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Top Stories 

 KXO 107.5 Yuma reports that the Arizona Western College campus and a number of 
residential neighborhoods in the eastern section of Yuma, Arizona were ordered evacuated 
on Tuesday after a fire broke out at Desert Depot, a public storage facility which reportedly 
contained some chemicals. (See item 5) 

 According to CNN, a gunman walked into an LA Fitness gym outside Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, turned off the lights, and fired off 50 rounds, killing three women before 
killing himself on Tuesday evening. (See item 37) 
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Energy Sector 

Current Electricity Sector Threat Alert Levels: Physical: ELEVATED, 
Cyber: ELEVATED 
Scale: LOW, GUARDED, ELEVATED, HIGH, SEVERE [Source: ISAC for the Electricity Sector (ES-ISAC) - 
[http://www.esisac.com]  

1. August 5, Reuters – (Texas) Blast rocks offshore Texas gas platform, fire out. The 
U.S. Coast Guard said on August 5 that it was looking for signs of pollution after an 
explosion rocked a natural gas platform off the coast of Texas earlier in the week, 
triggering a fire and an evacuation. Flames caused by the blast late August 3 on the 
High Island 294 platform, a facility 90 miles southeast of Galveston, Texas, operated 
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by Enterprise Products Partners LP, were out by the morning of August 5. “Overflight 
showed the fire was out and the owner is assessing the situation now. We’re checking 
for pollution and nothing reported so far,” a Coast Guard spokesman said. All 39 
persons aboard the platform were evacuated safely by a nearby supply vessel, the Coast 
Guard said. “Crew members reported that the plant’s emergency shut-off switch was 
engaged upon evacuation,” the Coast Guard said. A spokesman for Enterprise was not 
immediately available for comment. 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssEnergyNews/idUSN0523498520090805  

2. August 5, Tulsa World – (Oklahoma) OSHA accuses Sinclair of willful safety 
violations. Sinclair Oil Co.’s Tulsa refinery was hit on August 4 with $240,750 in 
potential federal fines charging the company with not responding to mandated safety 
improvements in the workplace. The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) cited Sinclair for “willful and serious” violations following a 
February inspection at the Tulsa site. The OSHA’s willful citation alleges that the 
refinery did not move to provide early warning devices for flammable and toxic 
releases and had equipment capable of being an ignition source, among other problems. 
Those issues were identified in an analysis conducted in 1995, OSHA said in a press 
release. The serious citation totaled 38 violations, according to the report. Those 
allegations included hazards in safety management, emergency response, chemical 
storage, fall protection, surfaces, and various gases and other dangers. A Sinclair 
spokesman said his company has completed its latest inspection through the OSHA 
National Emphasis Program for petroleum refineries. Sinclair officials will begin 
meeting with federal inspectors next week to discuss the specific allegations. Sinclair is 
already undertaking a $35 million environmental upgrade to satisfy an earlier federal 
settlement on air emission violations. The company, however, put a planned $1 billion 
expansion on hold due to what the company spokesman called “external economics.” 
Sinclair Tulsa Refining Co. employs about 300 people and has a capacity of 65,000 
barrels per day, according to reports. 
Source: 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20090805_4
9_E1_Sincla16574  

[Return to top]  

Chemical Industry Sector 

4. August 5, KHOU 11 Houston – (Texas) Neighbor: Fire at CES plant not a 
surprise. A fire broke out at the CES Environmental Chemical Plant in Houston on 
August 4 just hours after the plant was raided by law enforcement officers. Local and 
federal officers raided the plant on August 4 and were still at the location when the fire 
began burning in a dumpster on the back of a big rig. It is not clear what caused the 
fire, but officials say fumes were leaking from the dumpster a few hours earlier. CES 
workers thought they had stopped the leak, but something caused the chemical to 
ignite. The blaze finally burned itself out later in the day and a shelter-in-place advisory 
for residents in the area was lifted just before 6 p.m. The reason behind the raids on the 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20090805_49_E1_Sincla16574
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20090805_49_E1_Sincla16574
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssEnergyNews/idUSN0523498520090805


 - 3 - 

Houston and Port Arthur CES facilities has not been released. An HPD officer said they 
served warrants at both locations. “There’s a lot of paperwork that has to be gone 
through,” he said. “There’s a lot of sampling that has to be done in both facilities. And 
we’ll tie the paperwork and the samples together and see what we get.” 
Source: http://www.khou.com/topstories/stories/khou090804_mh_ces-environmental-
raid.a9520f0f.html  

5. August 4, KXO 107.5 Yuma – (Arizona) Yuma firefighters battle chemical fire. The 
City of Yuma Fire Department on the night of August 4 remained on the scene of a 
structure fire that broke out at about 3:00 p.m. The fire was at the Desert Depot, a 
public storage facility that reportedly contained some chemicals. The Arizona Western 
College campus was ordered evacuated as were a number of residential neighborhoods 
in the eastern section of Yuma. Interstate 8 was closed initially but was reopened a 
short time later. The Yuma Civic and Convention Center was designated as the 
evacuation center. The blaze was reported out shortly before 6:00 p.m. An investigation 
into the cause of the fire as well as what chemicals may have been involved was 
launched immediately. Yuma Fire was assisted by the Marine Corps Air Station 
Structural Fire Department and the Somerton Cocopah Fire Department. 
Source: http://kxoradio.com/content/view/5894/2/  

[Return to top]  

Nuclear Reactors, Materials and Waste Sector 

6. August 5, Nuclear Power Industry News – (California) Diablo Canyon nuclear plant 
to get new reactor head. According to a report in the San Luis Obispo Tribune, the 
Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant is scheduled to receive shipment of a new, 70-ton 
reactor head in the next few days. The head, which is being shipped from Mt. Vernon, 
Indiana, is 185 feet in length, 17 feet in diameter and 8 feet tall. A reactor head is a 
solid steel, dome-shaped cap that sits atop the reactor vessel and maintains pressure 
within the reactor. The replacement reactor heads are of a new design that is intended 
to ease maintenance. The reactor head will be installed on the plant’s unit two during a 
refueling shutdown this fall. The reactor vessel head on Diablo Canyon’s other unit will 
be replaced during a refueling outage next year. While the reactor vessel heads are 
being replaced as a safety precaution, the vessel heads at Diablo Canyon have been 
inspected during past outages and have never been found to be corroded. 
Source: http://nuclearstreet.com/blogs/nuclear_power_news/archive/2009/08/05/diablo-
canyon-nuclear-plant-to-get-new-reactor-head-1818.aspx  

