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210 months, and the court-ordered restitution 
totaled more than $19 million.
A U.S. Army captain pled guilty in U.S. District 
Court to the theft of government property and 
structuring financial transactions involving ap-
proximately $690,000 in CERP funds.
A former U.S. Army colonel was sentenced to 
five years in prison for his role in a bribery con-
spiracy in Hilla, Iraq.
A former DoD contracting officer was sentenced 
to 110 months in prison for filing false income 
tax returns in which he failed to report more 
than $2.4 million in income.
The husband of a former U.S. Army officer 
was sentenced for laundering stolen money 
from Iraq.
A retired U.S. Army major was sentenced to 
57 months in prison for his role in a bribery 
scheme involving DoD contracts.
A Coalition partner citizen was arrested for 
money laundering involving a Coalition Provi-
sional Authority contract.
A U.S. Army major was arrested after being 
indicted and charged with bulk cash smuggling 
and making false statements.
A former U.S. Army lieutenant colonel was 
sentenced to 42 months in prison for his role in a 
bribery conspiracy in Hilla, Iraq. 

Criminal Information Filed 
Charging U.S. Army Staff 
Sergeant with Money 
Laundering
On November 2, 2009, a criminal information was 
filed in the U.S. District Court, San Antonio, Texas, 
charging a U.S. Army staff sergeant with one count 
of money laundering. The criminal information 
reflected that, from about January to October 2004, 

SIGIR Investigations continues to actively pursue 
allegations of fraud, waste, and abuse in Iraq, with 
113 open investigations. SIGIR has 5 investiga-
tive personnel assigned to Baghdad; 12 at SIGIR 
headquarters in Arlington, Virginia; and 16 in 
offices in Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Florida, 
Texas, Arizona, Ohio, Michigan, New York, and 
California. This quarter, SIGIR placed a special 
agent in Rome, New York, to support the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service project, and 
placed an auditor in Phoenix, Arizona, to support 
investigations in the Southwest and West. To date, 
the work of SIGIR investigators has resulted in 26 
arrests, 33 indictments, 25 convictions, and more 
than $53 million in fines, forfeitures, recoveries, 
and restitution.

This quarter, SIGIR continued to conduct a 
number of significant criminal investigations re-
lated to Iraq reconstruction and work closely with 
prosecutors, U.S. partner investigative agencies, 
and Coalition partner investigators. As a result of 
SIGIR investigations, two defendants are pending 
indictment based upon arrest complaints, seven 
defendants are awaiting trial, and an additional 
four defendants are awaiting sentencing in a num-
ber of cases. For a comprehensive list of convic-
tions compiled by the Department of Justice, see 
Table 4.4 at the end of this section. 

SIGIR notes these investigative activities this 
quarter:

A Criminal Information was filed charging a 
U.S. Army staff sergeant with money laundering 
as part of a larger bribery investigation.
Major John Cockerham, Melissa Cockerham 
(his wife), Carolyn Blake (his sister), and Nyree 
Pettaway (his niece) were all sentenced in U.S. 
District Court for their participation in a bribery 
and money-laundering scheme related to bribes 
paid for contracts awarded in support of the 
Iraq war. The jail sentences ranged from 12 to 
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The individuals were sentenced as follows: 
John L. Cockerham, 43, a former major in the 
U.S. Army, was sentenced to 210 months in 
prison. He also was ordered to serve three years 
of supervised release following the prison term 
and to pay $9.6 million in restitution. 
Melissa Cockerham, 43, John Cockerham’s wife, 
was sentenced to 41 months in prison. She also 
was ordered to serve three years of supervised 
release following the prison term and to pay  
$1.4 million in restitution. 
Carolyn Blake, 46, John Cockerham’s sister, was 
sentenced to 70 months in prison. She also was 
ordered to serve three years of supervised release 
following the prison term and to pay $3.1 million 
in restitution. 
Nyree Pettaway, 36, John Cockerham’s niece, was 
sentenced to 12 months and 1 day in prison. She 
also was ordered to serve two years of supervised 
release and to pay $5 million in restitution.

John Cockerham pled guilty in February 2008 
to conspiracy, bribery, and money laundering for 
his participation in a complex bribery scheme 
while working as an Army contracting officer in 
2004 and 2005. Cockerham was responsible for 
awarding contracts for services to be delivered to 
troops in Iraq. Cockerham admitted that in return 
for awarding contracts, he received more than  
$9 million in bribe proceeds. Once Cockerham 
agreed to take money in exchange for awarding 

the staff sergeant was assigned to Logistical Sup-
port Area (LSA) Anaconda, a military installation 
near Balad, Iraq, established in 2003 to support 
U.S. military operations in Iraq.

