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 According to the Terre Haute Tribune Star, a spokesman for the Panhandle Eastern 
Pipeline Co. said investigative teams were at the site in Parke County, Indiana where one 
of their gas lines ruptured on May 5. The explosion sent flames as high as 700 feet into the 
air, officials said. (See item 4) 

 The Register reports that a disk bought on eBay contained details of test launch routines for 
the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense ground to air missile defense system, according 
to a study sponsored by BT and Sims Lifecycle Services. The same disk also held 
information belonging to the system’s manufacturer, Lockheed Martin, including 
blueprints of facilities and personal data on workers. (See item 8) 

Fast Jump Menu 

PRODUCTION INDUSTRIES      SERVICE INDUSTRIES 
●  Energy         ●  Banking and Finance 
●  Chemical         ●  Transportation 

●  Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste         ●  Postal and Shipping 

●  Critical Manufacturing         ●  Information Technology 
●  Defense Industrial Base         ●  Communications 

●  Dams Sector         ●  Commercial Facilities 

SUSTENANCE AND HEALTH      FEDERAL AND STATE 
●  Agriculture and Food         ●  Government Facilities 

●  Water Sector         ●  Emergency Services 

●  Public Health and Healthcare         ●  National Monuments and Icons 

 

Energy Sector 
 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels:  Physical:  ELEVATED,  Cyber:  ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES−ISAC) − 
[http://www.esisac.com] 

1. May 7, WOAI 4 San Antonio – (Texas) Investigation launched after crew ruptures 
gas line. CPS Energy has launched an investigation after a construction crew ruptured a 
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natural gas line Wednesday morning in San Antonio. The ruptured natural gas line 
hatched a towering fire that could be seen for miles and melted nearby cars. No injuries 
were reported. The explosion and fire happened around 10:15 a.m. near the intersection 
of Blanco and Huebner on the Far North Side. The blaze forced neighboring businesses 
to evacuate and shut off utilities in a radius upward of a mile. The morning fire had been 
extinguished by noon. Investigators say a construction crew from Chapman Excavation 
hit the gas line while digging. The fireball caused by the subsequent explosion shot 
more than 60 feet into the air. According to the San Antonio fire chief, the fire started 
when a trenching machine cut a 30-inch gas main. He said about 500 pounds of natural 
gas was fueling the fire. As firefighters worked to contain the fire, other crews shut 
down neighboring businesses, blocked off streets, and cut off power. CPS Energy 
officials want to know how the private construction crew missed markers for the gas 
line. A spokesperson from CPS Energy said the agency is launching an investigation 
into what happened.  
Source: http://www.woai.com/news/local/story/Update-Investigation-launched-after-
crew-ruptures/WIgp-Vi5i0STEQr9yKffVg.cspx 

2. May 7, Bloomberg – (California) California wildfire threatens homes of 26,000 
people. A California wildfire driven by high winds raged out of control Friday on the 
edge of Santa Barbara, threatening the homes of 26,000 people and injuring eight 
firefighters. More than 32,800 customers of Southern California Edison twice lost 
power, each time for less than an hour, since the fire started, said a regional manager for 
the company in Thousand Oaks. Two transmission lines are near the fire area, one 
taking power to parts of Santa Barbara and Montecito, said the manager, whose 
company is part of Rosemead, California-based Edison International. ‘The heaviness of 
the smoke, the thickness of it, causes the circuit to get overloaded,’ he said.  
Source: 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aY.pTDlGOLJc&refer=ho
me 
See item 43 

3. May 7, Worthington Daily Globe – (Minnesota; Wisconsin) American Indians promise 
pipeline fight. Some American Indians threaten to stop efforts to build a pair of 
northern Minnesota oil pipelines. A Native American activist on April 6 said Indian 
pipeline opponents ‘definitely’ will attempt to block construction any way they can. ‘We 
have our rights...’ said the American Indian Movement founder, ‘particularly when it is 
going to pollute our land.’ Environmentalists and Indian efforts to derail the pipeline 
project have failed to stop construction so far as Minnesota utility regulators and the 
courts have rejected their claims. The state Public Utilities Commission the week of 
April 27 gave its final approval for Enbridge Energy to go ahead with the pipeline 
project. The pipelines are scheduled to be built within feet of existing Enbridge pipes 
from northwestern Minnesota to Superior, Wisconsin, next to Duluth, Minnesota. The 
285-mile-long pipelines will cross Kittson, Marshall, Pennington, Red Lake, Polk, 
Clearwater, Beltrami, Hubbard, Cass, Itasca, Aitkin, St. Louis and Carlton counties. A 
36-inch pipe is to carry oil from a tar sands site in northern Alberta, Canada. A 20-inch 
pipe is planned to return an oil thinner material to Canada for re-use. The Minnesota 

http://www.woai.com/news/local/story/Update-Investigation-launched-after-crew-ruptures/WIgp-Vi5i0STEQr9yKffVg.cspx
http://www.woai.com/news/local/story/Update-Investigation-launched-after-crew-ruptures/WIgp-Vi5i0STEQr9yKffVg.cspx
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aY.pTDlGOLJc&refer=home
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aY.pTDlGOLJc&refer=home
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pipeline, with a small segment in North Dakota, is part of a project to carry oil to 
Chicago. The pipelines would cross two Minnesota reservations — Leech Lake and 
Fond du Lac. Both have accepted Enbridge payments in exchange for permission to 
cross their land. 
Source: http://www.dglobe.com/event/article/id/22196/ 

 
4. May 6, Terre Haute Tribune Star – (Indiana) Pipeline teams investigate explosion. 

Steady rains Wednesday made for slow work investigating a Parke County gas 
explosion which occurred Tuesday afternoon. A spokesman for the Panhandle Eastern 
Pipeline Co. said investigative teams were at the site near Parke County’s Nyesville 
Road Wednesday morning where one of their gas lines ruptured about 4:30 p.m. the day 
before. The explosion sent flames as high as 700 feet into the air, officials said. He said 
no cause has been established for the explosion yet. Investigators from Houston will 
remain until work is complete, but Wednesday’s rains impeded progress. The teams will 
check debris and conduct metallurgical tests on the pipe as they piece together a cause, 
he said. He said the company does not yet know how much gas was consumed in the 
accident, nor have damages been calculated yet. Panhandle Eastern has other pipelines 
in the vicinity and was able to continue operations throughout the fire. There was no 
interruption of service. ‘We were able to keep the customers supplied through the other 
pipelines,’ he said, explaining that the company services ‘the big users of natural gas’ 
such as power plants and distributors, not residential customers. A stream ran through 
the affected area, and an environmental impact study is being conducted, he said, noting 
that no evidence of contamination had been found yet. According to a media release 
issued by the Parke County Sheriff, more than 28 state and local agencies provided 
emergency responders for the incident, which produced flames visible for more than 15 
miles.  
Source: http://www.tribstar.com/local/local_story_126224148.html 
See also: http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssEnergyNews/idUSN0640800620090506 
 

For another story, see item 30 
 
[Return to top] 

