
Chapter 4
Operations

The DASC responds to the GCE commander’s requirements for
direct air support by processing immediate air support requests,
coordinating aircraft employment with other supporting arms
through the GCE’s senior FSCC, and directing designated air op-
erations. The DASC’s role in direct air support provides a crucial
link between the GCE and the ACE.

Employment Options

The MASS commander may employ an entire DASC, DASC(A),
ASE or air support liaison team (ASLT) to support the MAGTF.

DASC

As the MAGTF’s primary direct air support control facility, this
configuration provides the operational capability to perform
DASC-related functions and is normally employed with MEB or
larger MAGTFs. The DASC, when practical, collocates with the
GCE’s senior FSCC. An electronic link may be an acceptable al-
ternative in situations where DASC siting requirements differ
from FFCC’s/FSCC’s requirements. 

DASC(A) 

Consisting of an AN/UYQ-3A employed in a KC-130 aircraft,
the DASC(A) can be employed as an independent air control
agency, but normally serves as an airborne extension of the
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DASC. Air superiority is essential in the area where a DASC(A)
is to be employed. The operational period for a DASC(A) is lim-
ited by the host aircraft’s time on station capabilities. Normally
used during MEB and larger MAGTF operations, the DASC(A)
is flexible and adaptable to a variety of operational situations in-
cluding the following:

l Extending overland displacement.
l Supplementing the DASC’s communications coverage while

it displaces or when communications become degraded.
l Operating in geographic areas where terrain adversely affects

DASC communications. 
l Performing amphibious operations to aid in phasing direct air

support control functions from the Navy TACC to the DASC. 
l Performing missions as directed by the MAGTF commander,

ACE commander or MASS commanding officer.

ASE

An ASE is a task-organized element employed by the MASS to
perform various air support control functions. Employment op-
tions can range from MEU-level operations characterized by lim-
ited assets and endurance, to a multi-division operation where the
ASE is almost if not identical in capability but set apart in re-
sponsibilities and subordinate to the DASC. The ASE can func-
tion as an extension of the Navy TACC/helicopter direction
center (HDC), in conjunction with the battalion tactical air con-
trol party (TACP).

In support of a multi-major subordinate command scenario, the
ASE may be augmented with assets and personnel to support con-
tinuous control of direct air support over an extended period. In
this type of situation, the DASC would be employed in a central
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location (i.e., MEF) to coordinate the efforts of the ASE in support
of the multiple Marine divisions. 

ASLT

The ASLT is task-organized by the MASS to maintain liaison
between the DASC and the FSCC, normally in situations where
the DASC cannot remain physically collocated with the senior
FSCC/FFCC.

Role

The ASLT is not a DASC. The ASLT serves to maintain the
face-to-face coordination between the DASC and FSCC vital for
the effective coordination and integration of DAS missions with
the employment of other supporting arms. 

Composition

The number, size, and composition of ASLTs are determined by
the MASS commanding officer based on the experience of FSCC
personnel, terrain, operational tempo, and the mobility of the GCE.
An ASLT typically varies in size from a single Marine with a
man-portable radio or field telephone to a number of Marines op-
erating from MRC vehicles.

Concept of Employment

While a particular DASC configuration may be identified with a
MEF, MEB or MEU, the specific requirements for a given situa-
tion will dictate the actual configuration needed for mission suc-
cess. One DASC is capable of providing direct air support control
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functions to a single division in support of the division’s main ef-
fort. The DASC’s support of multiple divisions requires employ-
ment of assets beyond those normally found in a single MASS.

