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Top Stories 

 According to the Houston Chronicle, a 2-mile stretch of the Houston Ship Channel remains 
closed indefinitely to ship traffic as crews work to remove 10,500 gallons of fuel oil from 
the water after a ship collided with a barge on Friday. (See item 1) 

 The Kentucky Enquirer reports that the Army Corps of Engineers used sonar equipment on 
Monday to locate a lock gate that fell into the Ohio River at the Markland Locks and Dam 
near Warsaw, Kentucky, following what officials called a catastrophic equipment 
malfunction on Sunday. (See item 43) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. September 28, Houston Chronicle – (Texas) Ship Channel stretch could reopen this 
week. A 2-mile stretch of the Houston Ship Channel remains closed indefinitely to ship 
traffic Monday as crews work to remove thousands of gallons of fuel oil from the 
water. Although the cleanup could take as long as three weeks, Coast Guard officials 
are hopeful that the channel could reopen this week. The channel is closed to all vessel 
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traffic north of the Sidney Sherman Bridge over East Loop 610. The spill is contained, 
but it is unclear how long it will take to clean up the 10,500 gallons of fuel oil that 
flowed into the water after a ship collided with a barge Friday in the channel’s 
northernmost area. As of Monday morning, crews had recovered 4,280 gallons. About 
10 vessels — four inbound and six outbound — are blocked from moving as the 
cleanup progresses. Officials are trying to determine how to get the vessels — ships, 
tugs, and barges — moving without disturbing the cleanup. The oil is in the channel’s 
last few miles, which is much less traveled than other areas. “Right now we don’t have 
a major problem and don’t have major impact on port operations,” a chief petty officer 
said. The spill happened when a 458-foot vessel, owned by W.O. Ship Management 
based in the Marshall Islands, was trying to turn around near Brady’s Island around 9 
p.m. Friday and struck Buffalo Barge No. 251. One of the vessel’s fuel tanks was 
damaged, and heavy fuel oil leaked for more than four hours out of a 2-foot-by-4-foot 
gash that was about 5 feet above the water line. The vessel’s owner has taken 
responsibility for the spill and will pay for the cleanup. At least 130 people are working 
on the cleanup. 
Source: http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/hotstories/6640783.html 

2. September 27, Associated Press – (International) PUC head: Gas leak can’t be 
compared to oil leaks. An explosion last month involving a TransCanada natural gas 
pipeline cannot be equated to what might happen if the company’s crude oil pipeline 
leaked, according to the chairman of the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC). TransCanada is building a pipeline through eastern South Dakota to carry crude 
oil from Alberta to refineries in Oklahoma and Illinois. But he says it is not proper to 
compare what happens when natural gas and crude oil pipelines fail. The natural gas 
line explosion, near Englehart, Ontario, about a month ago, shot flames hundreds of 
feet into the air and knocked a father and two sons who were more than a mile from the 
rupture across their yard, Canadian media accounts indicated. The explosion reportedly 
damaged a couple of homes and melted the siding on one 600 yards away. Residents in 
the rural area were evacuated for a short time. No injuries were reported, but the 
explosion reportedly left a 20-foot hole in the ground. He said natural gas leaks are not 
uncommon and that explosions can cause major damage and injuries. He said the gas is 
highly compressed and very flammable. The PUC chairman said the crude oil to be sent 
through TransCanada’s Keystone Pipeline is a liquid and will not be highly 
compressed. Generally, if a crude oil pipeline leaks, it contaminates nearby soil. There 
have been thousands of hazardous material leaks, mostly gas, from pipelines in South 
Dakota, he said. In each case, the state Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources has reported it fixed the leaks, he said. 
Source: 
http://www.argusleader.com/article/20090927/UPDATES/90927001/1001/news 

3. September 27, Thibodaux Daily Comet – (Louisiana) Local power companies reassess 
in wake of storms. After coping with widespread damage to their systems after 
hurricanes Gustav and Ike, power companies have increased their defenses in the past 
year. Hurricane Gustav caused massive damage to power lines after its Cocodrie 
landfall, yielding strong winds as far north as Baton Rouge. The storm left Entergy 
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Louisiana with up to $285 million and left 829,000 customers without power. Entergy, 
the largest utility in the state and in the Houma-Thibodaux area, serves about 26,000 
customers in Terrebonne and 42,000 in Lafourche. Entergy said 2,500 poles were 
damaged by Gustav, far more than the 200 affected by Katrina. The widespread 
flooding associated with Hurricane Ike, which skirted the coastline just weeks after 
Gustav, complicated the repair process. Crews saw the poles they had just installed 
felled again because of the steady winds and sodden ground. In the year since the back-
to-back storms, Entergy raised coastal substations, installed stronger poles and 
strengthened wire supports. About 4,700 miles of trees were trimmed to avoid future 
line damage. Workers also used infrared tools to look for problems invisible to the 
naked eye. After Gustav, initial estimates were that power would be out for four to six 
weeks. It was restored with 21 days in most cases thanks to 5,000 linemen from outside 
the area who set up camp at Southland Mall. All the rebuilding components are the 
results of tweaks made following previous storms. 
Source: 
http://www.dailycomet.com/article/20090927/ARTICLES/909269930/1214?Title=Loc
al-power-companies-reassess-in-wake-of-storms 

4. September 26, San Antonio Express News – (California) Fire breaks out at Tesoro’s 
L.A. refinery. A fire broke out before dawn on September 25 at Tesoro Corp.’s 
refinery near Los Angeles, but no one was injured in the blaze, a Los Angeles Fire 
Department spokesman said. One hundred fifty firefighters were called to battle the 
fire, which burned for about three and a half hours before being extinguished, 
according to a Los Angeles Fire Department spokesman. “We don’t have a cause yet — 
that’s under investigation and is going to take a while,” the spokesman said. Tesoro’s 
fire brigade at the plant also helped fight the fire, he said. The blaze “centered on” the 
refinery’s coker unit, San Antonio-based Tesoro said in a statement. A coker can 
process heavy crude oil into sellable products, including gasoline. The coker underwent 
maintenance earlier the week of September 21. “The plant’s units that were affected by 
the fire were shut down,” while “other units at the refinery are currently operating but 
at reduced rates,” she said. 
Source: http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/local/61458477.html 

