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 According to the Washington Post, two pilots of a Northwest Airlines jet that overshot a 
Minneapolis airport by 150 miles last week might have lost track of time partly because 
they were using laptops, a violation of company policy, U.S. air safety investigators said 
October 26. (See item 22) 

 SCMagazine reports that a criminal phishing group called Avalanche was responsible for 
nearly a quarter of all phishing attacks identified during the first half of this year, according 
to a recently released Anti-Phishing Working Group (APWG) report. (See item 18) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. October 27, KWES 9 Midland – (Texas) Three injured in Alon refinery incident. The 
Big Spring Fire Marshal and Alon are investigating after an incident at the Alon 
Refinery on the evening of October 26. Authorities tell NewsWest 9, that a small 
explosion occurred inside the boiler room at the Refinery. Three people were injured 
when the explosion took place, and one has been airlifted by helicopter to the hospital 
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in Odessa. All injuries are said to be non-life threatening. The cause of the explosion is 
still under investigation. 
Source: http://www.newswest9.com/Global/story.asp?S=11388011 

2. October 27, Associated Press – (Mississippi) Chevron reports spilling of 
sulfur. Chevron Corp. says a pipeline leak at its Pascagoula refinery dumped molten 
sulfur into Bayou Casotte on October 25. A Chevron spokesman says the spill 
happened about 11 a.m. on October 25 while a barge was being loaded with the hot, 
liquid sulfur. He tells the Mississippi Press in Pascagoula that the sulfur cooled into a 
solid state once in the water. He says the pipeline repair should be completed on 
October 27 and divers would retrieve the solid blocks of sulfur from the bayou floor. 
The refinery, which refines up to 330,000 barrels of crude oil a day, removes sulfur 
from the oil when making its fuel products. 
Source: http://www.wztv.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.al/33d28493-
www.fox17.com.shtml 

3. October 26, Puerto Rico Federal Affairs Administration – (Puerto Rico) Puerto Rico 
fire extinguished. The Puerto Rican governor announced on October 25 that the fire 
that began the morning of October 23 at a fuel storage tank facility in Bayamon, Puerto 
Rico has been extinguished. Firefighters continue their work and are cooling down the 
affected tanks. The governor also announced that U.S. President had declared an 
emergency exists in Puerto Rico, and has made necessary federal resources available 
for the five Puerto Rico municipalities affected. The governor indicated that the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency has begun to rapidly inspect the impact area, along 
with the Puerto Rico Police Department, in order to determine the agency’s role in the 
investigation and clean-up of the zone. The governor said that the Puerto Rico National 
Guard and Puerto Rico Electrical Power Authority found that none of the fuel lines 
from the refinery to the nearby electric plant in the Palo Seco sector of Catano have 
been damaged. The U.S. Coast Guard has lifted the security zone that was previously 
established in the southern part of San Juan Bay, and that all maritime operations return 
to normal. The Puerto Rico State Emergency Management and Disaster Administration 
Agency will coordinate with structural engineers in order to evaluate damages to 
residences and determine, along with the municipality’s mayor and municipal 
personnel, the safety of the structures so that residents can return to their residences. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS37064+26-Oct-
2009+PRN20091026 

4. October 26, Ogden Standard-Examiner – (Utah) Refineries to hold emergency 
response drills. Holly Oil will hold an emergency response drill run by the Salt Lake 
Valley Mutual Aid Group the morning of October 28. According to Holly’s Web site, 
members of the Mutual Aid Group and other organizations participating with Holly in 
the exercise include the South Davis Metro Fire Department, the West Bountiful and 
Woods Cross police departments, the Tesoro, Chevron, Flying J, and Silver Eagle 
refineries, and Pioneer Pipeline. A safety health and security manager for Holly said 
each refinery has its own emergency response team but this drill is for the refineries to 
practice working together, jointly using all of their equipment. He said the drill will 

http://www.wztv.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.al/33d28493-www.fox17.com.shtml
http://www.wztv.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.al/33d28493-www.fox17.com.shtml
http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS37064+26-Oct-2009+PRN20091026
http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS37064+26-Oct-2009+PRN20091026
http://www.newswest9.com/Global/story.asp?S=11388011
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simulate an explosion and fire in a large gasoline storage tank and the potential release 
of gasoline into Mill Creek. Holly’s Web site said the refinery’s fire and evacuation 
alarms will sound off as part of the drill. 
Source: http://www.standard.net/topics/business/2009/10/26/refineries-hold-
emergency-response-drills 

5. October 26, New York Daily News – (New York) Two injured as propane tank 
triggers powerful explosion in Flushing, Queens home. Two people were injured the 
evening of October 26 when a powerful propane explosion ripped through a Queens, 
New York, home. The explosion, caused by a propane tank, triggered a two-alarm 
response from 110 firefighters and paramedics. Firefighters pulled the two injured 
victims from the debris. Their names were not immediately released. The victims were 
taken to New York-Presbyterian Hospital Weill Cornell. Both suffered burns but 
appeared likely to survive, a Fire Department New York (FDNY) spokesman said. The 
accidental explosion occurred while the man was “bleeding” a 20-pound propane tank 
near the houses’s rear doorway, said an assistant FDNY chief. It appeared the propane 
wafted into the house and was ignited either by a light switch, or some other source, he 
told reporters at the scene. The front wall of the two-story brick rowhouse was left 
buckled out by the explosion. 
Source: http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2009/10/26/2009-10-
26_two_hurt_as_powerful_explosion_rips_through_home_in_queens_gas_leak_suspec
ted.html 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

6. October 26, Bay City Times – (Michigan) Anhydrous ammonia leak at Dow 
AgroSciences in Harbor Beach was under control in minutes. About 2:45 p.m., a 
10,000-gallon anhydrous ammonia tank sprung a leak at Dow AgroSciences, 305 N. 
Huron (M-25), said the Harbor Beach, MI Fire Chief. “There was a malfunction on a 
tank and a small leak,” he said. “They have precautionaries set up and a deluge system 
so everything was contained to the area. Everything worked out fine.” Emergency 
responders had the release under control in about 15 minutes, he said. “We work with 
(Dow) on a monthly basis,” the chief said. “We are very familiar with everything they 
have down there. In this case, everything went as planned.” Anhydrous ammonia has a 
variety of applications from agricultural fertilizers to explosives to production of the 
illicit drug methamphetamine. Its dangers lie in its explosive properties and as a 
respiratory irritant if inhaled. 
Source: 
http://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw/index.ssf/2009/10/anhydrous_ammonia_leak_at_
dow.html 

