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Current Nationwide  

Threat Level 
 
  ELEVATED 

 
  Significant Risk of Terrorist Attacks
    
   For information, click here: 
   http://www.dhs.gov 

Top Stories  

 Detroit News reports that officials are investigating an explosion at the Continental 
Aluminum Corp. plant in Lyon Township, Michigan that injured several workers on April 
16. (See item 11) 

 According to the Los Angeles Times, a pharmacy technician showed up for work at Long 
Beach Memorial Medical Center in California on April 16, brandishing two handguns, 
killed his boss and another manager, and then fatally shot himself, witnesses said. (See 
item 27) 
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Energy Sector 
 
 Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels:  Physical:  ELEVATED, 

Cyber:  ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES−ISAC) − 
[http://www.esisac.com] 

1. April 16, WBZ 38 Allston – (Massachusetts) Valve accident evacuates area in Dracut, 
injures 2. Several homes and a supermarket were evacuated in Dracut after the valve 
cap of a gas line came loose, injuring two workers. The incident happened in the area of 
Hildreth and Pleasant Streets around 10:30 a.m. According to National Grid, two 
workers were performing routine maintenance work on a 4 inch high pressure valve in 
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front of a Hannaford’s supermarket on Pleasant Street, when a valve cap flew off and 
injured them. Both workers were taken to Boston Medical Center. One of the workers 
was taken for evaluation. The second worker required treatment of unknown injuries. 
Residents have been allowed back into their homes. According to the Dracut Fire 
Department, the cause of the accident may be linked to rusty bolts holding the valve.  
Source: http://wbztv.com/local/dracut.gas.main.2.986365.html 

 
2. April 16, KETV 7 Omaha – (Nebraska) OPPD to use helicopters for repair work. 

Workers with Omaha Public power District will begin the delicate task of replacing knee 
braces on 1,139 high-voltage transmission towers. The braces are used to support the 
cross arms on H-frame structures that hold the transmission lines. Workers will replace 
deteriorating wooden braces with steel braces. The work will be done using helicopters 
while each tower remains energized, according to OPPD. The transmission lines carry 
up to 345,000 volts of electricity. For comparison, a typical household carries 120 volts. 
The contract for the work was awarded to Haverfield International Inc. of Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, for more than $663,000. Work is expected to begin in May. 
Source: http://www.ketv.com/news/19198496/detail.html 

 
3. April 15, Reuters – (Indiana) Dominion, BP start up Indiana wind farm. Power 

company Dominion Resources and oil giant BP Plc said on April 15 they had started 
operations at a 400-megawatt wind farm in Benton County, Indiana that will generate 
enough power to supply 120,000 homes. The Fowler Ridge Wind Farm, developed by 
Dominion and BP’s BP Wind Energy arm, is about 90 miles northwest of Indianapolis, 
and could be expanded to 750 MW, the companies said. Dominion and BP each own 50 
percent of a 300-MW parcel of the farm, while BP owns the remaining 100 MW 
outright. The cost and other financial details of the project were not released. Fowler 
Ridge, built by RMT Inc, uses 182 Vestas 1.65 MW turbines and 40 Clipper 2.5 MW 
turbines. 
Source: http://uk.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idUKN1549497020090415 

 
[Return to top] 

Chemical Industry Sector 
 
4. April 17, Point Pleasant Register – (West Virginia) Railcar leak causes hazmat 

response. Fluid on the outside of a railcar near the M&G Polymers plant initiated a 
hazardous materials call for local emergency responders April 16. Around 8:15 a.m., an 
employee at M&G Polymers noticed that one of the CSX railcars had some liquid on the 
outside and notified officials at the plant, according to a safety officer. The car was on 
the CSX tracks adjacent to the plant. She then notified the Mason County Office of 
Emergency Services about the railcar. A small amount of a chemical known as 
plasticizer leaked from a Supresta tanker, officials said. Plasticizer is one of the fire-
retardant chemicals that is made at the Gallipolis Ferry plant. Crews with Supresta and 
CSX were on the scene of the incident cleaning up the site. The chemical is considered 
to be a small environmental hazard, but officials said the public was not in danger. 
Although it was not on the Supresta grounds, this is the third incident of a chemical leak 
from the plant this year. Because of the violations that were found, officials at the plant 
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are working to improve the prevention of leaks as well as notifying officials in Mason 
County, West Virginia and Gallia County, Ohio about any leak emergency. 
Source: http://www.mydailyregister.com/pages/full_story?article-
Railcar%20leak%20causes%20HAZMAT%20response%20=&page_label=home&id=2
331394-
Railcar+leak+causes+HAZMAT+response&widget=push&instance=secondary_news_l
eft_column&open=& 

5. April 17, KSLA 12 Shreveport – (Arkansas) An Arkansas chemical plant forces some 
evacuations. A crack in a tank at an El Dorado, Arkansas chemical plant has forced 
officials to declare a state of emergency. The tank at the Norphlet Chemical Plant 
contains hundreds of gallons of hydrofluoric acid. Norphlet schools were evacuated and 
classes were not held on April 17. The State Department of Environmental Quality has 
ordered an engineer to inspect the tank at the plant. A Union County judge says the 
evacuations are just precaution, because no leak has been found. 
Source: http://www.ksla.com/Global/story.asp?S=10200547&nav=menu50_2 

6. April 17, Gary Post Tribune – (Indiana) Crash involving hazardous chemicals closes 
I-65. Interstate 65 was closed for 20 miles in both directions for more than 8 hours on 
April 16 after three trucks, including one carrying hazardous materials, crashed about 3 
miles south of the DeMotte exit. Two drivers were injured and transported to Jasper 
County Hospital, but their names and conditions were not available at press time. The 
accident occurred around 3:45 p.m. in the northbound lanes at the 227 mile marker. It 
closed I-65 between Indiana 2 (exit 240) in Lowell to Indiana 14 (exit 220) in Fair Oaks. 
Traffic backed up in either direction for miles as vehicles were rerouted to U.S. 41 from 
the south. The highway remained closed at 1 a.m. April 17. The Lake County Hazardous 
Materials Team was called to the scene since one of the trucks overturned. It contained 
80 50-gallon drums of a highly flammable chemical known as pro-pylformate, 
according to the Jasper County Emergency Management director. Officials were 
working to determine if there were any leaks. 
Source: http://www.post-trib.com/news/1531282,crash.article 

