
平成２４年版防衛白書の刊行に寄せて

わが国と周辺諸国の関係は、経済や文化の結びつきが深まる一方、わが国周辺の
安全保障環境は一層厳しさを増しています。
北朝鮮では、金正恩氏を中心とする新体制が短期間で整えられるとともに、本年

４月には「人工衛星」と称するミサイルの発射が強行されました。また、中国は、国
防費を継続的に増加し軍事力を広範かつ急速に近代化させるとともに、わが国の近
海などにおいて活動を拡大・活発化させています。さらに、ロシアも極東地域にお
いて艦艇や航空機などの活動を活発化させています。
また、国際社会全体を概観すると、頻発する地域紛争やテロリズムなどの非対称

脅威は人々に大きな恐怖を与え、さらに、核・生物・化学兵器などの大量破壊兵器
やそれらを運搬するための弾道ミサイルの移転・拡散が問題となっています。

このような安全保障環境のもとで、わが国の防衛と安全保障政策を進めるに当た
り、特に重視していくことは、次のとおりであります。

まず、防衛力整備については、「防衛計画の大綱」および「中期防衛力整備計画」に
基づき、厳しい財政状況の中にあっても着実に進展させ、動的防衛力の構築を進め
るとともに、わが国の繁栄に不可欠な海洋の安全確保など、あらゆる面でわが国の
防衛を確固としたものにしてまいります。
次に、日米同盟は、わが国の安全保障政策の重要な柱の１つです。わが国周辺の

安全保障環境が変化していく中で、米国もまた、アジア太平洋地域を重視する政策
を打ち出すなど、国防戦略を変化させています。このような大きな流れの中で、わ
が国は、米国と緊密に協力し、日米同盟を深化・拡大することにより、日米両国の
みならず、地域の平和と安定のための役割を果たしてまいります。
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While economic and cultural ties between Japan and its neighbors are deepening, the security environment 
surrounding our country is becoming increasingly harsh.

In North Korea, a new regime centered on Kim Jong-un was put in place in a short period of time, and the 
country pressed ahead with the launch of a missile, which it calls “Satellite”, in April this year. As well as 
continuing to boost its defense expenditure and broadly and rapidly modernizing its military forces, China is 
expanding and intensifying its activities in waters near Japan. Russia is stepping up the activities of its naval 
vessels and aircraft in its Far Eastern region.

Taking a broad overview of the international community as a whole, frequent regional conflicts and terrorism, 
as well as other asymmetric threats, inspire a great deal of fear among the public. Furthermore, the transfer 
and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, such as nuclear, biological and chemical weapons, and the 
ballistic missiles that are their means of delivery, is becoming a major problem.

Under such security environment, we will attach particular importance to the following in implementing 
national defense and security policies.

Firstly, as well as making steady progress in developing the country's defense capability based on the 
National Defense Program Guidelines and the Mid-Term Defense Program, despite the harsh fiscal situation, 
and moving forward with the development of the Dynamic Defense Force, we will strive to ensure that 
the defense of Japan is rock solid in all aspects, including the security of the seas that are essential to our 
country's prosperity.

Next, the Japan-U.S. Alliance is a key pillar of our nation's security policy. With the security environment 
around Japan changing, the U.S. is also altering its defense strategy, developing a policy of placing greater 
emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region. Amid such major developments, by undertaking close cooperation with 
the U.S., as well as deepening and widening the Japan-U.S. Alliance, Japan will play a part in ensuring the 
peace and stability not only of Japan and the U.S., but also of the region as a whole.
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Moreover, with regard to the realignment of the U.S. Forces in Japan including the issue of the relocation of 
MCAS Futenma, it is vital to swiftly alleviate the burden on local people, including those in Okinawa, while 
maintaining the deterrence and capabilities of the U.S. Forces. The adjustment of the plan for the realignment 
of the U.S. Forces in Japan was decided upon in the "2+2" Joint Statement issued in April this year; in 
addition, initiatives are underway aimed at responding to the new strategic environment in the region, 
including the establishment of dynamic defense cooperation that will revitalize joint endeavors by Japan 
and the U.S., such as joint training, joint surveillance activities, and the joint use of facilities. While striving 
to ensure that the outcomes of endeavors undertaken to date bear further fruit, we will seek to identify and 
translate into reality the ideal shape of Japan-U.S. defense cooperation from a strategic perspective.

The Ministry of Defense and the SDF also play a significant role in cooperation aimed at the peace and 
stability of the international community. As well as encouraging bilateral defense cooperation and exchange, 
starting with Australia and South Korea, which are our key partners in the Asia-Pacific region, we will strive 
to promote relationships of mutual understanding and trust with China and Russia, which are our neighbors, 
and strengthen collaboration with various other relevant countries. Moreover, as well as holding multinational 
conferences, such as the Tokyo Defense Forum, we will build cooperative multilateral relationships through 
our participation in overseas security conferences.

At present, the Ministry of Defense and the SDF have personnel deployed on peacekeeping operations in the 
Golan Heights, Haiti, Timor-Leste and South Sudan, as well as undertaking anti-piracy operations off the 
coast of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden. We will continue to undertake these overseas activities by the SDF, 
taking appropriate measures, while seeking to ensure the safety of our units.

Furthermore, with regard to our crisis management arrangements, we will strive to develop a system that 
facilitates a swift, accurate response, as well as strengthening intelligence functions, in order to ensure the 
safety of the country and the reassurance of the nation in regard to various internal and external risks, such as 
major earthquakes and missile launches by North Korea.

In recent years, expectations of and support for the Ministry of Defense and the SDF have been increasing. In 
an opinion poll conducted by the Cabinet Office in FY2011, a record rate of respondents (91.7%) stated that 
they had a positive impression of the SDF.

The trust and support of each and every member of the populace is essential to the defense of the nation. I 
sincerely hope that this white paper, "Defense of Japan 2012," will be read by as many people as possible, 
and that it will be of some assistance in providing the reader with a more profound understanding of the 
defense of our country.




