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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This environmental assessment (EA) evaluates the potential environmental impacts of a proposed U.S.
Department of the Air Force (Air Force) force structure action at Moody Air Force Base (AFB), Georgia.
The proposed action would:

•  Establish Joint Primary Pilot Training (JPPT) and beddown the associated Joint Primary Aircraft
Training System (JPATS) at Moody AFB.  This would add a total of 49 T-6A aircraft and 444
manpower authorizations to Moody AFB;

•  Renovate existing facilities and construct new facilities at Moody AFB to accommodate JPATS
squadron operations, classroom training activities, and maintenance activities for T-6A aircraft;

•  Conduct parasail training operations at Bemiss Field in conjunction with the JPPT course;
•  Conduct sortie-operations by T-6A aircraft within the Moody 1 Military Operations Area (MOA),

Moody 3 MOA, Live Oak MOA, Low Altitude Tactical Navigation (LATN) area, and along two
military training routes (MTRs):  Visual Route 1065 (VR-1065) and VR-1066;

•  Establish mutual use agreements with five civilian airfields in the vicinity of Moody AFB for the
purposes of T-6A transition training, including the practice of multiple overhead patterns,
emergency landing patterns, and instrument approaches;

•  Change the airspace utilization of Moody 2 North and South MOAs by T-38 aircraft associated
with the Introduction to Fighter Fundamentals (IFF) pilot training program; and

•  Assign 10 T-38 aircraft as Backup Aircraft Inventory (BAI), increasing the total number of T-38
aircraft at Moody AFB to 67.  No operational changes would occur.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS PROCESS

This EA was prepared by the U.S. Air Force, Headquarters Air Combat Command in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations
implementing NEPA, and Air Force Instruction (AFI) 32-7061.  The environmental impact analysis
process for the proposed action and alternatives includes the following steps:

•  Collect data for the existing environment and assess the potential impacts of the proposed action
and alternatives;

•  Prepare and distribute a Draft EA for public and agency review and comment;
•  Prepare and distribute a Final EA, incorporating comments received on the Draft EA; and
•  Publish a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), if appropriate, which summarizes the results

of the EA analysis.

DECISION TO BE MADE AND THE DECISION-MAKER
Based on the analysis documented in this EA, the Air Force will make one of the following decisions
regarding the proposed action:

1) choose the proposed action and sign a FONSI, allowing implementation of the proposed action;

2) initiate the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) if it is determined that
significant impacts to the affected environment would occur upon implementation of the
proposed action or alternatives; or

3) select the no-action alternative, in which no action would be implemented.
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PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION

The purpose of the proposed action is to establish a JPPT program at Moody AFB.  The Air Force is
currently experiencing a shortage of pilots due to a higher than expected pilot attrition and separation rate.
To meet this higher than expected loss of Air Force pilots, the Air Force is increasing the number of
student pilots entering the JPPT program.  Since existing Air Education and Training Command (AETC)
installations are at maximum capacity for this pilot training program, other Air Force installations must be
considered for pilot training.

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

The proposed action analyzed in this EA consists of the establishment of the JPPT program and the
beddown of the associated T-6A aircraft at Moody AFB, the change in airspace utilization of Moody 2
North and South MOAs by Moody-based T-38 aircraft, the use of civil airports in the vicinity of Moody
AFB for transition training by student pilots associated with the JPPT program, and the assignment of 10
T-38 BAI aircraft to Moody AFB.  Though changes in airspace use would occur upon implementation of
the proposed action, there would be no changes to the structure of any airspace or range used by Moody
AFB aircrews.  As part of the proposed action, building renovations and construction at Moody AFB
would be necessary to support JPPT program operations.  The alternative to the proposed action is the no-
action alternative, under which the establishment of the JPPT program, beddown of T-6A aircraft at
Moody AFB, and change in airspace utilization by T-38 aircraft would not occur.

SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

This EA provides an analysis of the potential environmental impacts resulting from implementation of the
proposed action or no-action alternative.  Fourteen resource categories were thoroughly evaluated to
identify potential environmental impacts.  As shown in Table ES-1, implementation of the proposed
action or no-action alternative would not result in significant impacts to any resource area.  Overall,
implementing the proposed action or no-action alternative would not substantially change baseline
environmental conditions at Moody AFB or the region of influence associated with the proposed action or
no-action alternative.

Table ES-1.  Potential Impacts of the Proposed Action or No-Action Alternative
EA Section Resource Proposed Action No-Action Alternative

4.1 Airspace ❍ ❍

4.2 Noise ❍ ❍

4.3 Air Quality ❍ ❍

4.4 Safety ❍ ❍

4.5 Hazardous Materials and Wastes ❍ ❍

4.6 Earth Resources ❍ ❍

4.7 Water Resources ❍ ❍

4.8 Biological Resources ❍ ❍

4.9 Cultural Resources ❍ ❍

4.10 Socioeconomics ❍ ❍

4.11 Environmental Justice ❍ ❍

4.12 Land Use ❍ ❍

4.13 Recreation and Visual Resources ❍ ❍

4.14 Transportation ❍ ❍

Classifications:  ❍   No significant impacts; ●   Significant impacts


