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Top Stories 

 The BBC reports that BP has been fined a record $87m for failing to correct safety hazards 
at its Texas City refinery in the U.S on October 30. An explosion in 2005 at the Texas plant 
killed 15 people and injured 180 more. (See item 4) 

 According to Reuters, the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has lost 3 percent of 
its linguists and failed to sift through millions of documents as the agency’s workload of 
terrorism cases grows, according to a report issued on October 26. (See item 31) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. October 30, Associated Press – (International) Fire at India oil depot kills 6. A huge 
fire at an Indian oil depot that has killed at least six people and injured 150 will be 
allowed to burn out as firefighters have little hope of dousing it, officials said on 
October 30. Another six people are trapped in the depot near the city of Jaipur in the 
western state of Rajasthan where the fire has been burning for nearly 24 hours since it 
broke out the evening of October 29. Dense clouds of black smoke billowed out of at 
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least three oil tanks which were ablaze. The six dead were all workers at the depot. 
Thousands of people living near the oil depot have been evacuated, and power supplies 
to the surrounding areas switched off. Train services on tracks running near the oil 
depot have also been halted. Army troops have been deployed to help in the firefighting 
operations at the depot, 10 miles south of Jaipur, which stores gasoline, kerosene and 
diesel fuel for several state-owned oil companies. The chairman of Indian Oil 
Corporation, one the companies that stored oil at the depot, said it was expected the 
stocks to burn out by the evening and firefighters would be able to enter the site by 
early on October 31, according to Press Trust of India news agency. The blaze was 
visible from over 16 miles away. At least 35 firefighting teams, including some from 
the Indian capital of New Delhi, 220 miles to the north, were sent to battle the flames. 
An inquiry has also been ordered to determine the cause of the accident, a government 
statement said. 
Source: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20091030/as-india-oil-depot-fire/ 

2. October 30, Shreveport Times – (Louisiana) 1 dead, thousands without power in 
wake of tornadoes. As people tally the damage from tornadoes on October 29, 
thousands remain without power and there is an ever-increasing threat from rising 
waterways. Heavy rain will continue pounding the area before tapering off tonight, 
with total rainfall of up to five inches through today. A flash flood watch is in effect 
until 7 a.m. on October 30. During the height of the storms, AEP-SWEPCO reported 
19,737 of its customers without power. Another round of storms the evening of October 
29 felled more power lines and caused fresh outages. As of 10 p.m., AEP-SWEPCO 
customers without electricity service numbered about 14,000 in Bossier City, 4,500 in 
Shreveport, 3,100 in Haughton, 95 in Vivian and 13 in Plain Dealing. The company 
estimates most service will be restored by 5 p.m. on October 30 in Haughton and 
Vivian and by noon on October 31 in Shreveport-Bossier City, the spokesman said. 
Those estimates exclude customers with damage preventing restoration of power, she 
said, and the estimates likely will be revised once crews survey damage this morning. 
In addition, flash flooding started about 7 p.m. on October 29 and intensified as waves 
of storms rolled through. By 9 p.m., Shreveport-Bossier City police and firefighters 
were responding to scores of calls about cars stalled in rising water. Bossier City 
authorities declared most streets were flooded. 
Source: http://www.shreveporttimes.com/article/20091030/NEWS01/910300347/1060 

3. October 30, Associated Press – (Pennsylvania) Pa. refinery fined $495K for violating 
air permit. A northwestern Pennsylvania petroleum refinery will pay $495,000 for 
violating its air quality permit. The Department of Environmental Protection says 
Warren-based United Refining Company frequently violated permit emission limits, 
most significantly the limit for sulfur dioxide. United also exceeded limits for hydrogen 
sulfide and opacity from various sources. Opacity relates to how much emissions 
obscure background objects. The department said on October 29 that the violations date 
to 2007, but that United has installed new equipment and software to improve its 
emissions monitoring. The fine will be paid into the state’s Clean Air Fund, which 
supports projects to improve air quality. The company did not have an immediate 
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comment. 
Source: http://www.timesleader.com/news/ap?articleID=3093477 

4. October 30, BBC – (Texas) BP fined $87m for Texas explosion. BP has been fined a 
record $87m (Â£53m) for failing to correct safety hazards at its Texas City refinery in 
the U.S. An explosion in 2005 at the Texas plant killed 15 people and injured 180 
more. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) cited 270 violations 
at the oil refinery, a U.S. Labor Department official said. BP said it believed it was in 
“full compliance” with a 2005 settlement agreement with OSHA and would work with 
the agency to resolve the issue. The $87m fine is the largest in OSHA’s history. In 
2005, BP paid a $21.3m fine to OSHA and entered into a four-year agreement to repair 
hazards at the Texas City refinery, which is the third largest in the U.S. The latest fine 
follows a six-month inspection into whether BP had complied with that agreement.  
Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/8334310.stm 

5. October 30, Daily Record – (New Jersey) Wire shorts out, manhole cover blows, 
power goes out in Morristown. Streets were closed and power was lost on October 29 
after a wire shorted out and caught fire under Ford Avenue. The pressure created by the 
burning wire also blew a manhole cover into the air at about 1:15 p.m. October 29, 
according to a fire captain, who said the department responded to Ford Avenue on calls 
of an explosion in the area near Morristown Hospital. Firefigthers arrived to find a 
manhole cover off and to the side and smoke emitting from the hole, he said. A primary 
wire shorted out, he said, causing the plastic coating around the wire to melt and a fire 
to start. “That caused pressure to build under the cover and project it into the air,” he 
said. Ford Avenue between Hill and Morris streets were closed to traffic from 1:15 to 
1:41 p.m., he said, and power was out until about 2:20 p.m. A JCP&L spokesman, said 
1,065 customers in Morristown and parts of Morristown Memorial Hospital were 
without power during the outage. Patients at Morristown Memorial were not affected 
by the outage, according to a hospital spokeswoman. “Our back-up generators flipped 
on and patient care was not interrupted,” he said. 
Source: 
http://www.dailyrecord.com/article/20091030/COMMUNITIES/91029040/1005/NEW
S01/Wire-shorts-out--manhole-cover-blows--power-goes-out-in-Morristown 

6. October 28, Yuma Sun – (Arizona) Outage leaves thousands without power late 
Tuesday. A power outage on October 27 left thousands of customers without 
electricity for part of the afternoon, according to Arizona Public Service Co (APS). At 
4:08 p.m., the utility lost a 69-kilovolt distribution line that feeds the San Luis 
substation and the substation for Somerton, reported a Yuma spokeswoman for APS. 
The outage initially affected an estimated 16,000 customers in San Luis, Arizona, 
Somerton and the surrounding valley, including the state prison complex and the 
private federal detention center. By 4:38 p.m., power had been restored to about half 
the customers. And as of 6:04 p.m., all customers again had electricity, he reported. 
The cause of the outage was still under investigation, she said on October 27. Arizona 
Western College canceled classes at the San Luis campus because of the power outage 
and closed the campus to all students, staff and faculty until this morning. According to 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/8334310.stm
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a release from an AWC spokeswoman, strong winds knocked down power lines and 
APS was onsite late on October 27 repairing them. 
Source: http://www.yumasun.com/news/customers-53802-outage-power.html 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

