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ESSENTIAL FIRE SUPPORT TASK.  8 

A-1.  A task for fire support to accomplish that is required to support a combined arms operation. 9 
Failure to achieve a EFST may require the commander to alter his tactical or operational plan. A 10 
fully developed EFST has a task, purpose, method and effects. The task describes what targeting 11 
objective (delay, disrupt, limit or destroy) fires must achieve on an enemy formation’s function 12 
or capability. The purpose describes why the task contributes to maneuver. The method 13 
describes how the task will be accomplished by assigning responsibility to observers or units and 14 
delivery assets and providing amplifying information or restrictions. Typically the method is 15 
described by covering three categories: priority, allocation and restrictions. Effects quantify 16 
successful accomplishment of the task.  17 
 18 

ESSENTIAL FIELD ARTILLERY TASKS.  19 
A-2.  A task for the field artillery that must be accomplished to achieve an EFST. A fully 20 
developed EFAT has a task, purpose, method and effects. The task describes the effects of fires 21 
against a specific enemy formation (s) (effects of fires = suppress, neutralize, destroy, screen, or 22 
obscure). (Note: Fire FASCAM/SEAD are special cases.) The purpose is a summary of the task 23 
and purpose from the EFST. The method describes how the task will be accomplished by 24 
assigning responsibilities to the Field Artillery batteries, survey and BN TOC. Typically the 25 
method is described by covering three categories: priority, allocation and restrictions. Priority 26 
provides the batteries with POF and priority of survey. Allocations include movement triggers, 27 
routes, position areas, azimuths of fire, targets (priority and FPFs), and radar zones. Restrictions 28 
cover FSCMs and survivability movement criteria. Effects are a quantification of the FA task and 29 
positioning of FA units.  30 
 31 

CONCEPT OF FIRES.  32 
A-3.  The logical sequence of EFSTs that integrated with the scheme of maneuver will 33 
accomplish the mission and achieve the Commander’s Intent. Allocates in broad terms the fire 34 
support assets to achieve the EFSTs. The concept of fires is the basis of the fires paragraph. 35 
  36 

SCHEME OF FIRES.  37 
A-4.  The detailed, logical sequence of targets and fire support events to find and attack the high 38 
payoff targets. It details how we expect to execute the fire support plan in accordance with the 39 
time and space of the battlefield to accomplish the commander’s essential fire support tasks. The 40 
products of the FS annex: FSEM, target list/overlay and/or a modified target synch matrix 41 
articulate the scheme of fires. 42 
 43 

RISK ESTIMATE DISTANCES. 44 
A-5.  The distance in meters from the intended center of impact at which a specific degree of risk 45 
and vulnerability will not be exceeded. 46 