7. October 26, WTHR 13 Indianapolis – (Indiana) Southwest side chemical leak 
prompts road closures. A chemical leak prompted several road closures and some 
children who live in the neighborhood were kept at school until the leak was contained. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2009/10/26/2009-10-26_two_hurt_as_powerful_explosion_rips_through_home_in_queens_gas_leak_suspected.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2009/10/26/2009-10-26_two_hurt_as_powerful_explosion_rips_through_home_in_queens_gas_leak_suspected.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2009/10/26/2009-10-26_two_hurt_as_powerful_explosion_rips_through_home_in_queens_gas_leak_suspected.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw/index.ssf/2009/10/anhydrous_ammonia_leak_at_dow.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw/index.ssf/2009/10/anhydrous_ammonia_leak_at_dow.html
http://www.standard.net/topics/business/2009/10/26/refineries-hold-emergency-response-drills
http://www.standard.net/topics/business/2009/10/26/refineries-hold-emergency-response-drills
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The leak was under control by 5:45 p.m. and the roads were open again. It happened at 
Vertellus/Reilly Industries plant just after 2:00 pm. A Haz-mat team responded to the 
scene. There were no reports of any injuries. Police closed several roads while 
emergency crews dealt with the leak. Fire officials did not require residents to evacuate, 
but told them to “shelter in place” until the leak was contained. According to Wayne 
Township fire fighters, the substance was 2-vinyl pyridine, a chemical that smells like 
rotten eggs. 
Source: http://www.wthr.com/Global/story.asp?S=11384614 

For another story, see item 23  
 
[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

8. October 27, Associated Press – (National) NRC urges plants to use 
broadband. Many homes and businesses have long since upgraded to broadband 
Internet, and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) wants nuclear plants in 
Missouri and elsewhere to do the same. A St. Louis radio station on Monday cited an 
NRC memo to AmerenUE and other nuclear plants urging the upgrade. The move 
would be voluntary, but regulators called dial-up “obsolete.” But a Ameren spokesman 
says the current system in place “works and works well.” He says Ameren is concerned 
that with broadband, hackers might find a way into the system. Regulators’ biggest fear 
is a busy signal in the event of a crisis. The commission memo says it would use a 
virtual private network that would create a secure data pathway between plants and 
NRC headquarters. 
Source: 
http://newstribune.com/articles/2009/10/27/news_state/065state30nrcboradband09.txt 

9. October 27, Nuclear Engineering International – (Ohio) Bechtel win Davis-Besse 
upgrade contract. Bechtel Power Corporation has won a contract to provide 
engineering, procurement and construction services for replacement of two steam 
generators and the reactor vessel closure head at Davis-Besse nuclear power station in 
Oak Harbor, Ohio. Davis-Besse, operated by FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company 
is a 971MW pressurized water reactor. The replacement steam generators, which are 
each about 74 feet tall, 12 feet in diameter and weigh 550 tons, will be installed during 
the scheduled refueling outage in early 2014. Bechtel will deploy over 500 people to 
support the replacement project. Bechtel was the original Architect Engineer for Davis-
Besse when the plant was constructed in the 1970s. It also replaced the RPV head in 
2002, after a football-sized cavity – caused by corrosion – was discovered in the vessel 
head. Although the corrosion did not lead to an accident, it was considered to be a 
serious nuclear safety incident. The plant remained shut down until 2004 and the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission imposed conditions on its restart. 
Source: 
http://www.neimagazine.com/story.asp?sectionCode=132&storyCode=2054496 

http://newstribune.com/articles/2009/10/27/news_state/065state30nrcboradband09.txt
http://www.neimagazine.com/story.asp?sectionCode=132&storyCode=2054496
http://www.wthr.com/Global/story.asp?S=11384614
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10. October 26, Aiken Standard – (South Carolina) Funds quicken SRS waste 
removal. Earlier this month, a shipment off-site of seven barrels of tritium and 
mercury-contaminated oil put the Savannah River Site on a fast track to remove legacy 
mixed waste originally scheduled for disposition in 2053. “Not only is it radioactive for 
its tritium content, it is hazardous for mercury, which can make treatment of this waste 
challenging,” said the Savannah River Nuclear Solutions project engineer. “We had 
plans to let all of it decay to be able to ship it off-site in the future.” Decaying would 
have taken 10 to 50 years. Instead, funding from the Recovery Act accelerated the 
project as part of the cleanup that will reduce the footprint of the Site by 67 percent. In 
essence, the removal of the mixed waste frees space in N Area, allowing for the 
consolidation of the remaining waste from a total of 30,000 square feet of space to a 
smaller 3,600-square-foot facility in E Area. 
Source: http://www.aikenstandard.com/Local/1027Waste 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

11. October 27, Dow Jones Newswires – (International) Toshiba: Received subpoena 
from US Justice Department. Toshiba Corp. said on October 27 a 51%-owned joint 
venture has received a subpoena from the U.S. Department of Justice regarding an 
investigation related to its optical disk drive business. However Toshiba declined to say 
specifically what matter the DOJ is investigating. The company’s comments came after 
the Nikkei reported in its Tuesday morning edition that the U.S. justice department is 
investigating possible antitrust violations by the American optical disk drive operations 
of Toshiba Corp., Hitachi Ltd. and Sony Corp. The Justice Department has ordered 
Toshiba Samsung Storage Technology Corp. - a joint venture with South Korea’s 
Samsung Electronics Co. - and Hitachi-LG Data Storage Inc. to provide information, 
while Sony Optiarc America Inc. has also been asked to cooperate, the newspaper 
reported. “Our joint venture (with Samsung) will be cooperating with the 
investigation,” a Toshiba spokesman said. 
Source: http://www.nasdaq.com/aspx/stock-market-news-
story.aspx?storyid=200910262119dowjonesdjonline000414&title=toshibareceived-
subpoena-from-us-justice-department 

