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Section

The various activities of the MOD and the SDF cannot be car-
ried out by the MOD and the SDF alone. They are only possible 
with the understanding and cooperation of each and every citi-
zen, local governments, and other organizations. Moreover, the 
MOD and the SDF have been conducting various cooperation 
activities to support the lives of the populace, as well as striving 
to minimize the impact of the establishment and operation of 
defense facilities1 on the lives of surrounding citizens. Such ac-

tivities are further deepening the mutual trust between the local 
community and the people, and the SDF, and contributing to the 
enhancement and strengthening of social infrastructure.

From this perspective, this section explains the daily interac-
tion between the Defense Ministry and the SDF, and the local 
communities and the people of Japan, and activities undertaken 
to gain public understanding and cooperation.

Activities in Civic Life and Contributions to Society

The SDF is carrying out welfare support activities for local res-
idents in a number of fi elds linked with the Japanese people’s 
livelihood, based on requests from local governments and rele-
vant organizations. These activities further deepen mutual trust 
between the populace and the SDF, while giving the troops a 
sense of pride and confi dence in the fact that they are playing a 

useful role in the daily lives of the Japanese people.
 See References 92 and 93

Even today, the GSDF still handles the disposal of unexplod-
ed ordnance found throughout Japan. In FY2012, there were 
1,430 such cases, weighing about 46.1 tons in total. In particu-
lar, cases handled in Okinawa Prefecture accounted for 60% of 

1

1   The generic term for facilities used by the Self-Defense Force and the facilities and areas used by the U.S. forces in Japan based on the Japan–U.S. Security Treaty. It 
refers to training areas, airfi elds, ports, communication stations, barracks, warehouses, ammunition depots, oil bunkers, and so on.

GSDF personnel carrying out the disposal of an unexploded shell

A member of the SDF music band instructing a member of a brass band club

MSDF personnel carrying out mine disposal
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the total. Furthermore, the MSDF continues to clear and dis-
pose of underwater mines and other dangerous explosives. In 
FY2012, there were approximately 1,523 explosives, totaling 
about 14.5 tons. In addition, most of the SDF camps and bases 
in Japan open their facilities to local authorities and neighbor-

ing residents upon request, unless the requests interfere with 
unit activities. They, as a result, also contribute to the vitaliza-
tion of local activities. Furthermore, SDF musical bands visit 
brass bands of local schools to give them instruction, thus striv-
ing to foster friendly interaction with local residents.

Cooperation from Local Public Organizations and Other Related 
Organizations for the SDF

1 Cooperation in Recruitment of Uniformed 
 SDF Personnel and Support for Outplacement

Amid the recent harsh recruitment environment and employ-
ment situation, the cooperation of local public organizations 
and relevant organizations is vital to secure highly qualifi ed 
personnel and to assist the outplacement of uniformed SDF per-
sonnel who retire at relatively younger ages.

2 Support and Cooperation for SDF Activities

SDF camps and bases are located in all prefectures, and main-
tain close relations with the local communities. Various forms 
of cooperation and support from the local communities are in-

dispensable for the SDF to conduct diverse activities. The SDF 
has also received words of encouragement from the people in-
cluding local residents and relevant organizations. Moreover, 
some of the local authorities hosting camps and bases have 
commented that the presence of the SDF in their communities 
helps to support the local economy and employment in the re-
gion.

In addition to this kind of support and cooperation from the 
local communities, many letters of encouragement are sent by 
the people to SDF personnel engaging in international peace 
cooperation activities, which raise the morale of SDF personnel 
and reinforce their awareness of serving the people of Japan.

Activities for Securing Understanding and Cooperation of Local Public 
Entities and Local Residents

In order to implement various defense measures in Japan, it is 
absolutely necessary to secure the understanding and coopera-
tion of local public entities and local residents. With this in 
mind, Regional Defense Bureaus make efforts to build cooper-
ative relationships with local communities through various ac-
tivities in collaboration with SDF units and Provincial Cooper-
ation Offi ces.

