
Appendix C

Glossary

Section I. Acronyms and Abbreviations

AAA....................................... antiaircraft artillery
AAAV.................................advanced amphibious

assault vehicle
AAW.............................................. antiair warfare
ABF.....................................attack by fire position
ACA .............................airspace coordination area
ACE ............................... aviation combat element
AIO .................................... air intelligence officer
AMC ................................ air mission commander
ARM ..................................... antiradiation missile
ASC(A) ..... assault support coordinator (airborne)
ASE.........................................air support element
ASR................................... assault support request
ATC ........................................... air traffic control
ATF.................................... amphibious task force
ATO ............................................ air tasking order
BDA ............................. battle damage assessment
BP....................................................battle position
CAC2S ............... common aviation command and

control system
CAS............................................. close air support
CATF ............ commander, amphibious task force
CE ............................................ command element
CH-46....... medium-assault transport aircraft (Sea

 Knight)
CH-53...........heavy-assault transport aircraft (Sea

 Stallion)
CLF ............................. commander, landing force
CMC................Commandant of the Marine Corps
CNO ............................ Chief of Naval Operations
COA ............................................ .course of action
COC .............................. combat operations center
COMINT................. communications intelligence
CSAR ............................combat search and rescue
CSS .................................. combat service support
CSSE...................combat service support element
DAO.................................Defense Attache Office
DASC.............................. direct air support center
DZ ..........................................................drop zone
EA ............................................... electronic attack
EMCON ...................................... emission control

ES.................................electronic warfare support
EW ............................................electronic warfare
FAC..................................... forward air controller
FAC(A) .............. forward air controller (airborne)
FARP ............ forward arming and refueling point
FEBA ....................forward edge of the battle area
FFCC..................... force fires coordination center
FOB...................................forward operating base
FSCC................... fire support coordination center
FSSG..........................force service support group
GCE .................................ground combat element
HA................................... humanitarian assistance
HARM .............. high-speed anti-radiation missile
HCS...................... helicopter coordination section
HDC.............................helicopter direction center
HERS ..............................helicopter expeditionary

refueling system
HMM .......... Marine medium helicopter squadron
HR............................................. helicopter request
HST..................................helicopter support team
IPB ......intelligence preparation of the battlespace
JATF .......................... joint amphibious task force
JCS........................................ Joint Chiefs of Staff
JFC.................................... joint force commander
JTAR....................... joint tactical airstrike request
JTF .................................................joint task force
KC-130.............. aerial refueling/transport aircraft

(Hercules)
LAAD .............................. low altitude air defense
LCAC..............................landing craft air cushion
LOC ................................. line of communications
LST ...................................... landing support team
LZ...................................................... landing zone
MACCS ............Marine air command and control

system
MACG ........................... Marine air control group
MAGTF ...................Marine air-ground task force
MASS....................... Marine air support squadron
MBA ............................................ main battle area
MCCP ................. Marine Corps Capabilities Plan
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MCO ......................................Marine Corps order
MCWP ......Marine Corps warfighting publication
MEDEVAC.............................medical evacuation
MEF ...........................Marine expeditionary force
METT-T......mission, enemy, terrain and weather,

troops and support available-
time available

MEU.............................Marine expeditionary unit
MEU(SOC) ..................Marine expeditionary unit

(special operations capable)
MOOTW......... military operations other than war
MRC................................ medical regulating code
NATOPS......... Naval Air Training and Operating

Procedures Standardization
NEO ............. noncombatant evacuation operation
NSFS.............................naval surface fire support
NVD........................................ night vision device
NWP..............................naval warfare publication
OAS ..................................... offensive air support
OMFTS .......... operational maneuver from the sea
OPSEC .................................... operations security
PROVMAG ............ provisional Marine air group
PZ....................................................... pickup zone
RAO ............................ rear area operations center
RAS............................................ rear area security