Chemical Industry Sector 
 
5. May 6, New Jersey News – (New Jersey) Leather chemical spilled on Linden road. A 

fifth of a mile of Lower Road in Linden remains closed after a tractor trailer spilled a 
leather conditioner on the roadway on May 6. The trailer, owned by Yellow Freight, 
spilled Leukotan, a chemical used to condition leather, between Avenue C and the 
Rahway city line. The spill was discovered after the truck driver pulled into a lot to 
make a delivery. It became apparent that the drums had toppled and leaked. The Linden 
Fire Department responded at 10:49 a.m. and the road was closed shortly thereafter. 
Union County Hazmat determined that the Leukotan was not hazardous. Some of the 
chemical drained into a sewer, which was diked off to prevent the liquid from spreading 
further, said the chief of the Linden Fire Department. He said the road is still blocked off 
and will be until the cleanup crew, hired by Yellow Freight, finishes work on the road. 
Source: 

   

http://www.dglobe.com/event/article/id/22196/
http://www.tribstar.com/local/local_story_126224148.html
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http://www.nj.com/news/local/index.ssf/2009/05/leather_chemical_spilled_on_li.html 
 
[Return to top] 

Nuclear Reactors, Materials, and Waste Sector 
 

6. May 6, New Mexico Independent – (New Mexico) Abandoned uranium mines pose 
health risk to New Mexicans. New Mexico legislators were in Washington, D.C. the 
week of May 4 to press the federal government to help clean up hundreds of abandoned 
uranium mines that dot the state’s landscape. The trip comes on the heels of an 
appropriation of $150,000 included in this year’s state budget to help complete the 
painstaking work of assessing the extent of the problem, said the director of the state’s 
Mining and Minerals Division of the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources 
Department. So far, his agency has listed 259 mines that have reported uranium 
production at some point. And there may be many more than that, he said. The agency 
has a second list of 400 ‘uranium occurrences,’ where uranium mines saw ‘significant 
exploration’ but from which no production was ever reported to the state, he said. 
According to the deputy secretary of the state Environment Department, the mines cover 
a wide variety in scale, but most operated without regulation. The findings have to take 
into account a higher prevalence of these health problems among Navajo and Hispanic 
populations in general, she said. However, a long-term medical monitoring program 
conducted in Fernald, Ohio has also shown an increase in kidney disease among people 
living near and drinking water contaminated by uranium. The initial findings in New 
Mexico support those results. 
Source: http://newmexicoindependent.com/26823/abandoned-uranium-mines-pose-
health-risk-to-new-mexicans 

 
[Return to top] 

Critical Manufacturing Sector 
 

7. May 6, Redding Record Searchlight – (California) Hazardous chemical clean-up 
begins at former plating shop in north Redding. A shuttered Redding business that 
closed in late February has left behind a cache of hazardous chemicals that will take 
months to remove. But the Redding Industrial Waste supervisor emphasized on May 6 
that the hazardous waste that is on site is in storage containers that do not pose a public 
health risk. Cleanup at Taylor Made Plating on Caterpillar Road in north Redding will 
start on May 6. Taylor Made Plating had operated as a chromium, cadmium, copper and 
nickel electroplating business since 1988. Some of its customers were custom-car 
enthusiasts. The supervisor did not know how many gallons of chemicals were left 
behind, but added the liquids have been at the Caterpillar Road site for about 20 years. 
The cadmium solutions left behind pose the greatest risk because they contain cyanide. 
Source: http://www.redding.com/news/2009/may/06/hazardous-chemical-clean--begins-
former-plating-sh/ 

 
[Return to top] 
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Defense Industrial Base Sector 
 

8. May 7, The Register – (National) Missile data, medical records found on discarded 
hard disks. A third (34 percent) of discarded hard disk drives still contain confidential 
data, according to a new study which unearthed copies of hospital records and sensitive 
military information on eBayed kit. The study was sponsored by BT and Sims Lifecycle 
Services and run by the computer science labs at University of Glamorgan in Wales, 
Edith Cowan University in Australia and Longwood University in the United States. A 
disk bought on eBay contained details of test launch routines for the THAAD (Terminal 
High Altitude Area Defense) ground to air missile defense system. The same disk also 
held information belonging to the system’s manufacturer, Lockheed Martin, including 
blueprints of facilities and personal data on workers, including social security numbers. 
Lockheed Martin denies that the disk came from it. The arm manufacturer has launched 
an investigation that aims to uncover just how the sensitive data might have been wound 
up on the disk. ‘If military secrets are thrown away then anything can be,’ a spokesman 
of Sims Recycling Solutions, which provide secure data destruction services, said. 
‘Organizations spend millions on data security products such as firewalls to protect data 
but fail to think about discarded data.’ 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/05/07/data_destruction_survey/ 

 
9. May 6, Online Defense and Acquisition Journal – (National) EFV reborn, Marines 

push it. After chronic problems with technology and cost overruns, the Marine Corps’ 
Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle may actually have been steered onto the right path. 
Existing prototypes suffered significant hydraulic and electrical problems, and there 
were issues with the feed and eject systems of the main gun, the EFV Program Manager 
Colonel told a group on May 6 at the Navy League’s Sea Air Space symposium. For all 
intents and purposes, however, the EFV was basically put back on the drawing board as 
designers sought to tackle issues that put its costs up and its schedule behind. ‘It is a 
complicated vehicle, with a lot of high-pressure hydraulics,’ the colonel said. ‘We had a 
lot of problems with leaks and contamination…and so there was early failure of 
hydraulic parts.’ The electrical system being developed for the problem prototypes was 
too much of a reach, he said: ‘some cutting edge technology that…just was not ready for 
prime time.’ The prototype now under development will rely on some earlier, reliable 
technology aided by software modifications. The hull to the prototype being built to the 
new design will begin detailed integration and assembly at the end of this month, he 
said. The problem-plagued EFV was supposed to reach its demonstration phase by 2001. 
It finally went to operational assessment in 2006, but suffered a number of failures and 
breakdowns. The EFV now will go into Initial Operational Testing and Evaluation 
sometime in 2015. 
Source: http://www.dodbuzz.com/2009/05/06/efv-reborn-marines-push-it/ 

 
10. May 6, Global Security Newswire – (Tennessee) Nuclear material pulled from 

building at Y-12 plant. The Y-12 National Security Complex in Tennessee has stripped 
a decades-old building of nuclear materials, reducing the building’s security needs and 
paving the way for its closure, the Knoxville News Sentinel reported May 5. The 
400,000-square-foot facility, referred to as Beta-4, served as a uranium enrichment site 
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during World War II and ‘played a central role in nuclear component production through 
the Cold War,’ according to Y-12. In the past five years, Y-12 contractor B&W pulled 
more than 3,000 items from Beta-4. The complex sent a large portion of the material, 
which together weighed more than 234 metric tons, elsewhere for destruction. 
‘Elimination of the nuclear facility designation to Beta-4 means millions of dollars 
annually in savings by reducing the need for special security and facility surveillance 
and maintenance activities. This action brings Y-12’s plan to create a smaller, more 
efficient site closer to fruition,’ the National Nuclear Security Administration’s site 
manager for Y-12 said in a statement.  
Source: http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090506_8771.php 