For example, Regional Defense Bureaus hold seminars on 
defense issues for local residents and give briefi ngs on the de-
fense white papers to local public entities, with an aim of gain-
ing the understanding of defense policies from the general pub-
lic. They also hold Japan–U.S. friendship programs, which have 
promoted exchanges between Japanese citizens living near the 
U.S. facilities and areas in Japan and U.S. military personnel 
and their families through sports and culture.

On the occasion of the reorganization of US military forces 
and of SDF units, deployment of equipment, and implementa-
tion of military training, Regional Defense Bureaus provide 
necessary explanation and coordination for the related local 
public entities, so as to gain their understanding of these mea-
sures.

Furthermore, in the event of a large-scale disaster, accident 
or any other emergency situation, Regional Defense Bureaus 
conduct liaison and coordination with the related local public 
entities as necessary. When North Korea launched missiles that 
they called “artifi cial satellites” in April and December 2012, 
the bureaus conducted liaison and coordination with the related 
local public entities for the deployment of the PAC-3 units in 
Okinawa Prefecture and the Metropolitan area, through collab-
oration with the MOD and other SDF units.

Measures for Harmony between Defense Facilities and Surrounding Areas

1 Scale and Features of Defense Facilities

The uses of defense facilities can be extended in various ways 
such as maneuver areas, airfi elds, ports, and barracks. The land 
area of defense facilities, as of January 1, 2012 is approximately 
1,400 km2 (the sum of the land area of SDF facilities, the land 
area of the facilities and areas (for exclusive use) of the U.S. 

forces in Japan, and the land area of facilities other than SDF 
facilities which the U.S. forces in Japan are jointly using under 
the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement), which accounts for 
approximately 0.37% of the country’s land. Of which, approxi-
mately 42% of the land area of SDF facilities is situated in Hok-
kaido. Divided by use, approximately 75% of which is maneu-

2

3

4
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ver areas. Meanwhile, 76 km2 of the land area of the facilities 
and areas (for exclusive use) of the U.S. forces in Japan is joint-
ly used by the SDF under the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces 
Agreement. Due to Japan’s geographical characteristics, there 
are some cities and industrial facilities that must coexist with 
defense facilities on narrow plains. In particular, problems re-
lated to restricted presence and operations of defense facilities 
have emerged due to the urbanization of areas around many 
defense facilities as a result of economic development. Also, 
noise related to frequent takeoffs and landings by aircraft, fi r-
ing, bombing, gunshots from artillery, tank operations, and so 
on, raise concern in the affected residential communities.
(See Figs. III-4-3-1, III-4-3-2)

2 Measures to Promote Harmony between 
 Defense Facilities and Surrounding Areas

Defense facilities, as bases which support the defense capabili-
ties of Japan and the Japan–U.S. Security Arrangements, are 
indispensable to the country’s security. The MOD has been se-
curing harmony between the defense facilities and surrounding 
areas in order to fully maintain those capabilities, and working 
to obtain the understanding and cooperation of the local resi-
dents, as it is necessary to constantly maintain conditions for 
stable utilization. For that purpose, the MOD has taken the 
measures shown in Fig. III-4-3-3, Measures to Promote Harmo-
ny between Defense Facilities and Surrounding Areas since 
1974 based on the Law Concerning Adjustment, etc. of the Liv-
ing Environment in the Environs of Defense Facilities (Living 
Environment Improvement Law).
 See Reference 94

(1) Review of the Measures of the Law 
Concerning Adjustment, etc. of the Living 
Environment in the Environs of Defense 
Facilities (Living Environment Improvement 
Law)

The Law Concerning Adjustment, etc. of the Living Environ-
ment in the Environs of Defense Facilities (Living Environment 
Improvement Law) was enacted in 1974 from the viewpoint that 
it is unfair for only the local citizens living near defense facili-
ties to bear the burden of the impacts of aircraft noise and other 
problems resulting from operations of defense facilities which 
include the activities of SDF and U.S. military forces or opera-
tions of airfi elds, as well as the strong requests from related lo-
cal public entities to take adequate measures for such negative 
impacts. The MOD, based on the above law, has developed 
measures to prevent, reduce, and mitigate those impacts.

