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The very moment of an underwater mine being disposed of at Kobe port

VOICE
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Air SDF Member Acts as a Leader in an Adult Football League Team

Staff Sergeant Teppei Kumagai, Materials Planning Section, 3rd Depot, ASDF
My job in the ASDF is to distribute parts correctly to ensure that communications and electronic equipment 

on aircraft and radar, etc., are operational at all times.

I started playing football when I was four years old, and after I graduated from college I played as a J 

League trainee, and then I gained valuable experience as a professional football player in the professional 

league in Singapore. I have been coaching an amateur league soccer team as a player-manager since I joined 

the SDF.

I learned that “effort is unending, the game is a moment” in the professional world. Daily effort is very 

precious for the important moment, and that is the same for the duties and mental readiness in the SDF. 

I am trying to convey this broadly to my colleagues and younger ones in the SDF. I think that could be 

a contribution to my organization and thus, a way to repay an obligation to football, which helped me to 

develop.

I hope in the future as well that through football, which is said to have the most players of any sport 

in the world, I can give courage and energy to supporters who cheer for their team, and to a lot of people 

in various regional exchange events, including football clinics for students, visits to nursing homes and to 

nursery schools, and cleanup activities in front of train stations.

Figure: History of team participation

Yorii High School Football Club, Saitama Prefecture — Football Club, Daito Bunka University — Yokohama FC (trainee) — 
Liaison Kusatsu (now Thespa Kusatsu) — Clementi Khalsa * — Senbawang Rangers* — 
Current affiliation: Sakado City FC (Saitama Prefecture Amateur Football 1st League� * Singapore professional football league

VOICE
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Fig. III-4-3-1  Situation of SDF Facilities (land plots)

(as of June 1, 2010)

Other regions 10% Approx. 111km²

Kanto region 5% Approx. 57km²

Kyushu region 12% Approx. 134km²

Tohoku region 14% Approx. 147km²

Chubu region 16% Approx. 178km²

Airfields 7% Approx. 80km²

Barracks 5% Approx. 54km²

Others 13% Approx. 140km²

Hokkaido region 
42% Approx. 458km²

Maneuver Areas 75% Approx. 811km²

(%)
100806040200

Note: Numbers may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Total Approx. 1,085km²

Distribution 
by region 

Distribution 
by use

Staff Sergeant Kumagai playing in the SDF All Japan Football Meet Staff Sergeant Kumagai at work
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Fig. III-4-3-2  Situation of Facilities and Areas of U.S. Forces in Japan 
                      (exclusively used facilities)

(as of January 1, 2010)

Other regions 7% Approx. 22km²

Tohoku region 8% Approx. 24km²

Kanto region 11% Approx. 36km²

Airfields 19% Approx. 60km²

Warehouses 13% Approx. 40km²

Others 14% Approx. 44km²

Okinawa Prefecture 74% Approx. 229km²

Maneuver Areas 53% Approx. 166km²

(%)
100806040200

Note: Numbers may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Total Approx. 310km²

Distribution 
by region

Distribution 
by use

Fig. III-4-3-3  Measures for Harmony between Defense Facilities and Surrounding Areas

Purpose

Prevention of Noise 
Problems

      
Prevention of 
Nuisance Other 
Than Noise  
Reduction of 
Troubles Related to 
Living and Business  
Reduction of 
Impacts on 
Surrounding Areas

Measures

Subsidies to finance sound 
insulation work

  
Compensation for 
relocations

  
Improvement of green belts  
Subsidies to finance 
trouble-prevention work

  
Subsidies to build facilities 
meant to stabilize people’s 
lives   
Provision of specified 
defense facilities environs 
improvement adjustment 
grants

Description of Measures

• Educational facilities such as elementary schools, junior high schools, and kindergartens; 
medical facilities such as hospitals and clinics; and welfare facilities such as nursery centers, 
day-service centers for the elderly, and special nursing homes for the elderly

• Housing   
• Compensation for relocating buildings
• Land procurement
• Improvement of public facilities such as roads, water-supply systems, and sewage facilities 

in the area where housing, etc., is to be relocated  
• Tree planting, installation of grass fields  
• Canals, reservoirs, roads, river improvement, television broadcast community reception 

facilities

  
• Roads, radio broadcast facilities, nursing homes, fire departments, parks, waste disposal 

facilities, welfare centers for the elderly, public facilities for learning, etc.
• Agricultural facilities, fishing facilities  
• Improvement of public facilities such as traffic facilities, recreation centers, and welfare 

facilities
• Medical expenses, operating costs of community buses, assessment fees for earthquake  

resistance for school buildings, etc. 
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Background