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

5. September 28, Elyria Chronicle-Telegram – (Ohio) Crash topples hydrogen-
peroxide-filled semi. Two Elyria residents were involved in a crash Saturday morning 
and a few Sullivan residents were evacuated from their homes after the crash left a 
tractor trailer filled with 34,000 pounds of organic hydrogen peroxide overturned at the 
intersection of state Route 58 and County Road 40. One of the drivers was driving a 
Chevy Impala west on County Road 40 when she failed to stop at a stop sign and hit a 
2007 International tractor trailer. Due to the risk of an explosion, officers cordoned off 
the area, set up detours and evacuated several residents to the Sullivan Township Fire 
Department, the Ohio Highway Patrol said in a news release. The truck did not leak, 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/local/61458477.html
http://www.dailycomet.com/article/20090927/ARTICLES/909269930/1214?Title=Local-power-companies-reassess-in-wake-of-storms
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and by 8:30 p.m. Saturday, residents were allowed to return home and the roads were 
reopened, said police. 
Source: http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2009/09/27/crash-topples-hydrogen-
peroxide-filled-semi/ 

6. September 27, Great Falls Tribune – (Montana) Hi-Line train derails between Wolf 
Point, Poplar. More than 40 crewmembers worked through the night in hopes of 
reopening a rail line Sunday after 13 cars from a BNSF Railway Co. train derailed east 
of Wolf Point Saturday. Twelve of the cars were empty but one of the three tankers was 
carrying metam sodium, a corrosive liquid and pesticide, said a BNSF spokesman. The 
car was not punctured or leaking, and it should not pose an environmental hazard, he 
said. The cars derailed in a remote area between Wolf Point and Poplar with the nearest 
home about a mile away. Several cars were lying sideways and some were twisted or 
upright. Responders were on the scene and closed a secondary road near the tracks; the 
Wolf Point Fire Department was on standby. About nine miles east of Wolf Point near 
the Macon crossing, the Minneapolis bound train was pulling off a sidetrack and onto 
the main line at 31 mph when the derailment occurred. The train originated in Pasco, 
Washington and is one of 40 trains that use that line every day, including the Seattle-
Chicago Empire Builder. The Amtrak Web site reported that service along Montana’s 
Hi-Line would be disrupted through Sunday, September 27. 
Source: http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20090927/NEWS01/909270310/Hi-
Line-train-derails-between-Wolf-Point--Poplar 

7. September 27, Amarillo Globe News – (Texas) No one hurt in urea-tank explosion in 
Dumas. Dumas firefighters responded to a hazardous material call Saturday afternoon 
after a tank with urea inside exploded. Firefighters said they were called to 106 
Schroeter Blvd. in Etter about 3 p.m. after the tank storing the chemical used in 
fertilizer exploded about an hour before. No one was injured, and there was not a fire, 
but because the chemical is hazardous it was treated as a hazmat spill, firefighters said. 
The tank exploded after the urea overheated, causing the tank to rupture, they said. 
Source: http://www.amarillo.com/stories/092709/new_news8.shtml 

8. September 25, United States Environmental Protection Agency – (Illinois) EPA settles 
with Emco Chemical for chemical release reporting violations. U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Region 5 recently settled with EMCO Chemical Distributors Inc., 
North Chicago, Illinois on hazardous chemical release reporting violations. The 
company will pay an $82,661 penalty. The facility was cited for failure to promptly 
report two hazardous chemical releases to the National Response Center. EMCO failed 
to report a 603-pound release of trichloroethylene in July 2007 and a 5,224-pound 
release of tert-butyl acetate in August 2007. The company also failed to notify state and 
local response agencies in a timely manner. Federal law requires that federal, state and 
local authorities be notified of a hazardous chemical release. In the event of a fire or 
emergency, responders need to know what they are dealing with so they can take steps 
to protect people living or working in the area. 
Source: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/FAFD097159551E768525763C0068CA4E 

http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20090927/NEWS01/909270310/Hi-Line-train-derails-between-Wolf-Point--Poplar
http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20090927/NEWS01/909270310/Hi-Line-train-derails-between-Wolf-Point--Poplar
http://www.amarillo.com/stories/092709/new_news8.shtml
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/FAFD097159551E768525763C0068CA4E
http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2009/09/27/crash-topples-hydrogen-peroxide-filled-semi/
http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2009/09/27/crash-topples-hydrogen-peroxide-filled-semi/
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[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

9. September 25, Orange County Register – (California) San Onofre nuclear emergency 
simulation goes well, officials say. Federal regulators gave favorable reviews Friday to 
the way San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station personnel and nearby communities 
responded to a simulated nuclear emergency Wednesday. “Had it been a real event, we 
continue to have high confidence that the site could implement their emergency plan 
and that that plan is adequate to protect the health and safety of the public,” said a 
senior emergency preparedness inspector with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
The exercise simulated how the power plant would respond to an escalating situation 
on site, how the plant would notify outside communities and how agencies in Orange 
and San Diego Counties would mobilize and react to changing conditions to protect the 
public, up to and including organizing an evacuation. 
Source: http://www.ocregister.com/articles/nuclear-edison-san-2582334-emergency-
generators 

10. September 24, Associated Press – (Pennsylvania) Trailer with nuclear plant debris 
crashes in Pa. Officials say a tractor-trailer that crashed in northeastern Pennsylvania 
was hauling concrete debris from a nuclear waste site in upstate New York. The trailer 
overturned on Interstate 81 in Butler Township on Wednesday. The Luzerne County 
emergency management director said the material did not pose a danger. Knolls Atomic 
Power Laboratory, of West Milton, New York, said the debris contained the same 
amount of radioactivity that’s in a pallet of fertilizer commonly found at lawn-and-
garden centers. The tractor-trailer was headed to a disposal site in Aiken, South 
Carolina, when it overturned. Some of the debris spilled into the median. 
Source: http://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/trailer-with-nuclear-plant-debris-
crashes-in-pa-1.1473598 