However, as social conditions have changed and the lifestyles 
and values of Japanese nationals have diversifi ed, there have 
been requests by related local public entities to review the sys-
tem for wider and more fl exible application of such measures as 
provided for by said law, including specifi ed defense facilities 
environs improvement adjustment grants and aid to public fa-
cilities for the stabilization of people’s lives, as well as expand-
ing the areas eligible for residential sound insulation work. 
Moreover, in November 2009 the Government Revitalization 
Unit directed that “grants be reviewed to enhance their effec-
tiveness by improving fl exibility in the use of grants and mak-
ing the grants more convenient for local communities,” and also 
that residential sound insulation work be prioritized, as much as 
possible.

Accordingly, in April 2011, the MOD partially revised the 

(as of January 1, 2013)

Other regions 10% Approx. 111km2

Kanto region 5% Approx. 57km2

Kyushu region 12% Approx. 135km2

Tohoku region 14% Approx. 147km2

Chubu region 
16% Approx. 178km2

Hokkaido region
42% Approx. 459km2

Total area: approx. 
1,087km2

Distribution
by region

Distribution
by use Maneuver Areas 75% Approx. 812km2

Airfields 7% Approx. 81km2

Barracks 5% Approx. 54km2

Others 13% Approx. 140km2

Notes: Numbers may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Fig. III-4-3-1 Situation of SDF Facilities (Land Plots)

(as of January 1, 2013)

Distribution
by region

Distribution
by region

Total area: approx. 309km2

Okinawa Prefecture 74% Approx. 228km2

Kanto region 11% Approx. 36km2

Tohoku region 8% Approx. 24km2

Other regions 7% Approx. 22km2

Maneuver Areas 
53% Approx. 165km2

Airfields 20% Approx. 60km2

Warehouses 13% Approx. 40km2

Others 14% Approx. 44km2

Notes: Numbers may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Fig. III-4-3-2 Situation of Facilities and Areas of U.S. Forces 
in Japan (Exclusively Used Facilities)
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Reviewing the use of the specified defense facilities environs improvement
and adjustment grants

Background
Diversification of local needs (requests for appropriation for “soft” projects)
“Public projects review” evaluation results of the Government Revitalization 

Unit
⇒ “Make use more flexible and convenient”

Before revision

Improvement of public facilities

Public facilities:
transportation and communication facilities, sports and recreation
related facilities, sanitation facilities, educational and cultural
facilities, medical facilities, social welfare facilities, facilities for fire
fighting, facilities helping to promote industry

After revision

Improvement of public facilities

So-called “soft” projects （Newly added）
Aid for medical expenses (medical fees for children up to elementary
school age, antenatal fees, etc.)
Aid for operating costs of community buses (operating costs for welfare buses, etc.)
Aid for assessment fees for earthquake resistance for school buildings, etc.
(Assessment fees for earthquake resistance for elementary/junior high
schools, etc.) Above-mentioned “soft” projects are envisioned

Reviewing the calculation of ordinary delivery amount of the specified 
defense facilities environs improvement and adjustment grants

(1) Revision of calculation formula

① Change in budget distribution of calculation factors 
(increasing budget distribution for “implementation”)

② Establishment of training sites for large-scale or specialized training 
(Budget is to be increased in the cases that Japan-U.S. joint training and 
a large-scale training, etc., take place)

Before revision

Special 
delivery 
amount 

30%

Ordinary 
delivery 

amount 70%

Special delivery

Operation point

Area point

Population 
point

After revision

Special delivery

Operation point

Training point
Area point
Population 

point

(2)Priority is given to municipalities with high population densities (adding
population density points)

(3)Give consideration to special needs associated with the U.S. Force
operations (adding points for the presence of facilities used by stationed
troops)

(4)Properly reflect effects of operations (Refining points for number of flight
and points by exercising personnel)

Defense facilities and municipalities that were newly designated as specified defense facilities or specified defense facility related municipalities

Specified defense facility Specified defense facility related 
municipalities

Matsushima Airfield Ishinomaki City
Iwoto Airfield Ogasawara Village, Tokyo Metropolis
Atsugi Airfield Fujisawa City