MEF

Coordination and control of direct air support functions for MEF
operations require a substantial DASC capability based on the com-
munications requirement and scheme of maneuver, as well as the
number of aircraft anticipated to provide the GCE with direct air
support. During MEF operations, the DASC is generally collocated
with the senior FSCC/FFCC. The DASC must maintain an echelon
capability to provide continuous air control and communications
during movement periods. An ASLT may be used in situations
where the DASC cannot remain physically collocated with the se-
nior FSCC/FFCC. A DASC(A) may also be employed to assist the
DASC in its functioning or to augment their communications. A
typical MEF-level configuration (fig. 4-1) consists of the following:

l AN/TSQ-207 CASC, consisting of three operations vehicles/
two communications vehicles with trailers.

l Access to 24 radio channels (HF, VHF-AM/FM, and UHF).
l Access to 9 or 18 telephone circuits.
l Twenty operator workstations. (Each workstation will nor-

mally consist of a single UCD and a shared laptop computer.)
l Intra-communications for 20 operators.
l Automation to support 12 operators.
l Tent space, environmental control, and power to support a

sustained configuration.
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Figure 4-1. MEF-Level CASC Configuration.

MEB

In MEB operations involving one or two regiments, the DASC
will normally collocate with the FSCC responsible for coordinat-
ing GCE supporting arms. The DASC must maintain an echelon
capability to provide continuous air control and communications
during movement periods. A typical MEB-level configuration
(fig. 4-2 on page 4-6) consists of the following:

l AN/TSQ-207 CASC, consisting of one operations and one
communications vehicle with trailers.

l Access to 12 radio channels (UHF, HF, VHF, and appropriate
crypto).
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l Access to 3, 6, or 12 phone lines (dependent on how many
NAUs are used.

l Access to 10 operator UCDs.
l Intra-communications for up to 10 operators.
l Automation to support six operators.
l Tent space, environmental controls, and power to support a

mobile configuration.

Figure 4-2. MEB-Level CASC Configuration.
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MEU

The MEU ACE contains task-organized air C2 agencies and
equipment under the cognizance of the MACG detachment. The
MASS normally deploys an ASE that will support MEU-level
operations to multi-division operations where the ASE is almost
if not identical in capability but subordinate to the DASC. A typ-
ical ASE configuration (fig. 4-3) will consist of the following: 

l AN/TSQ-207 CASC, consisting of one operations/communi-
cations hybrid vehicle with trailer.

l One NAU with six radios.
l Two NAUs with six radios and three 32-KB or six 16-KB

phones or radios.
l Intra-communications for up to 10 operators.
l Tent space, environmental controls, and power to supply a

mobile configuration. If units bring a tent, it must be compatible
with the mobile configuration. 

Figure 4-3. ASE CASC Configuration. 
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Interagency Relationships

DASC/TACC

The DASC is subordinate to the Marine TACC, tactical air direc-
tion center (TADC) or Navy TACC depending on command re-
lationships and the phase of passing air C2 functions ashore
during amphibious operations. Whereas the Marine TACC or
Navy TACC provides centralized command of air operations
within a designated AO or AOA, the DASC provides for decen-
tralized control of OAS, assault support, electronic warfare, and
air reconnaissance missions within their designated area.

OAS

Ideally, the ACE commander will decentralize the control of OAS
by delegating authority to the DASC to divert airborne assets to
missions with higher priority as coordinated/approved by the se-
nior FSCC/FFCC and to launch on-call CAS aircraft. This serves
to ensure minimum response time to the MAGTF’s direct air sup-
port requirements. The Marine TACC, TADC or Navy TACC re-
sponds to the DASC’s requests to fill the GCE’s needs for
additional direct air support. The DASC keeps the Marine TACC,
TADC or Navy TACC informed on the progress of direct air sup-
port missions, the effectiveness of the OAS effort, and the friendly
and enemy air/ground situation. The DASC passes combat infor-
mation received from other sources to the Marine TACC, TADC
or Navy TACC and other agencies/aircrew as appropriate.