7. August 5, Vermont Public Radio – (Vermont) State may fine Yankee for failure to 
monitor dry cask radiation. State regulators may levy fines against Vermont Yankee 
nuclear power plant for its failure to monitor radiation that comes from its high-level 
nuclear waste. The plant’s parent company was required to report the temperature and 
radiation from storage containers that hold spent nuclear fuel. State officials say they 
are concerned about the apparent violation. The monitoring was required as part of a 
state license that allows Vermont Yankee to store spent fuel in five steel and concrete 

http://kxoradio.com/content/view/5894/2/
http://nuclearstreet.com/blogs/nuclear_power_news/archive/2009/08/05/diablo-canyon-nuclear-plant-to-get-new-reactor-head-1818.aspx
http://nuclearstreet.com/blogs/nuclear_power_news/archive/2009/08/05/diablo-canyon-nuclear-plant-to-get-new-reactor-head-1818.aspx
http://www.khou.com/topstories/stories/khou090804_mh_ces-environmental-raid.a9520f0f.html
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casks near the reactor. 
Source: http://www.vpr.net/news_detail/85504/  

[Return to top]  

Critical Manufacturing Sector 

8. August 3, KickingTires – (National) Recall alert: 185,903 GM trucks. GM has issued 
a recall for 185,903 pickups, including the Chevrolet Colorado from the 2004-09 model 
years, the GMC Canyon from the 2004-09 model years, the 2006 Isuzu I-280, the 2006 
Isuzu I-350, the Isuzu I-290 from the 2007-08 model years and the Isuzu I-370 from the 
2007-08 model years, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. The recall is due to a brake-lamp switch that may not work because of 
contamination in the switch. This could mean that the brake lamps will not work or will 
stay continuously lit, either of which could pose a safety hazard to other drivers who 
can not see what the driver intends to do. The recall applies to vehicles either originally 
sold or registered in Alabama, Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Nevada, New Mexico, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Texas, U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Utah. GM says the new component for the switch will not be available until 
February 2010, so it will offer special coverage for all registered vehicles. Owners who 
have problems can get free repairs but must return to a dealership when the newly 
designed parts become available. The inspection and replacement part will both be free. 
Source: http://blogs.cars.com/kickingtires/2009/08/recall-alert-185903-gm-
vehicles.html  

[Return to top]  

Defense Industrial Base Sector 

9. August 4, Nextgov – (National) Vendors worry posting of contracts will expose 
proprietary data. Some vendors are concerned that the recent online publication of a 
contract proposal to overhaul the Recovery.gov Web site could set a precedent to 
publish other proposals, and they are urging the government to be cautious about 
disclosing corporate or national security information. The General Services 
Administration released on July 31 what is typically un-published pricing information, 
and technical and management proposals for the winning bid to renovate the Web site 
that monitors Recovery Act spending. GSA, on behalf of the Recovery Accountability 
and Transparency Board, awarded the contract, potentially worth $18 million, to 
technology services company Smartronix on July 8. Open government advocates 
immediately called for the Administration to post the contracting documents to learn 
how the board would spend the money and to understand what taxpayers would receive 
in return. GSA officials worked with Smartronix to redact the contract and posted a 
copy of the edited version online. The practice worries some vendors and technology 
lobby groups. “I’m concerned that this is the wave of the future,” said the vice 
president for national security and procurement policy at Tech America, an industry 
group in Washington. He noted, however, that he did not find any specific problems 

 

http://blogs.cars.com/kickingtires/2009/08/recall-alert-185903-gm-vehicles.html
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with the Recovery.gov contract that GSA posted. Still, “Some companies have told us 
that they would have to forgo government work if proprietary or competitive data was 
not protected -- at the same levels of protection as [the Freedom of Information Act] -- 
as a result of any publication of contracts,” he added. While the relatively simple 
contract for a Web site poses little risk of exposing competitive information, such as the 
supply chains of thousands of contractors, if the government were to publish contracts 
for a weapons system, “that could be devastating,” he said. Disclosing the location of a 
defense project could jeopardize national security, he noted. In addition, the accidental 
publication of employee names could sabotage a company or a government project, if a 
competitor poaches an employee with mission-critical skills. The software and 
hardware systems used, “which for many companies is part of the secret sauce,” should 
not be revealed either, he said. 
Source: http://www.nextgov.com/nextgov/ng_20090804_9922.php?oref=topstory  

10. August 4, Navy Times – (National) Turbine-seal leak means more tests for LCS 
2. The littoral combat ship Independence hit a speed of 43 knots on its builder’s trials in 
late July while running at less than full power, but problems with its propulsion plant 
will necessitate at least a second set of tests. The Navy’s second LCS -- an aluminum 
trimaran built by a contractor team helmed by General Dynamics -- took trips to sea 
and back from its shipyard in Mobile, Alabama, as engineers tested its engines and 
systems. Like the first LCS, the Lockheed Martin-built Freedom, Independence has a 
combined diesel-and gas-propulsion plant. Independence was running both its diesels 
and turbines, but not to their limits, when the ship reached its high trials speed. But 
engineering problems delayed for three days the start of its trials, and other problems 
underway have kept it from making a true full-power run. “During the buildup to full-
power testing, we experienced a leak in the port gas turbine shaft seal, which we’re 
now troubleshooting in order to determine the best course for corrective action,” the 
president of GD’s Bath Iron Works shipyard said in a statement. “We’ve determined 
that the best path forward is to re-sequence the remaining trial events while we 
continue other work necessary to ready the ship for Navy acceptance trials later this 
summer. An additional underway period will be conducted before acceptance trials. 
...We do not expect that this adjustment will affect the planned delivery of the ship later 
this year.” In addition to wondering about what speeds it would reach, observers also 
have been curious about how Independence, with its stabilizing outrigger hulls, would 
handle at sea. 
Source: http://www.navytimes.com/news/2009/08/navy_lcs_indy_080309w/  

[Return to top]  

Banking and Finance Sector 

11. August 5, Wall Street Journal – (Florida) Taylor Bean suspended from making FHA 
loans. The Federal Housing Administration suspended Taylor, Bean&Whitaker 
Mortgage Corp. from making loans insured by the federal agency, and raised questions 
about the company’s business practices and financial disclosures. The move, coming a 
day after federal investigators raided Taylor Bean headquarters in Ocala, Florida, could 

http://www.navytimes.com/news/2009/08/navy_lcs_indy_080309w/
http://www.nextgov.com/nextgov/ng_20090804_9922.php?oref=topstory


 - 6 - 

hamper the company’s operations and deal a setback to hundreds of mortgage brokers 
and community banks that originate loans through Taylor Bean. The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, which oversees the FHA, said it took action against 
Taylor Bean because the company failed to submit a required annual financial report 
and to disclose “certain irregular transactions that raised concerns of fraud.” Officials 
declined to provide details about the possible fraud. Taylor Bean has 30 days to appeal 
the suspension, which took effect immediately. HUD also proposed to bar two Taylor 
Bean executives -- the chief executive officer and the president -- from any dealings 
with the U.S. government for 18 months. The department said the chief executive 
officer submitted false or misleading information to Ginnie Mae concerning a delay in 
submitting financial reports. It said the president submitted two false certifications 
regarding information lenders are required to verify each year. 
Source: http://sbk.online.wsj.com/article/SB124940991556305327.html  

