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 According to the Associated Press, authorities said an explosion at the Merit Energy 
facility in Manistee County, Michigan on Friday injured one worker and caused a release 
of poisonous hydrogen sulfide gas. (See item 4)  

 Gannett New Jersey reports that the discovery of a powdery substance in a letter sent to 
Bayer Health Care Pharmaceuticals in Morris County, New Jersey on Monday triggered an 
evacuation of the Bayer facilities and the decontamination of eight workers who were 
exposed to the letter. (See item 21) 
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Energy Sector 
 

 Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels:  Physical:  ELEVATED, 
Cyber:  ELEVATED  Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES−ISAC) − 

 [http://www.esisac.com] 

1. February 17, Reuters – (International) Gunmen attack two Shell oil flowstations in 
Nigeria. Two oil flowstations operated by Royal Dutch Shell in Nigeria’s Niger Delta 
were attacked by gunmen early on February 17, three security sources said. It was not 
yet clear whether any oil production was affected by the attack in Nembe Creek in 
Bayelsa state. The military and Shell officials were not immediately available for 
comment. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssEnergyNews/idUSLH30710920090217 

2. February 17, Platts – (National) Eastern grid-planning effort to take Northeast more 
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into account. As members of the Joint Coordinated System Plan (JCSP) continue work 
to model transmission needs in the Eastern Interconnection, they will give greater 
consideration to East Coast issues, according to a Midwest official, who acknowledged 
New England and New York objections to the JCSP report issued the week of February 
9-13. The JCSP projected a scenario in which 15,000 miles of high-power transmission, 
$80 billion worth, would be needed by 2024 to carry wind power from the Midwest 
farther east to meet a hypothetical 20 percent renewable energy goal. Leaders of the 
study “should have known” that while New York and New England participants 
provided information and appeared at meetings, they had problems with assumptions 
that were made about resources and projections, a member of the Midwest Independent 
Transmission System Operator (MISO) said on February 15 at a state regulators’ 
meeting in Washington. In the JCSP’s next steps, MISO and the other study leaders will 
“extend the collaboration to have more deep involvement” from the farther-east regions, 
he said at a session of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners’ 
winter committee meetings. The group’s plans already include possibly adopting a 
formal charter and changing its name to the Eastern Interconnection Transmission 
Assessment Group. According to New York and New England thinking, the JCSP report 
on work done so far was too incomplete to convey a realistic scenario of needs or costs. 
Developing deals with Canada for power imports and within the Northeast for both 
onshore and offshore wind development are left out, leaving big holes in the planning 
study. There is also the possible effect of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative on coal 
plants in the Midwest. 
Source: 
http://www.platts.com/Electric%20Power/News/8361249.xml?sub=Electric%20Power&
p=Electric%20Power/News&?undefined&undefined 

3. February 16, Muskegon Chronicle – (Michigan) Citgo explosion rocks Ferrysburg 
homes. Early Sunday morning, there was an explosion at a gas depot in Ferrysburg, 
Michigan. Hundreds of residents in Ferrysburg, Spring Lake, and Grand Haven reported 
feeling the explosion and seeing flames shoot up to 70 feet in the air. The Ferrysburg 
fire chief said the department responded to the explosion at the Citgo Buckeye Terminal 
shortly after 3 a.m. Sunday. A 10,000-gallon water/oil separator tank had exploded, 
sending debris around the property. No one was at the property at the time of the fire 
and no injuries were reported, fire investigators said. No attempt was made to evacuate 
nearby residents because fire investigators did not believe the incident posed any danger, 
the fire chief said. The fire department is familiar with the Citgo property and knew the 
tank’s location and what it was used for, he said. The tank is deep inside the Citgo 
property, so there was no danger of debris striking nearby properties, the fire chief said. 
“We work closely with the terminal people, and they keep very good safety records,” he 
said. “There was no danger.” As of the evening of February 15, no cause for the 
explosion had been identified. But the fire chief said the problem may have been a 
blanket of insulation on the outside of the tank that is supposed to keep the tank from 
freezing. “There may have been a malfunction,” he said. No damage estimates to the 
facility have been released yet, he said. 
Source: http://www.mlive.com/news/chronicle/index.ssf?/base/news-
16/123478291597920.xml&coll=8 
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4. February 14, Associated Press – (Michigan) Explosion causes gas leak in Manistee 

County. Authorities said an explosion at an energy plant in Manistee, Michigan has 
injured one worker and caused a release of poisonous hydrogen sulfide gas. The 
Ludington Daily News reported the explosion happened about 3 p.m. Friday. A 
Manistee County administrator said a plant employee was taken to the hospital for 
treatment of minor burns. State Police said people living within a 1-mile radius of the 
Manistee Township plant initially were advised to stay in their homes and seal doors and 
windows. The gas leak was reportedly stopped late Friday afternoon and police said the 
incident was declared over by 5:15 p.m. The Merit Energy facility processes natural gas 
from wells in Manistee, Mason, and Oceana counties, including wells that contain high 
concentrations of hydrogen sulfide.  
Source: http://www.grandhaventribune.com/paid/296951891695206.bsp 

5. February 14, Fort Worth Star Telegram – (Texas) State agency OKs new pipeline 
rules after calls from residents, officials in Barnett Shale. State regulators approved a 
series of new rules on natural gas pipelines the week of February 9-13, in response to 
concerns about conditions in the Barnett Shale field that underlies Fort Worth and much 
of the western Metroplex. The three-member Texas Railroad Commission voted on the 
rule changes on February 10. Under the rules approved: Production and flow lines, 
which are low-pressure lines that connect wells to larger lines known as gathering lines, 
will now be subject to state safety regulations if they run through heavily populated 
areas. They had been virtually unregulated and would only be inspected if there was a 
complaint or if an inspector noticed a problem while checking a well or lease. “These 
kinds of lines will be inspected most likely on an annual basis,” said a railroad 
commission spokeswoman. Gas distribution systems — the pipelines operated by Atmos 
Energy or other utilities — will have to report any leaks to the railroad commission 
every six months. They will also have to report any unrepaired leaks on their lines. Until 
the change, which occurred February 4, companies had been required to write the 
reports but did not have to submit them to state regulators. The moves come a few 
months after the railroad commission imposed a deadline for fixing low-level gas leaks 
— six months on low-level leaks in populated areas and three years in rural areas. 
Operators have always had to fix serious gas leaks, but until now there was no deadline 
for repairing other leaks. And the railroad commission is asking the legislature for 
funding for 21 more oil and gas well inspectors and 13 more pipeline inspectors. 
Source: http://www.star-telegram.com/804/story/1204290.html 