Assault Support

Ideally, the ACE commander will decentralize the control of as-
sault support missions and allow the DASC to divert and/or



Direct Air Support Center Handbook 4-9

launch on-call assault support aircraft to ensure minimum re-
sponse time to requests for assault support. Control of assault
support aircraft outside of the DASC-controlled airspace will be
performed by the appropriate MACCS agency. To maintain the
flexibility to immediately divert airborne assets, assault support
aircraft will normally maintain some communication with a
MACCS element. In the conduct of assault support, the Marine
TACC, TADC or Navy TACC should assume a supervisory
mode and respond to the DASC when additional assets are re-
quired to continue the assault support effort. In turn, the DASC
must provide their senior agency with timely information regard-
ing the status of assault support missions and the overall effec-
tiveness of the assault support effort. 

Electronic Warfare

The DASC will coordinate direct support EW missions with the
senior FSCC/FFCC to ensure that airborne EW is effectively in-
tegrated as a combined arm. Coordination of airborne EW efforts
includes but is not limited to electronic surveillance, targeting,
jamming, electronic BDA, and offensive antiair warfare. The
DASC will ensure, as required, necessary coordination is made
to protect friendly ground units and equipment from the effects
of electronic attack (EA) and antiradiation missile attack. Re-
quests for EW are submitted by the appropriate FSCC either to
the DASC for immediate requests or to the Marine TACC/Navy
TACC for preplanned requests.

Air Reconnaissance

The DASC does not normally coordinate the MAGTF’s long-
range air reconnaissance efforts. However, the DASC will coor-
dinate with aircrews and the UAV GCS to conduct air reconnais-
sance in direct support of the GCE. The DASC will provide
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verbal inflight and MISREP information that will be passed on to
the Marine TACC/Navy TACC and the senior FSCC/FFCC.
Hard copy imagery is requested through G-2/S-2 channels. Re-
quests for air reconnaissance missions are submitted by the G-2/
S-2 to the DASC for immediate requests or to the Marine TACC/
Navy TACC for preplanned requests.

DASC/FSCC

The FSCC/FFCC is the final arbitrator of supporting arms inte-
gration conflicts and will make decisions in cases of conflicting
requests for fire support assets. The FSCC provides the DASC
with updates to unit boundaries and fire support coordinating
measures, friendly and enemy unit positions, pertinent intelli-
gence data, and other prearranged data items as they are received
at the FSCC. The FSCC also provides the DASC with informa-
tion on gun positions, gun-target lines, and gun trajectories near
aircraft flight routes. 

The DASC is responsible to the FSCC to provide timely infor-
mation on the following:

l Predicted flight paths for aircraft under the DASC’s control.
l BDAs.
l Status of outstanding requests.
l Pertinent intelligence data.
l Delays or cancellations to the ATO.
l Status of ongoing missions.
l Other prearranged data items.
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The FSCC/FFCC is responsible to the DASC to provide timely
information on the following:

l Location of friendly forces and artillery.
l Location and capabilities of enemy forces.
l TACP locations.
l Target lists.
l Overlays of the GCE scheme of maneuver.
l Priority of fires/effort.
l Approval of joint tactical air strike requests (JTARs)/assault

support requests (ASRs).
l Plans to displace/echelon.
l Plans for large-scale helicopter/ground movements.

Air Support, Reconnaissance, and EW Requests

Immediate air support requests sent directly from the requesting
unit to the DASC are approved by the FSCC. Various forms for
requesting air support include the following:

l JTAR for immediate OAS (CAS, DAS).
l ASR for immediate assault support.
l Joint tactical electronic warfare request (JTEWR) for airborne

EW. 
l Joint tactical air reconnaissance and surveillance (JTAR/S)

for air reconnaissance.
l Joint tactical airlift request (may be required in joint opera-

tions instead of the ASR to request assault support). 
l Immediate air evacuation, to include casualty evacuation

(CASEVAC) (requested using the ASR).