[Return to top]  

Transportation Sector 

12. August 5, USA TODAY – (International) Paris-Spain flight catches fire, several 
injured. An engine of an Airbus 320 preparing to carry 175 people from France to 
Spain caught fire before takeoff on August 5, and seven passengers were slightly 
injured, airport and police officials said. The passengers were injured as they tried to 
exit the plane down the emergency slides at Paris’ Orly airport south of the French 
capital, the chief of staff at the Val de Marne prefecture told the Associated Press. The 
incident occurred about 10:35 a.m. aboard a plane operated by the low-cost carrier 
Vueling that was on its way from Paris to Alicante in southeastern Spain. The aircraft 
went into reverse to disengage from the boarding ramp when one of the engines caught 
fire for unknown reasons, he said. Seven people were slightly injured with as they tried 
to slide down the emergency toboggans, she said. They were treated by Orly airport 
medical personnel. Firemen rushed to the scene and quickly put out the blaze. The 169 
passengers and six crew were evacuated. 
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2009-08-05-france-flight-fire_N.htm  

13. August 5, San Francisco Examiner – (California) Muni tries to quell safety fears. The 
day after the second major accident in two weeks caused multiple injuries to riders, the 
Muni chief spent hours reassuring the public and city officials that the system is 
becoming safer and will continue to be scrutinized until such incidents no longer occur. 
“Until we get to zero accidents, we are not getting this job done,” he told the transit 
agency’s board of directors on August 4. “We are taking this very seriously.” He 
emphasized that the system is safe, pointing to data showing that about 18 percent 
fewer “incidents,” such as collisions and derailments, occurred in the first six months of 
2009 than during the same period in 2008. Nevertheless, he said, the two most recent 
accidents were unacceptable. Muni board members also questioned whether the 
system’s safety could have been compromised recently because a significant portion of 
its street supervisors -- inspectors who patrol streets, keeping an eye on driver safety 
and helping clear jams -- are still essentially new to the job. 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2009-08-05-france-flight-fire_N.htm
http://sbk.online.wsj.com/article/SB124940991556305327.html
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Source: http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/Muni-tries-to-quell-safety-fears-
52485042.html  

14. August 2, Associated Press – (Nevada) Sewer line ‘dissolves’ section of Tahoe 
highway. A road along the eastern shore of Lake Tahoe remained closed on August 
because of a break in a sewer line. The section of Nevada Highway 28 dissolved when 
the line that carries treated sewer water broke August 2. The highway between Incline 
Village and U.S. 50 is expected to remain closed for several days. A Nevada 
Department of Transportation spokesman said crews will try to get at least one lane 
open and get some traffic moving on the highway again. The highway runs along the 
northeastern shore of the lake. The stretch is used by about 5,500 vehicles a day and 
will have to be rebuilt. The line that broke carries treated wastewater for more than 20 
miles from Incline Village to northern Douglas County for irrigation. The operations 
supervisor for the Incline Village General Improvement District’s public works 
department said water was reported spewing from the line around 6:30 a.m. on August 
1. The pipe was quickly shut down and no treated wastewater reached Lake Tahoe or 
its tributaries. 
Source: http://cbs13.com/local/highway.28.closed.2.1111858.html  

[Return to top]  

Postal and Shipping Sector 

15. August 5, Reading Eagle – (Pennsylvania) Suspicious package found at St. Lawrence 
post office contains unknown black powder. The Reading police bomb squad and 
federal postal inspectors were called in Tuesday to investigate a suspicious package 
later found to contain an unknown black powder. The package was discovered at the St. 
Lawrence post office and taken to a Bern Township service station, where the bomb 
squad was called after a postal inspector found what appeared to be a fuse in the 
package, officials said. Investigators found a suspicious powder in the package, but did 
not immediately know if the substance was a threat, a postal inspector said. The powder 
was sent to a postal forensics laboratory for further testing. 
Source: http://www.readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=151168  

[Return to top]  

Agriculture and Food Sector 

16. August 5, Associated Press – (Texas) ‘Crazy’ ants attacking honeybees as they 
spread across southeast Texas. A species of ant that has ruined sewage pumps, fouled 
computers and made it difficult for homeowners to enjoy their yards has a new target: 
the honeybee. The range of the so-called Rasberry crazy ant has more than doubled in 
the past year, creating a swath in 11 counties beginning near Houston and moving 
north, scientists say. Given the ant’s encroachment on livestock, hay bales and a few 
honeybee farms, some are trying to classify it as an agricultural pest, one that must 
soon be stopped. “It really is spreading at an alarming rate and we need to do research 

http://cbs13.com/local/highway.28.closed.2.1111858.html
http://www.readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=151168
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/Muni-tries-to-quell-safety-fears-52485042.html
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now,” said a Texas A&M University doctoral student who is examining the tiny 
creature’s biology and ecology. “There’s no time to wait.” The Texas Department of 
Agriculture and U.S. Department of Agriculture will fund in-depth research on the 
Rasberry crazy ant, but only if it gets the pest classification. And to do that, state 
officials say more research must be done. The exterminator for whom the ant is named 
because he fought against them early on remarked, “If killing honeybees does not put it 
in the ag pest category I don’t know what does.” 
Source: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/sns-ap-us-farm-scene-
ants-vs-bees,1,663666.story  

17. August 4, Sun-Times News Group – (Illinois) Grocery store shut down for pest 
infestation. City inspectors closed down a Southwest Side Chicago, Illinois grocery on 
August 4 after finding the store infested with mice, roaches, and flying insects. The 
Mayor’s Dumpster Task Force closed Carniceria La Gloria No. 2 due to problems 
caused by rodents and insects, according to a release. More than 290 mice droppings, 
60 flying insects and several live roaches were spotted by inspectors as they checked 
the place out, the release said. Mice were found to have gnawed into at least one bag of 
fried pork rinds, and mice droppings were found in both the retail and food storage 
areas, according to the release. Flies were seen crawling on a bag of onions. This 
business was closed for the critical violations on inadequate pest control and failure to 
protect food from contamination, the release said. It will not be able to reopen until the 
owners have cleaned and pest-proofed the business, revamped pest control and 
housekeeping regimes, and passed re-inspection. 
Source: http://cbs2chicago.com/local/Carniceria.La.Gloria.2.1114899.html  

[Return to top]  

