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al-Qaeda Pamphlet
Captured near Samarra on 18 November 2007
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Diary of Abu Tariq
Self-proclaimed al-Qaeda “Emir of al-Layin and al-Mashahdah

Sector”
Captured south of Balad on 3 November 2007

“There were almost 600 
fighters in our Sector 

before the Tribes 
changed course … many 
of our fighters quit and 

some of them joined the 
deserters … as a result 
of that, the number of 
fighters dropped down 

to 20 or less.”

““There were almost 600 There were almost 600 
fighters in our Sector fighters in our Sector 
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of our fighters quit and of our fighters quit and 

some of them joined the some of them joined the 
deserters deserters …… as a result as a result 
of that, the number of of that, the number of 
fighters dropped down fighters dropped down 

to 20 or less.to 20 or less.””



5

al-Qaeda Emir Diary
Excerpt #2

Captured near Samarra on 18 November 2007

Battalion of Laylat al-Qadr Martyrs:  
“… the number of fighters in this 

Battalion was 200, all of them were 
very well equipped … but in the 
mean time there are few fighters 
left who are actually fighting and 

some were killed and some 
arrested, but the majority betrayed 
us and joined the Awakening … the 
number of fighters is now 10 only.”

Battalion of Laylat al-Qadr Martyrs:  
“… the number of fighters in this 

Battalion was 200, all of them were 
very well equipped … but in the 
mean time there are few fighters 
left who are actually fighting and 

some were killed and some 
arrested, but the majority betrayed 
us and joined the Awakening … the 
number of fighters is now 10 only.”
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al-Qaeda Emir Diary
Excerpt #3

Captured near Samarra on 18 November 2007

Battalion of Abu-Haydar al-Ansari:  
“… there were 300 fighters in the 

battalion equipped with good 
weapons and 17 vehicles, and 

since he deserted us the number of 
fighters dropped down to 16 and 
then to two … one of them was 
arrested and the second was 

injured, and the rest joined the 
Awakening groups”

Battalion of Abu-Haydar al-Ansari:  
“… there were 300 fighters in the 

battalion equipped with good 
weapons and 17 vehicles, and 

since he deserted us the number of 
fighters dropped down to 16 and 
then to two … one of them was 
arrested and the second was 

injured, and the rest joined the 
Awakening groups”
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al-Qaeda Emir Diary
Excerpt #4

Captured near Samarra on 18 November, 2007

Battalion of Muhammad Bin 
Muslimah:  

“The leader of this battalion was …
killed by the traitors of the Islamic 

Army with help of the invader’s 
Helicopters … some of the deserters 

of this battalion deserted and 
specially the ones who came from 

(redacted) tribe like the traitor 
(redacted) who became an officer 

with the Awakening group plus others 
who ran away with their weapons …”

Battalion of Muhammad Bin 
Muslimah:  

“The leader of this battalion was …
killed by the traitors of the Islamic 

Army with help of the invader’s 
Helicopters … some of the deserters 

of this battalion deserted and 
specially the ones who came from 

(redacted) tribe like the traitor 
(redacted) who became an officer 

with the Awakening group plus others 
who ran away with their weapons …”
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