
Appendix B

Glossary

Section I. Acronyms and Abbreviations

AADC .......................area air defense commander
AAW.............................................. antiair warfare
ACA ..............................airspace control authority
ACE ............................... aviation combat element
ACP...................................... airspace control plan
ADCON ............................. administrative control
AIMD.................................... aircraft intermediate

maintenance department
ALD ............................. aviation logistics division
AOC ...............................airfield operations center
ARG ................................amphibious ready group
ASC(A) ..........................................assault support

coordinator (airborne)
ASE.........................................air support element
ATARS ........................advanced tactical airborne

reconnaissance system
ATC ........................................... air traffic control
ATF.................................... amphibious task force
ATO ............................................ air tasking order

BDA ............................. battle damage assessment

CAC2S ............ Common Aviation Command and
Control System

CAS............................................. close air support
CE ............................................ command element
COA ............................................. course of action
COC .............................. combat operations center
CONUS......................... continental United States
CSAR ............................combat search and rescue
CSP .........................contingency support package
CSS .................................. combat service support
CSSE...................combat service support element
CTAPS .............. Contingency Theater Automated

Planning System
CVBG .....................................carrier battle group

DAS .............................................deep air support
DASC.............................. direct air support center
DCA ...................................... defensive counterair

EA ............................................... electronic attack
EAF..................................... expeditionary airfield
EP..........................................electronic protection
ES.................................electronic warfare support
EW ............................................electronic warfare
EW/C .................................. early warning/control 

FAC..................................... forward air controller
FAC(A) .............. forward air controller (airborne)
FARP ............ forward arming and refueling point
FFCC..................... force fires coordination center
FIE .................................................. fly-in echelon
FISP ...................................fly-in support package
FMF ....................................... .Fleet Marine Force
FOB...................................forward operating base
FOSP...........................follow-on support package
FRAGO.....................................fragmentary order
FREST ...................................... Fleet replacement

enlisted student training
FSCC................... fire support coordination center
FSSG..........................force service support group

GCE .................................ground combat element

HMH ...............Marine heavy helicopter squadron
HMLA..................................... Marine light/attack

helicopter squadron
HMM .......... Marine medium helicopter squadron
HST..................................helicopter support team

JAOC ............................joint air operations center
JCSAR ................. joint combat search and rescue
JFACC ............................................. joint force air

component commander
JFC .................................... joint force commander
JFLCC........................................... joint force land

component commander
JFMCC................ joint force maritime component

commander
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JP................................................. joint publication
JSTARS ............... joint surveillance, target attack

radar system
JTF .................................................joint task force

LAAD ..............................low-altitude air defense
LAN ......................................... local area network
LHA ......................... general purpose amphibious

assault ship
LHD ..............................multipurpose amphibious

assault ship (with internal dock)

MACCS ...............................Marine air command
and control system

MACG ........................... Marine air control group
MACS .......................Marine air control squadron
MAG ................................... Marine aircraft group
MAGTF .................. Marine air-ground task force
MAG VF/VA .............................fixed-wing MAG
MAG VH ................................. rotary-wing MAG
MALS ............ Marine aviation logistics squadron
MALSP .........................Marine Aviation Logistic

Support Program
MASS....................... Marine air support squadron
MATCD ..... Marine air traffic control detachment
MAW ................................... Marine aircraft wing
MCDP ........... Marine Corps doctrinal publication
MCPP..................Marine Corps Planning Process
MCRP ...........Marine Corps reference publication
MCWP ......Marine Corps warfighting publication
MEF ...........................Marine expeditionary force
METT-T.................... mission, enemy, terrain and

 weather, troops and support
 available—time available

MEU.............................Marine expeditionary unit
MEU(SOC) Marine expeditionary unit

(special operations capable)
MOOTW......... military operations other than war
MPF .......................maritime prepositioning force
MPS .......................maritime prepositioning ships
MTACS.................................... Marine tactical air

command squadron
MWCS ..............................................Marine wing

communications squadron
MWHS ..............................................Marine wing

headquarters squadron
MWSG .......................Marine wing support group
MWSS.................. Marine wing support squadron

