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Stage

Defense
Exchanges

Defense
Cooperation

Examples of Specific Initiatives 

�  Student exchange, educational and research exchange, equipment and technology exchange 
�  High level and working-level exchanges between defense authorities
�  Unit exchanges in each service branch, mutual visits of naval vessels and aircrafts
�  Goodwill exercises (Example: Japan–Russia Joint Search and Rescue Exercises, etc.)
� Various types of cooperation in non-traditional security areas (including joint exercises)
 (Examples: Cobra Gold, ARF DiREx, Cambodia and Timor-Leste PKOs, cooperation with the Australian Army on-site 

for humanitarian and reconstruction assistance activities in Iraq, cooperation for anti-piracy operations (NATO, 
EUNAVFOR))

� Agreements on the security of information
� Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreements

� Formulating joint contingency plans, etc.
� Joint exercises premised on joint responses

(Examples: Japan–U.S. Bilateral Exercises, Japan–U.S. Joint Command Post Exercises, Japan–U.S. Joint 
Anti-Submarine Exercises, Japan–U.S. Joint Fighter Exercises)

� Joint responses in the event of a Japanese emergency 
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Fig. III-3-2-1  Defense Cooperation and Exchanges 
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Fig. III-3-2-2  Security Dialogues and Defense Exchanges

Classification

Bilateral

Multilateral

Type Significance Outline

Exchange of defense 
ministers and high-level 
officials

Improving and reinforcing mutual trust and 
cooperation through frank exchanges of 
views on regional situations and national 
defense policies that are important common 
interests to every country, and that 
subsequently enhance defense exchanges

• Dialogue and mutual visits between Japan’s 
Defense Minister and defense ministers from 
other countries

• Dialogues and mutual visits between Japan’s 
Senior Vice-Minister for Defense; Parliamentary 
Secretary for Defense; Vice-Minister of Defense; 
Chief of Staff, Joint Staff; GSDF, MSDF, ASDF 
Chiefs; and their counterparts in foreign 
countries

Regular consultation 
between defense officials

Paving the way for high-level dialogues and 
exchanges through continuous and direct 
exchanges of views between national defense 
policy-makers, and contributing to the  
enhancement of mutual trust and cooperation 
between related countries

• Consultation between Director-General-level 
officials, Deputy Director-General-level 
officials, and their counterparts

• Dialogue between Japan’s Joint Staff, GSDF, 
MSDF, ASDF, and their counterparts in foreign 
countries

Exchange between units Contributing to the improvement and 
enhancement of mutual trust and cooperation 
between related countries through joint 
exercises and events for exchanges

• Personnel exchanges
• Mutual visits of training squadrons, aircraft, 

and joint exercises for search and rescue 
operations

Exchange of students Other than the original educational purposes, 
deepening the understanding of other 
countries’ defense policies and the situation 
of their defense units as well as building 
mutual trust through the promotion of 
relatively long-term personnel exchanges, and 
establishing human networks.

• Mutual acceptance of students
• Dispatch of students to overseas 

military-related organizations

Security dialogue Deepening mutual understanding on the 
recognition of situations and on security 
perceptions among related countries, and 
discussing multilateral issues efficiently and 
effectively

• ARF dialogue
• Multilateral dialogue sponsored by the Defense 

Ministry
• Multilateral dialogue sponsored by the 

Japanese Government
• Multilateral dialogue sponsored by Japan’s 

private sector

Joint exercises and 
seminars

Improving defense abilities and contributing 
to improvement and enhancement of mutual 
trust and cooperation through joint exercises 
and seminars

• Personnel exchanges
• Joint exercises, and seminars related to 

disaster relief, minesweeping, and submarine 
rescue operations

Research exchanges Deepening mutual understanding between 
researchers of both countries through frank 
exchange of options for the maintenance and 
promotion of defense exchanges

Research exchanges between Japan’s National 
Institute for Defense Studies and military-related 
research organizations in other countries
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Fig. III-3-2-3  From Exchanges and Dialogue to Cooperation and the Construction of an Intraregional Order 

Cold War Era 

Bilateral

Trilateral

Multilateral

Partial, 
limited 
“exchanges”

China, ROK, 
Western Europe, etc.