Water Sector 

18. August 5, Glens Falls Post-Star – (New York) Hudson River dredging resumes after 
new tests conducted. Hudson River dredging -- and the controversy surrounding it -- 
had resumed by the morning of August 4, one day after the PCB cleanup effort 
recorded its first incident of unsafe levels of PCBs suspended in downstream water. 
Officials with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said August 4 they plan to 
clarify their notification policies for communities downstream from General Electric 
Co.’s dredging project. Subsequent tests showed the concentration of PCBs had 
returned to safer levels the following day. Since only one test result on August 1 
showed concentrations above 500 parts per trillion â�” the threshold for safe drinking 
water, according to federal standards â�” dredging was allowed to resume the evening 
of August 3. Still, the spike prompted criticism of the EPA’s notification policies by 
supervisors in the towns of Waterford and Halfmoon, both of which have water 
systems supplied by the Hudson River. The cleanup is in its third month. 
Source: 
http://www.poststar.com/articles/2009/08/04/news/local/doc4a78688d7045e258113918
.txt  

http://cbs2chicago.com/local/Carniceria.La.Gloria.2.1114899.html
http://www.poststar.com/articles/2009/08/04/news/local/doc4a78688d7045e258113918.txt
http://www.poststar.com/articles/2009/08/04/news/local/doc4a78688d7045e258113918.txt
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/sns-ap-us-farm-scene-ants-vs-bees,1,663666.story
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19. August 5, Hickory Daily Record – (North Carolina) 300,000 plan to save $10 
million. The Hickory City Council has decided to spend $300,000 in an effort to save 
$10 million. The $300,000 will be spent to alter existing plans for the city’s Northeast 
Wastewater Treatment Facility upgrade. The expenditure was approved at the City 
Council meeting on August 4. The original plan called for the construction of new 
structures atop existing ones. The plan cost about $1.29 million to produce and about 
two-and-a-half years engineering work to put together, said Hickory’s Assistant Public 
Services director. The goal was to expand the plant’s treatment capacity for waste 
treatment and ability to remove nutrients from the water -- for $30 million or less. 
Several bids for the original plan were submitted to the city April 20. The low bid for 
the job came in at nearly $7.5 million more than the city’s $30 million limit. On June 
16, Hickory City Council voted to reject all bids.Council voted to hire AECOM Inc. to 
modify the design. The goal is to reduce the project’s cost from $37 million to $27 
million, resulting in a $30 million estimated completion total when contingency costs 
are included. The new plan will allow the upgraded facility to occupy the same 15 acres 
it occupies now. It will not call for building facilities atop existing ones and will seek to 
renew and resurface as many of the existing tanks and plant infrastructure as possible in 
an effort to save money. He said he expects the design modification to take about 30 
engineers two to three months to complete and will take about 3,700 man-hours. The 
facility upgrade will allow the city to rebuild its 21-year-old pump station. He said the 
pump station is outdated and cannot handle the additional load during heavy rains. He 
said city engineers must craft replacement parts for the pump station when parts fail 
because new ones are no longer being manufactured. He said his goal is to have the 
new plan completed by mid-October. 
Source: http://www2.hickoryrecord.com/content/2009/aug/05/300000-plan-save-10-
million/  

20. August 4, Grand Junction Daily Sentinel – (Colorado) Mesa County cracks down on 
leaking sewage. A Gateway trailer park that has been leaking raw sewage into the 
ground -- and possibly into the Dolores River -- for at least a year is finally cleaning up 
its act. The Mesa County Commission on Tuesday authorized Mesa County Code 
Enforcement to pursue legal action against the owner of the three-lot trailer park, if the 
trailers are not connected to the Gateway wastewater treatment plant within 90 days. 
The owner signed a compliance plan, has purchased the necessary taps, hired a 
surveyor, secured a contractor to lay the new sewage line and obtained a building 
permit. According to the owner, the Colorado Department of Transportation damaged a 
line connecting the trailers to a septic field while removing mill tailings from the area 
in 2006. The damage was done to the line before it reached the septic field, which is 
adjacent to the Dolores River. The river and Colorado Highway 141 separates the 
property from Gateway Canyons Resort. The county was first alerted to the situation in 
2007. During a site visit in March 2007, county employees first saw the 10-foot by 10-
foot sewage lagoon. 
Source: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/hp/content/news/stories/2009/08/04/080509_5a_Gateway_s
ewer_park.html  

http://www2.hickoryrecord.com/content/2009/aug/05/300000-plan-save-10-million/
http://www2.hickoryrecord.com/content/2009/aug/05/300000-plan-save-10-million/
http://www.gjsentinel.com/hp/content/news/stories/2009/08/04/080509_5a_Gateway_sewer_park.html
http://www.gjsentinel.com/hp/content/news/stories/2009/08/04/080509_5a_Gateway_sewer_park.html
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For another story, see item 14 

[Return to top]  

Public Health and Healthcare Sector 

21. August 5, USA Today – (National) Homeland Security Chief: Flu will get jump on 
vaccine. The Homeland Security Secretary said Tuesday that pandemic flu probably 
will flare up soon after schools open in the fall, before vaccine is available. The 
Secretary also acknowledged that there would not be enough pandemic flu vaccine for 
everyone, at least in the early stages of the flu season. “There will be prioritization of 
vaccinations,” she told members of the USA TODAY editorial board. The flu strain 
causing the pandemic, a new H1N1 virus also known as swine flu, is especially 
dangerous because it differs from every other known flu virus. As a result, most people 
are defenseless against it. That makes a vaccine the keystone of any effort to prevent 
illness and save lives. The first batches of the vaccine are due in mid-October. The 
Secretary said this year’s flu season probably will be severe but not as severe as the 
1918 pandemic, the world’s worst. In 1918, flu killed at least 675,000 people in the 
United States and up to 50 million worldwide. She said that it is more likely that the 
pandemic would mirror 1957, when flu killed about 70,000 people in the United States 
and 1 million to 2 million people worldwide, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Last week, a panel of experts advised the CDC that the first 
vaccinations should go to pregnant women; parents and contacts of children younger 
than 6 months; health care workers; all children and young adults; and all non-elderly 
adults with chronic medical conditions. The government recommends vaccinations for 
seasonal and swine flu. 
Source: http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2009-08-04-swinefluoutbreak-
pandemic_N.htm  

22. August 4, Business First – (Kentucky) Sts. Mary and Elizabeth evacuated. Officials 
with Jewish Hospital&St. Mary’s HealthCare Inc. (JSMH) evacuated Sts. Mary and 
Elizabeth Hospital Tuesday afternoon after the hospital lost power for several hours 
and the lower level took on water following severe storms that hit Louisville. The vice 
president of marketing and communications for JHSMH told Business First that 
workers were moving patients to Jewish Hospital in downtown Louisville, as well as 
other local hospitals. The vice president said he was unsure how many patients were 
being transferred. Earlier in the day, the hospital’s emergency room was closed because 
of the flooding. Sts. Mary and Elizabeth was not the only JHSMH facility affected by 
the storm. 
Source: http://www.bizjournals.com/louisville/stories/2009/08/03/daily19.html  

