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Top Stories 

 The Associated Press reports that high winds knocked out power Tuesday to more than a 
quarter-million Pacific Gas & Electric customers in Central and Northern California. Gusts 
knocked down a 500 kilovolt transmission line near Moss Landing at the center of the 
Monterey Bay coast, forcing the State’s electrical grid manager to declare a power 
emergency. (See item 2) 

 According to the Associated Press, Ford Motor Co. said Monday that it will add 4.5 million 
older-model vehicles to the long list of those recalled because a defective cruise control 
switch could cause a fire. The latest voluntary action pushes Ford’s total recall due to 
faulty switches to 14.3 million registered vehicles over 10 years, capping the company’s 
largest cumulative recall in history involving a single problem. (See item 9) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  
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1. October 14, Occupational Health and Safety – (New Jersey) ConocoPhillips cited for 
repeat workplace safety, health hazards. OSHA has cited ConocoPhillips Bayway 
Refinery for alleged workplace safety and health violations, proposing a total of 
$92,000 in penalties. The agency initiated a complaint investigation on April 23 at the 
Linden, New Jersey-based facility, which employs 830 workers. As a result of the 
investigation, the company has been issued citations for three repeat violations, with a 
penalty of $75,000, and four serious citations, with a penalty of $17,000. “The 
identified violations leave employees at the refinery at risk of accidents that could 
result in injury or possible death,” said an area director of OSHA’s office in Avenel, 
New Jersey. OSHA said the repeat violations include the company’s failure to 
implement safe operating procedures, failure to implement inspection and testing 
procedures, and failure to update piping and instrumentation diagrams after process 
changes. The serious violations reflect deficiencies in the company’s process safety 
management program as well as the lack of a comprehensive safety and health 
management system at the facility, OSHA said. 
Source: http://ohsonline.com/Articles/2009/10/14/ConocoPhillips-Cited.aspx 

2. October 14, Associated Press – (California) Calif. storm causes power outages, 
mudslide fears. A big Pacific storm swept into California on Tuesday with damaging 
winds and downpours that put a community near Santa Cruz under an evacuation 
advisory because of potential mudslides, while homeowners near the wildfires that 
burned parts of Southern California braced for a dangerous overnight drenching. High 
winds knocked out power to more than a quarter-million Pacific Gas & Electric 
customers in Central and Northern California, but crews had managed to restore power 
to more than half, said a utility spokesman. Gusts knocked down a 500 kilovolt 
transmission line near Moss Landing at the center of the Monterey Bay coast, forcing 
the State’s electrical grid manager to declare a power emergency. Authorities said loss 
of the line made it hard to get power from Southern California and urged the north to 
conserve. About 20,000 utility customers in Los Angeles also lost power, said a Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power spokesman. “With the first storm of the year 
we get a lot of outages. Dry palm fronds and branches bring down the lines,” he said. 
Source: 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5h2yvjeJLl7gi4SvPTAoGaJcpN
4vQD9BALAM80 

3. October 13, KFDM 6 Beaumont – (Texas) Fire contained at Total 
Petrochemicals. Firefighters from Total Petrochemicals in Port Arthur put out a fire 
the morning of October 13 in a heavy oil line, according to information KFDM News 
received from an administrative manager with Total Petrochemicals. He said no 
injuries have been reported. According to a news release from Total, the refinery 
experienced an internal and partial power interruption early Tuesday morning. While 
restoring refinery operations, a fire was reported shortly before 8 a.m. The refinery’s 
internal fire brigade responded to the fire and put it out. “It involved a heavy oil line 
between a crude unit and the tank farm,” he said. Black smoke could be seen coming 
from the oil line at about 8 a.m. Within an hour the fire and smoke were no longer 

http://ohsonline.com/Articles/2009/10/14/ConocoPhillips-Cited.aspx
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5h2yvjeJLl7gi4SvPTAoGaJcpN4vQD9BALAM80
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5h2yvjeJLl7gi4SvPTAoGaJcpN4vQD9BALAM80
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visible. Law enforcement officers provided traffic assistance in the area. 
Source: http://www.kfdm.com/news/petrochemicals-34641-total-unit.html 

4. October 13, Bloomberg – (International) Mexico power outages may stem from fired 
workers. Seven neighborhoods in Mexico’s City metropolitan area lost power after 
fired Luz y Fuerza del Centro workers turned off a switch to the area, Radio Formula 
network reported. The outage is the first confirmed one caused by sabotage, the radio 
reported today citing unnamed interior ministry officials. The Mexican president 
ordered on October 11 the liquidation of Luz y Fuerza, the nation’s second-largest 
power supplier, firing about 44,000 electricity workers. Many additional power outages 
were not caused by sabotage, said a chief executive officer of Comision Federal de 
Electricidad, or CFE, the Mexican largest state power company that took over Luz y 
Fuerza operations. He told Radio Formula that CFE is also receiving fake reports of 
power outages in Mexico City. 
Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601086&sid=acnlmIeLd8Pw 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

5. October 14, Reliable Plant Magazine – (Texas) OSHA cites Houston-based chemical 
recycling company. The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) has cited Houston-based CES Environmental Services Inc. 
with one alleged willful, 32 alleged serious and one other-than-serious violations 
following the death of a worker at the company’s worksite in Port Arthur, Texas. 
“Hazardous chemicals and the improper handling of those chemicals have 
unfortunately claimed the life of a worker,” said OSHA’s regional administrator in 
Dallas. “If this employer had followed OSHA’s standards, it is possible that this 
tragedy could have been avoided.” OSHA’s Houston South Area Office began its 
investigation April 14 at the company’s worksite on Gulf Way Drive following the 
death of a worker who was exposed to hydrogen sulfide. A willful citation was issued 
for failing to provide a rescue team to promptly respond to an emergency when workers 
enter a confined space. OSHA issues a willful citation when an employer exhibits plain 
indifference to or intentional disregard for employee safety and health. The 
investigation found 32 serious violations, including failing to evaluate the worksite for 
exposures to hydrogen sulfide, develop procedures for waste stream processing, 
develop decontamination procedures, and train workers on the hazards associated with 
confined space entry on barges. A serious violation is one in which there is substantial 
probability that death or serious physical harm could result from a hazard about which 
the employer knew or should have known. The other-than-serious violation was issued 
for failing to remove liquid waste as often as necessary. OSHA cited CES with 
proposed penalties of $16,600 in December 2008 after the investigation of a worker’s 
death in Port Arthur; and currently OSHA has an open investigation of a July fatality 
that occurred at the company’s Houston location. Proposed penalties for the April 14 
investigation total $207,800.  
Source: 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601086&sid=acnlmIeLd8Pw
http://www.kfdm.com/news/petrochemicals-34641-total-unit.html
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http://www.reliableplant.com/article.aspx?articleid=20591&pagetitle=OSHA+cites+Ho
uston-based+chemical+recycling+company+ 