6. February 14, WTVT 13 Tampa Bay – (Florida) Coast Guard rescues burn victims. 
Two men had to be airlifted by a Coast Guard helicopter after an explosion on a barge 
180 miles west of Naples. The two injured men were taken to Tampa General Hospital. 
The explosion happened around 4 a.m. on the Valiant, a 603-foot ocean-going tug and 
oil barge, according to the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard rescue helicopter was 
dispatched from Clearwater Air Station, and hoisted the two men onboard from above 
the barge.  
Source: http://www.myfoxtampabay.com/dpp/news/CoastGuardRescue_021409 
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7. February 13, Wicked Local Manchester – (Massachusetts) National Grid mends 
citywide leaks, addresses citizen concerns. Following last month’s house explosion 
along Eastern Avenue in Gloucester, National Grid found and is repairing more than 50 
gas leaks around the city. The company has also opened a resource center at the 
Department of Public works to answer residents’ questions. “Our objective is to be in 
the community as long as customers need us,” said a National Grid spokesperson. 
National Grid will begin construction along Eastern Avenue toward the end of this 
month to replace the gas main and make infrastructure upgrades in the area, he said. The 
several dozen other leaks reported by National Grid employees and Gloucester residents 
involved broken mains and problems with joints and clamps along the pipeline, 
according to reports released by the company. 
Source: http://www.wickedlocal.com/manchester/news/x1124688213/National-Grid-
mends-citywide-leaks-addresses-citizen-concerns 

 
[Return to top] 

Chemical Industry Sector 
 
8. February 16, Associated Press – (West Virginia) Non-toxic chemical leaks at Institute 

plant. Officials at the Bayer CropScience complex in Institute, West Virginia have 
notified Kanawha County emergency officials about a small spill of a non-toxic 
chemical. A Bayer spokesman says the spill was reported at 12:26 p.m. Sunday and was 
quickly cleaned up. He says the spill occurred in a Dow Chemical catalyst unit at the 
Bayer complex. The plant shift supervisor says the spill of about five gallons of liquid 
cesium sulfate posed no danger to the public. No one was injured. Emergency 
dispatchers received an “all clear” from the plant about four minutes after the initial 
alarm.  
Source: http://www.wsaz.com/news/headlines/39663072.html 
 

9. February 13, WRCB 3 Chattanooga – (Georgia) Chemical spill in Gordon County, 
Georgia. Officials with Gordon County Hazardous Materials Team said a tanker truck 
carrying sodium hydroxide traveling westbound on Highway 156 just east of Redbud 
Road overturned about 5:17 a.m. About 2,300 gallons spilled into a nearby stream. 
Members of the hazmat team immediately dammed off a creek and contained it to a 
branch. Friday evening, workers were putting the contaminated water into containers. 
Redbud Road remained shutdown at 7:30 p.m. Friday with plans to open it to one lane in 
two hours time.  
Source: http://www.wrcbtv.com/Global/story.asp?S=9844198 

 
[Return to top] 

Nuclear Reactors, Materials, and Waste Sector 
 

10. February 17, Rutland Herald – (Vermont) Valve still leaky. A valve leaking more than 
3,600 gallons of radioactive water a day at the Vermont Yankee nuclear power station, 
discovered seven weeks ago, still has not been fixed, an Entergy Nuclear official said on 
February 16. Several attempts to fix the leaking gasket, contained in a 4-inch pipe in the 

http://www.wickedlocal.com/manchester/news/x1124688213/National-Grid-mends-citywide-leaks-addresses-citizen-concerns
http://www.wickedlocal.com/manchester/news/x1124688213/National-Grid-mends-citywide-leaks-addresses-citizen-concerns
http://www.wsaz.com/news/headlines/39663072.html
http://www.wrcbtv.com/Global/story.asp?S=9844198
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reactor’s clean-out system, have failed, according to a company spokesman. He said 
company engineers will attempt to reinstall a sealant. According to a spokesman for the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), Entergy has tried at least three times to 
fix the problem, traced to a faulty gasket in a valve in the reactor’s clean-out system. He 
said the leak was now down to one-tenth of a gallon a minute, but he said he did not 
know how long the leak had been reduced. He said the water was “slightly radioactive.” 
The spokesman said the gasket would have to be repaired, and Entergy Nuclear now had 
a spare valve on hand. He said the company could try to make some temporary repairs, 
or shut the plant down and quickly make the permanent repair. “Entergy has made three 
attempts to halt the leakage using sealant material. After the first two tries, it was 
determined that a material more resistant to the high temperatures in that area was 
needed. However, the third attempt with that kind of material also did not succeed,” he 
said on February 16. “Entergy is evaluating its options. The company does have a 
replacement valve on hand, so one option would be to shut down and install the new 
valve. The leakage, as it currently stands, is within the plant’s technical specifications. 
But obviously there is a desire to fix the problem as expeditiously as possible,” he said. 
He added that the NRC resident inspectors were keeping close tabs on the situation, 
including viewing the leakage via a camera set up in the room where the leak is 
occurring. 
Source: 
http://www.rutlandherald.com/article/20090217/NEWS04/902170338/1003/NEWS02 