11. May 6, Kansas Morning Sun – (Kansas) Former employees put TECT Aerospace at 
center of federal investigation. Two former employees of TECT Aerospace in 
Wellington are being credited with starting a federal investigation into how the company 
has been making its parts since at least 2006, court documents revealed. Complaints 
filed with the U.S. District Court in Wichita have lead to a federal investigation. Court 
documents received that ‘In requesting millions of dollars in payments for airplanes sold 
to the United States, Defendants falsely represented each time and airplane was sold that 
the wing spars and other components were manufactured in compliance with United 
States’ specifications.’ The sealed amended complaint against TECT alleges the 
company had ‘actual knowledge that they were not complying’ to standards and 
continued to submit ‘false or fraudulent representations of compliance.’ TECT 
Aerospace’s Wellington facility was in charge of manufacturing wing spars, the main 
longitudinal beams of the airplane wings or tail that bear a significant load in flight, for 
Hawker Beechcraft. The parts are designated ‘fracture critical’ by design, the documents 
said. The loss or breakage of a wing spar would ‘compromise the safety of flight. 
Fracture critical parts must be manufactured using processes that ensure their structural 
integrity is maintained.’ TECT was manufacturing the parts for Hawker Beechcraft as 
part of the JPATS program, or the U.S. Air Force and Navy’s Joint Primary Aircraft 
Training System. The contract, awarded in 1995, would call for the delivery of 768 T-
6A aircraft as early as 2016, the document revealed. The document alleges TECT failed 
to comply with destructive inspection requirements, and even violated Hawker 
Beechcraft’s specifications by ‘among other things, ‘bashing’ with a sledgehammer 
fracture critical parts that were installed on airplanes that would be sold to the United 
States.’ Hammers and pry bars were used to force the part to fit the ‘check fixture’ 
supplied by Hawker Beechcraft. This process, known as ‘hot forming’ has been banned 
by Hawker Beechcraft because it causes bumps and dings in the metal. 
Source: http://www.morningsun.net/kansas/x1194159038/Former-employees-put-
TECT-Aerospace-at-center-of-federal-investigation 

12. May 5, Defense News – (National) Pentagon crafting program data security 
standards. Pentagon officials are crafting an unprecedented set of data standards aimed 
at preventing the theft of sensitive weapon program information by U.S. adversaries. 
The deputy assistant secretary of defense for cyber, identity and information 
management told Defense News the still-under-development policy would require that 
program acquisition strategies guarantee compliance with data security standards. Those 

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090506_8771.php
http://www.morningsun.net/kansas/x1194159038/Former-employees-put-TECT-Aerospace-at-center-of-federal-investigation
http://www.morningsun.net/kansas/x1194159038/Former-employees-put-TECT-Aerospace-at-center-of-federal-investigation
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guarantees would then be built into contracts with the industry contractors helping to 
develop and build U.S. weapon systems. The idea is to require program acquisition 
plans to specifically refer to new information security standards in the Defense 
Department’s 8500 series documents, which spell out the military’s data assurance 
guidelines. The Deputy Assistant Secretary said the new policy likely will be released 
for public comment ‘in a couple of months.’ 
Source: http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=4075168&c=AME&s=TOP 

 
[Return to top] 

Banking and Finance Sector 
 

13. May 6, Associated Press – (National) Senate votes to ease mortgage terms. Trying to 
curb home foreclosures, the Senate voted on May 6 to make it easier for homeowners 
with risky credit to switch to a lower-cost mortgage backed by the government. The bill, 
passed 91-5, also would give banks a break by encouraging reduced fees they must pay 
for the government to insure deposits. While both steps put taxpayer money on the line, 
lawmakers say the legislation is needed to prevent the economy from getting worse. 
‘Given the size and scope of the struggles too many Nevadans and Americans endure, it 
will take more time before housing normalizes again,’ said the Senate Majority Leader. 
‘But with this bill, we are working to hasten that day so that no family will ever accept 
losing its home as the way it is.’ 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hnF93VGlcnind3ERtzceqs_IlM
ugD981396O2  

 
14. May 6, RealEstateRama – (National) Senate passes bill to shore up FDIC. Following 

several days of debate, the U.S. Senate passed a bill that will help community banks by 
extending a higher Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) limit, according to a 
U.S. Senator. ‘Community banks in Wyoming are very strong and have loaned money 
responsibly. This bill will help Wyoming’s banks remain strong and loan more money 
with the higher FDIC insurance rate,’ the senator said. The bill extends the FDIC’s 
deposit insurance limit of $250,000 for the next four years. Previously, the insurance 
limit was $100,000. The bill will now go to a conference committee where differences 
between the Senate and House versions will be worked out. 
Source: http://www.realestaterama.com/2009/05/06/senate-passes-bill-to-shore-up-fdic-
ID05292.html  

 
15. May 6, Las Vegas Review-Journal – (Nevada) Nevada credit unions face losses. The 

federal seizure of two corporate credit unions is causing some state credit unions to 
charge off millions of dollars in investments. Also, federally insured credit unions are 
taking a financial hit due to new assessments for federal deposit insurance, because the 
government wants to increase deposit insurance funds in the wake of the corporate credit 
unions failures. In March, the National Credit Union Administration, a federal agency, 
established conservatorships for Western Corporate Federal Union of San Dimas, 
California, and U.S. Central Credit Union of Lenexa, Kansas. The federal seizures 
resulted from the write-down of asset-backed and mortgage-backed securities held by 

   

http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=4075168&c=AME&s=TOP
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hnF93VGlcnind3ERtzceqs_IlMugD981396O2
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hnF93VGlcnind3ERtzceqs_IlMugD981396O2
http://www.realestaterama.com/2009/05/06/senate-passes-bill-to-shore-up-fdic-ID05292.html
http://www.realestaterama.com/2009/05/06/senate-passes-bill-to-shore-up-fdic-ID05292.html
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the corporate credit unions. NCUA on May 1 estimated that credit losses at WesCorp 
ranged between $3 billion and $7.9 billion. U.S. Central Credit’s losses are between 
$600,000 and $6.5 billion, according to the federal agency. The charge-off of WesCorp 
capital will hurt Nevada credit unions ‘to varying degrees,’ said the commissioner of the 
Financial Institutions Division. ‘It is going to weaken some more than others but not to 
the degree that we are alarmed. We are concerned but not alarmed,’ the commissioner 
said. The commissioner noted that the charge-offs are coming in the midst of a recession 
that has caused an increasing number of problem loans at financial institutions. 
Source: http://www.lvrj.com/business/44444867.html  

 
16. May 5, Bloomberg – (National) U.S. banks must raise debt without FDIC guarantee 

to exit TARP. The Treasury will tell U.S. banks that have received taxpayer funds that 
they must raise debt without a Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. guarantee as a condition 
for repaying the government, people familiar with the matter said. The Treasury will 
unveil conditions for repaying the Troubled Asset Relief Program money as soon as on 
May 6, the people said on condition of anonymity.  
Source: 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=azs0jsCmteUM&refer=ho
me  