NATO ........... North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NDP .............................naval doctrine publication
NEO ..............noncombatant evacuation operation
NGF ................................................. naval gunfire
OAAW ........................... offensive antiair warfare
OAS ..................................... offensive air support
OCA.......................................offensive counterair
OMFTS .......... operational maneuver from the sea
OPCON................................... operational control
OPLAN ...........................................operation plan
PDE&A..................planning, decision, execution,

 and assessment

SAAWC ........... sector antiair warfare coordinator
SAM.....................................surface-to-air missile
SEAD..............suppression of enemy air defenses
SPMAGTF.....................special purpose MAGTF
STOM ........................ship-to-objective maneuver

TAC(A)............ tactical air coordinator (airborne)
TACC........................ tactical air command center
TACON..........................................tactical control
TACP .............................. tactical air control party
TAOC....................... tactical air operations center
TAVB.....................aviation logistics support ship
TBMCS...........................................Theater Battle

 Management Core System
TOC ...............................tactical operations center

UAV................................unmanned aerial vehicle
UNAAF..................Unified Action Armed Forces

VMA ................................Marine attack squadron
VMAQ ..........................Marine tactical electronic

warfare squadron
VMAT................ Marine attack training squadron
VMFA.... ..............Marine fighter/attack squadron
VMFA(AW).........................Marine fighter/attack

(all weather) squadron
VMFAT ................................Marine figher/attack

training squadron
VMGR ................................Marine aerial refueler

transport  squadron
VMGRT...............Marine aerial refueler transport

training squadron
VMM .............Marine medium tilt-rotor squadron
VMMT.......................... Marine medium tilt-rotor

training squadron
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VMO-6.................. Marine Observation Squadron
(Fixed-Wing)-6

VMU .............................. Marine unmanned aerial
vehicle squadron

V/STOL ........... vertical/short takeoff and landing

WAN........................................ wide area network

Section II. Definitions

aviation combat element—The core element of
a Marine air-ground task force that is task-orga-
nized to conduct aviation operations. The aviation
combat element provides all or a portion of the six
functions of Marine aviation necessary to accom-
plish the Marine air-ground task force’s mission.
These functions are antiair warfare, offensive air
support, assault support, electronic warfare, air re-
connaissance, and control of aircraft and missiles.
The aviation combat element is usually composed
of an aviation unit headquarters and various other
aviation units or their detachments. It can vary in
size from a small aviation detachment of specifi-
cally required aircraft to one or more Marine air-
craft wings. The aviation combat element may
contain other Service or foreign military forces
assigned or attached to the Marine air-ground task
force. The aviation combat element itself is not a
formal command. Also called ACE. (approved
for next edition of MCRP 5-12C)

air board—In Navy/Marine Corps operations, all
squadron flight schedules are consolidated with
the needs of the MAGTF/ship/ARG/CVBG at an
air board. The air board meets every day in the
SACC. It works on current and future plans for air
support. The results are published as the ship/
ARG/CVBG air plan. The air board also provides
the input for the joint ATO. (proposed definition
for MCRP 5-12C)

air superiority—That degree of dominance in
the air battle of one force over another which per-
mits the conduct of operations by the former and
its related land, sea and air forces at a given time
and place without prohibitive interference by the
opposing force. (JP 1-02)

air tasking cycle—The cyclical planning process
that Marine aviation planners use to plan air oper-
ations in support of the MAGTF mission and to
produce the MAGTF ATO or air plan. The six
phases of the MAGTF air tasking cycle are com-
mand aviation guidance, target/air support mis-
sion development, allocation and allotment,
tasking, force execution, and combat assessment.
(The parallel six-phase joint air tasking cycle is
described in JP 3-56.1.) (proposed definition for
MCRP 5-12C)

allocation (air)—The translation of the air appor-
tionment decision into total numbers of sorties by
aircraft type available for each operation or task.
(JP 1-02)

allotment—The temporary change of assignment
of tactical air forces between subordinate com-
mands. The authority to allot is vested in the com-
mander having combatant command (command
authority).