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

11. September 27, Concord Monitor – (New Hampshire) Fire snuffed at foundry 
plant. No injuries were reported in an overnight fire at the Webster Valve Foundry that 
disrupted operations at the Franklin plant. Built-up material underneath a smelting pot 
ignited about 11:45 p.m. Friday and was under control about 10 minutes later, 
according to a press release from the Franklin Fire Department. Firefighters used dry 
chemical extinguishers to snuff out the blaze. Using water to put it out would have 
caused an explosion of molten metal, the release said. Operations at the plant were 
briefly interrupted while the materials cooled and until the danger of re-ignition passed, 
it said. “This type of incident is complex and requires company representatives to work 
closely with the fire department as they know the specifics of equipment and 
materials,” the fire captain said in a statement. The Tilton-Northfield Fire Department 
also responded to the scene. 

http://www.ocregister.com/articles/nuclear-edison-san-2582334-emergency-generators
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/nuclear-edison-san-2582334-emergency-generators
http://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/trailer-with-nuclear-plant-debris-crashes-in-pa-1.1473598
http://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/trailer-with-nuclear-plant-debris-crashes-in-pa-1.1473598
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Source: 
http://www.concordmonitor.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090927/NEWS01/9092
70354 

12. September 26, Danvers Herald – (Massachusetts) Fire quickly extinguished at 
century-old factory in Danvers Square. The cause of the three-alarm fire at Hotwatt 
that brought firefighters from eight different communities to Danvers’ (Massachusetts) 
assistance on September 20 is still under investigation, said the deputy fire chief. 
“Nothing appears to be suspicious,” he said on September 21, explaining the 
investigation is centered on looking for the heat source, what ignited first. “A call came 
in to dispatch at 7:37 p.m. from a neighbor and from the master box at the building 
shortly after.” Firefighters responded to the scene from Middleton, Topsfield, Beverly, 
Salem, and Peabody. Firefighters from Hamilton, Wenham, and North Reading covered 
the stations. When firefighters arrived, the sprinklers had already done their job and 
nothing was visible from the outside. But, when firefighters went inside, they 
discovered fire in the basement. Had the fire reached the attic, the building would have 
been lost, the chief said. “The basement is where we cut stainless steel tubing, so there 
was no inventory damage,” the company president said. “The personnel office was 
above it and that was damaged by all the activity. It was moved to the accounting 
department where we had the room.” The other buildings continued to be operational 
on Monday; by Tuesday, it was business as usual for the whole company. The factory 
on Maple St. has housed Hotwatt since its founding in 1952 as a manufacturer of coil 
heating elements. 
Source: http://www.wickedlocal.com/danvers/news/x1789529929/Fire-quickly-
extinguished-at-century-old-factory-in-Danvers-Square 

13. September 26, Tampa Bay Online – (Florida) Fire causes $75,000 in damage to 
Clearwater building. A chemical fire at TSE Industries in Clearwater, Florida on 
September 26 caused an estimated $75,000 in damages, according to the Pinellas Park 
Fire Department. The incident occurred around 11:30 a.m. TSE employees were 
performing maintenance on processing tanks inside the building when the insulation on 
the tank, containing chemical used to make polyurethane adhesives, and building 
caught fire after a heat gun was left on, the Pinellas Park Fire Department spokesman 
said. Although the building’s sprinkler system extinguished the fire, a large amount of 
smoke was generated in the 64,000-square-foot building, the fire report said. TSE is a 
rubber manufacturing and plastic fabricating facility. The building’s skylights were 
removed by fire crews to help ventilate the facility, he said. Pinellas Park also used 
their public works airboat to push air into the building, clearing the smoke in 25 
minutes, according to the report. No TSE employees were injured, but several 
firefighters were treated at the scene for heat-related illnesses, the report said. The 
incident was cleared by the fire department and the building was turned over to the 
owner, the report said. 
Source: http://www2.tbo.com/content/2009/sep/26/e-causes-75000-damage-clearwater-
building/news-breaking/ 

http://www.wickedlocal.com/danvers/news/x1789529929/Fire-quickly-extinguished-at-century-old-factory-in-Danvers-Square
http://www.wickedlocal.com/danvers/news/x1789529929/Fire-quickly-extinguished-at-century-old-factory-in-Danvers-Square
http://www2.tbo.com/content/2009/sep/26/e-causes-75000-damage-clearwater-building/news-breaking/
http://www2.tbo.com/content/2009/sep/26/e-causes-75000-damage-clearwater-building/news-breaking/
http://www.concordmonitor.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090927/NEWS01/909270354
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14. September 25, London Independent – (International) Vedanta under scrutiny as 100 
feared dead at aluminium plant. The safety policies of the London-listed mining 
giant Vedanta Resources are set to come under scrutiny after an accident at one of its 
sites in India killed as many as 100 people on September 23. The group has already 
been blacklisted by some investors over ethical and environmental concerns. The death 
toll is expected to rise after a chimney collapsed at an aluminium plant in which 
Vedanta has a 51 percent stake through its subsidiary Sterlite Industries. Sterlite is the 
builder at the site in Korba, in the central India state of Chhattisgarh. An investigation 
is expected, but initial reports blamed bad weather. However, the south Asian head of 
the Building and Woodworkers’ International union said that the accident was bad, 
even by India’s poor safety standards: “It is one of the worst accidents in India’s recent 
construction history,” he said. Vedanta, which claims to benefit from “relatively low 
cost of operations and large and inexpensive labour and talent pools,” expressed regret 
but declined to comment further. 
Source: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/vedanta-under-scrutiny-as-
100-feared-dead-at-aluminium-plant-1792876.html 