7. October 30, Charleston Daily Mail – (West Virginia) DuPont worker exposed to 
chemical, company spokesman says. A spokesperson for the Belle DuPont chemical 
plant confirmed this morning that a worker was exposed to a chemical. The accident 
happened at about midnight. Paramedics treated the worker after he spilled the 
chemical on himself. He was taken to the hospital as a precaution, and later released. 
Kanawha County Metro 911 dispatchers said there was no leak or danger to anyone 
living near the plant. Emergency response teams were notified, a spokesperson said. An 
investigation is underway to determine the cause of the spill. 
Source: http://www.dailymail.com/News/200910300385 

[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

8. October 29, Associated Press – (National) NASA: Ares I-X rocket damaged in test 
flight. The booster rocket used in a test flight was badly dented when it fell into the 
Atlantic because of a deflated parachute, NASA said Thursday. The new Ares I-X — 
the precursor to NASA’s planned moon rockets — completed a two-minute flight 
Wednesday. The launch itself went well, officials said, but one of the three parachutes 
on the booster failed to work properly. All three parachutes opened, but one ended up 
deflating for unknown reasons, said a NASA spokesman. That caused the booster to hit 
the ocean with extra force. The first-stage booster — similar to what is used for the 
space shuttles — was found to be dented near the bottom when it was recovered from 
the ocean. It was expected back on shore Friday. The Ares I-X is a prototype of what is 
supposed to replace the space shuttles and ultimately fly to the moon. The White 
House, though, may nix those plans. Shuttle managers, meanwhile, have chosen 

http://www.dailymail.com/News/200910300385
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November 16 for the launch of Atlantis on a space station delivery mission. That 
assumes an unmanned rocket flies November 14 with a communication satellite; a one-
day postponement for that launch would bump the Atlantis flight to the 17th. NASA’s 
space operations chief said the Ares I-X parachute trouble will not impact the Atlantis 
launch. They are different parachute designs, he noted. 
Source: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33540781/ns/technology_and_science-science/ 

9. October 29, Bloomberg – (International) Lockheed F-35 still raises ‘concerns,’ 
Pentagon says. Lockheed Martin’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter still poses a risk of cost 
increases, according to an independent study of the Pentagon’s most expensive 
weapons program, the Defense Department spokesman said on October 29. The new 
cost estimate is “pessimistic and continues to raise concerns about the course the 
program is on,” the department’s spokesman said at a news conference. “If the Joint 
Estimate Team provided especially good news, we would be trumpeting it,” the 
spokesman said. “It provides us a worst-case assessment of how the program will likely 
develop.” The Pentagon will weigh the team’s analysis against the Joint Strike Fighter 
program office, “which is generally much more optimistic,” he said. The Defense 
Secretary has bet the Pentagon’s long- term fighter-jet modernization on the F-35 after 
canceling additional production of the F-22. U.S. lawmakers and international partners 
such as the U.K. have a stake in the cost of the $298 billion program because of its 
implications for future budgets. The cost assessment of the fighter is an update to one 
completed a year ago. The earlier study estimated the program may need as much as 
$16.6 billion more than planned through 2015 for research and production. Lockheed 
“acknowledges that modest risks to our cost and schedule baselines exist, but we 
envision no scenario that would justify a substantial delay to completion of 
development or transition to production milestones,” another spokesman said. The 
assessment team made “earnest efforts to predict the F-35 program costs and schedules 
as part of the annual Department of Defense budget planning process,” he said. Still, 
the company disagrees with their conclusions, which may have been driven by reviews 
of older aircraft programs and procedures, he said. 
Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601109&sid=a0akQUcmpnts 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

10. October 30, Reuters – (International) K1 hedge fund founder arrested in fraud 
probe. German authorities placed the founder of Germany’s K1 hedge fund group 
under arrest on October 29 in a multi-million-dollar corruption probe of a Caribbean-
registered fund he ran. His arrest warrant said Barclays and BNP Paribas may have lost 
millions of dollars in the case, which prosecutors say spanned the Atlantic and featured 
lavish personal spending on planes, a helicopter and luxury properties. FBI agents in 
Miami also arrested a German wealth consultant and the founder’s business partner on 
money-laundering charges. Authorities are investigating the founder over allegations of 
fraud and breach of trust, the chief prosecutor in the southern German city of 
Wuerzburg, told Reuters. “There is a suspicion that the 50-year-old suspect did not 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601109&sid=a0akQUcmpnts
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comply with investment guidelines agreed with an English and a French bank among 
others and has used several millions in funds contrary to agreements,” prosecutors said 
in a statement. The case centers on the founder of K1 Global Sub Trust hedge fund, a 
psychologist by training who once sold ads for the Yellow Pages in Germany before 
moving into the financial sector. Barclays may have lost most of the nearly $220 
million (133 million pounds) it invested with the fund, authorities said. The warrant for 
the founder, dated October 20, said France’s BNP Paribas invested $60 million with K1 
between 2007 and 2008. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/hedgeFundsNews/idUSLNE59T01620091030 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

11. October 30, Associated Press – (National) Snowstorm blasts Colorado, Wyoming; 
delays flights. An early blast of winter walloped some western states with deep snow 
and slowly pushed into Nebraska and Kansas Thursday, bringing blizzard conditions to 
the eastern plains and causing treacherous roads, closed schools and hundreds of 
canceled flights. The fall storm spread 3 feet of snow and left much higher drifts across 
parts of northern Utah, Wyoming and Colorado, before its leading edge hit neighboring 
states just to the east. Wind-driven snow built to blizzard conditions over much of 
eastern Colorado. The weather service warned most area roads would be impassible 
Thursday night because of blowing snow and near-zero visibility. The heaviest October 
snowfall in the Denver area in a decade forced the closure of hundreds of schools and 
businesses. Roads across the region remained snowpacked and icy. “Big storms like 
these, they seem to come around every 10 to 12 years,” said a National Weather 
Service meteorologist. Denver-based Frontier Airlines, which is operated by Republic 
Airways Holdings, said it canceled 44 flights in and out of Denver International 
Airport. Other flights were delayed by up to four hours. United Airlines, the airport’s 
dominant carrier with about 400 flights per day, canceled half its flights Thursday to 
prevent delays and cancellations from spilling over into Friday, a spokesman said. Both 
airlines planned to operate full schedules Friday. Airport spokesman said crews were 
using 174 pieces of snow-removal equipment to keep runways and taxiways clear as 
they dealt with severe wind gusts. Cannon said two departure and two arrival runways 
were open. The airport received at least 16 inches of snow with 5-foot snow drifts east 
of Denver, the weather service said. The Colorado Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) closed a 140-mile stretch of Interstate 70 from near Denver to Burlington and 
55 miles of Interstate 76 from Lochbuie to Fort Morgan. Plows struggled to keep up 
with the blowing snow, said a CDOT spokesman. No serious accidents were reported, 
likely because shuttered businesses meant fewer cars on the road, Wilson said. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iQ7wPvNUewsX8bT_zjZDHR
hY9q7AD9BLEBN81 