7. April 16, Midland Daily News – (National) Dow Chemical, railroad report on 
chemical shipping safety. The Dow Chemical Company and Union Pacific Railroad 
announced recently they have made progress on the mutually-set goals designed to 
enhance the safe transport of chemicals across the United States. The two companies 
issued a progress report of the goals outlined in March 2007 to build on their long 
history of working together to improve safety and security in chemical transportation. 
The agreement includes specific transportation enhancements the companies pledged to 
achieve together by 2017 or sooner. With over 160,000 miles of track by all railroads in 
the United States, Dow and Union Pacific pledged to enhance chemical transportation 
through a variety of innovative solutions and public-private partnerships. From industry-
wide railway crossing safety initiatives and Global Positioning Satellite sensors that 
track railcar movements, to designing the next generation of rail tank cars, the range is 
far reaching. By working with local and national safety agencies, the combined work is 
developing products and processes that are safer than ever before. More importantly 
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these joint improvements are helping companies to better manage their inventories and 
supply chain from beginning to end. Dow and Union Pacific’s eight jointly-created 
goals are consistent with the principles and practices of Responsible Care, a voluntary 
chemical industry initiative that Dow and other leading companies helped establish in 
1985 to drive continuous improvement in the safe and secure manufacture, distribution 
and use of chemical products. 
Source: http://ourmidland.com/articles/2009/04/16/local_news/1719281.txt 

 
8. April 16, WCTV 6 Tallahassee – (Florida) Chemical spill on Lanier-Lowndes County 

line. Lanier County deputies say around 4:16 a.m. on April 16, a truck driver swerved 
his vehicle to miss a deer on Hwy 84 and his vehicle flipped in the air and spilled 
sodium hydroxide. Deputies say the chemical is not a hazard to the environment and the 
spill was contained to the road. No injuries were reported for the driver of the truck. 
Hwy 84 is closed to motorists and the truck is still on its side. 
Source: http://www.wctv.tv/home/headlines/43112667.html 
 

 
[Return to top] 

Nuclear Reactors, Materials, and Waste Sector 
 

9. April 17, Reuters – (Wisconsin) Dominion Wisc. Kewaunee reactor manually shut. 
Dominion Resources manually shut the 556-megawatt Kewaunee nuclear power unit in 
Wisconsin late Thursday and the unit remained shut early on April 17, according to 
reports from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). “On April 16 it was 
discovered that the procedure for calibrating low steam line pressure safety injection 
lead/lag units may not ensure that the technical specifications setpoint requirements 
were met,” the NRC said in its event report. The plant was placed in hot shutdown mode 
late on April 16. No further information was immediately available. 
Source: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssIndustryMaterialsUtilitiesNews/idUSN17384750200
90417 

 
10. April 16, Platts – (New Jersey) Tritium found in water in underground vault at 

Oyster Creek. Water containing tritium was discovered at Oyster Creek in an 
underground concrete vault, Exelon Nuclear said in a statement on April 16. The vault 
houses electrical lines and equipment, and “plant engineers are working to determine 
how the tritium might have entered the space,” the company said. Exelon Nuclear said 
the water appeared to be contained in the vault and posed no threat to plant workers or 
the public. More than 800 gallons of water containing tritium were discovered April 14 
in the vault about 50 yards from the plant turbine building, Exelon Nuclear said. The 
water was pumped out of the vault into 55-gallon drums for testing, an Exelon Nuclear 
spokesman said. Initial analysis of water samples showed a tritium concentration 
“slightly greater” than 100,000 picocuries per liter of water, the company said. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s federal regulatory limit for tritium in drinking water 
is 20,000 picocuries per liter, but Exelon Nuclear said laboratory tests of 32 onsite 
monitoring wells on March 11 “showed no detectable levels of tritium in the 
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groundwater near the plant.” Those wells are tested twice a year and will be sampled 
again to follow up on the discovery of tritium, the spokesman said. The company 
notified state and federal authorities, including the NRC, he said.  
Source: 
http://www.platts.com/Nuclear/News/7803590.xml?sub=Nuclear&p=Nuclear/News&?u
ndefined&undefined 

 
[Return to top] 

Critical Manufacturing 
 

11. April 17, Detroit News – (Michigan) Investigators look for cause of blast at 
aluminum plant. While the investigation continues into what caused a blast sending 
three workers to the hospital with injuries, the operators of Continental Aluminum said 
Friday at no time was there a gas leak as initially reported. Continental Aluminum on 
Milford Road resumed operations Friday as it continues its investigation into an 
explosion that occurred Thursday night inside the recycling plant. The Michigan 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) is on the scene to conduct 
an independent investigation. Lyon Township Fire Department and emergency crews, as 
well as the Oakland County Sheriff’s Department, responded immediately to the 
incident around 10 p.m. Thursday. Three of five workers inside the plant suffered 
injuries: two were treated and released for smoke inhalation and a third, who has minor 
burns, was hospitalized overnight for observation. All three are expected to return to 
work the week of April 20, a company statement said. According to a statement released 
Friday, the explosion occurred inside the charge well of one of the furnaces inside the 
plant. A charge well is the area where the scrap material is introduced into the furnace. 
Fire officials turned the gas line off at the plant as a precautionary measure and 
authorized Continental Aluminum to turn the line back on Fridaymorning. Milford Road 
was also closed as a precautionary measure and has since reopened. The plant did not 
suffer any damage that would disrupt further operations, no hazardous materials were 
involved, and the local community was not at risk, according to the company’s press 
release.  
Source: 
http://www.detnews.com/article/20090417/METRO02/904170446/1361/Investigators+l
ook+for+cause+of+blast+at+aluminum+plant 

 
12. April 16, Cincinnati Enquirer – (Ohio) Ford plant’s fumes hospitalize workers. Ten 

workers at Ford Motor Co.’s factory in Sharonville experienced nausea and dizziness on 
April 16 when a piece of equipment malfunctioned, releasing fumes into a small area of 
the plant, a Ford representative said. The incident was reported to dispatchers at about 9 
a.m. and drew emergency squads from at least four jurisdictions and a hazmat team. 
Facility-related equipment and not production equipment was the cause of the incident, 
said a Ford spokeswoman. Production at the factory was not impacted and the area of 
the plant with the faulty equipment was evacuated. Crews treated 12 people on scene 
and transported three to Bethesda North Hospital. Air in the affected area of the plant 
was ventilated and tested, and workers were authorized to return at 10:32 a.m. 
Source: http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20090416/NEWS01/304160092 
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13. April 16, Flight International – (International) AAIB calls for smoke warning 