11. February 17, Pioneer Press – (Minnesota) NRC warns Prairie Island nuke plant: 
Xcel shipped equipment emitting radiation beyond safety standards; utility says it 
took corrective action. Xcel Energy trucked radioactive testing equipment from its 
Prairie Island nuclear power plant last fall that emitted between five and 10 times more 
radiation than safety standards allow, a federal investigation shows. There was no public 
exposure, but in a letter to Xcel, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) called 
the incident “more than minor.” The NRC issued a “preliminary yellow” warning 
against the plant. The NRC expects to complete its investigation within 90 days. Xcel 
changed its procedures and increased the oversight for shipping radioactive materials 
from both its Prairie Island and Monticello nuclear power plants, said the Prairie Island 
plant manager. The radioactive material did not involve fuel rods, the NRC report said. 
“We’re treating this very seriously and have taken aggressive action to correct it,” the 
manager said. According to the report, the plant was shipping reactor-testing equipment 
back to its manufacturer, Westinghouse, on October 29. Before the truck left the plant, 
radiation levels outside the flat-bed container were under the limit of 200 millirems per 
hour set by the Department of Transportation. When the truck arrived in Waltz Mill, 
Pennsylvania, an inspection found radiation beneath the container had reached 1,630 
millirems per hour. The radiation dosage from a typical chest x-ray is 10 millirems. A 
radioactive particle inside the container shifted because the equipment was not properly 
braced, the report said. 
Source: http://new.quote.com/news/story.action?id=KRO048e1440 

12. February 17, Reuters – (Massachusetts) Entergy Mass. Pilgrim reactor back at full 
power. Entergy Corp’s Pilgrim nuclear power station in Massachusetts was operating at 
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full power as of early on February 17, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in 
its daily plant status report. On February 13, the unit had ramped up to 83 percent of 
capacity after being reduced to about 56 percent late on February 11 due to an offsite 
transmission problem. ISO New England, the regional power grid operator, asked 
Entergy to reduce Pilgrim output to just 450 megawatts due to a problem with a 345-
kilovolt transmission line in Whitman, Massachusetts, which is about 20 miles from the 
Pilgrim site. 
Source: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssIndustryMaterialsUtilitiesNews/idUSN17476747200
90217 

 
13. February 13, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission – (Nebraska) Unusual event: 

Engineering analysis requires technical specification shutdown. On February 13 at 
3:26 p.m., Fort Calhoun Station in Nebraska declared a notification of unusual event. 
The cause of the notification is a potential common mode failure of the diesel 
generators. Design engineering has identified an unanalyzed condition in which a high 
energy line break in the main steam lines containment penetration room, or an auxiliary 
steam leak in the turbine building ventilation room, can potentially result in water 
entering both diesel generator rooms through the floor located directly above the diesel 
rooms. This condition presents a potential common mode failure of the diesel generators 
due to loss of diesel generator auxiliaries from a single failure. The possibility of water 
leaking into the diesel rooms and the switchgear rooms prompted this declaration. At 
6:28 p.m., Fort Calhoun Station exited the unusual event. Both diesel generators were 
declared operable based upon establishing compensatory measures. No additional water 
intrusion had occurred into the diesel 1 room since completion of the surveillance test. 
The licensee will notify the NRC resident inspector. 
Source: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-
status/event/en.html#en44851 

 
[Return to top] 

Defense Industrial Base Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top] 

Banking and Finance Sector 
 

14. February 16, WLNS 16 Lansing – (Michigan) Local credit union warns about scam. 
The MSU Federal Credit Union was the recent target of a text messaging scam. A text 
message sent to members claimed the recipient’s account had been locked and gave a 
phone number the member should call to restore their account. That number has now 
been disconnected, and a credit union spokesman says that no account information was 
compromised. A spokesman for MSU Federal Credit Union said, “MSU Federal Credit 
Union would never request personal information via email, phone or a text message. We 
just do not do that. We do not need that information. We have it.” Credit union officials 

http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssIndustryMaterialsUtilitiesNews/idUSN1747674720090217
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssIndustryMaterialsUtilitiesNews/idUSN1747674720090217
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http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/event/en.html#en44851
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say anyone receiving a suspicious message should contact the credit union directly. 
Source: http://www.wlns.com/Global/story.asp?S=9854051&nav=menu25_2  

 
15. February 14, Bloomberg – (National) Four more U.S. banks are shut, bringing total 

for year to 13. Banks in Florida, Illinois, Nebraska and Oregon were shut by state 
regulators, boosting the toll of failed institutions to 13, as a worsening economy and 
slumping housing market pushes home foreclosures to records. Riverside Bank of the 
Gulf Coast in Cape Coral, Florida; Sherman County Bank in Loup City, Nebraska; Corn 
Belt Bank and Trust Co. of Pittsfield, Illinois; and Pinnacle Bank of Beaverton, Oregon 
were closed by state regulators on February 13. The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 
(FDIC) was named receiver. TIB Bank of Naples, Florida will buy Riverside’s $424 
million in deposits, except $142.6 million in brokered deposits, for a 1.3 percent 
premium. Heritage Bank of Wood River, Nebraska will pay a 6 percent premium for 
Sherman County’s $85.1 million in deposits. Carlinville National Bank of Carlinville, 
Illinois will assume Corn Belt’s $234.4 million deposits for a 1.75 percent premium. 
Washington Trust Bank of Spokane, Washington assumed Pinnacle’s $64 million of 
deposits, the FDIC said.  
Source: 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aIWdoV2ckATQ&refer=ho
me 

 
 [Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 
 

16. February 17, BBC News – (International) Environmental protest at airport. A group 
of environmental protesters was arrested Tuesday following a climate change 
demonstration against rising passenger numbers at Southampton Airport in the United 
Kingdom. Seven people from the anti-aviation group Plane Stupid chained themselves 
to the entrance of the Hampshire airport. Police attended and made arrests over 
aggravated trespass allegations. The group erected tents to make a so-called “refugee 
camp” outside the airport as part of the protest. Police used cutting equipment to free the 
protesters who had chained themselves to the airport entrance. A spokeswoman for the 
airport said: “There was a small group of protesters at the entrance to Southampton 
Airport. Operations at the airport were not affected, and passengers should check-in as 
normal.”  
Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/hampshire/7894519.stm 