6. October 13, WXII 12 Winston-Salem – (Virginia) Initial EPA reports show no signs 
of contamination. While the possibility exists that the acid that caused Carroll County 
to declare a local emergency October 5 may have contaminated nearby streams and 
wells, federal officials said folks residing nearby the Lambsburg business did not 
appear to be in any imminent danger. Additionally, initial EPA reports did not show 
signs of drinking water contamination. Carroll County officials declared a local 
emergency October 5 after more than 80 barrels of acid were found stored at a 
Lambsburg business. Contacted on Monday, the property owner said he leased the 
property to a man who used acid to remove metals such as gold from dismantled 
computers. The owner said he was unaware the man planned to used hazardous 
materials to strip down computers when he leased the building to him. Once Carroll 
County Emergency Services Coordinators found unstable plastic barrels of the acid on 
six different trailers, they contacted the proper authorities. A later search found more 
than 300 chemical and gas-filled containers. Test results on those samples were 
expected to take three to seven days. In the meantime, EPA contractors Kemron 
Environmental Services were working to remove acids from the trailers. The acids were 
being pumped into tanks and secured later in the week. Even though there are several 
residences near the now- defunct Lambsburg business, one coordinator said he did not 
feel like anybody in the area was in any immediate danger. However, since the trailers 
were unattended and open with acid that was not properly secured, he said anybody 
could have gone into the trailers to explore. 
Source: http://www.wxii12.com/news/21284270/detail.html 

For more stories, see items 3, 23, and 24  
 
[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

7. October 14, Reuters – (South Carolina) SCANA SC Summer reactor exits 
outage. SCANA Corp’s (SCG.N) 966-megawatt Summer nuclear power station in 
South Carolina exited an outage and ramped up to 55 percent power by early 
Wednesday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in a report. The unit shut on 
October 2 due to a fault on an output breaker that helps send power to the grid. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/marketsNews/idUSN1423347920091014 

8. October 14, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission – (National) NRC publishes final 
rule establishing federal criminal penalties for bringing unauthorized weapons 
into certain NRC-licensed facilities. The NRC has issued a final rule that will make it 
a federal crime to introduce, without authorization, weapons or explosives into 
specified classes of facilities designated by the NRC. The Energy Policy Act of 2005 
gave the NRC the ability to issue the regulation and to require that it be posted 
“conspicuously” at each affected location. Previously, the NRC could take action 

http://www.wxii12.com/news/21284270/detail.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/marketsNews/idUSN1423347920091014
http://www.reliableplant.com/article.aspx?articleid=20591&pagetitle=OSHA+cites+Houston-based+chemical+recycling+company+
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against its licensees for violation of security requirements resulting from the unlawful 
introduction of weapons onto the site, but the Department of Justice could not bring a 
criminal prosecution against the individual who brought the weapons on site without 
authorization. Instead, any criminal sanctions had to be sought by the state under state 
law. The NRC sought public comments on a previous draft of the rule in 2008.  The 
rule applies to NRC-licensed facilities that have “protected areas” or other areas that 
contain special nuclear material, byproduct material or source material. Such facilities 
include nuclear power plants, high-level waste storage and disposal facilities, 
independent spent fuel storage installations, and uranium enrichment, uranium 
conversion and fuel fabrication facilities. The rule will go into effect in 180 days. The 
entire final rule can be found at: http://www.regulations.gov and search for documents 
filed under Docket ID [NRC-2008-0458].  
Source: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2009/09-172.html 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

9. October 14, Associated Press – (National) Ford adds 4.5M vehicles to defective 
switch recall. Ford Motor Co. said on October 12 it will add 4.5 million older-model 
vehicles to the long list of those recalled because a defective cruise control switch 
could cause a fire. The latest voluntary action pushes Ford’s total recall due to faulty 
switches to 14.3 million registered vehicles over 10 years, capping the company’s 
largest cumulative recall in history involving a single problem. The recall covers 1.1 
million Ford Windstar minivans that had a small risk of fire due to internal leaking 
from the switches. Ford said in a letter to federal regulators that it found a small 
number of reported fires linked to the problem during an internal investigation that 
began last year, but did not specify how many. The remaining 3.4 million vehicles are 
Ford, Lincoln, and Mercury models. Ford said there were no reports of fires with those 
models, most of them trucks and sport utility vehicles, but that they were included in 
the recall because they use the same switches. All vehicles covered by the recall are 
from the 1992 to 2003 model years. Ford advised owners of all vehicles covered by the 
recall to park them outside until they are mailed instructions by the end of the month on 
how to get repairs. The Dearborn, Mich.-based automaker has struggled for a decade 
with the problem, which has prompted hundreds of complaints and dozens of lawsuits 
over fires allegedly caused by faulty switches. A small number of injuries have also 
been linked to the problem, though none were reported in the latest recall. Previous 
recalls included some of Ford’s most popular brands, like the popular F-series of 
pickup trucks. Investigators found that the switches, made by Texas Instruments, could 
leak internally, overheat and potentially ignite. The recall covers the following model 
years: 1995-2003 Ford Windstar; 2000-2003 Ford Excursion diesel; 1993-1997 and 
1999-2003 Ford F-Super Duty diesel; 1992-2003 Ford Econoline; 1995-2002 Ford 
Explorer; 1995-2002 Mercury Mountaineer; 1995-1997 and 2001-2003 Ford Ranger; 
and 1994 Ford F35 Motorhome vehicles. 
Source: 

http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2009/09-172.html
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http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_FORD_RECALL?SITE=FLDAY&SECTI
ON=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