12. October 29, Associated Press – (Minnesota) Military notified too late to launch 
fighter jets. The U.S. military would have launched fighter jets to track down an errant 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iQ7wPvNUewsX8bT_zjZDHRhY9q7AD9BLEBN81
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Northwest Airlines flight that overshot the Minneapolis airport if officials had been 
notified sooner, a top commander said on October 29 as federal authorities defended 
the decision to revoke the licenses of the pilots involved. The head U.S. Northern 
Command said he learned of the incident just four or five minutes before the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) regained contact with the pilots, who flew 150 miles 
past their destination. They have said they got distracted while using their laptops in the 
cockpit. He said fighter jets were taxiing to the runway and should have been airborne, 
but they were held back when FAA officials told military commanders they thought 
they were re-establishing contact with the flight. The military’s revelations came as 
U.S. Transportation Secretary told reporters that the public deserves more 
professionalism from pilots. 
Source: http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/politics/story/901907.html 

For another story, see item 5  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

13. October 27, KWCH 12 Wichita – (Kansas) Wichita post office to destroy 170 
mercury-contaminated packages. Postal officials in Wichita have announced they 
will destroy 170 packages that were contaminated last month by a package that was 
leaking mercury. It happened at the Wichita Processing and Distribution Center 
October 8th. Mercury is a potential neurotoxin, and like most hazardous materials, is 
not supposed to be sent through the mail. “After consulting with the Health Department 
and other hazardous waste experts, and looking at all possible options, we determined it 
necessary to destroy the contaminated packages in order to ensure the health and safety 
of our customers,” said the Wichita postmaster in a press release. All of the customers 
whose packages were affected have been notified by mail of the decision, including 
what they can do to pursue for damages. 
Source: http://www.kwch.com/Global/story.asp?S=11391660 

For another story, see item 23  
 
[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

14. October 30, Associated Press – (Texas) US cotton almost clear of voracious boll 
weevil. U.S. agriculture officials are declaring victory over the most expensive 
agricultural pest in the nation’s history. Boll weevils ate through U.S. cotton crops for 
more than a century, costing growers $20 billion. But officials say 98 percent of the 9 
million cotton acres planted this year were free of the pest thanks to a decades-long 
extermination effort in which fields were sprayed with insecticide. Traps were then 
baited with the pheromone, or scent, that boll weevils give off when they want to mate. 
The smell lured the bugs to their deaths. Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee and 

http://www.kwch.com/Global/story.asp?S=11391660
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Mississippi were declared boll weevil free this year. It is now found only in parts of 
Texas and Louisiana, and officials have high hopes for clearing those areas as well. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jbz0rDG_e749ZUl2nxlPlNtW_
XtQD9BL8U804 

15. October 29, Associated Press – (Minnesota) USDA: 6 pigs tested positive for 
H1N1. Final tests confirm that six pigs from the Minnesota State Fair contracted swine 
flu, three more than initial research had indicated. The U.S. Agriculture Department 
(USDA) said Thursday follow-up tests confirmed the presence of the H1N1 virus, more 
commonly known as swine flu, in six samples taken as a part of a university research 
project at the Minnesota State Fair between August 26 and September 1. The tests 
confirm the first cases of pigs contracting swine flu in the United States. Officials say 
the pigs showed no signs of sickness and believe they contracted the virus from some 
of the nearly 1.8 million people who visited the fair. The USDA has stressed that swine 
flu can not be contracted by eating pork products. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iEFqaAgSclYCMs3yvitB0vestl
1gD9BL0G3G0 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

16. October 29, Water Technology Online – (Arkansas) Creek bed collapse severs water 
line. A temporary waterworks connection has been established for at least 75 
households in the nearby Batts Chapel-Lapile, Arkansas, communities after they were 
left without water service following heavy rains, according to reports from October 27 
and October 29 in the El Dorado News-Times Online. A main water line was damaged 
October 19 when heavy rains inundated Lapile Creek, causing its banks to crush the 
water pipe. A downed tree added to the damage, the news source said. Fire hoses have 
been run from the Batts Chapel-Lapile Water Association to provide the temporary 
connection to the homes. 
Source: http://watertechonline.com/news.asp?N_ID=72852 

17. October 29, Water Technology Online – (National) Congress OKs federal fracking 
study. The US House of Representatives on October 29 approved a provision formally 
urging the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to conduct a new peer-review 
study on the risks that hydraulic fracturing may pose to drinking water supplies, 
according to an October 29 report on News Channel 34 from the office of a New York 
Representative. That Representative authored the provision. According to the report, 
the Senate is due to pass an identical bill in the coming days and the American 
President is expected to sign the measure into law soon after that. The Interior and 
Environment Appropriations bill and report for fiscal year 2010 contains the study 
provision. Hydraulic fracturing, also known as fracking, is a method of drilling that 
injects a mixture of water, sand and chemicals into rock formations at high pressure to 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iEFqaAgSclYCMs3yvitB0vestl1gD9BL0G3G0
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http://watertechonline.com/news.asp?N_ID=72852
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jbz0rDG_e749ZUl2nxlPlNtW_XtQD9BL8U804
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force out oil and natural gas. It has been exempt from federal drinking water 
regulations, although in some cases it has been regulated by state and local authorities. 
Source: http://watertechonline.com/news.asp?N_ID=72857 