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

15. September 28, CNN – (Georgia) Georgia bank is 95th to fail this year. Atlanta-based 
Georgian Bank was closed by state regulators on September 25, according to the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, becoming the 95th to fail in the nation this 
year. Customers of Georgian Bank are protected. The FDIC, which has insured bank 
deposits since the Great Depression, currently covers customer accounts up to 
$250,000. First Citizens Bank and Trust Company, Inc., of Columbia, South Carolina, 
agreed to assume all of Georgian’s $2 billion deposits and will purchase “essentially 
all” of its $2 billion in assets, the FDIC said. The five branches of Georgian Bank will 
reopen on September 28 as branches of First Citizens Bank. “We view this transaction 
as a unique opportunity based on current developments in our industry,” said the 
president and chief operating officer for First Citizens, in a statement. The acquisition 
is part of First Citizens’ “expansion strategy” in South Carolina and Georgia, he added. 
The 95 banks that have failed so far this year, an average of more than 10 per month, is 
nearly four times the number of banks that failed in 2008. It’s the highest tally since 
1992, when 181 banks failed. 
Source: 
http://money.cnn.com/2009/09/25/news/economy/bank_failure/?postversion=20090925
17 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/vedanta-under-scrutiny-as-100-feared-dead-at-aluminium-plant-1792876.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/vedanta-under-scrutiny-as-100-feared-dead-at-aluminium-plant-1792876.html
http://money.cnn.com/2009/09/25/news/economy/bank_failure/?postversion=2009092517
http://money.cnn.com/2009/09/25/news/economy/bank_failure/?postversion=2009092517
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16. September 27, USA Today – (National) FDIC chief wants overdraft fees 
restricted. The head of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) is calling for tight 
restrictions on fees charged for overdrawn checking accounts. In the past week, some 
of the nation’s largest banks have announced plans to change the way they assess 
overdraft fees. The Federal Reserve has said it plans to release a rule by the end of the 
year on overdrafts. But it is unclear whether, and to what extent, it will require banks to 
curtail overdraft practices. Some analysts say that onerous restrictions could also make 
it harder for the troubled industry to recover. Overdraft fee income has been a huge 
source of profits for banks. In 2009, banks are expected to reap a record $38.5 billion 
from overdraft fees, nearly twice the $20.5 billion they stand to collect from credit card 
penalties such as late and over-limit fees, according to research firms Moebs Services 
and R.K. Hammer. 
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/banking/2009-09-27-bank-
overdraft-fees-regulation_N.htm 

17. September 27, Reuters – (New York) Madoff sons, brother, niece to be sued: 
report. An epic swindler’s two sons, his brother and a niece will be sued this week for 
$198 million, the trustee winding down the Madoff firm told CBS News’ “60 Minutes” 
broadcast on September 27. The sons, brother and niece all held executive positions 
with the firm and should have known about the multibillion-dollar, worldwide 20-year-
long Ponzi scheme, the trustee and his chief counsel told the program. Wall Street’s 
biggest investment fraud, a Ponzi scheme in which early investors are paid with the 
money of new clients, collapsed in the declining economy in December 2008. The 
mastermind confessed to the fraud of as much as $64.8 billion and is serving a 150-year 
prison sentence. Asked by “60 Minutes” whether investigators were working under the 
assumption that there was money still hidden, the chief counsel said: “Yes, we are” and 
the trustee said, “We’d assume it’s millions and millions of dollars.” The chief counsel 
told “60 Minutes” he estimated about $36 billion went into the whole scheme. “About 
$18 (billion) of it went out before the collapse. And $18 (billion) of it is just missing. 
And that $18 billion is what we’re trying to get back.” The New York lawyers said the 
latest lawsuit to recover money for defrauded investors under the Securities Investor 
Protection Act would accuse the family members of negligence and breach of fiduciary 
duty. The lawsuits to be filed in U.S. bankruptcy court in New York would also accuse 
them of profiting personally in the tens of millions of dollars while working at the firm. 
Source: http://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory?id=8688396 

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

18. September 26, WFAA 8 Dallas-Fort Worth – (California) ‘Unruly’ passengers force 
unplanned landing for American jet. An American Airlines jet made an unscheduled 
landing after taking off from Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport when as many as 
three passengers reportedly became “unruly.” Flight 61 was bound for Tokyo, but the 
aircraft was diverted to San Francisco International Airport. An airport spokesperson 
said three passengers — two men and one woman — were removed when it landed at 

http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/banking/2009-09-27-bank-overdraft-fees-regulation_N.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/banking/2009-09-27-bank-overdraft-fees-regulation_N.htm
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory?id=8688396
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3:27 p.m. An American Airlines spokeswoman said only one passenger was taken from 
the plane. After spending an hour on the ground, the flight then continued on its way to 
Tokyo. The “unruly” passengers were questioned by the FBI and local police. 
Source: http://www.wfaa.com/sharedcontent/dws/wfaa/county-
tarrant/stories/wfaa090926_wz_unrulypassengers.1bcaab3e4.html 

19. September 26, BBC – (International) Fears over ‘internal’ terror bomb. Security and 
intelligence experts are deeply worried by a new development in suicide bombing, the 
BBC has learned. It has emerged that an al-Qaeda bomber who died last month while 
trying to blow up a Saudi prince in Jeddah had hidden the explosives inside his body. 
Only the attacker died, but it is feared that the new development could be copied by 
others. Experts say it could have implications for airport security, rendering traditional 
metal detectors “useless”. Last month’s bombing left people wondering how one of the 
most wanted al-Qaeda operatives in Saudi Arabia could get so close to the prince in 
charge of counter-terrorism that he was able to blow himself up in the same room. 
Western forensic investigators think they have the answer, and it is worrying them 
profoundly. The explosives, the investigators believe, were detonated by mobile phone. 
The bomber was a Saudi al-Qaeda fugitive who said he wanted to give himself up to 
the prince in person. The prince took him at his word and gave him safe passage to his 
palace. But there, once he got next to his target, the bomb inside him was detonated. 
Miraculously the prince survived with minor injuries, but footage emerging this week 
shows a sizeable crater in the concrete floor and the bomber’s body blown in half. It is 
believed the force of the blast went downwards which is why only the bomber died. 
Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8276016.stm 

For more stories, see items 1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 34, and 43  
 
[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

20. September 28, St. Petersburg Times – (Florida) Man says he has bomb, robs Pasco 
Sweetbay supermarket. Police are searching for a man who entered a Sweetbay 
supermarket in New Port Richey Sunday evening and threatened a cashier with a bomb 
before leaving with money from the register. At about 5:30 p.m., an unidentified man 
wearing glasses and a bandanna walked into the store and said he had a bomb that he 
would detonate if he was not given money, a police captain said. After a cashier gave 
him money, the man exited the store on foot, leaving something that resembled a bomb 
on the customer service counter. Police evacuated the store and surrounding businesses 
for several hours, the captain said. The Tampa Bay Regional Bomb Squad was called to 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8276016.stm
http://www.wfaa.com/sharedcontent/dws/wfaa/county-tarrant/stories/wfaa090926_wz_unrulypassengers.1bcaab3e4.html
http://www.wfaa.com/sharedcontent/dws/wfaa/county-tarrant/stories/wfaa090926_wz_unrulypassengers.1bcaab3e4.html
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the scene but said there was “no indication of a explosive material in the box.” 
Source: http://www.tampabay.com/news/man-says-he-has-bomb-robs-pasco-sweetbay-
supermarket/1039859 