Inception Period 
(1990s–early 2000s)

Development and Deepening Period 
(Early 2000s–)

+

+

Beginning of policy-wise “exchange” 

Beginning of multilateral “dialogue” 
within the region 

From “dialogue” to “cooperation” and 
the construction of an intraregional order

From “exchanges” to “cooperation” 

Development of ARF, etc.

Promoting mutual understanding and trust
Carried over

ARF
established

1994

Disaster
Relief ISM

1997

Terrorism/
Transnational
Crime ISM

2003

ADMM
established

2006

ADMM-Plus

20102009

� Main focus on explaining defense 
policies and on facilitating mutual 
understanding 

Promoting concrete security and defense cooperation in 
the region 
(Mainly non-traditional security (disaster relief, maritime  
security, counter-terrorism, etc.), logistics support areas)

Main focus on fostering trust in 
the short term with the ultimate 
goal of resolving conflicts

• Maritime Security ISM
• Non-proliferation and 

Disarmament ISM
• VDR conducted

Promoting mutual 
understanding and trust

Initiatives for complementing bilateral/multilateral efforts
(Japan–U.S.–Australia, Japan–U.S.–ROK)
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Japan–Australia Summit Meeting(Tokyo) 
*“Japan-Australia Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation” announced
First Japan–Australia Joint Foreign and Defense Ministerial Consultations  “2+2”  (Tokyo) 
Japan–Australia Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo) 
Japan–Australia Summit meeting (Canberra) 
*Action plan prepared to implement the Japan–Australia Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation

• States directions for revision of the Memorandum on Japan–Australia Defense Exchange
Second Japan–Australia  “2+2” meeting (Tokyo) 
*Joint statement released 
Japan–Australia Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo) 
*Memorandam on Japan–Australia Defense Exchange revised 

• 1) Promotion of cooperation in international peace cooperation activities, 2) improvement of 
cooperation and collaboration in peacetime including implementation of strategic policy discussions and 
expansion of exercises, and 3) strengthening of trilateral cooperation between Japan, the United States, 
and Australia as well as of cooperation in multilateral frameworks

Japan–Australia Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore, the 8th Shangri-La Dialogue) 
*Both countries agreed to deal with the North Korean nuclear tests in a unified manner
*Agreement reached to accelerate the study on cooperation in logistics, expand joint exercises, and 

strengthen trilateral cooperation between Japan, the United States, and Australia 
Japan–Australia Summit Meeting (Tokyo) 
*Revision of the action plan to implement the Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation

• Agreement reached to work toward a treaty regarding Japan–Australia logistics cooperation 
Third Japan–Australia  “2+2”  meeting (Tokyo)
*Discussions carried out regarding 1) Japan–Australia security cooperation (welcoming the signing of the 

ACSA, the expediting of negotiations regarding a Japan–Australia treaty on protecting classified 
information, etc.), 2) Japan–U.S.–Australia cooperation, 3) the Korean patrol vessel sinking incident, 4) 
military nuclear disarmament and non proliferation, 5) regional architecture, and 6) regional posture

Japan–Australia Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo)
*Views exchanged regarding 1) the security policies of both nations, 2) Japan–Australia defense 

cooperation, and 3) the regional security posture

Visit to Australia by MSDF Chief of Staff 
Visit to Japan by Australian Chief of Army 
Visit to Australia by GSDF Chief of Staff (5th PACC)
Visit to Japan by Australian Chief of Navy 
Visit to Australia by ASDF Chief of Staff 
Visit to Japan by Australian Deputy Chief of Army (6th PACC)
Visit to Japan by Australian Chief of Air Force 

10th Japan–Australia Politico-Military Consultations (PM)
13th Japan–Australia Military-Military Consultations (MM)
14th Japan–Australia Military-Military Consultations (MM)
11th Japan–Australia Politico-Military Consultations (PM)

Deployment of multipurpose support aircraft (U-4) to Australia
Participation in the Australian hosted multinational joint maritime exercise “Kakadu 2008” 
Deployment of maritime patrol aircraft (P-3C) to Australia 
Implementation of Japan–Australia joint exercises
Multi-purpose assistance aircraft (U-4) deployed to Guam (exchange with Australian Air Force units as part 
of Japan–U.S.–Australia High-level Trilateral Discussions)

Security and Defense Cooperation Forum (SDCF) 

Japan–U.S.–Australia Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore, 6th Shangri-La Dialogue) 