RGR ...................................rapid ground refueling
ROE ...................................... rules of engagement
SAAWC........... sector antiair warfare coordinator
SAM.....................................surface-to-air missile
SAR........................................... search and rescue
SAW....................................surface-to-air weapon
SBF .................................. support by fire position
SEAD..............suppression of enemy air defenses
SOC..............................special operations capable
SOF ................................ special operations forces
TAC(A)............ tactical air coordinator (airborne)
TACC (Marine)....... tactical  air  command center
TACC (Navy) ................tactical air control center
TACP .............................. tactical air control party
TADC.......................... tactical air direction center
TAOC....................... tactical air operations center
TAR ......................................... tactical air request
TRAP .................. tactical recovery of aircraft and

personnel
TTP ................ tactics, techniques, and procedures
UAV................................unmanned aerial vehicle
UH-1 .............. assault utility helicopter (Iroquois,

commonly called Huey)
U.S. .................................................. United States
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Section II. Definitions

A

air defense—All defensive measures designed to
destroy attacking enemy aircraft or missiles in the
Earth’s envelope of atmosphere, or to nullify or
reduce the effectiveness of such attack. (Joint Pub
1-02)

air interdiction—Air operations conducted to de-
stroy, neutralize, or delay the enemy’s military
potential before it can be brought to bear effec-
tively against friendly forces at such distance
from friendly forces that detailed integration of
each air mission with the fire and movement of
friendly forces is not required. (Joint Pub 1-02)

air reconnaissance—The acquisition of intelli-
gence information by employing visual observa-
tion and/or sensors in air vehicles. (Joint Pub 1-
02)

air superiority—That degree of dominance in
the air battle of one force over another which per-
mits the conduct of operations by the former and
its related land, sea and air forces at a given time
and place without prohibitive interference by the
opposing force. (Joint Pub 1-02)

air threat levels—The conditions which relate to
the enemy’s air defense capability against air-
borne friendly aircraft. There are three levels of
air threat:

a.  low—An air threat environment which permits
combat operations and support to proceed
without prohibitive interference. Associated
tactics and techniques do not normally require
extraordinary measures for preplanned or im-
mediate support.

b.  medium—An air threat environment in which
the specific aircraft performance and weapons
system capability allow acceptable exposure
time to enemy air defenses. This air threat
environment restricts the flexibility of tactics
in the immediate target/objective area. It is an
environment in which the enemy may have
limited radar and/or electro-optical acquisition
capability at medium ranges, but the air

defense system is not supported by fully inte-
grated fire control systems.

c.  high—An air threat environment created by an
opposing force possessing air defense combat
power including integrated fire control sys-
tems and electronic warfare capabilities which
would seriously diminish the ability of friend-
ly forces to provide necessary air support.
This air threat environment might preclude
missions such as immediate close air support,
as the requirement for effective radio commu-
nications and coordination may not be possi-
ble. (MCRP 5-12C)

antiair warfare—A US Navy/US Marine Corps
term used to indicate that action required to de-
stroy or reduce to an acceptable level the enemy
air and missile threat. It includes such measures as
the use of interceptors, bombers, antiaircraft guns,
surface-to-air and air-to-air missiles, electronic at-
tack, and destruction of the air or missile threat
both before and after it is launched. Other mea-
sures which are taken to minimize the effects of
hostile air action are cover, concealment, disper-
sion, deception (including electronic), and mobili-
ty. (Joint Pub 1-02)

armed reconnaissance—A mission with the pri-
mary purpose of locating and attacking targets of
opportunity, i.e., enemy materiel, personnel, and
facilities, in assigned general areas or along as-
signed ground communications routes, and not for
the purpose of attacking specific briefed targets.
(Joint Pub 1-02)

assault support—The use of aircraft to provide
tactical mobility and logistic support for the
MAGTF, the movement of high priority cargo
and personnel within the immediate area of opera-
tions, in-flight refueling, and the evacuation of
personnel and cargo. (MCRP 5-12C)

assault support coordinator (airborne)—An
aviator who coordinates, from an aircraft, the
movement of aviation assets during assault sup-
port operations. Also called ASC(A). Formerly
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referred to as helicopter coordinator (airborne) or
HC(A). (MCRP 5-12C). 