Ashiya Airfield Mizumakimachi, Ongagun, Fukuoka 
Prefecture

Torishima Firing Practice 
Field

Kumejimacho, Shimajirigun,Okinawa
Prefecture

Shimokita Testing Field Higashidori Village, Shimokitagun, 
Aomori Prefecture

Specified defense facility Specified defense facility related 
municipalities

Kasumigaura Airfield
Tsuchiura City
Amimachi, Inashikigun, Ibataki
Prefecture

Utsunomiya Airfield Utsunomiya City

Somagahara Airfield Shinto Village, Kitagunmagun, Gunma 
Prefecture

Kisaradu Airfield Kisaradu City

Camp Zama Sagamihara City
Zama City

Specified defense facility Specified defense facility related 
municipalities

Sagamihara General 
Supply Depot Sagamihara City

Tokushima Airfield Matsushigecho, Itanogun Tokushima 
Prefecture

Metabaru Airfield

Yoshinogaricho, Kanzakigun Saga 
Prefecture
Kamiminecho, Miyakigun Saga 
Prefecture

Hokubu (North)
Training Site

Kunigamison, Kunigamigun Okinawa 
Prefecture
Higashison, Okinawa Prefecture

Fig. III-4-3-4 Partial Revisions to the Law Concerning Adjustment of the Living Environment in the Vicinity of Defense Facilities

Purpose Measures Description of Measures

Prevention of 
Noise 
Problems

Subsidies to finance 
sound insulation work

Educational facilities such as elementary schools, junior high schools, and kindergartens; medical 
welfare facilities such as nursery centers, day- service 

facilities such as hospitals and clinics; and 
centers for the elderly, and special nursing homes for the elderly

Housing

Compensation for 
relocations

Compensation for relocating buildings
Land procurement
Improvement of public facilities such as roads, water-supply systems, and sewage facilities in the area where housing, etc., is to be relocated

Improvement of green 
belts Tree planting, installation of grass fields

Prevention of 
Nuisance 
Other Than 
Noise 

Subsidies to finance 
trouble
prevention work

Canals, reservoirs, roads, river improvement, television broadcast community reception facilities

Reduction of 
Troubles 
Related to 
Living and 
Business

Subsidies to build facilities 
meant to stabilize 
people’s lives


Roads, radio broadcast facilities, nursing homes, fire departments, parks, waste disposal facilities, 
facilities for learning, etc.

welfare centers for the elderly, public


Agricultural facilities, fishing facilities

Reduction of 
Impacts on
Surrounding 
Areas

Provision of specified 
defense facilities environs 
improvement adjustment 
grants


Improvement of public facilities such as traffic facilities, recreation centers, and welfare facilities


Medical expenses, operating costs of community buses, assessment fees for earthquake resistance for school buildings, etc.※

※Newly added due to the partial revision of the Act on Improvement of Living Environment of Areas Around Facilities (effective as of April 27, 2011)

Fig. III-4-3-3 Measures for Harmony Between Defense Facilities and Surrounding Areas

302

Part III Measures for Defense of Japan

DEFENSE OF JAPAN 2013

Th
e 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

Ja
pa

ne
se

 P
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

th
e 

M
in

is
try

 o
f D

ef
en

se
 a

nd
 th

e 
SD

F
C

ha
pt

er
 4

C
hapter 4



Living Environment Improvement Act and made it possible for 
the specifi ed defense facilities environs improvement adjust-
ment grants to be applied to so-called soft projects, such as aid 
for medical expenses, as well as their conventional purpose fo-
cused on the improvement of public facilities, in order to make 
the measures more effective and more convenient for the related 
local public entities.

In addition, considering effects of establishment and opera-
tion of defense facilities on living environment of neighboring 
areas, measures were taken in which the calculation method of 
the specifi ed defense facilities environs improvement adjust-
ment grants was reviewed and more defense facilities were des-
ignated to be specifi ed defense facilities.