Japan–U.S.–Australia joint exercises 

Japan–U.S.– Australia High-level Trilateral Discussions (Guam: ASDF Chief of Staff Hokazono, 
Commander, U.S. Pacific Air Forces, Australian Chief of Air Force)

Pacific Global Air Mobility Seminar (PGAMS)

07.  3

07.  6
07.  6
07.  9

08.12

08.12

09.  5

09.12

10.  5

10.  5

07.  2
07.  3
07.  8
08.  4
08.  5
09.  8
10.  4

08.  2
08.  9
09.10
10.  3

07.10
08.  7– 8
08.  9
09.  9
10.  6

07.  4
08.  4
09.11
07.  6
07.10
09.  9
10.  6

07.  5
08.  2

1. Recent defense exchanges and cooperation with Australia

High-level 
talks between 
heads of state 
and defense

Regular 
discussions 
between defense 
ministry 
representatives

Unit-level 
exchange, etc. 

Japan–U.S.–
Australia 
trilateral 
cooperation 

Fig. III-3-2-4  Leading Defense Exchanges and Cooperation
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Minister of Defense Kitazawa and Australian Minister for Defence Faulkner 
exchanging documents related to the signing of the ACSA
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VOICE

Colonel Tim Gellel (front) of the Australian army at the Japan–Australia defense 
ministers’ meeting
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Japan–Korea Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo)
*Exchange of views regarding the issue of North Korea and defense exchange between Japan and Korea
*“Statement of Intention Regarding Japan–Korea Defense Exchange” signed
Visit to Korea by Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Defense Nagashima (Seoul)
*Met with the Korean Minister of Defense, Vice-Minister of Defense, and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff (Seoul)
Japan–Korea Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore)
Visit to Korea by Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Defense Nagashima (Seoul)
*Meetings with the Vice-Minister of Defense, Senior Secretary to the President for Foreign Affairs and 

National Security, etc. 

Visit to Korea by MSDF Chief of Staff
Japan–Korea Defense Vice Ministerial Meeting (Seoul)
Visit to Korea by ASDF Chief of Staff Hokazono 
Visit to Japan by Chief of Staff, Korean Army (6th PACC)
Visit to Korea by ASDF Chief of Staff Hokazono 
Visit to Korea by GSDF Chief of Staff Hibako 
Visit to Korea by Chief of Staff of the Joint Staff Oriki 
Visit to Korea by MSDF Chief of Staff

17th Japan–Korea Working-level Defense Dialogue (Assistant Vice Minister talks) 
3rd Japan–Korea Working-level Defense Dialogue Working Group (Department chief-level talks) 
9th Japan–Korea Security Dialogue (Discussions by foreign affairs/defense representatives) 

Japan lower enlisted exchange (Korea, Ground)
Visit to Korea by MSDF Commander Maizuru 
Visit to Korea by Commander of the Western Air Defense Force 
Japan–Korea joint search and rescue exercise
Japan–Korea commanders’ course student exchange (Japan, Korea, Air)
Japan–Korea basic level officer exchange (Japan, Ground)
GSDF officer candidate training (Korea)
Japan–Korea mid-level officer exchange (Japan, Air)
Japan–Korea lower enlisted exchange (Japan, Ground)
Visit to Korea by Commanding General of the Western Army 
Japan–Korea basic level officer exchange (Korea, Ground)
Japan–Korea mid-level officer exchange (Korea, Air)
Japan–Korea mid-level officer exchange (Japan, Air)

Japan–U.S.–Korea Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore, 8th Shangri-La Dialogue)
*Exchanged opinions regarding the handling of North Korea's nuclear tests and the importance of close 

cooperation between the three nations
13th Japan–U.S.–Korea Working-level Defense Dialogue
Japan–U.S.–Korea Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore, 9th Asia Security Summit)
*Views exchanged regarding the sinking incident of the Korean patrol vessel

09.  4

09.12

10.  6
10.  7

08.10
09.  6
09.  7
09.  8
09.10
09.11
10.  2
10.  4

09.10
09.10
09.12

08.10
09.  5
09.  5
09.  7
09.  9
09.10
09.11
09.11
09.11
10.  1
10.  3
10.  4
10.  7

09.  5

09.  7
10.  6

2. Recent defense exchanges and cooperation with Korea

High-level talks 
between heads of 
defense

Regular discussions 
between defense 
ministry representatives

Unit-level 
exchange, etc.