12. October 26, Muncie Star Press – (Indiana) Former Frank Foundry catches fire. A 
fire at an abandoned factory in Muncie, Indiana, is out after the Muncie Fire 
Department battled flames on October 26. All units of the fire department were 
dispatched to the factory, the former Frank Foundry, around 10:40 p.m. Monday after a 
passerby called Delaware County Emergency Communications. The fire department 
used 30,000-40,000 gallons of water to extinguish the flames inside the building, the 
Muncie Fire Battalion Chief said. The fire was out in about half an hour, he said. A 
hazmat crew looked for hazardous materials within the building, but found none. The 
fire department was concerned chemicals might get into the water used to extinguish 
the fire and run into the sewer system, the chief said. 
Source: http://www.thestarpress.com/article/20091026/NEWS06/310260002 

http://www.aikenstandard.com/Local/1027Waste
http://www.nasdaq.com/aspx/stock-market-news-story.aspx?storyid=200910262119dowjonesdjonline000414&title=toshibareceived-subpoena-from-us-justice-department
http://www.nasdaq.com/aspx/stock-market-news-story.aspx?storyid=200910262119dowjonesdjonline000414&title=toshibareceived-subpoena-from-us-justice-department
http://www.nasdaq.com/aspx/stock-market-news-story.aspx?storyid=200910262119dowjonesdjonline000414&title=toshibareceived-subpoena-from-us-justice-department
http://www.thestarpress.com/article/20091026/NEWS06/310260002
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[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

13. October 27, Air Force Times – (National) Top Defense auditor forced from post. The 
Pentagon’s chief auditor was forced from her post on October 26 following sharp 
criticism from lawmakers over failures to hold defense contractors accountable for 
overcharges and poor performance. The director of the Defense Contract Audit Agency 
since February 2008 has been reassigned to a new position inside the Pentagon and 
replaced by a senior civilian Army official, according to internal e-mail messages. 
While the Defense Department cast the shift as a desire to bring a fresh perspective to 
an organization critical to stemming waste and fraud in military spending, mounting 
concern on Capitol Hill with the agency’s management practices and independence was 
a major factor in the decision. Among the problems were repeated failures to meet 
government auditing standards, a lack of planning and supervision, auditors being 
pressured to rush their work to meet productivity goals, and audit findings being 
changed to favor contractors without evidence to support the switch. Many of the 
problems existed before she took over as director. A report issued in September by the 
GAO said investigators reviewed 69 audits by DCAA and found 65 of them had serious 
deficiencies. The democratic chairwoman of the subcommittee on contracting oversight 
said an overhaul is long overdue. 
Source: http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/2009/10/ap_pentagon_auditor_102709/ 

14. October 26, Associated Press – (New Mexico) Physicists say former Los Alamos 
scientist no spy. Several scientists familiar with the work of a former Los Alamos 
nuclear physicist whose house was searched by the FBI say he is not a spy. An Ex-Los 
Alamos National Laboratory physicist insists the U.S. government is wrongly targeting 
him for espionage. No charges have been filed. Another retired physicist from 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in California calls the FBI action foolish. In 
the raid last week, the FBI seized computers, letters, photographs, books and cell 
phones from the home of the accused. An FBI spokesman has confirmed the agency is 
pursuing an investigation but declined further comment. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hW_1MTTOw2elptmI4jEbPxK
PwJMwD9BJ14N82 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

15. October 26, American Banker – (National) 2009 bank failures in triple digits after 7 
banks fall. Failures in 2009 shot past the 100-mark late Friday as regulators swooped 
into seven community banks in the Midwest and southeast. The evening began with the 
failure of $65 million-asset Partners Bank in Naples, Florida, bringing the year’s toll to 
100 for the first time since the savings and loan crisis. When all was said and done, 
banks in five states totaling over $1 billion in assets were closed, leaving the 

http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/2009/10/ap_pentagon_auditor_102709/
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hW_1MTTOw2elptmI4jEbPxKPwJMwD9BJ14N82
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hW_1MTTOw2elptmI4jEbPxKPwJMwD9BJ14N82
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government with $357 million more in losses. The collapse marked the first year of 
triple-digit failures year since 122 institutions collapsed in 1992. Since then, the most 
failures in a given year were 41 — in 1993. Partners, a thrift, was one of three Florida 
institutions to fail on October 23. Regulators also closed $83 million-asset Hillcrest 
Bank in Naples and $190 million-asset Flagship National Bank in Bradenton. The 
remaining four failed banks were: $108 million-asset Riverview Community Bank in 
Otsego, Minnesota; $327 million-asset Bank of Elmwood in Racine, Wisconsin; $111 
million-asset American United Bank in Lawrenceville, Georgia; and $279 million-asset 
First Dupage Bank in Westmont, Illinois. 
Source: http://www.bankinvestmentconsultant.com/news/seven-more-bank-failures-
2664307-1.html 

16. October 26, Bloomberg – (Illinois) Equipment acquisition was Ponzi scheme, officer 
says. Equipment Acquisition Resources Inc., the seller of refurbished semiconductor-
making machinery that filed for bankruptcy October 23, was a Ponzi scheme that wiped 
out as much as $175 million borrowed from lenders, the company’s chief restructuring 
officer said. The restructuring officer of the turnaround firm Development Specialists 
Inc., was selected by shareholders to reorganize the Palatine, Illinois-based company 
after Chief Executive Officer and her husband, whose role at the company wasn’t 
specified, resigned on October 8. “This is a giant fraud, a Ponzi scheme which we 
discovered two days after we were put into it,” he said on October 26 in an interview. 
He declined to say who he believed was responsible. Equipment Acquisition, founded 
in 1991, listed assets of as much as $50 million and secured debt of about $135 million 
in Chapter 11 papers in U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Chicago. Its unsecured debt wasn’t 
listed. Earlier lenders were repaid with proceeds from newer ones, he said. 
Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=abkXLdes7X7o 

17. October 26, Manitowoc Herald Times Reporter – (California) Police warn against 
credit card ‘phishing’ scam. The police department is reminding residents not to give 
out personal information over the phone after receiving reports on October 26 of a 
“phishing” scam. According to the press release, residents have received calls from an 
automated phone recording that claims it is contacting the recipient on behalf of local 
financial institutions. It further claims that if the recipient of the call has a credit or 
debit card, that card may have been compromised. The recording then asks the recipient 
to press 2 to continue, followed by asking for the recipient’s 16-digit card number, 
according to the release. Police are asking that anyone who receives the call hang up 
immediately. Anyone who has received a call or has questions about their account 
should call their credit card company or bank directly. 
Source: http://www.htrnews.com/article/20091026/MAN0101/91026146/1984 

