Protected, but not comfortably

The heart of the military’s chemical warfare defense system is a specially constructed
protective modular suit, with pieces added as the threat level increases. It is made of a
fire- retardant fabric that protects against chemical and biological agents, but it is
unwieldy and can quickly become unbearably hot.
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The downside

Heat: Wearing the suit can add
Butyl 10 degrees or more to the
;‘,‘g‘f’;’ wearer’s perceived ambient
temperature. If outside
temperatures exceed 80 degrees,
soldiers wearing the chemical
suits and masks are told to rest
for 45 or 50 minutes for every 10
to 15 minutes of combat.

Joint chemical agent
detector (JCAD)

m Hand-held, pocket-sized
m Real-time detection of
nerve and blister agents

m Calculates accumulated
exposure to harmful
agents

m Stores up to 72 hours of
detection data
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Movement: Can be unwieldy,
particularly during combat
situations.

Nourishment: Soldiers can drink
in the suits but not eat.

Bodily functions: Male solders
can relieve themselves while
wearing the suits, but it's a two-
person process. Women cannot
uninate without risking exposure
to contaminants.

Pants, secured at ankles

Multipurpose
overboots are oil-,
water- and fire-
resistant. Boots can be
used for 60 days, or 24
hours if contaiminated.

Levels of protection

The military’s system of protective garments is modular, allowing soldiers to wear only what they need,
depending on the circumstances.
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