C

close air support—Air action by fixed and rota-
ry-wing aircraft against hostile targets which are
in close proximity to friendly forces and which re-
quire detailed integration of each air mission with
the fire and movement of those forces. Also called
CAS. (Joint Pub 1-02)

combined arms—The full integration of combat
arms in such a way that to counteract one, the en-
emy must become more vulnerable to another.
(MCRP 5-12C)

communications intelligence—See electronic
warfare.

concept of operations—A verbal or graphic
statement, in broad outline, of a commander’s as-
sumptions or intent in regard to an operation or
series of operations. The concept of operations
frequently is embodied in campaign plans and op-
eration plans; in the latter case, particularly when
the plans cover a series of connected operations to
be carried out simultaneously or in succession.
The concept is designed to give an overall picture
of the operation. It is included primarily for addi-
tional clarity of purpose. Also called command-
er’s concept. (Joint Pub 1-02)

counterinsurgency—Those military, paramili-
tary, political, economic, psychological, and civic
actions taken by a government to defeat insurgen-
cy. (Joint Pub 1-02)

D

deception—Those measures designed to mislead
the enemy by manipulation, distortion, or falsifi-
cation of evidence to induce him to react in a
manner prejudicial to his interests. (Joint Pub 1-
02)

deep air support—Air action against enemy tar-
gets at such a distance from friendly forces that
detailed integration of each mission with fire and
movement of friendly forces is not required. Deep

air support missions are flown on either side of
the fire support coordination line; the lack of a re-
quirement for close coordination with the fire and
movement of friendly forces is the qualifying fac-
tor. (MCRP 5-12C)

demonstration—An attack or show of force on a
front where a decision is not sought, made with
the aim of deceiving the enemy. (Joint Pub 1-02)

direct air support center—The principal air
control agency of the US Marine air command
and control system responsible for the direction
and control of air operations directly supporting
the ground combat element. It processes and coor-
dinates requests for immediate air support and co-
ordinates air missions requiring integration with
ground forces and other supporting arms. It nor-
mally collocates with the senior fire support coor-
dination center within the ground combat element
and is subordinate to the tactical air command
center. Also called DASC. (Joint Pub 1-02)

direct support—A mission requiring a force to
support another specific force and authorizing it
to answer directly the supported force’s request
for assistance. (Joint Pub 1-02)

E

electronic warfare—Any military action involv-
ing the use of electromagnetic and directed ener-
gy to control the electro-magnetic spectrum or to
attack the enemy. Also called EW. The three ma-
jor subdivisions within electronic warfare are:
electronic attack, electronic protection, and elec-
tronic warfare support.

a.  electronic attack—That division of   electron-
ic warfare involving the use of electromagnet-
ic, directed energy, or antiradiation weapons
to attack personnel, facilities, or equipment
with the intent of degrading, neutralizing, or
destroying enemy combat capability. Also
called EA. EA includes: 1) actions taken to
prevent or reduce an enemy’s effective use of
the electromagnetic spectrum, such as jam-
ming and electromagnetic deception, and 2)
employment of weapons that use either elec-
tromagnetic or directed energy as their prima-
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ry destructive mechanism (lasers, radio
frequency weapons, particle beams), or antira-
diation weapons.

b.  electronic protection—That division of elec-
tronic warfare involving actions taken to pro-
tect personnel, facilities, and equipment from
any effects of friendly or enemy employment
of electronic warfare that degrade, neutralize,
or destroy friendly combat capability. Also
called EP.

