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FOREWORD

Deep air support (DAS) was first attempted during the closing
weeks of World War I when the U.S. Marine Corps Northern
Bombing Group dropped 14 tons of bombs behind enemy lines in
1918. During World War II, offensive air support came into its own
as DAS was used extensively in the bombing of enemy air and
naval bases. The adoption of “smart bombs” and laser guided
weapons such as those utilized during Operation Desert Fox have
provided the Marine air-ground task force (MAGTF) with
extended operational reach and flexibility and expands its warfight-
ing capability. The MAGTF commander utilizes DAS range, speed,
lethality, precision, and ability to focus the convergence of effects
in time and space on the desired objective.

Marine Corps Warfighting Publication (MCWP) 3-23.2, Deep Air
Support, addresses basic DAS tactics, techniques, and procedures.
MCWP 3-23.2 complements and expands on the information in
MCWP 3-23, Offensive Air Support, by focusing on the details of
DAS employment in MAGTF operations. Intended for MAGTF
commanders, naval commanders, joint force commanders, and
their staffs, MCWP 3-23.2 highlights DAS—

l Fundamentals.

l Command, control, and communications.

l Planning.

l Execution.



MCWP 3-23.2 provides the requisite information needed by com-
manders and staffs to understand DAS employment. Additionally,
MCWP 3-23.2 offers standard procedures and terminology used
by pilots of fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft in air operations to
focus their effects not only on the decisive location but also at the
decisive moment in support of the MAGTF concept of operations.

This publication supersedes Fleet Marine Force Manual (FMFM)
5-42, Deep Air Support.

Recommendations for improving this publication are invited
from commands as well as directly from individuals.
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