10. October 14, Reliable Plant – (California) EPA fines Valimet $194K for toxic 
chemical release violations. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) fined 
Valimet Inc. in Stockton, California, $193,996 for failing to submit reports detailing the 
amount of aluminum dust and copper compounds processed at its facility, a violation of 
the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know-Act. The EPA discovered 
during a routine inspection in April 2004 that Valimet Inc. processed more than 3 
million pounds of aluminum (fume or dust) and more than 53,000 pounds of copper 
compounds annually between 2001 and 2005. Federal law requires facilities 
manufacturing or processing 25,000 pounds or more of aluminum (fume or dust) or 
copper compounds to report any release of these toxic chemicals on an annual basis to 
the EPA and the state. The manufacturing company that produces metal powder failed 
to submit reports to the EPA for any of these years. An EPA administrative law judge 
ordered the company to pay the fine after an administrative hearing was held late last 
year. Toxic chemical reporting allows the public to be informed about releases and 
waste management activities of chemicals in their communities, and provides 
information for research and development of appropriate regulations. Exposure to 
aluminum dust is usually not harmful. But exposure to high levels can lead to lung 
problems, such as coughing or abnormal chest X-rays, and decreased performance in 
tests measuring functions of the nervous system. Under the right conditions, aluminum 
dust is also explosive and flammable. 
Source: 
http://www.reliableplant.com/article.aspx?articleid=20593&pagetitle=EPA+fines+Vali
met+$194K+for+toxic+chemical+release+violations 

11. October 13, Online Defense and Acquisition Journal – (International) Small arms 
jammed at Wanat. An Army report on the Wanat battle (July, 2008 in Afghanistan) 
shows that the small arms used in the battle showed significant levels of failure, 
malfunctioning and jamming “at high cyclic rates of fire.” The weapons include the M4 
and SAW. According to a draft version of the report, the most damning conclusions are 
compiled in its recommendations section. It documents M4s fouling, and one instance 
where an M4 fouled and the Soldier picked up a SAW and that was jammed up as well. 
According to the report, the Soldiers had kept their weapons religiously maintained. It 
looks like the single point of failure might have been the high cyclic rates they were 
operating under and the M4 just was not able to catch up. Some GWOT and U.S. Army 
veterans queried by the author have suggested that this could have been caused by 
improper weapon cleaning. However, numerous Chosen Few NCOs interviewed for 
this study have been vehemently adamant in stating that weapons were meticulously 
and regularly cleaned, and rigorously and routinely inspected by the chain of command. 
Other GWOT veterans consulted have noted that the high rates of fire sustained during 

http://www.reliableplant.com/article.aspx?articleid=20593&pagetitle=EPA+fines+Valimet+$194K+for+toxic+chemical+release+violations
http://www.reliableplant.com/article.aspx?articleid=20593&pagetitle=EPA+fines+Valimet+$194K+for+toxic+chemical+release+violations
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_FORD_RECALL?SITE=FLDAY&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
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the two hour intense engagement phase at Wanat could possibly have contributed to 
these failures. However, numerous weapons failed relatively early in the engagement 
(particularly a number of M-4 rifles and at one SAW at the mortar pit), and in any 
event the maintenance of cyclic rates of fire was critical to restore fire superiority, and 
to prevent positions (particularly at OP Topside) from being overrun by determined, 
numerous, and hard pressed insurgent assaults. 
Source: http://www.dodbuzz.com/2009/10/13/small-arms-jammed-at-wanat/ 

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

12. October 14, Bloomberg – (National) U.S. will set guidelines to modify commercial 
real-estate loans. U.S. bank regulators, saying losses on souring commercial real-
estate loans pose the biggest risk to lenders, will issue guidelines to help the institutions 
modify the agreements. Reduced demand for space has led to falling rental rates, 
adding to losses on the loans, leaders of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., Office of 
the Comptroller of the Currency and Office of Thrift Supervision said in remarks 
prepared for delivery at a Senate Banking Committee hearing today. “The most 
prominent area of risk for rising credit losses at FDIC-insured institutions during the 
next several quarters is in CRE lending,” the FDIC Chairman said, referring to 
commercial real estate. “Prudent loan workouts are often in the best interest of financial 
institutions and borrowers.” Large concentrations of commercial property loans are 
behind many of the 123 banks that failed in the past two years, draining the FDIC’s 
deposit insurance fund. Commercial real- estate loans totaled almost $1.1 trillion as of 
June, representing 14 percent of all loans and leases, the chairman said. Federal bank 
regulators will soon issue guidelines on commercial real-estate loan workouts, the 
chairman said without providing specifics. “The guidance we are working on is 
intended to promote supervisory consistency, enhance the transparency of CRE 
workout transactions, and ensure that regulatory policies and actions do not 
inadvertently curtail the availability of credit to sound borrowers,” said the OTS’s 
deputy director of examinations, supervision and consumer protection.  
Source: http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=ajrjGt6owBNw 

13. October 13, Los Angeles Times – (National) Deadline looms for Americans to 
disclose accounts in foreign tax havens. Wealthy U.S. taxpayers, concerned about an 
Internal Revenue Service crackdown on the use of secret overseas bank accounts as tax 
havens, are rushing to meet a October 15 deadline to disclose those accounts or face 
possible criminal prosecution. The concern was triggered this summer when 
Switzerland’s largest bank, caught up in an international tax evasion dispute, said it 
would disclose the names of more than 4,000 of its U.S. account holders. The decision 
shattered a long-held belief that Swiss banks would guard the identities of its American 
customers as carefully as they did their money, and it raised concern that other 
international tax havens might be next. Under an amnesty program, the IRS is allowing 
taxpayers to avoid prosecution for having failed to report their overseas accounts. As a 
result, tax attorneys across the nation have been besieged by wealthy clients who are 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=ajrjGt6owBNw
http://www.dodbuzz.com/2009/10/13/small-arms-jammed-at-wanat/
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lining up to apply even though they will still face big financial penalties. Tax lawyers 
in Southern California say they have encountered an array of clients concerned about 
international bank accounts: Hollywood producers, immigrants who left behind foreign 
accounts and business owners who have stashed money overseas to avoid taxation. 
Some 3,000 U.S. residents have voluntarily disclosed their foreign bank accounts to the 
IRS this year, compared to fewer than 100 in 2008, said one U.S. government official 
who asked not to be identified. 
Source: http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-swiss13-2009oct13,0,3669891.story 