following 777 fire beneath cockpit. An electrical fire beneath the flightdeck floor of a 
United Airlines Boeing 777-200 reached a temperature of more than 1,000 degrees 
Celsius without generating any fire or smoke warnings for the pilots, says a U.K. Air 
Accidents Investigation Branch report. The event occurred at London Heathrow airport 
on February 26, 2007 just after the crew had started the engines, and the fire was 
identified when a tug driver told the crew that smoke was coming from the main 
equipment centre vent. The fire began when intense arcing and short-circuiting took 
place in and around the contacts of the right generator circuit breaker and right bus tie 
breaker in the P200 power panel just after the power from the integrated drive generator 
came on line following engine start. Molten metal from the P200 panel started dripping 
on to the insulation blankets below it, which ignited despite their flame-retardant 
characteristics. The crew received several electrical system warnings on their engine 
indicating and crew alerting system (EICAS) displays, including a separate indication 
when the right integrated drive generator power supply was interrupted, and another to 
show that the bus tie connection had tripped. The AAIB say the initial cause of the fire 
was the failure of contacts in the right generator circuit breaker and right bus tie breaker, 
but the root cause of that failure is not known because of the damage caused by the 
intense heat. One recommendation is that a tray must be sited below the power panels to 
catch drops of molten metal should a contact fail again, because this will prevent the 
drips igniting the insulation blanket below them. Among other recommendations, 
however, the AAIB says that the crew should be warned directly of smoke in the main 
equipment center, and the power panels should be designed to isolate automatically 
contacts that are short-circuiting. The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration and Boeing 
are acting on these. The AAIB notes that, because power panel contacts had previously 
failed, the manufacturer was already seeking remedies before the Heathrow event. 
Source: http://www.flightglobal.com/articles/2009/04/16/325240/aaib-calls-for-smoke-
warning-following-777-fire-beneath.html 

 
[Return to top] 

Defense Industrial Base Sector 
 

14. April 16, Wichita Eagle – (Kansas) Hawker faces whistle-blower lawsuit. A whistle-
blowers’ case against TECT Aerospace and Hawker Beechcraft alleges fraud and 
dangerous practices in the building of wing spars for special mission King Air and T-6A 
trainers for the military. The suit alleges that “fracture critical” wing spars made at 
Turbine Engine Components Technologies Corp.’ s Wellington facility did not comply 
with procedures and contractual requirements. The wing spar is the main structure in the 
wing that provides its strength. The suit seeks to recover damages and civil penalties on 
behalf of the United States in connection with the sale of the aircraft to the government. 
It also seeks damages on behalf of the whistle-blowers, two former employees of TECT 
who allege they were unfairly discharged. In July 2007, Hawker Beechcraft temporarily 
stopped deliveries of its T-6A Texan II trainers to the U.S. Air Force and Navy because 
a “supplier” for the plane’s wing spars made an unapproved process change, the 
company said at the time. The company also said at the time that it had performed 
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testing on the process and found no defects in the trainers that were flying or awaiting 
delivery. 
Source: http://www.kansas.com/business/story/774949.html 

 
[Return to top] 

Banking and Finance Sector 
 

15. April 15, Wall Street Journal – (National) Banking group warns against FDIC wind-
down authority. A top U.S. banking industry trade group said it opposes giving the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. the authority to wind-down large nonbank financial 
institutions. The American Bankers Association, a top industry lobbying group, said in a 
letter to the Treasury Secretary that it was concerned about the possible cost to banks if 
the FDIC’s authority to deal with struggling firms was expanded. “The FDIC would 
likely have ongoing costs to be in a position to deal with nonbank resolutions,” which 
would probably fall on the banking industry to pay, the ABA president said in an April 
14 letter to the Treasury Secretary. Additionally, the group questioned whether the FDIC 
had the expertise necessary to wind-down a major financial institution on the brink of 
collapse. The agency currently deals with resolving failed banks, but the ABA president 
noted that many of those firms are smaller than the systemically important financial 
firms that have been in trouble over the last year. 
Source: 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123981480207921705.html?mod=googlenews_wsj  

 
 [Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 
 

16. April 17, Aviation Herald – (International) LAN Argentina B763 near Buenos Aires 
on Apr 16th 2009, medical emergency turns unruly. A LAN Argentina Boeing 767-
300 performing flight 4M-4520 (departure April 15) from Buenos Aires Ezeiza, 
Argentina to Miami, Florida returned to Buenos Aires about 1.5 hours into the flight, 
when a female passenger became unruly. The airplane landed safely about 3.5 hours 
after departure. The passenger was taken to hospital. The flight had to be delayed by a 
total of 14.5 hours until it could depart again. The airline reported that the woman took 
tranquilizers before flight being nervous to fly. After departure she started to feel unwell 
and developed seizures prompting a doctor on board to recommend landing. While the 
airplane was heading back to Ezeiza Airport, the woman improved again so much that 
fellow passengers started to complain about the return. In response the woman attacked 
other passengers and the cabin crew. Doctors in the hospital determined that the woman 
had consumed a combination of tranquilizers and alcohol causing the upset. 
Source: http://avherald.com/h?article=41830feb&opt=1 

 
17. April 17, Mass High Tech – (Maine; National) Maine startup AEWC uses composite 

tech to inflate bridge supports. Dubbed a “bridge in a backpack,” researchers at the 
University of Maine Advanced Engineered Wood Composite Center have developed an 
inflatable, tubular structure system aimed at bolstering the crumbling bridge 
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infrastructure in the United States. Under development for several years, it was first 
deployed in February, and now a group of investors have backed a spinout called 
Advanced Infrastructure Technologies LLC (AIT) to commercialize the system. AIT’s 
technology is essentially an inflatable bridge — columns and supports that can be folded 
and shipped to almost any worksite at a fraction of the cost of rigid materials. Once on 
site, the tubes are inflated and put in place, becoming rigid overnight. With the structure 
formed, the tubes are filled with concrete to create a permanent skeleton. The tubes 
simultaneously act as molds, reinforcement (no rebar is used) and a protective coating 
for the concrete. The system has already been deployed in Pittsfield, Maine, where the 
University of Maine and the Maine Department of Transportation used the technology to 
build a 35-foot wide, 44-foot long bridge — the first in the world using what officials 
called a “rigified inflatable composite arch design.” But researchers said the technology 
could be used on larger spans. 
Source: http://www.masshightech.com/stories/2009/04/13/weekly20-Maine-startup-
AEWC-uses-composite-tech-to-inflate-bridge-supports.html 

 
18. April 16, Associated Press – (Arkansas) Man crashes truck through gate at Arkansas 

airport. A man in a pickup truck crashed through a fence gate at the Fort Smith airport, 
drove 100 yards and attempted to reach a parked airplane. The man, 28, would not have 
gotten anywhere after reaching the tarmac on April 16 — the plane was missing its 
propellers. Witnesses told police that the man said he needed to “get to Israel” and that 
he had “all the answers.” The man was arrested and taken to county jail. He faces 
charges of felony criminal mischief and misdemeanor criminal trespass. Police said the 
front gate and about 20 feet of fence were damaged. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hacJxBFNRKVieDAQhZ36jme
Qw1JwD97J430G0 

 
[Return to top] 

