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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, you have requested that we appear today to discuss 
our knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the death of U.S. Army Corporal Patrick 
Tillman.   
 
First, I want to again extend my deepest sympathies to the Tillman family.  Corporal Tillman’s 
death, and the deaths of the thousands of men and women who have given their lives in our 
nation’s service, have brought great sorrow in the lives of their families and loved ones.  Theirs 
is the grief felt by all who have had the privilege of serving alongside those in uniform. 
 
The handling of the circumstances surrounding Corporal Tillman’s death could only have added 
to the pain of losing a loved one.  I, personally, and I am sure all connected with the Department, 
extend deep regrets.   
 
One of the Department of Defense’s foremost responsibilities is to tell the truth -- to the some 
three million military, civilian, and contract employees who dedicate their careers to defending 
our nation, to the military families who endure the extended absences of their fathers, mothers, 
husbands, wives, sons and daughters, and to the American people, for whom all connected to the 
Department go to work each day to protect. 
 
In March 2002, early in my tenure as Secretary of Defense, I wrote a memo for the men and 
women of the Department of Defense titled “Principles for the Department of Defense.”  I have 
attached a copy to my testimony (Attachment #1).  You will note that principle number one -- the 
very first -- was:   
  

 “Do nothing that could raise questions about the credibility of DoD.  DoD 
officials must tell the truth and must be believed to be telling the truth or our 
important work is undermined.”  

Mr. Chairman, in your invitation for today’s hearing, you asked that we be prepared to discuss 
how we learned of the circumstances surrounding Corporal Tillman’s death -- when we learned 
of it, and with whom we discussed it.  I am prepared to respond, to the best of my ability, to 
questions which pertain to these matters.  
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In December 2006, I sent a letter to the Acting Inspector General of the Department of Defense, 
Mr. Thomas Gimble, describing my best recollection of those events, which by that point had 
occurred about two and a half years before.  The Committee has been given a copy of that letter 
(Attachment #2).  I would like to quote part of that letter:  
 

"I am told that I received word of this development sometime after May 20, 
2004, but my recollection reflects the fact that it occurred well over two years 
ago.  As a result, I do not recall when I first learned about the possibility that 
Corporal Tillman's death might have resulted from fratricide.  I am confident that 
I did not discuss this matter with anyone outside the Department of Defense."  

What I wrote in December of 2006 remains my best recollection today of when I was informed, 
and whom I talked with, before May 20, 2004.  I understand that the May 20, 2004 date was 
shortly before the Tillman family was informed of the circumstances on May 26, 2004.  

Your invitation to appear before this Committee also asked about my knowledge of a “Personal 
For” or “P-4” message dated April 29, 2004.  That message was not addressed to me.  Nor do I 
recall seeing it.  There are a great many, indeed thousands of communications throughout DoD 
that a Secretary of Defense does not see. 

I understand that the Acting Inspector General’s Report concluded that there were “errors” 
among some of those responsible for some of the initial reports.  Any “errors,” in such a 
situation, are most unfortunate.  The Tillmans were owed the truth -- delivered in a forthright and 
timely manner.  And certainly the truth was owed to the memory of a man whose valor, 
dedication and sacrifice to his country remains an example for all. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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Attachments:  
1. “Principles for the Department of Defense” (3/18/02) 
2. Secretary Rumsfeld letter to DoD Acting Inspector General (12/15/06) 

 
 
 








