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Crew chiefs qualify on Blackhawk door guns

            Story by Spc. Ian Boudreau, 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea –          Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment participated in UH-60 Blackhawk assault helicopter door gunnery qualification at Nightmare Range July 15.

The exercise had Blackhawk crew chiefs firing the M60-D machine gun from the helicopter at ground targets during different stages of flight. Each aircraft is equipped with two M60-Ds, one on each side.

“That’s essentially the self-defense mechanism for the aircraft whenever we put it into a wartime mission,” said Maj. Kerry Dull, operations officer for 2nd Bn., 2nd Avn. 

With three companies to qualify during the exercise — a total of 37 crew chiefs went through the engagement series on Nightmare Range.

“It’s exciting because we only get to do this twice a year,” said Spc. Jeremy Dekay, a C Company crew chief.

Crew chiefs are required to requalify only once per year, Dull said, but because of the high turnover rate in Korea, 2nd Battalion heads out to the range twice each year.

Each crew engages five targets during a qualification run. The first engagement takes place while the aircraft prepares for takeoff, and the gunner is given a nuclear, chemical, biological alert and must don MOPP gear and protective mask.

“The NBC target is the toughest,” Dull said. “Your vision’s different, so it’s the most difficult target.”

The second target is engaged during liftoff, after the gunner removes his chemical protective gear. The third target is engaged during forward flight, as the aircraft heads toward the landing zone. The fourth engagement occurs during a deceleration as the pilot prepares to land the aircraft, and the fifth and final target is engaged during the actual landing, Dull said. 

The crews were to shoot tables VI through VIII during the exercise, Dull said. Table VIII is shot using night vision goggles.

“The M60 is used against anything that could be a threat to the aircraft, whether it’s troops or armored vehicles,” Dull said. “The idea is to get the bad guys’ heads down long enough to get the aircraft out of there safely.”

Each crew is given enough ammunition to engage each target with three 6-10 round bursts - a total of 180 rounds. The M60 has a range of up to 1,100 meters.

“Our mission is combat and providing combat support for all of the 2nd Infantry Division,” Dull said. However, 2nd Battalion works regularly with the 2nd Brigade Combat Team: 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry and 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry. 

“These are the guys we basically fly around the battlefield,” Dull said, adding that 2nd Battalion works with the two infantry units on “a monthly basis.”

“When you get down to bread and butter, our job is to insert infantry into LZs,” Dull said.
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