Among various measures, residential sound insulation work 
is given priority and implemented in a manner to make further 
progress.
(See Fig. III-4-3-4)

(2) Considerations for Future Harmonization of 
Defense Facilities and Surrounding Areas

The MOD is fully considering ways to more effectively and 
effi ciently develop measures to harmonize defense facilities 
and surrounding areas, in light of the severe fi scal situation, 
based on requests by related local public entities.
(See Fig. III-4-3-5)

(100 million yen)
Project Mainland Okinawa

Projects to prevent disturbance 115 17
Sound-insulation projects 446 87

Measures related to relocations 53 1
Subsidies to stabilize people’s 

livelihoods 174 24

Road improvement projects 63 5
Environs Improvement Adjustment 

Grants 166 29

Other projects 17 2

Fig. III-4-3-5 FY2013 Costs for Countermeasures in Areas Near 
Bases (Based on Expenditures)

Public Relations Activities, Information Disclosure, and Related Activities

1 Various Public Relations Activities

The activities of the Ministry of Defense and the SDF to protect 
the peace and security of Japan cannot be carried out without 
the understanding and support from the people of Japan. For 
this reason, it is important to be proactive in undertaking easily 
comprehensible public relations activities and to secure the 
trust and cooperation of the public. 

Moreover, the public expectations and evaluation have been 
increasing as the scope of SDF activities has expanded both 
domestically and internationally, including international peace 
cooperation activities in the Republic of South Sudan, antipira-
cy operations off the coast of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden, 
and domestic disaster relief activities in relation to the Great 
East Japan Earthquake.

With regard to this point, in a Public Opinion Survey con-
ducted by the Cabinet Offi ce (survey conducted in January 
2012), in relation to a question about their impression of the 
SDF, 91.7% of respondents – the highest rate since the survey 
began - replied that they “Have a positive impression of them1.” 
In addition, 97.7% responded that they “Appreciate2” the SDF 
in relation to their disaster relief activities associated with the 
Great East Japan Earthquake, while 87.4% responded that they 
“Appreciate3” the SDF’s activities overseas. Thus, the public 
expectations and support to the MOD and SDF are at their 
highest level to date.

In light of this vitalization of the Ministry of Defense and 
SDF activities and the high level of expectation and support to 
the SDF among the public, the Ministry and SDF will continue 

to conduct a variety of PR activities, thereby striving to ensure 
better understanding of the current status of the SDF.
See Reference 95

(1) Website, Pamphlets, and Others

The Ministry of Defense and the SDF conduct PR activities 
using a wide variety of media, including providing information, 
gathering public opinions, distributing PR videos via the Inter-
net, and broadcasting commercial fi lms for each SDF service. 
As for their recent activities, the Ministry of Defense opened a 
Facebook page in July 2012 to enhance its function to diffuse 
information via social media, and beginning in April 2013, it 
has been providing part of its website in an optimized form for 
smartphones.

The Ministry of Defense has been making great efforts to 
provide accurate information on the SDF and national defense 
to all levels of people more extensively and in a more timely 
fashion, in the form of the creation and distribution of pam-
phlets and PR videos which explain the policies of the Ministry 
of Defense and the activities of the SDF as well as the manga 
edition of the defense white paper, which targets juvenile read-
ers, cooperation with media coverage, and assistance in editing 
the PR magazine MAMOR. Furthermore, as SDF activities out-
side Japan have increased, the international community is in-
creasingly interested in the Ministry of Defense and the SDF. In 
order to address such a situation, the Ministry of Defense has 
been making efforts to get across information to the interna-
tional community through such activities as publishing the En-

5

1   The fi gure for “Have a positive impression of them” is the total for the responses “Have a positive impression of them” and “Tend to have a positive impression of 
them.”

2 , 3  The fi gure for “Appreciate” is the total for the responses “Highly appreciate” and “Appreciate to a certain degree”.
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glish monthly bulletin, “JAPAN DEFENSE FOCUS,” and dis-
tributing it to overseas embassies and establishments in Japan, 
as well as providing foreign media with the opportunity to gath-
er news such as by participating in regular press conferences, 
expanding the English section of the Ministry of Defense web-
site, and publishing English version of the defense white papers, 
various policy pamphlets, and PR videos in English.

Among these efforts, the Ministry of Defense has been inten-
sively undertaking PR activities in regard to activities which 
have attracted considerable public attention, such as the interna-
tional peacekeeping cooperation activities in the Republic of 
South Sudan. By posting videos and facts and fi gures concern-
ing the SDF’s performance on special pages on the Ministry of 
Defense and Joint Staff Offi ce websites, as well as by publish-
ing special issues of PR magazines, creating and distributing 
pamphlets, videos of Ministry of Defense activities, and the 
manga edition of the defense white paper, the Ministry of De-
fense is implementing publicity packages by combining these 
multiple PR measures.