The criminal information reflects that from 
about April 2004 to about August 2005, Person A 
was employed by the Army and deployed to LSA 
Anaconda as a contracting officer.  Funding sources 
for contracts awarded at LSA Anaconda included 
CERP, IRRF, and U.S. Army O&A funds.  Dur-
ing this same period, Person A accepted illicit and 
secret bribe payments from foreign companies seek-
ing to secure Army contracts, and, in return, Person 
A used his official position at LSA Anaconda to, 
among other things, steer Army contracts to these 
foreign companies.  Person A accepted hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in this criminal scheme. 

The criminal information further reflects 
that from about August 2004 to about February 
2005, Person A transferred a portion of the bribe 
payments he received—approximately $31,800 
in cash—to the staff sergeant. She then deposited 
these funds into a domestic bank account and 
subsequently used these funds to purchase, among 
other things, a car, cosmetic surgery, and house-
hold furnishings. 

This investigation is being conducted jointly 
by SIGIR, the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation 
Command-Major Procurement Fraud Unit (CID-
MPFU), Defense Criminal Investigative Service 
(DCIS), Internal Revenue Service (IRS), and Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

Army Officer, Wife, and Relatives 
Sentenced in Bribery and Money 
Laundering Scheme
A former U.S. Army contracting officer, his wife, 
his sister, and his niece were sentenced in U.S. 
District Court, San Antonio, Texas, on December 
2, 2009, for their participation in a bribery and 
money laundering scheme related to bribes paid for 
contracts awarded in support of the Iraq war.

Former Maj. John Cockerham is escorted into federal court for 
sentencing. He was convicted of taking $9.6 million in bribes 
from military contractors. (Photo by Shaminder Dulai. Copyright 
2009 San Antonio Express-News, reprinted with permission.)
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In pleading guilty to the offenses, Nguyen 
admitted that while on deployment to Iraq, he 
stole and converted to his own use approximately 
$690,000 in U.S. currency. Nguyen gained access 
to the currency in his capacity as the project pur-
chasing officer in the 1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry 
Regiment of the U.S. Army. The currency was 
derived from Commander’s Emergency Response 
Program (CERP) funds. CERP funds are the prop-
erty of the United States and are managed by DoD. 
The currency was intended as payment for security 
contracts with the Sons of Iraq as well as humani-
tarian relief and reconstruction programs. 

Nguyen transported the stolen currency into 
the United States by mailing it to himself at his 
family’s Oregon residence before his return from 
Iraq. Shortly after he returned from Iraq, Nguyen 
opened new bank accounts at Bank of America, 
Washington Mutual Bank, America’s Credit 
Union, and Heritage Bank, and proceeded to 
deposit $387,550 of the stolen CERP currency into 
those accounts in Oregon and elsewhere. Between 
June 9, 2008, and September 26, 2008, Nguyen 
made repeated deposits of stolen currency in a 
manner that was intended to evade federal report-
ing requirements for the deposit of large amounts 
of money. 

After depositing the money in the accounts, 
Nguyen purchased a 2008 BMW and a 2009 

contracts, he directed the contractors to pay his 
wife and sister, among others, in order to conceal 
the receipt of bribe payments.

Melissa Cockerham pled guilty in February 
2008 to money laundering for accepting $1.4 mil-
lion on John Cockerham’s behalf, and she admitted 
storing the money in safe deposit boxes at banks 
in Kuwait and Dubai. Carolyn Blake pled guilty 
in March 2009 to money laundering for accepting 
more than $3 million on John Cockerham’s behalf, 
and she admitted storing the money in safe deposit 
boxes at banks in Kuwait. Blake also admitted that 
she intended to keep 10 percent of the money that 
she collected. Both Melissa Cockerham and Caro-
lyn Blake also admitted that they obstructed justice 
by impeding and obstructing the investigation.

Nyree Pettaway pled guilty in July 2009 to 
conspiring with John Cockerham, Carolyn Blake, 
and others to obstruct the investigation of money 
laundering related to Cockerham’s receipt of bribes. 
Pettaway admitted that Cockerham solicited her 
help in creating cover stories for the millions of 
dollars he received and in returning $3 million in 
cash to co-conspirators for safekeeping. Pettaway 
also admitted that she traveled to Kuwait in Janu-
ary 2007, received the cash from Blake, and gave 
it to others to hold for Cockerham. To date, the 
United States has recovered more than $3 million 
in bribe proceeds.

This investigation is being conducted jointly by 
SIGIR, CID-MPFU, DCIS, IRS, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE), and FBI.

U. S. Army Captain Pleads 
Guilty to Theft of Government 
Property and Structuring 
Financial Transactions Related 
to CERP Funds 
On December 7, 2009, Captain Michael Dung 
Nguyen pled guilty in U.S. District Court, Port-
land, Oregon, to the crimes of theft of government 
property and structuring financial transactions. 