Japan–U.S.–Korea
trilateral 
cooperation 

Fig. III-3-2-4  Leading Defense Exchanges and Cooperation

Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Defense Nagashima and ROK Minister of National 
Defense Kim Tae Young
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Chief of Staff of the Joint Staff Ryoichi Oriki and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Lee Sang Hee (at the time)
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COMMENTARY
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Japan–India Summit Meeting(Tokyo)
*“Joint Statement Towards Japan–India Strategic and Global Partnership” announced
Japan–India Summit Meeting (Delhi)
*“Joint Statement on the Roadmap for New Dimensions to the Strategic and Global Partnership” announced
Japan–India Defense Ministerial Meeting (Delhi) 
*Views were exchanged regarding the war on terror, regional posture, and bilateral defense exchange, and 

agreement was made to develop defense exchanges 
Japan–India Summit Meeting(Tokyo) 
*“Joint Statement on the Advancement of the Strategic and Global Partnership between Japan and India” 

announced
*“Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation between Japan and India” announced.

It was announced that both Defense Ministries would proceed with cooperation based on Defense 
Ministerial Meetings, Defense Policy Dialogues, Military-Military talks between the ministries at Director 
General-level, and a framework for military exchanges including bilateral and multilateral exercises. 

Japan–India Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo)
*Views were exchanged regarding bilateral defense cooperation and exchanges, as well as the regional 

security posture (Release of a “joint press release”)
Japan–India Summit meeting (Delhi)
*Joint statement announced entitled “A New Stage of Japan–India Strategic and Global Partnership”
*Action plan prepared to move forward with Japan–India security cooperation (sub-cabinet “2+2” 

dialogues and implementation of joint exercises were announced)
Japan–India Defense Ministerial Meeting (Delhi)
*Views exchanged regarding defense cooperation and exchanges between the two countries and maritime 

security. Both sides shared the view to deepen bilateral cooperation in the areas of antipiracy, U.N. PKO, 
and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief

1st Japan–India Defense Policy Dialogue (Administrative Vice Minister-level) (Tokyo)
Visit to Japan by Indian Navy Chief of Staff 
Visit to Japan by Indian Army Chief of Staff (6th PACC)
1st Japan–India Subcabinet “2+2” Dialogue (Delhi)
2nd Japan–India Defense Policy Dialogue (Delhi)

6th Japan–India Comprehensive Security Dialogue, 5th Military-Military Talks
1st India–Japan Maritime Security Dialogue
7th Japan–India Comprehensive Security Dialogue
6th Japan–India Military-Military Talks

Japan–U.S.–India joint exercise
Multinational joint maritime exercise “Malabar 07-2”
“Malabar 09”

06.12

07.  8

08.10

09.11

09.12

10.  4

07.  4
08.  8
09.  8
10.  7

09.  2
09.10
10.  4

07.  4
07.  9
09.  4

3. Recent defense exchanges and cooperation with India

High-level talks 
between heads of 
defense

Unit-level 
exchange, etc.

Regular discussions 
between defense 
ministry 
representatives

Fig. III-3-2-4  Leading Defense Exchanges and Cooperation

Minister of Defense Kitazawa and Indian Minister of Defence Antony
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VOICE
[COLUMN]

The 9th team of SDF field-grade officers to visit China
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Japan–China Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo)
*Agreed to the understanding that further development of Japan–China defense exchanges was important
*Announced the “Japan–China Defense Ministries Joint Press Release,” the first such document between 

the defense ministries of Japan and China
Japan–China Summit Meeting (Beijing)
*Established the “Promotion of Exchange and Mutual Trust” as one of the three pillars to substantiate the 

“Mutually Beneficial Relationship Based on Common Strategic Interests” 
*Agreed on strengthened exchange in the realm of security (deployment of MSDF vessels, mutual visits by 

young officers of the SDF and the People’s Liberation Army). 
Japan–China Summit Meeting (Tokyo)
*Agreed to strengthening high-level exchange including at the Defense Minister-level, visits by MSDF 

vessels, and the swift establishment of a communications mechanism between the defense ministries 
*Announced the “China–Japan Joint Statement on Comprehensive Promotion of a ‘Mutually Beneficial 

Relationship Based on Common Strategic Interests’”
Japan–China Defense Ministerial Meeting (Beijing)
*Carried out discussions regarding Japan and China’s defense policies, Japan–China defense exchange, 

and regional situation, and agreed to proceed with exchanges at each level and in each area, and to move 
forward with dialogue and cooperation in peacekeeping operations, disaster relief operations, and anti 
piracy activities. 