 
17. February 16, Associated Press – (Washington) Discovery of package leads to brief 

stop of ferries. A suspicious package halted ferry traffic at Colman Dock in downtown 
Seattle Saturday night. A Washington State Ferries spokeswoman told KIRO-TV that 
officials found a suspicious package on the ferry Chelan during a routine security sweep 
Saturday night. She said officials determined it was a novelty item left behind by a 
passenger. Service was later restored. Both the Chelan and the Hyak ferries were 
unloaded at Colman Dock while they were swept for anything dangerous. Another ferry, 
the Wenatchee, was held offshore during the sweeps. 
Source: http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/northwest/story/628512.html 

http://www.wlns.com/Global/story.asp?S=9854051&nav=menu25_2
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aIWdoV2ckATQ&refer=home
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/hampshire/7894519.stm
http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/northwest/story/628512.html
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18. February 15, Providence Journal – (Rhode Island) Federal money boosts security at 

Port of Providence. Government officials are installing an audible alert system as part 
of a continuing effort to better secure the Port of Providence. Officials are expanding 
two surveillance networks, one of which reaches to lower Narragansett Bay; installing a 
system to sniff the air for injurious chemical releases; and stationing firefighting trailers 
along the route taken by a train that carries flammable ethanol to the port through the 
Blackstone Valley. Tenants at the Municipal Wharf only have a telephone tree for 
systematic notification about an emergency, according to the director of the Providence 
Emergency Management Agency and Office of Homeland Security. So the city landed a 
$130,000 Homeland Security grant to install four siren/voice public-address stations on 
50-foot poles. Officials are extending to upper Narragansett Bay the Port Security 
Communication Network, a wireless broadband radar/camera system intended to track 
marine traffic and potential threats from the Atlantic Ocean to the Port of Providence. 
The Providence Emergency Management Agency is acquiring four more cameras for the 
network. Area fire departments are being given trailers for dispensing firefighting foam, 
in part due to the 8.5-million gallons of ethanol that come each year by train to Motiva, 
which blends it into gasoline at the port. Research also is under way at the Naval 
Undersea Warfare Center, in Newport, into the applicability of sonar for an antiterrorism 
warning system in the port and elsewhere. 
Source: http://www.projo.com/news/content/Port_of_Providence_02-15-
09_UDCNFOC_v88.1da9938.html 

19. February 14, Detroit News – (Michigan) Rising waters remain problem in some 
Metro communities, with several roads still closed. Rising water continued to cause 
problems in Macomb, Monroe, and St. Clair counties. A flood warning remained in 
effect Friday for the North Branch of the Clinton River in Macomb County and the 
River Raisin in Monroe, according to the National Weather Service. Farther north, the 
Belle River forced authorities to evacuate about 40 homes in East China Township in St. 
Clair County. The roads were flooded and the area was accessible only by boat, St. Clair 
County’s director of homeland security and emergency management told the Associated 
Press. An ice blockage at a bridge in Marine City was causing the river to rise, he said. 
Teams were working to unblock the river, he said. Traffic on Metro Detroit-area roads 
also returned to normal Friday, but some roadways remained closed because of flooding.  
Source: 
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090214/METRO/902140332/14
09/METRO 

20. February 14, Bradenton Herald – (Florida) Tampa Bay oil spill disrupts shipping 
traffic. A collision of two boats in Tampa Bay caused a small oil spill, disrupting 
shipping to and from Port Manatee and the Port of Tampa for about 15 hours Thursday 
night and Friday morning. The 80-foot fishing trawler Maranatha out of Irvington, 
Alabama, collided with the 95-foot deck barge Coastal in Cut B of the main shipping 
channel near the intersection with the harbor channel into Port Manatee at about 8 p.m. 
Thursday. The barge was being pushed by a tugboat called the Marion L. The collision 
caused a 48-inch gash to the starboard side of the trawler, causing about 800-1,000 
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gallons of diesel fuel to leak from the boat’s 4,000-gallon tank into the bay. A U.S. 
Coast Guard petty officer said heavy fog played a major role in the incident. Shipping 
lanes south of the Big Bend power plant near Apollo Beach were closed to ship traffic 
until the fog cleared and the Coast Guard could assess the situation, she said. The Coast 
Guard cutter Hawk was dispatched to the scene. The trawler’s fuel leak was stopped and 
a floating boom was deployed to protect environmentally sensitive areas, she said. Most 
of the fuel was recovered and the rest quickly dissipated, she said. The spill was cleaned 
up by about 11 a.m. Friday and shipping lanes were reopened. 
Source: http://www.bradenton.com/news/breaking_news/story/1228184.html 

 
[Return to top] 

Postal and Shipping Sector 
 
21. February 17, Gannett New Jersey – (New Jersey) Powdery substance forces 

evacuation at NJ-based Bayer Pharmaceuticals. The discovery of a powdery 
substance in a letter sent to Bayer Health Care Pharmaceuticals in Pine Brook triggered 
an evacuation of the Bayer facilities on February 16 and the decontamination of eight 
workers who were exposed to the letter, authorities said. Local, county, and federal 
authorities converged at the facility after receiving a call about the letter at 10:39 a.m., 
said a spokesman for the Morris County Prosecutor. Members of the Morris County 
Prosecutor’s Weapons of Mass Destruction Assessment team, the Morris County 
Sheriff’s CIS, Morris County Haz-Mat, Montville police, fire, and health departments, 
and U.S. postal inspectors all responded to the scene, the spokesman said. The eight 
Bayer employees who were exposed to the letter were decontaminated as a 
precautionary measure. None of the Bayer employees were injured or transported to the 
hospital. The Morris County Prosecutor said authorities contacted the FBI, and the 
substance will be transported to the Department of Health’s Senior Services Laboratory 
for further testing on February 17. Authorities declined to comment on the possible 
origin and nature of the letter, citing the ongoing investigation. 
Source: http://www.mycentraljersey.com/article/20090217/STATE/90217002 

 
22. February 17, Associated Press – (Rhode Island) Westerly man arrested following 

haz-mat response. A hazardous materials situation in Charlestown has led to the arrest 
of a Westerly man. Police say the 42-year-old suspect was arrested on February 16 and 
charged with disorderly conduct and making crank phone calls. He is scheduled to be 
arraigned on February 17. The incident began at about 5 p.m. when police were called to 
a home on Shannock Road after the homeowner discovered a threatening note along 
with a mysterious container with an unknown liquid substance in his mailbox. A haz-
mat team determined that the substance was a powerful cleaning solution that has the 
potential to cause skin problems. No injuries were reported. Authorities say there has 
been an ongoing dispute between neighbors in the area.  
Source: http://www.theday.com/re.aspx?re=60539571-1147-47c2-a465-d7afb599fbb8 