Nyree Pettaway leaves the John H. Wood, Jr. Federal Courthouse. 
The niece of Fort Sam Houston-based Army Maj. John Cockerham 
pled guilty to conspiracy to obstruct justice. Pettaway, of 
suburban Houston, admitted helping Cockerham cover up 
evidence of $15 million in bribes that he expected to get for 
steering bottled-water contracts to companies in Kuwait.  
(Photo by Nicole Frugé. Copyright 2009 San Antonio Express-
News, reprinted with permission.)
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involving the theft of millions of dollars from the 
CPA in Iraq, all of which occurred during Robert 
Stein’s tenure as the comptroller for the CPA-SC. 
Shortly after assuming the position of comptroller, 
Stein met Bloom, a U.S. citizen who owned and 
operated several businesses in Iraq and Romania. 
From December 2003 until December 2004, with 
the assistance of other complicit CPA-SC personnel, 
Stein used a rigged bidding process that resulted 
in approximately 20 construction contracts being 
awarded by the CPA-SC to Bloom’s companies. In 
total, Bloom received more than $8.6 million in 
rigged contract awards. In return, Bloom provided 
his co-conspirators with payments of more than 
$1 million in cash, expensive vehicles, business 
class airline tickets, computers, jewelry, promises of 
employment, and other items of value. Bloom also 
laundered in excess of $2 million in cash that had 
been stolen from the vault at the CPA-SC. Bloom 
used his bank accounts in Romania and Switzer-
land to send the stolen funds to his co-conspirators. 
The stolen funds were also used to purchase weap-
ons, including machine guns, assault rifles, grenade 
launchers and silencers, which the conspirators 
converted to their personal use in the U.S.

The initial phase of this investigation was con-
ducted by SIGIR special agents in Iraq, with support 
from SIGIR auditors and inspectors. Subsequent 
casework in the United States was conducted by 
SIGIR, IRS, and ICE with some assistance from 
other federal agencies. The conspirators were pros-
ecuted by trial attorneys of the Public Integrity Sec-
tion, Criminal Division, U.S. Department of Justice. 

Former U.S. Army Colonel Sentenced
On December 8, 2009, Curtis Whiteford, a former 
colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve, was sentenced 
in U.S. District Court, Trenton, New Jersey, to five 
years in prison. Whiteford was also ordered to pay 
$16,200 in restitution and to serve two years of 
supervised release following his prison term.

Along with former U.S. Army Lt. Col. Debra 
Harrison, former U.S. Army Reserve Lt. Col. 
Michael Wheeler, and civilian William Driver, 

Hummer H3T, in addition to purchasing comput-
ers, firearms, electronics, and furniture. During 
the execution of a search warrant, investigators 
discovered more than $300,000 in stolen CERP 
currency hidden in the attic of Nguyen’s Portland 
family home.

Nguyen is scheduled to be sentenced on March 1, 
2010. In addition to pleading guilty, Nguyen agreed 
to forfeit all the stolen currency, as well as all of the 
personal property purchased with the stolen funds. 

This investigation is being conducted jointly by 
IRS, CID-MPFU, DCIS, FBI, and SIGIR. 

As a result of this investigation, SIGIR’s Audits 
Directorate announced the audit of the Sons of Iraq 
Program (Project No. 1004) to determine the cost, 
outcome, and oversight of efforts to train and equip 
the Sons of Iraq using funds from the Command-
er’s Emergency Response Program. 

Two Former U.S. Army Officers 
and the Husband of Another 
Sentenced for Their Roles  
in Bribery Conspiracy  
in Hilla, Iraq
As of January 21, 2010, the last remaining defen-
dants resulting from SIGIR’s investigation of the 
“Bloom-Stein Conspiracy” have been sentenced to 
prison. In all, this investigation led to the imprison-
ment of eight conspirators, with the final three be-
ing sentenced in December 2009 and January 2010.

The investigation began with a whistleblower 
complaining to SIGIR about contracting irregulari-
ties at the Coalition Provisional Authority-South 
Central Region (CPA-SC) in Hilla, Iraq. SIGIR 
auditors subsequently found that contract awards 
to Phillip Bloom for construction work at police 
academies in Hilla and Babylon, and a library  
in Karbala, involved inflated charges, the circum-
vention of CPA regulations, improper disburse-
ments, and work that had not been performed. 