18. October 26, SCMagazine – (International) Avalanche the most prolific phishing 
group of 2009. A criminal phishing group called Avalanche was responsible for nearly 
a quarter of all phishing attacks identified during the first half of this year, according to 
a recently released Anti-Phishing Working Group (APWG) report. “Avalanche began 
attacks in December 2008 and ramped up significantly in early 2009, quickly becoming 
the most prolific and dangerous operation on the internet,” the report states. The 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=abkXLdes7X7o
http://www.htrnews.com/article/20091026/MAN0101/91026146/1984
http://www.bankinvestmentconsultant.com/news/seven-more-bank-failures-2664307-1.html
http://www.bankinvestmentconsultant.com/news/seven-more-bank-failures-2664307-1.html
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Avalanche cybercrime group, which has spoofed more than 30 financial institutions, 
along with other online services and job search companies, was responsible for 24 
percent of all phishing attacks during the first half of the year, according to the 
APWG’s Global Phishing Survey, released recently. “These attacks involve domain 
names registered by the phishers, set up on name servers controlled by the phishers, 
and hosted on a fast-flux network of apparently compromised consumer-level 
machines,” the report states. Fast-flux hosting often increases the longevity of an attack 
site because it makes it more difficult to get the domain taken down, the report states. 
The Avalanche gang registers domains at one to three registrars at a time, looking for 
potentially inattentive or vulnerable domain registrars that will not notice the crimes 
being committed, the report concluded. In one attack, for example, the gang chose a 
registrar in small country and used stolen credit card numbers from consumers in that 
country to evade detection. If a registrar does suspend the domains, the Avalanche gang 
simply begins registering domains elsewhere. 
Source: http://www.scmagazineus.com/avalanche-the-most-prolific-phishing-group-of-
2009/article/156216/ 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

19. October 27, Pensacola News Journal – (Florida) Flight deck officer leaves gun on 
plane in Pensacola. A federal flight deck officer left his gun aboard a plane that landed 
at Pensacola’s airport Sunday. The officer left the loaded .40-caliber pistol, a magazine 
for the gun and some .40-caliber ammunition in a bag under a seat on the plane. The 
gun was in a holster that had a lock on it. He was aboard a flight from Atlanta that 
landed in Pensacola at 10:37 p.m. Sunday. The gun was found on the airplane while it 
was being cleaned, the police report said. The officer called the airport at 11:50 p.m. 
Sunday to inquire about the gun. He said he did not realize that he did not have the gun 
until after he arrived at his Gulf Breeze home, the report said. The Transportation 
Security Administration developed the federal flight deck officer program after the 
September 11 terrorist attack. The program allows certain flight crew members to carry 
guns on flights. 
Source: 
http://www.pnj.com/article/20091027/NEWS01/910270314/1006/NEWS01/Flight-
deck-officer-leaves-gun-on-plane-in-Pensacola 

20. October 27, WTHR 13 Indianapolis – (Indiana) Crews reopen all lanes shutdown 
after tanker explosion. An easier drive for commuters as two busy Indianapolis 
interstates are open in every direction. The ramp from southbound I-69 to southbound 
I-465 reopened around a.m. Tuesday. That ramp was shut down when a tanker truck 
flipped and exploded last Thursday damaging an overpass. Inspectors looked into the 
damage caused by the wreck and crews worked to shore up the roadway. The 
southbound ramp is the last of several closures in the area to open back up to traffic. 
Source: http://www.wthr.com/Global/story.asp?S=11388986 

http://www.pnj.com/article/20091027/NEWS01/910270314/1006/NEWS01/Flight-deck-officer-leaves-gun-on-plane-in-Pensacola
http://www.pnj.com/article/20091027/NEWS01/910270314/1006/NEWS01/Flight-deck-officer-leaves-gun-on-plane-in-Pensacola
http://www.wthr.com/Global/story.asp?S=11388986
http://www.scmagazineus.com/avalanche-the-most-prolific-phishing-group-of-2009/article/156216/
http://www.scmagazineus.com/avalanche-the-most-prolific-phishing-group-of-2009/article/156216/
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21. October 27, WTMJ 4 Milwaukee – (California) Midwest Airlines jet in near-collision 
on runway. The Federal Aviation Administration is investigating a near-collision 
involving a Midwest jet on a runway at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). The 
Midwest jet, flight 1503 from Milwaukee, had landed at LAX and was taxing toward a 
runway on which a Northwest Airlines aircraft was taking off. A witness told the Los 
Angeles Times the two planes passed within 15 feet of each other. The flight from 
Milwaukee was supposed to stop 200 feet from the edge of the parallel runway, but 
kept on going. An air traffic controller saw what was happening and ordered the aircraft 
to stop. 
Source: http://www.todaystmj4.com/news/local/66332307.html 

22. October 27, Washington Post – (National) 2 pilots say they were distracted by 
laptops. The two pilots of a Northwest Airlines jet that overshot a Minneapolis airport 
by 150 miles last week might have lost track of time partly because they were using 
laptops, a violation of company policy, U.S. air safety investigators said Monday. The 
co-pilot told National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investigators that he was 
giving instructions about monthly crew scheduling procedures to the plane’s captain. 
The NTSB said each pilot used the computers during the discussion. Northwest’s 
merger with Delta Air Lines last year has led to numerous policy changes for pilots. Air 
traffic controllers lost radio contact with Northwest Flight 188, carrying 147 
passengers, for more than an hour Wednesday. During five hours of NTSB interviews 
over the weekend, the pilots said they were flying at 37,000 feet when the discussion 
began. Federal rules allow pilots to converse at such altitudes; at lower altitudes, the 
rules limit cockpit talk that is not related to flying the plane. It is unclear which Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) rules, if any, the pilots might have violated. The FAA 
does have rules concerning pilot distractions, and the agency mandates that crew 
members stay in contact with air traffic controllers. Along with the NTSB probe, the 
FAA and Delta are investigating. The FAA has said its investigation could lead to an 
emergency suspension or revocation of the pilots’ licenses. In the NTSB interviews, 
both pilots said they had no ongoing medical problems, were not fatigued and had not 
been involved in accidents, the NTSB said. Before the flight, the pilots had a 19-hour 
layover before leaving San Diego. They said there was no heated argument, and they 
denied falling asleep during the period under investigation. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/10/26/AR2009102601899.html?hpid=moreheadlines 