Upon receiving the request, the DASC will clarify any needed
portions and assign a request number for reference purposes. For
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JTARs, JTAR/Ss, and JTEWRs, the request number is based on
the date the JTAR was received followed by a consecutive odd
number (e.g., 11-1, 11-3, 11-5). For ASRs, the request number is
based on the date it was received followed by a consecutive even
number (e.g., 11-2, 11-4 or 11-6). CASEVAC request numbers
are based on the date the request was received and a consecutive
letter of the alphabet (e.g., 11-A, 11-B or 11-C). 

The senior FSCC/FFCC monitoring the tactical air request/heli-
copter request net may approve, disapprove or modify the re-
quest. Normally, the senior FSCC/FFCC approves the request by
remaining silent (silence is consent unless previous commander’s
guidance requires positive approval). However, for purposes of
confirmation or when doubt concerning the validity of the re-
quest exists, the DASC’s SAD should coordinate with the
FSCC’s air officer for clarification of the request.

Diverting Aircraft

The ACE commander may delegate authority to the DASC to di-
vert airborne aircraft or launch on-call aircraft. However, even
when delegated this authority, DASC personnel will not nor-
mally make divert/launch decisions without consulting with ap-
propriate FSCC personnel when possible. This coordination of
fires is effected to limit duplication of effort, ensure appropriate
use of assets, and enhance situational awareness between the
DASC and FSCC. It also serves as another check and balance to
ensure that the aircraft is diverted in concert with the established
priorities for direct air support.

DASC/Antiair Warfare (AAW) Agencies

The DASC disseminates air defense control measures received
from the TACC and/or TAOC to applicable MAGTF elements,
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surface-to-air missile units, and aircraft under DASC control.
The DASC provides friendly aircraft positions to air defense
units/agencies (e.g., Stinger units, TAOC) to assist in the aircraft
identification process. The DASC coordinates the RTF of aircraft
under its control with the appropriate AAW agency, normally the
TAOC. The Stinger unit commander may establish a command
post at the DASC to gain information on the location of friendly
direct air support and assault support aircraft.

DASC/TAC(A) 

The TAC(A) is an onsite airborne extension of the DASC and
FSCC or the Marine TACC/Navy TACC. The TAC(A)’s author-
ity over aircraft operating within an assigned area will be speci-
fied by the DASC or TACC/TADC as appropriate. The
TAC(A)’s principal responsibilities are to avert conflicts be-
tween aircraft and to coordinate the employment of air assets
with other supporting arms. The TAC(A) coordinates as neces-
sary with TACPs, FSCCs, forward air controllers (airborne)
(FAC[A]), ASC(A)s, and artillery and NSFS fire direction cen-
ters. Employment of a TAC(A) will depend on mission require-
ments and resource availability.

DASC/ASC(A) 

The ASC(A) serves as an agency of the Navy tactical air control
system/MACCS and is an airborne extension of the HDC or
DASC. The ASC(A) supports the air C2 system and assists in
airspace coordination and integration of assault support opera-
tions when the HDC/DASC is degraded or requires additional
augmentation. The ASC(A) is normally used when numerous as-
sault support operations are conducted or when the scope and
complexity of the operations dictates this capability. The
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ASC(A) coordinates with TAC(A)s and FAC(A)s to provide
CAS support and/or assault support operations.

DASC/TACP/Forward Air Controller (FAC)/FAC(A)

The DASC receives and processes immediate direct air support
requests from these terminal controllers. The DASC keeps the
terminal controller and senior FSCC/FFCC advised of the status
of aircraft filling their request. The DASC provides aircraft di-
rection and mission updates to aircraft prior to executing a proce-
dural turnover to the terminal controller. This necessitates free
information exchange to provide aircrews with the most com-
plete and up-to-date information possible.