Postal and Shipping Sector 
 
19. April 16, KGET 17 Bakersfield – (California) Hazmat team investigating suspicious 

substance in letter to sheriff. Environmental health workers clad in white hazmat suits 
joined Kern County firefighters in investigating an envelope that spilled a white 
powdery substance when opened by staff members at the sheriff’s headquarters in 
Oildale. Investigators later said the powder was determined to be non-hazardous and 
likely talcum powder. The letter is addressed to the sheriff. It was opened around 1:30 
on April 16, the sheriff’s spokeswoman said. About 40 employees were evacuated from 
the building as a precaution. “The letter did not have a return address,” the 
spokeswoman said. Investigators did not immediately reveal what, if anything, the letter 
said. 
Source: http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/Hazmat-team-investigating-suspicious-
substance-in/Nv5vMMQm_0muzK1r19nKBw.cspx 

 
20. April 15, Barstow Desert Dispatch – (California) Vandals blow up mailboxes in Soap 

Mine area. In recent weeks, vandals have used explosives to destroy several mailboxes 
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in the Soap Mine Road area of Barstow, California. The most recent incident, in which 
three mailboxes were destroyed, was reported on April 11 on the 35100 block of Marks 
Road, said a Barstow sheriff’s station sergeant. A local resident, whose mailbox was 
among the ones hit that night, said the vandals apparently used some type of homemade 
explosive, possibly made out of manure and diesel fuel. Another area, whose mailbox 
was destroyed the previous weekend, said to her knowledge, at least six mailboxes had 
been hit in the past several weeks. She noted that neighbors had found chemical residue 
in the mailboxes afterwards. The postmaster at the Barstow Post Office said he is also 
concerned for the safety of the mail carriers. The post office is asking customers in the 
Soap Mine area to move their mail boxes closer to their houses, rather than leaving them 
in an isolated location on the side of the street, in hopes of dissuading the vandals. Postal 
inspectors are investigating the incidents, he said. The sergeant said the Barstow 
sheriff’s station also forwarded a report to the sheriff’s department bomb and arson 
detail. No arrests have been made. 
Source: 
http://www.desertdispatch.com/news/soap_5876___article.html/area_vandals.html 

 
 
 [Return to top] 

Agriculture and Food Sector  

 
21. April 16, Central Valley Business Times – (California) Feinstein: Action needed now 

on water crisis. Saying much of the Central Valley is teetering on the brink of 
economic disaster because of a lack of normal water flows for farm and ranch irrigation, 
a U.S. Senator from California is calling for a “targeted” strategy to address the 
problem. “The lack of water threatens to decimate the Valley economy, and some cities 
are already struggling with unemployment rates between 25 and 45 percent. We must 
reverse this trend,” stated the Senator in a letter to the director of the California 
Department of Water Resources. The letter was released Thursday afternoon by the 
Senator’s office. The letter follows a meeting convened by the Senator to bring together 
the major stakeholders — farmers, ranchers, and state and federal water and wildlife 
officials — to discuss possible solutions for the drought, including the need to move 
water south of the Delta. One answer being considered, according to the letter, is giving 
the Department of Water Resources authority from the State Water Resources Control 
Board to use the State Water Project Banks Pumping Plant to pump water for the users 
of the Central Valley Project. From the meeting, the director of the California 
Department of Water Resources agreed to ask the state officials tasked with managing 
the state’s fish and wildlife refuges that rely on water delivered by the Central Valley 
Water Project to pitch in. “The refuges are now receiving a 100 percent allocation of 
Level 2 water supplies while south-of-Delta agricultural users are currently getting a 0 
percent allocation. This discrepancy appears inconsistent with the Central Valley 
Improvement Act’s requirement that there be ‘a reasonable balance’ between refuge and 
agricultural water supplies,” the Senator writes. “If we are going to make a difference 
for the San Joaquin Valley’s water supply this year, significant steps also need to be 
taken by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Westlands Water District, and the San Luis Delta Mendota Water 
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Authority,” she says. “This is a crisis that requires action and decisiveness,” the Senator 
says.  
Source: http://www.centralvalleybusinesstimes.com/stories/001/?ID=11699 

22. April 16, Southwest Farm Press – (Texas) Cattle may have secondary injuries from 
fires. Analyzing injuries to cattle following a wildfire is important to minimize losses, 
said Texas AgriLife Extension Service specialists. “It might look like they’ve made it 
and there was no visible physical damage,” said the AgriLife Extension program leader 
for veterinary medicine. “However, it’s important to have them looked at by a 
veterinarian as soon as possible because there could be secondary problems that lead to 
infections and further problems.” Health disorders such as burned eyes, feet, udders, 
sheaths and testicles, as well as smoke inhalation with lung inflammation and edema, are 
the most common problems. Wildfires have ripped across thousands of acres of 
ranchland, trapping cattle and causing injuries, and in some cases death, said an 
associate department head for animal science and AgriLife Extension livestock 
specialist in College Station. In one single wildfire area, producers have lost more than 
100 head of cattle. Other producers are reporting secondary problems, such as scorched 
or burned cattle. “One of the immediate problems that have to be dealt with within two 
or three days is damage to the feet and the coronary band above the hoof,” the associate 
department head said. “It may take 10 days to two weeks for the damage to start 
showing. The cattle will start sloughing the hoof wall and develop secondary infections 
and become lame and unable or unwilling to stand.” Another major concern is for 
lactating cows and the potential to develop mastitis, he said. Damage to teats and udders 
will prevent calves from nursing. Calves that survived the fire have a higher risk of 
becoming “dogie” calves due to the inability to nurse or the loss of their dam. The fires 
came at a very inopportune time for ranchers who are beginning the calving season, said 
an AgriLife Extension livestock specialist in Amarillo. A veterinarian should be 
consulted to see if the animal can be treated. If not, decisions concerning sending them 
to market need to be made immediately before secondary complications develop. 
Monitoring should continue for weeks after the event, he said, because of the secondary 
complications that could be indicated by a cough or cloudy eyes in the animals. 
Source: http://southwestfarmpress.com/livestock/livestock-injuries-0416/ 

23. April 16, readMedia – (New York) Salmonella contamination in raw milk. The New 
York State agriculture commissioner Thursday warned consumers to not consume 
“unpasteurized” raw farm milk from the Laing farm in Potsdam, New York because it 
could possibly be contaminated with salmonella. A routine sample of the milk, taken by 
an inspector from the Division of Milk Control and Dairy Services on April 6, was 
subsequently tested by the Department’s Food Laboratory and discovered to be 
contaminated with salmonella. On April 10, the producer was notified of a preliminary 
positive test result and volunteered to suspend raw milk sales until the sample results 
were confirmed. Test results were confirmed on April 15, and the producer is prohibited 
from selling raw milk until subsequent sampling indicates that the product is free of 
pathogens. The Laing farm holds a department permit to legally sell raw milk at the 
farm. Samples are taken monthly and tested by the department to determine if the raw 
milk is free of pathogenic bacteria. To date, no illnesses are known by the department to 

http://www.centralvalleybusinesstimes.com/stories/001/?ID=11699
http://southwestfarmpress.com/livestock/livestock-injuries-0416/
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be associated with product from the Laing farm. 
Source: http://readme.readmedia.com/news/show/Consumer-Alert-Salmonella-
Contamination-in-Raw-Milk/558434 

