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VOICE
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Naval petty officers of each country receiving an explanation 
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Personnel that participated in the ARF-Voluntary Demonstration of Response 
(ARF-VDR) exercise
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VOICE

Major Moronaga (front-center) coordinating activities at the airfield

A rescue amphibian US-2 landing in the Gulf of Manila
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COMMENTARY

GSDF Chief of Staff Hibako delivering the opening remarks at the joint opening 
of PACC and PAMS

Multilateral cooperative framework 
Main functions
• Disaster relief asset registry
• Information sharing
• Facilitate cooperation between
  related nations

Affected Country 

Country A
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Country C
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Country F
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Country H

Image of multilateral cooperative framework 
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An NGO which conducts examinations of residents in Vietnam An SDF personnel teaching Cambodian elementary school students kendo 
(Japanese fencing)
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Defense Minister Kitazawa delivering an address at the Tokyo Defense Forum

Vice-Minister of Defense Nakae giving a speech at the Japan–ASEAN Vice Defense 
Ministers’ Meeting



Part III  Measures for the Defense of Japan

— 375 —

VOICE
[COLUMN]

The reception of the Japan–ASEAN Vice-Ministers’ meeting (Sato at center)
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Group photo of the Army Chiefs of Staff from each country that participated in PACC

Defense Minister Kitazawa giving a speech at the 9th IISS Asia Security Summit
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Fig. III-3-3-1  Participation in Multilateral Exercises (Since Last Year)

Date

February 
2009

Exercises Hosts Participating Nations

Cobra Gold 2009 U.S. and Thai 
militaries

Thailand, U.S., Indonesia, 
Singapore, Japan, etc.

Participation by Defense Ministry and SDF

Participation of 78 personnel

March 
2009

Exercise Aman 2009 Pakistani Navy Pakistan, Australia, Bangladesh, 
France, Kuwait, Malaysia, Nigeria, 
China, Turkey, U.K., U.S., Japan

Participation of 2 P-3-C patrol aircraft and 
about 40 personnel

May 
2009

ARF disaster relief field 
exercises

Philippines 
United States

Philippines, U.S., Australia, EU, 
Indonesia, ROK, Japan, etc.

Participation of 1 US-2 search and rescue 
amphibian, 2 C-130H transport airplanes and 
about 90 personnel

April 
2009

Malabar 2009 Indian Armed 
Forces

U.S., India, Japan Participation of 2 destroyers and 3 P-3C patrol 
aircraft

Third WPNS Multilateral 
Sea Exercise

Singapore Armed 
Forces

Japan, U.S., Singapore, France, 
Australia, Thailand, New Zealand, 
Bangladesh, Malaysia

Participation of 1 destroyer

September 
2009

Japan–U.S.–Australia 
joint military exercise

Japan Japan, U.S., Australia Participation of 2 destroyers and a P-3C patrol 
aircraft

June 
2010

Japan–U.S.–Australia 
joint military exercise

Japan Japan, U.S., Australia Participation by 4 destroyers, 1 missile equipped 
vessel, 2 submarines, and several aircraft

February 
2010

Cobra Gold 2010 U.S. Armed Forces, 
Royal Thai Armed 
Forces

Thailand, U.S., Indonesia, 
Singapore, Japan, ROK, etc.

Participation of approximately 100 personnel

Fig. III-3-3-2  Dispatch of Observers to Multilateral Joint Exercises (since 2009)

Date

June
2009

Exercise

Eighth Multilateral 
Cooperation program in 
the Asia Pacific 
(MCAP 2009)

Overview

 An event hosted by the GSDF, service members from 
14 Asia-Pacific nations and strategists from 14 civilian 
organizations were invited to exchange views on the 
theme, “Military and Military-Civilian Cooperation in 
Effective United Nations Peacekeeping Activities.”
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VOICE
[COLUMN]

Keynote lecture by former U.N. Under-Secretary-General Yasushi Akashi at the 
joint opening ceremony of PACC and PAMS

Colonel Kudo (right) coordinating with the U.S. Army