The resultant investigation uncovered a mas-
sive bribery, fraud and money laundering scheme, 
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Former U.S. Army Colonel—the Eighth 
and Final Defendant Sentenced
On January 21, 2010, Michael Wheeler, a former 
U.S. Army lieutenant colonel and the eighth and 
last remaining defendant to be sentenced as part 
of the investigation, was sentenced in U.S. District 
Court, Trenton, New Jersey, to 42 months in prison. 
Wheeler was also ordered to pay $1,200 in restitu-
tion and a $100 special assessment, and to serve three 
years of supervised release following his prison term. 
Wheeler was convicted of conspiracy to commit 
bribery, honest services wire fraud, the interstate 
transport of stolen property, and possession of 
unregistered firearms.

Former DoD Contracting 
Officer Sentenced  
to 110 Months in Prison  
for Filing False Tax Returns
On December 10, 2009, Tijani Ahmed Saani, a 
former civilian employee of the U.S. Department 
of Defense (DoD), was sentenced to 110 months in 
prison for filing false tax returns in which he failed 
to report more than $2.4 million in income. Saani 
was also ordered to pay a $1.6 million fine and 
serve one year of supervised release following his 
prison term. Saani was also ordered to pay $816,485 
in restitution to the IRS. 

Saani, a former resident of Kuwait City, Kuwait, 
and dual U.S./Ghanaian citizen, pleaded guilty 
on June 25, 2009, to five counts of filing false tax 
returns, one for each tax year from 2003 through 
2007. According to court documents, Saani 
admitted failing to report at least $2.4 million in 
taxable income during this time, while he served 
in Kuwait as a contracting officer for the DoD. 
According to the indictment to which Saani pled 
guilty, he worked on detail from 2002 until 2007 
at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. Saani also admitted he 
failed to report his ownership interest in foreign 
bank accounts in five different countries, including 
Ghana, Switzerland, the Jersey Channel Islands, 

Whiteford was charged in a 25-count indict-
ment unsealed on February 7, 2007, with various 
crimes related to a scheme to defraud the CPA-SC. 
Whiteford was the second-most senior official and 
highest ranking military officer at CPA-SC in Hilla. 
On November 7, 2008, a federal jury convicted 
Whiteford of conspiracy to commit bribery and the 
interstate transport of stolen property. Harrison 
pled guilty on July 28, 2008, to one count of honest 
services wire fraud for her role in the scheme, and 
was sentenced on June 4, 2009, to 30 months in 
prison, followed by two years of supervised proba-
tion, and to pay $366,640 in restitution. 

Husband of Former Army Officer 
Sentenced for Laundering Money 
Stolen from Iraq 
On December 11, 2009, William Driver, a New 
Jersey accountant, was sentenced in U.S. District 
Court for the District of New Jersey in Trenton 
for laundering portions of more than $300,000 
acquired as part of his role in the Bloom-Stein 
conspiracy. The funds were stolen from the CPA in 
Iraq and brought back to the United States by his 
wife, Debra Harrison. From April through June 
2004, Harrison was the deputy comptroller and 
acting comptroller of CPA-SC. At the plea hearing, 
Driver admitted that Harrison stole money from 
the CPA-SC and transported it to their home in 
Trenton. Driver then contracted a home improve-
ment company to build a deck on their home; from 
October through December 2004, he and Harrison 
used the stolen cash to make four payments of 
$9,000 each to the contractor. Driver also admitted 
that he and his wife made cash payments to evade 
transaction-reporting requirements when the 
contractor deposited the funds at a bank. 

Driver was sentenced to six months home con-
finement, three years probation and ordered to pay 
a $100 special assessment and $36,000 in restitu-
tion. The judge commented during the sentencing 
that she took into account that, as a consequence of 
his guilty plea, Driver lost his job and pension with 
the State of New Jersey. 
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This investigation is being conducted jointly by 
SIGIR, CID-MPFU, DCIS, IRS, ICE, and FBI.

Coalition Partner Citizen 
Arrested for Money Laundering 
Involving a CPA Contract
An ongoing joint investigation by SIGIR, Coalition-
partner criminal investigative personnel, and DCIS 
has led to the arrest of a citizen of the Coalition-
partner country. Because of the sensitivity of the 
investigation, SIGIR will not identify at this time 
the Coalition partner involved. 

The investigation involves an $8.4 million con-
tract awarded by the CPA. It is alleged as a result of 
the investigation that the contractor provided false 
documentation in order to receive full payment for 
the contract and failed to deliver any items under 
the terms of the contract. The Coalition-partner 
citizen arrested was the chief executive of one of 
the companies involved in this investigation. 