 
 [Return to top] 
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Agriculture and Food Sector  

 
23. February 17, Food Production Daily – (International) More food fraud expected as 

prices rise. Counterfeiting is a major problem in the global food and drink industry with 
the level of fraud estimated at around $50 billion a year, an audience at the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) annual meeting heard Monday. 
Worldwide trade in fake foods not only costs processors in terms of damage to brands, 
but also means companies have to spend more on security measures, such as holograms 
on packaging. The director of the Packaging for Food and Product Protection (P-FAPP) 
initiative at Michigan State University said that trade in counterfeit goods is likely to 
increase as food prices rise. He said that while counterfeiters are seeking not to harm but 
to hide the act for profit, there is a public health risk associated with food fraud as in the 
case of milk and pet food adulterated with melamine causing deaths and kidney 
problems for children, and catfish containing banned antibiotics. The packaging expert 
said he is developing a criminal justice program that is focused on food counterfeiting: 
“We take a risk based approach to analyze where the gaps are and look closer at where 
there is higher reward for fraud.” Actions taken by food and drink companies involve 
technological deterrents to counterfeiting, such as holograms, microdots, modifications 
to printed data codes, use-by dates, batch numbers and markers. However, a 2007 report 
from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development noted that 
counterfeiters are becoming more nimble in responding to these technical solutions, 
emphasizing that counterfeiters were being aided and abetted in this by ever improving 
and cheaper manufacturing, computing and printing technology. 
Source: http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Quality-Safety/More-food-fraud-
expected-as-prices-
rise/?c=DtqJR18k3PkTrDIXR9s0wA%3D%3D&utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_m
edium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily 
See also: http://news.msu.edu/story/5955/ 
 

24. February 17, USAgNet– (National) Disrupting bacteria’s cells may prevent 
foodborne illness. The rise in the number of foodborne illnesses from Salmonella, 
Listeria, and E. coli, coupled with the lack of an effective intervention method, has led 
to intense scientific research into prevention efforts. One solution may be interfering 
with quorum sensing, a sophisticated network of cell-to-cell communication in bacteria 
that may cause foodborne illness, according to a Scientific Status Summary published 
by the Institute of Food Technologists. In the article, published in the January/February 
2009 issue of the Journal of Food Science, the authors from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Agriculture Research Service, Eastern Regional Research Center in 
Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania review recent research on how inhibiting quorum sensing may 
help decrease foodborne illnesses. Interfering with quorum sensing impedes the growth 
of bacterial communities known as biofilms that can form on foods such as fresh 
produce. A biofilm might appear, for example, as a sticky film on a melon. Resistant to 
many conventional washing methods, biofilms cause persistent low-level contamination 
of foods. 
Source: http://www.usagnet.com/story-national.php?Id=383&yr=2009 
 

http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Quality-Safety/More-food-fraud-expected-as-prices-rise/?c=DtqJR18k3PkTrDIXR9s0wA%3D%3D&utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily
http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Quality-Safety/More-food-fraud-expected-as-prices-rise/?c=DtqJR18k3PkTrDIXR9s0wA%3D%3D&utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily
http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Quality-Safety/More-food-fraud-expected-as-prices-rise/?c=DtqJR18k3PkTrDIXR9s0wA%3D%3D&utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily
http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Quality-Safety/More-food-fraud-expected-as-prices-rise/?c=DtqJR18k3PkTrDIXR9s0wA%3D%3D&utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily
http://news.msu.edu/story/5955/
http://www.usagnet.com/story-national.php?Id=383&yr=2009
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25. February 16, United Press International – (National) Many more peanut products are 
recalled. General Mills Inc. and Stop & Shop supermarkets are among the U.S. 
companies issuing recent recalls of possibly tainted peanut products. The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration said some of the plants operated by the Peanut Corp. of American 
(PCA) were the source of the salmonella contamination. PCA filed for bankruptcy 
protection Friday in Virginia. Among the latest recalls of products containing peanuts, 
peanut butter and peanut paste manufactured by PCA were: General Mills Inc.: Three 
flavors of Cascadian Farm-brand snack bars —  peanut butter chip chewy granola, sweet 
and salty mixed nut chewy granola and sweet and salty peanut pretzel chews granola 
bars; Stop & Shop Supermarket Co.: Simply Enjoy-brand sweet and salty mixed nuts; 
Slim Fast, a Unilever United States Inc. company: Slim Fast Optima and Meal Options-
brands caramel crispy peanut meal on-the-go bars, Dutch chocolate breakfast and lunch 
bars and peanut butter flavor breakfast and lunch bars; Betty Lou’s Inc.: Betty Lou’s-
brand peanut butter protein bars distributed nationally; The Balance Bar Co.: Balance-
brand honey peanut nutrition energy bars; Melaleuca Inc.: Attain-, ProFlex15- and 
ProFlex20-brand chocolate peanut butter flavor nutrition bars sold nationwide in the 
United States, Canada and the United Kingdom; and In-Room Plus Inc. and In-Room 
West Inc.: Various brands of honey roasted peanuts and hot Cajun mix distributed to 
hotels in the United States, Canada, Mexico, Seychelles, Cayman Islands, St. Johns, St. 
Martin, Aruba and Grand Cayman. Major brands of jarred peanut butter are not affected 
by the recalls. 
Source: 
http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2009/02/16/Many_more_peanut_products_are_recal
led/UPI-81381234795469/ 
 