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

21. September 28, WTOC 11 Savannah – (Georgia) Residents concerned over major 
sewage spill. On Saturday morning, the City of Savannah, Georgia discovered a major 
sewage spill from a damaged line after they received complaints of a foul smell in the 
area. According to the City of Savannah, more than 111,000 gallons of sewage spilled 
into Richardson Creek just off the Islands Expressway.  
Source: http://www.wtoctv.com/Global/story.asp?S=11207453 

22. September 28, U.S. Department of Justice – (Oklahoma) Former Oklahoma official 
sentenced for concealing violations of Safe Drinking Water Act. The former 
supervisor of the wastewater treatment facility in Ft. Gibson, Oklahoma was sentenced 
on September 28 in federal court in Muskogee, Oklahoma, to serve six months home 
confinement for submitting false statements that concealed violations of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, the Justice Department announced. He was also sentenced to pay a 
$5,000 fine and serve five years probation following the term of confinement. On April 
29, 2009, he pleaded guilty to a one-count felony information charging him with 
making false statements in a monthly operational report submitted to the Oklahoma 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ ). While serving as the supervisor at the 
Ft. Gibson Water Treatment Plant, he submitted monthly operational reports for 
drinking water which contained false test entries for water turbidity and residual 
disinfectant levels. There was no indication that his actions caused any actual harm to 
individuals who consumed the drinking water from the plant. 
Source: http://media-newswire.com/release_1100353.html 

[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

23. September 27, KBCI 2 Boise – (Idaho) Cigarette to blame for nursing home fire. Fire 
investigators said Sunday that an unattended cigarette is to blame for a second alarm 
fire at Chateau de Boise nursing home, in Boise, Idaho. Fire investigators believe the 
unattended cigarette ignited the fire on the wooden third floor balcony. When flames 
ignited a carpet on the deck, the fire spread to the 2nd floor balcony directly beneath. 
Flames then spread to the adjacent 3rd floor apartment, which activated the sprinkler 
system. Firefighters evacuated about 30 residents from the wing of the home impacted 
by the fire. Several staff members and visitors were also evacuated. Two people were 
sent to the hospital during the incident; one, a staff member, was treated and released 
for smoke inhalation; a resident of the home fell during the evacuation and was 
transported for observation. The resident’s condition is not known. Fire damage was 
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limited mainly to the exterior of the building. Water damage from the sprinklers and 
firefighting efforts did damage the interior. 
Source: http://www.2news.tv/news/local/62260142.html 

24. September 26, Los Angeles Times – (California) Flu absences prompt L.A. hospital to 
close emergency room. A Los Angeles hospital was forced to close its emergency 
room earlier this month due to under-staffing after several nurses became sick with the 
flu, authorities said. Los Angeles Metropolitan Medical Center voluntarily closed its 
four-bed emergency room September 18 after a surprise visit by state health inspectors, 
who found two of three emergency room nurses were out sick, said the hospital’s chief 
executive. The 213-bed hospital has a staff of 700, but has few nurses trained to work 
in the emergency room, which was added two years ago. The hospital is owned by 
Tustin-based Pacific Health Corp. After the closure, hospital officials improved backup 
staffing plans and now expect to meet with state inspectors to reopen the emergency 
room Monday. In the interim, county officials have been notified to divert ambulances 
to other local hospitals, said a spokesman for the state Department of Public Health. 
Source: http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-hospital26-
2009sep26,0,2554769.story 

25. September 25, Computerworld – (North Carolina) UNC data breach exposes 163,000 
SSNs. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill on Friday began notifying about 
163,000 women about the potential compromise of their Social Security numbers and 
other personal information after a hacker breached a system containing the data. The 
breached server belonged to the UNC School of Medicine and contained information 
that was collected as part of a federally funded mammography research project. The 
system contained records on a total of 236,000 women, of which about 163,000 
included Social Security numbers. The chairman of the university’s Department of 
Radiology said the breach was first discovered in July when a researcher reported 
problems accessing the system. A subsequent investigation by the school’s information 
systems staff revealed that the system had been hacked. Though the breach was 
discovered in July, there are indications that the actual intrusion may have taken place 
as long as two years ago. “We think we found some viruses that date back to 2007,” he 
said. The breached server received information from 31 different sites across the state. 
When the breach was discovered, the system was taken offline immediately and has 
remained that way since July, he said. The sites that were sending the information to 
UNC have stopped doing so for the moment, while stronger precautions are 
implemented to prevent a similar breach in the future, he said. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9138529/UNC_data_breach_exposes_163_00
0_SSNs?source=rss_news 

26. September 25, Associated Press – (Colorado) Colo. Springs hospital, police 
investigate missing patient information. A Colorado Springs hospital and police are 
investigating the apparent theft of Social Security numbers and other personal 
information of 175 patients. Penrose Hospital officials believe someone took a binder 
containing a list of people who received outpatient ultrasounds in August and early 
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September. They do not believe the binder was misplaced. Centura Health, which 
oversees Penrose, is paying for a year of identity theft protection for the affected 
patients. The health system is no longer keeping the information on paper for any 
department. Locks were changed for the imaging department and new locking cabinets 
were installed. The hospital also contacted federal officials who oversee medical 
privacy law. 
Source: http://www.kdvr.com/news/sns-ap-co--hospital-
missingrecords,0,3530159.story 

[Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

27. September 28, Grand Rapids Press – (Michigan) Woman arrested, accused of 
making bomb threat at Sparta High School. Police arrested an 18-year-old woman 
who allegedly called in a bomb threat at Sparta High School earlier this month. The 
suspect was charged with a false report or threat of bomb, a four-year felony, the police 
chief of the Sparta Police Department said Monday. She is expected to be arraigned 
October 7 in Rockford District Court. She was arrested Sunday by Grand Rapids police 
after Sparta police obtained a warrant charging her in the September 18 threat. Police 
received a tip on her whereabouts. The suspect is free on $25,000 bond. 
Source: http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-
rapids/index.ssf/2009/09/woman_arrested_accused_of_maki.html 