(2) Events, PR Facilities, etc.

The Ministry of Defense and the SDF conduct activities to ex-
tensively inform the people of the current situation of the SDF. 
These activities include the annual GSDF Fire Power Exercise 
conducted at the foot of Mt. Fuji; cruises to experience being 
aboard MSDF vessels in each region; and demonstration fl ights 
and boarding experience on aircraft at open base festivals held 
at ASDF bases. In addition, at camps and bases throughout the 

country, events including equipment exhibitions, unit tours, and 
SDF musical band concerts are held on the anniversary of a 
unit’s foundation. In some instances, they also hold parades 
through cities both in vehicles and on foot, with cooperation 
from the local communities concerned. Furthermore, in com-
memoration of the anniversary of the foundation of the SDF, 
the SDF Marching Festival was held in 2012 at the Nippon Bu-
dokan arena, and the event attracted a total of 36,000 visitors. 

Concerning annual reviews by the SDF, a troop review, a fl eet 
review, and an air review are hosted in rotation by the GSDF, 

Public relations pamphlet written in English, 
which is an important means to transmit information

The Power of Songs - Vocalist of the Maritime Self-Defense Force
Yukari Miyake, Petty Offi cer 3rd Class, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Band, Tokyo

The reason I wanted to join the Maritime Self-Defense Force Band is that 
because I felt great attraction for the band that is performing music not 
only in Japan but in different countries in the world, representing Japan. 
However, after joining the SDF, I was shocked by the environment that is 
completely different from that of my school days, and I was confused by 
the strictness. It was fellow colleagues who joined the same year with 
me who supported me in those days.

One day, when the training was about halfway finished, the officer 
commanding the squad asked me to sing something in front of everyone. 
I selected some simple songs that I can sing a cappella. My colleagues 
listened to these songs with tears in their eyes, and I can never forget 
that we swore, “As classmates, let’s support each other for the rest of the training.”

In this occasion, I realized for the fi rst time the power of songs, which even clarifi ed my wish of becoming able to face 
and come closer to understanding people’s feelings, and to give them courage and hope, through songs. After I was 
assigned to the band, I became able to sing in various concerts. When I hear voices like “thank you” and “I was 
encouraged,” my wish to keep on singing as an SDF member for the citizens of Japan grows even stronger. I would like to 
continuously put forth my best effort in offering my songs to others.

Column

VOICE

Writer singing in the Self Defense Forces Music Fair 2012
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MSDF, and ASDF, respectively, at which SDF equipment and 
achievements of daily training are exhibited to the public. In 
2012, a fl eet review was hosted by the MSDF at Sagami Bay. 
Around 41,000 people on board observed the review and the 
rehearsal. In 2013, a troop review is scheduled to be held by the 
GSDF.

FY 2012 SDF Fleet Review

FY2012 SDF Marching Festival

The Ministry of Defense and the SDF also actively promote 
tours at PR facilities. For example, beginning in June 2000, the 
PR facilities in the Ministry of Defense at Ichigaya, including 
the Ichigaya Memorial Hall, have been open to visitors on two 
guided tours each weekday: one each in the morning and after-
noon. In August 2012, the number of visitors reached 300,000 
persons (and 310,000 persons as of the end of May 2013).

In addition, the Ministry of Defense and the SDF provide 
cooperation for shooting fi lms (“Detective Conan: Private Eye 
in the Distant Sea”, “Library Wars” and “Eien-no-Zero”) and 
TV drama (“Public Affairs Offi ce in the Sky”).

Furthermore, each SDF has its large-scale PR facility, and 
SDF camps and bases throughout Japan also made PR centers 
and archives open to the public.