*Released a “joint press release” including 10 items of common understanding regarding upcoming 
principle exchanges

Japan–China Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo)
*Announced a “joint press release”
*Agreed to such items as a visit to China by the Defense Minister, joint training for search and rescue at 

sea, exchange between the army corps of the GSDF and those of the PLA (starting in 2010), Senior 
Officials Defense Dialogues and Staff talks, and the exchanging views toward the sharing of experience 
and cooperation regarding humanitarian aid and disaster relief 

*Held the first ever joint press conference

Visit to Japan by commander of the PLA Air Force
Visit to Japan by commander of the PLA Navy
Visit to Japan by the deputy chief of General Staff Headquarters
Visit to China by MSDF Chief of Staff
Visit to China by ASDF Chief of Staff Hokazono 
Visit to China by GSDF Chief of Staff Hibako 

11th Japan–China Security Dialogue (Foreign/Defense Ministry Director General-level talks)
2nd joint working group meeting on a maritime communications mechanism between the defense 
ministries of Japan and China

<Mutual visits by ships>
*Visit to Japan by the Chinese vessel Shenzhen 
*Visit to China by the MSDF vessel Sazanami 
*Visit to Japan by the Chinese training vessel Zhenghe
<Company-grade junior officer exchanges>
*Visit to Japan by a Chinese company-grade junior officer exchange group
*Visit to China by a Japanese company-grade junior officer exchange group

07.  8

07.12

08.  5

09.  3

09.11

08.  9
08.10
09.  2
09.  7
09.11
10.  2

09.  3
10.  7

07.11–12
08.  6
09.11

08.  9
09.  3

4. Recent defense exchanges and cooperation with China

High-level talks 
between heads of 
defense

Unit-level 
exchange, etc.

Regular discussions 
between defense 
ministry representatives

Fig. III-3-2-4  Leading Defense Exchanges and Cooperation
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Minister of Defense Kitazawa and Chinese Minister of National Defense Liang Guanglie 

Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Air Force Commander General Xu Qiliang 
and ASDF Chief of Staff Kenichiro Hokazono
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Japan–Russia Defense Ministerial meeting (Moscow)
*Memorandum on Japanese Russian defense exchange revised

Visit to Russia by GSDF Chief of Staff
Visit to Russia by ASDF Chief of Staff
Visit to Japan by Russian Ground Forces Commander in Chief
Visit to Russia by Chief of Staff of the Joint Staff
Visit to Japan by Air Force Commander in Chief

7th Japan–Russia Defense Officials Consultations (Tokyo)
8th Japan–Russia Defense Officials Consultations (Moscow)
4th Japan–Russia Security Talks (Tokyo)
9th Japan–Russia Defense Officials Consultations (Tokyo)
5th Japan–Russia Security Talks (Moscow)

Visit to Japan by the Surgeon General of the Russian Federation Armed forces
Visit to Russia by the Director General for Health and Medicine

Visit to Russia by the Commanding General of the GSDF Northern Army
Visit to Japan by Russian Navy vessels (8th Japan–Russia Search and Rescue Exercises)
Visit to Russia by MSDF vessels (9th Japan–Russia Search and Rescue Exercises)
Visit to Japan by the Commander, 11th Air Force and Air Defense Army of the Russian Air Force
Deployment of GSDF observers to Russian Ground Forces exercises
Visit to Japan by Russian navy vessels (10th Joint Japan–Russia search and rescue exercises)
Visit to Japan by the Commander of the Russian Far Eastern Military District
Visit to Russia by the Commanding General of the ASDF Northern Air Defense Force
Visit to Russia by the Commanding General of the GSDF Northern Army
Participation by Russian Ground Forces observers in GSDF exercises
Visit to Russia by MSDF vessels (11th Joint Japan–Russia search and rescue exercises)

06.  1

06.  5
07.  6
08.  3
08.  4
10.  6

06.  4
07.12
08.  4
08.  5
10.  7

08.  7
09.10

06.10
06.10
07.  8
07.12
08.  9
08.  9
08.11
08.11
09.  3
09.  9–10
10. 7

5. Recent defense exchanges and cooperation with Russia

High-level talks 
between heads of
defense

Working-level 
exchange

Unit-level 
exchange, etc.