28. September 27, WCSC 5 Charleston – (South Carolina) Naval Weapons Station 
Charleston to hold disaster drill Monday morning. The Naval Weapons Station 
Charleston, along with several agencies, is scheduled to hold a disaster 
accident/incident drill Monday, September 28, 2009 from 8 am until 12 pm. This will 
be an exercise, not an actual emergency. During this time, all traffic on the Naval 
Weapons Station, including Red Bank Road, will be restricted to personnel with US 
government identification. All vehicles will be inspected. Naval Weapons Station 
Charleston Security personnel will place barricades on Red Bank Road at the 
intersection of Red Bank Road and Pomflant Access Road, and at Red Bank Road and 
Bushy Park Road. All barriers will be placed on Naval Weapons Station federal 
property. The exercise will be conducted in its entirety on Naval Weapons Station 
Charleston. This training will allow personnel from the base, as well as personnel from 
local, county, state and federal agencies to demonstrate and train their ability to react to 
a disaster. Berkeley County Emergency Preparedness Department, Berkeley County 
Sheriff’s Office, Berkeley Country Emergency Medical Service, Goose Creek City 
Police and Fire Departments, and Berkeley County COBRA Team (Chemical, 
Ordnance, Biological, Radiological, and Assessment) are all scheduled to participate in 
the exercise. 
Source: http://www.live5news.com/Global/story.asp?S=11207440 

29. September 25, ABC 6 Providence – (Rhode Island) Cranston school evacuated for 
chemical problem. A suspected chemical problem has forced the evacuation of 
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Cranston High School West. A fire department lieutenant said no injuries have been 
reported following the incident Friday. The cause of the problem and the chemicals 
involved were not immediately clear. 
Source: http://www.abc6.com/news/61457757.html 

30. September 25, CNN – (Illinois) FBI stops plot to bomb Schock’s office. A U.S. 
Representative said Friday that he was “grateful” to the FBI for thwarting a terrorist 
attack targeting his office in Springfield, Illinois. “My office was notified today of the 
attempted terrorist attack on both the Federal Building and my Congressional Office in 
Springfield,” the U.S. Representative said in a statement. “I am incredibly grateful to 
the FBI for their fine work in preventing this terrorist attack.” The Illinois Republican’s 
office was reportedly the “secondary target” of an alleged domestic terrorist who is also 
known as “Talib Islam. The suspect had been supplied with a van filled explosives, 
which were harmless, by an FBI officer posing as an al Qaeda operative. The suspect 
reportedly then drove to the Paul Findley Federal Office Building and Courthouse, 
which is close to the Representative’s office, and attempted to detonate the explosives 
with a cell phone. The suspect was arrested immediately. 
Source: http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2009/09/25/fbi-stops-plot-to-bomb-
schocks-office/ 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

31. September 28, Homeland Security Today – (National) DHS outlines key intelligence 
initiatives and reforms. DHS’s Office of Intelligence and Analysis outlines goals of 
forthcoming strategic action plan. In the past few months, the Department of Homeland 
Security Office of Intelligence and Analysis (I&A) has made substantial progress in 
defining priority missions, improving management processes, and determining the best 
structure for I&A to meet its priorities, DHS’s Acting Under Secretary for Intelligence 
and Analysis told the Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing, and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment late last week at a hearing titled “I&A Reconceived: 
Defining a Homeland Security Intelligence Role”. He reviewed some of the key 
initiatives and reforms underway in four different areas for which I&A has major 
responsibility, including DHS’s State and Local Fusion Center program, analysis 
processes, management practices, and the new plans, policy, and performance 
management element charged with streamlining I&A processes and operations. Fusion 
centers are and will continue to be the critical delivery vehicle for strengthening the 
sharing and dissemination of useful intelligence and information between the federal 
government and our state, local, tribal and private sector partners. Central to supporting 
such a state and urban area intelligence platform was the establishment of a new Joint 
Fusion Center Program Management Office (JFC PMO). The JFC PMO will lead a 
unified department wide effort to develop and implement survey tools to ensure state, 
local and tribal customers are provided the opportunity to define and identify the types 
of homeland security-related information they need, and the format in which they need 
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it. 
Source: http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/10393/149/ 

32. September 26, Occupational Health and Safety – (National) USFA releases annual 
firefighter fatalities report. Continuing a series of annual studies on-duty firefighter 
fatalities, the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) has released the report Firefighter 
Fatalities in the United States in 2008. “The causes of death among firefighters are well 
known and the steps necessary to protect firefighters have been studied and reported in 
numerous forums,” said U.S. Fire’s administrator. “We must take the necessary steps to 
ensure, as much as possible, all firefighters return from every call, safely.” The specific 
objective of report is to identify all on-duty firefighter fatalities that occurred in the 
United States and its protectorates during the calendar year and to present in summary 
narrative form the circumstances surrounding each occurrence. An overview of the 118 
firefighters that died while on duty in 2008. 
Source: http://ohsonline.com/Articles/2009/09/26/USFA-Releases-Annual-Firefighter-
Fatalities-Report.aspx 

33. September 26, San Diego Union-Tribune – (California) New 911 system will have 
high-tech tools for police. When the new Escondido police and fire headquarters open 
early next year, it will have a state-of-the-art 911 system that eventually will allow 
residents to report crime via text message or their cell phone cameras. The City Council 
recently approved the purchase of a $353,000 system that will be paid for with state 
funds collected from a fee that telephone customers pay with their phone bills. The new 
911 system will replace the current technology, which was last updated in 2004. It will 
allow dispatchers to work outside the police and fire headquarters if an evacuation of 
the building were necessary in a major disaster. The dispatchers would be able to go to 
a police station in a city that uses the same system as Escondido and take calls and 
dispatch officers from there. The new system also will increase the number of dispatch 
stations from seven to 11. 
Source: http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/sep/26/new-911-system-will-
have-high-tech-tools-police/?northcounty&zIndex=172476 

34. September 26, Myrtle Beach Sun News – (South Carolina) Medical helicopter that 
crashed was diverting to Georgetown airport due to bad weather. A medical 
helicopter that crashed into a wooded area of Georgetown County, South Carolina, 
killing three people was trying to land at the Georgetown County Airport after diverting 
because of bad weather. Three crew members of Carolina Lifecare were killed late 
Friday when their medical helicopter crashed after they transported a patient to 
Charleston, according to authorities. No patients were on the helicopter. According to 
the National Transportation Safety Board, most medical helicopter crashes happen 
when patients are not on board. All major components of the helicopter have been 
accounted for, investigators said at a Sunday news conference. 
Source: http://www.thesunnews.com/142/story/1088057.html?storylink=omni_popular 