(3) Trial Enlistment Programs

The Ministry of Defense and the SDF offer SDF Life Experi-
ence Tours4 and Enlistment Experience Programs5 at the re-
quest of private companies, etc. These programs are intended to 
deepen public understanding of the SDF by offering them the 
opportunity to experience fi rsthand the daily life and training 

of the SDF as well as to have direct contact with SDF members, 
while staying at an SDF camp or base for two to three days. In 
FY2012, about 180 persons participated in SDF Life Experi-
ence Tours. From private sectors, the SDF received about 1,300 
requests for Enlistment Experience Programs and about 22,000 
employees experienced SDF life.

2 Initiatives for Information Disclosure

(1) Appropriate Operation of the Information 
Disclosure System and Personal Data 
Protection System

In accordance with the Act on Access to Information Held by 
Administrative Organs in 2001, the MOD discloses its admin-
istrative documents properly.

In the light of respecting individual rights in line with the Act 
on the Protection of Personal Information Held by Administra-
tive Organs, the MOD takes measures to ensure the security of 
the personal information under its jurisdiction and discloses 
such information upon due request. 

See ▲  Reference 90

(2) Appropriate Operation of the Whistleblower 
Protection System

In order to develop a safeguard system to protect workers who 
disclose information in order to serve the public interest, the 
Whistleblower Protection Act entered into effect in April 2006. 
In accordance with this act, the MOD set up a system to handle 
public interest-related information disclosures by its employees 
and outside workers on issues where the MOD has the legal 
authority to punish or issue recommendations. Moreover, the 
MOD and the SDF have established an internal contact desk for 
information disclosure in the public interest by its employees, 
and an external contact desk for related disclosure by outside 
workers. Through the contact desks, the MOD deals with infor-
mation disclosure that is in the public interest and whistleblow-
er protection.

(3) Engagement in Policy Evaluation

In 2001, the policy evaluation system was introduced with the 
aim of improving the effi ciency and quality of administration 
for the benefi t of the people. Following that, the Government 
Policy Evaluations Act (GPEA) came into effect in 2002.

Based on this law, the MOD has been conducting the evalua-
tion of various policies of the Ministry. In FY2012, the MOD 
conducted 43 policy evaluations, including the evaluation of the 
“Strengthening of the Capability to respond to Cyber Attacks.”

4   Information on the Summer Tour/Spring Tour for College Students, etc.; Ms. Parsley Tour (trial tour for women in their 20s); and One-Day Visit to SDF for Women is 
available on the MOD website.

5   Tours to experience the daily life of the Ground, Maritime, or Air Self-Defense Force. To participate in an Enlistment Experience Program, please contact local 
Provincial Cooperation Offi ces.
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Filming of "Eienno zero"

（C）2013 青山剛昌／名探偵コナン製作委員会　

Examples of works for which the SDF collaborated in production

Offering Support for the Filming of Sora Tobu Kouhoushitsu 
(Public Affairs Offi ce in the Sky), a TV Drama Series

“Sora Tobu Kouhoushitsu (Public Affairs Offi ce in the Sky),” a novel by Hiro Arikawa, is a story that accurately depicts Japan Air Self-
Defense Force (JASDF) personnel as they really are and their passion in an atmosphere just like that of the Public Relations Department 
of the Air Staff Offi ce, including episodes on events that actually took place.

“Sora Tobu Kouhoushitsu,” a TV Drama Series (on-air from April to June 2013, from 9:00 pm every Sunday via TBS and related 
channels), with its wonderful cast, succeeded in expressing the lively images of the JASDF contained in the original novel. The making of 
the story into a TV drama progressed without a hitch after the original novel was published.

The drama featured the major equipment of the JASDF, including F-15, UH-60J, Patriot and Blue Impulse aircraft (T-4), in a number 
of episodes. In addition, the actual uniforms used in the JASDF were offered, and guidance was given on manners, such as how to 
salute. In addition, upon the reproduction of the Public Relations Department, the drama succeeded in expressing scenes exactly the 
same as those found in the JASDF, including small gadgets such as model aircraft.

The JASDF believes that many people gained knowledge and understanding of the JASDF through this drama. People who became 
interested after watching the drama or those who missed it but are interested anyway are recommended to visit the websites of the 
Ministry of Defense and the Japan Self-Defense Forces, or actually visit nearby bases. It will surely make you feel more familiar with the 
Japan Self-Defense Forces.