23. August 4, Redding Record Searchlight – (California) Mercy Medical Center 
problems detailed in federal reports. Federal health inspectors on Tuesday released 
two reports detailing a host of problems stemming from emergency room overcrowding 
and long wait times at Mercy Medical Center in Redding. Inspectors found more than a 
third of 29 patients surveyed gave up and left Mercy’s jammed waiting rooms before 
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being seen by a doctor -- usually after waiting several hours hoping for treatment. The 
deficiencies at Redding’s largest hospital were outlined in reports obtained after the 
Record Searchlight filed a Freedom of Information Act request with the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Officials last month announced the hospital 
had 10 days to fix its most serious problems or lose Medicare funding. In the first 
quarter of this year, $32 million of the $72 million the hospital brought in was from 
Medicare patients. The hospital responded in writing to Medicare’s report saying 
administrators had put in place a “plan of correction” to fix the problems, which could 
include firing employees who did not comply with the fixes. Medicare officials said 
they were still evaluating whether those measures were enough. Inspectors said 
Mercy’s governing board “failed to ensure the needs of the emergency room were met” 
by not maintaining a process that identified patients in the ER who left without being 
seen by a doctor or a midlevel practitioner. The hospital also failed to address the safety 
of patients after receiving medication in the ER, inspectors wrote, noting that three 
children were given medications in the ER but were not assessed by doctors before or 
after being medicated. During their inspections in June, inspectors also noted a host of 
other potential problems, including a nurse not knowing how to properly calculate a 
dose of medication and a caregiver wearing potentially dirty gloves when treating 
patients. Problems with overcrowding and wait times come as the hospital’s emergency 
room patient load has jumped by nearly 30 percent from 2005 to the start of this year. 
Source: http://www.redding.com/news/2009/aug/05/mercy-medical-center-problems-
detailed-in/  

 [Return to top]  

Government Facilities Sector 

24. August 4, Army Times – (National) Stolen laptop holds Guard soldiers’ ID. Personal 
information of about 131,000 former and current Army National Guard members may 
be at risk of identity theft after a contractor’s laptop turned up stolen, the National 
Guard reported Tuesday. The laptop was stolen July 27. It contained information for 
soldiers enrolled in the Guard’s Bonus and Incentives Program, including Social 
Security numbers, incentive payment amounts and payment dates. Those affected by 
the incident will receive a letter in the mail by next week, a spokesman said in a news 
release. 
Source: http://www.armytimes.com/news/2009/08/army_idtheft_080409w/  

25. August 4, KRQE 13 Albuquerque – (New Mexico) Couple charged in bomb 
threats. An Albuquerque woman is accused of calling in a fake bomb threat because 
her boyfriend was scheduled to appear in court and allegedly had outstanding warrants 
against him. The female suspect, 26, faces three felony charges: two counts of causing 
a bomb scare and one count of conspiring to cause a bomb scare. Her boyfriend, a 29 
year-old, also faces those charges, along with probation violation charges. According to 
the Bernalillo County District Attorney’s office, the female suspect called 911 with a 
bomb threat against the Bernalillo County Metropolitan Courthouse on June 29, the day 
her boyfriend was scheduled to appear in court. She had allegedly tried to use a call-
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blocking code to hide her number, but, the DA said, such codes do not work when 
calling emergency services. That initial threat did not cause the courthouse to be 
evacuated, so the boyfriend allegedly told her to call again. The district attorney’s 
office said she did so. The 911 operator then called her back to verify the call, the 
district attorney’s office said. Officers soon arrived and arrested her. The suspects each 
face up to 54 months in prison if convicted of all charges. They could also be ordered 
to reimburse the court for any expenses relating to the alleged threats. 
Source: 
http://www.krqe.com/dpp/news/crime/crime_krqe_albuquerque_couple_charged_in_bo
mb_threats_200908041456  

For another story, see item 5 

[Return to top]  

Emergency Services Sector 

27. August 5, Associated Press – (California) State ordered to cut prison population. A 
federal judicial panel Tuesday ordered California to reduce its prison population by 
40,000 to improve treatment of ailing and mentally ill inmates. The three-judge panel 
ruled that cutting the number of inmates is the only way to bring the system’s medical 
care up to adequate standards. “California’s prisons are bursting at the seams and are 
impossible to manage,” the judges wrote. They gave the state 45 days to develop a plan 
to reduce the number of inmates in the 33 adult prisons from about 150,000 to 110,000 
over two years. About 8,000 additional inmates have been sent to prisons in other 
states, while nearly 10,000 more are in conservation camps and community correctional 
facilities. Conditions remain so cramped that they are leading to increased violence and 
speed the transmission of infectious diseases, the judges said. Tuesday’s action 
formalized a tentative ruling by the panel in February and follows a federal court 
hearing that ended in January. Republican legislators have promised a separate appeal. 
Under a 1996 federal law that restricts judges’ actions in inmate rights cases, appeals 
will go straight to the U.S. Supreme Court. In its order, the three-judge panel allowed 
the prison system to remain overcrowded, but to a lesser degree. It will allow the 
system to run at 137 percent of capacity, housing roughly 110,000 inmates. 
Source: http://www.montereyherald.com/state/ci_12995608?nclick_check=1  

28. August 5, Southern Oregon Mail Tribune – (Oregon) Tsunami ‘warning’ was only a 
test. There was not a tsunami rolling toward the Rogue Valley. A mistake during a 
training exercise Tuesday caused a message to go out over television stations that a 
tsunami warning was being issued for Jackson and Josephine counties. A meteorologist 
at the National Weather Service office in Medford said staff was conducting an in-
house training exercise for issuing emergency weather warnings. Someone neglected to 
push the buttons that prevent the emergency message from going out to television 
stations. The meteorologist said the weather service takes precautions to prevent 
warnings from being broadcast accidentally, “but I didn’t catch this one in time.” At 
least a half-dozen anxious TV viewers called the Mail Tribune within minutes. The 

http://www.montereyherald.com/state/ci_12995608?nclick_check=1
http://www.krqe.com/dpp/news/crime/crime_krqe_albuquerque_couple_charged_in_bomb_threats_200908041456


 - 13 - 

message was broadcast over weather service radio transmitters that override television 
and radio broadcasts. 
Source: 
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090805/NEWS/908050321/
-1/NEWSMAP  

29. August 4, WFSB 3 Stamford – (Connecticut) Police: Headquarters ‘bugged’ with 
insects. Members of the Stamford Police Department said Tuesday that their 
headquarters is overrun with bugs and that some people who have been bitten even got 
sick. They said the issue started out as a bunch of officers suffering from mysterious 
bug bites, but after some investigating, they said they found the source at their 
headquarters. The Assistant Police Chief said birds are breaking in along the roofline of 
the Stamford Police Department. “Cellulitis, and one officer has one confirmed case of 
Lyme disease,” she said. The Assistant Chief said she walks around the outside of the 
building, which was built in the 1950s, and sees the holes through which the birds are 
entering. Once inside, she said, they are generating ticks and other bugs that are biting 
their way through the ranks all the way to the top. An exterminator is trying to solve the 
problem, she said, and the station’s property crime area -- where the sick officer 
worked -- is currently cordoned off while it is being treated. Once the problem is fixed, 
she said the department plans to cover the openings along the roof to keep the birds out. 
Source: http://www.wfsb.com/health/20283660/detail.html  