18. October 29, U.S. Department of the Interior – (National) United States using less 
water than 35 years ago. The United States is using less water than during the peak 
years of 1975 and 1980, according to water use estimates for 2005. Despite a 30 
percent population increase during the past 25 years, overall water use has remained 
fairly stable according to a new U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) report. The Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior announced the report, Estimated Use of Water in the United 
States in 2005, as part of her keynote speech today at the Atlantic Water Summit in the 
National Press Club. The report shows that in 2005 Americans used 410 billion gallons 
per day, slightly less than in 2000. The declines are attributed to the increased use of 
more efficient irrigation systems and alternative technologies at power plants. Water 
withdrawals for public supply have increased steadily since 1950 — when USGS began 
the series of five-year trend reports — along with the population that depends on these 
supplies. Nearly half (49 percent) of the 410 billion gallons per day used by Americans 
was for producing electricity at thermoelectric power plants. Irrigation accounted for 31 
percent and public supply 11 percent of the total. The remaining 9 percent of the water 
was for self-supplied industrial, livestock, aquaculture, mining and rural domestic uses. 
“Because electricity generation and irrigation together accounted for a massive 80 
percent of our water use in 2005, the improvements in efficiency and technology give 
us hope for the future,” she said. “The report also underscores the importance of 
recognizing the limits of the drinking water supplies on which our growing population 
depends. While public-supply withdrawals have continued to increase overall, per 
capita use has decreased in many States during recent decades. 
Source: http://www.doi.gov/news/09_News_Releases/102909a.html 

19. October 29, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – (Missouri) EPA Calls on State 
of Missouri to set new Water Quality Standards for St. Louis segment of 
Mississippi River. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has determined that 
the State of Missouri needs new or revised water quality standards to protect a 28.6-
mile segment of the Mississippi River around St. Louis that flows from North 
Riverfront Park to the confluence of the Meramec River. This EPA action directs the 
state to address this area of the Mississippi River to protect public health for 
recreational uses such as tubing, water-skiing and swimming. The EPA Region 7 
Water, Wetlands, and Pesticides Division director said, “It is imperative that Missouri 
take necessary action to protect users of the Mississippi River from high levels of 
pathogens and bacteria largely resulting from untreated wastewater. We’ve found that 
people engage in recreational activities in this part of the Mississippi River and 
downstream, so their health must be protected.” Missouri will have the opportunity to 
review its analysis and collect additional information to revise its water quality 
standards and resubmit them to EPA for approval. The Mississippi River upstream, 
downstream, and across the Illinois state line from this 28.6-mile segment near St. 
Louis is designated for what is referred to as primary contact recreation, also known as 
whole body contact recreation. In its determination, EPA explained that Missouri has 

http://www.doi.gov/news/09_News_Releases/102909a.html
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not demonstrated that whole body contact recreation cannot be attained in this portion 
of the river. The determination also finds that Missouri has not shown that its current 
standards will protect downstream waters as required by federal regulations. EPA made 
a determination in December 2008 that portions of the Mississippi River upstream and 
downstream of St. Louis should also be protected for whole body contact recreation. 
Missouri recently revised its water quality standards in response to this earlier 
determination, and EPA anticipates the state will soon be submitting those revisions to 
EPA for final review.  
Source: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/70F87B49B3D60F068525765E00637D9A 

20. October 29, U.S. Department of Justice – (Alabama) Alabama Grease Haulers 
charged with Clean Water Act Violations for dumping into Mobile area sewers. A 
Mobile, Alabama, grand jury has indicted a waste disposal company, its president, and 
top manager for offenses involving the illegal disposal of waste into the sewage 
treatment systems of Mobile and of neighboring municipalities, the Justice Department 
and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced on October 29. DHS Inc., 
operating under the name Roto Rooter; its president, and manager were charged on 
October 29 in a forty-three count indictment with numerous violations of the Clean 
Water Act and with fraud and conspiracy for having dumped into local sewers 
thousands of gallons of waste grease and oil that they had been hired to dispose of 
safely and legally. The indictment recites Mobile’s history of years of sewage 
overflows, inadequate wastewater treatment and polluting effluent caused by blockages 
of sewer lines and treatment works with solidified grease. In response to lawsuits under 
the Clean Water Act, the city of Mobile entered into a court ordered agreement with 
EPA under which Mobile implemented a grease control program requiring restaurants 
and other food service establishments to install grease traps to prevent cooking oils 
from entering the sewer system. The indictment charges that Roto Rooter, on the 
representation that it would pump out the grease traps of restaurants and other 
commercial customers and dispose of their grease waste at legal facilities, instead 
discharged the grease through grease traps and manholes into the sewer lines that the 
defendants were being paid to prevent it from entering. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS263601+29-Oct-
2009+PRN20091029 

[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

21. October 30, Occupational Health and Safety – (National) CDC on H1N1 vaccine: 
‘We’re not where we hoped we’d be’. As of October 29, there were 24.8 million 
doses of H1N1 vaccines available for U.S. states to order, and while that was 1.6 
million more doses than were available on Oct. 28, it still is not enough to meet current 
demand. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) held a press 
conference Thursday, focusing on issues surrounding the availability and distribution of 
the vaccine. The agency said that although a dearth of the medicine in some areas is 

http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS263601+29-Oct-2009+PRN20091029
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creating “challenging circumstances” across the country, increasingly more doses will 
be readily available in coming weeks. CDC is aware of reports that antiviral 
medication, particularly for children, is, in places, also difficult to find, director of the 
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases said. “So, what have we 
been doing about this? A few weeks ago the secretary ordered 300,000 courses of the 
liquid Tamiflu for children to be shipped out to the states, and that’s all going out to the 
states through the strategic national stockpile,” she said. “We’re working closely with 
the manufacturers to really understand the supply horizon and understand what is out 
there in the commercial sector. We’re working closely with the states who are 
managing their stockpiles of these antivirals to get them to the places that don’t have 
them.” 
Source: http://ohsonline.com/articles/2009/10/30/cdc-on-h1n1-vaccine.aspx 

22. October 30, San Joaquin Monitor – (California) St. Joseph’s nurses won’t walk 
out. There will be no nursing strike this morning at St. Joseph’s Medical Center. The 
union representing about 680 registered nurses at St. Joseph’s has withdrawn its notice 
to conduct a 24-hour walkout between 7 a.m. today and 7 a.m. Saturday, according to 
the hospital. More than 16,000 nurses working at three Catholic hospital groups - 
CHW, Daughters of Charity Health System and St. Joseph Health System - were 
scheduled to strike simultaneously over what the California Nurses Association said 
was their hospitals’ lack of preparedness for the H1N1 pandemic, also known as swine 
flu.  
Source: 
http://www.recordnet.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20091030/A_NEWS/910300321
/-1/NEWSMAP 

23. October 28, Tampa Bay Online – (Florida) Patients’ medical records land in man’s 
mailbox. A Pinellas Park, Florida, man opened his mail Wednesday morning he found 
that he had mistakenly been sent the medical records of 70 people. The private 
information included copies of driver’s licenses, surgery records, and Social Security 
numbers. Most of the records came from the Largo Ambulatory Surgery Center, but the 
envelope included bills from as far away as Madison, Wisconsin. The package also 
included a U.S. Postal Service report of returned mail receipt which explains “Mail was 
found in mailbox in empty priority bag. Our carrier picked it up and brought it to our 
office.” Upon learning about the package, the U.S. Postal Service responded within an 
hour to the man’s house to seize the mail and launch an investigation. A spokesman for 
the postal service promised to find out what happened at the Pinellas Park post office 
where the mail originated. 
Source: http://www2.tbo.com/content/2009/oct/28/patients-medical-records-land-mans-
mailbox/news-breaking/ 

