Signal soldiers ramp-up for UFL with Warrior Storm Exercise
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Soldiers of the 1st Signal Brigade don’t fly helicopters or shoot artillery rounds down range. However, they are responsible for accomplishing one of the most important and real-time missions during any nationwide exercise on the Korean peninsula.

As always, 304th Signal Battalion and other signal soldiers began their deployment to CP TANGO on Chung Gae Mountain during the brigade’s Warrior Storm transition to war exercise July 28.  All tactical strategic communications units deploy a week prior to the commencement of Ulchi Focus Lens to ensure communication lines all over in the peninsula are set up and ready to go.


“We provide communication for the 8th United States Army. Therefore in times of war, breakdown of communication sites could result in numerous numbers of casualties and deaths,” emphasized Pfc. Sean Haling, Company C, 304th Signal Battalion, on the importance of their job. 


The majority of the mission is running wire, directing antennas and switch operating or radio banding. Essentially, bringing in a semi-wireless network. The soldiers set up communication lines, radio nets and necessary switches and relays.


“The difficult part of the mission is we are dealing with equipment,” said Pfc. Kary Benard Eaglin, 229th Signal Company.  “It’s a very technical field (of work). You have to know about the equipment. The equipment we are handling is multi-million  communication equipment.” 


Units may find themselves with soldiers unfamiliar with equipment essential for mission success. Even experienced soldiers are often thrust into new situations and forced to bear new responsibilities. However, “learning new equipment and responsibility in the field is what gives the exercise such importance and value,” said Sgt. Ji, Bum-moon, Company C, 304th.


The weather and terrain make the mission more challenging. The exercise is carried out during the monsoon season up on the mountain. The soldiers always have to stay alert to protect their equipment from torrential downpour and strong winds. 


They have 12-hour shifts during the exercise. The soldiers not only had the stress of getting the equipment working properly but staying up on top of the mountain against all contingencies, although for safety reasons soldiers do not sleep on the mountain. 


However, the soldiers were very motivated and dedicated. 

“The communication network we create stretches throughout the peninsula. Providing the best communication has a tremendous influence on executing the mission and also on  the outcome of war,” said Pfc. Sulaimon Agrabiaka, Company C, 304th. 


The mission takes all the units in the brigade to make it happen. Some battalions set up networks in the field, while others provide communication as well as phone lines to all the fixed communication sites.


“We can set up everything and be ready to go for a war in few hours. However, if other sites are not ready, there is nothing we can do. Therefore, teamwork is a crucial factor. We all work together to provide communications across a wide range of situations,” said Haling. 

These competent soldiers set up the communication lines with 100 percent accuracy on time and maintain their communication lines open 24 hours, seven days a week. When they find glitches, they quickly trouble shoot and fix the problem. Soldiers were prepared to provide the best communications capability during the exercise.

All the soldiers stayed motivated and devoted on their mission because they were proud of what they are doing. Without them, the exercise would not be possible. “Most of the stuff we do is behind the scenes, but we make warfighter more effective,” said Sgt. Carl Washington, Company C, 304th Sig. Bn.