DASC/UAV

The DASC controls the UAVs’ inflight progression/egression to
and from working areas and monitors its activities while in its
working area. The UAV normally enters the airspace control sys-
tem through the ATC element at the UAV’s operating airfield. Af-
ter receiving a handoff from the ATC element, the DASC provides
routing and altitude clearance for the UAV. The UAV controllers
maintain continuous communications with the DASC. The DASC
is kept advised of the UAV working area (using control points and
established routes) and altitude by the GCS to ensure deconfliction
with other aircraft and friendly surface delivered fires. The UAV
controllers also supply the DASC with near-real-time surveillance
information. This information is forwarded to the TACC/FSCC for
use in the intelligence/targeting effort.
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DASC/Medical Regulating Team (MRT)

The landing force medical regulating control officer (LFMRCO)
and the MRT normally physically or electronically collocate with
the DASC. The LFMRCO establishes a medical regulating con-
trol center. A communications link is established between the
DASC and the MRT to facilitate coordination of CASEVAC.
The LFMRCO will keep the DASC advised on availability of
primary and alternate medical treatment facilities and will rec-
ommend CASEVAC to the facility best suited for a casualty’s
medical needs. The DASC will keep the LFMRCO advised of
status of available CASEVAC aircraft and missions. The
LFMRCO will provide organic communications assets for the
medical regulating nets. See Marine Corps Warfighting Publica-
tion (MCWP) 4-11.1, Health Service Support Operations, for ad-
ditional information on the MRT.

DASC/Rear Area Operations Center (RAOC)

Immediate air support requests from the MAGTF rear area are
cleared through the air officer in the RAOC. These requests may
be relayed to the DASC for processing. The DASC’s ability to
process immediate air support requests from the RAOC depends
on many factors including physical location of the agencies, op-
erational employment considerations, and the ability for both
agencies to communicate. When geographical location and com-
munications connectivity reduce response time, immediate air re-
quests may be forwarded to the Marine TACC’s air support
coordination section for action (if the Marine TACC is located in
the rear area). The TACC’s air support coordinator (ASC) then
coordinates mission specifics with the DASC. 
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DASC in Amphibious Operations

Phasing Ashore

During the buildup of combat power ashore, the MACCS will
employ its assets incrementally. During MEF and MEB opera-
tions, the initial DASC capability introduced ashore could con-
sist of a single CASC shelter, communications suite, and
associated support equipment.

As the operation matures, additional DASC shelters and commu-
nications equipment could be introduced to expand the DASC’s
capabilities. In MEU-level operations, the ASE may be the first
direct air support element to arrive ashore. ASEs may be
equipped with a CASC, MRC vehicles or man-portable radios.

Responsibility

The command relationship options available to the establishing
authority of an amphibious operation include operational control,
tactical control, and support. Typically, a support relationship is
established between the ATF commander and the landing force
(LF) commander based on their complementary capabilities.
Normally, the designated commander exercises the initial, over-
all control and coordination responsibility for the delivery of
NSFS, air support, and LF artillery fire. When the LF com-
mander is ashore and has established the necessary facilities and
when the tactical situation permits, this coordination responsibil-
ity is passed to the LF commander. Thereafter, the LF coordi-
nates the supporting arms fires with maneuver forces. However,
complete coordination authority is seldom passed at one time. 
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Normally, the LF assumes responsibility for various fire support
functions as the necessary capability for that function is estab-
lished ashore. The DASC is usually the first principal MACCS
agency ashore and, once established, will normally assume con-
trol of direct air support aviation assets over land while the Navy
TACC retains control of aircraft moving from ship to shore.

AF Supporting Arms Agencies

The AF provides two principal agencies to control and coordinate
supporting arms fires during amphibious operations: the Navy
TACC and the supporting arms coordination center (SACC).

Navy TACC

The Navy TACC is the primary air control agency within the
AOA or designated AO from which air operations supporting the
AF are controlled. The Navy TACC controls both air support and
AAW aircraft.

SACC

The SACC is a single location on an amphibious ship in which
communications facilities incident to the coordination of fire
support of the artillery, air, and NSFS are centralized. The SACC
is the naval counterpart to the LF’s FSCC.