c.  electronic warfare support—That division of
electronic warfare involving actions tasked
by, or under direct control of, an operational
commander to search for, intercept, identify,
and locate sources of intentional and uninten-
tional radiated electromagnetic energy for the
purpose of immediate threat recognition.
Thus, electronic warfare support provides in-
formation required for immediate decisions
involving electronic warfare operations and
other tactical actions such as threat avoidance,
targeting, and homing. Also called ES. Elec-
tronic warfare support data can be used to pro-
duce signals intelligence (SIGINT), both
communications intelligence (COMINT), and
electronic intelligence (ELINT). (Joint Pub 1-
02)

F

feint—A limited-objective attack involving con-
tact with the enemy, varying in size from a raid to
a supporting attack. Feints are used to cause the
enemy to react in three predictable ways: to em-
ploy reserves improperly, to shift supporting fires,
or to reveal defensive fires. (MCRP 5-12C)

final protective fire—An immediately available
prearranged barrier of fire designed to impede en-
emy movement across defensive lines or areas.
(Joint Pub 1-02)

fire support—In Marine Corps usage, assistance
to elements of the Marine air-ground task force
engaged with the enemy rendered by other firing
units, including (but not limited to) artillery, mor-
tars, naval surface fire support, and offensive air
support. (MCRP 5-12C)

fire support coordination center—A single lo-
cation in which are centralized communications
facilities and personnel incident to the coordina-
tion of all forms of fire support. (Joint Pub 1-02)

fire support coordination line—A fire support
coordination measure that is established and ad-
justed by appropriate land or amphibious force
commanders within their boundaries in consulta-
tion with superior, subordinate, supporting, and
affected commanders. Fire support coordination
lines (FSCLs) facilitate the expeditious attack of
surface targets of opportunity beyond the coordi-
nating measure. An FSCL does not divide an area
of operations by defining a boundary between
close and deep operations or a zone for close air
support. The FSCL applies to all fires of air, land,
and sea-based weapon systems using any type of
ammunition. Forces attacking targets beyond an
FSCL must inform all affected commanders in
sufficient time to allow necessary reaction to
avoid fratricide. Supporting elements attacking
targets beyond the FSCL must ensure that the at-
tack will not produce adverse effects on, or to the
rear of, the line. Short of an FSCL, all air-to-
ground and surface-to-surface attack operations
are controlled by the appropriate land or amphibi-
ous force commander. The FSCL should follow
well defined terrain features. Coordination of at-
tacks beyond the FSCL is especially critical to
commanders of air, land, and special operations
forces. In exceptional circumstances, the inability
to conduct this coordination will not preclude the
attack of targets beyond the FSCL. However, fail-
ure to do so may increase the risk of fratricide and
could waste limited resources. Also called FSCL.
(Joint Pub 1-02)

forward air controller—An officer (aviator/pi-
lot) member of the tactical air control party who,
from a forward ground or airborne position, con-
trols aircraft in close air support of ground troops.
(Joint Pub 1-02)

forward air controller (airborne)—A specifi-
cally trained and qualified aviation officer who
exercises control from the air of aircraft engaged
in close air support of ground troops. The forward
air controller (airborne) is normally an airborne
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extension of the tactical air control party. Also
called FAC(A). (Joint Pub 1-02)

forward arming and refueling point—A tempo-
rary facility, organized, equipped, and deployed
by an aviation commander, and normally located
in the main battle area closer to the area of opera-
tion than the aviation unit’s combat service area,
to provide fuel and ammunition necessary for the
employment of aviation maneuver units in com-
bat. The forward arming and refueling point per-
mits combat aircraft to rapidly refuel and rearm
simultaneously. Also called FARP. (Joint Pub 1-
02)

forward looking infrared—An airborne, electro-
optical thermal imaging device that detects far-
infrared energy, converts the energy into an elec-
tronic signal, and provides a visible image for day
or night viewing. Also called FLIR. (Joint Pub 1-
02)

forward operating base—An airfield used to
support tactical operations without establishing
full support facilities. The base may be used for
an extended time period. Support by a main oper-
ating base will be required to provide backup sup-
port for a forward operating base. Also called
FOB. (Joint Pub 1-02)

G

general support—That support which is given to
the supported force as a whole and not to any par-
ticular subdivision thereof. (Joint Pub 1-02)

H

helicopter support team—A task organization
formed and equipped for employment in a landing
zone to facilitate the landing and movement of he-
licopterborne troops, equipment and supplies, and
to evacuate selected casualties and enemy prison-
ers of war. (Joint Pub 1-02). Within the Marine
Corps, helicopter support teams are sourced from
the FSSG, specifically from the Landing Support
Company of the Support Battalion. Also called
HST.