26. February 16, Chicago Tribune – (National) PETA targets McDonald’s over slaughter 
of chickens. Nine years after calling a truce with McDonald’s Corp., People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) says it is going on a new offensive against the 
Oak Brook, Illinois-based fast-food giant, this time over the most humane way to kill a 
chicken. Should chickens be knocked unconscious with a jolt of electricity and then 
have their throats cut, the conventional method of slaughter in this country? Or should 
they be gassed, a practice used to some extent in Europe? PETA, known for its in-your-
face protest style, claims the latter induces less suffering. So it has taken its cause to the 
U.S. chicken industry’s biggest customers, including McDonald’s and KFC Corp. PETA 
has been waging war against KFC since 2003 with its “ Kentucky Fried Cruelty” 
campaign, boycotting the firm, staging thousands of protests at KFC restaurants and 
using shock tactics like dousing company executives in fake blood. KFC franchisees in 
Canada, representing about 750 restaurants, agreed last year to begin buying chickens 
from suppliers that use the gas slaughter method. Expect a boycott and the KFC 
treatment from PETA at McDonald’s, starting with a planned protest Monday at the big 
McDonald’s in River North, Illinois, the organization says. PETA is largely reinstating 
the “McCruelty” campaign it last used against McDonald’s in 2000. PETA is aiming to 
pressure McDonald’s and KFC into convincing U.S. chicken suppliers to modify their 
plants to the gas method of slaughter. About 30 percent of the chicken McDonald’s buys 
in Europe comes from slaughterhouses that use the gas method. But in the United States, 
the technology hardly exists in the chicken industry. 

http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2009/02/16/Many_more_peanut_products_are_recalled/UPI-81381234795469/
http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2009/02/16/Many_more_peanut_products_are_recalled/UPI-81381234795469/
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Source: http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-mon-mcdonalds-peta-0216-
feb16,0,3043569.story 
 

27. February 16, East Oregonian – (Oregon) Explosion buries man at Con Agra Lamb-
Weston. A man is believed to be dead after he was buried in debris following an 
explosion at ConAgra Lamb Weston in Boardman Monday afternoon. At around 12:47 
p.m., emergency personnel were called to the potato processing plant at the Port of 
Morrow. A man was apparently welding inside a tank when something triggered an 
explosion, burying him in mud and metal debris. At around 1 p.m., the Boardman Police 
chief said he had very little information to share about the incident. Emergency 
personnel assumed the man was dead, the police chief added, although they could not 
know for sure. To assist in the effort to retrieve the man, local firefighters called in a 
confined space rescue team from the Portland General Electric coal-fired plant. By 4:35 
p.m., the man was still in the tank. “There are rules and regulations on what kind of team 
we need to get him out,” the Morrow County undersheriff said. “We’re having difficulty 
getting the resources we need.” 
Source: 
http://www.eastoregonian.info/main.asp?SectionID=13&SubSectionID=48&ArticleID=
89026&TM=31464.46 

 
[Return to top] 

Water Sector 
 
28. February 16, BusinessGreen – (Nevada) Vegas water watchers raise drought fears. 

Water supplies to Las Vegas could run dry within six years thanks to receding water 
levels at Lake Mead, officials warned the week of February 9-13. The chief executive of 
the Southern Nevada Water Authority said that the water level is due to drop below the 
inlets for the two “straws” that currently deliver water from the lake to the desert city. 
The executive, testifying before the state legislature, pointed to a project to create a third 
pipe as the best means of maintaining the city’s water supply. This 2.5-mile 
underground pipe is designed to create an inlet much deeper in the lake than its 
predecessors. Over the past nine years, the Colorado River, which feeds Lake Meade, 
has experienced an average inflow two-thirds of its normal intake, he said in his 
presentation. In January 2000, its levels were at 1,225 feet. Now, they are down to 1,112 
feet. Although the city has cut its water consumption by 21 billion gallons a year since 
2002 as a result of water saving measures, water levels in the lake have been continuing 
to decrease thanks to long-term drought in the region. 
Source: http://www.businessgreen.com/business-green/news/2236501/vegas-water-
watchers-raise 

 
[Return to top] 

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 
 

29. February 16, Reuters – (International) Vietnam has new bird flu patient – paper. A 
Vietnamese man has been tested positive for the deadly H5N1 flu virus, a state-run 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-mon-mcdonalds-peta-0216-feb16,0,3043569.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-mon-mcdonalds-peta-0216-feb16,0,3043569.story
http://www.eastoregonian.info/main.asp?SectionID=13&SubSectionID=48&ArticleID=89026&TM=31464.46
http://www.eastoregonian.info/main.asp?SectionID=13&SubSectionID=48&ArticleID=89026&TM=31464.46
http://www.businessgreen.com/business-green/news/2236501/vegas-water-watchers-raise
http://www.businessgreen.com/business-green/news/2236501/vegas-water-watchers-raise
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online newspaper quoted the Health Ministry as saying on Tuesday. The 32-year-old 
man from Kim Son district in the northern province of Ninh Binh, about 62 miles south 
of Hanoi, had slaughtered and eaten poultry about two weeks before developing flu 
infection. They also said his family’s poultry also died from unknown reasons. On 
Tuesday, Vietnam’s Animal Health Department said there were still seven provinces 
including Bac Ninh and Quang Ninh in the north and several Mekong Delta provinces 
affected by the latest recurrence of the bird flu outbreak in poultry. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/asiaCrisis/idUSHAN382628 

 
30. February 16, AboutLawsuits.com – (Georgia; Tennessee) VA clinic patients who 

received a colonoscopy warned of infection risk. Thousands of patients who received 
a colonoscopy at VA clinics in Tennessee and Georgia may have been exposed to a risk 
of infection, according to warnings issued the week of February 9-13. The Department 
of Veterans Affairs has mailed registered letters to 6,378 patients treated at the Alvin C. 
York VA Medical Center in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, who received a colonoscopy 
between April 23, 2003 and December 1, 2009. An additional 1,800 letters were sent to 
veterans who were treated at an ear, nose and throat clinic at the Charlie Norwood VA 
Medical Center in Augusta, Georgia between January 2008 and November 2008. 
Patients treated during these times may have come in contact with other patients’ 
infectious bodily fluids. Free blood tests are being offered to those affected and no 
infections have been identified so far. At the Tennessee VA Medical Center, the 
infection risk appears to have been caused by a valve in the colonoscopy equipment 
being connected incorrectly and the tubing attached to the colonoscope may not have 
been changed properly between patients. 
Source: http://www.aboutlawsuits.com/va-clinic-colonoscopy-infection-risk-2786/  