U.S. Army Major Arrested  
after Being Indicted  
for Bulk-Cash Smuggling  
and Making False Statements
A U.S. Army major was arrested on January 11, 
2010, following an indictment by a federal grand 
jury in Memphis, Tennesee. The indictment, origi-
nally returned on January 5, 2010, was unsealed 
after the arrest charging the major with bulk-cash 
smuggling and making false statements to a federal 
agency. According to the indictment, in January 
2005, the major smuggled in excess of $100,000 in 
currency, concealed in a Federal Express pack-
age, into the United States from Iraq, and failed 
to declare that he imported the money. As alleged 
in the indictment, from August 2004 through 
February 2005, the major was deployed to Balad 
Regional Contracting Center at Logistical Support 
Area (LSA) Anaconda in Iraq. LSA Anaconda is a 

the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Saani 
used these accounts to help conceal his unreported 
income, and to send and receive wire transfers 
totaling more than $3.5 million.

This investigation is being conducted jointly by 
SIGIR, CID-MPFU, DCIS, IRS, ICE, and FBI.

Retired U.S. Army Major 
Sentenced to 57 Months  
in Prison for Role in Bribery 
Scheme Involving DoD Contracts
On December 16, 2009, Christopher H. Murray, 
a retired major in the U.S. Army, was sentenced 
in U.S. District Court, Columbus, Georgia, to 
57 months in prison, and ordered to pay $245,000 
in restitution, and to serve three years of supervised 
release following the prison term for his role in a 
bribery scheme related to DoD contracts awarded 
in Kuwait. 

Murray pled guilty in January 2009 to a crimi-
nal information charging him with four counts of 
bribery and one count of making a false statement. 
In 2005 and 2006, according to the court docu-
ments, then-Major Murray served as a contracting 
specialist in the small purchases branch of the 
contracting office at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. As a 
contracting specialist, Murray was responsible for 
soliciting bids for military contracts, evaluating the 
sufficiency of those bids, and then recommending 
the award of contracts to particular contractors. 
In this capacity, Murray solicited and received ap-
proximately $225,000 in bribes from DoD contrac-
tors in exchange for recommending the award of 
contracts for various goods and services.

According to court documents, Murray 
returned to Kuwait in fall 2006 as a contracting of-
ficer and solicited and received another $20,000 in 
bribes from a DoD contractor in exchange for the 
award of a construction contract. When confront-
ed with evidence of his criminal conduct, Murray 
made false statements to federal agents (SIGIR, 
DCIS, and CID-MPFU) investigating the matter. 
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Suspension and Debarment

Since December 2005, SIGIR has worked closely 
with the Department of Justice, CID-MPFU, DCIS, 
and the Army Legal Services Agency’s Procure-
ment Fraud Branch (PFB) to suspend and debar 
contractors and government personnel for fraud or 
corruption within the U.S. Army, including those 
involving Iraq reconstruction or Army support 
contracts in Iraq. These cases arise as the result of 
criminal indictments filed in federal district courts 
and allegations of contractor irresponsibility that 
require fact-based examination by the Army’s 
Suspension and Debarment Official. 

To date, the Army has suspended 88 individuals 
and companies involved in sustainment and recon-
struction contracts supporting the Army in Iraq 
and Kuwait. A total of 96 individuals and compa-
nies have been proposed for debarment, resulting 
in 78 finalized debarments, ranging in duration 
from 9 months to 10 years. PFB is aggressively 
pursuing additional companies and individuals in-
volved with fraud associated with Army contracts 
in Iraq, Kuwait, and other locations in Southwest 
Asia, with additional suspension and debarment 
actions expected during 2010. Cases originating in 
Afghanistan—previously listed with cases originat-
ing in Iraq, Kuwait, and other locations in South-
west Asia—were removed from PFB’s submissions 
to SIGIR in the third quarter of 2009 and are now 
included in the quarterly report produced by the 
Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction (SIGAR). 

For a list of debarments, see Table 4.5. For a 
complete list of suspensions and debarments, see 
Appendix F. ◆

U.S. military installation established in approxi-
mately 2003 to support U.S. military operations in 
Iraq. While deployed to LSA Anaconda, the major 
served as a contracting officer. Funding sources 
for contracts awarded at LSA Anaconda included 
CERP, IRRF, and U.S. Army O&A funds.

According to the indictment, on or about 
January 11, 2005, the major sent a Federal Express 
package from Balad to Killeen, Texas, which was 
seized by Customs and Border Protection officers 
in Memphis. The international air waybill for the 
package reflected that it contained books, papers, 
a jewelry box and clothes with a total declared 
customs value of $140, but did not disclose the 
currency allegedly also contained in the package. 
According to the indictment, the package also 
contained $107,900 in U.S. currency and 17,120,000 
in Iraqi dinar. The major allegedly failed to file a 
Currency or Monetary Instruments Transaction 
Report as required by federal law when transport-
ing currency in the amounts of more than $10,000 
into or out of the United States.

The indictment also contains a criminal for-
feiture allegation. Specifically, if convicted of the 
bulk-cash smuggling charge, the major would be 
ordered to forfeit all the money he is alleged to have 
concealed in the package. 