For another story, see item 15  
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Government Facilities Sector 
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24. October 30, Associated Press – (California) Military aircraft collide off Calif. 
coast. The U.S. Coast Guard and Navy were searching for as many as nine people off 
the Southern California coast following a collision between a Coast Guard plane and a 
Marine Corps helicopter, officials said. The crash was reported at 7:10 p.m. Thursday, 
about 50 miles off the San Diego County coast and 15 miles east of San Clemente 
Island, a Coast Guard spokeswoman said. A pilot reported seeing a fireball near where 
the aircraft collided, a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) spokesman said, and the 
Coast Guard informed the FAA that debris from a C-130 plane had been spotted. Seven 
people were on board the plane, and two people were aboard the helicopter, he said. 
The Coast Guard planned to search through the night, having sent three cutters and 
diverting an MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter to the area to search for survivors. The Navy, 
meanwhile, sent four vessels and multiple helicopters. Earlier this week, it was an AH-
1 Cobra attack helicopter that collided with a UH-1 helicopter over southern 
Afghanistan, killing four American troops and wounding two more, a Marine 
spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.armytimes.com/news/2009/10/ap_midair_collision_103009/ 

25. October 28, Defense News – (International) Admiral: Complacency caused U.S. sub 
collision. Complacency and poor management of surface contacts led to the March 20 
collision between the attack submarine Hartford and the amphibious transport dock 
New Orleans in the Strait of Hormuz, according to the U.S. Navy’s leader of the 
undersea fleet. Speaking on October 28 at the annual Naval Submarine League 
meeting, the Submarine Force commander described a control room with “a lot of 
informality” and a “series of personnel failures” he blamed on the sub’s leadership. The 
collision, which happened at night, came as the sub was making a submerged transit to 
Jebel Ali, its last port call before heading home to Groton, Connecticut. The crew had 
just finished an intense operational phase of its deployment and “everybody let down 
their guard” for what was actually one of the most challenging phases, crossing the 
strait at periscope depth, he said. “There was a great deal of complacency involved in 
the crew,” he said. “They had been at sea for 63 days operating in areas with high 
contact density.” After the collision, both ships limped into Bahrain, New Orleans with 
a giant gash in the hull and Hartford with a sail partially torn from its hull, among other 
damage. No one was seriously injured in either crew. Hartford’s damage was 
complicated and the ship is still in the yard. New Orleans rejoined the fleet from 
Bahrain. The commanding officer of Hartford and chief of the boat Master Chief 
Electronics Technician (SS) were both fired after the incident. 
Source: http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=4348422&c=AME&s=SEA 

26. October 28, Nation – (International) Pentagon investigating Iraq electrocution 
death. The Department of Defense has confirmed that the U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Command has launched a formal investigation into the electrocution 
death of a 25-year-old contractor, a U.S. Air Force veteran-turned private security 
contractor who died in a shower at the compound of his employer, Triple Canopy, at 
Camp Olympia inside Baghdad’s Green Zone on September 1, 2009. The State 
Department’s Regional Security Office is also investigating. The Department of 
Defense appears to be placing responsibility for the deadly incident squarely on Triple 

http://www.armytimes.com/news/2009/10/ap_midair_collision_103009/
http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=4348422&c=AME&s=SEA
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Canopy. “As part of the terms and conditions of the Joint Contracting Command-
Iraq/Afghanistan contract, Triple Canopy is solely responsible for providing billeting, 
showers, latrines and other life support activities to its employees at Camp Olympia,” 
according to the Under Secretary of Defense. The contractor is the nineteenth U.S. 
soldier or contractor to die from electrocution in Iraq since 2003. The Under Secretary 
added that the Joint Contracting Command-Iraq/Afghanistan “issued a cure notice to 
Triple Canopy” on September 4 informing the company that its electrical wiring was 
“inadequate.” Triple Canopy, he said, had responded and that its facility is currently 
under review. The contractor’s family has alleged that Triple Canopy representatives 
initially misled them about how he died. They also say that a Triple Canopy 
representative told them that the company had dismantled electrical wiring and other 
equipment in his quarters after his body was found, which could make it harder to 
determine the circumstances surrounding his death. The military is making its way 
through inspections at the more than 90,000 U.S.-run facilities in Iraq, a massive 
undertaking. According to the Associated Press, “KBR’s database lists 231 electric 
shock incidents in the more than 89,000 facilities the company runs in Iraq, according 
to military records.” As The Nation has previously reported, the Defense Department 
paid KBR more than $80 million in bonuses for contracts to install electrical wiring in 
Iraq. 
Source: http://www.thenation.com/doc/20091109/scahill2 

For more stories, see items 6 and 31  
 
[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

27. October 29, Dallas Morning News – (Texas) Weapons, police equipment stolen from 
SWAT supervisor’s vehicle in Old East Dallas. Dallas police are investigating the 
burglary of a SWAT supervisor’s vehicle from which thousands of dollars in weapons, 
ammunition, police uniforms and other equipment was taken, according to a police 
report. The burglary of the sergeant’s unmarked sport utility vehicle was reported early 
Thursday, the report said. Among the items stolen were a rifle, Dallas police badge, 
police radios and body armor. The burglar also took a device that sets off a harmless 
explosion and is sometimes used by officers to distract and apprehend suspects. Police 
said a department-wide alert was issued regarding the burglary. No arrests were 
reported in the case Thursday night, police said. 
Source: 
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/latestnews/stories/103009dnmetswat
.3e45bd1.html 

28. October 29, Albany Times Union – (New York) Staffing concerns after N.Y. 
firefighter trapped. After a Troy, New York, firefighter fell through a fire-weakened 
staircases while batting a residential fire, the Troy Uniformed Firefighters Association 
reiterated their complaint that an understaffed Station 2 in Troy has lead to numerous 
dangerous situations that are being ignored by city officials. The union is asking for 
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http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/latestnews/stories/103009dnmetswat.3e45bd1.html
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20091109/scahill2


