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Fig. I-2-3-4  Recent Chinese Activities in the Waters near Japan 

October 2008 
Four vessels including a Sovremenny-class 
destroyer sailed through the Tsugaru Strait 
(the first identified passage by Chinese 
surface combat ships) before circling Japan

June 2009
Five vessels including a Luzhou-class destroyer sailed through 
the waters off the northeast coast of Okinotori Island

April 2010
Ten vessels including Kilo-class 
submarines and Sovremenny-class 
destroyers sailed through the waters 
off the west coast of Okinotori Island

November 2008
Four vessels including a Luzhou-class 
destroyer sailed to the Pacific Ocean   
March 2010
Six vessels including a Luzhou-class 
destroyer sailed to the Pacific Ocean   
July 2010
Two vessels including a Luzhou-class 
destroyer sailed to the Pacific Ocean

December 2008
Two Chinese maritime research ships 
entered into the territorial waters of 
Japan near the Senkaku Islands and 
roved the area
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Fig. III-1-2-11  Number of Scrambles in the Last Decade and its Breadown
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Fig. III-1-2-12  Example of Flight Patterns of Russian, Chinese, and North
                        Korean Aircraft Against Which Scrambles Were Directed
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Fig. III-2-2-3  Significance and Role of the U.S. Marines in Okinawa 

1. Reasons for stationing U.S. Marines in Okinawa
❍ Okinawa is closer to the regions of East Asia than 

mainland U.S.A., Hawaii, and Guam.   
 ➔ The U.S. forces in Okinawa can respond swiftly 
  when an emergency deployment is called for 
  in the region  
❍ Further, Okinawa has the geographical advantage of 

being at a reasonable distance from surrounding countries. 

4 Significance and role of the U.S. Marines in Okinawa —the strategic position of Okinawa

2. Significance and role of the U.S. Marines in Okinawa 
❍ Due to their high mobility and swift response¹, the Marines 

stationed in Okinawa play a diverse role in securing 
the peace and security of the region, such as in their 
response to the earthquake in Java, Indonesia in 
May 2006, in addition to defending Japan.  

 ➔ The stationing of U.S. Forces, beginning with 
  the U.S. Marines in charge of first response for 
  a variety of contingencies and capable of high mobility 
  and rapid response, in Okinawa with its geographical 
  characteristics, contributes greatly to the security of 
  Japan and the peace and stability of the Asia Pacific 
  region

Note 1: The U.S. Marines make use of all fighting elements (air, ground, and maritime) when training or carrying out operations and are capable of swiftly responding to 
diverse contingencies. 
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Defense
Exchanges

Defense
Cooperation

Examples of Specific Initiatives 

�  Student exchange, educational and research exchange, equipment and technology exchange 
�  High level and working-level exchanges between defense authorities
�  Unit exchanges in each service branch, mutual visits of naval vessels and aircrafts
�  Goodwill exercises (Example: Japan–Russia Joint Search and Rescue Exercises, etc.)
� Various types of cooperation in non-traditional security areas (including joint exercises)
 (Examples: Cobra Gold, ARF DiREx, Cambodia and Timor-Leste PKOs, cooperation with the Australian Army on-site 

for humanitarian and reconstruction assistance activities in Iraq, cooperation for anti-piracy operations (NATO, 
EUNAVFOR))

� Agreements on the security of information
� Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreements

� Formulating joint contingency plans, etc.
� Joint exercises premised on joint responses

(Examples: Japan–U.S. Bilateral Exercises, Japan–U.S. Joint Command Post Exercises, Japan–U.S. Joint 
Anti-Submarine Exercises, Japan–U.S. Joint Fighter Exercises)

� Joint responses in the event of a Japanese emergency 
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Fig. III-3-2-1  Defense Cooperation and Exchanges 
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