 
24. April 16, Access North GA – (Georgia) OSHA cites Fieldale Farms with 22 violations, 

$73K in fines. The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) cited a Gainesville poultry processor with 22 workplace safety 
and health violations. Officials with the U.S. Department of Labor said those violations 
will levy $73,275 worth of fines against Fieldale Farms Poultry LLC. They said a 
January inspection of the company’s processing plant in Gainesville resulted in the 
agency proposing two repeat violations with $27,500 in proposed penalties, 18 serious 
violations with $45,775 in proposed penalties, and two less serious violations with no 
monetary penalties. The two repeat violations are for the company’s failure to provide 
standard guardrails for open-sided platforms, and using flexible cords and cables as a 
substitute for fixed wiring. Serious violations alleged include the company’s failure to 
annually train employees on hazards related to bloodborne pathogens and to make the 
Hepatitis B vaccine available to employees exposed to bloodborne pathogens. Safety 
training was not provided to all employees, exit routes were obstructed, and workers 
were exposed to noise and electrical hazards. The company failed to provide personal 
safety equipment and did not have machine guards on equipment. The two less serious 
citations were for the company’s failure to certify that all hazards of the permit required 
confined space had been eliminated, bloodborne pathogen training had been conducted 
and employees who declined the Hepatitis B vaccine had signed a declination form.  
Source: http://www.accessnorthga.com/detail.php?n=219644 

 
 [Return to top] 

Water Sector 
 
25. April 17, Muskegon Chronicle – (Michigan) Heights violated drinking water 

standards. Officials at the Muskegon Heights water filtration plant are trying to correct 
a problem that caused the facility to violate federal drinking water standards during the 
first three months of this year. The city also violated federal law last year by failing to 
monitor water quality for the first three months of 2008, according to a notice sent to 
residents. Muskegon Heights, which provides treated Lake Michigan drinking water for 
residents in the Heights, Norton Shores and Fruitport Township, did not notify the 
public of the 2008 violation until recently. The failure to monitor water quality from 
January 1 to March 31, 2008, was due to inexperienced staffers operating the filtration 
plant, said Muskegon Heights’ director of water filtration. The city resumed the required 
water testing in April 2008, he said. Last month, those tests revealed that the treated 
drinking water contained elevated concentrations of total organic carbon — about 10 
percent above the federal standard. City officials said the water remains safe to drink. 
Source: http://www.mlive.com/news/chronicle/index.ssf?/base/news-
16/123996330362200.xml&coll=8 

 
26. April 16, Foster’s Daily Democrat – (National) Pavement sealcoat a source of toxins 

after storms, new UNH study shows. New research conducted at the University of 
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New Hampshire Stormwater Center (UNHSC) indicates that sealcoat may contribute to 
increasingly significant amounts of polyaromatic hydrocarbons entering waterways from 
storm-water runoff. Polyaromatic hydrocarbons, more commonly known as PAHs, are 
found in diesel and crude oil and are considered to be carcinogenic. Although small 
amounts of PAHs are typically found in the waters around the New Hampshire Seacoast, 
the sudden spike in the hydrocarbon concentrations in water draining from a university 
parking lot used for research caused a UNH associate professor of civil engineering to 
be concerned about unknown impacts. “Our society has been sealcoating pavement for 
decades and there are things we’ve never asked about,” he says. “Now we’re starting to 
probe and ask these questions.” Although it is intended to remain on the pavement 
surface, much of the sealcoat eventually washes or scrapes off and ends up in nearby 
streams and rivers, says an affiliate faculty member at the UNHSC. The PAHs from the 
sealcoat attach to organic matter, such as leaves or sediment, where they may be 
ingested by organisms or buried in other sediments. Unlike other compounds, PAHs do 
not break down easily and thus persist in the environment for decades. Even a small 
amount of PAHs coming off sealcoated parking lots may overwhelm an aquatic 
ecological system already stressed by other contaminants. Increased PAH concentrations 
in waterways could be a human health issue if people are exposed to it regularly.  
Source: 
http://www.fosters.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090416/GJLIFESTYLES/704169
871 

 
[Return to top] 

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 
 

27. April 17, Los Angeles Times – (California) Gunman kills 2 and takes own life at Long 
Beach Memorial Medical Center. A pharmacy technician showed up for work at Long 
Beach Memorial Medical Center on Thursday brandishing two handguns, killed his boss 
and another manager and then fatally shot himself, witnesses said. Long Beach police 
officers called to the scene found two bodies, one inside the hospital and another outside 
the emergency room entrance, the police chief said. According to witness accounts, the 
shooter went first to the pharmacy, near the emergency room and outpatient area, and 
fatally shot the first victim. He then found the second victim outside the emergency 
room. The hospital went into an immediate lockdown, forcing all inside to stay put for 
about an hour. 
Source: http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-hospital-shooting17-
2009apr17,0,4629048.story  

 
28. April 16, WBZ 1030 Boston – (Massachusetts) Research lab in Longwood area 

evacuated. Workers were allowed to go back into the Merck Research Laboratories in 
Boston Thursday afternoon following a Level 3 hazmat situation. Sometime before 10 
a.m. Boston Fire officials say two people working for a waste management company 
came into the building to pick up and dispose of already-used chemicals. They said they 
heard a popping noise and saw a flash inside a room where the chemicals were stored. 
The two workers ran out of the room and closed the door, which sealed the area. Both 
waste removal workers were able to escape without injury and all 350 people inside the 
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building were safely evacuated. The Merck building is located in the Longwood medical 
area near Children’s Hospital. The Merck research facility develops and discovers 
medicines for cancer and neurodegenerative disorders. 
Source: http://www.wbz.com/Research-lab-in-Longwood-area-evacuated/4215248  

 
[Return to top] 

Government Facilities Sector 
 
29. April 17, Washington Times – (North Carolina) School to probe Tancredo protest. The 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has launched an investigation into a raucous 
student protest that prevented a former congressman from Colorado from delivering a 
speech the night of April 14 on campus. The university chancellor said the internal 
investigation by the school’s Department of Public Safety could result in criminal 
charges and that students could face Honor Court proceedings. The former congressman 
was shouted down almost immediately after entering the Bingham Hall auditorium. He 
was able to speak for a few minutes, but then a demonstrator outside the room shattered 
a window, spraying glass toward the audience. The former congressman eventually was 
unable to continue. Police later used pepper spray and a Taser to break up crowds 
outside the auditorium.  
Source: http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/apr/17/school-to-probe-tancredo-
protest/ 

