
those inside the building were evacuated and that no injuries were reported. One 
maintenance employee was checked out by paramedics but the man was released 
shortly thereafter with no signs of any reaction to the odor. 
Source: http://hjnews.townnews.com/articles/2010/02/02/news/news05-02-02-10.txt 

65. February 1, Ventura County Star – (California) Hazmat team probes suspicious 
package in Oxnard; marijuana found. A suspicious package found Monday at an 
Oxnard, California, office building sparked an investigation by a hazardous materials 
team but later was determined to contain marijuana, authorities said. Police and 
firefighters responded about 9:25 a.m. to a report of a package leaking brown fluid at 
the offices of Manpower Inc., an employment services business at 2340 N. Vineyard 
Ave., authorities said. An Oxnard Fire Department hazardous materials team responded 
and determined the package was not hazardous, said a department spokeswoman. 
Oxnard police said they later determined the package contained marijuana.  
Source: http://www.tradingmarkets.com/news/stock-alert/man_brief-hazmat-team-
probes-suspicious-package-in-oxnard-marijuana-found-744079.html 
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66. January 31, Orlando Sentinel – (Florida) Sauna fire forces evacuation of Winter 
Garden YMCA. A sauna at the Winter Garden YMCA caught fire Sunday evening, 
forcing a couple dozen patrons to evacuate. No one was injured, however, and damages 
were contained to the sauna area, the Winter Garden Fire chief said. Investigators still 
do not know what sparked the flames, which apparently originated inside the wooden 
structure about 5:30 p.m. It was not immediately known whether the recently-renovated 
YMCA on Windermere Road will open as usual tomorrow. But he  said the rest of the 
facility is safe for use. “They shouldn’t have a problem opening up tomorrow,” he said.  
Source: http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-fire-at-winter-
garden-ymca-013110,0,4677252.story 

67. January 29, Capital Times – (Wisconsin) Gold’s Gym evacuated after chemical 
mishap. An accidental mixing of chemicals by a pool maintenance company employee 
caused the evacuation of Gold’s Gym in Fitchburg Thursday afternoon, with the 
employee taken to the hospital for inhaling fumes from the chemicals, authorities 
reported. The accident occurred at about 2:50 p.m. at the fitness facility on Hardrock 
Road, according to the Fitchburg Fire Department. All staff and gym members in the 
facility at the time of the accident evacuated safely and were not injured. The Madison 
Fire Department HazMat team was called to the scene, and confirmed the chemicals 
were no longer reacting and didn’t pose further danger, according to the press release 
issued by the Fitchburg Fire Department. There was no damage to the building or pool 
equipment, and people were allowed back into the building a short time after the 
incident. 
Source: http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/article_d951e8ee-0ce7-11df-a8b7-
001cc4c03286.html 

[Return to top]  

National Monuments and Icons Sector 

68. February 2, Southgate News-Herald – (Michigan) Police recover helmet, rifle stolen 
off fallen soldier’s monument. Police have recovered the rifle and helmet that were 
stolen earlier in the week off a monument dedicated to a fallen soldier. A tip came in on 
January 30 alerting officers that the bronze statue might be at an address in Lincoln 
Park, the police chief said. Officers went to the Richmond Street address and were 
given permission to search the house, but did not locate the monument. While there, 
however, officers arrested three male juveniles on unrelated charges, the chief said. 
Once in custody, one of the juveniles admitted to buying the statue for $10 and selling 
it in Detroit for $50, the chief said. Officers went to that address, which was a 
residence, and recovered the monument on January 30. The rifle and helmet originally 
were one piece, but were separated into two when found. A set of replica dog tags that 
hung on the monument in honor of a Army sergeant are still missing. 
Source: 
http://www.thenewsherald.com/articles/2010/02/02/news/doc4b6485d4ccf8171235841
2.txt 
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http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-fire-at-winter-garden-ymca-013110,0,4677252.story
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/article_d951e8ee-0ce7-11df-a8b7-001cc4c03286.html
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/article_d951e8ee-0ce7-11df-a8b7-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.thenewsherald.com/articles/2010/02/02/news/doc4b6485d4ccf81712358412.txt
http://www.thenewsherald.com/articles/2010/02/02/news/doc4b6485d4ccf81712358412.txt
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69. February 1, U.S. Forest Service – (California) Forest Service to conduct Tahoe 
prescribed burns. U.S. Forest Service fuels management crews will conduct 
prescribed fire operations on the north and east shores of Lake Tahoe beginning 
Tuesday, February 2, 2010, as weather and staffing allow. The operations are not 
expected to last more than one day and will take place on two small units, one located 
in the Roundhill Pines Resort and the other in the Kings Beach area. Other fire 
protection agencies, state and local, may also be conducting prescribed fire operations 
during this period. 
Source: http://www.ktvn.com/Global/story.asp?S=11915935 