For another story, see item 32  
 
[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

14. October 14, Fox News and Associated Press – (Tennessee) Bible quoting passenger 
causes Delta plane diversion. A Delta airliner en route from Seattle to Atlanta made 
an unscheduled stop in Nashville after a passenger reportedly began quoting Bible 
passages. No one was hurt. A Nashville International Airport spokeswoman says the 
passenger was charged with disorderly conduct and resisting arrest by airport police. 
He was being held on $20,000 bond. WSMV-TV in Nashville reported that a passenger 
had to be subdued by other passengers after quoting the Bible. A Delta spokesman in 
Atlanta said a passenger became unruly Tuesday afternoon and was removed by local 
police, but he had no further specifics about the disturbance. According to a police 
arrest warrant, “The suspect would not allow the person sitting next to him to leave her 
seat to use the restroom. The suspect kept telling her that his blood would be on her and 
he was not going to let her leave no matter what happened. Several passengers 
restrained the suspect and the suspect attempted to bite one of the passengers in the 
leg.” The Boeing 757 with 178 passengers and a six-person crew flew on to Atlanta 
where it landed some ninety minutes late. 
Source: http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,565582,00.html?test=latestnews 

15. October 14, Associated Press – (Nebraska) Denver-bound plane from Rapid City 
forced to land in Nebraska. Mechanics expect to have a United Express airplane back 
in the air soon after its emergency landing in Scottsbluff. An airport manager said 
Tuesday that the plane’s windshield cracked Saturday evening as it flew from Rapid 
City, South Dakota to Denver. He says there was no loss of cabin pressure and no 
injuries among the 37 passengers and three crew members on board the turboprop. 
Some passengers rented cars and continued to Denver, but most of them spent the night 
and took a bus to Denver on Sunday morning. A spokesman says that at around 18,000 
feet, one of three laminates in a windshield pane cracked, necessitating the landing. 
Source: 
http://www.rapidcityjournal.com/articles/2009/10/13/news/top/doc4ad4f36c8a2ac9061
06435.txt 

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,565582,00.html?test=latestnews
http://www.rapidcityjournal.com/articles/2009/10/13/news/top/doc4ad4f36c8a2ac906106435.txt
http://www.rapidcityjournal.com/articles/2009/10/13/news/top/doc4ad4f36c8a2ac906106435.txt
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-swiss13-2009oct13,0,3669891.story
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16. October 14, WLWT 5 Cincinnati – (National) TSA conducts operation along Ohio 
River. The Transportation Security Administration was checking barges on the Ohio 
River Tuesday in what it dubbed “Operation Viper.” TSA agents were boarding barges 
and checking in with captains to see if they have seen anything suspicious and to 
remind them to be vigilant. They are also checking the licenses of the barges and 
conducting safety inspections. The operation is being run under the Interstate 275 
bridge near the borders of Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky. The U.S. Coast Guard was also 
part of the operation. 
Source: http://www.wlwt.com/news/21282269/detail.html 

17. October 14, WSBTV 2 Duluth – (Georgia) Driver accused of setting bus on 
fire. Police said a charter bus driver burned in a bus explosion Monday morning set the 
fire himself. The bus blew up on I-20 near Eatonton in Morgan County. Investigators 
believe the driver set fire to his charter bus so he could collect insurance money. He is 
now in critical condition. The explosion closed the eastbound lanes of the interstate for 
hours. A Morgan County sheriff’s Lieutenant says the bus broke down Friday. He says 
the man tried to fix the bus over the weekend, but he returned early Monday and set fire 
to it. 
Source: http://www.wsbtv.com/news/21279756/detail.html 

18. October 14, Cleveland News-Leader – (Ohio) Train watchers found taking metal 
plates. Two Garfield Heights, Ohio men who claimed they were railroad aficionados 
were turned over to Norfolk-Southern railroad police after Macedonia, Ohio police 
found they had gathered more than two dozen iron tie plates from around the rail line to 
sell for scrap. A Macedonia police officer reported that he noticed a vehicle parked 
without its lights on by the railroad tracks in town around 11:30 p.m. on September 16. 
The officer reported the men, ages 20 and 19, told him their hobby is watching trains 
and said they were members of a club. The officer said he looked in their car and 
noticed several rusty tie plates inside and asked the two what they were going to do 
with the metal. The two reportedly admitted they were going to sell the metal for scrap 
and the police department notified Norfolk-Southern Railroad police, who arrived on 
scene and took the two men into custody. Police recovered about 30 of the metal plates 
from the men’s vehicle and reported they were worth approximately $250. The two 
were turned over to railroad police, who charged them with trespassing and theft, 
according to Macedonia police. 
Source: http://www.the-news-leader.com/news/article/4687670 

19. October 13, KRDO 13 Colorado Springs – (Colorado) Why did I-25 automatic 
bridge de-icer fail? Dozens of drivers crashed this weekend on an icy I-25 overpass 
with a built-in road de-icer. I-25 at South Nevada/Tejon has an automatic de-icing 
system meant to stay ahead of winter weather. According to the Colorado Department 
of Transportation (CDOT) that system failed Saturday morning, when a major pileup 
closed the interstate. “The system showed that it had discharged 10 times starting fairly 
early in the morning,” said a CDOT Highway Maintenance Supervisor. “The sensor 
evaluates the roadway temperature, whether there’s moisture on it and then whether 
we’re starting to lose friction on the road because of ice. It will continue to fire until it 

http://www.wlwt.com/news/21282269/detail.html
http://www.wsbtv.com/news/21279756/detail.html
http://www.the-news-leader.com/news/article/4687670
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no longer senses the loss of friction on there.” While the computer system thought the 
1,000-foot bridge was being de-iced, one of the 34 de-icer nozzle valves remained 
open, keeping the other valves from putting out magnesium chloride. “The computer 
thought it was doing what it was supposed to be doing,” said the supervisor. There are 
34 hockey puck-looking nozzles in the roadway of the bridge itself. When the computer 
system senses a loss of friction, it starts a process where two of those pucks lift up and 
shoot out de-icer for about 15-20 seconds. Those pucks then lay back down, allowing 
the system to re-pressurize. CDOT was not even aware the system had malfunctioned 
until hours after the Saturday morning pileup. CDOT retrofitted and replaced the valves 
in May. According to the supervisor, the system had not been tested since then. He says 
that first test was actually scheduled for Monday. 
Source: http://www.krdo.com/Global/story.asp?S=11302369 