 
31. February 16, KSFY 13 Sioux Falls – (South Dakota) VA hospital hazmat was false 

alarm. When an alarm sounded Monday morning indicating that a dangerous gas may 
be leaking at a Veterans Affairs hospital in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, emergency 
responders and members of the Veterans Affairs Hospital reacted to the possible 
emergency. There were some evacuations, one in the basement which is where the 
possible leak was located and the other on the second floor for what was an unrelated 
incident. The triggered alarm indicated a leak of ethalyn oxide, a cleaning agent used to 
sterilize medical equipment, but when the HAZ-MAT team investigated it found no leak 
of the chemical, indicating a false alarm.  
Source: http://www.ksfy.com/news/local/39689012.html 

 
[Return to top] 

Government Facilities Sector 
 
32. February 17, Ohio State University Lantern – (Ohio) “Bomb” package was fake cash. 

Police are investigating security footage from the Ohio State Wexner Jewish Student 
Center after a woman left a suspicious package at the building on February 13. The 
Columbus Fire Department’s bomb squad was deployed to the Jewish Center on 
February 14 after a student reported an unattended suitcase near the front door of the 
building. Fire officials cordoned off an area about 500 feet from the suitcase before 

http://www.reuters.com/article/asiaCrisis/idUSHAN382628
http://www.aboutlawsuits.com/va-clinic-colonoscopy-infection-risk-2786/
http://www.ksfy.com/news/local/39689012.html
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using a robot-controlled water canon to destroy the suitcase. The suitcase contained 
stack of photocopied $50 bills, said the public information officer for the Columbus 
Division of Police. Fire officials then noticed another suspicious package across the 
street. The bag had a powdery white substance on it, so officials called the fire 
department’s hazardous materials unit. A Fire Battalion chief said the powder turned
to be “nothing biological.” The police do not yet know whether the two packages are
related. After the packages were found to be harmless, investigators collected securit
camera footage from the building, which shows a woman leaving the suitcase at the 
center at 10:46 p.m. on February 13. The footage also captured the woman’s car, an
public information officer said investigators are following this lead. “This is the first
time something like this has happened,” said the executive director of the Wexner 
Jewish Student Center. “We do not get intimidating calls, we do not get threats.” 
Source: 
http://media.www.thelantern.com/media/storage/paper333/news/2009/02/17/Campu
mb-Package.Was.Fake.Cash-3632332.shtml 

 
33. February 13, KTAR 92.3 Phoenix – (Arizona) School closed after mercury 

contamination found. Agua Fria High School was closed on February 13 after trace
mercury were found at the Avondale School. The school said that the mercury was 
found after police and fire units were called to an Avondale home on the night of 
February 12 to investigate a report that students had brought home a jar of mercury f
Agua Fria High School. Further investigation turned up details of mercury on the sc
campus. A hazardous materials disposal team was called in to decontaminate the ho
and the school campus, police said. Six people in the home, including two juveniles,
been exposed to the mercury and were taken to Banner Good Samaritan Medical Ce
where they were released after treatment. “In order to ensure the absolute safety of a
students and staff, the Agua Fria Union High School District has closed the campus 
further notice,” the school said. Police said they were trying to determine the source 
the mercury contamination. The school sent a letter to parents, advising them of the 
situation. 
Source: http://ktar.com/?nid=6&sid=1084735&r=1 
 

[Return to top] 

Emergency Services Sector 
 

34. February 16, Bolivar Commercial – (National) Delta State mapmakers helping ou
disasters. Delta State University’s Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Informati
Technologies teamed up with the United States Marine Corps, U.S. Geological Surv
Tele Atlas, and TerraGo Technologies to create detailed mapping of the Washington
D.C. area to aid responders in the event of a disaster. “It started last year as a 
demonstration project for the Joint Task Force National Capital Region,” said the 
director of the center. “We convened under Department of Defense authority to provide 
homeland security and crisis response for 13 counties and Washington, D.C.,” he said. 
“The fundamental problem the project was addressing was literally addressing lots of 
places that don’t have an address.” So they needed a system that allowed for the location 
of an individual without a street address,” he said. The staff at the center compiled a 
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754-page atlas using the United States National Grid that included a two kilometer 
buffer zone of the entire beltway area. The atlas is now readily available for emergency 
responders in Washington, D.C. The center has since been asked to create maps for the 
Maryland State Police.  
Source: http://www.clarionledger.com/article/20090216/NEWS/902160313/1001/news  

 
35. February 16, San Antonio Express News – (Texas) New 911 system aims to handle 

latest technology. Existing 911 systems in Texas, designed 40 years ago, are near the 
end of their technological usefulness, according to a new report by the Commission on 
State Emergency Communications calling for “Next Generation 911.” The new system 
would handle text messaging, voice-over-Internet protocol, and cell phone camera 
images and video — which could help those who respond to emergencies as well as 
those who report them, advocates say. People at emergency scenes could send a photo or 
video with their cell phones to a 911 operator, who could then forward it to first 
responders still on their way there. At the Bexar Metro 911 Network District, the 
executive director expects to spend $24 million over the next five years implementing 
the new system in Bexar, Comal, and Guadalupe counties. 
Source: 
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/state/New_911_system_aims_to_handle_latest_tec
hnology.html  

 
36. February 16, University of Wisconsin Badger Herald – (Wisconsin) MPD has concerns 

about 911 auto-dispatch. Madison police officers are skeptical they have the adequate 
processes and staffing in place to respond to every dropped 911 call in which the caller 
does not pick up on a return call, a policy introduced by the Dane County executive. 
Furthermore, some 911 Center officials are concerned the new software will be difficult 
to grow accustomed to given the tried-and-true nature of the old systems. The executive 
has pressed the change since the homicide of a University of Wisconsin junior last 
April, when a call from her cell phone to the 911 Center did not spark an immediate 
police response. A captain at the Madison Police Department said the debate concerning 
the addition of the priority dispatch is based on the assumption every police agency in 
Dane County dispatched by the 911 Center can react to a crime in the same manner. The 
Dane County executive introduced police priority dispatch as part of the 2009 budget, 
but the new system has yet to be approved by the Operating Practice Committee of the 
911 Center Board.  
Source: http://badgerherald.com/news/2009/02/16/mpd_has_concerns_abo.php 

 
[Return to top]  

