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HIGHLIGHTS
--
The CPA marked one hundred days until Iraqi sovereignty on March 24 with the announcement of three independent agencies to protect the public interest: 1) a Commission on Public Integrity to enforce Iraq’s anti-corruption laws in cooperation with the Board of Supreme Audit and the newly established Inspectors General assigned to every ministry; 2) an Iraq Public Service Broadcaster, which will regulate publicly owned media; and 3)  an Iraqi Communications and Media Commission to ensure Iraq’s airwaves are administered in the public interest. 

I. Support Transition to Iraqi Sovereignty 

· The CPA has assisted in briefings and literature distribution to all nine District Advisory Councils in Baghdad on the Transitional Administrative Law (TAL).  

· Council members from all ethnic communities gathered to discuss the TAL on March 18 in Kirkuk, where reactions to the TAL have been mixed.  Kurds view it as a step towards their aspiration of Kirkuk becoming part of Iraqi Kurdistan.  Arabs and Turkomen fear Kurdish domination; Shiites are worried that a minority can veto the final Constitution.  Sunnis, Turkomen, and Chaldo-Assyrians all want to see strong protection for their own rights.  Shia Arabs and Turkomen are distributing a petition expressing reservations about the TAL.

· The National Democratic Institute (NDI) continues work on the Iraqi Governing Council (IGC) Project by providing assistance with planning for the transition to the National Assembly outlined in the TAL.  In addition, NDI is assisting the IGC Secretariat with the development of a website that can serve as a public access point for distribution of information about the Iraqi Governing Council (IGC) and the preparations for the establishment of the Interim Government.   

· Sub-district selections were held in Qadisiya on March 20 with the remaining three selections in the province to be completed in the next two weeks.  The Provincial Council caucus process is still suspended, but selection of representatives from sector groups that were unable to hold caucuses is being completed.  

· The CPA marked one hundred days until Iraqi sovereignty on March 24 with the announcement of three independent agencies to protect the public interest: 1) a Commission on Public Integrity to enforce Iraq’s anti-corruption laws in cooperation with the Board of Supreme Audit and the newly established Inspectors General assigned to every ministry; 2) an Iraq Public Service Broadcaster, which will regulate publicly owned media; and 3)  an Iraqi Communications and Media Commission to ensure Iraq’s airwaves are administered in the public interest.

· Caucus elections were held for nine Dhi Qar Provincial Council seats.  A women's caucus composed of 75 women from districts and NGOs elected five representatives.  Caucuses to elect representatives were held by four professional unions. A deadlock over representation for Islamic parties on the council was resolved by the suggestion of revolving seats.

· More than 70 applications have been received for the office of Mayor of Baghdad.  The quality of the applicants appears to be high, with nearly all appearing to meet the extensive list of requirements established by the City Council.  The application period has opened up for Deputy Governor and Governor as well, and search committees have been named.  Extensive paid advertisements and announcements at meetings have informed the public of opportunities to apply for these positions.   
· The application period opened for the positions of Baghdad Deputy Governor and Governor, and search committees have been named.  Extensive paid advertisements and announcements at meetings have informed the public of opportunities to apply for these positions.     

· The International Republican Institute (IRI) published two thousand copies of a booklet entitled:  "A Citizen-Focused Government", outlining how government agencies at all levels can become more customer-focused and more user-friendly for all citizens.  CPA and IRI distributed the publication to ministries, the General Information Center offices and the Governing Council as well as to U.S. agencies that advise ministries.

II. Develop Civic Participation in Governance

Develop indigenous polling capacity; Provide women and youth with the skills necessary to become important participants in the political process; Develop local civil society capacity to conduct advocacy and participate in political life; Develop civic education programs promoting electoral participation and democratic ideals; Build capacity for civil society conflict prevention and mitigation
· Certificates of Appreciation were presented to leaders of the Hindiya Club in a ceremony on March 24 in Baghdad honoring the first open and legitimately competitive elections held for the club's leadership since the 1960s.  The Hindiya Club is a 55 year-old community social club whose membership includes 8,000 families.  The CPA assisted the club in formation of an independent, respected Elections Committee and worked with the club through all steps of the election process.  

· The CPA Local Governance Program (LGP) and the Columbia University Center for International Conflict Resolution (CICR) conducted a one-day workshop in Kirkuk on March 20 on the subject of civil society organizations. 