 - 14 - 

two more firefighters per shift, for a total of five, to make up for what they said is a 56 
percent increase in call volumes. Currently, Station 2 has both a fire engine and 
medical vehicle but only staffs three, who are able to operate just one of the vehicles at 
a time. On Saturday, they received the call the residential fire at 6 a.m., but were 
already on a call in the medical vehicle. The fire engine sat unmanned and unable to 
respond in the station, forcing engines from across the city to make their way over. The 
firefighters blamed their colleague’s fall and also the trapping of two citizens in the 
basement on the extra three minutes it took for fire engines to reach the home. If there 
were two more firefighters at the station per shift, both the medical vehicle and fire 
engine could be used to respond, avoiding similar situations. 
Source: http://cms.firehouse.com/web/online/News/Staffing-Concerns-After-NY-
Firefighter-Trapped-/46$66398 

29. October 29, Grand Ledge Independent – (Michigan) Car damages Grand Ledge fire 
truck parked at station. On Wednesday night, a vehicle missed the curve of 
northbound M-100 and struck the Grand Ledge, Michigan, fire station, causing damage 
to the building and putting the department’s newest piece of fire equipment out of 
service. “It’s the first time in 30 years anyone hit this building,” the fire chief said. 
“They usually hit Big L (the lumber yard next door).” The ladder truck has been towed 
to Spartan Motors in Charlotte for repairs to the bumper, hose holder and door, and is 
not expected to be out of service for a significant length of time. “The building took the 
bulk of the hit, and the ladder truck took a secondary hit,” the chief said. The 
department’s ability to respond to fires has not been compromised, he added. One 
outside door at the station has been boarded up, and the brick pillar struck by the car is 
being examined by building inspectors to determine the scope of the damage. Damage 
estimates were not available at press time. 
Source: 
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20091029/GRANDLEDGE01/910290346/1
001/NEWS 

30. October 29, KTAL 6 Texarkana – (Louisiana) Emergency operation center moves to 
Shreveport. The Emergency Operation Center (EOC) moved to Shreveport about 10 
Thursday night after power and generators failed in the Bossier City location. 
Representatives from the Bossier City and Shreveport’s fire and police departments, 
Shreveport mayor’s office, Bossier Sheriff’s Office, Region 7 Hospitals, the Caddo-
Bossier Office of Emergency Preparedness’ director, and LA State Fire Marshal’s 
office piled on a Bossier City Marshal Office bus to move locations because the water 
was so high. All the EOC area agencies are able to coordinate their efforts through a 
sophisticated chat room. They share information like power outages, traffic problems, 
high water, fires and other emergencies. During the worst part of the storm there were 
multiple calls emergency responders could not get to immediately. The EOC will be 
open as long as needed, depending on the rising waters. 
Source: http://arklatexhomepage.com/content/fulltext/?cid=81171 

31. October 26, Reuters – (National) FBI lagging on translation efforts: report. The U.S. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has lost 3 percent of its linguists and failed to sift 
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through millions of documents as the agency’s workload of terrorism cases grows, 
according to a report issued on Monday. After the September 11, 2001 attacks, the FBI 
and U.S. intelligence agencies were widely and repeatedly criticized for failing to have 
enough linguists, especially for languages spoken in the Middle East, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. In addition to losing 40 of the 1,338 linguists the FBI had at its peak in 
March 2005, the agency now takes 19 months on average to hire a contract linguist, up 
from 16 months, the Justice Department’s inspector general found. The report also 
found that the FBI fell short in its hiring goals last year in all but two of the 14 
languages for which it had hiring goals, but the review did not identify which ones 
because that information was classified. While the FBI reviewed all of the 4.8 million 
foreign language documents and intercepts it collected for terrorism and criminal cases 
from fiscal year 2006 to 2008, 31 percent of some 46 million electronic files were not 
examined, most of them collected in fiscal 2008, the report said. Further, some 25 
percent of the 4.8 million audio hours collected from wiretaps and other surveillance 
between fiscal 2003 and 2008 had not been reviewed, mostly counterintelligence 
information but also some English material, the report said. To wade through that 
backlog, it would take 100 linguists and other personnel more than seven years if they 
worked the typical 40 hours a week, according to the report. Included in the material 
that had not been reviewed were some 737 hours of audio and 6,801 electronic files, 
some of it in English, that were deemed part of the FBI’s top tier of counterterrorism 
and counterintelligence cases in fiscal 2008. Responding to the report, FBI Deputy 
Director said the agency’s translation capabilities, including hiring and retaining 
linguists, are better than ever before. “I am confident that with respect to 
counterterrorism translation matters, we have made progress to address our collected 
material in a timely way,” he said in a statement. “With regard to counterintelligence 
collections, we are doing a careful job of prioritizing and monitoring the most 
important material,” he added. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/domesticNews/idUSTRE59P4Q020091026 

[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

32. October 30, Associated Press – (International) Cyberattacks traced To North 
Korea. The North Korean government was the source of high-profile cyberattacks in 
July that caused Web outages in South Korea and the United States, news reports said 
Friday. The IP address – the Web equivalent of a street address or phone number – that 
triggered the Web attacks was traced back to North Korea’s Ministry of Post and 
Telecommunications, the chief of South Korean’s main spy agency reportedly told 
lawmakers. The ministry leased the IP address from China, a individual of the National 
Intelligence Service told lawmakers Thursday, according to JoongAng Ilbo newspaper. 
South Korea’s Yonhap news agency carried a similar report. The spy agency declined 
to confirm the reports. Two lawmakers on parliament’s intelligence committee 
contacted Friday also refused to confirm the reports. The Unification Ministry, which 
monitors North Korea, said it cannot comment on intelligence matters. The July 
attacks, in which floods of computers tried to connect to a single Web site at the same 
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time to overwhelm the server, caused outages on prominent government-run sites in the 
U.S. and South Korea. Affected sites include those of the White House and the South’s 
presidential Blue House.  
Source: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/10/30/cyberattacks-traced-to-
no_n_339701.html 

33. October 30, IDG News Services – (National) Spammer ordered to pay Facebook 
$711 million. Facebook was awarded $711 million in damages from a convicted 
spammer on Thursday, but the social networking site is hoping a separate criminal 
action will eventually send him to jail. Three men were sued by Facebook in February 
for allegedly obtaining the login credentials for accounts. The accounts were then used 
to send spam to those users’ friends starting around November 2008. The spam either 
linked to other phishing sites that sought to collect more Facebook account credentials 
or linked to other commercial Web sites that paid spammers for referrals. Facebook 
“doesn’t expect to receive the vast majority of the award,” according to a company 
blog. According to court filings, one of the men filed a bankruptcy petition in U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nevada earlier this year, although the petition was 
eventually dismissed. However, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
California has sent a request to the U.S. Attorney’s Office to prosecute one of the men 
for criminal contempt. The court came up with the $711 million figure by awarding $50 
per violation of the CAN-SPAM Act. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9140145/Spammer_ordered_to_pay_Faceboo
k_711_million 