For another story, see item 23 

[Return to top]  

Information Technology Sector 

30. August 5, Computerworld – (International) Mozilla shuts Firefox e-store after 
security breach. Mozilla shuttered its online store on August 4 after finding out that 
the firm it hired to run the backend operations of the company’s e-tailing business had 
suffered a security breach. It was unclear whether the vendor, St. Louis-based 
GatewayCDI, which bills itself as a “promotional products distributor and incentive 
company,” notified Mozilla or whether the browser maker found out about the breach 
some other way. “On August 4, Mozilla discovered that GatewayCDI, the third-party 
vendor entrusted to run the backend of the Mozilla Store, suffered a security breach,” 
Mozilla said in a warning on its Web site. “Once notified, we took the immediate 
preventative step of shutting down the Mozilla Store to ensure that no additional users 
could be compromised.” Mozilla also took the international edition of its e-store offline 
as a precaution, although that effort is maintained by a separate partner. On August 5, 
both stores displayed messages that they were “closed for maintenance;” neither 
message, however, spelled out the reason. Mozilla’s announcement did not detail the 
extent of the breach, what information hackers might have accessed or stolen, or how 
the breach happened. GatewayCDI was not available late Tuesday, and there was no 
notice on its site that it had sustained a breach. “Mozilla immediately reached out to 
GatewayCDI and encouraged them to quickly inform individuals whose data had been 
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compromised,” said Mozilla. “GatewayCDI is currently investigating their systems and 
determining the cause and extent of the breach.” 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9136264/Mozilla_shuts_Firefox_e_store_afte
r_security_breach?taxonomyId=88  

31. August 4, The Register – (International) Scareware package mimics Windows Blue 
Screen of Death. Miscreants have developed a scareware package that mimics 
Windows’ infamous Blue Screen of Death. Prospective marks are presented with a 
seemingly crashed system, along with a text warning that they need to buy “security 
software” to clean up their systems. But the SystemSecurity rogue package on offer has 
no utility other than scamming people out of their money. Variants of SystemSecurity 
have been around since at least February 2009. However, the Blue Screen of Death 
trick is a new social engineering innovation, only spotted in variants of the attack last 
week by anti-spyware firm Sunbelt Software. SystemSecurity usually makes its way 
onto compromised Windows PCs via fake video codec installations. Users normally 
install the bogus code (actually a Trojan horse malware) after following links in spam 
emails ostensibly inviting them to view video clips. 
Source: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/08/04/bsod_scareware/  

32. August 4, Security Watch – (International) 12 viruses, per computer, per 
hour. Network Box, a security firm, announced that email viruses have increased by 
about 300 percent in the last three months alone, with reports showing that in July of 
this year the number of virus threats on the Internet peaked at about 12 viruses per 
customer every hour, the highest it has been in 2009. The largest source of Internet 
threats is the United States which is responsible for 16.59 percent, closely followed by 
Brazil at 14.11percent and Korea at 6.2 percent. India has shown a large increase in 
virus threats at 5.2 percent. An Internet security analyst with Network Box says that 
due to the large amount of middle class citizens in India who now have computers 
without a clear regulation system, there are many illegal copies of operating systems 
without updates that occur automatically, thus once they become infected they start to 
spread malware continuously without concern. The United States still tops the list of 
security threats, but it should be noted that the percentage is down from 21 percent in 
June while also reducing the amount of spam spread from the country to 10.2 percent 
from 11.2 percent. The bright news on the horizon may also be that malware writers are 
not creating new malware in the last several months, according to Symantec 
MessageLabs’ latest intelligence report. However, even this is tainted with the news 
from Symantec that spammers are becoming much more active with the use of multi-
lingual messages. 
Source: http://www.securitywatch.co.uk/2009/08/04/12-viruses-per-computer-per-hour/  

33. August 4, CNET News – (International) Denial-of-service attack downed Gawker 
Media. Hackers launched a distributed denial-of-service (DDOS) attack that 
sporadically downed popular blog network Gawker Media over the weekend and on 
August 3, the company confirmed in a blog post on August 4. When CNET News 
spoke to Gawker Media representatives on August 3, they were not yet sure what was 
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causing the outages but had not ruled out malicious behavior. The attacks appear to 
have been launched at Consumerist, a blog that Gawker sold to Consumer Reports last 
year but which is still hosted on the same servers. The motivation behind them is not 
yet clear. The New York-based Gawker Media has sold or merged a number of its blog 
titles over the past few years, but it remains the parent company of several extremely 
high-profile blogs -- often with an edgy gossip angle -- like Gizmodo, Jezebel, and the 
eponymous Gawker.com. DDOS attacks occur when hackers swamp a site with excess 
pings from multiple sources to bring it down; they can knock out entire hosting 
companies. 
Source: http://news.cnet.com/8301-13577_3-10302636-36.html  

34. August 4, ZDNet – (International) Plugins compromised in SquirrelMail’s web 
server hack. According to a recently posted update by a member of SquirrelMail, the 
source code of three plugins was backdoored during the web server compromise of the 
popular web-based email application which took place last month. The compromised 
plugins were embedded with code that was forwarding accounting data to a server 
maintained by the people behind the hack, something SquirrelMail did not 
acknowledge prior to announcing the web server compromise. During the initial 
announcement, it was mentioned that ZDNet did not believe that any of the plugins had 
been compromised. Further investigation has shown that the following plugins were 
indeed compromised. Parts of these code changes attempts to send mail to an offsite 
server containing passwords. SquirrelMail has a total of 222 plugins available in 14 
categories. Its SourceForge repository was not affected. 
Source: http://blogs.zdnet.com/security/?p=3923  

Internet Alert Dashboard 

To report cyber infrastructure incidents or to request information, please contact US-CERT at sos@us-cert.gov or 
visit their Website: http://www.us-cert.gov. 
 
Information on IT information sharing and analysis can be found at the IT ISAC (Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center) Website: https://www.it-isac.org/.  