 
 [Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 
 

17. May 6, Palm Beach Post – (Florida) Two dead when planes collide at Lantana 
airport. A plane leaving the Palm Beach County Park Airport in Lantana collided with 
another aircraft May 5, killing two people, according to Palm Beach County Fire-
Rescue. The two planes collided about 11:30 a.m. on one of the runways. The airport 
was closed immediately afterward, and firefighters were continuing to pour foam over 
both planes to prevent a potential fire or explosion. Witnesses said the crash occurred 
after a Beechcraft Bonanza lost power and clipped a Cessna that was on the ground, then 
plowed under a tractor-trailer. The Beechcraft’s pilot was a retired police officer who 
also drove the fuel truck at the airport, said an aircraft owner who knew the victim. Both 
planes were leaking fuel, according to fire rescue. An aerial view of the crash site did 
not show rescue officials taking people from either aircraft. The 79-year old pilot had 
taken off from the Lantana airport but turned back again, saying he was making a 
‘single-engine’ landing. The plane mowed down a tree, snapped power lines and burst 
into flames in the front yard of a neighborhood home. 
Source: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/breaking-news/story/1034926.html 

 
18. May 6, Aviation Herald – (International) British Airways B763 over Atlantic on May 

5th 2009, unruly passenger. A British Airways performing flight BA-297 from 
London, Heathrow, to Chicago O’Hare, Illinois had already left northern Scotland and 
was about one hour overhead the Atlantic, when the crew turned around and diverted to 
Glasgow, Scotland due to an unruly passenger on board. The aircraft landed safely and 
the passenger was arrested.  
Source: http://avherald.com/h?article=41935740&opt=4865 

   

http://www.lvrj.com/business/44444867.html
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19. May 6, United Press International – (Ohio) Cleveland bridge to be moved 4 inches. 

Construction workers in Cleveland face a Herculean task — moving the 70-million-ton 
Inner Belt Bridge 4 inches to the west, officials say. The west end of the span, which 
carries Interstate 90 over the Cuyahoga River, will be raised off its piers, set on greased 
plates and then jacked the inches necessary to get it realigned properly, the Plain Dealer 
reported May 6. Once in place, the bridge will be re-bolted to the piers. The project is 
being undertaken for safety reasons, a spokesman said. Relocating the bridge will help 
an expansion joint to work as designed. The joint is closed so tightly now that summer 
heat could cause it to jam or shut, putting more stress on the span. Ultimately, the bridge 
needs major repairs and likely replacement, the Cleveland newspaper said.  
Source: http://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2009/05/06/Cleveland-bridge-to-be-moved-4-
inches/UPI-56991241650479/ 

 
20. May 6, Aero-News Network – (Texas; National) PAMA supports FAA efforts to re-

test mechanics. After reports of Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) investigation 
of A&P testing centers in Texas and the subsequent claims that as many as 1300 
mechanics may have been ‘improperly’ certified over the course of well over a decade, 
the Professional Aviation Maintenance Association is stepping up to face the matter 
head-on. The FAA reports that some of the mechanics have been retested, but, because 
the mechanics are now dispersed around the world, retesting progress has been slowed. 
PAMA has gone on the record as supporting and commending the FAA’s attempts to 
correct this issue. PAMA says ‘While we support and commend the FAA’s attempts to 
correct the problem in Texas, we also encourage the Administration to recognize that the 
individuals going through these programs may not have understood they were not 
getting proper training. These individuals no doubt entered the industry placing their 
trust in a training institution to prepare them properly. We do not believe that these 
individuals should be working in the industry with their current training, but we do 
applaud the Administration for providing a mechanism for these unsuspecting 
individuals to come into compliance with Federal Aviation Regulations.’ 
Source: http://www.aero-news.net/index.cfm?ContentBlockID=b5678e8c-cede-4c64-
9e1d-a4d64c100912&#d 

 
[Return to top] 

Postal and Shipping Sector 
 

     See item 36 
 
 [Return to top] 

Agriculture and Food Sector  

 
21. May 7, Rapid City Journal – (South Dakota) Livestock losses could be in tens of 

thousands. Although exact loss numbers are still being figured, it is apparent that this 
year’s spring blizzards killed tens of thousands of cattle and sheep in the West River 
region. Based on estimates putting losses at between 15 percent and 20 percent in the 
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hardest-hit areas, the number of dead calves and cattle could hit 50,000 or more, with a 
potential economic loss of $25 million. Lamb and ewe losses in Butte County alone are 
estimated at 10,000 sheep. Other counties in northwestern sheep country could have 
similar losses. The cattle and sheep deaths, in some locations averaging between 20 
percent and 25 percent, have put added financial pressure on livestock producers, 
according to state Extension Service officials. In Harding County, average losses ranged 
between 20 percent and 25 percent, with some ranchers losing 50 percent of their calves 
and lambs, according to a livestock educator with the South Dakota State University 
(SDSU) Cooperative Extension Service, based in Buffalo. With 39,000 beef cows in the 
county, that could mean a loss of about 8,000 calves there. With fall lambs selling for 
about $100 apiece, a loss of 10,000, as in Butte County, equates to $1 million in lost 
revenue, said the Extension sheep specialist at SDSU. The livestock educator said many 
of the animals died of disease such as pneumonia and intestinal disorders caused by the 
cold wet storms. The Meade County Commissioners on Wednesday voted to ask for an 
agricultural disaster declaration. 
Source: 
http://www.rapidcityjournal.com/articles/2009/05/07/news/local/doc4a0243168704d726
137517.txt 

 
22. May 6, USAgNet – (Wisconsin) Thousands of gallons of milk missing from cheese 

plant. The owner of Cascade Cheese Co. near Sheboygan, Wisconsin reported the 
morning of May 4 that about 12,000 gallons of milk had been drained from a silo, and 
investigators are looking into whether foul play was involved. According to the 
Sheboygan Press, a cap that seals a pipe connected to the silo was found on the floor 
about after midnight May 4 by a milk hauler. Most of the milk went down the sewer, 
with the rest draining into a boiler room. ‘We don’t know if it’s an intentional act or an 
equipment malfunction,’ said captain of the Sheboygan County Sheriff’s Department. 
‘The owner thinks it’s an intentional act.’ The captain said the loss is estimated at 
$12,000 to $15,000. The milk was confirmed to have been seen in the silo on Sunday 
evening. 
Source: http://usagnet.com/story-national.php?Id=998&yr=2009 

 
23. May 6, Southwest Farm Press – (Texas) Wildfires cost Texas agriculture $35 million. 

With wildfires costing Texas agricultural producers about $35 million during March and 
April, Texas Agriculture Commissioner is requesting relief funding from the USDA 
Emergency Conservation Program. Sweeping North Texas wildfires over Easter 
weekend and recent weeks contributed to losses estimated at more than 220,000 acres of 
pasture, roughly 1,500 miles of fence and almost 500 cattle and calves. ‘Wildfires, 
hurricanes, drought and an economic downturn are hitting Texas producers hard,’ the 
Commissioner said. ‘Texas farmers and ranchers are a resilient bunch, but when disaster 
strikes it is essential to provide the assistance necessary for recovery, which is why I am 
requesting that the U.S Agriculture Secretary take certain actions.’  
Source: http://southwestfarmpress.com/news/wildfire-costs-0506/ 