I

immediate air support—Air support to meet
specific requests which arise during the course of
a battle and which by their nature cannot be
planned in advance. (Joint Pub 1-02)

M

maneuver warfare—A warfighting philosophy
that seeks to shatter the enemy’s cohesion through
a variety of rapid, focused, and unexpected ac-
tions which create a turbulent and rapidly deterio-
rating situation with which the enemy cannot
cope. (MCRP 5-12C)

Marine air command and control system—A
system which provides the aviation combat
element commander with the means to command,
coordinate, and control all air operations within
an assigned sector and to coordinate air opera-
tions with other Services. It is composed of
command and control agencies with communica-
tions-electronics equipment that incorporates a
capability from manual through semiautomatic
control. Also called MACCS. (Joint Pub 1-02)

Marine air-ground task force—The Marine
Corps principal organization for all missions
across the range of military operations, composed
of forces task-organized under a single command-
er capable of responding rapidly to a contingency
anywhere in the world. The types of forces in the
MAGTF are functionally grouped into four core
elements: a command element, an aviation
combat element, a ground combat element, and a
combat service support element. The four core
elements are categories of forces, not formal
commands. The basic structure of the Marine air-
ground task force never varies, though the
number, size, and type of Marine Corps units
comprising each of its four elements will always
be mission dependent. The flexibility of the orga-
nizational structure allows for one or more subor-
dinate MAGTFs, other Service and/or foreign
military forces, to be assigned or attached. Also
called MAGTF .  See also aviation combat
element; combat service support element;
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command element; ground combat element;
Marine expeditionary force; Marine expeditionary
force (Forward); Marine expeditionary unit;
special purpose Marine air-ground task force.
command element—The core element of a
Marine air-ground task force that is the headquar-
ters. The command element is composed of the
commander, general or executive and special staff
sections, headquarters section, and requisite
communications support, intelligence and recon-
naissance forces, necessary to accomplish the
MAGTF’s mission. The command element
provides command and control, intelligence, and
other support essential for effective planning and
execution of operations by the other elements of
the Marine air-ground task force. The command
element varies in size and composition and may
contain other Service or foreign military forces
assigned or attached to the MAGTF. Also called
CE. See also aviation combat element; combat
service support element; ground combat element;
Marine air-ground task force; Marine expedition-
ary force; Marine expeditionary force (Forward);
Marine expeditionary unit; special purpose
Marine air-ground task force. aviation combat
element—The core element of a Marine air-
ground task force that is task-organized to
conduct aviation operations. The aviation combat
element provides all or a portion of the six func-
tions of Marine aviation necessary to accomplish
the Marine air-ground task force’s mission. These
functions are antiair warfare, offensive air
support, assault support, electronic warfare, air
reconnaissance, and control of aircraft and
missiles. The aviation combat element is usually
composed of an aviation unit headquarters and
various other aviation units or their detachments.
It can vary in size from a small aviation detach-
ment of specifically required aircraft to one or
more Marine aircraft wings. The aviation combat
element may contain other Service or foreign
military forces assigned or attached to the Marine
air-ground task force. The aviation combat
element itself is not a formal command. Also
called ACE. See also combat service support
element; command element; ground combat
element; Marine air-ground task force; Marine
expeditionary force; Marine expeditionary force
(Forward); Marine expeditionary unit; special
purpose Marine air-ground task force. ground