23. October 27, Associated Press – (Texas) Chemical leak forces evacuation at 
Freeport. A leak in a Dow Chemical underground pipeline is prompting the evacuation 
of more than 60 homes in Freeport. A Dow Chemical spokeswoman says crews on 
Wednesday are expected to begin digging in an area around the pipeline, in a field, to 
repair the leak. The accident involves a urethane product. She says the underground 
pipeline leak was discovered Sunday morning and the area has been secured. Plant 
workers on Monday were dispatched to neighborhoods to advise residents to relocate to 
hotels and expect to be out of their homes for several days. No injuries were reported. 
Freeport is about 60 miles south of Houston. 

http://www.todaystmj4.com/news/local/66332307.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/10/26/AR2009102601899.html?hpid=moreheadlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/10/26/AR2009102601899.html?hpid=moreheadlines
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Source: 
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/APStories/stories/D9BJCOK00.html 

24. October 27, South Carolina Times Democrat – (South Carolina) Bombs discovered 
during traffic stop. The State Law Enforcement Division (SLED) bomb squad was 
called to the scene Tuesday morning of a U.S. Highway 301 traffic stop that resulted in 
discovery of what the Orangeburg County Sheriff described as six or seven bombs on 
incendiary devices. Speaking just before 10 a.m., the sheriff said one man is being 
detained after the stop. The SLED bomb squad is also searching a motel room on 301 
north. The sheriff said evidence at the traffic stop scene led offices to believe there may 
be “some type of artillery” at that scene. The sheriff said deputies making the stop in 
the early morning had a “suspicion something was wrong.” They took note of “what 
appeared to be an explosive on the front seat.” That proved to be a GPS device that had 
“some kind of strange wire on it.” “In the back seat of the car, we found six or seven 
incendiary devices or bombs. We don’t know whether they are active.” Motel receipts 
and munitions found at the traffic stop scene led officers to the other site. 
Source: 
http://www.thetandd.com/articles/2009/10/27/news/doc4ae6dd37c1e81687673835.txt 

25. October 26, KUSA 9 Denver – (Colorado) Man with hunting knives escorted from 
Denver-bound plane. A man who police say carried two hunting knives onto an 
airplane on Monday was escorted off the flight by police once it landed at Denver 
International Airport. Denver Police say the man carried the sheathed knives in his 
carry-on baggage through security at Dallas Fort Worth International Airport. 
According to an official with the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) , a 
screener noticed the objects on the X-ray, but pulled the wrong bag. An official with 
TSA says it is rare for a passenger to get through security with a knife, but they say 
they knew where the man was at all times. By the time officials reached the plane, they 
say it had already departed. TSA says it has “multiple layers of security in place,” 
including Federal Air Marshals and hardened cockpit doors, but they did not specify 
whether there were armed marshals on the flight in question. Police say the man was 
escorted off the American Airlines plane around 8 a.m., once it arrived in Denver, and 
all passengers who were continuing on were re-screened. Passengers whose final 
destination was Denver were allowed to deplane. According to Denver Police, the man 
was taken in for questioning. They say his hunting knives were 3.5 and 5 inches in 
length. Police say the man, whose name was not released, will not face charges after 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation determined there was no criminal intent. The man 
told authorities he forgot about the knives. 
Source: http://www.9news.com/news/article.aspx?storyid=125785&catid=339 

For more stories, see items 3 and 7  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 
 

http://www.thetandd.com/articles/2009/10/27/news/doc4ae6dd37c1e81687673835.txt
http://www.9news.com/news/article.aspx?storyid=125785&catid=339
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/APStories/stories/D9BJCOK00.html
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Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

26. October 27, Associated Press – (Massachusetts) Massachusetts company recalls beef 
after Rhode Island kids sickened. Massachusetts health officials say a meat company 
is voluntarily recalling beef products after more than 20 school children and adults 
from Rhode Island were sickened by E. coli. A Department of Public Health 
spokeswoman said on Monday that South Shore Meat Company of Brockton is 
recalling ground beef and other products after tests showed the presence of E. coli in 
leftover samples. Those sickened include two sixth-graders, who were hospitalized 
after consuming contaminated meat during a field trip earlier this month. Massachusetts 
officials say tests showed the ground beef collected at the camp is the same strain of E. 
coli confirmed in two of the children.  
Source: http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,569749,00.html 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

27. October 26, Water Technology Online – (International) Antibiotic-resistant bacteria 
in Toronto’s water. Toronto’s drinking water contains antibiotic-resistant bacteria, 
according to an Ann Arbor, Michigan-based microbiologist, CBC News reported 
October 26. A professor from the University of Michigan’s School of Public Health 
said Toronto’s tap water is safe to drink, but recent sampling showed bacteria in the 
water that has evolved to become resistant to some antibiotics. CBC News reported that 
the news agency provided the water samples to his to test. Researchers have said that at 
this point it is not clear what the bacteria are, only that they can not be killed by 
antibiotics, the report said. A researcher at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, 
is quoted in the report: Bacteria, he said, “have this remarkable ability to take up drug-
resistance genes from their neighbors. In some cases, they can collect dozens of drug-
resistance genes and incorporate them into their genomes. It’s really quite astounding.” 
Source: http://www.watertechonline.com/news.asp?N_ID=72835 

28. October 26, San Francisco Appeal – (California) 67,600 gallon Treasure Island 
sewage spill dissipating. A sewage line broke on Treasure Island, California, Saturday, 
spewing 67,600 gallons of waste water across the streets and into the bay. The incident 
first came to public attention on the Emergency_IN_SF twitter page. A San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) spokesperson later said that the spill broke out at 1 
PM on the east side of Avenue M and Third Street. Within the hour DPW and DPH had 
contained the spillage. He also told reporters that initial water samples have come back 
showing high levels of bacteria, prompting officials to post warnings against swimming 
in the Bay. According to information given to the California Emergency Management 
Agency, the US Navy is being listed as the responsible party, though this is due to the 