Information Technology 
 

37. February 16, Times South Africa – (International) PC virus invades Germany. A 
computer virus which has already hit defense computers in Britain and France has 
spread to German military systems, the Defense Ministry in Berlin said on February 14. 
The Conficker computer worm has exasperated computer users right around the globe in 
recent weeks, but security-conscious military users had been thought to be better 
prepared to repel it. The spokesman said several German armed forces sites had to be 

http://www.clarionledger.com/article/20090216/NEWS/902160313/1001/news
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/state/New_911_system_aims_to_handle_latest_technology.html
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/state/New_911_system_aims_to_handle_latest_technology.html
http://badgerherald.com/news/2009/02/16/mpd_has_concerns_abo.php
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disconnected from the military network after hundreds of computers were taken over by 
Conficker. However, no other disruptions were reported. He said army computer 
recovery specialists and a private company were ridding the computers of the virus. 
France suffered a military outage from the worm in mid-January. Britain’s Defense 
Ministry has also admitted problems with it. Microsoft has posted a reward of $250,000 
for the capture of the person who spread the virus, which takes over Windows operating 
systems, attempts to crack passwords and downloads malware from the Internet. 
Source: http://www.thetimes.co.za/News/Article.aspx?id=940435  

 
38. February 16, The Register – (International) Hackers: BitDefender site exposes private 

data (yet again). Romanian hackers have discovered a security flaw in the Web site of 
anti-virus provider BitDefender. They said it was the second time in a week the 
company has inadvertently exposed a database that is supposed to remain private. 
According to an item posted to HackersBlog, BitDefender’s main Web site can be 
tricked into disclosing database contents by embedding commands into the 
BitDefender.com URL. “This parameter gives access to the DB,” a hacker reported. “I 
will not publish too much now as I am waiting for the problem to be solved.” The 
hacker went on to say he had reported the vulnerability to the site’s Web master but had 
received no reply. “Therefore, knowing they read our articles, I will let them know here 
that they have a vulnerable parameter,” he wrote. A BitDefender spokesman confirmed 
the site had an unchecked parameter that was fixed on February 14. But he denied the 
flaw exposed any private information or resulted in an SQL injection. The week of 
February 9-13, HackersBlog reported a separate vulnerability in BitDefender.pt, the 
authorized seller of BitDefender software for Portuguese-speaking customers. It had the 
potential to expose names and email addresses of people who used the site. The 
company has yet to say whether any such information was accessed.  
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/02/16/bitdefender_website_breach/ 

 
Internet Alert Dashboard 

 
 To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US−CERT at soc@us−cert.gov or visit their 

Website:  http://www.us−cert.gov. 
 
 Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and Analysis Center) 

 Website:  https://www.it−isac.org/. 

 

 
[Return to top] 

Communications Sector 
 

39. February 16, WTVY 4 Dothan – (Alabama) Wireless providers limit 911 ability. A 
state report says two wireless providers are not providing local first responders with 
enough data to locate someone in an emergency. The board had questioned whether 
issues with the system were with e-911 workers and equipment, or with service 
providers. “Phase 2” compliance allows a 911 operator to immediately locate a caller 
who is calling from a cell phone. All carriers except Verizon and T-mobile were fully 
functional as of this week. On February 16, an individual with the wireless board 

   

http://www.thetimes.co.za/News/Article.aspx?id=940435
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/02/16/bitdefender_website_breach/
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http://www.us%E2%88%92cert.gov
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explained the situation to e-911 board members. “That is an issue with the wireless 
providers; both providers are people who I believe that once we make a few phone calls 
it will be resolved in a short time.” 
Source: http://www.wtvynews4.com/news/headlines/39672147.html 

 
[Return to top] 

Commercial Facilities Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top] 

National Monuments & Icons Sector 
 

40. February 17, KRNV 4 Reno and Associated Press – (Nevada) Heavy snow expected in 
the Sierra, avalanche warning issued. More heavy snow was expected in the Sierra 
Nevada on February 16 after a series of storms dumped as much as seven feet of snow 
in the past week. The Lake Tahoe region remained under a winter storm warning, where 
forecasters said another three feet could accumulate by early February 17 at the higher 
elevations. Back-country safety advocates have issued an avalanche advisory for the 
Central Sierra Nevada Mountains between Yuba Pass on the north, and Ebbetts Pass on 
the south. According to an avalanche forecaster for the Tahoe National Forest, large 
natural and human-triggered avalanches are likely throughout the area, and backcountry 
travel in or around avalanche terrain is not recommended. 
Source: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29226477/ 

 
[Return to top] 

Dams Sector 
 

41. February 16, WATE 6 Knoxville – (Tennessee) Small electrical fire sparks at Norris 
Dam. Crews put out a small electrical fire the morning of February 16 in a switchgear 
room at Norris Dam. Tennessee Valley Authority officials say the fire sparked around 
6:00 a.m. and the Anderson County Fire Department responded. Unit 2 at Norris Dam is 
offline, but unit 1 is still operating. It could take a few days to complete repairs. TVA 
says service has not been interrupted. 
Source: http://www.wate.com/Global/story.asp?S=9852963&nav=menu7_2_7_1 

 
42. February 15, MetroWest Daily News – (Massachusetts) Upgrade sought for 

Westborough dam. Federal and state officials will be in Westborough this week to 
discuss a proposed upgrade to a town dam. On Thursday, February 19, staff from the 
state Department of Conservation and Recreation and the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service will present a plan to update the 
George H. Nichols Dam. Located on the Assabet River, the flood control dam forms the 
Westborough Reservoir off Mill Road. It is 20 feet high and currently can store 530 
million gallons of water, according to the Federal Government. The dam protects homes 

http://www.wtvynews4.com/news/headlines/39672147.html
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29226477/
http://www.wate.com/Global/story.asp?S=9852963&nav=menu7_2_7_1
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and businesses within a 7 square-mile area from flooding. According to a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture press release, the dam was built between 1962 and 1987 and 
is in need of upgrades due to upstream urban development. Land use changes in the area 
have significantly increased the amount of runoff handled by the dam, the press release 
said.  
Source: http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/news/x1344337651/Upgrade-sought-for-
Westborough-dam 
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