Transfer of Control and Coordination of Supporting Arms

During an amphibious operation, control of air and NSFS is ini-
tially afloat. The LF controls artillery through the GCE com-
mander. When necessary facilities of the LF are ashore and
functioning and the tactical situation permits, the LF requests that
control of NSFS and/or direct air support functions be passed
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ashore. Direct air support functions are normally passed ashore as
MACCS facilities become functional.

The LF commander exercises responsibilities for the coordina-
tion of supporting fires through the senior FSCC/FFCC and
MACCS agencies. Each agency must ensure it has the required
information and requisite communications before supporting
arms coordination responsibilities are passed from the ATF com-
mander to the LF commander. Since most of the operational co-
ordination occurs in the FSCC, the establishment and functioning
of the FSCC(s) is critical to passing supporting arms coordina-
tion functions ashore. Once ashore, the FSCC(s) and the DASC
begin preparing for the passage of supporting arms coordination
and control functions ashore. Typically, this preparation in-
cludes ensuring—

l Communications are established with the appropriate control
agency afloat.

l Communications are established with aircraft. 
l Communications are established with terminal controllers/

spotting teams ashore.
l Target lists are on-hand. 
l Current ATO is on-hand. 

The operational functions that must be completed before passing
supporting arms coordination functions ashore are normally out-
lined in a checklist. Completion of specific checklist items is of-
ten coordinated between the DASC and the SACC/Navy TACC.

Once all or part of the specified prerequisites for passing sup-
porting arms control and coordination functions ashore are met,
supporting arms coordination functions may be passed ashore.
This normally occurs when the LF requests that the ATF pass
control and/or coordination responsibilities of a particular sup-
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porting arms function from the responsible agency afloat to its
shore-based counterpart. Formal messages mark the completion
of each step in the sequence of passing coordination and control
of supporting arms from afloat to ashore. Often, the actual trans-
fer of responsibility is requested and granted by voice radio
transmission followed with formal messages.

Not all direct air support control functions need be passed ashore
at once. For example, control of assault support aircraft may be
passed ashore before control and coordination of direct air sup-
port aircraft. Because the various functions of aviation may be
phased ashore incrementally, the ACE commander (through the
LF commander) must specify those aviation functions that the
DASC is ready to assume. 

Once the DASC is established ashore and has been passed re-
sponsibility for the coordination of direct air support functions,
the DASC is responsible to the Navy TACC for the execution of
direct air support functions. If a Marine TADC has been estab-
lished ashore, the Navy TACC may delegate the coordination re-
sponsibility to it. After the TACC functions are phased ashore,
normal MACCS command relationships are resumed.

DASC in Joint/Multinational Operations

The DASC will be involved to some degree with joint/multina-
tional operations. Joint operations are those operations conducted
with other United States Services. Multinational (coalition)
forces are those of friendly/allied nations with whom the United
States is conducting operations. Both types of operations require
special consideration for the DASC.
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Joint Operations

Working with other United States Services requires DASC crew-
members to be familiar with the structure and employment consid-
erations of other Service equipment, agencies, doctrine, and
personnel. Control procedures for the DASC’s airspace control
area (or sector) must be briefed to joint service aviators, control
agencies, and terminal controllers before these personnel conduct
operations in DASC airspace. Procedures must be in place for
those operations in which the DASC is to hand over aircraft from
one joint agency (or airspace control authority) to another. The
DASC must also obtain and be familiar with communications
plans and orders that may affect their airspace control procedures.

DASC and Air Support Operations Center (ASOC) 

The Air Force’s ASOC is an element of the tactical air control
system most analogous to the DASC. The ASOC is located at the
Army corps level and facilitates immediate requests for air sup-
port submitted by the Army. Requests for air support are submit-
ted by Air Force TACPs over the Air Force air request net that
functions similar to the Marine Corps tactical air request/helicop-
ter request net. If the request can be supported by an echelon
lower than the Corps, it is filled at that level. 