· The IRI met with women representatives of the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) in Baghdad on March 13 to discuss the political participation of women.  They noted that their own party does not offer them enough support and expressed interest in participating in IRI training sessions. 
· The CPA LGP has completed a month-long training course for a team of ten Iraqis (six women and four men) who will go on to train the Al Basrah Governorate and local councils in effective governance techniques.  The training curriculum included Iraqi public laws, human rights, local budget awareness, motivational skills, presentation skills, note-taking, and the Transitional Administrative Law (TAL). The training also included sessions on the LGP Civic Dialogue Program which engages Iraqis in discussions of democracy, so that the trainers will encourage democracy dialogues in their own training sessions. The team will initially train 40 members of the Governorate Council and will then branch out to train local councils throughout Basrah Governorate.  
· The CPA Transition Initiatives Program provided a grant to the Dahuk Women’s Rehabilitation Center to conduct training on women’s rights awareness.  The Women’s Rehabilitation Center operates a broad program for improving the quality of women’s lives and strengthening civil society through gender equality initiatives. The award will allow the center staff to present a workshop in the Sarsnk District of Dahuk to increase awareness of this issue and encourage all citizens to elevate women’s place in society.

III. Support Development of Sustainable Political Parties/Associations

Support development of political associations

· The IRI met with Sadr City branches of the Supreme Committee for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) and the Dawa Party on March 20 in Baghdad to discuss the political environment and their inclusion in future training projects.  Both are large, long-standing parties pre-dating liberation which publicly disavow sectarianism or ethnic and religious-based division of the country.  Both parties, drawing much of their composition from the Shia population, voiced reservations about the TAL, in particular Article 61 which describes the process for drafting a permanent constitution.

· The IRI attended a meeting of the National Justice and Fraternity Party on March 22 in Baghdad.  The Party was established in 1991 by former military officers who fell out of favor with the Hussein regime.  During the meeting, an election for the leadership took place and Amer Shiah Abdullah was elected president by paper ballot.  Twenty-two members of its Executive Committee attended. 
· CPA and IRI officials met with the Iraqi Democratic Movement, headed by returned expatriate Kasim Daood, at their headquarters in Baghdad on March 22 to discuss party goals.  The Movement has records of approximately 60,000 members belonging to 21 branches across the country.  Like other Iraqi political parties with whom IRI is familiar, they espouse support for democratic values, a unified federative state and a flourishing, multi-party system. 

· CPA representatives attended the National United Power Convention, which brought together close to a thousand participants from political parties, non-governmental organizations and other civil society groups and movements to discuss such issues as security, re-building the country and, notably, the democratic transition.  Those delegates and leaders who spoke expressed broad support for the TAL as a temporary, though some, including a Turcoman representative, expressed grave reservations about it.  The National United Power Convention has an organizing committee of various parties and movements including the Iraqi National Gathering and the Iraqi Democratic Movement.  
IV.
Promote Respect for Human Rights

Educate on human rights issues; Preserve documentation of past atrocities, raise awareness, and promote reconciliation; Strengthen local capacity to investigate and address past atrocities; Iraqi Special Tribunal (IST) for past atrocities; Incorporate human rights into laws; Develop role of independent human rights NGOs and media; Establish a Human Rights Ministry

· The Ministry of Culture in As Sulaymaniyah will use a grant from the CPA Transition Initiatives Program to raise awareness of human rights violations committed by the Ba’athist regime.  The funding will be used by the Halabja Museum to print and distribute brochures that describe the chemical attack on the town of Halabja in March 1988, in addition to the widespread repressive actions against the Kurds in the same year, known as the al-Anfal Campaign.  

V.
Promote Durable Solutions for Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

Facilitate the return of refugees and IDPs; Build local and national capacity to protect and assist refugees and IDPs; Develop and implement a process to resolve property disputes, through the Iraq Property Claims Commission
· The Ministry of Displacement and Migration moved to its permanent headquarters building in Baghdad, located in the Karkh area near the Al-Jumhuriyah Bridge.  The new headquarters has been equipped with a satellite Internet connection and Intranet system with the support of the United Nations High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR), which will allow it to better coordinate its activities in support of IDPs and refugees with international organizations.
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