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,569749,00.html
http://www.watertechonline.com/news.asp?N_ID=72835
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location of the spill, and not to any negligence on their part. No further action will be 
taken beyond posting no swimming signs, and the sewage will be allowed to dissipate 
“naturally” into the bay. The PUC has stated that there are no pressing emergency 
management issues at this time, and has yet to make an estimate on when they will 
complete the repairs. The Appeal has contacted the spokesman at the Public Utilities 
Commission to find any further information regarding toxicity levels in the bay, as well 
as information about the cause of the leak. 
Source: http://sfappeal.com/alley/2009/10/treasure-island-has-become-a.php 

[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

29. October 26, KETV 7 Omaha – (Nebraska) Hospitals could use tents in flu fight. Local 
Lincoln, Nebraska hospitals said that flu cases are already sending a surge of patients 
into their emergency rooms and city health officials said they could be forced to set up 
flu tents or special clinics to handle the surge. Lancaster County Emergency 
Management Office has heated decontamination tents and trailers that could be set up 
in parking lots. It could isolate sick people from regular emergency room traffic and 
screen out patients who really need help. Officials said they would be costly to staff 24 
hours a day and would have to be located where the public could easily use them. 
Officials said that anyone who feels flu-like symptoms who are not having 
complications or are part of a high-risk group should just stay home. 
Source: http://www.ketv.com/health/21419687/detail.html 

30. October 26, Internetnews.com – (Florida) Stolen laptop exposes 33,000 patients’ 
data. A laptop stolen in August from an employee’s vehicle parked at a Daytona 
Beach, Florida medical center exposed more than 33,000 patients’ personal and 
medical data, according to hospital officials. Halifax Health officials last week began 
sending out letters to the roughly 33,000 people who may have had their data exposed 
in the theft, advising them to check in with the major credit reporting companies to 
monitor their various accounts for any unusual activity. Some of the data was thought 
to be password-protected while other data may not have been, hospital officials.  
Source: 
http://www.internetnews.com/security/article.php/3845561/Stolen+Laptop+Exposes+3
3000+Patients+Data.htm 

31. October 26, ComputerWorld – (California) CalOptima says data on 68,000 members 
may be compromised. Personally identifiable information on about 68,000 members 
of CalOptima, a Medicaid managed care plan serving Orange County, California, may 
have been compromised after several CDs containing the information went missing 
earlier this month. The unencrypted data on the CDs includes member names, home 
addresses, dates of birth, medical procedure codes, diagnosis codes and member ID 
numbers, and an unspecified number of Social Security numbers. The discs had been 
put in a box and sent via certified mail to CalOptima by one of its claims scanning 
vendors, according to a statement by the health plan. But CalOptima received just the 

http://www.ketv.com/health/21419687/detail.html
http://www.internetnews.com/security/article.php/3845561/Stolen+Laptop+Exposes+33000+Patients+Data.htm
http://www.internetnews.com/security/article.php/3845561/Stolen+Laptop+Exposes+33000+Patients+Data.htm
http://sfappeal.com/alley/2009/10/treasure-island-has-become-a.php
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external packaging material, minus the box of discs, the statement said. A CalOptima 
spokesman said it is not clear how the box went missing, but added that there is nothing 
to suggest that it was stolen. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9139913/CalOptima_says_data_on_68_000_
members_may_be_compromised 

For another story, see item 27  
 
[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

32. October 27, Washington Post – (National) Probe of Homeland Security privacy 
office sought. Privacy advocates have asked lawmakers to investigate the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) office in charge of protecting Americans’ privacy, saying 
it has shown “an extraordinary disregard” for its duty. In a letter sent Friday to the 
House Homeland Security Committee, 21 organizations and seven people belonging to 
the Privacy Coalition say the department’s chief privacy officer has seen its role as 
enabling, rather than curbing, government surveillance and intelligence programs. “The 
job of Chief Privacy Officer is not to provide public relations for the Department of 
Homeland Security,” stated the coalition letter, whose signers included the American 
Civil Liberties Union, Gun Owners of America, a former congressman and libertarians 
inspired by a former presidential candidate. The Electronic Privacy Information Center, 
a public interest group in Washington, organized the coalition. The Committee 
Chairman said the panel is aware of the issues raised by the letter. He added that it will 
review calls to investigate whether the agency has met the law’s requirement of 
ensuring “that the use of technologies sustain, and do not erode, privacy protections,” 
and if not, to create an independent oversight agency. 
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/10/26/AR2009102602644.html?hpid=moreheadlines 

33. October 27, News Tribune – (Washington) Study recommends demolishing FFTF, 
banning waste imports. Ground work for significant Hanford cleanup is laid out for 
decades to come in a draft version of a massive new environmental study of Hanford 
released in the Tri-Cities on Monday. Among decisions it recommends are entombing 
Hanford’s Fast Flux Test Facility (FFTF), emptying 99 percent of waste from 
underground tanks, leaving the emptied tanks in the ground, and continuing to ban 
some, but not all, radioactive waste from being sent to Hanford. The Draft Tank 
Closure and Waste Management Environmental Impact Statement is more than 6,000 
pages and has been in the works since 2003. Topics it covers have been expanded 
several times in that time. The draft study will be the basis for a final study and 
followed by decisions by the Department of Energy. The draft study considered three 
options for FFTF, a shutdown 400-megawatt research reactor that supporters say is 
DOE’s largest and most modern reactor. Work has been under way to deactivate it to a 
state that will require a minimum of maintenance short of tearing it down. Now DOE is 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/10/26/AR2009102602644.html?hpid=moreheadlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/10/26/AR2009102602644.html?hpid=moreheadlines
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9139913/CalOptima_says_data_on_68_000_members_may_be_compromised
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9139913/CalOptima_says_data_on_68_000_members_may_be_compromised
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considering whether to leave FFTF as is, entomb it or remove it. Restart is not 
considered a reasonable alternative, the study said. “There are currently no proposed 
uses,” it said. The draft study recommends the reactor building be torn down above-
ground and that underground structures, including the reactor vessel, be filled with 
grout to immobilize remaining radiological and other hazards. 
Source: http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/northwest/story/930981.html 