 
 
[Return to top]  

Communications Sector 

35. August 4, WSFA 12 Montgomery – (Alabama) Fox 20 on reduced 
power. Montgomery’s Fox Television affiliate WCOV FOX 20 says it is broadcasting 
at reduced power due to a weekend storm that damaged its broadcast transmitter. The 
transmitter, located on WSFA 12 News’ tower in Grady in extreme southern 
Montgomery County, was damaged when severe weather moved into the area on 
August 1. The station was thrown off the air for a short time and has been broadcasting 
at reduced power since its return to the airwaves. While this should not affect cable and 
satellite viewers and most over the air viewers, some may experience problems with 
their signal. The problems may range from pixilation to interrupted signal in some 
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areas. “We would like to apologize for any inconvenience this event may have caused 
our viewers and ask for their patience as we are working diligently to replace the 
damaged equipment and return to broadcasting at full power,” said the station owner. 
Source: http://www.wsfa.com/Global/story.asp?S=10848312  

36. August 5, Computerworld – (National) The incredible shrinking data center. Some 
companies are deciding to shrink their data centers size in order to become more cost 
efficient. A senior network administrator for Denver-based Credit Union of Colorado, 
says smaller is better when it comes to data center size -- now more than ever given the 
tight economy. “It’s time to do more with less,” he says. Other IT managers are 
repeating that mantra, helping their companies cope with hard times by shrinking their 
data center’s physical footprint to become smaller and more compact. IT managers 
have gotten to these more productive footprints by using virtualization, increasingly 
dense and multifunction hardware, alternative energy sources and modular design 
techniques. For their part, the savings accrue from lower energy bills, reduced property 
costs and less costly site and technology maintenance. At the Credit Union of Colorado, 
for example, server virtualization helped lower data center space requirements while 
making IT leaner and more efficient. “We used to have 40 boxes, now we’re down to 
just a couple and a lot of virtualization. We have 12 racks right now, and we’re going to 
consolidate that down to just four,” the administrator says. Shrinking the data center cut 
out about 33 power ports and two circuits, the administrator says. However, he adds, 
the organization does not have power measurement tools, so he cannot specify power 
savings in dollars. 
Source: 
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9136205/The_incredible_shrinking_data_cent
er?taxonomyId=52  

[Return to top]  

Commercial Facilities Sector 

37. August 5, CNN – (Pennsylvania) Four dead, including gunman, in gym shooting. A 
gunman walked into an LA Fitness gym outside Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, turned off 
the lights, and fired off 50 rounds, killing three women before killing himself the 
evening of August 4, police said. The man did not speak during the assault but was 
carrying a gym bag with a note inside it. He was found dead in the gym lying on top of 
one of his guns near a victim, said the Allegheny County police superintendent. At least 
10 other people were injured in the barrage of bullets that sent people in the gym 
ducking for cover, the superintendent said. A law enforcement source identified the 
gunman as a 48-year-old gym member. The assailant entered the fitness center around 
8 p.m. and went straight to an aerobics classroom, where he opened fire with multiple 
handguns, according to the superintendent. 
Source: 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/08/05/pennsylvania.gym.shooting/index.html  
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38. August 5, New York Daily News – (New Jersey) Bomb threats at Jersey 
synagogues. Hundreds of people were evacuated the night of August 4 from 
synagogues on the Jersey Shore, including one at the center of an FBI corruption probe, 
after a series of bomb threats were phoned in, authorities said. Dozens of cops, state 
police and federal agents swarmed the synagogues in Deal and Long Branch about 8:30 
p.m. after receiving the threats, said the captain of Hatzoloh Ambulance Jersey Shore 
Division. The captain helped police shepherd about 300 people out of a wedding at 
Congregation Ohel Simcha in Long Branch. “Apparently, it is a phone call threat,” said 
the captain, who was briefed by police. “Police said they traced the number back to 
somewhere in the Midwest.” A lieutenant with the Long Branch Police Department told 
reporters that cops responded to a bomb threat to two area synagogues but declined to 
give more details. Officials from the FBI, the Department of Homeland Security and 
the New Jersey State Police were also on the case, the captain said. “They found 
nothing [explosive] in the synagogues,” the captain stated. 
Source: http://www.nydailynews.com/news/ny_crime/2009/08/05/2009-08-
05_bomb_threats_at_new_jersey_synagogues.html  

39. August 4, Chicago Tribune – (Illinois) 45 left homeless after South Side fire. Forty-
five people were left homeless this afternoon following a fire at a South Side apartment 
building, officials said. One firefighter was taken to a local hospital with minor injuries, 
a Chicago Fire Department spokesman said. The fire erupted in the building in the 5600 
block of South Michigan Avenue about 12:20 p.m.on August 4. A day care center 
across the street was also evacuated. The American Red Cross of Greater Chicago will 
be opened as a shelter for the fire victims. 
Source: http://www.chicagobreakingnews.com/2009/08/firefighters-battle-blaze-at-day-
care-center.html  

40. August 4, Associated Press – (International) Strong quake hits Mexico’s Gulf of 
California. A powerful earthquake shook fishing villages along Mexico’s Gulf of 
California on August 3 and prompted alarm as far away as Phoenix, but there were no 
immediate reports of injuries or damage. The U.S. National Earthquake Information 
Center said the 6.9-magnitude quake struck at 12:59 p.m. and was centered 76 miles 
north-northeast of Santa Isabel in Baja California and 331 miles southeast of the border 
city of Tijuana. It was the strongest of four quakes of 5.0-magnitude or greater that 
struck the area over a 45-minute period during the late morning hours of August 3. A 
Phoenix Fire Department spokesman said a high-rise near downtown shook violently 
enough that workers evacuated, but there were no reports of injuries or damage. The 
quake was centered about 460 miles from Phoenix. A manager at the Posada Santa 
Gemma hotel in Bahia Kino near the coast said doors slammed as the ground rocked. 
The quake was also felt in San Diego, where city employees left an 18-story downtown 
tower that houses the city attorney and other departments. Civil protection officials in 
the two Mexican states on either side of the quake â�” Baja California and Sonora â�” 
said there were no reports of damage or injury. 
Source: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hpuIfC-icI8T4-
VWnMti5bKQG48gD99RMSG00  
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41. August 3, Omaha World-Herald – (Nebraska) Papillion gets extra security. Papillion 
is one of the few Nebraska communities using sophisticated video surveillance 
systems. South Sioux City, Nebraska has more than 300 closed-circuit video cameras 
and 13 mobile “graffiti cameras” trained on schools, playgrounds, city facilities and 
graffiti hot spots along public streets and alleys. With the punch of a few key strokes, 
Papillion’s police chief and city administrator can monitor Papio Bay Aquatic Park, 
Halleck Park and Sumtur Amphitheater from their desks. Papillion’s newly installed 
wireless surveillance cameras have powerful lenses that can zoom in and out, pan and 
tilt. One high-powered video camera monitors the swimming pool area. Another video 
camera records the parking lot at Papio Bay. The digital cameras also are planned for 
Eagle Hills and Tara Hills golf courses. Papillion officials view having a citywide 
surveillance system as a leap forward in protecting multimillion-dollar public assets 
from vandalism, property damage, arson, loitering and other criminal mischief. 
“Obviously, it gives you value-added capabilities if there is an incident at the 
amphitheater,” the Papillion Police Chief said. “It obviously gives us another set of 
eyes. We can access 24 hours of video, so it’s not just preventative. But it’s helpful for 
investigations after the fact.” In 2008, the Omaha Police Department received a 
$100,000 federal Homeland Security Department grant for 12 mobile surveillance 
cameras to post at crime hot spots around Omaha. 
Source: http://www.omaha.com/article/20090803/NEWS01/708039950/-
1/FRONTPAGE  