This investigation is being conducted jointly by 
SIGIR, CID-MPFU, DCIS, FBI, IRS, and ICE.
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Table 4.4
Convictions (as compiled by the Department of Justice)

Name Charges
Date of  

Conviction Sentence

Michael D. Nguyen Theft and Structuring Financial Transactions 12/7/2009 Pending

Ronald Radcliffe Bribery and Money Laundering 10/16/2009 Pending

Joselito Domingo Bribery 11/19/2009 Pending

Gloria Martinez Bribery and Conspiracy 8/12/2009 Pending

Robert Jeffery Conspiracy and theft 8/11/2009 Pending

William Driver Money Laundering 8/5/2009
3 years probation, to include  
6 months home confinement;  
$36,000  restitution

Nyree Pettaway Conspiracy to Obstruct Justice 7/28/2009
12 months and 1 day in prison; 2 
years of supervised release; $5 million  
restitution

Michel Jamil Conspiracy 7/27/2009 Pending

Robert Young Conspiracy and theft of Government Property 7/24/2009
97 months in prison, 3 years supervised 
release; forfeiture of $1 million; and 
restitution of $26,276,472

Samir Itani Conspiracy 7/21/2009 Pending

Tijani Saani Filing false tax returns 6/25/2009
110 months in prison; 1 year supervised 
release; $1.6 million fine; and $816,485 
in restitution to the IRS

Diane Demilta Wire fraud 5/27/2009
6 months in prison; 12-month house 
arrest; 2 years supervised release; 
$20,000 fine; $70,000 restitution

Benjamin R. Kafka Misprision of a felony 5/18/2009 Pending

Elbert George Theft of government property; conspiracy 5/18/2009 Pending

Roy Greene, Jr. Theft of government property; conspiracy 5/18/2009 Pending

Frederick Kenvin Conspiracy 4/30/2009 Pending

Stephen Day Conspiracy to defraud the United States by misrepresentation 4/13/2009 Pending

Jeff Alex Mazon, Contractor, 
KBR Major fraud against the United States and wire fraud 3/24/2009 Pending

Carolyn Blake,  
Sister of Maj. John Cockerham Conspiracy and money laundering 3/19/2009

70 months in prison; 3 years of 
supervised release; $3.1 million 
restitution

Michael Carter, Project 
Engineer, Force Protection 
Industries

Violating the Anti-Kickback Act 1/25/2009 Pending

Harith al-Jabawi, Contractor Conspiracy, bribery, and false statements 1/22/2009 Pending

Maj. Christopher Murray,  
USA Contracting Officer    Bribery and false statements 1/8/2009 57 months in prison; 3 years supervised 

release; $245,000 restitution

Maj. Theresa Baker,  
USAR Contracting Officer Conspiracy and bribery 12/22/2008 70 months in prison;  

$825,000 restitution

Col. Curtis Whiteford,  
USAR Senior Official, CPA-
South Central Region

Conspiracy, bribery, and wire fraud 11/7/2008 5 years in prison; 2 years supervised 
release; $16,200 restitution

Lt. Col. Michael Wheeler, USAR 
CPA Reconstruction Advisor

Conspiracy, bribery, wire fraud, interstate transportation of 
stolen property, and bulk cash smuggling 11/7/2008

42 months in prison; 3 years supervised 
release; $1,200 restitution; $100 special 
assessment

Continued on the next page
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David Ramirez,  
Contractor, Readiness Support  
Management, Inc.

Bulk currency smuggling and structuring transactions 10/9/2008 50 months in prison; 3 years supervised 
release; $200 special assessment

Lee Dubois, Contractor,  
Future Services General 
Trading and Contracting 
Company

Theft of government property 10/7/2008
3 years in prison and repayment of 
$450,000 that represented the illegal 
proceeds of the scheme

Jacqueline Fankhauser Receipt of stolen property 8/28/2008

1 year probation; 180 days home 
confinement; 104 hours community 
service; $10,000 fine; $100 special 
assessment

Robert Bennett Contractor, 
KBR Violating the Anti-Kickback Act 8/28/2008 Pending

Maj. James Momon, Jr.,  
USA Contracting Officer Conspiracy and bribery 8/13/2008 Pending

Lt. Col. Debra M. Harrison,  
USA Acting Comptroller for 
CPA-South Central Region

Conspiracy, bribery, money laundering, wire fraud, interstate 
transportation of stolen property, smuggling cash, and 
preparing false tax returns

7/28/2008 30 months in prison; 2 years supervised 
release; $366,640 restitution

Capt. Cedar Lanmon, USA Accepting illegal gratuities 7/23/2008 1 year in prison;  
1 year supervised release

Maj. John Lee Cockerham, Jr.,  
USA Contracting Officer Bribery, conspiracy, and money laundering 6/24/2008

210 months in prison; 3 years of 
supervised release; $9.6 million 
restitution.