[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

20. October 10, KYW 3 Philadephia – (New Jersey) Vandals targeting Washington 
Township mailboxes with bottle bombs. Police in Gloucester County are searching 
for vandals who have been leaving homemade bottle bombs in mailboxes outside 
resident’s homes. Police said 12 bottle bombs, including five this week alone, have 
been left in mailboxes in Washington Township since the beginning of the year. This 
past week alone, mailboxes on Comet Way, Hydra Lane and Lakeshore Drive have 
been victimized. “I thought it was little kids, came outside, went to turn around and 
come back in the house and the mailbox blew up,” said one victim who asked to remain 
anonymous. Police said the vandals have been using chlorine inside the bottles, along 
with several other substances. “Somebody’s going to get in trouble. It’s kind of an 
innocent gag and now all of a sudden, it goes from an innocent gag to a really serious 
problem,” another victim explained. Investigators said if the vandals place the bottle 
bomb in the mailbox while there is mail inside, they could face federal charges. 
Source: http://cbs3.com/local/Washington.Township.Gloucester.2.1239649.html 

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

21. October 14, Sheboygan Press – (Wisconsin) Bomb threat made at Old 
Wisconsin. Three Old Wisconsin Sausage plants in and around Sheboygan were 
searched Monday after someone left a message claiming a bomb would go off, a 
company official said Tuesday. The threat was left by voice-mail Saturday morning and 
discovered Monday morning, said a detective of the Sheboygan County Sheriff’s 
Department. The male caller claimed a bomb would go off at Old Wisconsin on 
Monday but did not specify a location. The Old Wisconsin vice president of 
administration and finance, said two plants in Sheboygan and one in the Town of Mosel 
were searched by company officials and law enforcement, which included the sheriff’s 
department, Sheboygan Police Department and Wisconsin State Patrol. Employees in 

http://cbs3.com/local/Washington.Township.Gloucester.2.1239649.html
http://www.krdo.com/Global/story.asp?S=11302369


 - 11 - 

each plant were moved to a common area while the searches were conducted. The vice 
president said the searches found no signs of a bomb or any forced entry to the plants. 
Source: 
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20091014/SHE0101/910140445/1973/SHE020
1 

22. October 13, Associated Press – (California) California meat company recalls 925 
pounds of beef. A San Diego-based meat wholesaler recalled some 925 pounds of 
ground-beef that might be contaminated with E. Coli. The Department of Agriculture’s 
Food Safety and Inspection Service said Tuesday that no illnesses have been reported 
from the products sold by San Diego Meat Co. The recall applies to 15-pound cases of 
ground beef patties and 10-pound bags of bulk ground beef produced between October 
7 and 12 and sold to San Diego County-area caterers and restaurants. The co-owner of 
San Diego Meat says the company is retrieving and destroying the meat. He says the 
company’s own tests of the same products showed no bacteria. 
Source: http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,565601,00.html 

23. October 13, KSAL 1150 Salina – (Kansas ) Ammonia leak prompts evacuation of 
Tony’s Pizza plant. An ammonia leak prompted the evacuation of the Tony’s Pizza 
plant in the Salina Airport Industrial Area Tuesday morning. The Salina Fire 
Department’s hazardous materials team responded to the plant at around 10:30 in the 
morning. Officials told KSAL News that there was a small leak on the south side of the 
facility. The leak was quickly contained, and no one was hurt. No area neighborhoods 
were threatened. As a precaution, the facility was evacuated. Employees went to the 
nearby Kansas National Guard Nickell Barracks. 
Source: http://www.ksallink.com/?cmd=displaystory&story_id=10841&format=html 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

24. October 13, WCSC 5 Charleston – (South Carolina) Hazmat teams, DHEC respond 
to Sullivan’s chlorine leak. Authorities responded to a chlorine gas leak at the 
Sullivan’s (South Carolina) Island water and sewer plant shortly before noon on 
October 13. A Hazmat team and DHEC were on the scene to fix the leak. Children at 
nearby Sullivan’s Island Elementary were kept inside while the leak was repaired, even 
though there was no threat to the students there, said a CCSD spokesman. He also said 
the school has been given the “all clear” by officials. 
Source: http://www.live5news.com/Global/story.asp?S=11306292 

25. October 13, Water Technology Online – (South Carolina) Treated drinking water 
PCB-free: report. Recent state testing has indicated that PCBs are not detectable in 
treated drinking water from systems that draw from Lake Hartwell and Twelve Mile 
River, South Carolina, The Greenville News reported October 13. The newspaper 
reported that it obtained data from 1994 through 2009 from the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control under the South Carolina Freedom of 

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,565601,00.html
http://www.ksallink.com/?cmd=displaystory&story_id=10841&format=html
http://www.live5news.com/Global/story.asp?S=11306292
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20091014/SHE0101/910140445/1973/SHE0201


 - 12 - 

Information Act. The data “show no discernible levels of PCBs in treated water from 
systems in Anderson and Pickens counties that draw from Hartwell and the Twelve 
Mile River.” Earlier tests had shown the presence of PCBs in the treated drinking water 
at residential taps. Three decades ago, PCBs were released into the Twelve Mile, which 
eventually flows into the lake. 
Source: http://watertechonline.com/news.asp?N_ID=72755 

For another story, see item 6  
 
[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

26. October 14, Los Angeles Times – (California) Cedars-Sinai radiation overdoses went 
unseen at several points. Every time a patient receives a CT scan, a mundane array of 
numbers appears on a computer screen before a technician. The numbers include the 
radiation dose. “It’s in your face on the screen,” said the chief medical officer for 
Siemens, a manufacturer of CT scanners. Beginning in February 2008, each time a 
patient at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center received a CT brain perfusion scan, a state-of-
the-art procedure used to diagnose strokes, the dose displayed would have been eight 
times higher than normal. No standard medical imaging procedure would use so much 
radiation, which one expert said is on par with the levels used to blast tumors. Late last 
week, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Cedars-Sinai revealed that 
206 stroke patients who received scans at the prestigious Los Angeles hospital were 
overdosed with radiation. Now doctors and safety experts around the country face a 
troubling question: In an era of supposedly fail-safe medical technology, how did the 
problem go undetected for 18 months? The FDA and the state Department of Public 
Health are still investigating the overdoses. 
Source: http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-cedars-sinai14-
2009oct14,0,5065886.story 

27. October 14, WITN 7 Pittsburgh – (Pennsylvania) Hospital says patient personal data 
possibly compromised. A computer part, with sensitive patient credit information, is 
missing from Pitt County Memorial Hospital. The hospital is trying to notify 1700 
former patients, offering free credit monitoring to those whose personal information 
may have been compromised. The hospital says patient names and Social Security 
numbers were placed onto a portable computer storage device, used to move the 
information between different computer systems. Employees have since discovered that 
USB flashdrive is missing from where it was stored. The hospital says the former 
patients date back to the 1980’s and they are trying to find addresses for some of those 
people affected. 
Source: http://www.witn.com/home/headlines/64087027.html 