34. October 29, Federal Bureau of Investigation – (International) Former CEO of 
YouSendIt charged with denial of service of attack. A former CEO of YouSendIt 
Inc., was indicted by a federal grand jury yesterday with four counts of mail fraud, a 
United States Attorney announced. The indictment states that between December 2008 
and June 2009 the former CEO used the ApacheBench software program to launch four 
denial of service (DOS) attacks against YouSendIt’s servers. Each DOS attack 
temporarily rendered the servers incapable of handling legitimate network traffic and 
deprived YouSendIt’s customers use of the company’s services. YouSendIt is a 
company based in Campbell, California, that is engaged in the business of digital 
content delivery through the Internet. YouSendIt enables users to send, receive and 
track large files of digital data. According to the indictment, when the company was 
established in 2004, the former CEO was one of YouSendIt’s founders. He served as 
the company’s chief executive officer until August 2005. Thereafter, the former CEO 
served as the company’s chief technology officer until he departed from YouSendIt in 
November 2006. The maximum statutory penalty for each count of mail fraud in 
violation 18 U.S.C. Â§Â§ 1030(a)(5)(A) & (c)(4)(A) is five years imprisonment, three 
years of supervised release and a fine of $250,000, plus restitution if appropriate. 
However, any sentence following conviction would be imposed by the court after 
consideration of the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and the federal statute governing the 
imposition of a sentence, 18 U.S.C. Â§ 3553.  
Source: http://sanfrancisco.fbi.gov/dojpressrel/pressrel09/sf102909.htm 
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35. October 29, DarkReading – (International) New Honeypot mimics the web 
vulnerabilities attackers want to exploit. A next-generation Web server honeypot 
project is under way that poses as Web servers with thousands of vulnerabilities in 
order to gather firsthand data from real attacks targeting Websites. Unlike other Web 
honeypots, the new open-source Glastopf tool dynamically emulates vulnerabilities 
attackers are looking for, so it’s more realistic and can gather more detailed attack 
information, according to its developers. “Many attackers are checking the 
vulnerability of the application before they inject malicious code. My project is the first 
Web application honeypot with a working vulnerability emulator able to respond 
properly to attacker requests,” says the individual who created Glastopf. The creator 
who is also a student, built Glastopf through the Google Summer of Code (Gsoc) 2009 
program, where student developers write code for open-source projects. His Web 
honeypot was one of the Honeynet Project’s Gsoc projects. Unlike other Web 
honeypots that use templates posing as real Web apps, Glastopf basically adapts to the 
attack and can automatically detect and allow an unknown attack. Glastopf uses a 
combination of known signatures of vulnerabilities and also records the keywords an 
attacker uses when visiting the honeypot to ensure it gets indexed in search engines, 
which attackers often use to find new targets. The project uses a central database to 
gather the Web attack data from the Glastopf honeypot sensors installed by participants 
who want to share their data with the database. Aside from researchers, ISPs and Web 
hosting companies could use Glastopf to collect data about ongoing attacks, the 
creators mentor says. “They can, for example, find compromised servers in their space 
that host PHP bots, or other data related to remote file inclusion vulnerabilities,” he 
says. The Glastopf creator says he’s working with ISPs in Germany and France, as well 
as universities in Germany and an anti-abuse team in the Netherlands, on the project. 
The organizations hope to use the honeypot data to generate abuse tickets, shut down 
servers that are hosting malware, and to track the bad guys. “We are planning to set up 
a publicly accessible Web interface to your central database to illustrate the impact of 
Web-based attacks against Web applications,” he says.  
Source: http://www.darkreading.com/database_security/security/app-
security/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=221300001&subSection=Application+Security 

36. October 29, IDG News Services – (National) U.S. cyber war policy needs new focus, 
experts say. U.S. policies toward defending against cyber warfare need to take a 
different approach than the government has against other forms of attack, three 
cybersecurity experts said on October 29. It will be difficult for the U.S. government to 
voice and follow through with a policy of cyber deterrence, like it has with nuclear 
attacks, said a senior management scientist specializing in cybersecurity at Rand, a 
nonprofit think tank. First, it’s difficult to identify attackers, especially when some 
nations appear to be sponsoring private attackers, he said during a meeting of the 
Congressional Cyber Caucus in Washington. But it may also be difficult for the U.S. to 
follow through with threats of counterattacks, when U.S. cyber experts don’t know how 
much damage the attacks could do, he added. With cyberattacks, some countries may 
be willing to gamble on the U.S. capability, unlike with nuclear attacks, he said. “Any 
deterrence policy is designed to scare people away,” he said. “The problem is, though, 
if you can’t execute it, you’re bluffing. It’s possible to believe people will call our 
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bluff. If it turns out we can’t do what we say, we not only look embarrassed for 
ourselves, but we end up calling all of our other deterrents into question.” The senior 
management scientist and two other cybersecurity experts, talking to members of the 
Congress and their staff members, said that crafting the right cyber war policy will be 
difficult. The forum was organized by members of Congress interested in cyber defense 
policy.  
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9140131/U.S._cyber_war_policy_needs_new
_focus_experts_say 

37. October 28, DarkReading – (International) Facebook phishing attack powered by 
Zeus botnet, researchers say. A new attack on Facebook users is a cunning 
combination of social engineering, Trojan horses, and botnets, according to researchers 
who’ve been studying it. The new phishing email, which masquerades as a message 
from Facebook, promises to give users a new and easier login process. The “new login 
system” is thoughtfully sent with the user’s username already filled in, researchers say. 
All the user has to do is “give your password to update your account.” According to a 
blog by researchers at security company AppRiver, the phishing attack has been spotted 
on smartphones using Facebook applications, where it carries the actual Facebook logo. 
AppRiver says the attack emanates from the Zeus botnet, and researchers are seeing 
“Facebook phishing emails at a rate of about 1,000 messages per minute per domain 
used, with about 30 domains being utilized. That’s 30,000 messages per minute from 
this botnet, or 500 per second. On top of that, we’ve already seen about 1.65 million 
messages from this campaign.” In some cases, the exploit has been seen as an official 
Facebook message that asks the reader to click on a link to receive an updated 
Facebook password. Clicking on that link causes the user to download the Bredolab 
Trojan, according to researchers at MX Lab.  
Source: 
http://www.darkreading.com/security/attacks/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=221100157
&subSection=Attacks/breaches 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Website: http://www.us-cert.gov. 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Website: https://www.it-isac.org/.  
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38. October 30, Monroe News-Star – (Louisiana) 600 Sicily Island residents without 
telephone service. About 600 Sicily Island, Louisiana, residents are without home 
telephone service after an AT&T fiber optic cable snapped Wednesday night and fell 
into the Mississippi River. AT&T said the company has ordered a replacement cable 
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and will install it as soon as it arrives. “We’re scrambling to replace it as soon as 
possible,” an AT and T representative said. “Our crews will work around the clock to 
get it done.” The representative said she believed the cable was downed by inclement 
weather. She did not have an estimate on when service will be restored. 
Source: http://www.thenewsstar.com/article/20091030/NEWS01/910300311 