combat element—The core element of a Marine
air-ground task force that is task-organized to
conduct ground operations. It is usually construct-
ed around an infantry organization but can vary in
size from a small ground unit of any type, to one
or more Marine divisions that can be indepen-
dently maneuvered under the direction of the
MAGTF commander. It includes appropriate
ground combat and combat support forces and
may contain other Service or foreign military
forces assigned or attached to the Marine air-
ground task force. The ground combat element
itself is not a formal command. Also called GCE.
See also aviation combat element; combat service
support element; command element; Marine air-
ground task force; Marine expeditionary force;
Marine expeditionary force (Forward); Marine
expeditionary unit; special purpose Marine air-
ground task force. combat service support
element—The core element of a Marine air-
ground task force that is task-organized to provide
the combat service support necessary to accom-
plish the Marine air-ground task force mission.
The combat service support element varies in size
from a small detachment to one or more force
service support groups. It provides supply, main-
tenance, transportation, general engineering,
health services, and a variety of other services to
the Marine air-ground task force. It may also
contain other Service or foreign military forces
assigned or attached to the MAGTF. The combat
service support element itself is not a formal
command. Also called CSSE. See also aviation
combat element; command element; ground
combat element; Marine air-ground task force;
Marine expeditionary force; Marine expeditionary
force (Forward); Marine expeditionary unit;
special purpose Marine air-ground task force.
special purpose Marine air-ground task
force—A Marine air-ground task force organized,
trained and equipped with narrowly focused capa-
bilities. It is designed to accomplish a specific
mission, often of limited scope and duration. It
may be any size, but normally it is a relatively
small force—the size of a Marine expeditionary
unit or smaller. It may contain other Service or
foreign military forces assigned or attached to the
Marine air-ground task force. Also called
SPMAGTF. See also aviation combat element;
combat service support element; command
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element; ground combat element; Marine air-
ground task force; Marine expeditionary force;
Marine expeditionary force (Forward); Marine
expeditionary unit. Marine expeditionary unit—
A Marine air-ground task force that is constructed
around an infantry battalion reinforced, a helicop-
ter squadron reinforced, and a task-organized
combat service support element. It normally
fulfills Marine Corps forward sea-based deploy-
ment requirements. The Marine expeditionary
unit provides an immediate reaction capability for
crisis response and is capable of limited combat
operations. It may contain other Service or
foreign military forces assigned or attached. Also
called MEU. See also aviation combat element;
combat service support element; command
element; ground combat element; Marine air-
ground task force; Marine expeditionary force;
Marine expeditionary force (Forward); Marine
expeditionary unit (special operations capable);
special purpose Marine air-ground task force.
Marine expeditionary unit (special operations
capable)— The Marine Corps standard, forward-
deployed, sea-based expeditionary organization.
The MEU(SOC) is a MEU, augmented with
selected personnel and equipment, that is trained
and equipped with an enhanced capability to
conduct amphibious operations and a variety of
specialized missions of limited scope and dura-
tion. These missions include specialized demoli-
tion, clandestine reconnaissance and surveillance,
raids, in-extremis hostage recovery, and enabling
operations for follow-on forces. The Marine expe-
ditionary unit (special operations capable) is not a
special operations force but, when directed by the
National Command Authorities, the combatant
commander in chief, and/or other operational
commander, may conduct limited special opera-
tions in extremis, when other forces are inappro-
priate or unavailable. It may also contain other
Service or foreign military forces assigned or
attached to the Marine air-ground task force. Also
called MEU (SOC). See also aviation combat
element; combat service support element;
command element; ground combat element;
Marine air-ground task force; Marine expedition-
ary force; Marine expeditionary force (Forward);
Marine expeditionary unit; special purpose
Marine air-ground task force. Marine expedi-
tionary force—The largest Marine air-ground