28. October 13, WALB 10 Albany – (National) Officials see shortage of surgical masks, 
amid flu fears. Fear of an H1N1 pandemic has created a shortage of surgical masks 
nationwide. The N-95 mask was developed to bunker the public from those with swine 

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-cedars-sinai14-2009oct14,0,5065886.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-cedars-sinai14-2009oct14,0,5065886.story
http://www.witn.com/home/headlines/64087027.html
http://watertechonline.com/news.asp?N_ID=72755
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flu and other airborne illnesses. Georgia-based Buckeye Medical Supply’s manager 
says she cannot keep enough of them on the shelves. Her clients are hospitals, doctor 
offices and individuals. The masks are on back-order, with so much overstocking going 
on nationwide. In a pandemic situation, the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration estimates a single healthcare worker would use up to 2,000 masks. 
There is also concern that the majority of mask manufacturers are outside the U.S., and 
that, in a pandemic situation, those suppliers would first take care of their own country 
before the United States. 
Source: http://www.walb.com/Global/story.asp?S=11308145 

29. October 13, San Jose Mercury News – (National) U.S. could potentially use 
controversial adjuvants in swine flu vaccine. The World Health Organization 
estimates that a worldwide production capacity of 3 billion doses of pandemic H1N1 
vaccines will be used to prevent the outbreak and spread of the 2009 H1N1 flu, or 
“swine flu,” as it is better known. This ambitious plan for widespread vaccine use, 
albeit inadequate for a total population of 6.8 billion people, has drawn criticism 
regarding the vaccine’s safety, and the use and potential use of vaccine adjuvants. 
Adjuvants enhance or “supercharge” the immune response, reduce the number of 
vaccines needed, and allow supplies to last longer. Currently, aluminum salts are the 
only approved vaccine adjuvants for use in the United States. The use of adjuvants has 
been suspected, but not confirmed, in the development of illnesses in Gulf War 
veterans who may have received squalene-containing anthrax vaccines. However, the 
current stock of U.S. swine flu vaccines does not contain adjuvants, according to an 
informational video produced by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The 
video does acknowledge that there is an emergency provision to use them — should the 
pandemic accelerate. 
Source: http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_13555627?source=most_emailed 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

30. October 14, Wassau Daily Herald – (Wisconsin) Suspicious package at UWSP 
prompts emergency response. What appeared to be a suspicious package Tuesday 
morning on campus at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point turned out to be a 
prop for a class. Although the incident proved not to be serious, it did provide 
university officials a chance for a live-action implementation of the campus’s 
emergency management plan. Before Tuesday, the plan had never been activated, only 
tested via multiple run-throughs. Now, Protective Services and administrators can 
evaluate how the plan worked in action. The initial impressions were positive, said the 
director of university communications because the entire incident was wrapped up in 
less than half an hour, and all communications sent by computer and the public address 
system to students and staff members went off without a hitch. “I don’t think it’s at all 
inappropriate to say there is good that comes from the opportunity to run through the 
system in a situation like this,” the school official said. “Of course, we’re happy and 
thankful it wasn’t anything worse or tragic.” 

http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_13555627?source=most_emailed
http://www.walb.com/Global/story.asp?S=11308145
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Source: 
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/article/20091014/WDH0101/910140624/1981 

31. October 13, Las Vegas Sun – (Nevada) DMV office on Sahara reopens after 
evacuation. Metro Police and the Las Vegas Fire Department investigated a 
“suspicious item” at a Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles office in eastern Las 
Vegas. The Department of Motor Vehicles made the decision to evacuate the building 
shortly after 11 a.m., a police spokesman said. The building has since reopened. An 
item was found that seemed out of place at the DMV office at 2701 E. Sahara Ave., 
said a police spokesman. As people left the building, someone pulled the fire alarm, 
although there is no evidence of a fire or foul odor. The armored bomb squad had not 
been called to the building. No details of what police found have been released. 
Source: http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/oct/13/suspicious-item-prompts-
evacuation-dmv-office/ 

32. October 13, WTEN 10 Albany – (New York) Indictment: Convict plotted against 
D.A. and several others. A 30-year-old western Massachusetts man was arraigned 
Tuesday morning in Troy on felony charges for an alleged kidnapping plot targeting 
several people, including the former Rensselaer County district attorney. The suspect, 
who is originally from North Adams, is facing multiple charges in the case, among 
them two counts of criminal solicitation in the second degree — a Class D felony — 
and also one count of conspiracy in the second degree — a Class B felony. He has 
pleaded not guilty to those charges. The suspect is already serving an eight-and-a-half 
year sentence at Green Haven Correctional Facility in Dutchess County, following a 
2005 conviction for the robbery of a Fleet Bank branch in the Town of Berlin. The 
former district attorney helped send the suspect to jail in that case. WTEN-TV is told 
the suspect then hatched a plan with an unnamed fellow inmate to kidnap, restrain, 
harm, and kill not only the district attorney, but numerous people involved with his 
bank robbery conviction. The indictment says the suspect also plotted against a former 
Rensselaer County assistant district attorney, the suspect’s former public defender, and 
employees of the Fleet Bank where the robbery took place. The plan, however, quickly 
unraveled when the hired prisoner went to police, which helped authorities get the hard 
evidence they needed on the suspect. 
Source: http://www.wten.com/Global/story.asp?S=11306624 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

33. October 13, Seattle Post Intelligencer – (National) Microsoft gives forensics tool to 
U.S. police through NW3C. Microsoft has teamed up with the National White Collar 
Crime Center (NW3C) to distribute a computer-forensics tool to U.S. police for free. 
The Computer Online Forensic Evidence Extractor (COFEE) makes it easy for any 
officer, not just digital forensics specialists, to record the current processes of a 
suspect’s computer. An officer can plug in a COFEE-formatted USB thumb drive, run 
COFEE and download data that would have been lost if the computer were turned off 

http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/oct/13/suspicious-item-prompts-evacuation-dmv-office/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/oct/13/suspicious-item-prompts-evacuation-dmv-office/
http://www.wten.com/Global/story.asp?S=11306624
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/article/20091014/WDH0101/910140624/1981
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for transit to the police station. In April, Microsoft partnered with INTERPOL to 
distribute the first version of COFEE internationally. Tuesday marked the release of 
COFEE version 1.1.2 and the announcement of NW3C as COFEE’s U.S. 
distributor.NW3C is a nonprofit law-enforcement group that provides training, 
investigative support and research to police agencies that investigate computer and 
financial crimes. Because COFEE is only available to police, the NW3C also is vetting 
people who request to download the free forensics tool. 
Source: http://blog.seattlepi.com/microsoft/archives/181948.asp 