Together with People: Japan Air Self-Defense Force
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Report of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Efforts Toward the 
Sochi 2014 Winter Olympic Games

Report on the achievements of the London 2012 Olympic Games
In the Summer Olympic Games held last year in London, 12 personnel of the Japan Self-Defense Force 
Physical Training School (Nerima Ward, Tokyo) participated as members of the Japan national team. As 
a result, Hitomi Obara, Captain (freestyle wrestling, women’s 48 kg) and Tatsuhiro Yonemitsu, Second 
Lieutenant (freestyle wrestling, men’s 66 kg) won gold medals, Shinichi Yumoto First Lieutenant 
(freestyle wrestling, men’s 55 kg) and Satoshi Shimizu, Second Lieutenant (boxing, men’s 
bantamweight) won bronze medals, and Ken Takakuwa, Lieutenant Junior Grade (swimming, Men’s 
200m individual medley) placed sixth. Particularly, Captain Hitomi Obara, who overcame a big setback 
and won a gold medal in tears, had shaken the emotions of people throughout Japan. Also, the gold 
medal won by Second Lieutenant Tatsuhiro Yonemitsu was the 38th medal for the national team of 
Japan, which marked the largest number in the history of Olympic Games for Japan. It was also a 
memorial 400th medal for Japan in total.

Thus, in the London 2012 Olympic Games, the personnel from the Japan Self-Defense 
Force Physical Training School had shown outstanding performances, giving courage to and 
inspiring the people of Japan. As a result, the JSDF Physical Training School received the Top 
Athlete Support Award 2012 for the Best Group, which is the highest award given from JOC to 
a group supporting athletes.

Further, the medalists of the JSDF Physical Training School are also engaged in activities 
beside the games, such as social contribution activities including visits to the areas suffering 
serious damages from the Great East Japan Earthquake. At the same time, they are also 
actively cooperating in Tokyo’s bid for the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Captain Obara showing the gold 
medal in the awarding ceremony

Second Lieutenant Yonemitsu expressing his joy 
with the Japanese fl ag draped over his shoulders

Efforts Toward the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympic Games
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Cold Weather Combat Training Unit (Sapporo City, Hokkaido) 
is the only training-exclusive unit in a cold weather region with snowfalls in the Japan Self 
Defense Force. As a part of the training, the unit is regularly engaged in cross-country and 
biathlon, placing emphasis on the development of physical education instructors who can 
strengthen the capacity of the squadron. Based on the accumulation of such regular efforts of 
the personnel, the JGSDF Cold Weather Combat Training Unit is producing athletes who are 
making achievements worldwide, including in the Winter Olympic Games. Cross-country, which 
is an event of the Winter Olympic Games, is a distant skiing race. The event is categorized by 
distance, such as long distance and sprint, and by style, such as freestyle (skating) and 
classical.

Keishin Yoshida, Second Lieutenant, is ranked at the top among male cross-country athletes 
in Japan. He was 11th in this season’s world cup, which was his personal best, and was the 12th 
in the FIS Nordic World Ski Championships, equaling his past personal best. He is a promising 
athlete who can be expected to place in the 22nd Winter Olympic Games held next year in Sochi.

Biathlon means “a sport of two events,” and is a sport combining cross-country and rifl e 
shooting. Although it is not well-known in Japan, it is a highly popular sport in Europe.

The characteristic of the sport is the importance of striking a good balance between the 
two contradictory elements, such as the “dynamism” of the strenuous movement causing a 
heart rate of over 180, and the “stationary” nature of shooting that requires concentration. In 
rifl e shooting, athletes shoot fi ve shots in one turn at a target range shooting distance of 50m. 
There are two positions of shooting, prone and standing. The target diameter is 4.5cm for prone 
shooting and 11.5cm for standing, and the result of this rifl e shooting depends largely on the fi nal 
score.

Fuyuko Suzuki, Sergeant, ranks as the top among female biathlon athletes in Japan. She is considered as a highly possible 
candidate for the 22nd Winter Olympic Games (Sochi, 2014), following the 21st Winter Olympic Games (Vancouver, 2010).

Second Lieutenant Yoshida (right) (men’s cross-
country skiing)

Sergeant Suzuki (women’s biathlon)
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