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Chairman Nelson, Senator Sessions, and members of the committee:

I am honored to be here today alongside distinguished members of the
panel: Undersecretary of the Air Force, The Honorable Ron Sega; General Kevin
Chilton, Commander of Air Force Space Command; Vice Admiral James McArthur,
Jr., Commander of Naval Network Warfare Command; and Ms. Cristina Chaplain,
Director of Acquisition and Sourcing Management, Government Accountability
Office. This is my first opportunity to appear before you as United States
Strategic Command's (USSTRATCOM) Commander of the Joint Functional Component
Command for Space (CDR JFCC SPACE), and it's a pleasure to be able to address
YyOu on our space posture.

I know this subcommittee is fully aware of the growing importance of
space capabilities to our National security, as well as to our overall
economic prosperity. Today, I will provide you an update on our efforts to
efficiently and effectively employ our vital space capabilities, highlighting
our top priorities, and identifying the challenges we face in fulfilling both
National and Combatant Commander cbjectives.

EMPLOYMENT OF SPACE CAPABILITIES

In July 2006, General Cartwright, the Commander of United States
Strategic Command, in coordination with the Chief of sStaff of the Air Force,
directed the creation of JFCC SPACE, and assigned the Commander, Fourteenth
Air Force, the dual role of CDR JFCC SPACE. While I serve in both roles,
it’'s in the CDR JFCC SPACE position that I am designated as the single point
of contact for military space operational matters. Additionally, JFCC SPACE
is responsible for providing tailored, responsive, local and global space
effects to supported Combatant Commanders. My USSTRATCOM-delegated
authorities include Global Space Coordinating Authority, which empowers me to
be the primary interface with supported commanders for operational-level
planning and execution of space forces in support of Combatant Commander

objectives. CDR JFCC SPACE is also assigned Operational Control (OPCON) and



Tactical Control (TACON) authorities for designated, worldwide space
operations and missile warning forces. Finally, JFCC SPACE supports the
Commander, North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) by providing the
missile warning and space surveillance capabilities necessary to fulfill the
U.S. commitment to the NORAD Agreement. By establishing the CDR JFCC SPACE,
USSTRATCOM provides a single commander, with a global perspective, to enhance
functional integration of space capabilities for the joint warfighter and the
Nation.

Just in the last year, two significant world events have galvanized our
thinking by highlighting both the importance and the potential fragility of
our Nation's space capabilities. The first event occurred during our initial
month of operation--the July 2006 North Korean launch of a Taepo Dong-2 (TD-
2) missile. The second event was the January 2007 Chinese test of a hit-to-
kill anti-satellite (ASAT) capability. Interesting enough, this test
occurred 6 years to the day after the publication of the 2001 Space
Commission Report, which had warned of growing threats to our space
capabilities. In both events, JFCC SPACE coordinated pre-launch indications
and warning campaigns, then provided space-based tracking of the boosters
during flight, which helped shape the National response. We worked closely
with our USSTRATCOM global mission partners and various agencies to ensure
space capabilities were available to support potential contingencies and
courses of action. For the ASAT test, we tracked the resultant debris, and
we continue to assess the additional risk posed by the debris to our
satellites and the International Space Station. These events foreshadow a
future that appears increasingly challenging. Our near-term priorities,
which include increasing our Space Situational Awareness (SSA) capabilities
and strengthening and formalizing departmental and interagency relationships,

are certainly informed by our experience from these two events.