Once the request reaches the ASOC, the aircraft needed to sup-
port the mission are requested from the Air Force air operations
center (AOC), a counterpart to the Marine TACC. The AOC will
direct the ASOC on how to fill the request (launch or divert).
Aircraft supporting the request will check in with the ASOC and
be passed to the TACP. Like the DASC, the ASOC is a proce-
dural control agency.
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DASC and Navy Counterparts

The DASC does not have a direct counterpart in the Navy’s or-
ganizational structure. Rather, the DASC performs similar func-
tions to parts of the Navy’s HDC for coordination of helicopter
missions and the Navy TACC for coordination of direct air sup-
port missions. See Naval Warfare Publication (NWP) 3-09.11M/
Fleet Marine Force Manual (FMFM) 1-7, Supporting Arms in
Amphibious Operations, for details on naval air control agencies.

Multinational Operations

DASC considerations for conducting joint operations can be
aptly applied to multinational operations. In multinational oper-
ations, there is an absolute requirement to transverse the lan-
guage barrier, not only in terms of the language used, but also
regarding common terminology. DASC personnel must also be-
come familiar with varying forms and formats for the ATO/
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) air tasking mes-
sage. If possible, liaison personnel from the host nation/allied
country should be included in the DASC. DASC members and
MASS communications experts are normally tasked to provide
liaison personnel and communications links between the DASC
and foreign nation direct air support agencies.

Special Considerations

Members of the Marine liaison group (MLG)/air/naval gunfire li-
aison company (ANGLICO) will typically provide terminal con-
trol services to CAS aircraft working with joint and multinational
forces. It is important that DASC personnel make liaison with
each MLG/ANGLICO team leader prior to the onset of joint/
multinational operations. 
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Communications frequencies, airspace control procedures,
DASC location, alternate and tertiary communications capabili-
ties, etc., must be briefed and understood by both MLG/AN-
GLICO and DASC Marines. MLG/ANGLICO, in turn, must
keep the DASC apprised of their locations and intentions
throughout the operation.

Procedural Control of Direct Air Support Aircraft

Procedural control is defined as “a method of airspace control
which relies on a combination of previously agreed and promul-
gated orders and procedures.” (JP 1-02) Controlling procedures
include, but are not limited to control points (CPs); minimum-
risk routes (MRRs); RTF procedures; formal and informal air-
space coordination areas; and positive, two-way communications
between the DASC and the aircrew. Although aircrews are ulti-
mately responsible for the safety of their aircraft, the DASC as-
sists the aircrews by maintaining situational awareness of all that
is occurring within the assigned airspace and routing aircraft in a
manner that precludes conflict within the airspace.

The three ways in which the DASC can segregate aircraft in the
airspace are time, altitude, and lateral separation. Depending on
the tactical situation, the DASC will use one of these, or a com-
bination of all three, during the routing of each mission/sortie.
Segregation of aircraft, whether by time, altitude or lateral sepa-
ration, is an important aspect of procedural control and is de-
signed to allow freedom of movement for friendly aircrews.
Aircrews can then focus on the mission and eluding enemy de-
tection. Because these methods of segregation are procedural, the
DASC must be aware of the entire three-dimensional battlespace



Direct Air Support Center Handbook 4-23

and assist aircrews by gaining their confidence, providing con-
cise and safe routing, and maintaining situational awareness.

Aircrews can assist the DASC by relaying their intentions, radio-
ing the DASC at their designated CP (or while inbound to the
CP), responding to the DASC’s routing/control, and providing
accurate position/location information. The DASC has no radar
and must rely on the information it receives from aircrews and
other agencies to manage and control the designated airspace
control authority’s (ACA’s) sector. If the information the DASC
receives is accurate and timely, the DASC will provide aircrews
and other agencies with timely and accurate information. The
key to effective procedural control is that the DASC must rely on
information it receives from the aircrew, TACC/TADC, FSCC,
and other air C2 agencies to build their situational awareness of
the three-dimensional battlefield. The DASC is only as good as
the information it receives.