34. October 13, WVUE 8 New Orleans – (Louisiana) Badly damaged police station 
demolished. New Orleans police superintendent donned a hard hat and manned the 
controls of a track hoe to begin tearing down the Katrina damaged 5th District police 
station in the Ninth Ward Tuesday afternoon. Because of the amount of water that 
remained in the building for days after the levees failed, the deputy chief administrative 
officer said renovating the building would not be practical. The police chief said the 
new 19,000 square foot building that will be built will serve his officers and the 
surrounding community well. The new police station, which is in the design phase, will 
cost an estimated $6 million dollars. Fifth District officers continue to work out of a 
temporary station on Saint Claude Avenue. 
Source: http://www.fox8live.com/news/local/story/new-orleans-police-5th-district-
demolition/Wn4Q3NsAyEufEN3HMBCvqA.cspx 

35. October 11, WZZM 13 Grand Rapids – (Michigan) Robinson man who police say 
stole patrol car charged with 9 counts. A man who stole a police car Friday 
afternoon, then led police on a chase through Robinson Township, was charged 
Saturday with nine offenses. The suspect was charged with auto theft, fleeing and 
eluding police, resisting and obstructing a police officer, two counts of felonious 
assault of a police officer, and three counts of malicious destruction of police property. 
Police said a 46-year-old Robinson Township woman called 911 on Friday afternoon 
after she said she was assaulted in her vehicle by her boyfriend. The first Ottawa 
County Sheriff’s deputy on the scene was talking to the suspect when the man ran 
away, then jumped in the officer’s patrol car and drove off, police said. 
Source: http://www.wzzm13.com/news/news_story.aspx?storyid=114534&catid=14 

[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

36. October 14, SearchCIO.com – (National) Multi-sourcing requires IT governance 
strategy with multiple tiers. Recent efforts to dig into spending at NASA have 
spearheaded IT transformation — specifically, a revamp of the agency’s IT sourcing 
strategy spanning 100 contracts and 10 NASA locations. And front and center in those 
efforts is an IT governance strategy that includes individuals at every level of the 
organization. NASA spends $17.1 billion annually on IT, and to better govern sourcing 
efforts around what it calls its five IT towers — desktop services, enterprise 
applications, Web services, network services and data center services — NASA has 

http://www.fox8live.com/news/local/story/new-orleans-police-5th-district-demolition/Wn4Q3NsAyEufEN3HMBCvqA.cspx
http://www.fox8live.com/news/local/story/new-orleans-police-5th-district-demolition/Wn4Q3NsAyEufEN3HMBCvqA.cspx
http://www.wzzm13.com/news/news_story.aspx?storyid=114534&catid=14
http://blog.seattlepi.com/microsoft/archives/181948.asp
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since grouped and consolidated the number of providers within these silos. Vendors 
now provide services for more than one site — previously, each site procured its own 
providers for certain services. NASA’s IT contracts were being executed out of 10 field 
centers across the country, in such locations as Johnson Space Center in Houston, 
Kennedy Space Center on Merritt Island in Florida, and the Marshall Space Flight 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama “Each of these sites has operated very autonomously,” 
said the director of NASA Marshall Space Flight Center’s Office of the CIO. “It led to 
an environment in which IT infrastructure was somewhat fractured, [which] has made it 
very difficult for engineers and scientists to collaborate across our business centers.” It 
also meant duplicate services and inefficient IT spending. Multi-sourcing is a common 
approach for large organizations like NASA, which runs 8,000 websites (2,000 of them 
public-facing) and has 3,700 full-time IT employees, including 3,000 contractors. It can 
help enterprises diversify risk, ensure competition among various providers, cut costs 
related to repetitive service contracts and improve quality, collaboration and innovation 
among a stable of IT providers, said the vice president and principal analyst at 
Forrester. Still, multi-sourcing requires internal governance as well. The vice president 
likened an effective sourcing governance structure to a pyramid, whereby the top level 
should consist of a steering committee made up of a chief operating officer, the CIO 
and other business leaders; the middle level monitors overall program management and 
is composed of the directors of vendor management, the vice president of functional IT 
areas like applications or storage, and the head of the project management office; and 
the final level comprises IT operations staff and business managers who work with the 
applications frequently. 
Source: 
http://searchcio.techtarget.com/news/article/0,289142,sid182_gci1371310,00.html 

37. October 13, The Register – (International) Google shares malware samples with 
hacked site admins. Google has rolled out a feature that provides webmasters of 
compromised sites with samples of malicious code and other detailed information to 
help them clean up. The search giant has long scanned websites for malware while 
indexing the world wide web. When it detects outbreaks, it includes language in search 
results that warns the site may be harmful and passes that information along so the 
Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, and Apple Safari browsers can more prominently 
warn users. Google also provides administrators a private list of infected pages so they 
can be cleaned up. Now, Google will give additional detail by offering samples of 
malicious code that criminal hackers may have injected into a website. In some cases, 
the service will also identify the underlying cause of the malicious code. Admins of 
compromised websites will get the information automatically when logging in to 
Google’s Webmaster Tools. “While it is important to protect users, we also know that 
most of these sites are not intentionally distributing malware,” a spokesman for Google 
wrote in announcing the new feature. “We understand the frustration of webmasters 
whose sites have been compromised without their knowledge and who discover that 
their site has been flagged.” The new feature will allow webmasters to view the the 
malicious javascript, HTML, or Adobe Flash that has been injected in to a site and 
provide the exact URL where it is found. The spokesman cautioned the information 
should be considered a starting point in the process of cleaning the sullied site. 

http://searchcio.techtarget.com/news/article/0,289142
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Source: 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/10/13/google_webmaster_malware_notification/ 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Website: http://www.us-cert.gov. 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Website: https://www.it-isac.org/.  