 
30. April 16, KGPE 47 Fresno – (California) Fresno high evacuated for suspicious 

package. Fresno High School was evacuated on the morning of April 16 because of a 
suspicious package. A nylon lunch bag, with note attached to it stating it was a bomb, 
was found in a stairwell around 10:00 a.m. Police were called to the school and the 
administration evacuated the campus. Police used a robot to investigate the package and 
determined it was another hoax. Students were then allowed to return to class. This is 
the second suspicious package hoax this month at Fresno High. There was also a third 
hoax in January. The principal announced a $1,000 reward to anyone who helps catch 
the person or persons responsible for the school interruptions. He says the hoaxes not 
only disrupt the learning process but also creates safety concerns by taking Fresno 
Police Officers off the streets to investigate what turns out to be a prank. The principal 
said the reward is being offered by the Fresno Unified School District. 
Source: http://www.cbs47.tv/news/local/story/Fresno-High-Evacuated-for-Suspicious-
Package/vx1eil2g9kK7tUHG1jspcw.cspx 

 
31. April 15, Associated Press – (National) Skipper in gulf sub crash loses command. The 

skipper of an American nuclear submarine that collided with another U.S. Navy vessel 
at the mouth of the Persian Gulf last month has been relieved of command, the Navy 
said. The statement on April 14 said there was enough information to remove the Navy 
commander from his post at the helm of the USS Hartford even though an investigation 
into the incident is not done yet. He has been temporarily assigned to a staff job in 
Bahrain, home to the U.S. 5th Fleet. The submarine skipper’s commanding officer 
“expressed his loss of confidence” in the skipper’s “ability to command,” according to 
the Navy statement. Navy officials did not make either officer available for comment. 
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Another Navy commander, deputy commander of Submarine Squadron Eight, has taken 
over the command of the Hartford. The accident occurred in the pre-dawn hours of 
March 20 while both ships were on regularly scheduled deployments to conduct security 
operations. Officials said the vessels were heading to port in the same direction when 
they collided in the Strait of Hormuz. The submarine was submerged at the time. 
Source: http://www.military.com/news/article/April-2009/skipper-in-gulf--sub-crash-
loses-command.html?ESRC=topstories.RSS 

 
[Return to top] 

Emergency Services Sector 
 

32. April 17, Reading Eagle – (Pennsylvania) State emergency management agency to 
build regional headquarters near Hamburg. The Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Administration (PEMA) is set to modernize its regional operations 
headquarters, located for several decades on the grounds of the former Hamburg State 
Hospital. PEMA’s Eastern Area Office, one of three such facilities in the state, provides 
disaster assistance to municipalities in 20 counties between Philadelphia and the 
Poconos. PEMA expects to break ground in summer 2010 for a $1.6 million building at 
the entrance to the former hospital along Old Route 22, east of Hamburg. Target date for 
completion is summer of 2011. The state expects to put the project out for bid early next 
year. PEMA’s Eastern Area director said the Hamburg facility assists county and local 
governments in handling man-made or natural disasters, civil defense and incidents of 
terrorism. 
Source: http://www.readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=134106  

 
33. April 17, York Daily Record – (Pennsylvania) 911 probes communication failure. An 

investigation is under way into why the county’s new 911 emergency communication 
system failed to alert some firefighters to a blaze that destroyed the home of a Dover 
Township woman and her six children late Wednesday night. Representatives from two 
York County fire companies said they were unaware of the initial call just before 11 
p.m. because the county’s new emergency paging system did not work. Firefighters had 
to find out through the old paging system, by listening to scanner traffic or by being 
contacted about the emergency by phone, which delayed their response. A preliminary 
investigation at the 911 center showed a text page went out to fire companies 
Wednesday night, but the executive director of York County Emergency Services later 
learned from firefighters Thursday morning that they never got the message. 
Communication and radio technicians are checking operations at the 911 center and 
several transmission sites designed to send the page, he said. Increasingly, the county 
has been under pressure by police, fire and other emergency service providers to fix the 
problems with the new, $36 million 911 radio system. Workers from system 
manufacturer M/A-COM and parent company Tyco Electronics have been working out 
glitches. The known glitches include lost or garbled transmissions. Some of the county 
fire departments are using the old, analog system, while others, such as Dover 
Township, rely completely on the new text paging system. 
Source: http://ydr.inyork.com/ci_12156791?source=most_viewed  
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34. April 16, Associated Press – (Idaho) Feds begin inventory of emergency resources. 
Idaho state contractors are counting the large equipment at hospitals, police and fire 
stations and other emergency agencies in Twin Falls. It is part of a nationwide effort to 
assess the inventory of emergency equipment that was paid for with federal money. The 
Twin Falls County emergency services director says the work is being done to comply 
with new requirements for the National Incident Management System. The result should 
be a list of equipment that can be used in case of an emergency, such as wildfires or 
other natural disasters. She says the surveying is mandatory, but sharing the equipment 
during an emergency is voluntary. 
Source: http://www.localnews8.com/Global/story.asp?S=10194666&nav=menu554_2_1  

 
35. April 16, U.S. Coast Guard – (Massachusetts) CG reveals new search and rescue 

boat. Coast Guard Station Boston crewmembers debuted their new law enforcement and 
search and rescue boat. The 45-foot response boat medium was delivered to Coast 
Guard Station Boston on March 28 and is the third initiative in the Response Boats 2010 
strategic vision and transition plan, aimed at standardizing and revitalizing the Coast 
Guard’s shore-based response fleet. “The new boat provides increased search and rescue 
and law enforcement capabilities,” the officer in charge of the station said.  
Source: http://www.military.com/news/article/coast-guard-news/cg-reveals-new-search-
and-rescue-boat.html?col=1186032366581  

 
[Return to top]  

Information Technology 
 

36. April 17, IDG News Service – (International) Researcher offers tool to hide malware 
in .Net. A computer security researcher has released an upgraded tool that can simplify 
the placement of difficult-to-detect malicious software in Microsoft’s .Net framework on 
Windows computers. The tool, called .Net-Sploit 1.0, allows for modification of .Net, a 
piece of software installed on most Windows machines that allows the computers to 
execute certain types of applications. Microsoft makes a suite of developer tools for 
programmers to write applications compatible with the framework. It offers developers 
the advantage of writing programs in several different high-level languages that will all 
run on a PC. .Net-Sploit allows a hacker to modify the .Net framework on targeted 
machines, inserting rootkit-style malicious software in a place untouched by security 
software and where few security people would think to look, said the software security 
engineer for 2BSecure who wrote the tool. “You will be amazed at how easy it is to 
devise an attack,” the engineer said during a presentation at the Black Hat security 
conference in Amsterdam on April 17. .Net-Sploit essentially lets an attacker replace a 
legitimate piece of code within .Net with a malicious one. Since some applications 
depend on parts of the .Net framework in order to run, it means the malware can affect 
the function of many applications. For example, an application that has an authentication 
mechanism could be attacked if the tampered .Net framework were to intercept user 
names and passwords and send them to a remote server, the engineer said. 
Source: 
http://www.pcworld.com/businesscenter/article/163319/researcher_offers_tool_to_hide_
malware_in_net.html  
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37. April 17, Macworld – (International) First Mac OS X botnet activated. The first botnet 

created with Mac computers running OS X software has been activated, according to 
reports filtering out across the Internet. Macworld reported in January that illegal copies 
of iWork ‘09 and Photoshop CS4, distributed via peer-to-peer networks, were infected 
with a Trojan called iServices. It now appears that the botnet created from this Trojan 
has been activated, marking this the first time a Mac OS X botnet has appeared.  
Source: http://www.macworld.co.uk/news/index.cfm?newsid=25756  

