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Fig. III-1-4-1  Incidents of Piracy Off the Coast of Somalia/Gulf of Aden 
                      (Comparison with Number of Incidents in Southeast Asia)
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Notes: 1. The data is based on a report by the International Maritime Bureau of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC).

 2. There have been 110 incidents of piracy off the Coast of Somalia/Gulf of Aden in 2010, as of July 31.
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An example of a skiff, a type of ship often used in pirate activities

An SDF personnel on the lookout
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Flying over a wide sea area in the Gulf of Aden to conduct warning and 
surveillance operations and collect information

Patrol helicopters and escort ships conduct warning operations while maintaining communications with the escorted ship

Fig. III-1-4-2  SDF Counter piracy Operations (Image)
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Fig. III-1-4-3  Comparison between Maritime Patrol Activities and Counter-Piracy Operations

Counter-piracy OperationsMaritime Patrol ActivitiesBehavioral Patterns

Issue of instructions and orders

Note 1: By applying Article 95 of the Self Defense Forces Law (Use of weapons for guarding weapons, etc.), the use of weapons can be allowed in either operation.

In cases where it is particularly necessary to 
protect lives and properties, and to maintain 
security on the sea

When specifically necessary to combat acts of 
piracy

Procedure for issuance of 
instructions and orders

The Minister of Defense shall issue an order upon 
approval of the Prime Minister

• The Minister of Defense shall issue an order upon 
approval of the Prime Minister

• The Minister of Defense shall submit an outline of 
operations to the Prime Minister to gain his/her 
approval

Report at the Diet No provisions The Prime Minister shall report to the Diet without 
delay, when he/she has approved counter-piracy 
operations or when a mission has been completed

Authority of self-defense forces Application of Article 16 (a request for cooperation 
to ships in the vicinity), the first clause of Article 
17-1 (on-the-spot inspection, and questioning the 
crew), and Article 18 (route change, spotting the 
ship) of the Japan Coast Guard Law (Article 93 of 
the Self-Defense Forces Law)

Application of Article 16 (a request for cooperation 
to ships in the vicinity) and Article 18 (route 
change, stopping the ship) (Article 8 of the 
Anti-piracy Law (draft))

Use of weapons¹ By applying Article 7 of the Act concerning 
Execution of Official Police Duties, the use of 
weapons can be allowed only when it is used for 
self-protection, the protection of others, or for 
preventing interference with official duties, to such 
an extent as is considered reasonably necessary in 
accordance with the situation

• Some as on the left
• In addition, when countering acts of piracy, 

including such acts as approaching excessively 
close to a ship or following a ship, if any party 
perpetrating such acts of piracy continues their 
acts despite the countermeasures of others, and 
there are reasonable grounds to believe that no 
other means are available to stop the passage of 
the ship in question, the use of weapons is 
permitted to such an extent that is considered 
reasonably necessary in accordance with the 
situation

Ships and vessels to be protected Japan-affiliated ships All ships and vessels

The 4th Marine Division destroyer Onami performing escort activities for 
passenger ship Asuka II in the Gulf of Aden, while a P-3C carries out warning and 
surveillance duties.
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Vice Defense Minister Kazuya Shimba observing the air fleet dispatched for 
anti-piracy

Troops protecting a P-3C

VOICE
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Fig. III-1-4-4  Deployed Unit Formation

Deployed Unit Formation

Total approximate 150 personnel (100 maritime, 50 ground)

Commander, Self Defense Fleet

Commander, Maritime Units for
Anti-Piracy Operation Deployment

Commander, Air Units for
Anti-Piracy Operation Deployment

Also assistant commander
(serving as commander of base operations as well)

Total approximately 400 personnel

Base operations
units

Support and
logistics units

� Special Boarding Unit personnel aboard
� One or two patrol helicopters on each vessel, as well as one or 
 two special boats
� Marine Safety Officers: eight persons aboard

Guard units

Headquarters

: Formation of MSDF personnel

: Formation of MSDF and ASDF personnel

Headquarters

Air squadron
(2 P-3Cs)

1 destroyer

Marine Safety Officers
(eight persons aboard)

Military police

1 destroyer

In addition, a transport unit comprised of C-130H transports under 
the Air Support Commander will provide airborne transport of 
materials etc. when necessary.
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VOICE
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VOICE
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VOICE
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The awarding ceremony for the IMO Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sea
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