Melissa Cockerham,  
Wife of Maj. John Cockerham Conspiracy and money laundering 6/24/2008

41 months in prison; 3 years of 
supervised release; $1.4 million  
restitution

Lt. Col. Levonda Selph,  
USAR Contracting Officer Conspiracy and bribery 6/10/2008 Pending

Raman International Corp. Conspiracy and bribery 6/3/2008 $500,000 fine and $327,192 restitution

Capt. Austin Key,  
USA Contracting Officer Bribery 12/19/2007 Pending

Maj. John Rivard,  
USAR Contracting Officer Bribery, conspiracy, and money laundering 7/23/2007

10 years in prison; 3 years supervised 
release; $5,000 fine; and $1 million 
forfeiture order 

Kevin Smoot,  
Managing Director,  
Eagle Global Logistics, Inc.

Violating the Anti-Kickback Act and making false statements 7/20/2007
14 months in prison;  
2 years supervised release; $6,000 fine; 
$17,964 restitution

Anthony Martin,  
Subcontractor Administrator, 
KBR

Violating the Anti-Kickback Act 7/13/2007
1 year and 1 day in prison;  
2 years supervised release; 
$200,504 restitution

Jesse Lane,  
USAR 223rd Finance 
Detachment

Conspiracy and honest services wire fraud 6/5/2007 30 months in prison;  
$323,228 restitution

Steven Merkes, DoD Civilian, 
Operational Support Planner Accepting illegal gratuities 2/16/2007 12 months and 1 day in prison; 

$24,000 restitution

Chief Warrant Officer Peleti 
“Pete” Peleti, Jr., USA, Army’s 
Food Service Advisor for 
Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghanistan

Bribery and smuggling cash 2/9/2007 28 months in prison;
$57,500 fine and forfeiture

Jennifer Anjakos,  
USAR 223rd Finance 
Detachment

Conspiracy to commit wire fraud 11/13/2006 3 years probation; $86,557 restitution; 
$100 assessment

Continued on the next page
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Sgt. Lomeli Chavez,  
USAR 223rd Finance 
Detachment

Conspiracy to commit wire fraud 11/13/2006 3 years probation; $28,107 restitution; 
$100 assessment

Sgt. Derryl Hollier,  
USAR 223rd Finance 
Detachment

Conspiracy to commit wire fraud 11/13/2006 3 years probation; $83,657.47  
restitution; $100 assessment

Sgt. Luis Lopez,  
USAR 223rd Finance 
Detachment

Conspiracy to commit wire fraud 11/13/2006 3 years probation; $66,865 restitution; 
$100 assessment

Bonnie Murphy, 
Contracting Officer Accepting unlawful gratuities 11/7/2006 1 year supervised release and  

$1,500 fine

Samir Mahmoud, Employee of 
U.S. construction firm Making false statements 11/3/2006 1 day credit for time served;  

2 years supervised release

Gheevarghese Pappen,  
USACE Civilian Soliciting and accepting illegal gratuities 10/12/2006 2 years in prison; 1 year supervised 

release; $28,900 restitution

Lt. Col. Bruce Hopfengardner, 
USAR Special Advisor to CPA-
South Central Region

Conspiracy, conspiring to commit wire fraud and money 
laundering, and smuggling currency 8/25/2006

21 months in prison; 3 years  
supervised release; $200 fine; 
$144,500 forfeiture

Faheem Mousa Salam, 
Interpreter, Titan Corp.

Violating the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act’s Anti-Bribery 
Provisions 8/4/2006

3 years in prison; 2 years supervised 
release; 250 hours community service; 
$100 special assessment

Mohammad Shabbir Khan,  
Director of Operations for 
Kuwait and Iraq, Tamimi 
Global Co., Ltd.

Violating the Anti-Kickback Act 6/23/2006
51 months in prison; 2 years supervised 
release; $10,000 fine; $133,860  
restitution; $1,400 assessment

Witness Tampering 8/10/2009 Pending

Philip Bloom, Owner: Global 
Business Group, GBG Holdings, 
and GBG-Logistics Division 

Conspiracy, bribery, and money laundering 3/10/2006

46 months in prison; 2 years supervised 
release; $3.6 million forfeiture;  
$3.6 million restitution; 
$300 special assessment

Stephen Seamans,  
Subcontracts Manager, KBR Wire fraud, money laundering, and conspiracy 3/1/2006

12 months and 1 day in prison;  
3 years supervised release; $380,130 
restitution; $200 assessment

Christopher Cahill, Regional 
Vice President, Middle East 
and India, Eagle Global 
Logistics, Inc.