 
38. April 17, SC Magazine – (International) Possible bug in Apple’s iPhone. A possible 

bug has been identified in Apple’s iPhone, according to reports. A well-known hacker 
and analyst at Independent Security Evaluators in Baltimore said that he found a way to 
trick the iPhone into running code that enables shellcode — which if successfully 
exploited would enable an attacker to run whatever code they wanted on the phone, 
according to reports. He described the potential bug on Thursday at the Black Hat 
Europe security conference in Amsterdam. Shellcode, which was previously thought of 
as incapable of being run on the iPhone, is a piece of code used as the payload in the 
exploitation of a software vulnerability. It enables access to the entire file system as well 
as hundreds of different commands, according to Mac security vendor Intego. To run 
shellcode, an attacker would first need a working exploit for the iPhone, however, he 
said. “For now, this is more of a warning than anything else,” an Intego spokesman 
wrote in a blog post Friday. “Mac OS X can run shellcode — in fact, many trojan horses 
exploit this ability — but this is an inherent part of the operating system. The real issue 
is exploits that may be able to launch this code on an iPhone, and we’re waiting for 
those to arise.” 
Source: http://www.scmagazineus.com/Possible-bug-in-Apples-iPhone/article/130804/ 

 
39. April 17, Spamfighter News – (International) Non-professional Web page creation 

driving phishing & viruses. The popular trend of ‘do-it-yourself’ Web page creation by 
amateur Internet users is assisting to trigger more viruses as well as phishing attacks, 
reveals a new report named “Symantec Internet Security Report for 2008.” The report 
states that during 2008 there was a threefold increase in the total number of malware 
threats identified by Symantec and surged to 1.66 million from 2007. This increase, 
according to the Symantec vice president, is due to a rising number of non-professionals 
creating blogs, Web pages and other online destinations. The Symantec vice president 
added that more people were setting up Web sites, although they did not have a sound 
programming knowledge. According to him, since the main objective of hackers is to 
install viruses on users’ computers, they would exploit any security flaws which are 
easily available on the less proficient Web sites. Furthermore, 60 percent of the total 
malware threats during the last twenty years appeared in the past 12 months alone, said 
the vice president of Security Content and Intelligence, Symantec. The report also states 
that attackers are replacing their spam mail method known as ‘phishing,’ to obtain users’ 
personal information, with legitimate Web site corruption such as corrupting a local 
entrepreneur’s site to use it for theft. Thus, if a site is trusted, popular and receives high 
traffic, corrupting it could yield a huge number of compromises with just one attack, 
according to Symantec. 

http://www.macworld.co.uk/news/index.cfm?newsid=25756
http://www.scmagazineus.com/Possible-bug-in-Apples-iPhone/article/130804/


 

 

 

 - 17 -   

Source: http://www.spamfighter.com/News-12210-Non-professional-Web-Page-
Creation-Driving-Phishing-Viruses.htm  

40. April 16, Washington Post – (International) Creating a public nuisance with insecure 
Web sites. Thousands of Web sites that were cited last year for harboring security flaws 
that could be used to attack others online remain a hazard and an eyesore along the 
information superhighway. At issue are sites that harbor so-called cross-site scripting 
(XSS) vulnerabilities. According to the latest Internet Security Threat Report from 
Symantec Corp., only 3 percent of those XSS flaws recorded at xssed.com last year were 
fixed. Ironically, Symantec’s own site was recently featured on xssed.com as vulnerable 
to a nasty XSS flaw (Symantec has since fixed the problem). XSS bugs can even be 
used to power Web-based worms. This past week, a series of worms took advantage of 
XSS flaws on micro-blogging site Twitter.com to annoy and frighten thousands of 
Twitterers. While the worms were otherwise harmless, rogue anti-virus vendors have 
begun seizing on public interest in the outbreaks by gaming search engine results to send 
curious searchers to booby-trapped sites that try to foist worthless and invasive software.  
Source: 
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/securityfix/2009/04/creating_a_public_nuisance_wit.h
tml?wprss=securityfix  

41. April 16, IDG News Service – (International) Black Hat ‘supertalk’ halted due to 
vendor concerns. The Black Hat security conference is full of drama again in 
Amsterdam, with the last-minute cancellation of a presentation by a group of researchers 
scheduled to reveal a dangerous software vulnerability. In the run up to the conference, 
organizers promoted a talk that would be on the scale of the flaw in the DNS (Domain 
Name System) highlighted by a security researcher at Black Hat’s U.S. conference in 
July 2008. But this one is not going to happen. A press conference tentatively planned 
for April 16 was suddenly canceled. The flaw is so sensitive that even revealing the 
vendor affected could potentially cause hackers to start poking around with applications 
or operating systems to try to figure it out, said Black Hat’s CEO. The unnamed vendor 
has told the researchers that it could have a patch ready in a month or so, but it could 
take as long as four months, the CEO said. Security researchers who present at Black 
Hat are encouraged to practice what is called “responsible disclosure,” where the vendor 
is notified and allowed to create a patch before the vulnerability is publicly revealed. 
The CEO said it is hopeful that the vendor and the researchers will be able to release a 
patch and the details at the same time. 
Source: 
http://www.pcworld.com/businesscenter/article/163253/black_hat_supertalk_halted_due
_to_vendor_concerns.html   

42. April 16, Computer Weekly – (International) Oracle database at risk from easy hack, 
warns database security expert. Oracle users have been urged to update the database 
patches Oracle issued on April 15 as quickly as possible, because the flaw can be easily 
exploited, a database security expert has warned. The founding director of NGS 
Software, which is now part of the NCC Group, said, “There are a number of issues in 
this patch which are particularly dangerous. For example there is a remote, 
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http://www.pcworld.com/businesscenter/article/163253/black_hat_supertalk_halted_due_to_vendor_concerns.html
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unauthenticated attack via the Oracle Process Manager and Notification Server that can 
allow an attacker to take full control over the system on Windows or the Oracle user on 
a Unix-based system.” He said a would-be attacker could use a format string 
vulnerability to damage the database. “It is trivial to exploit. My best advice to Oracle 
customers is to test and install this critical update as soon as possible.” 
Source: http://www.computerweekly.com/Articles/2009/04/16/235670/oracle-database-
at-risk-from-easy-hack-warns-database-security.htm  