 
24. May 5, USAgNet – (International) Alberta pig farm under flu quarantine. A central 

Alberta hog farm is under quarantine after pigs caught the same swine flu strain that is 

http://usagnet.com/story-national.php?Id=998&yr=2009
http://southwestfarmpress.com/news/wildfire-costs-0506/
http://www.rapidcityjournal.com/articles/2009/05/07/news/local/doc4a0243168704d726137517.txt
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sickened hundreds of people worldwide — news that some hog producers fear will add 
yet another shock to the already troubled pork industry in this province. The pigs were 
exposed to the virus after a worker in the family-run farm recently returned from 
Mexico with flu symptoms, in what’s believed to be the first time the new H1N1 
influenza A strain has been found in pigs, provincial and federal authorities announced 
May 2. Officials stressed the outbreak in the herd of 2,200 has been contained, and 
assured the public that the country’s food supply is safe and that there is no risk of 
contracting the illness by eating pork. In Ottawa, federal officials said more than 200 
infected pigs are recovering and no other farms in the area are showing signs of the 
outbreak. 
Source: http://usagnet.com/story-national.php?Id=977&yr=2009 

 
25. May 5, U.S. Food and Drug Administration – (National) LeClerc Foods announces a 

limited nationwide voluntary recall of Market Pantry Chocolate Chip Chewy 
Granola Bars due to unlabeled peanut allergen. The recall is for a single lot of 
Market Pantry Chocolate Chip Chewy Granola Bar packages with UPC Code 85239 
20124 and a ‘Best By’ date of 18JAN2010. The recall was initiated as a precautionary 
measure after it was discovered that product was mispackaged and the retail units may 
also contain Peanut Butter Chocolate Chip Bars and S’more Bars. As a result the 
ingredient statement on the retail package does not include peanuts as an ingredient. 
People who have allergies to peanuts run the risk of serious or life threatening allergic 
reactions if they consume this product. No illnesses or allergic reactions have been 
reported to date. This product was distributed in Target stores in 35 states. 
Source: http://www.fda.gov/oc/po/firmrecalls/leclerc05_09.html 

 
 [Return to top] 

Water Sector 
 
26. May 7, Valley Independent – (Pennsylvania) Neighbors want Rostraver to shut down 

sewer plant. More than 50 residents petitioned Rostraver Township commissioners 
May 6 to shut down a privately owned wastewater treatment plant. A Clair Manor 
resident told the board that the 40-year-old structure is unkempt and is a ‘zoning and 
health issue. We want it removed. Your Rostraver Township Sewage Authority wants it 
removed. It is currently is a heath hazard with sanitary sewer overflow…occurring as 
recently as December 2008, when thousands of gallons of raw sewage poured out of that 
plant, into my driveway, under my driveway and into the creek that flows behind Clair 
Manor, and ultimately into the Monongahela River.’ During a December meeting, the 
Rostraver Township Sewage Authority board agreed to have the plant torn down and 
had the blessing of its owner, who is a township commissioner. He was at that meeting 
and agreed the building is a health hazard. The agreement to tear down the facility fell 
through when 3R Development (the owner’s company) sold the building and lot about a 
year ago to a man who said he wants a new structure built if the existing one is torn 
down. The authority received a letter from the owner’s (3R Development) attorney 
February 26 telling the agency that it is not authorized to demolish the building. But the 
aforementioned resident told the commissioners they should raze the building now and 
clean the property because it is endangering Clair Manor residents. He said his research 

   

http://www.fda.gov/oc/po/firmrecalls/leclerc05_09.html
http://usagnet.com/story-national.php?Id=977&yr=2009
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revealed 10 residents living near the plant have been diagnosed with cancer over the past 
30 years. The commissioner chairman said the board would discuss the matter.  
Source: http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/news/s_624076.html 
 

27. May 7, Fort Worth Star-Telegram – (Texas) Lack of bracing may have caused fatal 
trench collapse in Arlington. A lack of proper cave-in protections may have led to the 
collapse of a trench that killed a Grand Prairie man on May 6 in Arlington, according to 
preliminary findings from a Fire Department official. The trench wall was not properly 
secured, and part of it fell on the worker, the assistant fire chief said. The death is the 
latest of about two dozen in trench collapses nationwide since January 2008, a number 
that has drawn the attention of Congress and led to calls for stronger worker protection.  
‘In my opinion, in 2009, there’s no reason workers die in trenches,’ said the chairwoman 
of the Occupational Health & Safety Section of the American Public Health Association. 
‘We have known for years how to shore trenches so they don’t collapse.’ The accident 
was at a new water tower on the east side of Arlington, near a fire station, and 
emergency crews arrived quickly. The ground was so saturated that workers had to set 
up new support walls as they tried to extricate the man. Rain began falling as they 
worked. It was unclear whether the trench was shored, or the walls reinforced. Any hole 
dug deeper than 5 feet must have a shear wall as protection against collapse, the 
chairwoman said. When the accident occurred, workers were preparing to switch 
utilities from a temporary water supply to the new tower, which they were flushing out. 
The contractor on the project is Fort Worth-based Landmark Structures. The man 
worked for a subcontractor on the project, which is near East Arkansas Lane and South 
Collins Street.  
Source: http://www.star-telegram.com/189/story/1362752.html 

28. May 6, Associated Press – (Iowa) Worker falls 30-feet in Waterloo water tower. A 
worker has been rescued after he fell 30-feet inside a water tower in Waterloo. Police 
say the man was sandblasting inside the water tower when he fell just after noon on May 
6.  Emergency crews worked for more than an hour to rescue the man. They climbed the 
tower and entered through a manhole to get into the water tower’s bowl. The injured 
man was then removed from the tower and lowered to the ground in a basket-type 
device. The Fire Chief says the worker was injured but he did not know the extent of the 
injuries. 
Source: http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-ia-
watertoweracciden,0,5813440.story 

29. May 6, Associated Press – (Washington) Work starts on Arlington wastewater plant. 
Work has started on a $30 million upgrade of Arlington’s wastewater treatment plant, 
the first project in Snohomish County to be paid for in part by federal stimulus money. 
The sewage plant is being improved to meet state requirements to reduce pollution on 
the Stillaguamish River and in Puget Sound. The plant already has reached 85 percent of 
capacity, and city officials say the expansion should give it sufficient capacity for the 
next 20 to 25 years. The job is expected to be completed by January 2011. 
Source: 
http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_wa_wastewater_plant.html?source=mypi 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/news/s_624076.html
http://www.star-telegram.com/189/story/1362752.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-ia-watertoweracciden,0,5813440.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-ia-watertoweracciden,0,5813440.story
http://www.seattlepi.com/local/6420ap_wa_wastewater_plant.html?source=mypi
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30. May 5, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – (Oklahoma) Four Oklahoma 

companies fined for violating the Clean Water Act. The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has fined four Oklahoma companies $4,150 for violating federal Spill 
Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) regulations outlined under the Clean 
Water Act. Federal inspections in December 2008 and January 2009 of oil production 
facilities found numerous violations. For example, inspections and tests required by 
SPCC regulations were not in accordance with written procedures and spill prevention 
briefings were not scheduled and conducted periodically. The inspections also revealed 
personnel working at the facilities had no training in several areas, including: operation 
and maintenance of equipment to prevent discharges; discharge procedure protocols; 
general facility operations and; applicable pollution control laws, rules and regulations. 
Source: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/d0cf6618525a9efb85257359003fb69d/8a24b6
c064a45ad9852575ad0069d3ce!OpenDocument 
 