For another story, see item 24  
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[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

35. September 28, The Register – (International) Reddit swiftly squishes XSS 
worm. Popular social news website Reddit has stopped the spread of a cross-site 
scripting (XSS) worm that hit the site on Monday. The XSS worm spread via 
comments on the site, originally from the account of a user called xssfinder. Reddit 
failed to filter out JavaScript in some cases, specifically when a user hovered his or her 
mouse over a link, a factor the miscreants behind xssfinder’s account exploited to run a 
proof of concept attack. In an apparent test attack, xssfinder posted a comment linked 
to malicious scripts on a thread called “Guy on a bike in New York ‘high fives’ people 
hailing cabs.” Users reading the comment ended up sending massive amounts of spam 
comments onto other Reddit threads. Reddit administrators moved in promptly to close 
the vulnerability and restore order before things got out of hand. Throughout the 
confusion the site was never down. Xssfinder’s account was deleted soon after the 
attack began, reports Finnish web security firm F-Secure.  
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/09/28/reddit_xss_worm/ 

36. September 28, The Register – (International) Phishing fraud hits two year 
high. Phishing attacks reached a record high during the second quarter of 2009, with 
151,000 unique attacks, according to a study by brand reputation firm MarkMonitor. 
Brands in the financial and payment services sectors continue to be the favourite targets 
for fraudulent emails that attempt to trick users into handing over their login 
credentials. They were the subject of four in five (80 per cent) of all phish attacks in Q2 
2009. Elsewhere, attacks targeting the login credentials of social networking websites 
more than doubled between Q2 2008 and Q2 2009, increasing 168 per cent over the 
course of 12 months. An analysis of the millions of URLs in fraudulent emails by 
MarkMonitor identified a shift in the phishing techniques used by fraudsters, with 351 
attacks per organisation, on average, in Q2 2009. The US hosted half (50 per cent) of 
the sites associated with phishing attacks during Q2 2009. MarkMonitor believes 
phishing attacks are at a two-year high, contrary to some reports that suggest fraudulent 
email attacks are on the decline.  
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/09/28/phishing_fraud_trends/ 

37. September 25, ComputerWorld – (International) Hackers pay 43 cents per hijacked 
Mac. A network of Russian malware writers and spammers paid hackers 43 cents for 
each Mac machine they infected with bogus video software, a sign that Macs have 
become attack targets, a security researcher said on September 24. In a presentation on 
September 24 at the Virus Bulletin 2009 security conference in Geneva, Switzerland, a 
Sophos researcher discussed his investigation of the Russian “Partnerka,” a tangled 
collection of Web affiliates who rake in hundreds of thousands of dollars from spam 
and malware, most of the former related to phony drug sites, and much of the latter 
targeting Windows users with fake security software, or “scareware.” But the 
researcher also said he had uncovered affiliates, which he dubbed “codec-partnerka,” 
that aim for Macs. “Mac users are not immune to the scareware threat,” said the 
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researcher in the research paper he released at the conference to accompany his 
presentation. “In fact, there are ‘codec-partnerka’ dedicated to the sale and promotion 
of fake Mac software.” One example, which has since gone offline, was Mac-
codec.com, said the researcher. “Just a few months ago it was offering [43 cents] for 
each install and offered various promo materials in the form of Mac OS ‘video 
players,’” he said. Another Sophos researcher argued that the researcher’s evidence 
shows Mac users, who often dismiss security as a problem only for people running 
Microsoft’s Windows, are increasingly at risk on the Web.  
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9138517/Hackers_pay_43_cents_per_hijacke
d_Mac?taxonomyId=17 

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Website: http://www.us-cert.gov. 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Website: https://www.it-isac.org/.  

 
[Return to top]  

Communications Sector 

38. September 28, Mobile Burn – (National) AT&T asks FCC to investigate Google 
Voice. AT&T is urging the Federal Communications Commission to review the Google 
Voice call-forwarding system because it blocks outgoing calls to some phone numbers, 
the Wall Street Journal reports. The network carrier also called into question Google’s 
net neutrality double standard, its “noisome trumpeting” of the policy while it 
simultaneously limits traffic through Google Voice. The service prohibits users from 
calling adult lines and conference-call centers to keep costs down, Google says. Google 
responded to the letter on its policy blog, stating that the web-based software is not 
subject to common carrier laws and that users still need a traditional phone service to 
use Voice. Lastly, Google says AT&T’s net neutrality comparison “doesn’t fly,” since 
the FCC open Internet principles regulate broadband carriers, not software creators. 
The FCC is reviewing the letter but has not commented whether or not it will 
investigate the situation. 
Source: http://www.mobileburn.com/news.jsp?Id=7900 

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

39. September 28, NBC Washington – (Maryland) Another shopping center gas leak 
probed. It is the same scenario: a major natural gas leak at The Penn Marr shopping 
center in Forrestville, Maryland. Only this time, the problem was caught before there 
was a huge explosion. Washington Gas crews were digging holes and taking air 
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readings Monday morning to find out what caused a leak that prompted the evacuation 
of 13 stores on Sunday. Emergency crews were called to the scene after high levels of 
natural gas were discovered inside the Marshalls and the adjoining eyeglasses store. 
Gas and electricity were shut off and the stores were ventilated. No one was injured. 
That was not the case last May, when nine firefighters were injured while responding to 
a gas leak at the other end of the shopping center. The huge explosion was captured on 
videotape. The blast blew off a large section of the roof and sprayed emergency crews 
with glass and debris. That section of the mall is still closed. 
Source: http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local-beat/Another-Shopping-Center-
Gas-Leak-Probed-62320047.html 