[Return to top]  

Dams Sector 

70. February 2, Minot Daily News – (North Dakota) Corps considers levee in flood 
control project. As part of flood control efforts southeast of Minot, the Ward County 
Water Resource District is asking the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to allow a 
temporary levee to become permanent. The Corps is taking public comment through 
February 16 on the proposal to make permanent a temporary earthen levee, which was 
authorized November 16, 2009. The water board wants to keep the levee to prevent 
flood waters from back flowing in the Eastside Estates subdivision and to improve the 
flow of the channel by simply making the sides more uniform. The water board 
proposes to use about 342 cubic yards of earthen material to create a permanent 
structure that will be about 8 feet high with a 5-foot top and 2:1 side slopes. About 75 
cubic yards of riprap will be used to protect the structure from erosion. The levee 
proposal is an amendment to the Puppy Dog Coulee Drainage Improvement Project, a 
proposed flood control project that the water district has submitted to the Corps for 
authorization.  
Source: http://www.minotdailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/536257.html?nav=5010 

71. February 2, KIRO 7 Seattle – (Washington) Vandals in Auburn slash Green River 
flood wall. Workers are repairing continuing damage to the Green River flood wall in 
Auburn damaged by vandals. Large gashes were found in the huge sand bags and the 
plastic covering them that comprise the flood wall. The damage appears to have been 
caused by vandals using knives and lighters. Though much of the damage has been 
patched, the wall continues to be weakened by ongoing tampering. The multimillion-
dollar flood wall was installed because of the weakened Howard Hanson Dam 
upstream. Officials said if the flood wall fails, water would flood nearby neighborhoods 
and apartments. The sandbags are supposed to last five to seven years and are designed 
to be biodegradable and disintegrate over time in the sunlight. They have been covered 
with black plastic to extend their life. Both that plastic and the sandbags underneath are 
being slashed. “We want people to stay away from it. The danger is to [the vandals] 
because they could fall off, but also to the neighborhood. Until the dam is fixed, these 
are what protect the neighborhoods from high-water events,” said a spokeswoman with 
Auburn Emergency Preparedness. Residents are on the lookout for anyone tampering 
with the flood wall. The King County prosecutor said anyone caught tampering with 

http://www.ktvn.com/Global/story.asp?S=11915935
http://www.minotdailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/536257.html?nav=5010
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the wall could be charged with a felony.  
Source: http://www.kirotv.com/news/22409943/detail.html 

72. February 1, North Platte Bulletin – (Nebraska) Leak discovered at Johnson Lake 
dam. On the morning of January 30, a Central crewman discovered trickling water at 
the base of the dam at Johnson Lake 15 miles south of Lexington. The Gothenburg 
division manager and the Supply Canal superintendent inspected and found it was a 
slow trickle of clear water. The trickle stopped that afternoon, but reappeared the next 
two mornings, only to stop again Saturday and Sunday afternoons, the manager said. 
“At this point, we don’t know where the water is coming from,” he said Monday at a 
meeting of the Central Public Power board of directors. “The fact that it’s clear water 
— and not muddy water which could be indicative of piping within the dam — might 
mean that the water is simply from melting snow and ice from the dam, which is 
covered with more snow than we’ve seen for quite some time.” As a precaution, during 
the weekend Central lowered the lake’s level by about two feet. The Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission’s dam safety office in Chicago has been notified. He said 
workers would closely watch the situation. Also, Central’s real estate manager said 
thick ice on Johnson Lake heaving and buckling against the shoreline in places, 
particularly along the east shore. As ice builds, thaws, re-freezes and cracks, large 
sections have pushed into the shoreline, he said, causing damage to riprap shoreline 
protection and even buckling of some lawns and sidewalks.  
Source: 
http://www.northplattebulletin.com/index.asp?show=news&action=readStory&storyID
=18161&pageID=24 

[Return to top]  
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