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Fig. I-2-5-1  Comparison of Forces Strength and Defense Budget between Southeast Asia and Japan/China/ROK 2009

Notes: 1. The size of each block indicates relative size using Japan as the base size.
2. For Japan, the force strength shows the actual strength of each Self-Defense Force as of the end of FY2009; the number of combat aircraft 

is the sum of the number of combat aircraft of the ASDF (excluding transport aircraft) and that of the MSDF (fixed-wing aircraft only).
3. The national defense budget of China is from the Finance Minister’s Budget Report to the National People’s congress in 2009.
4. The national defense budget of the ROK is from the ROK National Defense White Paper 2009.
5. The national defense budget of China and the ROK is expressed in U.S. dollars and is calculated at the FY2009 Ministry of Finance 

announced-exchange rates of 103 yen to the dollar, 15 yen to the yuan, and 85 yen to 1,000 won.
6. The Japanese national defense budget is expressed in U.S. dollars converting 2009 figures at the FY2008 Ministry of Finance 

announced-exchange rate of 103 yen to the dollar.

Source: Military Balance 2010, Jane’s Fighting Ships 2009–2010.
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The launching ceremony of an Archer-class submarine (Singapore) 
[Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

The commissioning of a Scorpene-class submarine (second ship) in Malaysia 
[Royal Malaysian Navy] 
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The 4th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (Vietnam) 
[Ministry of Defence, Singapore]
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