For another story, see item 6 
 
[Return to top] 

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 
 

31. May 6, Bloomberg – (International) Mexico minister says WHO to develop swine flu 
vaccine. A World Health Organization specialist arrived Tuesday in Mexico City at the 
request of Mexican health officials to begin work on developing a vaccine for the swine 
flu virus that has killed more than 40 people. A vaccine would help protect Mexico and 
other countries from a resurgence of the virus, also known as A H1N1, when the 
Northern Hemisphere flu season begins in the fall, Mexico’s health minister said, adding 
that a new treatment takes about six months to develop. He said Mexico is beginning to 
gain control of the virus, which has infected 1,112 people in the country, killing 42. The 
WHO will hold off on announcing a definitive decision on whether drugmakers should 
start producing a swine flu vaccine until an advisory group meets May 14, the director 
of the WHO’s initiative on vaccine research told reporters in Geneva. The new vaccine 
would be produced after manufacturers finish making shots for the seasonal strain, she 
said. 
Source: 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601086&sid=axuNcSYiQUKU&refer=la
tin_america 

32.  
May 6, Voice of America News – (Maryland) Facility to speed delivery of new TB 
vaccines opens near Washington. The Aeras Foundation, a non-profit U.S. research 
group, has just launched a state-of-the-art tuberculosis vaccine manufacturing facility, 
located in Rockville, Maryland outside of Washington, D.C. The facility will be able to 
produce 200 million doses of new formula, enough quantity to meet current worldwide 
needs to fight a global TB epidemic. The research laboratory was inaugurated Tuesday, 
with U.S. and local public officials in attendance. Several new vaccines being created 
and tested will soon supplement the traditional, but limited BCG vaccine for 
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tuberculosis that was developed in 1921. Aeras’ senior director for external affairs 
confirms that the recently designed medications, engineered with support from the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation, are the first new TB vaccines to emerge in 88 years. 
Source: http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-05-06-voa3.cfm  

 
For another story, see item 34 

 
[Return to top] 

Government Facilities Sector 
 
33. May 6, KEYE 42 Austin – (Texas) Incident near Travis County Courthouse over; 

nothing suspicious found. A suspected pipe bomb reported Wednesday near the Travis 
County Courthouse in Downtown Austin turned out to be a car part. Travis County 
Sheriff’s deputies cleared the area and the courthouse was evacuated. The Austin Bomb 
Squad came to the scene and determined it was a car part. By noon the courthouse 
reopened. 
Source: http://www.keyetv.com/content/news/topnews/story/Incident-near-Travis-
County-Courthouse-over/UCFsT3LetUqFf4ke_6VNuQ.cspx 
 

34. May 6, Associated Press – (California) Navy cancels deployment due to swine flu. 
The Navy canceled the deployment of a San Diego-based ship and ordered its crew to be 
treated with anti-viral drugs after a crew member’s illness was confirmed as swine flu. A 
Navy spokesman said Tuesday there also were about 50 suspected cases of the virus 
from crew members on board the USS Dubuque. He said the crew member with the 
virus and those suspected of being ill from it have completed treatment with the anti-
viral drug Tamiflu and are recovering. The spokesman said the ship’s June 1 
deployment on a humanitarian mission to the South Pacific was canceled out of an 
‘abundance of caution.’ The Navy was exploring options to still meet its commitments, 
the spokesman said. As a precaution, the other 370 crew members who were not 
showing symptoms of the virus began taking preventive treatment at the beginning of 
the month. The ship is now being cleaned and disinfected at the naval base in San 
Diego. 
Source: http://www.military.com/news/article/navy-cancels-deployment-due-to-swine-
flu.html?ESRC=topstories.RSS 

 
35. May 5, KVAL 13 Eugene – (Oregon) UO building evacuated after bag found locked 

to handrail in bathroom. A backpack found locked to a handrail in the bathroom at a 
University of Oregon academic building prompted campus safety officers to evacuate 
the south portion of the building for about an hour while law enforcement responded. 
Students and staff were notified of the evacuation by an e-mail message at 
approximately 11:30 A.M. Eugene police, the metro bomb squad, and the Department of 
Homeland Security responded to campus and determined the bag was harmless. Police 
officers learned a student had locked the bag to the rail for safe keeping while he 
attended class. Police cited a 19 year-old on suspicion of disorderly conduct. The 
citation carries a base fine of $255 through the Eugene Municipal Court. 
Source: http://www.kval.com/news/local/44383222.html 
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For another story, see item 10 

 
 [Return to top] 

Emergency Services Sector 
 

36. May 7, Associated Press – (Virginia) Virginia State Police testing white powder 
mailed to headquarters. Virginia State Police officials are awaiting lab test results to 
identify a white, powdery substance in an envelope mailed to the agency’s headquarters. 
A spokeswoman says that an employee found the substance Wednesday afternoon while 
opening mail in the criminal justice information services division. It was in an envelope 
with a sex-offender registration form, but there was no written threat. She said the 
ventilation system was shut down on that floor, which was evacuated. Hazardous-
materials teams determined that there was not any immediate danger, and transported 
the powder to the state laboratory. The employee, supervisor and two others who were 
near the substance were quarantined and monitored. They have not shown any 
symptoms of illness.  
Source: http://www.wric.com/global/story.asp?s=10318883 

 
37. May 7, Florida Today – (Florida) Man hurt as police hit wrong residence. News of 

the botched daytime raid by the Melbourne, Florida Police Department’s SWAT team 
prompted the police chief to order an internal review of the April 29 operation that 
targeted the wrong apartment with a search warrant. ‘We went into the wrong location. 
The target was right next door, and neither was marked,’ he said Wednesday. ‘I looked 
at the briefing material, and everything was done well, but I want us to step back and 
interview witnesses, retrace our steps and fix any problems. We want to figure out what 
went wrong,’ he added. 
Source: http://www.floridatoday.com/article/20090507/NEWS01/905070319/1006    

 
38. May 6, Government Computer News – (National) Coast Guard to harness ocean data 

to improve search and rescue. New data from a multidisciplinary ocean information 
system is expected to improve search-and-rescue efforts along U.S. coastlines. The new 
datasets from the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) include surface-current 
maps generated using information from high-frequency radar systems that measure the 
speed and direction of ocean surface currents in near-real time. The Coast Guard can use 
the maps to track probable paths of shipwreck victims and drifting lifeboats under its 
Search and Rescue Optimal Planning System. A system that creates 24-hour forecasts 
for sea surface currents based on the most recent ocean observations will also be 
available in the mid-Atlantic region. IOOS is part of a joint effort by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Ocean Observing 
Regional Association, the U.S. Coast Guard, and the Homeland Security Department. 
Source: http://gcn.com/articles/2009/05/06/noaa-ocean-data-tool.aspx   