apportionment—In the general sense, distribu-
tion for planning of limited resources among
competing requirements. Specific apportionments
(e.g., air sorties and forces for planning) are de-
scribed as apportionment of air sorties and forces
for planning, etc. (JP 1-02) See also allocation
(air); apportionment (air). (JP 1-02)

apportionment (air)—The determination and as-
signment of the total expected air effort by per-
centage and/or by priority that should be devoted
to the various air operations and/or geographic ar-
eas for a given period of time. (JP 1-02)
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base defense zone—An air defense zone estab-
lished around an air base and limited to the en-
gagement envelope of short-range air defense
weapons systems defending that base. Base de-
fense zones have specific entry, exit, and identi-
fication, friend or foe procedures established. (JP
1-02)

battlespace—All aspects of air, surface, subsur-
face, land, space, and electromagnetic spectrum
which encompass the area of influence and area
of interest. (MCRP 5-12C)

battlespace dominance—The degree of control
over the dimensions of the battlespace which en-
sures friendly freedom of action and denies ene-
my  f r eedom o f  ac t i on .  I t  pe rmi t s  fo r ce
sustainment and application of power projection
to accomplish the full range of potential opera-
tional and tactical missions. It includes all actions
conducted against enemy capabilities to influence
future operations. (MCRP 5-12C)

carrier battle group—A standing naval task
group consisting of a battle group command and
control element organized and trained to com-
mand naval, joint and combined operations. It
consists of an aircraft carrier with embarked air
wing, surface combatants, submarines, and other
assigned forces with organic combat logistics, op-
erating as a cohesive, task-organized unit to
achieve battlespace dominance over designated
areas both ashore and afloat and to project power
ashore. Also called a CVBG. (Navy proposal for
revision of JP 1-02)

centers of gravity—Those characteristics, capa-
bilities, or localities from which a military force
derives its freedom of action, physical strength, or
will to fight. (JP 1-02)

close operations—Military actions conducted to
project power decisively against enemy forces
which pose an immediate or near term threat to
the success of current battles or engagements.
These military actions are conducted by commit-
ted forces and their readily available tactical re-
serves, using maneuver and combined arms.
(MCRP 5-12C)

coalition force—A force composed of military
elements of nations that have formed a temporary
alliance for some specific purpose. (JP 1-02)

combined arms—The full integration of combat
arms in such a way that to counteract one, the en-
emy must become more vulnerable to another.
(MCRP 5-12C)

critical vulnerability—An aspect of a center of
gravity that if exploited will do the most signifi-
cant damage to an adversary’s ability to resist. A
vulnerability cannot be critical unless it under-
mines a key strength. (MCRP 5-12C)

deep operations—Military actions conducted
against enemy capabilities which pose a potential
threat to friendly forces. These military actions
are designed to isolate, shape, and dominate the
battlespace and influence future operations.
(MCRP 5-12C)

flight ferry—The self-deployment of aircraft
from one station to another. Although conduct of
the movement is administrative in character, its
purpose may be operational. 

force sustainment—Capabilities, equipment, and
operations that ensure continuity, freedom of ac-
tion, logistic support, and command and control.
(MCRP 5-12C)

joint force—A general term applied to a force
composed of significant elements, assigned or at-
tached, of two or more Military Departments, op-
erating under a single commander authorized to
exercise operational control. (JP 1-02)

joint force air component commander—The
joint force air component commander derives au-
thority from the joint force commander who has
the authority to exercise operational control, as-
sign missions, direct coordination among subordi-
nate commanders, redirect and organize forces to
ensure unity of effort in the accomplishment of
the overall mission. The joint force commander
will normally designate a joint force air compo-
nent commander. The joint force air component
commander’s responsibilities will be assigned by
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the joint force commander (normally these would
include, but not be limited to, planning, coordina-
tion, allocation, and tasking based on the joint
force commander’s apportionment decision). Us-
ing the joint force commander’s guidance and au-
thority, and in coordination with other Service
component commanders and other assigned or
supporting commanders, the joint force air com-
ponent commander will recommend to the joint
force commander apportionment of air sorties to
various missions or geographic areas. Also called
JFACC. (JP 1-02)