task force and the Marine Corps principal warf-
ighting organization, particularly for larger crises
or contingencies. It is task-organized around a
permanent command element and normally
contains one or more Marine divisions, Marine
aircraft wings, and Marine force service support
groups. The Marine expeditionary force is capa-
ble of missions across the range of military opera-
tions, including amphibious assault and sustained
operations ashore in any environment. It can oper-
ate from a sea base, a land base, or both. It may
also contain other Service or foreign military
forces assigned or attached to the MAGTF. Also
called MEF. See also aviation combat element;
combat service support element; command
element; ground combat element; Marine air-
ground task force; Marine expeditionary force
(Forward); Marine expeditionary unit; special
purpose Marine air-ground task force. Marine
expeditionary force (Forward)—A designated
lead echelon of a Marine expeditionary force,
task-organized to meet the requirements of a
specific situation. A Marine expeditionary force
(Forward) varies in size and composition, and
may be commanded by the Marine expeditionary
force commander personally or by another desig-
nated commander. It may be tasked with prepar-
ing for the subsequent arrival of the rest of the
MEF/joint/combined forces, and/or the conduct of
other specified tasks, at the discretion of the MEF
commander. A Marine expeditionary force
(Forward) may also be a stand-alone MAGTF,
task-organized for a mission in which a MEF is
not required. It may also contain other Service or
foreign military forces assigned or attached to the
Marine air-ground task force. Also called MEF
(Forward). See also aviation combat element;
combat service support element; command
element; ground combat element; Marine air-
ground task force; Marine expeditionary force;
Marine expeditionary unit; Marine expeditionary
unit (special operations capable); special purpose
Marine air-ground task force. air contingency
MAGTF—An on-call, combat-ready MAGTF
that deploys by airlift. Air contingency MAGTFs
vary in size based on mission requirements and
the availability of airlift. Because they deploy by
air, they generally have a limited organic logistic
capability, and require an arrival airfield. Air
contingency MAGTFs usually are activated to
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respond to developing crises, and may deploy
independently or in conjunction with other expe-
ditionary forces. Also called ACM. See also avia-
tion combat element; combat service support
element; ground combat element; Marine air-
ground task force; Marine expeditionary force;
Marine expeditionary force (Forward); Marine
expeditionary unit; special purpose Marine air-
ground task force; task force. (Proposed change to
Joint Pub 1-02)

O

offensive air support—Those air operations con-
ducted against enemy installations, facilities, and
personnel to directly assist the attainment of
MAGTF objectives by the destruction of enemy
resources or the isolation of the enemy’s military
forces. Also called OAS. (MCRP 5-12C)

operations security—A process of identifying
critical information and subsequently analyzing
friendly actions attendant to military operations
and other activities to:

a.  Identify those actions that can be observed by
adversary intelligence systems.

b. Determine indicators hostile intelligence sys-
tems might obtain that could be interpreted or
pieced together to derive critical information
in time to be useful to adversaries.

c.  Select and execute measures that eliminate or
reduce to an acceptable level the vulnerabili-
ties of friendly actions to adversary exploita-
tion. Also called OPSEC. (Joint Pub 1-02)

P

preplanned air support—Air support in accor-
dance with a program, planned in advance of op-
erations. (Joint Pub 1-02)

R

raid—An operation, usually small scale, involv-
ing a swift penetration of hostile territory to se-
cure information, confuse the enemy, or to
destroy installations. It ends with a planned with-

drawal upon completion of the assigned mission.
(Joint Pub 1-02)

rear area operations center/rear tactical opera-
tions center—A command and control facility
that serves as an area/subarea commander’s plan-
ning, coordinating, monitoring, advising, and di-
recting agency for area security operations. (Joint
Pub 1-02)

rear area security—The measures taken before,
during, and/or after an enemy airborne attack,
sabotage action, infiltration, guerrilla action, and/
or initiation of psychological or propaganda war-
fare to minimize the effects thereof. (MCRP 5-
12C)

rules of engagement—Directives issued by com-
petent military authority which delineate the cir-
cumstances and limitations under which United
States forces will initiate and/or continue combat
engagement with other forces encountered. Also
called ROE. (Joint Pub 1-02)