DASC Siting Considerations

The DASC provides a crucial interface between the GCE and ACE
in regards to direct air support operations. As such, planners must
consider several factors when determining the DASC’s location.

Proximity to the FSCC

A reliable, consistent link between the DASC and the senior
FSCC/FFCC is vital for coordination and integration of direct air
support missions with the employment of other supporting arms
and for the expeditious processing of immediate tactical air re-
quests and assault support requests. The link (or means of commu-
nications) between the DASC and the FSCC can be accomplished
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by wire and/or single-channel radio. Preferably, the DASC and the
senior FSCC/FFCC are physically collocated; if not, an ASLT
may be provided to the FSCC to assist in the transfer of informa-
tion. Physical collocation significantly enhances coordination be-
tween the two agencies. However, electronic collocation with the
FSCC is an acceptable alternative if the FSCC site is not large
enough to include DASC equipment or if the site does not support
the DASC’s communications requirements.

Communications

The single most important siting factor for the DASC to consider
is its ability to communicate. Because the DASC is a procedural
control agency, it gains air situational awareness through com-
munication with aircraft, terminal air controllers, air defense
agencies, and other air C2 agencies involved with direct air sup-
port operations. As such, the primary rule for positioning the
DASC is that the DASC must be located where it can communi-
cate best to optimize its effectiveness.

Security

In addition to protection from the enemy’s direct fire weapons,
the DASC should be located in an area that affords reliable, se-
cure communications. Optimal use of terrain that masks the
DASC from enemy positions, directional antennas, and remoting
and dispersing antennas enhance communications and serve to
reduce the DASC’s electromagnetic signature. These consider-
ations have both a positive and negative effect on DASC opera-
tions and must be weighed against the DASC’s need for
mobility, time for site setup and teardown, and ability to effec-
tively communicate with aircraft and other ground agencies.
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Mobility

The requirement to employ a mobile DASC must be addressed as
early as practical in the planning cycle. Because of its extensive
communications and security requirements, the DASC should re-
main established in a single location as long as practical. Factors
influencing the DASC’s displacement include movement of the
GCE (and its FSCC) and enemy threat.

Future Employment

The historic employment of the DASC will not change in the
foreseeable future. Traditionally, the DASC has been employed
using three types of configurations: DASC, DASC(A), and ASE.
The CASC provides a modular capability that allows the DASC
to employ its primary ground configurations, DASC, and ASE in
their doctrinal manner. 

DASC Configuration

As the primary direct air support agency for the MAGTF, the
DASC configuration, consisting of one or more CASC shelters
and associated support equipment, will provide the operational
capability to perform doctrinal functions. Capable of task organi-
zation, the DASC configuration will normally be employed in
MEF or MEB operations. The mobility afforded by the CASC
significantly improves the DASC’s ability to move on fluid bat-
tlefields. In the HMMWV configuration, the CASC is able to es-
tablish sites previously unreachable by 5-ton vehicles; thus
expanding the number of potential sites available to the DASC.
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When moving on the battlefield, the DASC echelons CASC shel-
ter and support equipment necessary to perform the required
mission while the remainder of the DASC relocates. This  con-
figuration is an echelon DASC.

DASC(A)

The DASC(A) may be used to support echelon operations, aug-
ment DASC communications or coordinate air operations as an
extension of the DASC. The DASC(A) will normally be em-
ployed in MEF or MEB operations.

ASE

The ASE is task-organized to perform various air support control
functions. Employment options can range from MEU-level oper-
ations characterized by limited assets and endurance, to a multi-
division operation where the ASE is almost if not identical in ca-
pability but set apart in responsibilities and subordinate to the
DASC. The ASE can function as an extension of the Navy
TACC/HDC, in conjunction with the battalion TACP.