main effort—The designated subordinate unit
whose mission at a given point in time is most
critical to overall mission success. It is usually
weighted with the preponderance of combat pow-
er and is directed against a center of gravity
through a critical vulnerability. (MCRP 5-12C)

maneuver warfare—A warfighting philosophy
that seeks to shatter the enemy’s cohesion through
a variety of rapid, focused, and unexpected ac-
tions which create a turbulent and rapidly deterio-
rating situation with which the enemy cannot
cope. (MCRP 5-12C)

Marine air-ground task force—The Marine
Corps principal organization for all missions
across the range of military operations, composed
of forces task-organized under a single command-
er capable of responding rapidly to a contingency
anywhere in the world. The types of forces in the
Marine air-ground task force (MAGTF) are func-
tionally grouped into four core elements: a com-
mand element, an aviation combat element, a
ground combat element, and a combat service
support element. The four core elements are cate-
gories of forces, not formal commands. The basic
structure of the Marine air-ground task force nev-
er varies, though the number, size, and type of
Marine Corps units comprising each of its four el-
ements will always be mission dependent. The
flexibility of the organizational structure allows
for one or more subordinate MAGTFs, other Ser-
vice and/or foreign military forces, to be assigned
or attached. Also called MAGTF. (approved for
next edition of MCRP 5-12C)

operational level of war—The level of war at
which campaigns and major operations are
planned, conducted, and sustained to accomplish
strategic objectives within theaters or areas of op-
erations. Activities at this level link tactics and
strategy by establishing operational objectives
needed to accomplish the strategic objectives, se-
quencing events to achieve the operational objec-
tives, initiating actions, and applying resources to
bring about and sustain these events. These activi-
ties imply a broader dimension of time or space
than do tactics; they ensure the logistic and ad-
ministrative support of tactical forces, and pro-
vide the means by which tactical successes are
exploited to achieve strategic objectives. (JP 1-
02)

power projection—The application of measured,
precise offensive military force at a chosen time
and place, using maneuver and combined arms
against enemy forces. (MCRP 5-12C)

rear operations—Military actions conducted to
support and permit force sustainment and to pro-
vide security for such actions. (MCRP 5-12C)

rules of engagement—Directives issued by com-
petent military authority which delineate the cir-
cumstances and limitations under which United
States forces will initiate and/or continue combat
engagement with other forces encountered. Also
called ROE. (JP 1-02)

sortie—In air operations, an operational flight by
one aircraft. (JP 1-02)

special purpose Marine air-ground task
force—A Marine air-ground task force organized,
trained and equipped with narrowly focused capa-
bilities. It is designed to accomplish a specific
mission, often of limited scope and duration. It
may be any size, but normally it is a relatively
small force—the size of a Marine expeditionary
unit or smaller. It may contain other Service or
foreign military forces assigned or attached to the
Marine air-ground task force. Also called
SPMAGTF.
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strategic level of war—The level of war at which
a nation, often as a member of a group of nations,
determines national or multinational (alliance or
coalition) security objectives and guidance, and
develops and uses national resources to accom-
plish these objectives. Activities at this level es-
tablish national and multinational military
objectives; sequence initiatives; define limits and
assess risks for the use of military and other in-
struments of national power; develop global plans
or theater war plans to achieve these objectives;

and provide military forces and other capabilities
in accordance with strategic plans. (JP 1-02)

tactical level of war—The level of war at which
battles and engagements are planned and executed
to accomplish military objectives assigned to tac-
tical units or task forces. Activities at this level fo-
cus on the ordered arrangement and maneuver of
combat elements in relation to each other and to
the enemy to achieve combat objectives. (JP 1-02)