42. August 3, Federal Bureau of Investigation – (Minnesota) Nett Lake arson arrest. On 
August 3, the Special Agent in Charge of the Minneapolis FBI office announced the 
federal arrest of a 20-year-old Nett Lake, Minnesota man for the alleged July 20 arson 
at the Boise Forte Reservation Tribal Center. FBI and Bureau of Indian Affairs agents 
arrested the man July 31at a residence in Duluth where he had been staying. A federal 
criminal complaint was filed in United States District Court, District of Minnesota, 
Duluth, Minnesota, charging the man, an enrolled member of the Bois Forte Band of 
Chippewa, with arson, for willfully and maliciously setting fire to the Bois Forte 
Reservation Tribal Center, located within the boundaries of the Bois Forte Indian 
Reservation. A tribal center building and a vehicle were destroyed in the fire. 
Source: http://minneapolis.fbi.gov/pressrel/pressrel09/mp080309.htm  

For another story, see item 5 

 [Return to top]  

National Monuments and Icons Sector 

43. August 4, KHSL 12 Chico – (California) Cal Fire gathering resources from across 
the state. While firefighters battle the lightning sparked blazes in the Shasta Trinity 
National Forest, efforts are underway in Redding to secure more personnel and 
resources to help fight the fires. Cal Fire workers are pulling resources from all over the 
state. Officials say there are some 1,100 firefighters up there and more are on their way. 
Cal Fire is working with federal, state and local fire departments to make sure crews in 
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the Shasta Trinity National Forest have everything they need. Equipment and crews are 
coming from Redding and Anderson all the way to Bakersfield and Los Angeles. A Cal 
Fire Captain says the firefighters are working 24 hour shifts, then taking 24 hours off. 
Meanwhile, those with the Salvation Army are providing food and supplies for both 
firefighters and evacuees. 
Source: http://www.khsltv.com/content/localnews/story/Cal-Fire-Gathering-Resources-
From-Across-the-State/TlqrC72-F0COYZkJ78_f_w.cspx  

[Return to top]  

Dams Sector 

44. August 4, Albany Democrat Herald – (Oregon) Corps of Engineers making repairs 
on Big Cliff Dam gates. Temporary repairs were being made today on two spillway 
gates at Big Cliff Dam on the North Santiam River, about four miles downstream from 
Detroit Reservoir. Two of the dam’s three spillway gates experienced mechanical 
problems last week, said a spokesman for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
Portland. Usually, this would not be a problem, but the dam’s generator is out of 
service for maintenance and water could not be released through the powerhouse. That 
left gate three as the only way to pass water through the dam. A rod that connects the 
gates with cables that lift and lower them failed on gates one and two, he said. On July 
4, short term repairs were being made on gate one and gate three was inspected to make 
sure it will continue to function properly. Normally, the Corps raises and lowers the 
spillway gates several times a day to regulate water released from Detroit Dam. Water 
flow in the North Santiam River was disrupted and the water temperature increased for 
four days last week, said another Corps spokesperson. The Big Cliff boat ramp has 
been closed and the public is advised to be cautious due to the river water level 
fluctuating as much as 18 inches during the repair cycle. Big Cliff Dam was completed 
in 1954 and has one generator that produces 18 megawatts of hydropower. 
Source: 
http://www.democratherald.com/articles/2009/08/04/news/local/6aaa02_dam080409.txt  

45. August 4, Muskegon Chronicle – (Michigan) Holiday Lake dam in jeopardy, water 
drained. A small, privately owned lake in Golden Township, Michigan is being 
drained after two inspections determined the dam is in imminent danger of failing. 
Holiday Lake, which is above Upper Silver Lake, is approximately 100 acres, and the 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) issued an emergency order to drain the 
lake after being called in to inspect it, said a Grand Rapids attorney who represents the 
Oceana County Drain Commission Office. If the Holiday Lake dam should collapse, it 
could send a surge of debris and water downstream, affecting residents and property 
owners living around Upper Silver Lake, he said. The DEQ even said such a collapse 
could result in loss of life, he said. “If it failed, it would affect lots of people and 
property,” he said. “It would be a major event.” The dam, in effect, creates Holiday 
Lake and the inspections are required by law to maintain the integrity of the dam and 
monitor the lake’s water level. The drain commission office is responsible for 
maintaining the dam and could be fined, or even face criminal charges, if it does not 

http://www.democratherald.com/articles/2009/08/04/news/local/6aaa02_dam080409.txt
http://www.khsltv.com/content/localnews/story/Cal-Fire-Gathering-Resources-From-Across-the-State/TlqrC72-F0COYZkJ78_f_w.cspx
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obey the DEQ’s orders, he said. There is a gate on the dam that can be opened to draw 
down the water, but officials brought in a pump on August 4 to expedite the process. It 
could take two weeks or more to drain the water, diagnose the problem and begin to fix 
the dam. Drain officials are working with DEQ engineers to monitor the draw down. 
Source: 
http://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/index.ssf/2009/08/holiday_lake_dam_in_jeopar
dy_w.html  

46. August 4, Grand Junction Daily Sentinel – (Colorado) Canal leak causes 31 Road 
closure at D Road. Irrigation water flowing underneath 31 Road at D Road has 
prompted Mesa County Road and Bridge to close the road and make emergency 
repairs. The job could leave hundreds of Grand Valley Irrigation Company customers, 
who are dependent on water from the Mesa County Canal, without irrigation water for 
two days, said the director of Mesa County Road and Bridge. The county and the 
irrigation company have monitored the situation for the last two weeks and decided to 
close it August 4 because the situation became “significantly worse,” he said. He said 
there is a void being created under the road by the rushing water. The void could 
collapse under the weight of a heavy vehicle. The Grand Valley Irrigation’s assistant 
superintendent said the pipe diverting water from the Lewis Wash, which runs from 
north to south along the west side of 31 Road, to the Mesa County Canal is around 50 
years old. The canal carries about 40 cubic feet per second of water, and the pipe 
feeding Mesa County Canal can handle about 30 cfs. The Mesa County Canal runs west 
and north along a stretch of D Road. The assistant superintendent said his company 
notified customers of the impending interruption in service Tuesday afternoon. The 
director said the county will pick up the majority of the repair bill and do most of the 
work. 
Source: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/hp/content/news/stories/2009/08/04/080509_Pipe_failure.ht
ml  
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