S

special operations—Operations conducted by
specially organized, trained, and equipped mili-
tary and paramilitary forces to achieve military,
political, economic, or informational objectives
by unconventional military means in hostile, de-
nied, or politically sensitive areas. These opera-
tions are conducted across the full range of
military operations, independently or in coordina-
tion with operations of conventional, nonspecial
operations forces. Political-military consider-
ations frequently shape special operations, requir-
ing clandest ine,  covert ,  or  low visibi l i ty
techniques and oversight at the national level.
Special operations differ from conventional oper-
ations in degree of physical and political risk, op-
erational techniques, mode of employment,
independence from friendly support, and depen-
dence on detailed operational intelligence and in-
digenous assets. Also called SO. (Joint Pub 1-02)

suppression of enemy air defenses—That activi-
ty which neutralizes, destroys, or temporarily de-
grades surface-based enemy air defenses by
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destructive and/or disruptive means. Also called
SEAD. (Joint Pub 1-02)

surface-to-air weapon—A surface-launched
weapon for use against airborne targets. Future
developments in air defense systems may lead to
the employment of weapons other than missiles.
Examples include rockets, directed-energy weap-
ons, and air defense guns. (Joint Pub 1-02)

T

tactical air command center—The principal US
Marine Corps air command and control agency
from which air operations and air defense warn-
ing functions are directed. It is the senior agency
of the U. S. Marine air command and control sys-
tem which serves as the operational command
post of the aviation combat element commander.
It provides the facility from which the aviation
combat element commander and his battle staff
plan, supervise, coordinate, and execute all cur-
rent and future air operations in support of the
Marine air-ground task force. The tactical air
command center can provide integration, coordi-
nation, and direction of joint and combined air op-
erations. Also called Marine TACC. (Joint Pub
1-02)

tactical air control center—The principal air op-
erations installation (ship-based) from which all
aircraft and air warning functions of tactical air
operations are controlled. Also called Navy
TACC. (Joint Pub 1-02)

tactical air control party—A subordinate opera-
tional component of a tactical air control system
designed to provide air liaison to land forces and
for the control of aircraft. (Joint Pub 1-02)

tactical air coordinator (airborne)—An officer
who coordinates, from an aircraft, the action of
combat aircraft engaged in close support of
ground or sea forces. (Joint Pub 1-02)

tactical air direction center—An air operations
installation under the overall control of the tacti-
cal air control center (afloat)/tactical air command

center, from which aircraft and air warning
service functions of tactical air operations in an
area of responsibility are directed. (Joint Pub 1-
02)

tactical air operation—An air operation involv-
ing the employment of air power in coordination
with ground or naval forces to: 

a. gain and maintain air superiority; 

b. prevent movement of enemy forces into and
within the objective area and to seek out and
destroy these forces and their supporting in-
stallations; 

c. join with ground or naval forces in opera-
tions within the objective area, in order to as-
sist directly in attainment of their immediate
objective. (Joint Pub 1-02)

tactical air operations center—The principal air
control agency of the US Marine air command
and control system responsible for airspace con-
trol and management. It provides real time sur-
veillance, direction, positive control,  and
navigational assistance for friendly aircraft. It per-
forms real time direction and control of all antiair
warfare operations, to include manned intercep-
tors and surface-to-air weapons. It is subordinate
to the tactical air command center. Also called
TAOC. (Joint Pub 1-02)

tactical recovery of aircraft and personnel—A
mission performed by an assigned and briefed air-
crew for the specific purpose of the recovery of
personnel, equipment, and/or aircraft when the
tactical situation precludes search and rescue
(SAR) assets from responding and when survi-
vors and their location have been confirmed. Also
called TRAP. (MCRP 5-12C)

time on station—The time that an aircraft can ac-
tually spend performing its assigned mission. It
does not include the time transiting to and from
the operating site. Also called TOS. (MCRP 5-
12C)


