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1-Year Rotation Plan for

Operation Iraqi Freedom

1.  The Army recently announced a rotation plan for Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). This plan established 1-year rotational deployments for divisions and selected separate brigades (for example, 173d Airborne Brigade, 2d Light Cavalry Regiment). In USAREUR, the plan stated that the 1st Infantry Division would replace the 4th Infantry Division, while the 1st Cavalry Division would replace our 1st Armored Division.

2.  This announcement was welcome news and allowed many soldiers and families to put a clear mark on the wall, while remaining focused on mission. The rotation plan clarifies when soldiers from the 1st Armored Division and the 173d Airborne Brigade can be expected to return home, allows families to plan, and provides time for unit recovery and reintegration. It also establishes a deployment window for the 1st Infantry Division, which will allow soldiers in this unit to prepare their families as they ready for this important mission.

3.  In the announcement, the Army did not specify the rotational plan for the V Corps Headquarters, or numerous other Corps and USAREUR units that deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom. These units were not addressed because the plan for their rotation was still being considered. This "Bell Sends" message is intended to offer clarification regarding the deployment timelines for soldiers in those units not included in the Army's initial rotational plan release. First, l want everyone to know that the Army's intent in the 1-year rotation plan definitely applies to all deployed soldiers, not just those in the announced units. Again, all soldiers deployed in support of OIF fall under a general 1-year deployment/rotation plan, including those who belong to V Corps Headquarters, its deployed separate brigades, or any other USAREUR unit deployed to OIF.

4.  The Army will either accomplish the rotation plan for unannounced units either by designating a backfill unit or by implementing an individual soldier rotation policy. Regardless, soldiers and families can count on no more than a 1-year deployment to OIF for the current rotations.

5.  I greatly appreciate the sacrifices that families have made in support of our operations in Iraq. Our soldiers are performing magnificently, and they are successfully bringing security and stability to the people of Iraq. As the Army continues to clarify its rotation program, I will keep you informed.


B. B. BELL


General, USA


Commanding
ANY MISSION, ANYWHERE!
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