 
43. April 15, DarkReading – (International) Open source metrics on tap for security 

patch management. Security consulting firm Securosis is spearheading a new effort to 
create metrics to quantify the cost and efficiency of an organization’s security patching 
process. The founder of Securosis says to date there is no real way to accurately measure 
the cost and productivity of an organization’s security patch management process. 
“Those fully quantified [IT] risk models do not apply and the numbers are not accurate,” 
he says. “It is also bothered me to see those uber-metrics approaches that get an 
overview of everything in the security program. So why not start with one thing we can 
accurately measure and use it as a core for building security metrics?” Securosis, with 
the financial backing of Microsoft for the initial phase of the project, will gather input in 
an open submission process for the so-called Project Quant metrics model. Version 1 is 
planned for release by the end of June. Many organizations do not have actual processes 
for out-of-cycle security patches, and end up in “panic mode” trying to apply them, the 
founder of Securosis said. Some do not even have processes for the scheduled patching 
their Oracle software, for instance, he says. “We know there are tremendous 
inefficiencies in how [organizations] approach patching,” the founder of Securosis says. 
“We are going to solicit [organizations] out there and find out different ways people are 
doing this and find a way to quantify this.” A director in Microsoft’s Trustworthy 
Computing Group who first approached Securosis about the project says the goal is to 
offer metrics that are consumable for business decision-makers. “Vuln counts and data 
risk [data] is cool for my tech people, but we would really like to see firms doing some 
analysis and getting results that are more appropriate for the business level,” he says. 
The metrics model will cover everything in the patch management process, from 
monitoring software for updates to installing the patches. It will analyze things like the 
amount of time it takes to test patches and roll them out, for instance, and on how many 
systems, etc., the director says.  
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/security/management/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=216500
918 

 
Internet Alert Dashboard 

 
 To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US−CERT at soc@us−cert.gov or visit their 

Website:  http://www.us-cert.gov. 
 
 Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and Analysis Center) 

 
Website:  https://www.it-isac.org/. 
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Communications Sector 
 

44. April 16, Lincoln Journal – (Massachusetts) Town could face fines over radio tower. 
The town of Lincoln could face severe penalties if it does not address compliance issues 
surrounding the town’s public safety communications tower. According to a spokesman 
of the Public Safety Communications Technology Committee, the tower is currently in 
violation of regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), and the Lincoln Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA). 
The town could face an initial fine of up to $75,000 as well as retroactive and ongoing 
daily fines until the tower is brought into compliance with federal regulations. Located 
at the highest point in town at the top of a hill off Bedford Road, the radio 
communications tower is in the flight path of aircraft heading in and out of nearby 
Hanscom Field. FAA safety regulations require a light be mounted on the tower to make 
it clearly visible to passing aircraft. The town had obtained an unconditional waiver 
from the FAA, but when the old tower was replaced with a new, taller tower in late 
2007, the waiver was forfeited. The new tower, which rises 80 feet at the top of the 
highest antennas, has also run afoul of the FCC, which regulates radio frequencies, and 
the ZBA, as it was installed at a greater height and at a different location than was 
originally approved. Further complicating the situation is the requirement that the town 
maintain certain antennas on the tower as a condition of a grant from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.  
Source: http://www.wickedlocal.com/lincoln/news/x126897449/Town-could-face-fines-
over-radio-tower 
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Nothing to report 
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National Monuments & Icons Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
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Dams Sector 
 

45. April 17, Associated Press – (North Dakota) National Guard strengthens dam 
protecting ND town. Engineers and the National Guard used more than 100 sandbags 
as well as a convoy of trucks, excavators, bulldozers and backhoes to fortify a seeping 
dam and save a tiny town that would flood if the dam fails. Those efforts at the Clausen 
Springs Dam, 6 miles west of the town of Kathryn, seemed to hold, and the situation 
was under control by the evening of April 16. There were no problems reported at that 
dam overnight, a sergeant with the National Guard said April 17. But just a day earlier, a 
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miniature waterfall was flowing around a corner of the dam and was eating through 
walls of the grass-lined spillway built to handle the extra volume of water along a 
tributary of the flooding Sheyenne River. The Army Corps of Engineers says it is 
releasing more water from North Dakota’s Garrison Dam now that the Missouri River 
has dropped in the Bismarck area. In a statement, the Corps says it increased the water 
releases from the dam to 9,000 cubic feet per second on the evening of April 16. The 
releases had been cut to 5,000 cfs due to fears of flooding. The Corps said flows into the 
Missouri from the Knife and Heart rivers have dropped. But it warned boaters and 
anglers that river levels could fluctuate rapidly.  
Source: http://www.twincities.com/localnews/ci_12163749?nclick_check=1 
See also: http://www.kxmb.com/getArticle.asp?ArticleId=362037 

 
46. April 16, Times-Picayune – (Louisiana) Land loss on 17th Street Canal alarms levee 

officials. Land loss on the Metairie side of the 17th Street Canal must be analyzed, 
explained and stopped as quickly as possible, regional levee commissioners said April 
16. “Everybody agrees it’s not a big problem now, but it could be in the future, which is 
why we’re looking at it now,” said the regional director of the Southeast Louisiana 
Flood Protection Authority-East. At his request, state Office of Coastal Protection and 
Restoration engineers recently began examining the canal’s interior west bank, which is 
gradually losing land either as a result of moving canal water or sloughing, which occurs 
when chunks of material fall off. Officials hope that will identify the causes as well as 
provide a timeline for future losses. The Army Corps of Engineers says the loss has not 
weakened the stability of the floodwall. The canal bank has lost an average of 6 to 8 
inches of land since it was first noticed and documented by the East Jefferson Levee 
District in mid-2007. But in some spots more than 18 inches is missing, records show. 
Source: 
http://www.nola.com/news/index.ssf/2009/04/land_loss_on_17th_street_canal.html 
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About the reports − The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is a daily [Monday through 
Friday] summary of open−source published information concerning significant critical infrastructure 
issues. The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is archived for ten days on the Department of 
Homeland Security Website: http://www.dhs.gov/iaipdailyreport 
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 Report Team at (202) 312-3421 
  
Subscribe to the Distribution List:  Visit the DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report and follow 
 instructions to Get e-mail updates when this information changes. 
  
Removal from Distribution List: Send mail to support@govdelivery.com.  

Contact DHS 
To report physical infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact the National Infrastructure 
Coordinating Center at nicc@dhs.gov or (202) 282−9201. 
To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US−CERT at soc@us−cert.gov 
or visit their Web page at www.us-cert.gov.  
 
Department of Homeland Security Disclaimer 
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inform personnel engaged in infrastructure protection. Further reproduction or redistribution is subject to original 
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