 
[Return to top]  

Communications Sector 

38. October 14, Web Host Industry Review – (New York) CentriLogic opens Buffalo data 
center. Expanding its presence in New York state, outsourced data center services 
provider CentriLogic has opened a data center in Buffalo and a new office in Buffalo’s 
downtown core to support its colocation and managed hosting services. According to 
its October 14 announcement, CentriLogic’s decision to build facilities in Buffalo is the 
second phase of its plan to establish data centers across the region known as the 
“Golden Horseshoe.” Originally relying on its 23,000-square-foot Rochester data center 
that opened in 2007, CentriLogic later opened a 10,000 square foot data center in the 
Toronto area in April, which brought its total capacity to roughly 1,600 cabinets. 
Located in 23,000 square feet of offices in Main Place Tower at 350 Main St., 
CentriLogic provides top physical and data security systems, including fire detection 
and suppression, HVAC, biometric user authentication and video surveillance. 
Source: http://www.thewhir.com/web-hosting-
news/101409_CentriLogic_Opens_Buffalo_Data_Center 

39. October 13, Web Host Industry Review – (International) Tier1 releases report on new 
data center technologies. IT research group Tier1 Research announced on October 13 
it has released a new data center report that focuses on the advancement of emerging 
data center technologies and the impending impact on the entire data center value 
chain. Entitled “Datacenter Design: The Business of Technology”, the report looks at 
new and innovative technologies that help increase data center efficiency and 
reliability, increase energy efficiency, promote adoption of data center standardization 
to reduce time to market and decrease long-term maintenance and costs. The report 
gives insight into which data center technologies will have the greatest chance of being 
adopted versus those technologies that will likely have slower adoption rates or no 
adoption at all within the next few years. A range of data center design technologies are 
discussed in the report including modularization and containers, powered base 
buildings, economizers, heat reclamation/cogeneration, absorption chillers, thermal 
storage, and power monitoring and data center controls. The report covers key public 
and private companies in the Internet data center sector, including 365 Main, Schneider 
Electric, Avocent, CoreSite, Digital Realty Trust, DuPont Fabros, Eaton, Emerson 

http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/10/13/google_webmaster_malware_notification/
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Network Power, IBM, NTT America, Quality Technology Services, Raritan, Stream 
Realty, Telehouse Europe, Turbine Air Systems and Validus DC Systems. 
Source: http://www.thewhir.com/web-hosting-
news/101309_Tier1_Releases_Report_on_New_Data_Center_Technologies 

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

40. October 14, WESH 2 Orlando – (Florida) Acid bomb explodes at apartment 
complex. Investigators are working to determine who placed acid bombs in the 
breezeway of an Orange County, Florida apartment complex. Authorities were called to 
the Vizcaya Lakes Apartments near Ocoee around 8 p.m. on Tuesday after a resident 
saw a suspicious device and said it exploded before investigators arrived. Investigators 
said they found the device with smoke coming from it, and hazmat teams located three 
additional acid bombs during the investigation. Nobody was injured, and no apartments 
were evacuated. An investigation is underway by the Orange County Sheriff’s Office. 
Source: http://www.wesh.com/news/21289513/detail.html 

[Return to top]  

National Monuments and Icons Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Dams Sector 

41. October 14, USA Today – (Louisiana) La. parish tries new approach to fending off 
hurricanes. Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana, leaders have developed a novel way to 
protect the area from storms: by usurping federal plans and barricading the region with 
barrier islands, marshes, and cypress trees. Coastal restoration and hurricane protection 
remain enormous challenges for Louisiana’s coastal communities and could be key 
topics of conversation when the President visits the area Thursday. Known as the 
“speed bump” for storms rolling off the Gulf of Mexico and into Louisiana, 
Plaquemines Parish has been punished repeatedly by hurricanes, said Plaquemines’ 
coastal management director. Last summer, parish leaders ran 38 projects planned for 
the parish through computer simulations at the U.S. Army Engineer Research and 
Development Center in Vicksburg, Mississippi. That is the research and development 
arm of the Army Corps. The results, the director said, were stunning: the projects 
would lower storm surge by only less than a half-foot in most places, leaving the parish 
vulnerable to storms. “That’s when we regrouped,” he said. Parish leaders recruited the 
help of the interim director at Louisiana State University’s Hurricane Center, and drew 
up a new, “multiple lines of defense” plan. It calls for using sediment from the nearby 
Mississippi River to rebuild brackish marshes and raise a cypress-tree-lined ridge in 

http://www.wesh.com/news/21289513/detail.html
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front of the 100 miles of levees protecting the southern part of the parish. It also 
proposes to fortify barrier islands off the coast to slow a storm’s surge. The new plan 
tested much better, bringing down storm surge by as much as 6 feet in some places. 
And by leasing a long-term dredger to draw sediment from the Mississippi, parish 
officials could lower the cost of the overall project by $500,000, the parish president 
said. Parish officials said they could build the entire project in about 15 years, about a 
third of the time it would likely take the Army Corps.  
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/weather/storms/hurricanes/2009-10-13-
plaquemines_N.htm 

42. October 13, KLTV 7 Tyler – (Texas) Dam holds back the waters...for now. In Wood 
County, Texas, residents evacuated their homes near Highway 37 and County Road 
2330 after water breached the Victory Lake dam. Emergency crews responded around 
noon. A man bought his land three years ago. The main attraction? Victory Lake and its 
30-year-old dam. But, the excessive rain has put Vail’s lake and dam in jeopardy. He 
says a pipe runs into the pond and if water gets too high, it drains the lake. But, he says 
the pipe has been clogged, and he has tried to clear it for the past year. “About 10 days 
ago, we cleared out the spill way, but with all of the rain that we have had in the last 
two or three weeks, there is no place for the water to go,” he said. And, if the dam 
breaks, the only place the water can go is nearby roads and homes. Neighbors said 
water started spilling over the dam around 7 a.m. Tuesday. Emergency crews arrived 
around noon. By the end of the afternoon, sand bags and railroad ties were put on top of 
the damn in hopes to stop the water. For now, the dam remains intact as water 
continues to rain down. Late Tuesday afternoon, emergency crews said they think they 
had put enough support around the dam to keep it from breaking. 
Source: http://www.kltv.com/Global/story.asp?S=11308500 
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Department of Homeland Security Disclaimer 
The DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is a non-commercial publication intended to educate and inform 
personnel engaged in infrastructure protection. Further reproduction or redistribution is subject to original copyright 
restrictions. DHS provides no warranty of ownership of the copyright, or accuracy with respect to the original source 
material.  
 

 

http://www.dhs.gov/iaipdailyreport
mailto:NICCReports@dhs.gov
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
mailto:support@govdelivery.com
http://www.us-cert.gov/
mailto:nicc@dhs.gov
mailto:soc@us-cert.gov