40. September 28, Bloomberg – (International) Munich cordons off Oktoberfest, two 
Islamic extremists held. Munich police restricted car traffic at the Oktoberfest and 
detained two Islamic extremists after al-Qaeda threats against Germany suggested the 
world’s largest beer festival may be a terror target. The detainees have links to an al-
Qaeda spokesman who urged Germans in a video before Sunday’s election to vote for 
pulling German troops out of Afghanistan, said a Munich police spokesman. Al-Qaeda 
released videos threatening Germany before the election, prompting tighter security at 
airports and train stations and a flight ban over the Oktoberfest, which draws an 
average 375,000 people a day. The 16-day festival ends October 4. “We’ve looked at 
the six videos,” the police spokesman said. “We took the measures after one of them 
showed an image of the Oktoberfest and [an al-Qaeda spokesman] talked about 
Muslims needing to stay home for two weeks after the election.” Munich police 
overnight put up roadblocks at the festival, and parking is banned around the perimeter, 
while car traffic is limited to local residents and deliveries, the police spokesman said. 
All cars are being stopped for searches, leading to traffic backups. The two detained 
men have not been charged with a crime and are being held temporarily under a judge’s 
order. “We know these persons are part of Islamic extremist circles,” the police 
spokesman explained. German officials have received no explicit threat against the 
Oktoberfest, he said. 
Source: 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601085&sid=a1DRE9NNyHVw 

41. September 27, WXIN 59 Indianapolis – (Indiana) Freon gas leak forces ice rink 
evacuation. A Freon gas leak forced an evacuation of the Pan Am Plaza ice rink 
Sunday. Roughly 100 people were inside skating and watching a youth hockey game 
when the leak broke out. Firefighters and hazardous material crews helped with the 
evacuation and say nobody was injured. The rink manager said Freon is equally 
important and dangerous in his line of work. It keeps the ice cold when fed through 
highly pressurized pipes, but if it gets in the air, the odorless gas can become deadly if 
inhaled in large amounts. He says the rupture he found Sunday, was the worst he’s seen 
in 30 years. After noticing the pipe break in the maintenance room, he rushed out to the 
ice and says he noticed a similar haze in the air. At that point he says he knew he had to 
get everyone out immediately. The Indianapolis Fire Department helped complete the 
evacuation but, instead of evacuating himself, the manager went back inside to try to 
close valves and stop the leak. Within minutes he began to feel dizzy from the gas and 
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had to seek assistance himself. The manager said that he was fine after a few minutes 
outside. When asked why he risked his own safety after the evacuation was complete, 
he had a simple answer: “So I could save Freon,” he said. The plaza’s two rinks use 
roughly 10,000 pounds of the gas to keep cool. With a market price between $5-10 per 
pound, the rink manager was worried about $50-100 thousand literally vanishing into 
the air. 
Source: http://www.fox59.com/wxin-ice-rink-092709,0,538599.story 

42. September 25, Self Storage Association – (National) Self Storage Association 
members are pro-active with Homeland Security & local police to thwart 
terrorism. The Self Storage Association (SSA) in coordination with the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) the week of September 21 formally alerted its 6,000 
member-companies, its affiliated state associations — and their thousands of member-
companies — and thousands of individual facility managers of the potential for illegal 
use of self storage units in connection with terrorism. These alerts were disseminated 
nationally and posted on the SSA member-only Web site in the wake of recent arrests 
in Colorado and New York. Investigators believe that alleged terrorists could store 
illegal materials or assemble them in self storage rental units as part of a domestic 
terrorism plot. Authorities have requested that anyone suspecting terrorist, suspicious, 
or illegal activity contact the Joint Terrorism Task Force in their area, the FBI, and/or 
local law enforcement authorities immediately. The SSA has participated on the DHS 
Commercial Facilities Subsector Coordinating Council of the Infrastructure Protection 
Task Force, along with leaders from other real estate and commercial facility industries 
that may also be potential terrorism targets or otherwise be in a position to recognize 
and thwart suspicious activity. 
Source: http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/self-storage-association-members-
are,974346.shtml 

[Return to top]  

National Monuments and Icons Sector 
 

Nothing to report 
 
[Return to top]  

Dams Sector 

43. September 27, Kentucky Enquirer – (Kentucky) River traffic resumes after lock 
damaged. The Army Corps of Engineers will use sonar equipment on Monday to 
locate a lock gate that fell into the Ohio River at the Markland Locks following what 
officials called a catastrophic equipment malfunction on Sunday. The Markland Locks 
and Dam stretches across the river from Gallatin County in Kentucky to Switzerland 
County in Indiana, northeast of Louisville. River traffic was halted through the 1,200-
foot main chamber after the 8 a.m. incident, a Corps of Engineers spokesman said. 
Engineers later in the day opened a 600-foot auxiliary chamber. “I have not seen 
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anything like this or remember anything like this in 24 years,” he said. River traffic was 
flowing slowly again by early Sunday evening. It was not known when the locks would 
again be in full operation. The Markland Locks pass 55 million tons of commodities 
each year. According to the Waterways Council Inc., the principal commodity moving 
through the locks is coal that fuels power plants along the Ohio River. The Army Corps 
of Engineers has given the locks a performance rating of D because of a risk of failure 
due to the unreliability of miter gates. According to a February 2008 report by the 
Waterways Council Inc., the locks are drained annually instead of every five years to 
inspect and repair gates because of the high risk of failure. “The risk is very high that a 
failure of the lock gates will occur, forcing traffic through the auxiliary lock for an 
extended period, causing huge delays and costs to the towing industry,” the report said. 
Source: http://www.courier-
journal.com/article/20090927/NEWS01/909270349/River+traffic+resumes+after+lock
+damaged 

44. September 26, Chattanooga Times Free Press – (Georgia) USDA says Trion Dam 
inspected every year. A 40-year-old dike that just was not tall enough to hold back the 
Chattooga River in Georgia earlier the week of September 21 has a last-inspection date 
of 2001 listed on the National Inventory of Dams, but U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) officials said Friday the dam is inspected every year. The assistant state 
conservationist with the USDA’s National Resources Conservation Service in Athens, 
Georgia, provided the Times Free Press with a copy of a dam inspection from February 
25, 2009. “I’m not sure why it’s not showing up [in the National Inventory of Dams],” 
he said. “We assist [Trion city officials] with an inspection every year. And every five 
years we go out and do a more formal inspection report with an engineer,” he said. He 
said the February 2009 inspection was one of those formal, five-year reports. The Trion 
mayor said Wednesday he did not know who inspected the dikes. On Friday when told 
that USDA is claiming to have inspected them yearly with the Trion public works 
director, the major said, “That doesn’t ring a bell to me.” 
Source: http://www.tradingmarkets.com/.site/news/Stock News/2548810/ 
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