34. October 27, U.S. Department of Justice – (International) Two chicago men charged in 
connection with alleged roles in foreign terror plot that focused on targets in 
Denmark. Two Chicago men have been arrested on federal charges for their alleged 
roles in conspiracies to provide material support and/or to commit terrorist acts against 
overseas targets, including facilities and employees of a Danish newspaper that 
published cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed in 2005, federal law enforcement 
officials announced on October 27. There was no imminent danger in the Chicago area, 
officials said, adding that the charges are unrelated to recent terror plot arrests in 
Boston, New York, Colorado, Texas and central Illinois. The defendants were charged 
in separate criminal complaints unsealed today in U.S. District Court in Chicago 
announced the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Illinois, and the Special 
Agent-in-Charge of the Chicago Office of the FBI. The complaints remained under seal 
temporarily after the defendants’ arrests, with court approval, so as not to compromise 
further investigative activity. 
Source: http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2009/October/09-nsd-1157.html 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

35. October 27, KATV 7 Little Rock – (Arkansas) New security measures at Cummins 
prison. Biometrix scanners are now in place at Cummins Prison in Arkansas to verify 
the identity of all inmates and staff by scanning their fingerprints to ensure a person is 
who they say they are. The new measures were proposed after two prisoners escaped 
Cummins May 29 by posing as guards. They were caught in New York four days later. 
The Arkansas Department of Corrections later fired the prison’s captain, a sergeant and 
three correctional officers, though officials say the do not believe any of those fired 
intentionally helped the pair escape. The scanners are expected to be installed at Varner 
in the near future. 
Source: http://www.katv.com/news/stories/1009/672414.html 

36. October 26, New York Times – (New York) NYPD to shakes things up with the 
Rumbler super siren. The New York Police Department said that 25 cars were fitted 
with the Rumbler siren last week and another 132 are getting the super siren on 
Monday. “It emits vibrations that can be felt, so drivers, even with their windows rolled 
up and stereos on, can be alerted to the approach of emergency vehicles,” a spokesman 
for the Police Department, told The New York Post. “It also gets the attention of 
pedestrians with headphones or iPods or who may be otherwise inattentive to 
conventional sirens,” he said. The Rumbler, which is manufactured by the Federal 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2009/October/09-nsd-1157.html
http://www.katv.com/news/stories/1009/672414.html
http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/northwest/story/930981.html
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Signal Corporation, has a range of 200 feet and can be used in conjunction with the 
Police Department’s existing five siren options. The Rumbler has been in use by the 
police in Washington since 2007. 
Source: http://wheels.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/26/nypd-to-shakes-things-up-with-
the-rumbler-super-siren/ 

[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

37. October 27, Computer Weekly – (International) Hackers grab data from Swiss 
foreign ministry. Hackers have broken in to the Swiss foreign ministry’s computer 
system in an attempt to steal data, forcing parts of it to be shut down for several days. 
The “professional virus attack” allowed outsiders to access the computer system to 
obtain information, the ministry said, but it gave no details on the nature or extent of 
the breach. The “well hidden” software used to carry out the data breach was 
discovered by government and Microsoft technicians on October 22, according to 
reports. “In concrete terms, foreign ministry staff cannot use the internet for the time 
being but can use the internal network,” a spokesman said. The Swiss Finance Ministry 
and Interior Ministry also experienced computer problems last week, but no link has 
been established between the three incidents. 
Source: http://www.computerweekly.com/Articles/2009/10/27/238304/hackers-grab-
data-from-swiss-foreign-ministry.htm 

38. October 27, DarkReading – (International) Report: Nearly 6 million infected web 
pages across 640K compromised sites. More Websites are compromised today than 
ever, and about one-fifth of the pages on each newly compromised Website were 
infected as of this year’s third quarter, according to new data gathered from real-time 
Web malware monitoring service provider Dasient. Dasient, a startup whose co-
founders include two former Google engineers, found 5.8 million individual Web pages 
infected across 640,000 compromised Websites. That represents a major increase from 
Microsoft’s report in April of some 3 million infected pages, according to Dasient, 
which runs a behavioral-based service to diagnose infected Websites. One of Dasient’s 
co-founders and a former strategy consultant at McKinsey says his company also 
detected more than 52,000 unique types of Web malware in the quarter. “Hackers are 
starting to see success here with Web-based attacks, so they are investing more in 
them,” he says. “Websites are becoming more complex, and you have more Websites 
matching content, sourcing, and [banner] ads...creating opportunities to inject malicious 
content.” Among newly compromised Websites of 10 pages or more, nearly 20 percent 
of their pages were infected. The bad guys have been infecting more pages as a way to 
score more victims. “The more parts of a site that have been infected, the more difficult 
and challenging that it is to remediate and detect it,” the co-founder says.  
Source: http://www.darkreading.com/securityservices/security/app-
security/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=220900638&subSection=Application+Security 

http://www.computerweekly.com/Articles/2009/10/27/238304/hackers-grab-data-from-swiss-foreign-ministry.htm
http://www.computerweekly.com/Articles/2009/10/27/238304/hackers-grab-data-from-swiss-foreign-ministry.htm
http://www.darkreading.com/securityservices/security/app-security/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=220900638&subSection=Application+Security
http://www.darkreading.com/securityservices/security/app-security/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=220900638&subSection=Application+Security
http://wheels.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/26/nypd-to-shakes-things-up-with-the-rumbler-super-siren/
http://wheels.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/26/nypd-to-shakes-things-up-with-the-rumbler-super-siren/
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39. October 25, Xinhua – (International) China anti-virus authorities warn of new 
Hack_Kido computer virus. China’s anti-virus authorities on Sunday warned 
computer users to guard against mutation of Hack_Kido computer virus, which could 
prevent users from downloading operation system loophole patches. The virus would 
monitor the users’ on-line browsing and close any web-site related with Microsoft, 
preventing users from getting any help from the Microsoft web-sites, according to the 
Tianjin-based National Computer Virus Emergency Response Center. Experts 
suggested computer users update their anti-virus software and use the real-time 
computer virus monitoring function whenever they surf the Internet.  
Source: http://www.tmcnet.com/usubmit/2009/10/25/4442709.htm 

For another story, see item 18  
 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Website: http://www.us-cert.gov. 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Website: https://www.it-isac.org/.  