Fig. III-4-3-4  Partial Revisions to the Law Concerning Adjustment, etc. of the Living Environment in the Environs of 
                      Defense Facilities

Regarding Partial Revisions to the Law Concerning Adjustment, etc. of the Living Environment in the Environs of Defense Facilities

• Review of the use of the specified defense facilities environs improvement and adjustment grants

• Diversification of local needs (requests for appropriation for “soft” projects)
• “Public projects review” evaluation results of the Government Revitalization Unit
  � “Make use more flexible and convenient”

� Improvement of public facilities

Current

Public facilities: transportation and communication facilities, sports and recreation related facilities, sanitation facilities, educational and 
cultural facilities, medical facilities, social welfare facilities, facilities for fire fighting, facilities helping to promote industry

� Improvement of public facilities

� So-called “soft” projects  

�

(Newly added)

After revision

• Aid for medical expenses (medical fees for children up to elementary school age, antenatal fees, etc.)
• Aid for operating costs of community buses (operating costs for welfare buses, etc.)
• Aid for assessment fees for earthquake resistance for school buildings, etc. (Assessment fees for earthquake resistance for 

elementary/junior high schools, etc.) Above-mentioined “soft” projects are envisioned
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Fig. III-4-3-5  FY2010 Costs for Countermeasures in Areas Near Bases 
                      (Based on Expenditures)

Project

Projects to prevent disturbance

Sound-insulation projects

Measures related to relocations

Subsidies to stabilize people’s livelihoods

Road improvement projects

Environs Improvement Adjustment Grants

Other projects

Mainland

126

441

101

159

71

118

20

Okinawa

(¥100 million)

11

83

2

22

4

21

1

Fig. III-4-3-6  FY2010 SACO-related Spending (measures to expedite 
                      implementation of SACO projects) (based on expenditures)

Project

Projects to prevent noise problems

Sound-insulation projects

Measures related to relocations

Subsidies to stabilize civil life

Road improvement projects

Grants to improve surrounding areas

Other projects

Measures in the mainland

0

2

5

0

0

14

2

Measures in Okinawa

(¥100 million)

0

0

0

1

0

3

0

Note: Other projects are those meant to improve green belts.
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The Blue Impulse performing exhibition flights at an air show

A fleet review
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Children participating in a SDF Life Experience Tour in Ichigayadai

COMMENTARY
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Fiftieth Anniversary of the Blue Impulse 

The Blue Impulse marked its 50th anniversary this year. This is the only unit in the ASDF set up to fly for 

the purpose of public relations, and they show their acrobatic flight at air shows and at all kinds of events 

throughout Japan. The story about their amazing show at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics where they drew the five 

Olympic rings in the sky has been handed down from generation to generation.

In 2009 they performed at 21 events, including the 150th anniversary celebration of the opening of the 

Port of Yokohama, and the opening game for the Tohoku Rakuten Golden Eagles, a Japanese professional 

baseball team, and in 2010 they plan to perform at 26 events, including the Chiba National Sports Festival 

and the opening ceremony for the JR Kyushu Shinkansen.

This year in commemoration of the 50th anniversary there will be ceremonies at the Matsushima Air 

Base in August and at the Hamamatsu Air Base in October. Moreover, in addition to 40 acrobatic maneuvers 

they have ever performed, they have developed 3 new ones. “Sunrise” has them rising in a fan shaped 

display that looks like the rays of the sun, “Back-to-back” has two aircraft flying belly to belly, and in 

“Double Roll Back” a unit of 6 aircraft roll back in turn from the lead aircraft while rolling. They will make 

a splash in the skies throughout the nation in concert with a newly composed BGM. 

The Blue Impulse will continue to fly for the entertainment of the Japanese people, and as the face of 

the ASDF.

Figure: History of the Blue Impulse

Date Summary Aircraft

April 1960 Founded as a flight research unit, the 2nd Squadron, First Air Wing (Hamamatsu)

F-86FNovember 1960 Held the first public exhibition flight (North Hamamatsu Air Base, now the Hamamatsu Air Base

October 1964 Exhibition flights at the Tokyo Olympics opening ceremony

July 1982 Began flying the T-2 in public exhibitions (Matsushima Air Base) T-2

April 1996 Began flying the T-4 in public exhibitions (National Defense Academy)

T-4April 1997 Flew in exhibition overseas for the first time in the air show to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the U.S. Air Force

February 2000 Flew in exhibition at the Nagano Olympics opening ceremony

COMMENTARY
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Q&A
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