 
39. May 6, Tucson Citizen – (Arizona) Computer virus plagues TPD for two weeks. 

About 200 Tucson Police Department computers were affected by a virus, but all were 
taken out of service and checked out, said the city’s chief information officer. About 25 
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computers are still down, undergoing a slow reconstruction, she said. Patrol car laptops 
and communications systems were not affected because they are on separate networks, 
she said. But for days, at least some officers were unable to write reports, input evidence 
or access records. It left many officers wondering how they did their job before 
computers became commonplace. ‘We did more by cell phone,’ an officer said of the 
past two weeks. ‘You had to think of things to do that don’t involve computers.’ The 
newly installed police had a more positive spin on the episode. He said it represented a 
healthy reality check, a test of bureaucratic reorganization and an indicator of social 
change. Having so many computers out of service at one time tested how TPD would 
function if there were a more serious emergency, he said. ‘We have got to be flexible,’ 
he said.  
Source: http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/daily/local/115960.php  

 
[Return to top]  

Information Technology 
 

40. May 6, eWeek – (International) New Mac malware too buggy to build botnet, Sophos 
says. Security researchers at multiple vendors have reported finding a new piece of 
malware targeting Macs. The good news for Mac users, it is not quite up to snuff, 
according to Sophos. Dubbed Tored, the malware is actually a worm that installs a 
backdoor on infected systems and attempts to steal e-mail addresses from infected Mac 
computers. The goal, written right into the worm’s RealBasic source code, is to create 
the ‘First Mac OS X Botnet.’ In addition to stealing e-mail addresses, the malware also 
records some keystrokes and attempts to copy itself to removable disk. However, 
according to Sophos, bugs in the worm’s code make it unlikely to spread. According to 
Sophos, the worm tries to forward itself through e-mail using a SMTP server that 
is inactive. In addition, the command and control server it contacts to receive 
instructions does not exist. The worm represents a break from tradition for the limited 
amount of Mac malware out there, as it is ‘e-mail-aware,’ as opposed to the Mac Trojans 
sometimes posted on Websites or peer-to-peer networks.’ A lot of Mac fans think that 
for something to be a worm then it requires no user interaction to spread,’ said a senior 
technology consultant at Sophos. ‘Although there are some Windows worms like that 
(for instance, Sasser and Code Red), many of the pieces of malware that we consider to 
be worms (for instance, The Love Bug, Anna Kournikova, etc.) did require user 
interaction and spread quite successfully.’  
Source: http://www.eweek.com/c/a/Security/New-Mac-Malware-Too-Buggy-to-Build-
Botnet-Sophos-Says-725929/  

 
41. May 6, BetaNews – (International) First Windows 7 RC patch turns off ‘hang time’ 

correction in IE8. Perhaps Google Chrome’s most innovative architectural feature is 
the way it relegates Web page tabs to individual processes, so that a crash takes down 
just the tab and not the whole browser. In addressing the need for a similar feature 
without overhauling their entire browser infrastructure, the engineers of Microsoft 
Internet Explorer 8 added a simple timeout mechanism that gives users a way to close a 
tab that appears unresponsive. As it turns out, there are quite a few legitimate reasons 
why a Web page might appear unresponsive although it is really doing its job. One of 
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them concerns debugging with Visual Studio, as this user of StackOverflow.com 
discovered. When a tab goes dead in IE8, not only is a message sent to the user giving 
the user a way to dismiss either the tab or the message, but another message is sent to 
Microsoft as well, and that is one of its indicators of how well IE8 is performing. In a 
blog post on May 4, IE8 engineers reported an uptick in the number of hung tab reports 
it received from users of the Windows 7 Release Candidate, one day before the general 
public got its turn. ‘Based on the initial, Microsoft-internal, data after putting this in the 
product, we thought the experience was unobtrusive and overall better for users because 
it provides more information to improve the product,’ the team wrote. ‘As more data has 
started to come in from external Win7 users, we have seen an increase in reports. We are 
watching the data very closely to understand how well this works for the larger set of 
users. If we see data that makes us think this is not a good experience, then we will 
release an update to address it.’ 
Source: http://www.betanews.com/article/First-Windows-7-RC-patch-turns-off-hang-
time-correction-in-IE8/1241621592  

 
Internet Alert Dashboard 

 
 To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US−CERT at soc@us−cert.gov or visit their 

 Website:  http://www.us-cert.gov. 

 Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and Analysis Center) 

 Website:  https://www.it-isac.org/. 

 
[Return to top] 

Communications Sector 
 

42. May 6, BucksLocalNews.com – (Pennsylvania) Cell tower in the heart of the 
Morrisville? T-Mobile proposed 100-foot three sided-cell tower with a clock on top has 
been proposed for the parking lot at the Morrisville Shopping Center, located at East 
Trenton and Pennsylvania avenues, in Morrisville Borough. The three-sided clock 
would conceal nine antennae. The tower would be situated near the East Trenton 
Avenue entrance to the shopping center. T-Mobile Northeast LLC and a Morrisville 
attorney are co-applicants. Stockham owns the shopping center. They are seeking three 
variances to the Morrisville Borough Code. The Morrisville Borough Zoning Board held 
a hearing May 5 about the proposed project and the request for variances. According to 
board members, cell towers are not a permitted use in this commercial zone. Also, the 
project would take away eight or nine spaces from the existing shopping center, which 
already does not meet the parking requirements. And the height is higher than what is 
allowed. The zoning law allows structures in this area to be a maximum of 40 feet high. 
A handful of residents and council members attended the hearing. Some in attendance 
said they do not like the idea of a tower at the proposed location. A spokesman said if 
the cell tower is erected, people calling 9-1-1- from their vehicles could be located by 
the dispatcher. A witness for T-Mobile said the company would not install chain link 
fencing with barbed wire as the plans initially indicated. Instead, a white wall would 
surround the concrete base. T-Mobile had offered to bring visuals depicting what the 
clock tower would look like. The zoning board members said they needed more data. 
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Source: 
http://www.buckslocalnews.com/WebApp/appmanager/JRC/Weekly;!573812432?_nfpb
=true&_pageLabel=pg_wk_article&r21.pgpath=%2FBLN%2FHome&r21.content=%2F
BLN%2FHome%2FTopStoryList_Story_2735415 

 
 [Return to top] 

Commercial Facilities Sector 
 

43. May 7, USA Today – (California) Santa Barbara fire burns homes, spurs 
evacuations. High winds and scorching temperatures pushed a mountain wildfire into 
the seaside resort community of Santa Barbara, destroying at least a dozen homes and 
forcing thousands of people to flee. Fire officials extended mandatory evacuations to at 
least 5,000 homes. A state of emergency proclamation by the governor of California said 
more than 8,000 people were evacuated, according to the Associated Press. At least a 
dozen homes, some of them huge mansions, were reduced to rubble but authorities had 
no precise figure. A county spokeswoman said the evacuation order was extended to 
businesses on much of State Street, the main street of the city. She said the fire had 
reached the city’s borders. In parts of Santa Barbara, home to celebrities, millionaires, 
and a campus of the University of California system, life was near normal despite the 
threat looming in the rugged Santa Ynez mountains above. There were 884 firefighters 
battling the blaze, along with six airplanes and five state helicopters dumping fire 
retardant and water, said a county spokeswoman. Firefighters named the blaze the 
Jesusita Fire. The cause of the fire remains under investigation.  
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/weather/wildfires/2009-05-07-santa-barbara-
wildfire_N.htm 
See item 2 