 
[Return to top]  

Communications Sector 

40. October 27, Washington Post – (National) Internet networks unable to handle H1N1 
telework traffic: GAO. As concerns rage over the spread of the H1N1 flu, a federal 
report showed that a pandemic that would keep millions of Americans at home could 
also overload Internet networks. Adults working from home, children accessing video 
files and playing games online and families logging on for information about the illness 
would overwhelm residential Internet networks that were never built to have a majority 
of users on the Web at the same time, according to an October report by the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO), the investigative arm of Congress. The 
federal government is in disarray when it comes to dealing with such a scenario, the 
GAO reported. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is in charge of 
communications networks during times of national emergency. But it says it doesn’t 
have a plan to deal with overloaded Internet networks - an essential resource to keep 
the economy humming and residents informed and connected during a pandemic. And 
the DHS has not coordinated with agencies like the Federal Communications 
Commission to create clear guidelines for how telecom, cable and satellite providers 
can minimize congestion. Such confusion “would increase the risk that the federal 
government will not be able to respond rapidly or effectively if a pandemic quickly 
emerges,” the GAO reported. Network operators like Comcast, AT&T, Cox and 
Verizon are limited in their options. They could add more bandwidth capacity and lay 
down private lines for essential workers, for example, but that is expensive and would 
take too long. Shutting down certain Web sites or prioritizing traffic could run into 
technical regulatory hurdles, the report said. 

http://www.tmcnet.com/usubmit/2009/10/25/4442709.htm
mailto:sos@us-cert.gov
http://www.us-cert.gov/
https://www.it-isac.org/
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Source: 
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/posttech/2009/10/as_concerns_grow_over_the.html 

For another story, see item 8  
 
[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

41. October 27, Town Talk – (Louisiana) Tennessee man makes bomb threat in 
Alexandria. A Tennessee man was arrested moments after threatening a group of 
people at the Bolton Avenue Community Center with a purported bomb Saturday 
afternoon. The 25 year-old man of Johnson City was arrested and charged with 
terrorizing. According to the Alexandria Police report, the man walked into the 
community center and into the manager’s office around 2 p.m. Saturday. The man then 
asked if anyone was hiring. When the manager replied, “No.” The man responded with, 
“I have a bomb in the bag. Who is doing the interview now?” The man then put his 
thumb up by his throat and made a gesture as if he was slashing his throat, witnesses 
told officers. An off-duty officer working at the center heard the call go out over her 
radio and saw the suspect, detaining him until other officers arrived. When officers 
spoke with the man, he told them he was joking and did not mean any of what he said. 
No explosive devices or weapons were found in his bag. He was arrested and booked 
into the Rapides Parish Jail. 
Source: http://www.thetowntalk.com/article/20091027/NEWS01/910270329 

[Return to top]  

National Monuments and Icons Sector 

42. October 26, San Jose Mercury News – (California) Cal Fire official confirms that 
crews were burning brush in Loma Fire area last week. A Cal Fire commander said 
Monday that a brush-thinning project he supervised last week along the Santa Clara-
Santa Cruz county border could have sparked the Loma Fire that has scorched 485 
acres and forced hundreds to evacuate. Some of the brush piles — which were four feet 
high — were burned as recently as last Wednesday, he said. And although a fire engine 
was there each day, dousing them with water, some embers may not have been 
extinguished and potentially could have started the blaze when winds picked up early 
Sunday morning, he said. Fire crews on Monday made progress on the flames that have 
destroyed a mobile home and two outbuildings, but said they are worried the Loma fire 
could gain strength Tuesday when 40 mph winds are expected to return. On Monday, 
residents were allowed to return home and fire officials reduced their original estimate 
of the fire’s size from 600 acres to 485. With roughly 1,500 firefighters battling the 
flames, the blaze remained 20 percent contained by mid-afternoon. 
Source: http://www.californiachronicle.com/articles/yb/136955031 

[Return to top]  
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Dams Sector 

43. October 26, WWLTV 4 New Orleans – (Louisiana) Corps’ commander: N.O. can’t be 
completely protected from flooding. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is now 
spending $14.2 billion to build new levees, construct new flood control structures, and 
improve hurricane protection in the New Orleans area. But, the Corps’ top commander 
was quoted in two newspapers this weekend saying that despite ongoing efforts, 
flooding cannot be stopped in New Orleans. A spokesman for the Army Corps did not 
want to clarify the general’s statement, but says the flooding risk is a shared 
responsibility. Corps critics say the commander’s admission should help convince 
Congress to approve additional dollars to upgrade the current flood control plans for the 
New Orleans area. 
Source: http://www.wwltv.com/local/stories/wwl102609tpcorps.2563d9639.html 
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http://www.wwltv.com/local/stories/wwl102609tpcorps.2563d9639.html


 - 19 - 

 
DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report Contact Information  

 
About the reports - The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is a daily [Monday through Friday] 
summary of open-source published information concerning significant critical infrastructure issues. The DHS Daily 
Open Source Infrastructure Report is archived for ten days on the Department of Homeland Security Website: 
http://www.dhs.gov/iaipdailyreport 

Contact Information 
Content and Suggestions: Send mail to NICCReports@dhs.gov or contact the DHS Daily 

Report Team at (202) 312-3421  

Subscribe to the Distribution List: Visit the DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report and follow 
instructions to Get e-mail updates when this information changes.  

Removal from Distribution List: Send mail to support@govdelivery.com.  

Contact DHS 
To report physical infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact the National Infrastructure 
Coordinating Center at nicc@dhs.gov or (202) 282-9201.  
To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at soc@us-cert.gov or visit 
their Web page at www.us-cert.gov. 

Department of Homeland Security Disclaimer 
The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is a non-commercial publication intended to educate and inform 
personnel engaged in infrastructure protection. Further reproduction or redistribution is subject to original copyright 
restrictions. DHS provides no warranty of ownership of the copyright, or accuracy with respect to the original source 
material.  
 

 

http://www.dhs.gov/iaipdailyreport
mailto:NICCReports@dhs.gov
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
http://www.us-cert.gov/
mailto:nicc@dhs.gov
mailto:soc@us-cert.gov