Regular discussions 
between defense 
ministry 
representatives

Fig. III-3-2-4  Leading Defense Exchanges and Cooperation

Vice-Minister of Defense Nakae in a meeting
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Visit to Cambodia by Parliamentary Senior Vice-Minister of Defense Shimba

Visit to Japan by the Chief of Staff of the Indonesian Navy
Visit to Indonesia by Vice Minister of Defense Nakae
Visit to Indonesia by Chief of Staff of the Joint Staff Oriki

Visit to Laos by Parliamentary Senior Vice-Minister of Defense Shimba

Visit to Japan by the Commander of the Royal Malaysian Navy 
Visit to Malaysian by Vice-Minister of Defense Nakae

Visit to the Philippines by the Parliamentary Secretary for Defense Kishi

Japan–Singapore Defense Ministerial Meeting (45th Munich Security Conference)
Japan–Singapore Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore, 8th Shangri-La Dialogue)
Visit to Japan by the Chief of Army, Singapore Army
Japan–Singapore Vice-Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo)
Japan–Singapore Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo)
*Views were exchanged regarding the defense policies of both countries, defense exchange, and the 

regional security posture
*Memorandum on Defense Exchanges signed
Visit to Singapore by MSDF Chief of Staff
Japan–Singapore Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore, 9th Shangri-La Dialogue)

Visit to Thailand by Parliamentary Senior Vice-Minister of Defense Shimba
Visit to Japan by the Commander of the Thai Royal Navy

Visit to Japan by the Timor-Leste Secretary of State for Defense
Japan–Timor-Leste Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo)
*Views were exchanged regarding the acceptance of exchange students at the National Defense Academy 

in 2010 and beyond and the promotion of defense exchange through multilateral meetings such as the 
Tokyo Defense Forum

Visit to Timor-Leste by Parliamentary Senior Vice-Minister of Defense Shimba

Japan–Vietnam Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore, 8th Shangri-La Dialogue)
*Work to prepare a defense exchange memorandum of understanding was begun and agreed regarding 

mutual visits and strengthening exchange in the realm of education, etc.
Visit to Vietnam by the Parliamentary Secretary for Defense Kishi
Visit to Vietnam by Vice-Minister of Defense Nakae
Visit to Vietnam by MSDF Chief of Staff

6th PACC (visit to Japan by the following)
Chief of Staff of the Bangladesh Army, Vice Commander of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces and 
Commander of the Royal Cambodian Army, Chief of Staff of the Indonesian Army, Chief of Staff of the 
Malaysian Army, Commander of the Philippine Army, Commander of the Singapore Army, Commander of 
the Sri Lankan Army, Commander of the Royal Thai Army, Chief of Staff of the Vietnam People’s Army, 
2nd Meeting of Senior Defense Officials on Common Security challenges in the Asia-Pacific Region (Tokyo, 
attended by the following)
Brunei Vice Minister of Defense, Cambodian Minister of Defense, Indonesian Vice Minister of Defense, 
Laotian Vice Minister of Defense, Malaysian Vice Minister of Defense, Philippine Vice Minister of Defense, 
Vietnamese Vice-Minister of Defense

1st Japan–Cambodia Politico-Military Consultations
1st Japan–Cambodia Military-Military Consultations

4th Japan–Philippine Politico-Military Consultations
4th Japan–Philippine Military-Military Consultations

10th Japan–Singapore Military-Military Consultations

8th Japan–Thailand Politico-Military Consultations, 8th Japan–Thailand Military-Military Consultations

6th Japan–Vietnam Foreign/Defense Ministry Dialogue, 6th Japan–Vietnam Defense Ministry Dialogue

Participation in the U.S. and Philippines sponsored ARF Disaster Relief Exercise (Philippines)

10.  5

08.  2
10.  1
10.  6

10.  5

09.  8
10.  1

09.  5

09.  2
09.  5
09.  9
09.11
09.12

10.  2
10.  6

09.12
10. 8

09.  2
09.  3

10.  5

09.  5

09.  5
10.  1
10.  2

09.  8

10.  3

10.  6

10.  8

09.  9

09.  9

10.  4

09.  5

6. Recent defense exchanges and cooperation with ASEAN countries

High-level talks 
between heads of
defense

Unit-level 
exchange, etc.