 
44. May 7, WCBS 2 New York – (New York) Partial roof collapse causes evacuations in 

Brooklyn. The New York City fire department says the roof of a vacant Brooklyn 
building has partially collapsed, and residents of nearby buildings have been evacuated. 
Fire officials said the incident happened early Thursday morning at 217 Court Street in 
the Cobble Hill neighborhood of the borough. ‘This is a common occurrence when we 
get rain. We’ve had a few days of rain and the old buildings can’t handle the weight,’ 
said the fire chief. Buildings department and emergency management officials will 
determine if there is any structural damage to either of the neighboring buildings. But an 
initial inspection leaves no doubt that most, if not all of 217 Court Street will need to be 
demolished. They say there are no reports of injuries. It was not immediately clear how 
many residents were forced from their homes.  
Source: http://wcbstv.com/topstories/partial.building.collapse.2.1003493.html 
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National Monuments & Icons Sector 
 

45. May 7, Knight Ridder – (Massachusetts) Stars, stories stolen from memorial. Three 
small bronze star medallions attached to a Vietnam memorial in North Andover, 
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Massachusetts were stolen. The memorial director, who had helped raise money to build 
the Vietnam Fallen Heroes Memorial at North Andover High School, noticed three of 
the six were missing last week. Another had been tampered with. The medallions are 
connected to data chips that hold information on each Marine, Soldier and Sailor. By 
connecting a personal digital assistant, such as a Palm Pilot, to the star, people can 
download the men’s photographs and life stories. The stars are about the size of a silver 
dollar. 
Source: http://www.military.com/news/article/stars-stories-stolen-from-
memorial.html?col=1186032310810&ESRC=topstories.RSS 

 
[Return to top] 

Dams Sector 
 

46. May 7, Summit Daily News – (Colorado) Dam Road barriers to go active in a couple 
weeks. The automated protective barriers sitting dormant on Dillon Dam Road since 
December could become active again in the next couple of weeks, said a Denver Water 
spokeswoman. Law-enforcement officers stopped guarding either end of Dillon Dam 
last fall, and Denver Water security has been the primary daytime defense against a 
potential attack on the 231-foot-high earthen structure holding Dillon Reservoir’s 83 
billion gallons of water. The security people do not have authority to pull over a vehicle. 
‘Our rule is that if we are in a position to safely stop traffic to prevent an oversized 
vehicle from violating these ordinance[s], we will attempt to do so,’ according to an e-
mail from the spokeswoman. Since its closure in July 2008 and an ensuing public 
outcry, the road is open daily from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Vehicles such as dump trucks, 
semi-trucks and large delivery vans have been prohibited from the road.  
Source: 
http://www.summitdaily.com/article/20090507/NEWS/905069955/1078&ParentProfile
=1055 

 
47. May 6, WSFA 12 Montgomery – (Alabama) Ala. Power opens dam gates. Because of 

recent heavy rains and additional forecast rainfall, Alabama Power has opened spillway 
gates at its Coosa River dams to help manage rising lake levels. Two storage reservoirs 
on the Coosa — Weiss Lake and Lake Logan Martin — will go above summer pool 
levels and are expected to continue to rise in the coming days. Spillway gates are 
operating at Weiss, Logan Martin, Lay, Mitchell and Jordan dams and will be opened at 
Neely Henry later on May 6. Smith Lake, on the Black Warrior River, is above summer 
pool and will continue to rise as rains continue. Alabama Power will continue to closely 
monitor conditions on the lakes and manage resources carefully. Individuals with boats 
and other water-related equipment and facilities should always be alert to changing 
conditions on Alabama Power reservoirs and be prepared to take the necessary steps to 
protect their property. 
Source: http://www.wsfa.com/Global/story.asp?S=10314864&nav=0RdE 

 
48. May 6, Pensacola News Journal – (Florida) Bear Lake closed for 30 days. Bear Lake 

inside the Blackwater River State Forest was closed to all access on May 6 due to the 
severe erosion of the lake’s dam and spillway complex, according to the Florida Fish 
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and Wildlife Conservation Commission, which manages the lake. The erosion is a result 
of rain over the last several weeks. The 107-acre lake is located in northeast Santa Rosa 
County. The closure order is for 30 days, but could be extended if the damage takes 
longer to repair, according to a spokesperson for the commission. The adjoining 
campground, which is managed by the state Division of Forestry, has been closed, but 
an announcement on that issue is expected from the division later May 6, he said. 
Source: http://www.pnj.com/article/20090506/NEWS01/90506016 

49. May 6, Leaf-Chronicle – (Kentucky; Tennessee) Dams opened, but little effect seen 
locally. Bear Lake inside the Blackwater Heavy rains across the Southeast filled rivers 
and lakes on May 6, setting off flood watches and warnings. In response, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers said it allowed more water through its Cumberland River dams — 
particularly Wolf Creek in Russell County, Kentucky, and Center Hill in Lancaster, 
Tennessee — to help slow the recent rise of lakes and protect those damaged structures. 
But a Corps civil engineer said Clarksville should not see much effect from the rising 
Cumberland. He said Cheatham Dam upstream should hold steady through May 11, 
while downstream, flood control at Barkley Dam ‘shouldn’t change a whole lot. 
Clarksville shouldn’t get much higher, and you may go down in the next few days,’ he 
said. But, he cautioned, with another storm expected on May 8 or 9, those levels could 
go back up.  
Source: http://www.theleafchronicle.com/article/20090507/NEWS01/905070329 
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DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report Contact Information 

About the reports − The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is a daily [Monday through 
Friday] summary of open−source published information concerning significant critical infrastructure 
issues. The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is archived for ten days on the Department of 
Homeland Security Website: http://www.dhs.gov/iaipdailyreport 

Contact Information 
Content and Suggestions: Send mail to NICCReports@dhs.gov or contact the DHS Daily 
 Report Team at (202) 312-3421 
  
Subscribe to the Distribution List:  Visit the DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report and follow 
 instructions to Get e-mail updates when this information changes. 
  
Removal from Distribution List: Send mail to support@govdelivery.com.  

Contact DHS 
To report physical infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact the National Infrastructure 
Coordinating Center at nicc@dhs.gov or (202) 282−9201. 
To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US−CERT at soc@us−cert.gov 
or visit their Web page at www.us-cert.gov.  
 
Department of Homeland Security Disclaimer 
The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is a non−commercial publication intended to educate and 

inform personnel engaged in infrastructure protection. Further reproduction or redistribution is subject to original 
copyright restrictions. DHS provides no warranty of ownership of the copyright, or accuracy with respect to the 
original sinal soourceurce m maaterial. terial. 
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