Major fraud against the United States 2/16/2006

30 months in prison; 2 years  
supervised release; $10,000 fine; $100 
assessment (a civil settlement with EGL 
arising from the same facts resulted in 
a settlement of $4 million)

Robert Stein,  
CPA-South Central Comptroller 
and Funding Officer

Felon in possession of a firearm, possession of machine guns, 
bribery, money laundering, and conspiracy 2/2/2006

9 years in prison; 3 years supervised 
release; $3.6 million forfeiture;  
$3.5 million restitution; $500 special 
assessment

Glenn Powell, 
Subcontracts Manager, KBR Major fraud and violating the Anti-Kickback Act 8/1/2005

15 months in prison; 3 years supervised 
release; $90,973.99 restitution; $200 
assessment
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Table 4.5
Debarment List

Name Debarred

Ali N. Jabak 9/30/2009

Liberty A. Jabak 9/30/2009

Liberty's Construction Company 9/30/2009

Tharwat Taresh 9/30/2009

Babwat Dourat Al-Arab 9/30/2009

Dourat Al-Arab 9/30/2009

Hussein Ali Yehia 9/30/2009

Amina Ali Issa 9/30/2009

Adel Ali Yehia 9/30/2009

Javid Yousef Dalvi 9/25/2009

Mohamed Abdel Latif Zahed 9/10/2009

Gerald Thomas Krage 9/4/2009

Andrew John Castro 9/4/2009

Airafidane, LLC 9/4/2009

Kevin Arthis Davis 8/20/2009

Jacqueline Fankhauser 8/7/2009

Debra M. Harrison, LTC, USAR 8/7/2009

Nazar Abd Alama 7/1/2009

San Juan Company 7/1/2009

Mississippi Company for the General Contract 7/1/2009

Lee Dynamics International 6/17/2009

Lee Defense Services Corporation 6/17/2009

George H. Lee 6/17/2009

Justin W. Lee 6/17/2009

Oai Lee 6/17/2009

Mark J. Anthony 6/17/2009

Levonda J. Selph 6/17/2009

Starcon, Ltd. LLC 6/17/2009

Cedar J. Lanmon, CPT, USA 6/3/2009

D+J Trading Company 5/14/2009

Jesse D. Lane, Jr. 1/30/2009

Jennifer Anjakos 1/30/2009

Carlos L. Chavez 1/30/2009

Darryl Hollier 1/30/2009

Luis A. Lopez 1/30/2009

Mohammed Shabbir Kahn 10/10/2008

Kevin Andre Smoot 9/30/2008

Green Valley Company 9/17/2008, 
5/18/2007

Triad United Technologies, LLC 9/17/2008

Dewa Europe 9/17/2008

Continued next column

Name Debarred

Dewa Trading Establishment 9/17/2008

Al Ghannom and Nair General Trading Company 9/17/2008

Dewa Projects (Private) Ltd. 9/17/2008

Future AIM United 9/17/2008

First AIM Trading and Contracting 9/17/2008

Vasantha Nair 9/17/2008

K. V. Gopal 9/17/2008

Falah Al-Ajmi 9/17/2008

Trans Orient General Trading 9/17/2008

Zenith Enterprises Ltd. 9/17/2008

Peleti “Pete” Peleti, CWO, USA 6/15/2008

Al Sawari General Trading and Contracting Company 3/13/2008

John Allen Rivard, MAJ, USAR 1/14/2008

Samir Mahmoud 11/29/2007

Robert Grove 10/30/2007

Steven Merkes 9/27/2007

Bruce D. Hopfengardner, LTC, USAR 9/20/2007

Robert J. Stein, Jr. 8/16/2007

Philip H. Bloom 8/8/2007

Global Business Group S.R.L. 8/8/2007

Stephen Lowell Seamans 7/27/2007

Gheevarghese Pappen 6/28/2007

Faheem Mousa Salam 6/28/2007

QAH Mechanical and Electrical Works 6/27/2007

Abdullah Hady Qussay 6/27/2007

Al Riyadh Laboratories and Electricity Co. 1/26/2007

Thomas Nelson Barnes 1/24/2007

Danube Engineering and General Contracting 12/28/2006

Alwan Faiq 12/28/2006

Christopher Joseph Cahill 11/9/2006

Ahmed Hassan Dayekh 9/26/2006

Diaa Ahmen Abdul Latif Salem 5/14/2009,
6/2/2006

Jasmine International Trading and Service Company 5/14/2009,
6/2/2006

Custer Battles 3/17/2006

Robert Wiesemann, CW2, USA 3/6/2006

Glenn Allen Powell 2/16/2006

Amro Al Khadra 1/12/2006

Dan Trading and Contracting 1/12/2006

Steven Ludwig 9/29/2005

DXB International 9/29/2005


