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(U)  Scope Note 

  This IC-coordinated Intelligence Community Assessment addresses the prospects for the CCP 

to enhance its resilience and constrain US and foreign engagement during the next five years as it strengthens control 

over CCP members and China’s Government, security services, and people.  In 2021, the CCP celebrated its 100th 

anniversary, and later this year it will appoint senior leaders for the 20th Central Committee (2022-27).  This ICA 

focuses on the institutional and policy changes that underlie these leadership changes and are designed to strengthen 

the Party’s ability to weather any forthcoming popular, economic, or foreign policy headwinds. 

(U)  This ICA focuses on the CCP rather than the state to highlight our assessments of the political goals and CCP 

institutions that will shape the eventual actions by government ministries and other state institutions.  The CCP is 

tightly interwoven into the People’s Republic of China (PRC), and some government leaders or offices have concurrent 

CCP titles or roles.  For example, CCP General Secretary Xi is concurrently the President; the CCP’s number two 

leader, Li Keqiang, is concurrently the Premier. 

(U)  Our key assumptions for this assessment are:  

   The CCP will continue to rule China. 

   Xi will retain power through at least 2027.  

   Senior CCP members view their fate as tied to the Party’s and will avoid making any 

schism public. 

(U)  Key Gaps 
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   The CCP has increased administrative, 

managerial, and ideological training for members 

while sharply curtailing overseas training, judging 

from academic research, possibly to minimize 

foreign influence.  CCP efforts to inculcate 

ideology and require members to publicly affirm it 

are increasingly entrenched, even though vague or 

patronizing ideological training probably bores 

members,  

  We assess that this will boost 

the Party’s capacity to push policies from the center 

while slowing the advance of what academic 

research suggests are marginally more liberal 

economic views among younger cadres. 

  Building Change Through Institutions.  We 

assess that China’s leaders have expanded and 

strengthened the core CCP institutions responsible for 

recruiting, training, and overseeing personnel, probably 

making the CCP less vulnerable to the vagaries of 

individual leaders.  Even at the apex of the Party, where 

Xi holds outsized sway, the CCP has routinized the 

processes for adjudicating interagency interests, 

 

thereby centralizing decisionmaking higher in the 

bureaucracy.  Critically, these institutions are designed 

to constrain downward and have little or no ability to 

check the exercise of power by senior CCP leaders. 

 (U )  The CCP has formalized and elevated 

several commissions and central leading groups 

responsible for issues such as cyber, foreign affairs, 

and national security, ensuring that more leaders 

regularly oversee cross-cutting discussions that 

previously waxed and waned, judging from open-

source reporting.   
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(U)  National Intelligence Council 

(U)  The National Intelligence Council manages the Intelligence Community’s estimative process, incorporating the 

best available expertise inside and outside the government.  It reports to the Director of National Intelligence as head  

of the US Intelligence Community and speaks authoritatively on substantive issues for the Community as a whole. 

(U)  NIC Leadership 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(U)  National Intelligence Officers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