Regular discussions 
between defense 
ministry 
representatives

Fig. III-3-2-4  Leading Defense Exchanges and Cooperation
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VOICE
[COLUMN]

Exchange students from Timor-Leste and NDA President Makoto Iokibe
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Senior Vice-Minister of Defense Shimba and U.K. Minister of State for Defence 
Equipment and Support, Lord Paul Rudd Drayson

Italian Vice-Minister of Defence Guido Crosetto chatting with Senior Vice-Minister 
of Defense Shimba

Former MSDF Chief of Staff Akahoshi and Commander of the French Pacific Fleet 
Bichot
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Japan–U.K. Defense Ministerial Meeting (London)
*A defense cooperation document was signed
Japan–U.K. Defense Ministerial Meeting (London)
*Verified that high-level and working-level defense exchange was proceeding
Japan–U.K. Defense Ministerial Meeting (at the 45th Munich Security Conference)
*Exchanged views regarding defense policy
Views were exchanged between the Minister of Defense and the Secretary of State for Defence (Singapore, 
8th Shangri-La Dialogue)

Visit to the U.K. by MSDF Chief of Staff 
Visit to the U.K. by ASDF Chief of Staff 
Visit to Japan by U.K. Chief of Naval Staff 
Visit to the U.K. by MSDF Chief of Staff 
Visit to the U.K. by ASDF Chief of Staff Hokazono

10th Japan–U.K. Politico-Military Consultations, 6th Japan–U.K. Military-Military Consultations

Japan–U.K. unit exchange (U.K., Ground)
Japan–U.K. unit exchange (Japan, Ground)
Exchange of research and development personnel (Japan, Ground)

04.  1

06.  1

09.  2

09.  5

05.  6
07.  4
08.  1
09.  5
10.  5

09.11

09.  6
09.  7
10.  2

7. Recent defense exchanges and cooperation with the United Kingdom

High-level talks 
between heads of 
defense

Unit-level 
exchange, etc.

Regular discussions 
between defense 
ministry representatives

Fig. III-3-2-4  Leading Defense Exchanges and Cooperation

Visit to Belgium by ASDF Chief of Staff Hokazono 
Visit to Belgium by Parliamentary Secretary for Defense Kasuta 

Visit to France by MSDF Chief of Staff 
Visit to Japan by French Chief of the Defence Staff
Visit to France by Parliamentary Secretary for Defense Kasuta
Visit to France by ASDF Chief of Staff Hokazono

Japan–Germany Defense Ministerial Meeting (at the 45th Munich Security Conference)
Visit to Japan by the Chief of Staff, German Army

Visit Japan by Italian Vice-Minister of National Defense

Visit to Japan by the Commander in Chief, Romanian Armed Forces

Visit to Japan by Chief of the Turkish Navy 

Visit to Japan by the Canadian Deputy Minister of Defense
Visit to Canada by MSDF Chief of Staff

Visit to the Republic of Djibouti and the Kingdom of Bahrain by Senior Vice Minister of Defense Shinba

6th PACC (attended by the following)
Chief of the Land Staff, Canadian Forces Land Force Command
General of the Army, Chilean Army
Chief of Army, New Zealand Army

7th Japan–Canada Military-Military Consultations
6th Japan–Canada Politico-Military Consultations

11th Japan–France Politico-Military Consultations, 12th Japan–France Military-Military Consultations

12th Japan–Germany Politico-Military Consultations

5th Japan–New Zealand Military-Military Consultations

4th Japan–Pakistan Security Dialogue, 5th Japan–Pakistan Military-Military Consultations

9th Japan–NATO subcommittee meeting

10.  5
10.  5

09.  5
09.12
10.  5

09.  2
09.  3

10.  2

10.  4

10.  6

09.  6
10.  6

09.12

09.  8

09.  5
10.  3

09.  6

10.  6

09.10

10.  5

09.  5

8. Recent defense exchanges and cooperation with European nations and others

High-level talks 
between heads of
defense

Regular 
discussions 
between defense 
ministry 
representatives

Fig. III-3-2-4  Leading Defense Exchanges and Cooperation
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Fig. III-3-2-5  Japan’s Defense Exchanges (Last Five Years)
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Note 1: In addition to the defense ministerial meeting, “2+2” meetings were held between the Defense and Foreign Ministers of Japan and Australia.
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VOICE

A group photograph at NATO staff talks (Major Yokogi on the left)