39. October 29, Pine Journal – (Minnesota) FCC mandates county to upgrade radio 
communications system. Carlton County, Minnesota, will soon join other counties 
throughout the nation in facing a costly upgrade of its public radio communications 
system. In a series of reports to the county board on Monday, commissioners learned 
that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has mandated that all entities 
utilizing public radio communications systems must upgrade to a narrowband system 
by January 1, 2013. What that boils down to is the necessity to migrate to radio 
frequencies of a narrower band width that will accommodate more information while at 
the same time taking up less radio spectrum. Most current public safety radio systems 
currently use 25 kHz-wide channels, but beginning in 2013, the FCC will require that 
all non-Federal public safety licensees migrate to narrowband 12.5 kHz channels. At an 
undetermined date in the future, that requirement will likely be reduced still further to 
6.25 kHz. The move comes, in part, in the face of a rapidly increasing demand for radio 
frequencies due to the prevalence of cell phones and other personal communications 
devices. 
Source: http://callcenterinfo.tmcnet.com/news/2009/10/29/4453832.htm 
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Commercial Facilities Sector 
 
See item 11  
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National Monuments and Icons Sector 

40. October 30, Dayton Daily News – (Ohio) Air Force base plans ‘controlled burn’ at 
Huffman Prairie. Wright-Patterson Air Force Base environmental personnel and Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources staff plan to conduct a controlled burn of Huffman 
Prairie on Tuesday, November 3, weather permitting. Huffman Prairie, the field where 
Wilbur and Orville Wright flew their plane more than a century ago to demonstrate 
practical flight, is part of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. It also is a unit of the 
National Park Service’s Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park. The 
controlled burn is used to maintain and expand existing prairie vegetation as well as 
prohibit the spread of invasive woody species in an effort to restore Huffman Prairie to 
its natural state, base officials said Friday, October 30, in announcing the plan. The fire 
will send up black smoke which will be visible to nearby residents, base personnel and 
those traveling on thoroughfares near the base, officials said. 

http://callcenterinfo.tmcnet.com/news/2009/10/29/4453832.htm
http://www.thenewsstar.com/article/20091030/NEWS01/910300311
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Source: http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/dayton-news/air-force-base-plans-
controlled-burn-at-huffman-prairie-375757.html 

[Return to top]  

Dams Sector 

41. October 30, Times-Georgian – (Georgia) Hunter Park lake dam damaged by 
flood. The dam at the Hunter Memorial Park Lake in Georgia was damaged by 
September’s heavy rains and flooding. According to the director of parks and recreation 
for the city, water rose some three inches over the top of the 15-20 feet high natural 
earthen dam, causing significant erosion of the dam and surrounding area. It also 
washed away vegetation, the ballast around the kids’ train tracks and spilled water all 
over, forcing the closing of the walking track, the lower pavilion and the large 
playground. The city manager said that the Federal Emergency Management 
Association (FEMA) was contacted and felt there was significant damage to the dam. 
The city is now working with FEMA to see if it is eligible for recovery funds and to see 
what steps to take to alleviate stress on the dam, he said. One suggestion and 
subsequent action was to drain the lake. “In the interest of safety first, we needed to 
reduce pressure on the earthen dam by lowering the water level,” he said. The city 
rented equipment from a company that handles such projects and used pumps to reduce 
the level, he said. It took two six-inch pipes running 24 hours, seven days a week, to 
drain the lake. Upon closer inspection, FEMA does not think the problem is as severe 
as once thought, he said. But he added that there are still repairs to be made to the dam.  
Source: http://www.times-georgian.com/pages/full_story/push?article-
Hunter+Park+lake+dam+damaged+by+flood &id=4202855-
Hunter+Park+lake+dam+damaged+by+flood&instance=west_ga_news 

42. October 29, Seattle Post Intelligencer – (Washington) 300,000 might have to evacuate 
if Green River floods. As many as 300,000 people might have to be evacuated if a 
major flood occurs in the Green River Valley this winter, officials said Thursday. One 
of the biggest challenges could be evacuating people around Southcenter Mall in 
Tukwila, where more than 150,000 vehicles can be parked at the shopping center and 
other businesses during holidays. Previous estimates have been that 25,000 to 30,000 
people in the valley could lose their homes in a major flood but “the number of people 
who may have to be evacuated could be somewhere on the order of 200.000 to 300,000 
if it occurs during the day when people are at work (and at) businesses,” said Tukwila’s 
emergency management director. “There are really only three routes out” of that area, 
he said, making the evacuation “very challenging.” Floods, if they occur this year, 
could come earlier than usual and would be a new experience for some residents of 
King County’s Green River Valley, a weather forecaster says. With the damaged 
Howard Hanson Dam unable to hold back as much water as it usually does, rainfall as 
heavy as last winter’s could result in more water being emptied into the river and some 
of it topping levees. Residents are being advised to contact King County or the cities 
where they live for flood information. Those include Auburn, Kent, Renton, and 
Tukwila. The Corps has posted four possible flood scenarios on its Website. The maps, 

http://www.times-georgian.com/pages/full_story/push?article-Hunter+Park+lake+dam+damaged+by+flood%20&id=4202855-Hunter+Park+lake+dam+damaged+by+flood&instance=west_ga_news
http://www.times-georgian.com/pages/full_story/push?article-Hunter+Park+lake+dam+damaged+by+flood%20&id=4202855-Hunter+Park+lake+dam+damaged+by+flood&instance=west_ga_news
http://www.times-georgian.com/pages/full_story/push?article-Hunter+Park+lake+dam+damaged+by+flood%20&id=4202855-Hunter+Park+lake+dam+damaged+by+flood&instance=west_ga_news
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/dayton-news/air-force-base-plans-controlled-burn-at-huffman-prairie-375757.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/dayton-news/air-force-base-plans-controlled-burn-at-huffman-prairie-375757.html
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based on computer modeling, show flooding at depths of 1 to 10 feet in the Kent area, 
south to 277th Street if the river flow reaches 13,900 cfs at Auburn. At flows of 25,000 
cfs, the maps show flooding of up to 10 feet west of state Route 167 in Tukwila, both 
sides of the highway in Kent and east of it in Auburn. The corps says those estimates 
“may vary from actual events” but did not say how likely the scenarios were. It said the 
maps do not take into account any recent work to raise levees along the river or any 
other private measures that could redirect the flow of water. 
Source: http://www.seattlepi.com/local/411670_floods29.html?source=mypi 
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